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i.  Alabama. — Ministers  :  Arad  S.  Lakin.  Reserve :  William  P. 
Miller. 

Laymen :  Henry  C.  Sanford.     Reserve :  Joseph  Hoge. 

2.  Baltimore. — 3Imisters:  Lyttleton  F.  Morgan,  James  A. 
M'Cauley,  John  Lanahan,  Henry  Slicer,  John  S.  Deale,  Thomas 
M.  Eddy.  Reserves :  William  H.  HoUiday,  William  B.  Edwards, 
Alexander  E.  Gibson. 

Laymen  :  Summerfield  Baldwin,  William  R.  Woodward.  Re- 
serves :  John  W.  Randolph,  Andrew  Boyd. 

3.  Black  River. — 3finisters :  Isaac  S.  Bingham,  Lafayette  D. 
White,  Lucius  L.  Palmer.  Reserves :  Gardiner  Baker,  Melvin  D. 
Kinney. 

Laymen:  Barney  Whitney,  Willard  Ives.  Reserves:  William 
Whitney,  David  A.  Stewart. 

4.  California.— i(f^n^sters ;  John  R.  Tansey,  William  J.  Maclay, 
Otis  Gibson,  Joseph  H.  Wylhe.  Reserves:  Charles  V.  Anthony, 
Christian  Afflerbach. 

Laymen :  Robert  G.  Davisson,  Edward  Moore.  Reserves  : 
George  B.  W.  M'Donald,  Edward  S.  Lippett. 

5.  Central  (lerman. — Ministers:  William  Nast,  Jacob  Roth- 
weiler,  John  A,  Klein.  Reserves :  Henry  Liebhart,  Jacob  Kreh- 
biel. 

Laymen :  Henry  A.  Faber,  Rudolph  A.  W.  Briiehl.  Reserves  : 
Henry  Dornbusch,  Jacob  Kurtz. 

6.  Central  Illinois. — Ministers :  William  H.  Hunter,  Oliver  S. 
Mnnsell,  Andrew  J,  Anderson,  Joseph  S.  Gumming,  Francis  M. 
Chaffee,  Henderson  Ritchie.  Reserves  :  Richard  Haney,  William 
Underwood. 

Laymen :  David  M' Williams,  Thomas  Logan.  Reserves ; 
Robert  G.  Hannaman,  Nathan  E.  Lyman. 
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7.  Central  New  York. — Ministers :  Dallas  D.  Lore,  Jesse  T. 
Peck,  Benoni  I.  Ives,  Luke  C.  Queal,  Edward  C.  Curtis,  Frank  F. 
Jewell,  Benjamin  S.  Wright,  Ai'za  J.  Phelps.  Reserves :  Albert 
B.  Gregg,  John  B.  Foote. 

Laymen :  Eliphalet  Remington,  William  J.  Moses.  Reserves : 
William  H.  Corastock,  John  P.  Griffin, 

8.  Central  Ohio. — Mi7iisters :  William  L.  Harris,  Alexander 
Harmount,  Samuel  L.  Roberts,  Thomas  H.  Wilson.  Reserves : 
Joseph  Wykes,  Loring  C.  Webster. 

Laymen :  George  G.  Hackedom,  William  Lawrence.  Reserves : 
John  W,  Hiett,  William  O.  Seamans. 

9.  Central  Pennsylvania. — 3finisters  :  Benjamin  B.  Hamlin, 
Thompson  Mitchell,  Francis  Hodgson,  Jacob  S.  M'Murray,  John 
A.  Gere,  Samuel  Barnes.  Reserves :  James  Curus,  Wilson  Lee 
Spott^wood,  David  S.  Munroe. 

Laymen:  John  Patton,  Charles  W.  Ashcom.  Reserves:  Will- 
iam W.  Paxton,  Mordecai  W.  Jackson, 

10.  Cincinnati. — Ministers :  John  W.  Weakley,  John  M.  Wal- 
den,  John  F.  Marley,  Richard  S.  Rust,  James  F.  Chalfant.  Re- 
serves: George  C,  Crum,  Asbury  Lowrey, 

Laymen:  Ichabod  Corwin,  Philip  B,  Swing.  Reserves  :  Jacob 
Chambers,  John  M.  Phillips. 

11.  Colorado. — Ministers:  Bethuel  T.  Vincent.  Reserve:  Geo. 
Murray. 

Laymen :  John  Evans.     Reserve :  Samuel  H.  Elbert. 

12.  Delaware. — Ministers  :  Nathan  Young.  Reserve :  none 
elected. 

Laymen :  James  A.  Jones.    Reserve :  Hanson  Handy. 

13.  Des  Moines. — Ministers:  Uri  P.  Golliday,  Bennett  Mitchell, 
Joseph  Kuotts,  Phinehas  F.  Bresee.  Reserves :  John  W.  Todd, 
Samuel  Jones. 

Laymen:  Henry  C.  Sigler,  William  H.  H.  Beadle.  Reserves: 
Charles  C.  Nourse,  George  E.  Griffith. 

14.  Detroit. — Ministers:  Erastus  O.  Haven,  Arthur  Edwards, 
Thomas  G,  Potter,  James  S,  Smart,  Lewis  R.  Fisk,  Samuel  Clem- 
ents.    Reserves:  Seth  Reed,  Manasseh  Hickey. 

Laymen:  John  Owen,  Henry  Fish.  Reserves:  Willard  M. 
M'Connell,  George  W.  Fish. 
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15.  East  Genesee. — Ministers:  Freeborn  G.  Hibbard,  Robert 
Hogoboom,  Charles  W.  Bennett,  James  E.  Latimer,  Dewitt  C. 
Huntington,  Thomas  Tousey,  Kassimir  P.  Jervis.  Reserves :  Will- 
iam H,  Goodwin,  Thomas  B.  Hudson. 

Laymen :  David  Decker,  Solomon  Hubbard.  Reserves :  Anson 
C.  Lindsley,  Ezra  Jones. 

16.  East  German. — 3Iinisters:  Christian  F.  Grimm.  Reserve: 
Julius  F.  Seidell. 

Laymen :  Frederick  K.  Keller.     Reserve  :  Ernst  Baelir. 

i7.  East  Maine. — Ministers:  Charles  B.  Dunn,  Lorenzo  D. 
Wardwell,  Ammi  Prince.  Reserves :  George  Pratt,  Edwin  A. 
Helmershausen. 

Laymen:  Charles  Beale,  Horace  Muzzy.  Reserves:  Hiram 
Riiggles,  Reuben  M.  Brookings. 

18.  Erie. — Ministers:  Joseph  Leslie,  Moses  Hill,  Russell  H. 
Hurlburt,  George  W.  Clarke,  James  Marvin,  William  F.  Day, 
Richard  A.  Caruthers,  Orville  L.  Mead,  John  Graham.  Reserves : 
George  W.  Maltby,  Edwin  A.  Johnson,  Homer  H.  Moore. 

Laymen  :  John  S.  M'Calmont,  Lewis  Miller.  Reserves:  Cyrus 
Clark,  John  J.  Elwell. 

19.  Genesee. — Ministers:  Thomas  Carlton,  Richard  L,  Waite, 
E.  Everett  Chambers,  Albert  D.  Wilbor.  Reserves:  John  B. 
Wentworth,  Sandford  Hunt. 

Laymen :  Francis  H.  Root,  Joseph  W.  Brown.  Reserves  :  L.  R. 
Sanborn,  H.  L  Olmsted. 

20.  Georgia. — Ministers  :  Erasmus  Q.  Fuller,  AYesley  Pretty- 
man.     Reserves  :  Jerome  Spillman,  John  W.  Yarborough. 

Laymen:  John  C,  Kimball,  James  D.  Thompson.  Reserves: 
Coke  A.  Ellington,  William  H.  Francis. 

21.  Germany  and  Switzerland. — 3finisters:  Ludwig  S.  Jacoby, 
Reserve  :  John  F.  Huist. 

Laymen  :  none  elected. 

22.  Eo\s{on.—3Iinisters :  Nelson  E.  Cobleigh,  Frank  M.  Fan- 
ning, Jonathan  L.  Mann.  Reserves  :  Raphael  W.  Patty,  Jesse  A. 
Hyden. 

Laymen :  Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  John  W.  Ramsey.  Reserves : 
Josiah  J.  Yeager,  Newton  A.  Patterson. 

23.  Illinois. — 3Iinisters:  Hiram  Buck,  William  S.  Prentice, 
William  E.  Johnson,  Peter  Akers,  Preston  Wood,  William  M'K. 
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M'Elfresh,    Caleb    P.    Baldwin.      Reserves:    William   F.   Short, 
Nathaniel  P,  Heath,  Robert  N.  Davis. 

Laymen :  William  Thomas,  Joseph  G.  English.  Reserves : 
Philip  G.  Gillette,  William  J.  Henry. 

24.  India. — Ministers:  Henry  Mansell.  Reserve:  James  W. 
Waugh. 

Laymen:  none  elected. 

25.  Indiana. — Ministers:  John  J.  Hight,  William  M'K.  Hester. 
Cyrus  Nutt,  John  Kiger.  Reserves :  William  F.  Harned,  Benja- 
min F.  Rawlins. 

Laymen:  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Washington  C.  De  PauAV. 
Reserves  :  Asa  Iglehart,  J.  S.  Smith. 

26.  Iowa. — Ministers:  William  F.  Cowles,  Francis  W.  Evans, 
Edmund  H.  Waring,  John  T.  Simmons.  Reserves:  Richard  B. 
Allender,  Isaac  P.  Teter. 

Laymen :  Isaac  A.  Hammer,  James  Hai-lan.  Reserves  :  John 
Mahin,  John  I.  Gilbert. 

27.  Kansas. — Ministers :  William  K.  Marshall,  George  S.  Dear- 
born, Robert  L.  Harford,  Werter  R.  Davis.  Reserves  :  Pearce  T. 
Rhodes,  Sheldon  Parker. 

Laymen  :  William  Fairchild,  Jonathan  J.  Wright.  Reserves  : 
John  Pipher,  Joshua  Clayton. 

28.  Kentucky. — Ministers:  William  H.  Black,  Daniel  Stevenson, 
Henry  D.  Rice.    Reserves:  William  A.  Dotson,  N.  W.  Darlington. 

Laymen:  Amos  Shinkle,  Hiram  Shaw,  Jr.  Reserves:  Benja- 
min P.  Ferris,  Reuben  Patrick. 

29.  Lexington. — Ministers:  Willis  L.  Muir.  •  Reserve:  Scott 
Ward. 

Laymen :  Marshall  W.  Taylor.     Reserve :  Jefferson  Porter. 

30.  Liberia. — Ministers:  Charles  A.  Pitman.  Reserve:  John 
C.  Lowrie. 

Laymen  :  Daniel  Smith.     Reserve :  none  elected. 

31.  Louisiana. — Ministers:  Lucius  C.  Matlack.  Reserve  :  Will- 
iam M.  Daily. 

Laymen:  Pierre  Landry.     Reserve:  Robert  W.  Bowie. 

32.  Maine. — Mi?iisters :  Parker  Jaques,  Stephen  Allen,  Charles 
Munger,  Seba  F.  Wetherbee.  Reserves :  George  Webber,  Joseph 
L.  Morse. 

Laym.e?i :  William  Deering,  Francis  A.  Plaisted.  Reserves : 
Chandler  Beale,  J.  M.  Heath. 
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33.  Michigan. — Ministers :  John  M.  Reid,  George  B.  Jocelyu, 
William  H.  Ferrine,  Israel  Coggshall,  Andrew  J.  Eldred,  Carmi 
C.  Olds,  Myron  B.  Camburn.  Keserves  ;  Resin  Sapp,  Henry  M. 
Joy. 

Laymen:  Hampton  Rich,  Charles  R.  Brown.  Reserves:  Lu- 
man  R.  Atwater,  John  W.  Stone. 

34.  Minnesota. — Ministers  :  David  Brooks,  Thomas  M.  Gossard, 
Cyrus  Brooks,  Justus  O.  Rich.  Reserves :  James  F.  Chaifee, 
Chauncey  Ho  bait. 

Laymen :  Abner  Lewis,  John  Nicols.  Reserves  :  E.  T.  Ailing, 
John  N.  Hall. 

35.  Mississippi. — 3finisters :  Albert  C.  M'Donald,  James  Lynch. 
Reserves :  Moses  Adams,  John  W.  Dunn. 

Laymen :  G.  Wiley  Wells,  Mack  Hill.  Reserves :  Frederick 
Stewart,  Edmund  Foote. 

36.  HMssonvi.— Ministers :  Joseph  H.  Hopkins,  Samuel  Huff- 
man, Nathan  Shumate.     Reserves :  B,  S.  Weller,  John  T.  Boyle. 

Laymen:  James  W.  Lewis,  Samuel  W^.  Garrett.  Reserves: 
T.  J.  C.  Fagg,  Francis  D.  Phillips. 

37.  Nebraska. — Ministers :  Thomas  B.  Lemon,  John  B.  Max- 
field.     Reserves  :  Alvin  G.  White,  Martin  Prichard. 

Laymen:  Eliphus  H.  Rogers,  Sterling  P.  Majors.  Reserves: 
John  Ritchie,  William  A.  Burr. 

38.  Nevada. — Ministers:  Thomas  H.  M'Grath.  Reserve:  John 
D.  Hammond. 

Laymen :  Henry  J.  Blaisdell.     Reserve :  Henry  Knapp. 

39.  Newark. — 3Ii?iisters :  Isaac  W.  Wiley,  Jonathan  T.  Crane, 
Alexander  L.  Brice,  Robert  L.  Dashiell,  James  R,  Bryan,  Jona- 
than K.  Burr.  Reserves :  Stacy  W.  Hilliard,  Lewis  R.  Dunn, 
James  N.  Fitzgerald. 

Layinen:  David  Camjjbell,  James  Strong.  Reserves  :  Amos 
Hoagland,  George  J.  Ferry. 

40.  New  England.— J/i»w^grs ;  William  R.  Clark,  Gilbert 
Haven,  David  Sherman,  Edward  A.  Manning,  Lorenzo  R.  Thayer, 
William  F.  Warren,  Willard  F.  Mallalieu,  John  W.  Lindsay. 
Reserves:  William  Butler,  George  Prentice,  Samuel  F.  Upham. 

Laymen :  William  Claflin,  Lucius  W.  Pond.  Reserves :  James 
P.  Magee,  Thomas  Kniel. 
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41.  New  Hampshire. — Ministers:  James  Pike,  Calvin  S.  Har- 
rington, Cadford  M.  Dinsmore,  Robert  S.  Stubbs.  liescrvcs :  Silas 
G.  Kellogg,  Orlando  H.  Jasper. 

Laymen:  Nathaniel  S.  Berry,  Horace  W.  Oilman.  Reserves: 
Ira  E.  Chase,  F.  L.  Sprague. 

42.  New  Jersey. — MlniMers :  Isaiah  D.  King,  Jacob  B.  Graw, 
Charles  E.  Hill,  Joseph  B.  Dobbins,  Aaron  E.  Ballard.  Reserves : 
Garner  R.  Snyder,  Thomas  Hanlon. 

Laymen :  Samuel  A.  Dobbins,  James  Bishop.     Reserves :  T.  V. 

F.  Rusling,  James  F.  Rusling. 

43.  New  York. — Ministers:  Cyrus  D.  Foss,  Morris  D'C.  Craw- 
ford, John  Miley,  Randolph  S.  Foster,  Abiathar  M.  Osbon,  Ste- 
phen D.  Brown,  William  Goss,  Sandford  I.  Ferguson,  Joseph  B. 
Wakeley.     Reserves:  Lucius  H.  King,  Zephaniah  N.  Lewis,  Henry 

B.  Ridgaway. 

Laymen :  William  J.  Groo,  John  B.  Cornell.     Reserves :  Chas. 

C.  North,  George  G.  Decker. 

44.  New  York  East. — Ministers  :  Albert  S.  Hunt,  Edward  G. 
Andrews,  Daniel  Curry,  George  W.  Woodruff,  James  M.  Buckley, 
Thomas  G.  Osborne,  William  M'Allister.  Reserves:  John  B. 
Merwin,  Hart  F.  Pease. 

Laymen :  Oliver  Hoyt,  George  G.  Reynolds.  Reserves  :  John 
French,  Charles  Parker. 

45.  North  Carolina. — Ministers :  William  G.  Matton.  Reserve . 
Matthew  Alston. 

Laymen:  John  A.  Haskins.  Reserves:  Cyrus  W.  Alexander, 
Albion  W.  Tourgee. 

46.  North  Indiana. — Ministers :  William  H.  Goode,  Thomas 
Bo-wman,  William  S.  Birch,  Ner  H.  Phillips,  Orange  V.  Lemon. 
Reserves  :  M.  H.  Mendenhall,  Lonson  W.  Monson. 

Laymen :  Joseph  A.  Funk,  William  R.  West.  Reserves  :  Geo. 
W.  Milburn,  Aaron  C.  Swazie. 

47.  North  Ohio. — Ministers:  Francis  S.  Hoyt,  Aaron  J,  Lyon, 
Lorenzo  Warner,  William  C.  Peirce,  John  A.  Mudge.  Reserves  : 
Joseph  F.  Kennedy,  Henry  Whiteman. 

Laymen  :   Horace  Benton,  Henry  Ebbert.     Reserves  :  Sterling 

G.  Bushnell,  Welcome  O.  Parker. 

43.  North-west  German. — Ministers:  Christian  A.  Loeber, 
Frederick  Kopp,  John  J.  Keller.  Reserves :  Frederick  Schuler, 
William  Pfaefle. 
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Laymen :  Henry  E.  Dickhaut,  Casper  H.  Schurmeier.  Reserves : 
JochaL-eia  Sefelt,  John  Spink. 

49.  Worth-west  Indiana. — Ministers :  Allen  A.  Gee,  Joseph  C. 
Reed,  Nelson  L.  Brakunian,  Samuel  Godfrey.  Reserves:  Aaron 
"Wood,  Luther  Taylor. 

Laymen  :  Henry  S.  Lane,  John  Brownfield.  Reserves :  Mark 
Jones,  L.  B.  Sims. 

50.  Ohio. — Ministers :  Steplien  M.  Merrill,  Joseph  M.  Trimble, 
Andrew  B.  See,  William  Porter,  Thomas  H.  Phillips.  Reserves  : 
Bai-zillai  N.  Spahr,  Frederic  Merrick. 

Laymen  :  Leander  J.  Critchfield,  Hezekiah  S.  Bundy.  Reserves : 
Mills  Gardner,  W.  T.  M'Clintock. 

51.  Qreq'jV,.—3Iinisters  :  John  F.  Devore,  Carroll  C.  Stratton. 
Reserves  :  Nehemiah  Doane,  Henry  K.  Hines. 

Laymeti :  George  Abernethy,  Joseph  S.  Smith.  Reserves  :  Ed- 
win N.  Cook,  William  Patterson. 

52.  ^hi'iBdolphiSL.— Ministers  :  Samuel  W.  Thomas,  William  C. 
Robinson,  William  H.  Elliott,  John  P.  Diirbin,  John  B.  M'Cul- 
lough,  W'lliam  Cooper.  Reserves :  Robert  H.  Pattison,  James 
Cunningham. 

Laymen  :  Thomas  Tasker,  Sr.,  Charles  Albright.  Reserves  :  J. 
Wesley  Awl,  James  Long. 

53.  Pittsburgh. — Ministers :  Samuel  H.  Nesbit,  Israel  C.  Persh- 
ing, John  Williams,  John  W.  Baker,  Joseph  Horner,  Andrew  J. 
Endsley,  William  Hunter,  James  S.  Bracken,  Charles  A.  Holmes. 
Reserves :  David  L.  Dempsey,  Stephen  F.  Minor. 

Laymen :  Charles  J.  Albright,  Alexander  Bradley,  Reserves : 
John  Hunter,  J.  W.  F.  White. 

54.  Providence. — Ministers  :  Micah  J.  Talbot,  Daniel  A.  Whe- 
don,  William  T.  Harlow,  David  H.  Ela,  Frederick  Upham.  Re- 
serves:  Samuel  C.  Brown,  George  W.  Brewster. 

Laymen:  George  F.  Gavitt,  William  A.  Wardwelh  Reserves  : 
Timothy  Keeney,  Benjamin  Pitman. 

55.  Rock  Ri\er.— Ministers :  Luke  Hitchcock,  Charles  H.  Fowl- 
er, Miner  Raymond,  Samuel  A.  W.  Jewett,  William  H.  Harring- 
ton, James  H.  More.  Reserves  :  William  C.  Willing,.  William  C. 
Dandy. 

Laymen :  Grant  Goodrich,  Benjamin  F.  Sheets.  Reserves : 
Fredeiick  C.  Petrie,  E.  P.  Cook. 
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56.  Saint  Louis. — Ministers :  Benjamin  F.  Craiy,  Augustus  C. 
George,  William  H.  Gillam,  Matthew  Sorin,  Reserves :  Thomas 
H.  Haggerty,  Jesse  L.  Walker,  E.  W.  S.  Peck. 

Laymen :  Benjamin  R.  Bonnei-,  James  W.  L.  Slavens.  Re- 
ser\^es :  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  J.  S.  Waddell. 

57.  South  C&voMna.— Ministers :  Alonzo  Webster,  James  B. 
Middletown.     Reserves  :  Eliphalet  W.  Jackson,  Henry  J.  Fox. 

Laymen  :  Henry  L.  Cordozo,  Charles  H.  Hollo  way.  Reserves  : 
Benjamin  F.  Whittemore,  Wilson  Cook. 

58.  South-eastern  Indiana. — Ministers  t-YAiOdh.  G.Wood,  Samp- 
son Tincher,  Francis  A.  Hester.  Reserves  :  Williamson  Terrill, 
Fernando  C.  HoUiday. 

Laymen:  E.  K.  Hosford,  James  C.  M'Intosh,  Reserves: 
James  H.  V.  Smith,  David  G.  Phillips. 

59.  Southern  Illinois. — Ministers :  Robert  Allyn,  John  Yan 
Cleve,  George  W.  Hughey,  Ephraim  Joy,  Benjamin  R.  Pierce. 
Reserves  :  Christopher  J.  Houts,  James  A.  Robinson. 

Laymen :  William  Stoker,  Ethelbert  Callahan.  Reserves : 
Benjamin  Hypes,  J.  Peny  Johnson. 

60.  South-west  German. — Ministers :  Philip  Kuhl,  John  Schlag- 
enhauf,  William  Koeneke.  Reserves:  Henry  Fiegenbaum,  Ru- 
dolph Havighorst. 

Laymen  :  Dietrich  C.  Smith,  Adam  Klippel.  Reserves  :  Gott- 
lieb F.  Niedringhaus,  Philip  Eisenmeier. 

61.  Tennessee. — Ministers  :  David  Rutledge,  John  Braden.  Re- 
serves :  Felix  W.  Vinson,  Otis  O.  Knight. 

Laymen :  Tiiomas  H.  Caldwell,  Robert  Quinn.  Reserves : 
William  H.  Huston,  James  G.  Ogden. 

62.  Texas. — Ministers  :  William  R.  Fayle.  Reserve  :  George 
W.  Honey. 

Laymen :  Erastus  Carter.    Reserve  :  Hosea  Johns. 

63.  Troy. — Ministers :  Homer  Eaton,  Elisha  Watson,  Merritt 
B.  Mead,  Chester  F.  Burdick,  Andrew  Witherspoon,  Sanford 
Washburn,  Erastus  Wentworth,  Samuel  Meredith.  Reserves : 
Da\'id  P.  Hulburd,  Joseph  E.  King. 

Laymen  :  William  Wells,  Hiram  A,  Wilson.  Reserves  :  Geo. 
L.  Clark,  Henry  M.  Seeley. 

64.  Upper  iQ^Nd^.— Ministers  :  Alpha  J.  Kynett,  William  Brush, 
John  Bowman,  Richard  Swearengin,  Richard  W.  Keeler,  Elias 
Skinner.     Reserves  :  Henry  W.  Reed,  Emory  Miller. 
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Laymen:  Hiram  Price,  Dennis  N.  Cooley.  Keserves  :  Lorenzo 
D.  Tracey,  Cocker  F.  Clarkson. 

65.  \tVVC\QrA.— Ministers :  J.  C.  TTatson  Coxe,  Horace  W. 
"Worihen,  Isaac  M'Ann,  Joseph  A.  Sherburne.  Reserves:  Will- 
iam D.  Malcom,  Putnam  P.  Ray. 

Laymen  :  Paul  Dillingham,  Robert  J.  Saxe.  Reserves :  Asa  ]M. 
Dickey,  F.  P.  Ball. 

66.  Virginia. — Ministers:  Elisha  P.  Phelps.  Reserve:  Andrew 
J.  Porter. 

Laymen:  "William  ^.  Berkley.     Reserve:  Harrison  Phoebus. 

67.  Washington. — Ministers :  Benjamin  Brown,  Robert  H.  Rob- 
inson, James  Peck.     Reserves  :  Perry  G.  Walker,  John  H.  Brice. 

Laymen  :  Aaron  Shovelen,  James  A.  Harris.  Reserves :  Heni-y 
W.  Martin,  Joseph  Ambush. 

68.  West  Virginia. — Ministers  :  Alexander  IMartin,  Jeremiah  W. 
Webb,  Samuel  Steele,  Gideon  Martin.  Reserves:  Benjamin  Ison, 
Daniel  H.  K.  Dix. 

Laymen:  Chester  D.  Hubbard,  Waitman  T.  Wiley.  Reserves : 
Thomas  H.  Logan,  Nathan  Goff,  Sr. 

69.  West  Wisconsin. — Ministers :  John  B.  Bachman,  Joseph  B. 
Reynolds,  Alfred  Brunson,  Thomas  M.  Fullerton.  Reserves : 
Richard  Dudgeon,  Peter  S.  Mather. 

Laymen :  John  H.  Rountree,  John  E.  Stillman.  Reserves : 
Thomas  D.  Steele,  Daniel  T.  Abell. 

70.  Wilmington. — Ministers :  John  B.  Qnigg,  Thomas  J. 
Tliompson,  Wesley  Kenney,  Charles  Hill.  Reserves :  John  D. 
Curtis,  Robert  W.  Todd. 

Laymen:  Daniel  M.  Bales,  Walter  H.  Thompson.  Reserves: 
John  F.  Williamson,  Thomas  Mallalieu. 

71.  Wisconsin. — Ministers :  George  M.  Steele,  Phinehas  B. 
Pease,  Henry  Bannister,  Caleb  D.  Pillsbury,  Wesson  G.  Miller. 
Reserves  :  Samuel  Fallows,  William  P.  Stowe. 

Laymen :  Riverious  Elmore,  William  P.  Lyon.  Reserves : 
Hiram  A.  Jones,  Byron  Kingsbury. 

72.  Wyoming. — Ministers:  Reuben  Nelson,  Thomas  Harroun, 
William  H.  Olin,  William  G.  Qiical,  George  Peck,  De  Witt  C.  Olm- 
sted.    Reserves :  William  Bixby,  Henry  Wheeler,  Luther  Peck. 

Laymen :  Ziba  Bennett,  Niels  T.  Childs.  Reserves :  Payne 
Pettibone,  Horace  G.  Prindle. 


12  Summary  of  Delegates. 

All  the  Electoral  Conferences  of  Laymen,  except  those  of  Ger- 
many and  India,  elected  lay  delegates.  Delaware  Conference  did 
not  elect  any  reserve  ministerial  delegate.  Liberia  Electoral  Con- 
ference did  not  elect  any  reserve  lay  delegate.  One  ministerial 
delegate  has  died  since  his  election,  namely.  Rev.  M.  B.  Camburn, 
of  the  Michiojan  Conference. 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  MINISTERIAL  DELEGATES. 


Delegates.  Conferences. 

1  Akers,  Peter Ulinois. 

2  Allen,  Stephen Maine. 

8  AUyn,  Robert Southern  Illinois. 

4  Anderson,  Andrew  J Central  Illinois. 

5  Andrews,  Edward  G New  York  East, 

6  Eachman,  John  B "West  Wisconsin. 

7  Baker,  -Jolin  W Pittsburgh. 

8  Baldwin,  Caleb  P. Blinois. 

9  Ballard,  Aaron  E New  Jersey. 

10  Bannister,  Henry Wisconsin. 

11  Barnes,  Samuel Central  Pennsylvania. 

12  Bennett,  Charles  W East  Genesee. 

13  Bingham,  Isaac  S Black  River. 

14  Birch,  William  S North  Indiana. 

15  Black,  William  H Kentucky. 

IG  Bowman,  John Upper  Iowa. 

17  Bowman,  Thomas North  Indiana. 

18  Bracken,  James  S Pittsburgh. 

19  Braden,  John Tennessee. 

20  Brakeman,  Nelson  L North-west  Indiana. 

21  Bresce,  Phinehas  F Des  Moines. 

23  Brice,  Alexander  L Newark. 

23  Brooks,  Cyrus Minnesota. 

24  Brooks,  David Minnesota. 

25  Brown,  Benjamin Washington. 

2C  Brown,  Stephen  D New  York. 

27  Brunson,  Alfred West  Wisconsin. 

23  Brush,  WUliam Upper  Iowa. 

29  Bryan,  James  R Newark. 

30  Buck,  Hiram Illinois. 

81  Buckley,  James  M New  York  East. 

82  Burdick,  Chester  F Troy. 

33  Burr,  Jonathan  K Newark. 
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Delegates.  Conferences. 

34  Cambura,  Myron  B Michigan, 

35  Carlton,   Thomas (Jenesee. 

36  Caruthers,  Kichard  A Erie. 

37  Chaflfee,  Francis  M Central  Illinois. 

38  Chalfant,  James  F Cincinnati. 

39  Chambers,  Ebenezer  E Genesee. 

40  Clark,  William  R New  England. 

41  Clarke,  George  W Erie. 

42  Clements,  Samuel Detroit. 

43  Cobleigh,  Nelson  E Holston. 

44  Coggshall,  Israel Michigan. 

45  Cooper,  William Philadelphia. 

46  Cowles,  William  F Iowa. 

47  Coxe,  J.  C.  Watson Vermont. 

48  Crane,  Jonathan  T Newark. 

49  Crary,  Benjamin  F Saint  Louis. 

50  Crawford,  Morris  D"C New  York. 

51  Cumming,  Joseph  S Central  Illinois. 

52  Curry,  Daniel New  York  East. 

53  Cmrtis,  Edwaid  C Central  New  York. 

54  Dashiell,  Robert  L Newark. 

55  Davis,  Werter  R Kansas. 

56  Day,  William  F Erie. 

57  Deale,  John  S Baltimore. 

58  Dearborn,  George  S Kansas. 

59  Devore,  John  F Oregon. 

60  Dinsmore,  Cadford  M New  Hampshire. 

61  Dobbins,  Joseph  B New  Jersey. 

62  Dunn,  Charles  B East  Maine. 

63  Durbin,  John  P Philadelphia. 

64  Eaton,  Homer Troy. 

65  Eddy,  Thomas  M Baltimore. 

66  Edwards,  Arthur Detroit. 

67  Ela,  David  H Providence. 

68  Eldred,  Andrew  J Michigan. 

69  Elliott,  William  H Philadelphia. 

70  Endsley,  Andrew  J Pittsburgh. 

71  Evans,  Francis  W Iowa. 

72  Fanning,  Frank  M Holston. 

73  Fayle,  William  R. Texas. 

74  Ferguson,  Sandford  L New  York. 

75  Fisk,  Lewis  R Detroit. 

76  Foss,  Cyrus  D New  York. 

77  Foster,  Randolph  S New  York. 
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Delegates.  Conferences. 

78  Fowler,  Charles  H Rock  River. 

79  Fuller,  Erasmus  Q Georgia. 

80  FuUerton.  Thomas  M "West  Wisconsin. 


81  Gee,  Allen  A North-west  Indiana. 

82  George,  Augustus  C Saint  Louis. 

83  Gere,  John  A Central  Pennsylvania. 

84  Gibson,  Otis California. 

85  Gillam,  "William  H Saint  Louis. 

86  Godfrey,  Samuel North-west  Indiana. 

87  Golliday,  Uri  P Des  Monies. 

88  Goode,  "William  H North  Indiana. 

89  Goss,  William New  York. 

90  Gossard,  Thomas  M Minnesota. 

91  Graham,  John Erie. 

92  Graw,  Jacob  B New  Jersey. 

93  Grimm,  Christian  F East  German. 

94  Hamlm.  Benjamin  B Central  Pennsylvania. 

95  Harford,  Robert  L Kansas. 

96  Harlow,  William  T Providence. 

97  Harmount,  Alexander Central  Ohio. 

98  Harrington,  Calvin  S New  Hampshire. 

99  Harrington,  Wm.  H Rock  River. 

100  Hai-ris,  William  L Central  Ohio. 

101  Harroun,  Thomas Wyoming. 

102  Haven,  Erastus  0 Detroit. 

103  Haven,  Gilbert New  England. 

104  Hester,  Francis  A S.  E.  Indiana. 

105  Hester,  William  WK Indiana. 

106  Hibbard,  Freeborn  G East  Genesee. 

107  Hight,  John  J Indiana. 

108  Hill,  Charles Wilmington. 

109  Hill,  Charles  E New  Jersey. 

110  Hill,  Moses Erie. 

111  Hitchcock,  Luke Rock  River. 

112  Hodgson,  Francis Central  Pennsylvania. 

113  Hogoboom,  Robert East  Genesee. 

114  Holmes,  Charles  A Pittsburgh. 

115  Hopkins,  Joseph  H Missouri. 

110  Homer,  Joseph Pittsburgh. 

117  Hoyt,  Francis  S North  Ohio. 

118  Huffman,  Samuel Missouri. 

119  Hughey,  George  W Southern  Illinois. 

120  Hunt,  Albert  S New  York  East. 

121  Hunter,  William Pittsburgh. 
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Delegates.  Conferencea. 

122  Hunter,  William  H Central  Illinois. 

123  Huntington,  Dewitt  C East  Genesee. 

124  Hurlburt,  Russell  H Erie. 

125  Ives.  Benoni  I Central  New  York. 

126  Jacoby,  Ludwig  S Germany  &  Switz'nd. 

127  Jaques,  Parker Maine. 

128  Jervis,  Kassimir  P East  Genesee. 

129  Jewell,  Frank  F Central  New  York. 

130  Jewett,  Samuel  A.  W Rock  River. 

131  Jocelyn,  George  B Michigan. 

132  Johnson,  William  E Illinois. 

133  Joy,  Ephraim Southern  Illiuois. 

134  Keeler,  Richard  W Upper  Iowa. 

135  Keller,  John  J North-west  German. 

136  Kenney,  Wesley ; Wilmington. 

137  Kiger,  John Indiana. 

138  King,  Isaiah  D New  Jersey. 

139  Klein,  John  A Central  German. 

140  Knotts,  Joseph Des  Moines. 

141  Koeneke  William South-west  German. 

142  Kopp,  Frederic North-west  German. 

143  Kuhl,  Philip , South-west  German. 

144  Kynett,  Alpha  J Upper  Iowa. 

145  Lakin,  Arad  S Alabama. 

146  Lahahan,  John Baltimore. 

147  Latimer,  James  E East  Genesee. 

1-^8  Lemon,  Orange  V North  Indiana. 

1 19  Lemon,  Thomas  B Nebraska. 

150  Leslie,  Joseph Erie. 

151  Lindsay,  John  W New  England. 

152  Loeber,  Christian  A North-west  Gennan. 

153  Lore,  Dallas  D Central  New  York. 

154  Lyon,  Aaron  J North  Ohio. 

155  Lynch,  James Mississii^pi. 

156  M'Allister,  William ". New  York  East. 

157  M'Ann,  Isaac Vermont. 

158  M'Cauley,  James  A Baltimore. 

159  M"Cull<)ULrli,  John  B Philadelphia. 

160  M'Don:ild,  Albert  C Mississippi. 

161  M"Elfresh,  William  M'K Illinois. 

163  M'Grath,  Thomas, Nevada. 
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163  M'Murray,  Jacob  S Central  Pennsylvania. 

164  Maclay,  William  I California. 

165  ^lallalieu,  Willard  F New  England. 

166  Mann,  Jonathan  L Holston. 

167  Manning,  Edward  A. New  England. 

168  Mansell,  Henry India. 

169  Marley,  John  F Cincinnati. 

170  Marshall,  TVilliann  K Kansas. 

171  Martin,  Alexander West  Virginia. 

172  Martin,  Gideon West  Virginia. 

173  Marvin,  James Erie. 

174  Matlack,  Lucius  C Louisiana. 

175  Matton,  William  G North  Carolina. 

176  Maxfifld,  John  B Nebraska. 

177  Mead,  Merritt  B Troy. 

178  Mead,  Orville  L Erie. 

179  Meredith,  Samuel Troy. 

180  Merrill,  Stephen  M Ohio. 

181  Middleton,  James  B South  Carolina. 

182  Miley,  John New  York. 

183  Miller,  Wesson  G Wisconsin. 

184  Mitchell,  Bennett Des  Moines. 

185  Mitchell,  Thompson Central  Pennsylvania. 

186  More,  James  H Rock  River. 

187  Morgan, Lyttleton  F Baltimore. 

188  Mudge,  John  A North  Ohio. 

189  Muir,  WHlis  L Lexington 

190  Munger,  Cbarles Maine. 

191  Munsell,  Oliver  S Central  Illinois. 

192  Nast,  William Central  German. 

193  Nelson,  Reuhen Wyoming. 

194  Nesbit,  Samuel  H Pittsburgh. 

195  Nutt,  Cyrus Indiana. 

196  Olds,  Carmi  C Michigan. 

197  Olin,  Wilham  H Wyoming. 

198  Ohnstead,  De  W^itt  C Wyoming. 

199  Osbon,  Abiathar  M New  York. 

200  Osbom,  Thomas  G New  York  East. 

201  Palmer,  Lucius  L Black  River. 

202  Pease,  Phinehas  B Wisconsin. 

203  Peck,  George Wyoming. 

204  Peck,  James Washiiisrton. 

205  Peck,  Jesse  T Central  New  York. 

206  Peirce,  William  C North  Ohio. 
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207  Pierce,  Benjamin  E SoiUlicrn  Illinois. 

208  Pcrriue,  WUliam  H Michigan. 

209  Pt-rshing.  Israel  C Pittsl)Uigh. 

210  Phelps  Arza  J Central  New  York. 

211  Phelps,  Elisha  P Virginia. 

212  Phillips,  Ner  H Nortli  Indiana. 

213  Phillips,  Thomas  H Ohio. 

214  Pike,  James New  Hampshire. 

215  Pillsbnry,  Caleb  D Wisconsin. 

216  Pitman,  Charles  A Liberia. 

217  Porter,  "William Ohio. 

218  Potter,  Thomns  G Detroit. 

219  Prentice.  William  S Illinois. 

220  Prettyman,  Wesley Holstou. 

221  Prince,  Ammi East  Maine. 

222  Queal,  Luke  C Central  New  York. 

223  Queal,  William  G '. Wyoming. 

224  Quigg,  John  B Wilmington. 

225  Raymond,  Miner Rock  River. 

226  Reed,  Joseph  C North  Indiana. 

227  Reid,  John  M Michigan. 

228  Reynclds,  Joseph  B West  AVisconsin. 

229  Rice,  Henry  D Kentucky. 

230  Rich,  Justus  O Minnesota. 

231  Ritchie,  Henderson Central  Illinois. 

232  Roberts,  Samuel  L Central  Ohio. 

238  Robinson,  Robert  H Washington. 

234  Robinson,  William  C Philadelphia. 

285  Rothweiler,  Jacob Central  Gorman. 

236  Rust,  Richard  S Cincinnati. 

237  Rutledge,  David Tennessee, 

238  Schlngenhauf,  John South-west  German. 

239  See,  Andrew  B Ohio. 

240  Sherburne,  Joseph  A Vermont. 

241  Sherman,  David New  England. 

242  Shumate,  Nathan Missouri. 

243  Simmons.  John  T Iowa. 

244  Skinner,  Ellas Upper  Iowa. 

245  Slicer,  Henry Baltimore. 

246  Smart,  James  S Detroit. 

247  Sorin,  Matthew St.  Louis. 

248  Steele,  George  M Wisconsin. 

249  Steele,  Samuel West  Virginia. 

250  Stevenson,  Daniel Kentucky. 

2 
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Delegates.  Conferences. 

251  Strtttton,  Carroll  C Oregon. 

252  Stubbs,  Robert  S. New  Hampshire. 

253  Swearengin,  Ricbard Upper  Iowa. 

254  Talbot,  Micab  J Providence. 

255  Tansey,  John  R California. 

256  Tbayer,  Lorenzo  R iN'ew  England. 

257  Thomas,  Samuel  W Philadelphia. 

258  Thompson,  Thomas  J Wilmington. 

259  Tincher,  Sampson South-east.  Indiana 

260  Tousey,  Thomas East  Genesee. 

261  Trimble,  Joseph  M Ohio. 

262  Upham,  Frederic Providence. 

263  Van  Cleve,  John Southern  Illinois. 

264  Vincent,  Bethuel  T Colorado. 

265  Waite,  Richard  L , Genesee. 

266  Wakeley,  Joseph  B New  York. 

267  Walden,  John  M Cincinnati. 

268  Wartlwell,  Lorenzo  D East  Maine. 

269  Waring,  Edmund  H Iowa. 

270  Warner,  Lorenzo North  Ohio. 

271  Warren,  William  F New  England. 

272  Washburn,  Sanford Troy. 

273  Watson,  Elisha Troy. 

274  Weakley,  John  W Cincinnati. 

275  Webb,  Jeremiah  W West  Virginia. 

276  Webster,  Alonzo South  Carolina. 

277  Wentworth,  Erastus Troy. 

278  AYetherbee,  Seba  F Maine. 

279  Wliedon,   Daniel  A Providence. 

280  White,  Lafayette  D Black  River. 

281  Wilbor,  Albert  D Genesee. 

282  Wiley,  Isaac  W Newark. 

283  Williams.  John Pittsburgh. 

284  Wilson,  Thomas  H Central  Ohio. 

285  Witherspoon,  Andrew Troy. 

286  Wood,  Enoch  G South-east.  Indiana. 

287  Wood,  Preston Illinois. 

288  Woodruff,  George  W New  York  East, 

289  Worthen.  Horace  W Vermont. 

290  Wright.  Benjamin  S Central  New  York. 

291  Wythe,  Joseph  H California. 

292  Young,  Nathan Delaware. 
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MINISTERIAL   RESERVE   DELEGATES. 


De^gatcs.  Conferencca. 

1  Adams,  Moses Mississippi. 

2  Afflerbach,  Cbrislian California. 

3  Alleuder,  Richard  B Iowa. 

4  Alston,  Matthew North  Carolina. 

5  Anthony,  Charles  V California. 

6  Baker,  Gardner Black  River. 

7  Bixby ,  William "Wyoming. 

8  Boyle,  John  T , Slissouri. 

9  Bnwster,  George  W Providence. 

10  Brice,  John  H "Washington. 

11  BrowT],  Samuel  C Providence. 

12  Butler,  "William New  England. 

13  Chaffee,  James  F Minnesota. 

14  Cunn,  George  C Cincinnati. 

15  Cunningham,  James ., Philadelphia. 

16  Ciims  James Central  Pennsylvania, 

17  Curtis,  John  D Wilmington. 

18  Daily,  "William  M Louisiana. 

19  Dandy,  William  C Rock  River. 

20  Darlington,  N.  W Kentucky. 

21  Davies,  Robert  N Illinois. 

22  Dempsey,  David  L Pittsburgh. 

23  Dix,  Daniel  H.  H West  Virginia. 

24  Doane,  Nehemiah Oregon. 

25  Dotson,  William  A Kentucky. 

20  Dudgeon,  Richard West  Wisconsin. 

27  Dunn,  John  W Mississippi. 

28  Dunn,  Lewis  R Newark. 

29  Edwards,  William  B Baltimore. 

30  Fallows,  Samuel Wisconsin. 

31  Ficgenbaum,  Henry South-west  German. 

32  Fitzgerald,  James  N Newark. 

33  Foote,  Jolm  B Central  New  York. 

34  Fox,  Heiiry  J South  Carolina. 
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85  Gibson,  Alexander  E Baltimore. 

86  Goodwin,  William  H East  Gmesoe. 

87  Gregg,  Albert  B Central  New  York. 

38  Haggei-ty,  Thomns  H Saint  Louis. 

89  Hammond,  John  D Nevada. 

40  Haney,  Ricliard Central  Illinois. 

41  Hanlon,  Tho:iias New  Jersey. 

43  Harried,  William  F Indiana. 

43  Havigborst,  Rudolph South-west  German. 

44  Heath,  Nathaniel.  P Illinois. 

45  Helmershausen,  Edwin  A East  Maine. 

46  Hickey,  Manasseh Detroit. 

47  Hilliard,  Stacy  W Newark. 

48  Hines,  Henry  K Oregon. 

49  Hobart,  Chauncey Ilinuesola. 

50  HoUiday,  Fernando  C Siiuth-easternludiana. 

51  Hoiliday.  William  H Baltimore. 

53  Honey,  George  W Texas. 

53  Houts,  Christopher  J Southern  Illinois. 

54  Hudson,  Thomas  B East  Genesee. 

55  Hulburd,  David  P Troy. 

56  Hunt,  Sandford Genesee. 

57  Hurst,  John  F Ger'y  &  Switzerland. 

58  Hyden,  Jesse  A - Holston. 

59  Ison,  Benjamin V^'est  Virginia. 

60  Jackson,  Eliphalet  W Soutli  Carolina. 

61  Jasper,  Orlando  H New  Hami^shiie. 

63  Johnson,  Edwin  A Erie. 

63  Jones,  Samuel Des  Moines, 

64  Joy,  Henry  M 3Iichigan. 

65  Kellogg,  Silas  G New  Hampshire. 

66  Kennedy.  Joseph  F North  Ohio. 

67  King,  Joseph  E Troy. 

68  King,  Lucius  H New  York. 

69  Kinney,  Melvin  D Black  River. 

70  Knight,  Otis  O Tennessee. 

71  Krehbiel,  Jacob Central  Gennan. 

73  Lewis,  Zephaniah  N New  York. 

73  Liebhart,  Henry Central  German, 

74  Lowrey,  Asbiiry Cincinnati. 

75  Lowrie,  John  C Liberia. 
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76  Malcolm,  William  D Vermont. 

77  Maltby,  George  W Erie. 

78  Mather,  Peter  S West  Wisconsin. 

79  Mendenhall,  W.  H Nortli  Indiana. 

80  Merrick,  Frederic Ohio. 

81  Merwin,  John  B New  York  East. 

82  Millei-,  Emory Upper  Iowa. 

83  Miller,  William  P Alabama. 

84  Minor,  Stephen  F Pittsburgh. 

85  Monroe,  David  S Central  Pennsylvania. 

86  Monson,  Lonson  W North  Indiana. 

87  Moore,  Homer  H Eiie. 

88  Morse,  Joseph  L Maine. 

89  Murray,  George Colorado. 

90  Parker,  Sheldon Kansas. 

91  Pattison,  Robert  H Philadelphia. 

92  Patty,  Raphael  W Holston. 

93  Pease,  Hart  F New  York  East. 

94  Peck,  E.  W.  S Saint  Louis. 

95  Peck,  Luther Wyommg. 

96  Pfaefle,  William North-west  German. 

97  Porter,  Andrew  J Virginia. 

98  Pratt,  George East  Maine. 

99  Prentice,  George New  England. 

100  Pritchard,  Martin Nebraska. 

101  Rawlins,  Benjamin  P Indiana. 

102  Ray,  Putnam  P Vermont. 

103  Reed,  Henry  W Upper  Iowa. 

104  Reed,  Seth Detroit. 

105  Rhodes,  Pearce  T Kansas. 

106  Ridgaway,  Henry  B New  York. 

107  Robinson,  James  A Southern  Illinois. 

108  Sapp,  Resin Michigan. 

109  Schuler,  Frederic North-west  German. 

110  Seidell,  Julius  F East  German. 

111  Short,  W.  F Illinois. 

112  Snyder,  Garner  R New  Jersey. 

113  Spahr,  Barzillai  N Oliio. 

114  Spottswood,  Wilson  Lee Central  Pennsylvania. 

115  Spillman,  Jerome Georgia. 

116  Stowe.  William  P Wisconsin. 

117  Taylor,  Luther North-west  Indiana. 

118  Tcrrill,  Williamson South-easternlndiana 
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119  Tcter,  Isaac  P Iowa. 

120  Todd,  John  W Des  Moines. 

121  Todd,  Robert  W Wilmington. 

122  Underwood,  William Central  Illinois. 

123  Upham,  Samuel  F New  England. 

124  Vinson,  Felix  "W Tennessee, 

125  Walker,  Jesse  L Saint  Louis. 

126  Walker,  Perry  G Washington. 

127  Ward,  Scott Lexington. 

128  Waugh,  James  W India. 

129  Webber,  George Maine. 

130  Webster,  Loring  C Central  Ohio. 

131  Weller,  B.  S Missouri. 

132  Wentworth,  John  B Genesee. 

133  Wheeler,  Henry W^yoming. 

134  White,  Alvin  G Nebraska. 

135  Whiteman,  Henry North  Ohio. 

136  Willing,  William  C Rock  River. 

137  Wood,  Aaron North-west  Indiaaaa. 

138  Wykes,  Joseph Central  Ohio. 

189  Tarborough,  John  W Georgia. 
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1  Abernethy,  George Oregon. 

2  Albright,  Charles Philadelphia. 

8  Albright,  Charles  J Pittsburgh. 

4  Ashcom,  Charles  W Central  Pennsylvania. 

5  Baldwin,  Summei-field Baltimore. 

6  Bates,  Daniel  M Wilmington. 

7  Beadle,  William  H.  H Des  Moines. 

8  Beale,  Charles East  Maine. 

9  Bennet,  Ziba Wyoming. 

10  Benton,  Horace North  Ohio. 

11  Berkly,  William  N Virginia. 

12  Berry,  Nathaniel  S New  Hampshire. 

13  Bishop,  James New  Jersey. 


Alphabetical  List  of  Lay  Belegat 


es. 
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Delegates.  Conferences. 

14  Blaisdell,  Henry  J Nevada. 

15  Bonner,  Benjamin  R Saint  Louis. 

16  Bradley,  Alexander Pittsburgh. 

17  Brown^  Cliarles  R Michigan. 

18  Brown,  Joseph  W Genesee. 

19  Brownfieli  1,  John North-west  Indiana. 

20  Briiehl,  Rudolph  A.  W Central  German. 

31  Bundy,  Hezekiah  S Ohio. 

22  Caldwell,  Thomas  H Tennessee. 

23  Callahan,  Ethelbert Southern  Illinois. 

24  Campbell,   David Newark. 

25  Carter,  Erasmus Texas. 

26  Childs,  Niels  T Wyoming. 

27  Claflin,  William New  England. 

28  Cooley,  Dennis  N Upper  Iowa. 

29  Cordozo,  Henry  L South  Carolina. 

30  Cornell,  John  B New  York. 

31  Corwin,  Ichabod Cincinnati. 

32  Critchfield,  Leander  J Ohio. 

33  Davisson,  Robert  G California. 

34  Decker,  David East  Genesee. 

35  Deering,  William M:iine. 

36  De  Pauw,  Washington  C Indiana. 

37  Dickhaut,  Henry  E North-west  German. 

38  Dillingham,  Paul Vermont. 

39  Dobbins,  Samuel  A New  Jersey, 

40  Ebbert,  Henry North  Ohio. 

41  Elmore,  Riverious Wisconsin. 

42  English,  Joseph  G Illinois. 

43  Evans,  John Colorado. 

44  Faber,  Henry  A Central  German. 

45  Fnirchild,  William Kansas. 

46  Fish,  Henry Detroit. 

47  Funk,  Joseph  A North  Indiana. 

48  Garrett,  Samuel  W Missouri. 

49  Gavitt,  George  F Providence. 

50  Gilman,  Horace  W New  Hampshire, 

51  Goodrich,  Grant Rock  River, 

52  Groo,  William  J New  York. 

53  Hackedorn,  George  G Central  Ohio. 

54  Hammer,  Isaac  A Iowa. 

55  Harlan,  James Iowa. 


24  Alphabetical  List  of  Lay  Delegates. 

Delegates.  Con  Terences. 

56  Harris,  James  A Washington. 

57  Haskins,  Joliu  A North  Carolina. 

58  Hill,  Mack Mississippi. 

59  Holloway,  Charles  H South  Carolina. 

60  Hosford,  E.  K. Snuth-easterulndiana. 

61  IIo\-t,  Oliver New  York  East. 

62  Hubbard,  Cliester  D West  Virginia. 

63  Hubbard,  Solomon East  Genesee. 

64  Ives,  Willard Black  River. 

65  Jones,  James  A Delaware. 

66  Keller,  Frederick  K Central  German. 

67  Kimball,  John.C Georgia. 

68  Klippel,  Adam South-west  German. 

69  Landry,  Pierre Louisiana. 

70  Lane,  Henry  S North-west  Lidiana. 

71  Lawrence,  William Central  Ohio. 

72  Lewis,  Abner Minnesota. 

73  Lewis,  James  W Missouri. 

74  Logan,  Thomas Central  Illinois. 

75  Lyon,  William  P Wisconsin. 

76  M'Calmont,  John  S Erie. 

77  M'Intosh,  James  C Suuth-eastern  Indiana, 

78  M' Williams,  David Central  Illinois. 

79  Majors,  Sterling  P Nel^raska. 

80  Miller,  Lewis Erie. 

81  Moore,  Edward California. 

83  Moses,  AVilliam  J Central  New  York. 

83  Muzzy,  Horace East  Maine. 

84  Nicols,  John Minnesota. 

85  Owen,  John Detroit. 

86  Patton,  John Central  Pennsylvania. 

87  Plaisled,  Francis  A Maine. 

88  Pcmd,  Lucius  W New  England. 

89  Price,  Hiram , Upper  Iowa. 

90  Quinn,  Robert Tennessee. 

91  Ramsay,  John  W Holston. 

92  Rcmi-gton,  Eliphalet Central  New  York. 

93  Reynolds,  George  G New  York  East. 


Alphabetical  List  of  Lay  Belcgates.  25 
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94  Rich,  Hampton Michigan. 

95  Rogers,  Eliphas  11 Nebraska. 

96  Root,  Francis  11 Genesee. 

97  Rountree,  John  H West  Wisconsin 

98  Sanford,  Henry  C Alabama. 

99  Saxe,  Robert  J Vermont. 

100  Smith,  Dietrich  C South-wePt  Germau, 

101  Schurmeier,  Casper  H North-west  German. 

103  Shaw,  Hiram,  Jr Kentucky. 

103  Sheets,  Benjamin  F Rock  River. 

104  Shiukle,  Amos Kentucky. 

105  Shoveler,  Aaron Washington. 

106  Sigler,  Henry  C Des  Moines. 

107  Slavens,  James  W.  L Saint  Louis. 

108  Smitli,  Daniel Liberia. 

109  Smith,  Joseph  S Oregon. 

110  Stillman,  John  E West  AVisconsin. 

111  Stoker,  William .*. .  Southern  Ulinois. 

112  Strong,  James Newark. 

113  Swing,  Philip  B Cincinnati. 

114  Tasker,  Thomas,  Sen Philadelphia. 

115  Taylor,  Marshall  W Lexington. 

116  Taylor,  Nathaniel  G Holston. 

117  Tliomas,  William Hlinois. 

118  Thompson,  James  D Georgia. 

119  Thompson,  Richard  W Indiana. 

120  Thompson,  Walter  H Wilmington. 

121  Wardwell,  William  A Providence. 

122  Wells,  G.  Wiley Mississippi. 

123  Wells,  William Troy. 

124  West,  William  R North  Indiana. 

125  Whitney,  Barney Black  River. 

126  Willey,  'Waitman  T West  Virginia. 

127  Wilson,  Hiram  A Troy. 

128  Woodward,  William  R Baltimore. 

129  Wright,  Jonathan  J Kansas. 


Lay  Reserve  Delegates. 


LAY  RESERVE  DELEGATES. 


Delegates.  Conferences. 

1  Abell,  Daniel  T West  Wisconsin. 

2  Alexander,  Cyras  W North  Carolina. 

3  Ailing,  E.  T Minnesota. 

4  Ambush,  Joseph Washington. 

5  Atwater,  Luman  R ]\Iichigaii. 

6  Awl,  John  W Philadelphia. 

7  Baehr,  Ernst East  German. 

8  Ball,  F.  P Vermont. 

9  Beale,  Chandler Maine. 

10  Boyd,  Andrew Baltimore. 

11  Bowie,  Robert  AY Louisiana. 

13  Brookings,  Reuben  M East  Maine. 

13  Burr,  William  A jSTebraska. 

14  Bushnell,  Sterling  G North  Ohio. 

15  Chambers,  Jacob Cincinnati. 

16  Chase,  Ira  E New  Hampshire. 

17  Clayton,  Joshua Kansas. 

18  Clark,  Cyrus Erie. 

19  Clark,  George  L Troy. 

30  Clarkson,  Cocker  F Upper  Iowa. 

31  Comstock,  William  H Central  New  York. 

33  Cook,  Edward  N Oregon. 

23  Cook,  E.  P Rock  River. 

24  Cook,  Wnson South  Carolina. 

25  Decker,  George  G New  York. 

26  Dickey,  A.  M Vermont. 

37  Dornbusch,  Henry Central  German. 

28  Eiseumeier,  Philip South-west  German, 

29  Elbert,  Samuel  H Colorado. 

30  Ellington,  Coke  A Georgia. 

31  Elwell,  John  J Erie. 

33  Fagg,  T.  J.  C Missouri. 

33  Ferris,  Benjamin  P Kentucky. 
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84  Ferry,  George  J Newark. 

35  Fisb,  George  W Detroit. 

36  Fisk,  Clinton  B St.  Louis. 

37  Foote,  Edmund . .  • Mississippi. 

38  Francis,  William  H Georgia. 

39  French,  John New  York  East. 

40  Gardner,  Mills Ohio. 

41  Gilbert,  John  I Iowa. 

42  Gillette,  Philip  G Illinois. 

43  Goff,  Nathan,  Sr West  Virginia. 

44  Griffin,  John  P Central  New  York, 

45  Griffith,  George  E Des  Moines. 

46  Hall,  John  N Minnesota. 

47  Handy,  Hanson Delaware. 

48  Hamiaman,  Robert  G Central  Illinois. 

49  Heath,  J.  M Maine. 

50  Henry,  William  J Illinois. 

51  Hiett,  John  W Central  Ohio. 

52  Hoagland,  Amos Newark. 

53  Hoge,  Joseph Alabama. 

54  Hunter,  John Pittsburgh. 

55  Huston,  WUliam  H Tennessee. 

56  Hypes,  Benjamin Southern  Illinois. 

57  Iglehart,  Asa Indiana. 

58  Jackson,  Mordecai  W Central  Pennsylvania. 

59  Johns,  Hosea Texas. 

60  Johnson,  Perry Southern  Illinois. 

61  Jones,  Ezra East  Genesee. 

62  Jones,  Hiram  A Wisconsin. 

63  Jones,  Mark North-west  Indiana. 

64  Keeney,  Timothy Providence. 

65  Kingsbury,  Byron Wisconsin. 

66  Knapp,  Henry Nevada. 

67  Kniel,  Thomas New  England. 

68  Kurtz,  Jacoba Central  German. 


69  Lindsley,  A.  C East  Genesee. 

70  Lippett,  Edward  8 California. 

71  Logan,  Thomas  H West  Virginia. 

72  Long,  James Philadelphia. 

73  Lyman,  Nathan  E Central  Illinois. 


28  Lay  Reserve  Delegates. 

Delegates.  Conferences. 

74  MClintock,  W.  T Ohio. 

75  M'Conncll,  Willard  M Detroit, 

76  M-Donald,  Goorge  W.  B California. 

77  ]\I:igce,  Jaiucs  P New  England. 

78  Mahin,  John Iowa. 

79  Mnllalieu,  Thomas Wilmington. 

80  Martin,  Henry  W Washington. 

81  Milburn,  George  W North  Indiana. 

83  Niedringhaus,  Gottlieb  F South-west  German. 

83  North,  Charles  C New  York. 

84  Nourse,  Charles  C Des  Moines. 

85  Ogdeu,  James  G Tennessee. 

86  Olmsted,  H.  I Genesee. 

87  Parker,  Charles New  York  East. 

88  Parker,  Welcome  O North  Ohio. 

89  Patrick.  Keuben Kentucky. 

90  Patterson,  Newton  A Holston. 

91  Patterson,  William Oregon. 

92  Paxton.  William  W Central  Pennsylvania. 

93  Petiie,  Frederic  C Kock  River. 

94  Pettibone,  Payne Wyoming. 

95  Phillips,  David  G South-eastern  Indiana. 

96  Phillips,  Francis  D Missouri. 

97  Phillips,  John  M Cincinnati. 

98  Phoebus,  Harrison Virginia. 

99  Pipher,  John Kansas. 

100  Pitman,  Benjamin Providence. 

101  Porter,  Jefferson Lexington. 

102  Prindle,  Horace  G Wyoming. 

103  Randolph,  John  W Baltimore. 

104  Ritchie,  John Nebraska. 

105  Ruggles.  Hiram East  Maine, 

106  Rusling,  James  F New  Jersey, 

107  Rusling,  T.  V.  F New  Jersey. 

108  Sanborn,  L.  R Genesee. 

109  Seeley,  Henry  M Troy. 

110  Sefelt,  Jochakein North-west  German. 

111  Seraans,  William  O Central  Ohio. 

112  Sims,  L.  B North-west  Indiana. 

113  Smitii,  James  H.  V South-eastern  Indiana. 

114  Smith,  J.  S Indiana. 

115  Spink,  John North-west  German. 
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Delegrates.  Conferences. 

116  Sprague,  F.  L New  Hampshire. 

117  Steele,  Thomas  D West  Wisconsin. 

118  Stewart,  Diivitl  A  Black  River. 

119  Stewart,  Frederic. Mississippi. 

120  Stone,  John  W Micliigan. 

121  Swazie,  Aaron  C North  Indiana. 

122  Tourgee,  Albion  W North  Carolina. 

123  Tracj',  Lorenzo  D Upper  Iowa. 

124  Waddell,  J.  S Saint  Louis. 

125  White,  J.  W.  F Pittslmrgh. 

126  Whitney,  William Eock  River. 

127  Whittemore,  B.  F South  Carolina. 

1 28  Williamson,  John  F Wilmington. 

129  Yeagcr,  Josiah  J Holston. 


Ministerial  Delegates 293 

Lay  Delegates 129 

Total  number  of  Delegates 421 

Ministerial  Reserve  Delegates 13S 

Lay  Reserve  Delegates 129 

Total  number  of  Reserve  Delegates 267 
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GENEKAL   CONFERENCE   OE   1872. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  1. 

The  Sixteenth  Delegated  General  Conference 
OF  THE  Mkthodist  EPISCOPAL  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America  assembled  in  the  Academy  of 
Music,  in  the  city  of  Biooklyn,  New  York,  on  the 
first  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  eighteen  Imndred 
and  seventy-two. 

Bishops  present,  Thomas  A.  Morris,  Edmund  S. 
Janes,  Levi  Scott,  Matthew  Simpson,  and  Edward 
R.  Ames. 

The  Conference  was  called  to  order  at  nine  o'clock 
by  Bishop  Morris.  Bishop  Ames  inti'oduced  the  re- 
ligious services  by  reading  the  thirty-fifth  chapter  of 
Isaiah.  Bishop  Janes  announced  the  hymn  com- 
mencing 

"  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name  1  " 

After  the  hymn  had  been  sung,  George  Peck,  of  the 
Wyoming  Conference,  oifered  prayer. 

Bishop  Simpson  then  read  the  twelfth  chapter  of 
first  Corintliians.  Bishop  Scott  read  the  hymn  com- 
mencing 

"  I  love  thy  kingdom,  Lord." 


IVIay  1. 


General  Confer- 
ence meets. 


Bishops     pres- 
ent. 


Bishop  Morris 
calls  the  Con- 
ference to  or- 


Opening    relig- 
ious services. 


The  hymn  having  been  sung,  Peter  Akers,  of  the 
Illinois  Conference,  led  in  prayer. 

At  this  point  Bishop  Janes  took  the  chair,  and  re- 
quested the  Secretary  of  the  last  General  Conference 
to  call  the  roll  of  delegates  elected  to  this  General 
Conference. 


Secretary  of  the 
last  General 
Con  ference 
calls  tlie  roll 
of  delegates 
elected 
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The  list  of  Conferences  was  called,  and  certificates 
of  election  were  presented  as  follows  : 

Alabama. 
Akad  S,  Lakin. 

Baltimore. 
Lyttleton  F.  MoRGAisr,  Henry  Slicer, 
James  A.  M'Cauley,     John  S.  Deale, 
John  Lanahan,  Thomas  M.  Eddy. 

Black  River. 

Isaac  S.  Bingham,  Lafayette  D.  White, 

Lucius  L.  Palmer. 


California. 
John  R.  Tansey,  Otis  Gibson, 


William  J.  M. 


Joseph  II.  Wythe. 


centeal  Gee-  Central  German. 

KAM. 

William  Nast,  Jacob  Rothweiler, 

John  A.  Klein. 


Centeal  Illi- 
nois. 


Central  Illinois. 
William  H.  Hunter,    Joseph  S.  Gumming, 
Oliver  S.  Munsell,       Francis  M.  Ghaffee, 
Andrew  J.  Anderson,  Henderson  Ritchie. 


Centeal  New 
York. 


Dallas  D 
Jesse  T.  Peck, 
Benoni  I.  Ives, 
Luke  G.  Queal. 


Central  New  York. 
Lore,  Edward  G.  Gurtis, 


Frank  F.  Jewell, 
Benjamin  S.  Wright, 
Arza  J.  Phelps. 


Centeal  Ohio.  Central  OhiO. 

William  L.  Harris,      Samuel  L.  Roberts, 
Alexander  Harmount,  Thomas  H.  Wilson. 

Central pf.nn-  Central  Pennsylvania. 

8YLVANIA.  -^ 

Benjamin  B.  Hamlin,   Jacob  S.  M'Murray, 
Thompson  Mitchell,     John  A.  Gere, 
Francis  Hodgson,  Samuel  Barnes. 
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Cincinnati. 
JoHi^  W.  Weakley,      Johjt  F.  Marlat, 
John  M,  Waldex,         Richakd  S.  Rust, 
James  F,  Chalfant. 

Colorado. 
Bethuel  T.  Yincent. 

Delaware. 
Nathan  Young. 

Des  Moines. 
Fri  P.  GoLLiDAT,  Joseph  Knotts, 

Bennett  Mitchell^        Phinehas  F.  Bresee. 

Detroit. 
Erastus  O.  Haven,       James  S.  Smart, 
Arthur  Edwards,         Lewis  R.  Fisk, 
Thomas  G.  Potter,        Samuel  Clements. 

East  G-enesee. 
Freeborn  G.  Hibbard,  James  E,  Latimer, 
Robert  Hogoboom,        De  Witt  C.  Huntington, 
Charles  W.  Bennett,  Thomas  Tousey, 
Kassimir  p.  Jervis. 

East  German, 
Christian  F.  Grimm. 

East  Maine. 

Charles  B.  Dunn,         Lorenzo  D.  Wardwell, 

Ammi  Prince. 

Erie. 
Joseph  Leslie,  James  Marvin, 

Moses  Hill,  William  F.  Day, 

Russell  H.  Hurlburt,  Richard  A.  Caruthers, 
George  W.  Clarke,     Orville  L.  Mead, 
John  Graham. 


INXay  1. 

First  Day. 


Cincinnati. 


East  Genesee. 


Ebue. 


Genesee. 
Thomas  Carlton,  Ebenezer  E.  Chambers, 

Albert  D.  Wilror. 
3 


Richard  L.  Watte, 
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Georgia. 
Erasmus  Q.  Fuller,     Wesley  Pkettyman. 

Germany  and  Switzerland. 
LuDwiG  S.  Jacoby. 

Holston. 
Nelson  E.  Cobleigh,    Feank  M.  Fannk^g, 
Jonathan  L.  Mann. 

Illinois. 
Hiram  Buck,  Peter  Akers, 

William  S.  Prentice,  Preston  Wood, 
William  E.  Johnson,   Wm.  M'K.  M'Elfresh, 
Caxeb  p.  Baldwin. 

India. 
Henry  Mansell. 

Indiana. 
John  J.  Hight,  Cyrus  Nutt, 

William  M'K.  Hester,  John  Kiger. 

Iowa. 
William  F.  Cowles,     Edmund  H.  Waring, 
Francis  W.  Evans,       John  T.  Simmons. 

Kansas. 
William  K.  Marshall,  Robert  L.  Harford, 
George  S,  Dearborn,  Werter  R.  Davis. 

Kentucky. 
William  H.  Black,       Daniel  Stevenson, 
Henry  D.  Rice. 

Lexington. 
Willis  L.  Muir. 

Liberia. 
Charles  A.  Pitman. 

Louisiana. 
Lucius  C.  Matlack. 
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Parker  Jaques, 
Stephen  Allen, 


Maine. 

Charles  Mtjnger, 
Seba  F.  Wetherbee. 


Michigan. 
John  M.  Reid,  Israel  Coggshall, 

George  B.  Joceltn,     Andrew  J.  Eldred, 
William  H.  Perrine,  Carmi  C.  Olds. 

Minnesota. 
David  Brooks,  Cyrus  Brooks, 

Thomas  M,  Gossard,      Justus  O.  Rich. 

Mississippi. 
Albert  C.  M'Donald,    James  Lynch. 

Missouri. 
Joseph  H.  Hopkins,       Samuel  Huffman, 
Nathan  Shumate. 

Nebraska.  • 
Thomas  B.  Lemon,         John  B.  Maxfield. 

Nevada. 
Thomas  M'Grath. 

Newark. 
Isaac  "W.  Wiley,  Robert  L.  Dashiell, 

Jonathan  T.  Crane,      James  R.  Bryan, 
Alexander  L.  Brice,     Jonathan  K.  Burr. 

New  England. 
William  R.  Clark,        Lorenzo  R.  Thayer, 
Gilbert  Haven,  William  F.  Warren, 

David  Sherman,  Willard  F.  Mallalieu, 

Edward  A.  Manning,    John  M.  Lindsay. 

New  Hampshire. 
James  Pike,  Cadford  M.  Dinsmore, 

Calvin  S,  Harrington,  Robert  S.  Stubbs. 

New  Jersey. 
Isaiah  D.  King,  Charles  E.  Hill, 

Jacob  B.  Graw,  Joseph  B.  Dobbins, 

Aaron  E.  Ballard. 
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New  York. 
Cyhus  D.  Foss,  Abiathar  M.  Osbox, 

Morris  D'C.Crawfokd,  Stephex  D.  Broytx, 
John  Miley,  William  Goss, 

Ra>-dolph  S.  Foster,     Saxdford  I.  Ferguson, 
Joseph  B.  Wakeley. 


Xew         Yokk 
East. 


New  York  East. 
Albert  S.  Hu>a',  George  W.  Woodruff, 

Edward  G.  Andrews,   James  M.  Buckley, 
Daniel  Curky,  Thomas  G.  Osborn, 

"William  M'Allister. 


North     Cabo- 

LIHA. 


North  Carolina. 
William  G.  ^Iatton. 


NOETH         IXDI- 
A2>A. 


North  Indiana. 
William  H.  Goode,        William  S,  Birch, 
Thomas  Bowman,  Neb  H,  Phillips, 

Orange  V.  Lemon. 


North  Ohio. 
Francis  S.  Hoyt,  Lorenzo  Warner, 

Aaron  J.  Lyon,  William  C.  Peirce, 

John  A.  Mudge. 


NOKTH--5rE6 

Gebmak, 


North-west  German. 
Christian  A.  Loeber,    Frederic  Kopp, 
John  J.  Keller. 


North-west 
Indiana. 


North-west  Indiana. 
Allen  A.  Gee,  Nelson  L.  Brakeman, 

Joseph  C.  Reed,  Samuel  Godfrey. 


Ohio. 
Stephen  M.  ]SIerrill,    Andrew  B.  See, 
Joseph  M.  Trimble,        William  Porter, 
Thomas  H.  Phillips. 


Oregon. 
John  F.  Devore,  Charles  C.  Straiton. 
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Philadelphia. 
Samuel  W.  Thomas,     John  P.  DuRBm, 
William  C.  Eobixsox,  John  B.  M'Culloxjgh, 
William  H.  Elliott,     William  Cooper. 


Pittsburgh. 


Samuel  H.  Xesbit, 
Israel  C,  Pershing, 
John  Williams, 
John  W.  Baker, 


Joseph  Horner, 
Andrew  J.  Endslet, 
William  Hunter, 
James  S.  Bracken, 
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PlTTSBUKGH. 


Charles  A.  Holmes. 

Providence. 
Micah  J.  Talbot,  William  T,  Harlow, 

Daniel  A.  Whedon,     David  H.  Ela, 
Frederic  XJpham. 

Rock  River. 
Luke  Hitchcock,  Samuel  A.  W.  Jewett, 

Charles  H.  Fowler,    William  S.  Harrington, 
Miner  Raymond,  James  H.  More. 

Saint  Louis. 
Benjamin  Crart,  William  H.  Gdllam, 

Augustus  C.  George,  Matthew  Sorin. 

South  Carolina. 
Alonzo  Webster,  James  B.  Middleton. 


South      Caeo- 

LINA. 


South-eastern  Indiana. 


Enoch  C.  W 


Sampson  Tincher, 


Francis  A.  Hester. 


sottth-eabtben 
Indiana. 


Southern  Illinois. 
Robert  Alltn,  George  W.  Hughey, 

John  Van  Cleve,  Ephraim  Joy, 

Benjamin  R.  Pierce. 


SOTJTHEEN      II- 
LINOIS. 


South-west  German. 
Philip  Kuhl,  John  Schlagenhauf, 

William  Koeneke. 

Tennessee. 
David  Rutledge,  John  Braden. 


South-west 
Gebman. 
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Troy. 


Homer  Eatox, 
Elisha  Watsox, 
MERpaxT  B.  Mead, 
Chester  F.  Burdick, 


Andreav  '\Vithekspoo>', 
(Saxford  Washburn, 
Erastus  Wentworth, 
Samuel  Meredith. 


uppeb  iotta.  Upper  Iowa. 

Alpha  J.  Kynett,  Richard  S^vearexgen, 

William  Brush,  Richard  "SV.  Keeler, 

John  Bowmax,  Elias  Skixxiie. 

Vermont.  Vermont. 

J.  0.  W.  Cox,  Isaac  M'Ax^x, 

Horace  W.  Woethex,  Joseph  A.  Sheebuene. 

viBGiNiA.  Virginia. 

Elisha  P.  Phelps. 

Washington.  Washington. 

Benjamin  Beowx,  Robert  H.  Robinson, 

James  Peck. 


West         Vir- 
ginia. 


West  Virginia. 
Alexax'der  Maetix,       Samuel  Steele, 
Jeremiah  W.  Webb,      Gideox  ]Martin. 


West  Wiscon- 
sin. 


West  Wisconsin. 
Joux  B.  Bachmax,  Alfred  Beuxson, 

Joseph  B.  Reynolds,    Thomas  M.  Fulleeton. 


Wilmington. 
Johx  B.  Quigg,  Wesley  Kexney, 

Thomas  J.  Thompsox,     Charles  Hilt,. 


Wisconsin. 
George  M.  Steele,         Henry  Banxister, 
Phinehas  B.  Pease,        Caleb  D.  Pillsbury, 
Wesson  G.  Miller. 
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]VIayl. 

"Wyoming.  fiest  day. 

ReUBEI^  JSeLSON,  WiLLIAH  G.    QuEAL,  AVtoming. 

Thomas  Hakroun-,  George  Peck, 

William  H.  Olix,  De  Witt  C.  Olmstead. 

When  the  name  of  Michigan  Conference  was  called,  ^'^^^t^*!^     ^' 
John  M.  Reicl  stated  that  Myron  B.   Camburn   had 
died;  and,  on  motion,  Resin  Sapp,  a  reserve  deleo^ate  ^•t",'?Pi°p'a«e 
of  that  conference,  was  admitted  to  the  seat  thus  made     biu-n. 
vacant 

J.  C.  Watson  Coxe  stated  that  Joseph  A.  Sherburne  w.  d.  Maicom 
was  sick  and  unable  to  be  present ;  whereupon  William     a. sherturne'. 
D;  Maicom,  a  reserve  delegate  of  the  Vermont  Con- 
ference, was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  his  stead. 

James  Lynch,  a  delegate  elect  of  the  Mississippi  Moses    Adams 
Conference,  was  absent,  and,  on  motion,  Moses  Adams,      James  Lynch. 
a  reserve  delegate  of  that  conference,  was  admitted  in 
his  stead. 

The  roll  of  Conference  was  then   called,  and  the  Quorum   pres- 
President  announced  that  a  quorum  of  the  members 
was  present,  and  the  Conference  proceeded  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Wesley  Kenney,  of  the  Wilmington  Wiiuam l. Har- 
Conference,  William  L.  Harris  was  elected  Secretary  Secretary  by 
of  the  General  Conference  by  acclamation. 

Bishop  Janes  stated  that  the  Bishops  were  ready  to  Bishops'     Ee- 

^        ,  ^  r.     ^,  1  ^  1  PO"     of     the 

report   the   vote   oi  the   several   conierences   on   the     vote  on  Lay 
change  of  the  Second  Restrictive  Rule,  providing  for     the^°  a^du'iu 
the  introduction  of  lay  delegates   into   the   General      •^•^'^^'^''eices. 
Conference.     Whereupon,  at  the  request  of  the  Con- 
ference, Bishop  Simpson  presented  the  following  : 

Dear  Brethren  : — The  last  General  Conference  devised  a  plan 
for  lay  delegation,  which  they  recommended  to  the  godly  consider- 
ation of  our  ministers  and  people.  In  connection  v.'ith  this  plan 
they  directed  the  Bishops  to  lay  before  tlie  several  Annual  Confer- 
ences a  proposed  alteration  of  tlie  Second  Restrictive  Rule,  and  to 
report  the  result  of  the  vote  thereon  to  this  General  Conference. 

In  compliance  with  said  action,  we  laid  before  each  of  tlie  Annual 
Conferences  the  proposition  to  alter  the  Second  Restrictive  Rule,  by 
adding  thereto  the  word  "ministerial  "  after  the  word  "one,"  and 
after  the  word  "  forty-five"  the  words  "nor  more  than  two  lay  del- 
egates for  any  Annual  Conference."  Each  Conference  voted  on  said 
proposition,  and  the  aggregate  result  is  as  follows : 

For  the  proposed  change 4,91 5 

Against  the  proposed  cliange 1,597 

Blank 4 
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Miay  1.  Should  the  General  Couference  desire  it  we  are  prepared  to  report 

First  Day.       the  vote  by  Conferences. 

In  behalf  of  the  Bishops,  M.  Simpson. 

^T*La''D"r°       After  this  report  was   read,  the   following  paper, 
^tionf    '  *"    signed  by  J.  T.  Peck,  W.  L.  Harris,  R.  S.  Foster,  G. 
Haven,  and  T.  M.  Eddy,    was   submitted  and  read, 
namely : 

Whi^eas,  the  General  Conference,  at  its  session  in  Chicago  in  1 868, 
devised  a  plan  for  the  admission  of  lay  delegates  as  members  of  said 
General  Conference,  and  recommended  it  to  the  godly  consideration 
of  our  ministers  and  people;   and, 

Whereas,  a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  present  and  voting  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  said  plan,  voted  in  favor  of  lay  delegation ;  and, 

Whertas,  three  fourths  of  the  members  of  the  Annual  Conferences 
voted  in  fovor  of  the  change  of  the  Eestrictive  Rules  proposed,  in 
said  plan,  for  tlie  purpose  of  making  it  lawful  to  admit  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  lay  delegates  elected  in  accordance  with  said  plan ; 
therefore, 

Besolved,  1.  By  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
in  General  Conference  assembled,  tliat  the  change  in  the  Re- 
strictive Rules  submitted  by  the  General  Conferences,  and  adopted 
by  the  required  three  fourths  of  the  members  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences voting  thereon  in  accbrdance  with  the  provisions  of  said  plan, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit:  [see  Plan]  be  and  hereby  is 
adopted. 

liesolved,  2.  That  said  plan  is  hereby  ratified  and  adopted,  and 
declared  to  be  in  full  force,  and  the  lay  delegates  elected  under  it 
are  herebj'  invited  to  take  their  seats  as  members  of  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  on  their  credentials 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary. 

Samuel  H.  Nesbit,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference, 

offered  the  following  as  a  substitute,  namely : 

Wliereas,  The  General  Conference  of  1868,  following  the  General 
Conl'erence  of  1864.  and  also  that  of  1860,  expresses  its  willingness 
to  have  lay  delegation  incorporated  into  itself  whenever  our  people 
should  express  a  desire  for  it,  and,  in  harmony  with  this  view,  rec- 
ommended a  plan  of  lay  delegation  to  the  godly  consideration  both 
of  our  ministers  and  people ;  and, 

Whereas,  Our  people  have  since,  by  a  vote  of  to  ,  ex- 

pressed their  wish  for  lay  delegation,  and  our  ministers,  by  a  vote 
of  4,915  to  1,597,  have  initiallj-  enacted  a  change  of  the  Second  Re- 
strictive Rule  so  as  to  incorporate  a  limited  lay  delegation  into  the 
General  Conference ;  and, 

Wliereas,  The  plan  of  lay  delegation  recommended  by- the  Gen- 
eral Conference  to  the  godly  consideration  of  our  ministers  and 
people  has  been  deemed  in  several  respects  seriously  objectionable ; 
and. 

Whereas,  The  completion  of  the  changes  in  the  Second  Restrictive 
Rule,  begun  in  the  Annual  Conferences,  will  not  entail  upon  the 
Church  any  of  the  more  objectionable  features  of  the  plan  recom- 
mended ;   therefore, 

Resulved,  1.  Tliat  we  do  now  complete  the  change  of  tlie  Second 
Restrictive  Rule,  begun  in  the  Annual  Conferences,  by  inserting  the 
word  "ministerial"  after  the  word  "one,"  in  line  nineteen,  page  36 
of  the  Discipline,  and  by  adding,  after  the  word  "  forty -live,"  in 


Nesbifs  s 
tute. 
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line  twenty-two,  same  page,  the  phrase  "nor  more  than  two  dele-        IMay  1. 
gates  for  any  Annual  Conference."     The  Rule,   as  amended,  will       FikstDay. 
then  read:  ''They  shall  not  allow  of  more  than  one  ministerial  rep- 
resentative for  every  fourteen  (14)  members  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence, nor  allow  of  a  less  number  tiian  one  for  every  forly-five,  (45,) 
nor  more  ihan  two  lay  delegates  for  any  Annual  Conference." 

Resolved,  2.  That  all  the  balance  of  the  recommended  plan  of 
lay  delegation  be  referred  to  the  committee  to  be  created  on  lay 
delegation  for  revision  and  further  deliberation. 

Resolved,  3.  That  we  do  now  admit  to  seats  in  this  General  Con- 
ference, and  to  a  participation  in  all  its  rights  and  privileges,  the 
laymen  provisionally  elected  by  the  several  Lay  Electoral  Confer- 
ences, and  properly  accredited. 

After  this  paper  was  read,  on  motion  of  A.  J.  Kynett  Laid  on  the  ta- 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  William  F.  Cowles,  the  Conference  Question  (imd- 
ordered  a  division  of  the  matter  pending,  so  that  the 
vote  may  be  first  taken  on  the  proposed  change  of  the 
Second  Restrictive  Rule,  whereupon  the  mover  ac- 
cepted, as  a  substitute  for  so  much  as  relates  to  this 
subject,  the  following,  namely: 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  does  hereby  concur  with  Change  of  Ee- 
the  Annual  Confereuces  in  changing  the  Second  Restrictive  Rule,  strictive  Rule 
so  as  to  read  as  follows :  of  j^y  delega- 

"  They  shall  not  allow  of  more  than  one  ministerial  representa-       Hon. 
tive  for  every  fourteen  members  of  an  Annual  Conference,  nor  allow 
of  less  than  one  for  every  forty-five,  nor  more  than  two  lay  dele- 
gates for  any  Annual  Conference. 

The  ayes  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  roll  of    Ayes  and  noes 
Conference    was    called,    with    the    following    result, 
namely : 

Ayes. — Adnms,  Akers,  Allen  of  Maine,  Allyn  of 
Southern  Illinois,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Bachman,  Ba- 
ker, Baldwin,  Ballard,  Bannister,  Barnes,  Bennett,  Bing- 
ham, Birch,  Black,  Bowman  of  Xorth  Indiana,  Bowman 
of  Upper  Iowa,  Bracken,  Braden,  Brakeman,  Bresee, 
Brice,  Brooks,  (C),  Brooks,  (D.),  Brown  of  New  York, 
Brown  of  Washington,  Brunson,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buck, 
Buckley,  Burdick,  Burr,  Carlton,  Caruthers,  Chaffee, 
Chalfant,  Chambers,  Clark  of  New  England,  Clarke 
of  Erie,  Clements,  .  Cobleigh,  Coggshall,  Cooper, 
Cowles,  Coxe,  Crane,  Crary,  Crawford,  Cumming, 
Curtis,  Dashiell,  Davis,  Day,  Deale,  Dearborn,  Devore, 
Dinsmore,  Dunn,  Durbin,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards,  Ela, 
Eldred,  Elliott,  Endsley,  Evans,  Fanning,  Fayle,  Fer- 
guson, Fisk,  Foss,  Foster,  Fowler,  Fuller,  Fullerton, 
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Miny  1.      Qee,  George,  Gere,  Gibson,  Gillani,  Goode,  Goss,  Gos- 
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sard,  Graham,  Graw,  Grimm,  Hamlin,  Harford,  Har- 
low, Harmount,  Harrington  of  New  Hampshire,  Har- 
rington of  Kock  River,  Harris,  Harroun,  Haven  of 
Detroit,  Haven  of  New  England,  Hester  of  Indiana, 
Hester  of  Soutli-eastern  Indiana,  Hibbard,  Hight,  Hill 
of  Erie,  Hill  of  Wilmington,  Hitchcock,  Hodgson, 
Hogoboom,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Horner,  Hoyt,  Huff- 
man, Hughey,  Hunt,  Hunter  of  Central  Illinois,  Hunt- 
er of  Pittsburgh,  Huntington,  Hurlburt,  Ives,  Jacoby, 
Jervis,  Jewell,  Jewett,  Jocelyn,  Johnson,  Joy,  Keeler, 
Keller,  Kenney,  Kiger,  King,  Klein,  Knotts,  Koeneke, 
Kopp,  Kuhl,  Kynett,  Lakin,  Lanahan,  Latimer,  Lemon 
of  Nebraska,  Lemon  of  North  Indiana,  Leslie,  Lindsay, 
Loeber,  Lore,  Lyon,  M'Allister,  ]\I'Ann,  M'Cauley, 
M'Cullough,  M'Donald,  M'Elfresh,  M'Grath,  M'Mur- 
ray,  Maclay,  Malcom,  Mallaiieu,  Maun,  Manning, 
Mansell,  Marlay,  Marshall,  Martin,  (A.),  Martin,  (G.), 
Marvin,  Matlack,  Maxfield,  Mead  of  Erie,  Mead  of 
Troy,  Meredith,  Merrill,  Middletou,  Miley,  Miller, 
Mitchell  of  Central  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Des 
Moines,  More,  Morgan,  JMudge,  Munger,  Munsell, 
Nast,  Nelson,  Nesbit,  Nutt,  Olds,  Olin,  Olmstead, 
Osbon,  Osborn,  Palmer,  Pease,  Peck  of  Central  New 
York,  Peck  of  Washington,  Peck  of  Wyoming,  Pierce 
of  North  Ohio,  Pierce  of  Southern  Illinois,  Perrine, 
Pershing,  Phelps  of  Central  New  York,  Phelps  of  Vir- 
ginia, Phillips  of  North  Indiana,  Phillips  of  Ohio,  Pike, 
Pillsbury,  Pitman,  Porter,  Potter,  Prentice,  Pretty- 
man,  Prince,  Queal  of  Central  New  York,  Queal  of 
Wyoming,  Quigg,  Raymond,  Reed  of  North-west  In- 
diana, Reid  of  Michigan,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Rich,  Ritchie, 
Roberts,  Robinson  of  Philadelphia,  Robinson  of  Wash- 
ington, Rothweiler,  Rust,  Rutledge,  Sapp,  Schlagen- 
hauf.  See,  Sherman,  Shumate,  Simmons,  Skinner,  Sheer, 
Smart,  Steele  of  West  Virginia,  Steele  of  Wisconsin, 
Stevenson,  Stratton,  Stubbs,  Swearengen,  Talbot,  Tan- 
sey,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Tincher,  Tousey, 
Trimble,  Upham,  Van  Cleve,  Vincent,  Waite,  Wake- 
ley,  Walden,  Wardwell,  Waring,  Warner,  Warren, 
Washburn,  Watson,  Weakley,  Webb,  Webster,  Went- 
worth,  Wetherbee,  Whedon,  White,  Wilbor,  Wiley, 
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Williams,   Wilson,  Witherspoon,   Wood    of  Illinois,      '^^^Y  i- 
Wood  of  South-eastern  Indiana,  Woodruff,  Worthen,       ^ 
Wright,  Wythe,  Young— 288. 

Nays. — Curry,  Dobbins,  Godfrey,  Golliday,  Hill  of 
New  Jersey,  Jaques — 6. 

Absent  or  not  voting. — Matton,  Muir,  Sorin — 3. 

The  resolution  was  therefore  adopted  by  a  vote  of 
283  in  favor  of  it,  and  6  against  it. 

Pending  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  Daniel  Curry  ^"g^^o^^^^ 
asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  but  his  request  was      cused. 
not  granted,  136  voting  in  favor  of  it,  and  152  against 
it.     A  similar  request  was  made  by  J.  B.  Dobbins 
and  by  Hill,  of  New  Jersey,  but  the  request  was  not 
granted. 

On  motion  of  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  the  Ri;les  of  Order  Temporary 

^  '  .  Rules  of  Or- 

of  the  last  session,  except  so  much  as  requires  proposed     der  adopted, 
changes  of  the  Discipline  to  lie  over  for  one  day  be- 
fore action  be  had  thereon,  were  adopted  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  present  General  Conference  until  other- 
wise ordered. 

On  motion,  the  regular  order  of  business  was  sus-  Regular   order 
pended  to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the  sub-     consider  Lay 

.      ^      ^  1  T    ,  ..  Delegation. 

ject  of  lay  delegation. 
A.  J.  Kynett  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  Kynett's    Bub- 

stitutc. 

the  second  resolution  of  the  paper  presented  by  Jesse 
T.  Peck,  namely : 

Wliereas,  The  last  General  Conference  did,  by  an  almost  unani- 
mous vote,  "  recommend  to  the  godly  consideration  of  our  ministers 
and  people  "  a  definite  plan  of  lay  delegation ;  and. 

Whereas,  The  conditions  upon  which  it  was  proposed  that  said 
plan  should  take  efiect  have  all  been  fulfilled ;  and, 

Whereas,  It  is  understood  that  lay  delegates  have  been  elected 
to  this  General  Conference  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  said 
plan,  and  are  now  in  waiting;  therefore. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  said  plan,  recommended  as  above  by  the  last 
General  Conference,  and  published  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Disci- 
pline, page  333,  be  and  is  hereby  adopted,  to  be  inserted  in  the  Dis- 
cipline as  directed ;  it  being,  however,  understood  that  the  General 
Conference,  as  thus  constituted,  may  at  any  time  alter  or  amend  the 
same,  and  cause  such  alteration  or  amendment  to  take  immediate 
effect. 

■  Resolved,  2.  That  the  credentials  of  lay  delegates  be  now  received, 
and  that  they  be  declared  entitled  to  seats  in  this  General  Con- 
ference. 

On  motion,  this  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table.         i^id  on  the  ta- 
W.  F.  Cowles  offered  the  following  substitute  for  cowies'ssubsti- 
the  matter  pending,  namely :  ^^' 


44 


Jour?ial  of  the  General  Conference. 


[1872. 


IVIay  1.  Whereas,  The  General  and  Annual  Conferences  of  the  Methodist 

FiBST  Day.      Episcopal  Churcli  liave  by  the  required  majorities  voted  to  so  alter 

the  Restrictive  Rule,  in  reference  to  the  composition  of  the  General 

Conference,  as  to  allow  of  the  admission  of  not  more  than  two  lay 

delegates  from  each  Annual  Conference;  and, 

Wfiereas,  The  laymen  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  in  pros- 
pect of  such  change  of  the  Restrictive  Rule,  have  elected  such 
delegates,  who  are  now  here  asking  admission  to  this  body; 
theretbre, 

Resolved,  That  such  lay  delegates  as  have  been  duly  elected,  and 
are  properly  certified  by  the  Secretaries  of  the  Lay  Conferences,  be 
now  admitted  as  members  of  this  General  Conference. 


Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 


Time  of  the  ses- 
sion extended. 


Qaestion  divid- 
ed. 


Previous  ques- 
tion ordered, 
and  vote  by 
ayes  and  noes. 


Ayea. 


On  motion  of  George  W.  Hugliey,  this  substitute 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  John  M.  Walden,  the  time  of  the  ses- 
sion was  extended. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  ordered  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  as  to  vote  on  so  much  of  the  pending 
resolution  as  ratifies  and  adopts  the  "Plan"  of  lay- 
delegation. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  ordered,  and  the  vote  was  taken  by  ayes  and 
noes,  with  the  following  result,  namely  : 

Ayes. — Adams,  Akers,  Allen  of  Maine,  Allyn  of 
Southern  Illinois,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Baldwin,  Bal- 
lard, Bannister,  Barnes,  Bennett,  Birch,  Black,  Bow- 
man of  North  Indiana,  Bowman  of  Upper  Iowa,  Brake- 
man,  Bresee,  Brice,  Brooks,  (C),  Brown  of  Xew  York, 
Brown  of  TVashington,  Brunson,  Brush,  Buck,  Buckley, 
Burr,  Carlton,  Chaffee,  Chalfant,  Chambers,  Clark  of 
New  England,  Clements,  Cobleigh,  Coggshall,  Cooper, 
Cowles,  Coxe,  Crane,  Crary,  Crawford,  Cummings, 
Curtis,  Dashiell,  Davis,  Day,  Deale,  Dearborn,  De- 
vore,  Dinsmore,  Dobbins,  Dimn,  Durbin,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Edwards,  Ela,  Elliott,  Endsley,  Evans,  Fanning,  Fayle, 
Ferguson,  Fisk,  Foss,  Foster,  Fowler,  Fuller,  Fuller- 
ton,  Gee,  George,  Gere,  Gibson,  Gillam,  Goode,  Goss, 
Graham,  Graw,  Grimm,  Harford,  Harlow,  Harmount, 
Harris,  Harroun,  Haven  of  Detroit,  Haven  of  New 
England,  Hester  of  Indiana,  Hester  of  South-eastern 
Indiana,  Hibbard,  Hight,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hill  of  New 
Jersey,  Hill  of  Wilmington,  Hitchcock,  Hodgson, 
Hogoboom,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Hoyt,  Huffman,  Hughey, 
Hunt,  Hunter  of  Central  Illinois,  Hunter  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Huntington,   Hurlburt,  Ives,   Jacoby,  Jervis, 
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Jewell,  Jewett,  Jocelyn,  Johnson,  Joy,  Keeler,  Keller,  Miay  i. 
Kenney,  Kiger,  King,  Klein,  Knotts,  Koeneke,  Kopp,  ^ 
Kuhl,  Kynett,  Lakin,  Lanaliau,  Latimer,  Lemon  of 
Nebraska,  Lemon  of  Xorth  Indiana,  Lindsay,  Loeber, 
Lore,  Lyon,  M'AlIister,  M'Ann,  M'Cauley,  M'Donald, 
M'Elfresh,  M'Giath,  M'Muiray,  Maclay,  Malcom,  Mal- 
lalieu,  Mann,  Manning,  Munsell,  Marlay,  Marshall, 
Martin,  (A.),  Martin,  (G.),  Marvin,  Matlack,  Maxfield, 
Mead  of  Troy,  Merrill,  Middleton,  Miley,  Miller, 
Mitchell  of  Des  Moines,  More,  Morgan,  Mudge,  Mun- 
ger,  Munsell,  Nast,  Nelson,  Nutt,  Olds,  Osborn, 
Pease,  Peck  of  Central  New  York,  Peck  of  Washing- 
ton, Peck  of  Wyoming,  Peirce  of  North  Ohio,  Pierce 
of  Southern  Illinois,  Pershing,  Phelps  of  Central  New 
York,  Phelps  of  Virginia,  Pliillips  of  North  Indiana, 
Phillips  of  Ohio,  Pike,  Pillsbury,  Pitman,  Porter, 
Potter,  Prentice,  Prettyman,  Prince,  Queal  of  Cen- 
tral New  York,  Queal  of  Wyoming,  Qnigg,  Raymond, 
Reed  of  North-west  Indiana,  Reid  of  Michigan,  Rice, 
Rich,  Ritchie,  Roberts,  Robinson  of  Philadelphia, 
Robinson  of  Washington,  Rothweiler,  Rust,  Rut- 
ledge,  Sapp,  Schlagenhauf,  See,  Sherman,  Shumate, 
Simmons,  Si<inner,  Slicer,  Smart,  Steele  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, Steele  of  Wisconsin,  Stevenson,  Stubbs,  Swear- 
engen,  Talbot,  Tansey,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Tincher, 
Tousey,  Trimble,  Upham,  Van  Cleve,  Vincent,  Waite, 
Wakeley,  Walden,  Wardwell,  Waring,  Warner,  War- 
ren, Washburn,  Watson,  Weakley,  Webb,  Webster, 
Wentworth,  Wetherbee,  Wilbor,  Wiley,  Wilson, 
Witherspoon,  Wood  of  Illinois,  Wood  of  South-eastern 
Indiana,  Woodruff,  Worthen,  Wright,  Wythe,  Young 
—252. 

Nays. — Bachman,  Baker,  Bingham,  Bracken,  Bra- 
den,  Brooks,  (D.),  Bryan,  Burdick,  Caruthers,  Clarke  of 
Erie,  Curry,  Godfrey,  Golliday,  Gossard,  Hamlin,  Har- 
rington of  New  Hampshire,  Harrington  of  Rock  River, 
Horner,  Jervis,  Leslie,  M'Cnllough,  Mead  of  Erie, 
Meredith,  Mitchell  of  Central  Pennsylvania,  Nesbit, 
Olin,  Olmstead,  Osbon,  Palmer,  Penine,  Reynolds, 
Stratton,  Thayer,  Whcdon,  White,  Williams — 3U. 

Absent  or  not  voting. — Eldred,  Matton,  Muir, 
Sorin — 4. 
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M.ay  1.  The  first  item  of  the  resolution  was  therefore  adopted 

First  Dat.     |^  ^^  ^^  ^52  to  36,  ill  words  following,  viz. : 

Plan    for     Lay       -^  '  *" 

Stifi^''"  and       Resolved,  That  said  Plan  is  hereby  ratified  and  adopted, 
adopted.  -g^.  ^j^j^  action,  answer  1  to  the  question,  AVho  shall 

compose  the  General  Conference,  and  what  are  the 
regulations  and  powers  belonging  to  it?  in  Part  II, 
chap,  i,  sec.  1,  of  the  Discipline,  was  so  changed  as  to 
read : 

Answer  1.  The  General  Conference  shall  be  composed  of  minis- 
terial and  lay  delegates.  The  ministerial  delegates  shall  consist 
of  one  member  for  every  thirty  members  of  each  Annual  Confer- 
ence, to  be  appointed  by  seniority  or  choice,  at  the  discretion  of 
such  Annual  Conference,  vet  so  that  such  representatives  shall 
have  traveled  at  least  four  full  calendar  yenrs  from  the  time  that 
they  were  received  on  trial  by  an  Annual  Conference,  and  are  in 
full  connection  at  the  time  of  holding  the  Conference. 
Lay  Delegates.  The  lay  delegates  shall  consist  of  two  laymen  for  each  Annual 
Conference,  except  such  Conferences  as  have  but  one  ministerial 
delegate,  which  Conferences  shall  be  entitled  to  one  lay  delegate 
each. 

The  lay  delegates  shall  be  chosen  by  an  Electoral  Conference 
of  laymen,  which  shall  assemble  for  the  purpose  on  the  third  day 
of  the  session  of  the  Annual  Conference,  at  the  place  of  its  meet- 
ing, at  its  session  immediately  preceding  the  General  Conference. 

The  Electoral  Conference  shall  be  composed  of  one  layman  from 
each  circuit  or  station  within  the  bounds  of  the  Annual  Conference, 
and,  on  assembhng,  the  Electoral  Conference  shall  organize  by  elect- 
ing a  chairman  and  secretary  of  their  own  number ;  such  layman  to 
be  chosen  by  the  last  Quarterly  Conference  preceding  the  time  of  its 
assembhng:  Froiided,  that  no  layman  shall  be  chosen  a  delegate 
either  to  the  Electoral  Conference  or  to  the  General  Conference  who 
shall  be  under  twenty- five  years  of  age,  or  who  shall  not  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Cliurch  in  full  connection  for  the  five  consecutive 
years  preceding  the  elections. 

Also  answer  3  to  the  same  question  was  altered  by 
this  action  so  as  to  read : 

Ansioer  3.  At  all  times  when  the  General  Conference  is  met  it 
shall  take  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  ministerial  and  lay 
delegates  to  form  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

The  ministerial  and  lay  delegates  shall  sit  and  deliberate  together 
as  one  body,  but  they  shall  vote  separately  whenever  such  separate 
vote  shall  be  demanded  by  one  third  of  either  order,  and  in  such 
cases  the  concurrent  vote  of  both  orders  shall  be  necessary  to  com- 
plete an  action. 

Samuel  A.  W.  Jewett  submitted,  as  a  substitute  for 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  resolution,  a  motion  that 
the  roll  of  laymen  whose  certificates  of  election  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  Secretary  be  now  called,  and  that 
those  persons  who  may  be  duly  accredited  be  admitted 
to  seats  in  this  General  Conference.     The  vote  on  this 
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motion  was  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  with  the  following      Miay  i. 

•'      •'  FiEST  Day. 

result : 

Ayes. — Adams,  Akers,  Allen  of  Maine,  Allyn  of 
Southern  Illinois,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Bachmau,  Ba- 
ker, Baldwin,  Ballard,  Bannister,  Barnes,  Bennett, 
Bingliam,  Birch,  Black,  Bowman  of  North  Indiana, 
Bowman  of  Upper  Iowa,  Bracken,  Braden,  Brakeman, 
Bresee,  Brice,  Brooks,  (C),  Brooks,  (D.),  Brown  of 
New  York,  Brown  of  Washington,  Brunson,  Brush, 
Bryan,  Buck,  Buckley,  Burdick,  Burr,  Carlton,  Ca- 
ruthers,  Chaffee,  Chalfant,  Chambers,  Clark  of  New 
England,  Clarke  of  Erie,  Clements,  Cobleigh,  Cogg- 
shall,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Coxe,  Crane,  Crary,  Crawford, 
Gumming,  Curry,  Curtis,  Dashiell,  Davis,  Day,  Deale, 
Dearborn,  Devore,  Dinsmore,  Dobbins,  Dunn,  Durbin, 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards,  Ela,  Eldred,  Elliott,  Endsley, 
Evans,  Fanning,  Fayle,  Ferguson,  Fisk,  Foss,  Foster, 
Fowler,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Gee,  George,  Gere,  Gibson, 
Gillam,  Godfrey,  Golliday,  Goode,  Goss,  Gossard, 
Graham,  Graw,  Grimm,  Hamlin,  Harford,  Harlow, 
Harmount,  Harrington  of  New  Hampshire,  Harring- 
ton of  Rock  River,  Harris,  Harroun,  Haven  of  Detroit, 
Haven  of  New  England,  Hester  of  Indiana,  Hester  of 
South-eastern  Indiana,  Hibbard,  Hight,  Hill  of  Erie, 
Hill  of  New  Jersey,  Hill  of  Wilmington,  Hitchcock, 
Hodgson,  Hogoboom,  Holmes,  Hopkins,  Horner,  Hoyt, 
Huffman,  Hughey,  Hunt,  Hunter  of  Central  Illinois, 
Hunter  of  Pittsburgh,  Huntington,  Hurlburt,  Ives, 
Jacoby,  Jaques,  Jervis,  Jewell,  Jewett,  Jocelyn,  John- 
son, Joy,  Keeler,  Keller,  Kenney,  Kiger,  King,  Klein, 
Knotts,  Koeneke,  Kopp,  Kuhl,  Kynett,  Lakin,  Lana- 
han,  Latimer,  Lemon  of  Nebraska,  Lemon  of  North 
Indiana,  Leslie,  Lindsay,  Loeber,  Lore,  Lyon,  M'Al- 
lister,  M'Ann,  M'Cauley,  M'Cullough,  M'Donald,  M'El- 
fresh,  M'Grath,  M'Murray,  Maclay,  Malcom,  Mallalieu, 
Mann,  Manning,  Mansell,  Marlay,  jNIarshall,  Martin, 
(A.),  Martin,  (G.),  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matton,  Maxfield, 
Mead  of  Erie,  Mead  of  Troy,  Meredith,  Merrill,  Mid- 
dleton,  Miley,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Central  Pennsyl- 
vania, Mitchell  of  Des  Moines,  More,  Morgan,  Mudge, 
Munger,  Munsell,  Nast,  Nelson,  Nesbit,  Nutt,  Olds, 
Olin,  Olmstead,  Osbon,  Osborn,  Palmer,  Pease,  Peck 
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JMay  1.  .  of  Central  New  York,  Peck  of  Washington,  Peck  of 
r.B8T  Day.  ^y,^.oj^i„g^  VQ\xtQ  of  Nortli  Ohio,  Pierce  of  Southern 
Illinois,  Pershing,  Phelps  of  Central  New  York,  Phelps 
of  Virginia,  Phillips  of  North  Indiana,  Phillips  of 
Ohio,  Pike,  Pillsbury,  Pitman,  Poi-ter,  Potter,  Pren- 
tice, Prcttyman,  Prince,  Qaeal  of  Central  New  York, 
Queal  of  Wyoming,  Quigg,  Raymond,  Reed  of  North- 
west Indiana,  Reid  of  Michigan,  Reynolds,  Rice,  Rich, 
Ritchie,  Roberts,  Robinson  of  Philadelphia,  Robinson 
of  Washington,  Rothweiler,  Rust,  Rutledge,  Sapp, 
Schlagenhauf,  See,  Sherman,  Shumate,  Simmons,  Skin- 
ner, Sliccr,  Smart,  Steele  of  West  Virginia,  Steele  of 
Wisconsin,  Stevenson,  Stratton,  Stubbs,  Swearengen, 
Talbot,  Tansey,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Thompson,  Tincher, 
Tousey,  Trimble,  Upham,  Van  Cleve,  Vincent,  Waite, 
Wakeley,  Walden,  Wardwell,  Waring,  Warner,  War- 
ren, Washburn,  Watson,  Weakley,  Webb,  Webster, 
Wentworth,  Wetherbee,  Whedon,  White,  Wilbor, 
Wiley,  Williams,  Wilson,  Witherspoon,  Wood  of  Il- 
linois, Wood  of  South-eastern  Indiana,  Woodruff, 
Worthen,  Wright,  Wythe,  Young— 288. 

Nay. — Perrine — 1. 

Absent  or  not  votmg. — Matton,  Muir,  Sorin — 3. 

So  the  motion  prevailed,  288  voting  in  favor  of  it, 
and'l  against  it. 
Preamble    laid       On  motion,  the  preamble  of  the  paper  submitted  by 

on  the  table.  ^  ^     ^  "^ 

Jesse  T.  Peck  was  laid  on  the  table,  after  which  cer- 
tificates of  the  election  of  lay  delegates  by  the  several 
Electoral  Conferences  were  presented  as  follows, 
namely : 

Alabama.  Alabama. 

Henet  C.  Sanford. 
.  baltimorb.  Baltimore. 

SUMMERFIELP  BaLDWIN,     WiLLIAM  R.  WoODWAEP. 

blaok  rivbb.  Black  River. 

Barney  Whitney,  Willard  Ives. 

califobnia.  California. 

Robert  G.  Davisson,         Edward  Mooee. 
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]Vtay  1- 

Central  German.  fikbt  day. 

Henry  A.  Faber,  Rudolph  A.  W.  Bruehl.  C''™!-  g^k- 

Central  Illinois.  ^^^^^.^^  ^^"■ 

David  M'Williams,  Thomas  Logan. 

Central  New  York.  "^^^Z^  ^^^ 

Eliphalet  Remington,     William  J.  Moses. 

Central  Ohio.  centeal  ohio. 

George  G.  Hackedorn,    William  Lawrence. 

Central  Pennsylvania.  ^^sT™^" 

John  Patton,  Charles  W.  Ashcom. 

Cincinnati.  .  cinoiknati. 

Ichabod  Corwin,  Philip  B.  Swing. 

Colorado.  colokado. 

John  Evans. 

Delaware.  dblawaee. 

James  A.  Jones. 

Des  Moines.  i^^s  moines. 

Henry  C.  Sigler,  William  H.  H.  Beadle. 

Detroit.  deteoit. 

John  Owen,  Henry  Fish. 

East  Genesee.  east  genesbk. 

David  Decker,  Solomon  Hubbard, 

East    German.  east  German. 

Frederick  K.  Keller. 

East  Maine.  east  maine. 

Charles  Beale,  Horace  Muzzy. 

Erie.  Ebib. 

John  S.  M'Calmont,         Lewis  Miller. 

Genesee.  genesee. 

Francis  H.  Root,  Joseph  W.  Brown. 
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Georgia. 
John  C.  Kimball,  James  D.  Thompson. 

G-ermany  and  Switzerland. 
(No  layman  elected.) 

Holston. 
Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,     John  W.  Ramsey. 

Illinois. 
William  Thomas,  Joseph  G.  English. 

India. 
(No  layman  elected.) 

Indiana. 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  "Washington  C.  De  Pauw. 

Iowa. 
Isaac  A.  Hammer,  James  Hajrlan. 

Kansas. 
William  Fairchild,  Jonathan  J.  Wright. 

Kentucky. 
Amos  Shinkle,  Hiram  Shaw,  Jr. 

Lexington. 
Marshall  W.  Taylor. 

Liberia. 
Daniel  Smith. 

Louisiana. 
Pierre  Landry. 

Maine. 
William  Peering,  Francis  A.  Plaisted. 

Michigan. 
Hampton  Rich,  Charles  R.  Brown. 

Minnesota. 
Abnee  Lewis,  John  Nicols. 
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IMay  1. 

Mississippi.  fiest  dat. 

G.  Wiley  Wells,  Mack  Hill.  Mississippi. 

Missouri.  Missouel 

James  W.  Lewis,  Samuel  F.  Garkett. 

Nebraska.  nmeaska. 

Eliphus  H.  Rogers,          Sterling  P.  Majoes. 

Nevada.  Nevada. 

Henry  J.  Blaisdell. 

Newark.  nbwaek. 

David  Campbell,  James  Strong. 

New  England.  newenglakd. 

William  Claflin,  Lucius  W.  Pond. 

New  Hampshire.  new     hamp- 

Nathaniel  S,  Berry,       Horace  W.  Gilman. 

New  Jersey.  new  jeesey 

Samuel  A.  Dobbins,  James  Bishop. 

New  York.  new  york. 

William  J.  Groo,  John  B.  Cornell. 

New  York  East.  new      yoek 

East. 

Oliver  Hoyt,  George  G.  Reynolds. 

North  Carolina.  nokth   cabo- 

LINA. 

John  A.  Haskins. 

North  Indiana.  noeth    indi- 

JosEPH  A.  Funk,  William  R.  West. 

North  Ohio.  noethOhio. 

Horace  Benton,  Henry  Ebbert. 

North-west  German.  noeth-wesi 

Henry  C.  Dickhaut,         Casper  H.  Schurmeier. 

North-west  Indiana.  north-west 

Henry  S.  Lane,  John  Brownfield. 
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INIay  1. 

FiEST  Day.  OhiO, 

^'"*'-  Leander  J.  Ceitchfield,   Hezekiah  S.  Bundt. 

oekgon.  Oregon. 

George  Aberxetht,  Joseph  S.  Smith, 

Philadelphia.  Philadelphia. 

Thomas  T.  Tasker,  Sex.,    Charles  Albright. 

PiTTSBUEGH.  Plttsburgh. 

Charles  J.  Albright,       Alexander  Bradley, 
peovidence.  Providence. 

George  F.  Gatitt,  William  A.  Wardwell. 

Rock  eiyib.  Rock  River. 

Grant  Goodrich,  Benjamin  F.  Sheets. 

SAEJTi^tns.  Saint  Louis. 

Benjamin  R.  Bonner,       James  W.  L.  Slavens. 

soTTTH    caeo-  Sonth  Carolina. 

Henry  Cordozo,  Charles  H.  Holloway. 


LLSA. 


souTH-EASTEBN  South-eastem  Indiana. 

E.  K.  HosFORD,  James  C.  M'Intosh. 

souTHEEN  iL-  Southem  Illinois. 

LISOIS. 

Ethelbert  Callahan,       William  Stoker. 

South-west  South-west  German. 

™^'^'  Dietrich  C,  Smith,  Adam  Klippel. 

ten>-e8see.  Tennessee. 

Thomas  H.  Coldavell,      Robert  Quinn. 

TESA8  Texas. 

Erastus  Carter. 

teot.  Troy. 

William  Wells,  Hiram  A.  Wilson. 

uppee  Iowa.  Upper  Iowa. 

Hiram  Price,  Dennis  N.  Cooley. 
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]VIay  1. 

V  ennont.  yibbt  day. 

Paul  Dillingham,  Robebt  J.  Saxe.  Vermont. 

Virginia.  vihginia. 

William  N.  Berkley. 

"Washington.  Washington, 

Aaeon  Shoveler,  James  A.  Harris. 


West  Virginia. 
Chester  D.  Hubbard,       Waitman  T.  Willey. 


West         Vir- 
ginia. 


West  Wisconsin. 
John  H.  Rotintree,  John  E.  Stillman. 


West  Wiscon- 
sin. 


Wilmington.  Wilmington. 

Daniel  M,  Bates,  Walter  H.  Thompson. 

Wisconsin. 
RiVERious  p.  Elmore,       William  P.  Lyon. 


ZiBA  Bennett, 


Wyoming. 

NiAL  T.  Childs. 


During  the  presentation  of  these  certificates,  John 
M.  Walden  stated  that  Philip  B.  Swing,  of  the  dele- 
gation from  the  Cincinnati  Conference,  was  absent, 
and  John  M.  Phillips,  a  reserve  from  that  Conference, 
was  admitted  in  his  stead. 

Chandler  Beale,  a  I'eserve  of  the  Maine  Conference, 
was  admitted  instead  of  Francis  A.  Plaisted,  who  is 
necessarily  absent. 

Sterling  P.  Majors,  a  delegate  elect  from  the  Ne- 
braska Conference,  not  being  able  to  attend  the  Gen- 
eral Conference,  William  A.  Burr,  a  reserve  of  tliat 
Conference,  was  admitted  in  his  stead. 

Paul  Dillingham,  of  the  Vermont  Conference,  being 
absent,  Asa  M.  Dickey,  a  reserve  of  that  Conference, 
was  admitted  in  his  stead. 

Thomas  H.  Logan,  a  reserve  of  the  West  Virginia 
Conference,  was  admitted  to  a  seat  instead  of  Wait- 
man  T.  Willey,  who  is  necessarily  absent. 

Hiram  A.  Jones,  a  reserve  of  the  Wisconsin  Confer- 
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ted. 
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in  i)lace  of 
Wm.  P.Lyon. 
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ence,  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  place  of  William 
P.  Ly(m,  who  is  unable  to  attend. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  After  the  dox- 
ology  had  been  sung,  the  benediction  was  pronounced 
by  Thomas  Carlton. 


Miay  3. 
Becond  Day. 


Addidonal 
votes. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  2. 

Conference  met  this  morning.  Bishop  Simpson  in 
the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  L. 
S.  Jacoby,  of  the  Mission  Conference  of  Germany  and 
Switzerland. 

On  motion,  the  roll  of  both  the  ministerial  and  lay 
delegates  was  called  by  the  Secretary. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  session  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion,  the  list  of  absentees  at  the  times  of  tak- 
ing the  votes  by  ayes  and  noes  during  yesterday's  pro- 
ceedings was  now  called,  and  those  of  them  who  were 
found  to  be  present  were  permitted  to  record  their 
vote,  with  the  following  result,  and  the  Secretary  was 
instructed  to  correct  the  roll  accordingly,  namely : 

On  changing  the  Restrictive  Rule,  the  following 
members  voted  aye,  to  wit:  Hogoboom,  Pike,  Sim- 
mons, and  Webster — making  the  total  number  of  ayes 
283  ;  and  the  resolution  was  thus  adopted  by  a  vote 
of  283  to  6 — 3  being  absent. 

On  the  vote  on  the  Plan,  the  following  members 
voted  aye,  namely :  Hogoboom,  Lemon  of  North  In- 
diana, Olds,  Phillips  of  North  Indiana,  Pike,  Rust, 
Simmons,  Skinner,  and  Webster — making  the  total 
number  of  ayes  253,  to  36  nays — 3  being  absent. 

On  the  vote  on  Admitting  Lay  Delegates,  the  fol- 
lowing members  voted  aye,  namely:  Brunson,  Clarke 
of  Erie,  Hogoboom,  Lyon,  Olds,  Pike,  Rust,  Simmons, 
and  Webster — making  the  total  number  of  ayes  288, 
to  1  nay;  and  the  motion  prevailed,  288  voting  in 
favor  of  it  and  1  against — 3  being  absent. 

The  Secretary  requested  the  Conference  to  appoint 
four  Assistant  Secretaries,  Avhereupon  J.  S.  Smart  nom- 
inated G.  W.  Woodruff,  who  declined  the  nomination, 
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after  which  James  S.  Sinait  moved  that  the  Conference      Miay  e. 
proceed  to  elect  by  ballot  four  Assistant  Secretaries,  ^^^^^^  g^, 
and  that  the  four  receiving  the  greatest  number  of      retanes. 
votes  be  the  said  Secretaries— provided  always,  that  no 
one  shall  be  declared  elected  who  does  not  receive  one 
third  of  the  votes  cast.    After  sundry  nominations  had 
been  made,  on  motion,  the  Chair  was  requested  to  ap- 
point six  tellers  to  collect  the  ballots  and  retire  and 
count  the  votes  ;  whereupon  the  following  tellers  were 
announced :    J.   S.  Smart,  Jacob  S.  M'Murray,  C.  A. 
Holmes,  B,  I.  Ives,  G.  W.  Hughey,  and  G.  Haven.    The 
ballot  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  retired  to  count 
and  make  their  report, 

E.  O.  Haven  offered  the  following  resolution,  after 
the  reading  of  which  it  was,  on  motion,  unanimously 
adopted : 

Lay    Delegates 

Whereas,  The  lay  delegates  chosen  by  the  Electoral  Conferences  to      express 

have  been  admitted  to  this  General  Conference ;  and,  their     senti- 

Whereds,  A  desire  has  been  expressed  by  some  of  them  to  com-  ^^^  adinis" 

municate  to  the  Conference  an  expression  of  their  sentiments  on  sion    to    the 

this  occasion  ;  therefore,  Conference. 
Resolved,  That  this  Conference  is  ready  to  receive  at  this  time 

any  communication  that  the  lay  delegates  desire  to  make. 


Committee     to 
receive      and 


On  motion  of  E.  G.  Andrews,  a  Committee  of  five  introduce 
members  was  ordered  to  be  appointed,  to  receive  and  Dete^teL 
introduce  the  Fraternal  Delegates  to  this  Conference; 
and  the  following  were  announced  as  constituting  the 
Committee,  viz. :  A.  S.  Hunt,  J.  M.  Trimble,  W.  R. 
Clark,  Oliver  Hoyt,  and  D.  N".  Cooley. 

The  lay  delegates  were  now,  on  motion,  granted 
temporary  leave  of  absence.  Bishops' Report 

T-.'   1  n-  •  1  /.     1       1  on     Bounda- 

Bishop  Simpson,  m  response  to  the  act  of  the  last  ries. 
General  Conference,  requesting  the  Bishops  to  report 
to  this  session  of  the  Conference  a  plan  of  action  for 
determining  Annual  Conference  boundary  lines,  an- 
nounced that  the  report  of  the  Bishops  on  that  sub- 
ject was  ready  to  be  presented  whenever  the  Confer- 
ence desired.  Whereupon,  on  motion,  its  presentation 
was  called  for,  and  it  was  read  to  the  Conference.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  reading,  A.  J.  Kynett  moved  its 
reference  to  a  special  committee  of  fifteen,  and  that  it 
be  printed. 


dress. 
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May  3.  A  motion  was  made  by  B.  B.  Hamlin,  as  a  substi- 

8F.C0ND  Day.  ^^^^^^  ^j^,^^  ^^^  Confeieiice  proceed  now  to  take  final 
action  on  the  repoit. 

On  motion  of  John  Bowman,  the  substitute  was 
Laid  on  the  ta-  laid  upou  the  table, 
printed"    ^       On    motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  the  report  was  laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  James  Strong,  of 
the  Newark  Conference,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
from  the  laymen,  submitted  and  read  to  the  Confer- 
ence the  following  address  : 

Laymen's  Ad-  DEAR  BRETHREN: — An  occasion  so  memorable  as  this,  wliich 
brings  togetlier  for  the  first  time  in  the  select  council  of  our  be- 
loved Zion  the  clerical  and  lay  elements  by  direct  representation, 
calls  for  more  than  a  passing  interchange  of  views  and  feelings.  It 
is  fitting  that  we,  the  lay  delegates,  especially  should  formally  rec- 
ognize the  gravity  and  responsibility  of  the  hour,  and  the  train  of 
Divine  Provideuce,  as  well  as  of  ecclesiastical  adjustment,  that  has 
led  to  it.  We  desire,  therefore,  to  respond  to  the  summons  which 
invites  us  to  share  in  your  deliberations  and  decisions  by  an  ex- 
pression at  once  of  our  appreciation  of  the  privilege,  and  of  our  sen- 
timent in  accepting  it,  and  to  do  so  in  a  mauner  appropriate  for 
permanent  record. 

First  of  all,  we  devoutly  thank  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  for 
the  eminent  degree  of  harmony  and  brotherly  love  that  has  charac- 
terized the  movement  in  favor  of  "  Lay  Delegation  "  which  has  thus 
happily  been  consummated.  Rarely,  if  ever,  has  history  chronicled 
so  fundamental  a  change  in  Church  polity  effected  with  so  little  of 
acrimonious  controversy;  seldom  or  never  before  has  the  world 
seen  a  voluntary  surrender  of  power  by  any  body  of  men  long  pos- 
sessed of  it  by  constitutional  right ;  and  not  often  has  there  been 
known  such  modesty  iu  acquiring  it  as  our  laity  have  generally  ex- 
hibited. It  has  frequently  been  alleged  that  Methodism  exhibits 
in  her  form  of  government  some  features  of  usurpation  and  despot- 
ism; we  may  now  mutually  congratulate  ourselves  upon  this  signal 
refutation  of  the  calumny. 

In  the  second  place,  on  behalf  of  the  lay  portion  of  our  Church, 
thus  called  upon  to  ass\nne  the  gravest  obligations,  we  invoke  the 
gracious  assistance  of  our  heavenly  Father,  that  we  may  so  engage 
in  and  discharge  the  im^jortaut  duties  imposed  upon  us  as  to  meet  the 
divine  approval,  and  secure  the  greatest  good  to  the  Church  at 
large.  We  feel  that  an  assuming  spirit  would  be  in  the  highest 
degree  unbecoming  those  who  enter  for  the  first  time  upon  a  share 
of  authority  thus  deferentially  ceded  to  them  by  their  colleagues, 
and  we  hope  to  prove,  by  a  cordial  aud  judicious  co-operation  with 
our  ministerial  brethren  in  this  nev/  relatiou,  that  their  confidence, 
and  that  of  those  who  have  sent  us  hither,  is  not  misplaced. 

Thirdly,  we  would  deprecate  any  separation  of  the  so-called 
temporal  and  spiritual  powers  of  this  joint  body  as  between  its  lay 
and  its  clerical  members.  While  we  recognize  the  peculiar  func- 
tions of  the  ministry  in  the  pulpit  and  the  pastorate  ;  their  exclu- 
sive right,  as  a  rule  of  ecclesiastical  order,  to  administer  the  word  of 
God  and  tlie  sacraments  of  the  Church ;  and  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  equally  acknowledge  as  the  special  charge  of  the  laity, 
in  the  pew  and  the  community,  to  maintain  the  pecuniary  interests 
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of  our  ZioD,  and  to  be  the  custodians  of  its  Church  property ;  yet,  Mlay  3, 
as  delegates  here  assembled,  we  conceive,  and  suppose  it  to  be  Second  Dat. 
conceded,  that  we  all  have  a  common  and  equal  interest  and  obli- 
gation in  every  question  that  may  come  before  the  Conference  for 
discussion  and  determination.  Bishops,  preachers,  and  people  are, 
in  our  economy  at  least,  the  elementary  constituents  of  the  one 
body  of  Christ ;  and  whatever  affects  either  of  these  three  classes 
truly  and  sensibly  concerns  all  the  rest.  Whether,  therefore,  we 
meet  here  as  presiding  officers,  or  as  members  consulting  together, 
and  finally  voting  either  promiscuously,  or,  if  it  becomes  requisite 
for  a  due  balance  of  members,  by  separate  count,  we  trust  that  no 
schism  shall  be  made  in  this  regard ;  so  only  can  we  achieve  the 
entire  benefit  of  the  maxim  that  Union  is  strength. 

Lastly,  we  do  not  enter  this  body  to  propose  any  sudden  or  rad- 
ical change  in  the  practical  machinery  of  our  Church.  Happily,  we 
see  no  tendency  among  ns  to  any  considerable  divergence  on  doc- 
trinal questions.  We  hope  that  no  hasty  or  serious  experiments  will 
be  made  in  our  ministerial  policy.  We  should  especially  regret  to 
find  the  introduction  of  the  lay  element  into  our  councils  made  the 
occasion  of  materially  modifying  the  functions  or  contracting  the 
sphere  of  the  clergy,  whether  Bishops,  Elders,  or  Pastors.  We 
laymen,  as  being  comparatively  inexperienced  in  our  present  capac- 
ity, must  naturally  be  expected  to  feel  our  way  cautiously  along  if 
we  would  tread  securely  and  advantageously  in  the  exercise  of  our 
new  powers  ;  at  the  same  time  we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
standing  committed  against  any  advance  in  any  legitimate  and  pru- 
dent direction,  nor  in  favor  of  any  state  of  things  merely  on  ac- 
count of  its  antiquity.  Whatever  measures  have  proved  themselves 
in  time  past  to  be  wise  and  useful  we  would  retain  if  they  still 
continue  efficient,  or  restore  to  their  former  usefulness  if  they  have 
in  any  way  or  degree  unnecessarily  lost  it ;  and  any  modes  of 
operation  which  experience  may  have  shown  to  be  erroneous  or  de- 
fective, or  which  altered  circumstances  may  have  rendered  practi- 
cally obsolete  and  inapposite,  we  would  freely — but  gradually  and 
not  violently — exchange  for  sounder  and  more  improved  ones.  In 
short,  we  profess  ourselves  at  once  conservative  in  principle  and 
progressive  in  action,  thoroughly  true  to  that  Methodism  which 
has  ever  followed  the  guidance  of  Providence — the  same  always 
and  every-where  in  spirit — but  able  to  adapt  itself  in  form  to  the 
varying  exigencies  of  time  and  place.  We  recognize  its  one  grand 
aim  still  to  be  to  "spread  scriptural  holiness  over  these  lands,"  and 
we  trust  that  from  this  hour  it  shall  receive  a  fresh  impulse  in  its 
mission  throughout  the  globe. 

The  reading  having  been  concluded,  on  motion  of 
J.  F.  Devore  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  we  have  listened  with  great  pleasure  to  the  ad- 
dress of  our  brethren,  the  laymen,  and  that  we  most  sincerely  re- 
ciprocate all  its  expressions  of  confidence  and  esteem. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  address  be 
printed  in  the  Chuich  papers. 

The  Conference  then  united  in  singing  the  long 
meter  doxology. 

W.  M'K.  Hester  moved  that  the  Conference  now  standing  Com- 
proceed  to  appoint  the  Standing  Committees.  ™* 

T.  M.  Eddy  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "  and  that 
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jVlay  3.      they  be  constituted  by  appointing  two  members  from 
8B0OND  Day.    ^^^j^  ^^^  ^^.  ^j^^  Book  Committee  districts,  making 
them  to  consist  of  thirty  members  each." 

W.  H.  Goode  moved  further  to  amend  by  excepting 
from  this  order  the  Committee  on  Boundaries,  which 
shall  consist  of  one  member  from  each  Conference,  to 
be  appointed  as  heretofore. 

W.  H.  Olin  moved,  as  a  substitute  for  the  whole,  that 
the  Standing  Committees  be  composed  of  one  member 
from  each  Conference,  to  be  nominated  by  the  delega- 
tions respectively,  and  elected  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence, and  this  substitute  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  I.  S.  Bingham,  it  was  ordered  that 
Standing  Committees  be  constituted  on  the  following 
subjects  : 

Episcopacy,  Revisals, 

Itinerancy,  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts, 

Boundaries,  Appeals, 

Book  Concern,  Church  Extension, 

Missions,  Freed  men. 

Education,  State  of  the  Church; 

W.  H.  H.  Beadle  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
Standing  Committee  on  Lay  Eepresentation. 

On  motion  of  John  Miley,  this  motion  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Jacob  Rothweiler  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
Standing  Committee  on  Representation  in  the  General 
Conference. 

On  motion  of  G.  B.  Jocelyn,  this  motion  was  laid 
on  the  table. 
Election  of  As-       The  tellers  appointed  to  collect  and  count  the  votes 

siBtant  Secre-    ^  .       .  'J^  .  ■^       -,  ^        •  p 

taries.  for    Assistant   Secretaries    reported    the    election    ot 

Oliver  S.  Munsell,  George  W.  Woodruff,  and  John  M. 
Phillips.  George  W.  Woodruff  declined  to  accept, 
when,  on  motion  of  James  S.  Smart,  his  resignation 
was  accepted,  and  D.  N.  Cooley  and  Edward  A.  Man- 
ning were  chosen  Assistant  Secretaries  on  nomination, 
they  having  received  the  greatest  number  of  votes  of 
any  not  elected. 

Gilbert  Haven  moved  that  Benjamin  Brown  be 
elected  the  fifth  Assistant  Secretary,  but  the  motion 
was  laid  on  the  table. 
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On  motion  of  W.  M'K.  Hester,  a  special  Committee 
of  five  was  ordered  on  Rules  of  Order  for  the  govern- 
ment ojf  the  deliberations  of  the  General  Conference. 

A  motion  was  made  that  fifteen  members  of  each  of 
the  Standing  Committees  respectively  shall  constitute 
a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  A  motion 
to  amend  by  making  the  quorum  twenty-one  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  original  motion  prevailed. 

Hiram  Price  moved  that  the  quorum  of  each  Com- 
mittee shall  include  its  Chairman  and  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  W.  C.  Queal,  this  motion  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  Smart,  the  time  of  the  session 
was  extended. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  each  Standing  Com- 
mittee shall  elect  its  own  Chairman  and  Secretary. 

Reuben  Xelson  oflTered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  namely  : 


Second  Day. 

Committee  on 
Kules  of  Or- 
der. 

Quorum  of 
Standing 
Committe«B. 


Each  Standing 
Committee  to 
appoint  its 
own  Chair- 
man and  Sec- 
retary. 


Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  request,  as  an  item  of  interest  not   Bishops' 
only  to  thi^  Conference,  but  also  to  our  visiting  friends,  an  an-       dress, 
nouncement  by  the  Bishops  of  the  time  when  it  will  suit  them  to 
present  to  the  Conference  their  quadrennial  address. 


The  Chair  announced  the  following  as  the  Commit- 
tee on  Rules  of  Order,  namely  :  W.  L.  Harris,  W. 
M'K.  Hester,  John  Evans,  A.  M.  Osbon,  and  B.  R. 
Bonner. 

Pending  a  motion  to  make  the  appointment  of  the 
Standing  Committees  the  special  order  for  to-morrow 
morning  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal, 
a  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed. 

The  Conference  united  in  singing  the  doxology, 
after  which  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  S. 
Clements,  of  Detroit  Conference. 


Committee  on 
Rules  of  Or- 
der. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  3. 

Conference  met  this  morning.  Bishop  Ames  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Al- 
fred Brunson,  of  the  Wisconsin  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  session  was  read  and 
approved. 


]VIay  3. 
Thikd  Day. 
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Miay  3.  The  Order  of  business  was  suspended  to  receive  the 

TiimD  Day.     j.^^^^^  ^f  the  Committee  on  Rules  of  Order. 
Enies  of  Order       William  L.  Harris,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  re- 

roportcd   and  -r-.    i  c      i         i  •     •  •   -i  t 

adopted.  ported  the  Rules  of  the  last  session,  with  sundry- 
amendments,  and  the  Conference  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  Rules,  as  reported,  seriatim. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  first  Rule,  Thomas 
H.  Coldwell  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  half-past 
twelve  o'clock,  and  inserting  one  o'clock  as  the  hour 
of  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  M'Murray,  the  amendment  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

John  Lanahan  moved  that  the  Rules  of  Order  be 
read  through  before  acting  on  them  separately. 

On  motion  of  J.  W.  Weakley,  this  motion  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

A  further  motion  to  amend  the  Rule,  by  inserting 
twelve  o'clock  instead  of  half-past  twelve,  was  made, 
but  it  did  not  prevail,  and  the  first  Rule  was  adopted, 
as  reported  by  the  Committee. 

The  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth, 
ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  fourteenth, 
fifteenth,  sixteenth,  seventeenth,  eighteenth,  nineteenth, 
twentieth,  twenty-first,  twenty-second,  twenty-third, 
twenty-fourth,  twenty-fifth,  and  twenty-sixth  Rules 
were  severally  read  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  further  reported  Rules  and  Order 
for  the  government  of  the  Court  of  Appeals. 

Pending  their  consideration,  E.  O.  Haven  moved  to 
amend  by  inserting  the  word  "  clerical  "  between  the 
words  "  one"  and  "  member,"  so  that  the  Committee  on 
Appeals  shall  consist  exclusively  of  ministerial  delegates. 

On  motion  of  William  Cooper,  the  amendment  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

J.  S.  M'Calmont  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  after 
the  word  delegation,  in  the  first  line  of  Rule  II,  the 
words,  "  which  shall,  if  the  appellant  require  it,  be 
composed  of  ministers  exclusively ;"  but,  on  motion  of 
William  M'K.  Hester,  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  Rule  was  adopted  as  reported  by  the 
Committee,  and  the  Rules  as  a  whole  were  adopted 
as  follows,  namely : 


Rules  of  Order. 


1872.]  Journal  of  the  General  Conference.  61 

Mlay  3. 

RULES    OF   ORDER.  Thibd  Da-?. 

1.  The  Conference  shall  meet  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  adjourn  at 
12^  P.  M. ;  but  may  alter  the  time  of  meeting  and  adjournment  at 
their  discretion. 

2.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the  hour  to 
■which  the  Conference  stood  adjourned,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
opened  bj''  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer;  and 
on  the  appearance  of  a  quorum  shall  have  the  Journals  of  the  pre- 
ceding session  read  and  approved,  and  the  business  of  the  Confer- 
ence shall  proceed  in  the  following  order,  namely: 

(1.)  Petitions,  Memorials,  and  Appeals;  in  calling  for  which  the 
Annual  Conferences  shall  be  named  in  alphabetical  order. 

(2.)  The  roll  of  Conferences  shall  be  repeated  for  ihe  presentation 
of  resolutions  and  miscellaneous  business. 

(3.)  Reports,  first,  of  the  Standing,  and  then  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittees: provided  always,  that  each  call  severally  shall  have  been 
completed  before  either  preceding  one  shall  be  repeated. 

3.  The  President  shall  decide  all  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an 
appeal  to  the  Conference ;  but  in  case  of  such  appeal  the  question 
shall  be  taken  witliout  debate. 

4.  He  shall  appoint  all  committees  not  otherwise  specially  or- 
dered by  the  Conference. 

5.  On  assigning  the  floor  to  any  member  of  the  Conference,  he 
shall  distinctly  aunounce  the  name  of  the  member  to  whom  it  is 
assigned,  and  tlie  Conference  he  represents. 

6.  AU  motions  or  resolutions  introduced  by  any  member  shall  be 
written  and  presented  in  duplicate  by  the  mover  if  the  President, 
Secretary,  or  any  two  members  request  it. 

7.  When  a  motion  or  resolution  is  made  and  seconded,  or  a  report 
presented,  and  is  read  by  the  Secretary  or  stated  by  the  President, 
it  shall  be  deemed  in  possession  of  the  Conference ;  but  any  motion 
or  resolution  may  be  withdrawn  by  the  mover  at  any  time  before 
amendment  or  decision. 

8.  All  motions  to  postpone  or  to  lay  on  the  table  shall  be  taken 
without  debate. 

9.  No  new  motion  or  resolution  shall  be  entertained  until  the  one 
under  consideration  has  been  disposed  of,  which  may  be  done  by 
adoption  or  rejection,-  unless  one  of  the  following  motions  should 
intervene,  which  sliall  liave  precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they 
are  placed,  namely : 

(1.)  Indefinite  postponement; 

(2.)  Laying  on  the  table; 

(3.)  Reference  to  a  committee ; 

(4.)  Postponeijient  to  a  given  time ; 

(5.)  Substitute; 

(6.)  Amendment. 

A  substitute  or  an  amendment  may  be  amended. 

10.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debate,  or  to  deUver 
any  matter  to  the  Conference,  he  shall  rise  and  respectfully  address 
the  President. 

11.  No  member  shall  be  interrupted  when  speaking,  except  by 
the  President  to  call  him  to  order  when  he  departs  from  the  ques- 
tion, or  uses  personalities  or  disrespectful  language ;  but  any  mem- 
ber may  call  the  attention  of  the  President  to  the  subject  when  he 
deems  a  speaker  out  of  order,  and  any  member  may  explain  if  he 
thinks  liimself  misrepresented. 

12.  No  person  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same  question, 
nor  more  than  fifteen  minutes  at  one  time,  without  leave  of  the 
Conference ;  nor  shall  any  person  speak  more  than  once  until  every 
member  choosing  to  speak  shall  have  spoken. 
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Miay  3.  13.  "When  any  motion  or  resolution  shall  have  been  acted  upon 

TniBD  Day.      by  the  Conference,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  who  voted 

with  the  prevailing  side  to  move  a  reconsideration ;  but  a  motion  to 

Bules  of  Order,   reconsider  a  non-debatable  motion  shall  bo  decided  without  debate. 

14.  No  member  shall  absent  liimself  from  the  service  of  the  Con- 
ference without  leave,  unless  he  is  sick  or  unable  to  attend. 

15.  No  member  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  on  any  question  who  13 
not  within  the  bar  at  tlie  time  when  sucii  question  is  put  by  the 
President,  except  by  leave  of  the  Conference,  when  such  member 
has  been  necessarily  absent. 

16.  Every  member  who  is  within  the  bar  at  the  time  the  question 
is  put  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  Conference,  for  special  reasons, 
excuse  him. 

17.  No  resolution  altering  or  rescinding  any  rule  of  Discipline 
shall  be  adopted  until  it  shall  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
Conference  at  least  one  day. 

18.  It  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  to  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  any  question  before  the  Conference,  and  if  the  call  be  sus- 
tained by  eighty  members  present,  the  vote  thereon  shall  be  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

19.  It  shall  be  in  order  to  move  that  the  question  be  taken  with- 
out further  debate  on  any  measure  pending  before  the  General 
Conference,  except  in  cases  in  which  character  is  involved;  and  if 
sustained  by  a  vote  of  iwo  thirds,  the  question  shall  be  so  taken. 

20.  A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  be  in  order,  and  shall  bo 
decided  without  debate. 

21.  Each  member  of  this,  body  presenting  memorials,  petitions, 
and  other  papers  for  reference,  sliall  prepare  the  paper  by  writing 
in  a  plain  hand  on  the  back  of  it  the  following  items,  in  the  follow- 
uig  order,  namely : 

(1 .)  Name  of  the  member  presenting  the  paper. 
(2.)  Conference  from  which  it  comes. 
(3.)  Pastoral  charge  of  the  Conference  sending  it. 
(4.)  Subject  to  which  it  relates. 
(5.)  First  name  on  the  petition. 
(6.)  Number  of  other  petitioners. 
(7.)  The  Committee  to  which  lie  desires  it  referred. 
Papers  thus  presented,  if  no  objection  be  made,  shall  be  referred 
as  indicated  without  a  vote  of  the  Conference. 

22.  When  any  member  shall  move  the  reference  of  any  portion 
of  the  Journal  of  his  Conference  to  any  Committee,  he  shall  at  the 
same  time  furnish  a  cop,y  of  the  portion  he  wishes  referred,  filed  as 
already  provided  in  the  case  of  memorials. 

23.  All  resolutions  contemplating  verbal  alterations  of  the  Dis- 
cipline shall  state  the  language  of  the  paragraph  ojc  line  proposed 
to  be  altered,  and  also  the  language  proposed  to  be  substituted. 

24.  All  committees  reporting  changes  of  Discipline  shall  not  only 
recite  the  page,  part,  chapter,  section,  and  line  proposed  to  be 
amended,  but;  also  the  amended  paragraph  complete. 

25.  All  written  motions,  reports,  and  communications  to  the 
Conference  shall  be  passed  to  the  Secretary,  to  be  b}'  him  read  to 
the  Conference,  unless  the  Conference  shall,  when  such  paper  is 
offered,  request  the  proposer  of  the  paper  to  read  it  to  the  Conference. 

26.  All  Committees  shall  furnish  duplicates  of  their  reports,  and 
all  persons  offering  resolutions  shall  be  required  to  furnish  dupli- 
cates where,  by  Rule  VI,  they  are  required  to  write  them. 

The  Rules  and  Order  for  the  government  of  the 
Committee  on  Appeals  were  then  adopted  as  a  whole, 
as  follows : 
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IVEay  3. 

Thied  Day. 
COMMITTEE   OIST  APPEALS. 

Committee    on 

I.  The  ComTnittee  on  Appeals  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee.  Appeals. 

II.  It  shall  consist  of  one  member  from  each  delegation,  to  be 
nominated  bv  the  respective  delegations. 

III.  The  Committee  sliall  be  divided  into  two  sections,  in  alpha- 
betical order — all  tlie  names,  from  the  beginning  of  the  alpliabet 
down  to  and  including  those  commencing  witli  the  letter  L,  to  con- 
stitute the  first  section;  and  the  names  below  that,  in  alphabetical 
order,  to  be  included  in  the  second  section — these  two  sections, 
alternately,  beginning  with  the  first,  shall  be  charged  with  the 
appeal  cases  pending  before  the  General  Conference. 

IV".  The  parties  may  challenge  for  cause,  and  the  Committee  maj'' 
excuse  for  cause  in  any  given  case — only,  so  that  not  less  than 
fifteen  members  of  the  Committee  shall  remain  for  the  trial  of  the 
case. 

V.  The  question  of  entertaining  the  appeals  shall  be  determined 
oy  the  Committee  to  try  appeals. 

yi.  The  order  of  procedure  in  the  trial  of  referred  appeal  cases 
shall  be  as  follows,  namely : 

(1.)   Present  the  appeal. 

(2.)  Determine  what  members  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals,  not 
less  than  fifteen,  shall  hear  and  try  the  case — a  majority  of  whom 
shall  decide. 

(3.)  Read  the  findings  in  the  case. 

(4.)   State  the  grounds  of  the  appeal.  ■ 

(5.)  Motion  to  admit  the  appeal. 

(6.)  Read  the  minutes  and  documents. 

(7.)   Appellant's  defense. 

(8.)  Reply  of  the  delegates  of  the  Conference  from  whose  action 
the  appeal  is  taken. 

(9.)  Appellant's  reply  to  the  delegates. 

(10.)  Decision  of  the  case. 

On  motion  of  W.  M'K.  Hester,  the  Agents  were  re- 
quested to  publish  the  Rules  of  Order  in  the  "  Daily 
Advocate." 

The  Committee  on  the  Reception  of  Fraternal  Dele- 
gates asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence. 

On  motion  of  R.  S.   Foster,   the  Agents  were  in-  DaiiyAdvooates 
structed  to  forward  twenty-five  copies  of  the  '*  Daily 
Advocate  "  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jobson,  ex-President  of  the 
British  Conference,  to  be  distributed  at  his  discretion. 

W.  R.  Clark  stated  that  William  Claflin,  of  the  New  james  p.  Ma- 
England  delegation,  was  not  present,  and,  on  motion,  fnstead™"*^ 
James  P.  Magee,  a  reserve  from  that  Conference,  was  j^i''^"*  ciaf- 
admitted  in  his  stead. 

William  G.  Matton  stated  that  John  A.  Haskins,  AiwonW.Tour- 
the  lay  delegate  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  fnttead""*^ 
was  not  present,  and,  on  motion,  Albion  W.  Tourgee,  a  ^fng"  ^-  °** 
reserve  of  that  Con^rence,  was  admitted  in  his  stead. 


to 

warded  to  Dr. 

Jobson. 
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Thibd  Day. 


Standing  Com- 
mitteea  ap- 
pointed. 


Episcopacy. 


On  motion  of  R.  S.  Foster,  Conference  proceeded  to 
the  appointment  of  the  Standing  Committees. 

Pending  the  announcement  of  nominations,  A.  J. 
Kynett  moved  that  each  delegation  furnish  a  list  of  its 
nominations  to  the  Secretaries,  to  be  by  them  assorted 
and  entered  in  the  Journal. 

On  motion  of  J.  M.  Buckley,  this  motion  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Committees  were  then  severally  nominated  and 
elected  as  follows,  namely  : 


EPISCOPACY. 


A.  S.  Lakin, 
Henry  Slicer, 
L.  D.  White, 
J.  R.  Tansey, 
William  N"ast, 
W.  H.  Hunter, 

D.  D.  Lore, 
W.  L.  Harris, 
Thompson  Mitchell, 
J.  W.  Weakley, 
John  Evans, 
iN'athan  Young, 
Uri  P.  Golliday, 

E.  O.  Haven, 

F.  G.  Hibbard, 
C.  F.  Grimm, 
Amrai  Prince, 
Joseph  Leslie, 
Thomas  Carlton, 
E.  Q.  Fuller, 

L.  S.  Jacoby, 
N.  E.  Cobleigh, 
W.  S.  Prentice, 
H.  Mansell, 
W.  M'K.  Hester, 
W.  F.  Cowles, 
W.  K.  Marshall, 
W.  H.  Black, 
M.  W.  Taylor, 
Charles  A.  Pitman, 


Alabama. 

Baltimore. 

Black  River. 

California. 

Central  German. 

Central  Illinois. 

Central  New  York. 

Central  Ohio. 

Central  Pennsylvania. 

Cincinnati. 

Colorado. 

Delaware. 

Des  Moines. 

Detroit. 

East  Genesee. 

East  German. 

East  Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Georgia. 

Germany  and  Switzerland. 

Holston. 

Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Lexington. 

Liberia. 
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Lucius  C.  Matlack, 
Parker  Jaques, 
John  M.  Reid, 
David  Brooks, 
A.  C.  M'Donald, 
Nathan  Shumate, 
John  B.  Maxfield, 
T.  H.  M'Grath, 
I.  W.  Wiley, 
W.  R.  Clark, 
James  Pike, 
I.  D.  King, 
M.  D'C.  Crawford, 

A.  S.  Hunt, 
W.  G.  Matton, 
Orange  V.  Lemon, 
Francis  S.  Hoyt, 
C.  A.  Loeber, 
Allen  A.  Gee, 
Joseph  M,  Trimble, 
Charles  C.  Stratton, 
William  Cooper, 
Samuel  H.  Nesbit, 
Micah  J.  Talbot, 
Miner  Raymond, 

B.  F.  Ciaiy, 

C.  H.  HoUoway, 
E.  G.  Wood, 
John  Van  Cleve, 
Philip  Kuhl, 
John  Brad  en, 
Erastus  Carter, 
Homer  Eaton, 
A.  J.  Kynett, 

J.  C.  W.  Coxe, 
E.  P.  Phelps, 
James  A.  Hai'ris, 
Gideon  Martin, 
Thomas  M.  Fullerton, 
T.  J.  Thompson, 
G.  M.  Steele, 
Reuben  Nelson, 


Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota, 

Mississippi. 

Missouri. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New  England, 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 

New  York  East. 

North  Carolina. 

North  Indiana. 

North  Ohio. 

North-west  German. 

North-west  Indiana. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Rock  River. 

Saint  Louis. 

South  Carolina. 

South-eastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois. 

South-west  German. 

Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Virginia. 

Washington. 

West  Virginia. 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wilmington. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 


Miay  3. 

Third  Day. 
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ITINEEANCY. 

tineranoy. 

Henry  C.  Sanford, 

Alabama. 

John  S.  Deale, 

Baltimore. 

I.  S.  Bingham, 

Black  River. 

W.  J.  Maclay, 

California. 

Jacob  Rothweiler, 

Central  German. 

H.  Ritchie, 

Central  Blinois. 

J.  T.  Peck, 

Central  New  York. 

A.  Harmount, 

Central  Ohio. 

J.  S.  M'Murray, 

Central  Pennsylvania. 

J.  F.  Chalfant,' 

Cincinnati. 

John  Evans, 

Colorado. 

James  A.  Jones, 

Delaware. 

Phinehas  F.  Bresee, 

Des  Moines. 

J.  S.  Smart, 

Detroit. 

Thomas  Tousey, 

East  Genesee. 

C.  F.  Grimm, 

East  German. 

Charles  Beale, 

East  Maine. 

W.  F.  Day, 

Erie. 

Richard  L.  Waite, 

Genesee. 

W.  Prettyman, 

Georgia. 

L.  S.  Jacoby, 

Germany  and  Switzerland, 

.  F.  M.  Fanning, 

Holston. 

W.  E.  Johnson, 

Illinois. 

« 

H.  Mausell, 

India. 

John  Kiger, 

Indiana. 

Francis  W.  Evans, 

Iowa. 

R,  L.  Harford, 

Kansas. 

Daniel  Stevenson, 

Kentucky. 

W.  L.  Muir, 

Lexington. 

Charles  A.  Pitman, 

Liberia. 

Pierre  Landry, 

Louisiana.                 * 

S.  Allen, 

Maine. 

G.  B.  Jocelyn, 

Michigan. 

T.  M.  Gossard, 

Minnesota. 

Moses  Adams, 

Mississippi. 

J.  H.  Hopkins, 

Missouri. 

E.  H.  Rogers, 

Nebraska. 

H.  J.  Blnisdell, 

Nevada. 

J.  K.  Burr, 

Newark. 

J.  W.  Lindsay, 

New  England. 
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K  S.  Stubbs, 
J.  B.  Graw, 
A.  M.  Osbon, 
E.  G.  Andrews, 
Albion  W.  Tourgee, 
William  S.  Birch, 
John  A.  Mudge, 
Frederick  Kopp, 
Joseph  C.  Reed,      • 
William  Porter, 
Carroll  C.  Stratton, 
William  H.  Elliott, 
I.  C.  Pershing, 
William  T.  Harlow, 
Wm.  S.  Han-ington, 

M.  Sorin, 

J.  B.  Middleton, 

F.  A.  Hester, 

Robert  AUyn, 

John  Schlagenhauf, 

David  Rutledge, 

W.  R.  Fayle, 

Elisha  Watson, 

William  Brush, 

Isaac  M'Ann, 

E.  P.  Phelps, 

James  Peck, 

Samuel  Steele, 

Alfred  Brunson, 

J.  B.  Quigg, 

P.  B.  Pease, 

George  Peck, 


New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 

New  York  East. 

North  Carolina. 

North  Indiana. 

North  Ohio. 

North-west  German. 

North-west  Indiana. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Rock  River. 

Saint  Louis. 

South  Carolina. 

South-eastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois. 

South-west  German. 

Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Virginia. 

Washington. 

West  Virginia. 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wilmington. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 


IVIay  3. 

Thikd  Day. 


BOUNDARIES. 


A.  S.  Lakin, 
L.  F.  Morgan, 
I.  S.  Bingham, 
J.  R.  Tansey, 
J.  A.  Klein, 
F.  M.  Chaffee, 
A.  J.  Phelps, 
T.  H.  Wilson, 


BoundiixieB. 


Alabama. 
Baltimore. 
Black  River. 
California. 
Central  German. 
Central  Illinois. 
Central  New  York. 
Central  Ohio. 
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Thibd  Dat. 


F.  Hodgson, 
I.  Corwin, 

B.  T.  Vincent, 
J.  A,  Young, 
Joseph  Knotts, 
T.  G.  Potter, 
Robert  Hogoboom, 
F.  K.  Keller, 

L.  D.  Warchvell, 
R.  H.  Hurlburt, 

F.  H.  Root, 

J.  D.  Thompson, 
L.  S.  Jacoby, 
N.  G.  Taylor, 
W.  M'K.  M'Elfresh, 
H.  Mansell, 
W.  M'K.  Hester, 
W.  F.  Cowles, 
W.  R.  Davis, 
Hiram  Shaw,  Jr., 
Marshall  W.  Taylor, 
Charles  A.  Pitman, 
L.  C.  Matlack, 
P.  Jaques, 

G.  B.  Jocelyn, 
David  Brooks, 
G.  W.  Wells, 
J.  H.  Hopkins, 
T.  B.  Lemon, 
T.  H.  M'Grath, 
J.  R.  Bryan, 
David  Sherman, 

C.  S.  Harrington, 
J.  B.  Dobbins, 
William  Goss, 
Oliver  Hoyt, 
W.  G.  Matton, 
O.  Y.  Lemon, 

A.  J.  Lyon, 
J.  J.  Keller, 
Samuel  Godfrey, 
H.  S.  Bundy, 


Central  Pennsylvania. 

Cincinnati. 

Colorado. 

Delaware. 

Des  Moines. 

Detroit. 

East  Genesee. 

East  German. 

Ea-st  Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Georgia. 

Germany  and  Switzerland. 

Holston. 

Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Mississippi. 

Missouri. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New  England. 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 

New  York  East. 

North  Carolina. 

North  Indiana. 

North  Ohio. 

North-west  German. 

North-west  Indiana. 

Ohio. 
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George  Abernethy, 
Charles  Albright, 
J.  S.  Bracken, 
W.  T.  Harlow, 
J.  II.  More, 
W.  H.  Gillam, 
J.  B.  Middleton, 
Sampson  Tincher, 
Ephraim  Joy, 
Philip  Kuhl, 
T.  H.  Caldwell, 
W.  R.  Fayle, 
Merritt  B.  Mead, 
H.  Price, 
W.  D.  Malcom, 
E.  P.  Phelps, 
R.  H.  Robinson, 
J.  W.  Webb, 
T.  M.  FuUerton, 
Charles  Hill, 
G.  M.  Steele, 
W.  G.  Queal, 


Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Rock  River. 

Saint  Louis. 

South  Carolina, 

South-east  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois, 

South-western  German, 

Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa, 

Vermont, 

Virginia. 

Washington. 

West  Virginia. 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wilmington. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 
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Miay  3. 
Thikd  Day. 


BOOK  CONCEKN. 


Book  Concern. 


A.  S.  Lakin, 
T.  M.  Eddy, 
L,  D.  White, 
O.  Gibson, 

R.  A.  W;  Briiehl, 
W.  H.  Hunter, 

B.  S.  Wright, 
Geo.  G.  Hackedorn, 
John  Patton, 

J,  M,  Phillips, 
John  Evans, 
Jas,  A.  Jones, 
P.  F.  Bresee, 
A,  Edwards, 
David  Decker, 

C.  F.  Grimm, 
Horace  Muzzy, 
J.  S,  M'Calmont, 


Alabama, 
Baltimore, 
Black  River, 
California. 
Central  German. 
Central  Illinois. 
Central  New  York. 
Central  Ohio. 
Central  Pennsylvania. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Delaware. 
Des  Moines. 
Detroit. 
East  Genesee. 
East  German- 
East  Maine. 
Erie. 
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A.  D.  Wilbor, 

Genesee. 

Tdibd  Day. 

E.  Q.  FuUer, 

Georgia. 

L.  S.  Jacoby, 

Gei-many  and  Switzerland. 

N.  E.  Cobleigh, 

Holston. 

Hiram  Buck, 

Illinois. 

H.  Man  sell, 

India. 

W.  C.  Upham, 

Indiana. 

Isaac  A.  Hammer, 

Iowa, 

Wm.  Fairchild, 

Kansas, 

Amos  Shinlde, 

Kentucky. 

M.  W.  Taylor, 

Lexington. 

Charles  A.  Pitman, 

Libeiia. 

L.  C.  Matlack, 

Louisiana. 

W.  Deering, 

Maine. 

R.  Sapp, 

Michigan. 

John  Nicols, 

Minnesota. 

A.  C.  M'Donald, 

Mississippi. 

Samuel  Huffman, 

Missouri. 

E.  H.  Rogers, 

Nebraska. 

T.  H.  M'Grath, 

Nevada. 

D.  Caaipbell, 

Newark. 

J.  P.  Magee, 

New  England, 

R.  S.  Stubbs, 

New  Hampshire. 

C.  E.  Hill, 

New  Jersey. 

Stephen  D.  Brown, 

New  York. 

Daniel  Curry, 

New  York  East. 

A.  W.  Tourgee, 

North  Carolina. 

Nerr  H.  Phillips, 

North  Indiana. 

W.  C.  Peirce, 

North  Ohio.  ' 

C.  A.  Loeber, 

North-west  German. 

John  Brownfield, 

North-west  Indiana. 

Stephen  M.  Merrill, 

Ohio. 

John  F.  Devore, 

Oregon. 

Samuel  W.  Thomas, 

Philadelphia. 

Joseph  Horner, 

Pittsburgh. 

David  H.  Ela, 

Providence. 

Grant  Goodrich, 

Rock  River. 

B.  R.  Bonner, 

Saint  Louis. 

H.  Cordozo, 

South  Carolina. 

James  C.  M'Intosh, 

South-eastern  Indiana. 

E.  Callahan, 

Southern  Illinois. 

A.  Klippel, 

South-west  German. 
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David  Rutledge, 
W.  R.  Fayle, 

C.  F.  Burdick, 

D.  N.  Cooley, 
R.  J.  Saxe, 

W.  A.  Berkley, 
J.  A.  Harris, 
C.  D.  Hubbard, 
J.  B.  Bachman, 
W.  Kenney, 
C.  D.  Pillsbury, 
W.  H.  Olin, 


A.  S.  Lakin, 
L.  F.  Morgan, 
Willard  Ives, 
Otis  Gibson, 
J.  A.  Klein, 

J.  S.  Gumming, 

B.  I.  Ives, 
W.  L.  Harris, 
B.  B.  Hamlin, 
J.  M.  Walden, 
B.  T.  Vincent, 
Nathan  Young, 
U.  P.  Golliday, 
L.  R.  Fisk, 


Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Virginia. 

Washington. 

West  Virginia. 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wilmington. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 

MISSIONS. 

Alabama. 

Baltimore. 

Black  River. 

Galifornia. 

Central  German. 

Central  Illinois. 

Centi-al  New  York. 

Central  Ohio. 

Central  Pennsylvania. 

Cincinnati. 

Colorado. 

Delaware. 

Des  Moines. 

Detroit. 


IVIay  3. 
Thied  Day. 


Missions. 


D.  W.  C.  Huntington,  East  Genesee. 
F.  K.  Keller,  East  German. 


L.  D.  Wardwell, 
Moses  Hill, 
J.  W.  Brown, 
W.  Prettyman, 
L.  S.  Jacoby, 
J.  L.  Mann, 
C.  P.  Baldwin, 
Henry  Mansell, 
John  Kiger, 
J.  T.  Simmons, 
G.  S.  Dearborn, 
H.  D.  Rice, 


East  Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Georgia. 

Germany  and  Switzerland. 

Holston. 

Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 
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]May  3. 

W.  L.  Muir, 

Lexington. 

TirreD  Day. 

C.  A.  Pitman, 

Liberia. 

Pierre  Landry, 

Louisiana. 

Wm.  Deering, 

Maine. 

W.  H.  Perriue, 

Michigan. 

Cyrus  Brooks,     , 

Minnesota. 

Moses  Adams, 

Mississippi. 

J.  W.  Lewds, 

Missouri. 

J.  B.  Maxiield, 

Nebraska. 

H.  J.  Blaisdell, 

Nevada. 

R.  L.  Dashiell, 

Newark. 

Gilbert  Haven, 

New  England. 

R.  S.  Stnbbs, 

New  Hampshire. 

James  Bishop, 

New  Jersey. 

C.  D.  Foss, 

New  York. 

G.  W.  Woodruff,      ' 

New  York  East. 

W.  G.  Matton, 

North  Carolina. 

W.  H.  Goode, 

North  Lidiana. 

A.  J.  Lyon, 

North  Ohio. 

Frederic  Kopp, 

North-west  German. 

A.  A.  Gee,    ' 

North-west  Indiana. 

A.  B.  See, 

Ohio. 

George  Abernethy, 

Oregon. 

J.  P.  Durbin, 

Phifadelphia. 

A.  J.  Endsley, 

Pittsburgh. 

D.  A.  Whedon, 

Providence. 

Luke  Hitchcock, 

Rock  River. 

A.  C.  George, 

Saint  Louis. 

Alonzo  Webster, 

South  Carolina. 

E.  K.  Hosford, 

South-eastern  Indiana. 

B.  R.  Pierce, 

Southern  Illinois. 

Wra.  Koeneke, 

South-west  German. 

Robert  Quinn, 

Tennessee. 

Erastus  Carter, 

Texas. 

Erastus  Wentworth, 

Troy. 

Elias  Skinner, 

L'"pper  Iowa. 

W.  D.  Malcolm, 

Vermont. 

W.  N.  Berkley, 

Virginia. 

Aaron  Shoveler, 

Washington. 

T.  H.  Logan, 

West  Virginia. 

J.  B.  Reynolds, 

West  Wisconsin. 

W.  H.  Thompson, 

Wilmington. 
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W.  G.  Miller, 
N.  T.  Childs, 


Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


May  ». 
Thibd  Day. 


EDUCATION". 


Arad  S.  Lakin, 
James  A.  M'Cauley, 
Willard  Ives, 
Joseph  H.  Wythe, 
William  Nast, 
O.  S.  Munsell, 
Edward  C.  Curtis, 
William  Lawrence, 
John  A.  Gere, 
R  S.  Rust, 
John  Evans, 
Nathan  Young, 
W.  II.  H.  Beadle, 
L.  R.  Fisk, 
C.  W.  Bennett, 
F.  K.  Keller, 
Ammi  Prince, 
Jann'S  Marvin, 
Francis  H.  Root,    . 
E.  Q.  Fuller, 
Ludwig  S.  Jacoby, 
N.  E.  Cobleigh, 
Peter  Akers, 
Henry  Mansell, 
Cyrus  Nutt, 
E.  n.  Waring, 
Robert  L.  Harford, 
H.  D.  Rice, 
Marshall  W.  Taylor, 
Charles  A.  Pitman, 
L.  C.  Matlack, 
Stephen  Allen, 
Carini  C.  Olds, 
Cyrus  Brooks, 
Albert  C.  M'Donald, 
James  W.  Lewis, 
John  B.  Maxfield, 
H.  G.  Blaisdell, 


Alabama. 

Baltimore. 

Black  River. 

California. 

Central  German 

Central  Illinois. 

Central  New  York. 

Central  Ohio. 

Central  Pennsylvania. 

Cincumati. 

Coloiado. 

Delaware. 

Des  Moines. 

Detroit. 

East  Genesee. 

East  German. 

East  Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Georgia. 

Germany  and  Switzerland. 

Holston. 

Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Mississippi. 

Missouri. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 
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May  3. 

James  Strong, 

Newark, 

TniKD  Day. 

William  F.  Warren, 

New  England. 

Calvin  S.  Harrington, 

,  New  Hampshire. 

S.  A.  Dobbins, 

New  Jersey. 

Randolph  S.  Foster, 

New  York. 

George  G.  Reynolds, 

New  York  East. 

W.  G.  Matton, 

North  Carolina. 

Thomas  Bowman, 

North  Indiana. 

Horace  Benton, 

North  Ohio. 

Christian  A.  Loeber, 

North-west  German. 

Samuel  Godfrey, 

North-^vest  Indiana. 

Leander  J.  Critchfield 

,  Ohio. 

Charles  C.  Stratton, 

Oregon. 

William  C.  Robinson 

,  Philadelphia. 

Charles  A.  Holmes, 

Pittsburgh. 

David  H.  El  a. 

Providence. 

Charles  H.  Fowler, 

Rock  River. 

James  W.  L.  Slavens, 

,  Saint  Louis. 

Alonzo  Webster, 

South  Cai-olina. 

Enoch  G.  Wood, 

South-eastern  Indiana. 

Robert  Allyn, 

Southern  Illinois. 

Dietrich  C.  Smith, 

South-w^est  German. 

John  Braden, 

Tennessee. 

Erastus  Carter, 

Texas. 

William  Wells, 

Troy. 

Richard  W.  Keeler, 

Upper  Iowa. 

J.  C.  W.  Coxe, 

Vermont. 

William  N.  Berkley, 

Virginia. 

Benjamin  Brown, 

Washington. 

Alexander  Martin, 

West  Vii-ginia. 

John  H.  Rountree, 

West  Wisconsin. 

John  B.  Quigg, 

Wilmington. 

Henry  Bannister, 

Wisconsin. 

Reuben  Nelson, 

Wyoming. 

KeviBals. 

EEVISALS. 

Arad  S.  Lakin, 

Alabama, 

James  A.  M'Cauley, 

Baltimore. 

Lucius  L.  Palmer, 

Black  River. 

Joseph  H.  Wythe, 

California. 

John  A.  Klein, 

Central  German. 

Francis  M.  Chaffee, 

Central  Illinois. 
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Luke  C.  Queal, 
Samuel  L.  Roberts, 

Central  New  York. 
Central  Ohio. 

Mays. 

Thibd  Day. 

Benjamin  B,  Hamlin, 

Central  Pennsylvania. 

John  F.  Marlay, 

Cincinnati. 

Bethuel  T.  Vincent, 

Colorado. 

James  A.  Jones, 

Delaware. 

Bennett  Mitchell, 

Des  Moines. 

Erastus  0.  Haven, 

Detroit. 

Kassimer  P.  Jervis, 

East  Genesee. 

C.  F.  Grimm, 

East  German. 

Charles  B.  Dunn, 

East  Maine. 

Richard  A.  Caruthers 

,  Erie. 

E.  E.  Chambers, 

Genesee. 

James  D.  Thompson, 

Georgia. 

Ludwig  S.  Jacoby, 

Germany  and  Switzerland. 

J.  L.  Mann, 

Holston. 

Preston  Wood, 

Illinois. 

Henry  Mansell, 

India. 

John  J.  Hight, 

Indiana. 

Edmund  H.  Waring, 

Iowa. 

W.  R.  Davis, 

Kansas. 

Daniel  Stevenson, 

Kentucky. 

Willis  L.  Muir, 

Lexington. 

Charles  A.  Pitman, 

Liberia. 

L.  C.  Matlack, 

Louisiana. 

Charles  Munger, 

Maine. 

William  H.  Perrine, 

Michigan. 

Justus  0.  Rich, 

Minnesota. 

G.  W.  Wells, 

Mississippi. 

Nathan  Shumate, 

Missouri. 

William  A.  Burr, 

Nebraska. 

Thomas  H.  M'Grath, 

,   Nevada. 

Alexander  L.  Brice, 

Newark. 

David  Sherman, 

New  England. 

Cadford  M.  Dinsmore,  New  Hampshire. 

J.  B.  Dobbins, 

New  Jersey. 

John  Miley, 

New  York. 

J.  M.  Buckley, 

New  York  East. 

A.  W.  Tourgee, 

North  Carolina. 

William  S.  Birch, 

North  Indiana. 

Francis  S.  Hoyt, 

North  Ohio. 

Frederic  Kopp, 

North-west  German. 
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Tdibd  Dat. 


Nelson  L.  Biakeman, 
Thomas  H.  PliiUips, 
Charles  C.  Stratton, 
William  C,  Robinson, 
John  "Williams, 
Mi  call  J.  Talbot, 
S.  A.  W.  Jewett, 
Benjamin  F.  Crary, 
Alonzo  Webster, 
Sampson  Tineher, 
George  W.  Hughey, 
John  Schlagenhnuf, 
John  Bradeii, 
William  R.  Fayle, 
Samuel  Meredith, 
John  Bowman, 
H.  W.  Worthen, 
E.  P.  Phelps, 
R.  H.  Robinson, 
Samuel  Steele, 
Alfred  Brunson, 
D.  M.  Bates, 
C.  D.  Pillsbury, 
William  G.  Queal, 


North-west  Indiana. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Rock  River. 

Saint  Louis. 

South  Carolina. 

South-eastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois. 

South-west  German. 

Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Virginia. 

Washington. 

West  Virginia. 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wilmington. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 


Sunday-Schools 
and  Tracts. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS  AND   TRACTS. 


A.  S.  Lakin, 
S.  Baldwin, 

B.  Whitney, 
Edward  Moore, 
R.  A.  W.  Bruehl, 
Thomas  Logan, 
William  J.  Moses, 
S.  L.  Roberts, 

J.  S.  M'Murray, 
J.  F.  Chalfant, 
John  Evans, 
Nathan  Young, 
Henry  C.  Sigler, 
H.  Fish, 
J.  E.  Latimer, 
C.  F.  Grimm, 


Alabama. 

Baltimore. 

Black  River. 

California. 

Central  Gei*man. 

Central  Illinois. 

Central  New  York. 

Central  Ohio. 

Central  Pennsylvania. 

Cincinnati. 

Colorado. 

Delaware. 

Des  Moines. 

Detroit. 

East  Genesee. 

East  German. 
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H.  Muzzy, 

East  Maine.                                 ^^y  3. 

Lewis  Millei-, 

Erie.                                             ^•'"'"°^" 

J.  W.  Bi  own, 

Genesee. 

J.  C.  Kimball, 

Georgia. 

L.  S.  Jacoby, 

Germany  and  Switzerland. 

J.  W.  Ramsey, 

Holston. 

J.  G.  English^ 

Illinois. 

H.  Man  sell, 

Lidia. 

R.  "W.  Thompson, 

Indiana. 

F.  W.  Evans, 

Iowa, 

J.  J.  Wright, 

Kansas. 

Amos  Shinkle, 

Kentucky. 

M.'  W.  Taylor, 

Lexington. 

Charles  A.  Pitman, 

Liberia. 

Pierre  Landry, 

Louisiana. 

Charles  Munger, 

Maine. 

Hampton  Rich, 

Michigan. 

Abner  Lewis, 

Minnesota. 

Mack  Hill, 

Mississippi. 

Samuel  F.  Garrett, 

Missouri. 

Wm.  A.  Burr, 

Nebiaska. 

H.  G.  Blaisdell, 

Nevada. 

J.  R.  Bryan, 

Newark. 

W.  F.  Mallalieu, 

New  England. 

N.  S.  Berry, 

New  Hampshire. 

J.  B.  Graw, 

New  Jersey. 

S.  L  Ferguson, 

New  York. 

Wm.  M'Allister, 

New  York  East. 

W.  G,  Matton, 

North  Carolina. 

J.  A.  Funk, 

North  Indiana. 

L.  Warner, 

North  Ohio. 

H.  E.  Dickliaut, 

North-west  German. 

John  Brownfield, 

North-west  Indiana. 

T.  H.  Phillips, 

Ohio. 

George  Abernethy, 

Oregon. 

T.  T.^Tasker, 

Philadelphia. 

A.  Bradley, 

Pittsburgh. 

Frederick  Uphani, 

Providence. 

Benjamin  F.  Sheets, 

Rock  River. 

A.  C.  George, 

Saint  Lo\;is. 

C.  H.  Holloway, 

South  Carolina. 

J.  C.  M'Intosh, 

South-eastern  Indiana. 
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IVEay  3. 

Third  Day. 


Epliraim  Joy, 
D.  C.  Smith, 
Robert  Quinu, 
Erastus  Cai-ter, 
H.  A.  Wilson, 
Richard  Swearengen, 
A.  M.  Dickey, 
William  N.  Berkley, 
James  Peck, 
Thomas  H.  Logan, 
Joseph  B.  Reynolds, 
W.  H.  Thompson, 
H.  A.  Jones, 
Thomas  Harroiin, 


Southern  Illinois. 

South-west  German. 

Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Virginia. 

Washington, 

West  Virginia. 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wilmington. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 


Appeals. 


APPEALS. 


A.  S.  Lakin, 
H.  Slicer, 
L.  L.  Palmer, 
W.  J.  Maclay, 
J.  Rothweiler, 
A.  J.  Anderson, 
F.  F.  Jewell, 

A.  Harmount, 
Samuel  Barnes, 
I.  Corwin, 

B.  T.  Vincent, 
James  A.  Jones, 
Bennett  Mitchell, 
S.  Clements, 

D.  W.  C.  Huntington, 

C.  F.  Grimm, 
C.  B.  Dunn, 
John  Graham, 
Richard  L,  Waite, 
J.  C.  Kimball, 

L.  S.  Jacoby, 
F.  M.  Fanning, 
William  Thomas, 
H.  Mansell, 
R.  W.  Thompson, 
J.  L.  Simmons, 


Alabama. 

Baltimore. 

Black  River. 

California. 

Central  German. 

Central  Illinois. 

Central  New  York. 

Central  Ohio, 

Central  Pennsylvania. 

Cincinnati. 

Colorado. 

Delaware. 

Des  Moines. 

Detroit. 

East  Genesee. 

East  German. 

East  Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Georgia, 

Germany  and  Switzerland. 

Holston. 

Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 
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W.  K.  Marshall, 
Hiram  Shaw,  Jr., 
Willis  L.  Muir, 
Charles  A.  Pitman, 
L.  C.  Matlack, 
S.  F.  Wetherbee, 
I.  Coggshall, 
J.  O.  Rich, 
Moses  Adams, 
Samuel  Huffman, 
T.  B.  Lemon, 
T.  H.  M'Grath, 
J.  T.  Crane, 
L.  K  Thayer, 
C.  M.  Dinsmore, 
A.  E.  Ballard, 
W.  J.  Groo, 
Thomas  B.  Osborn, 
Albion  W.  Tourgee, 
W.  R.  West, 
L.  Warner, 
J.  J.  Keller, 
Henry  S.  Lane, 
A.  B.  See, 
J.  F.  Devore, 
J.  Mead  M'Cullough, 
John  W.  Baker, 
Daniel  A.  Whedon, 
S.  A.  W.  Jewett, 
W.  H.  Gillam, 
Chas.  H.  Holloway, 
F.  A.  Hester, 
Benjamin  R.  Pierce, 
William  Koeneke, 
Thomas  H.  Caldwell, 
W.  R.  Fayle, 
S.  Washburn, 
R.  Swearengen, 
A.  M.  Dickey, 
E.  P.  Pheli)S, 
Beiijamhi  Brown, 
Alexander  Martin, 


Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Mississippi. 

Missouri. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New  England. 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 

New  York  East. 

North  Carolina. 

North  Indiana. 

North  Ohio. 

North-west  German. 

North-west  Indiana. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Rock  Rivei'. 

Saint  Louis. 

South  Carolina. 

South-eastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois. 

South-west  Gerjnan. 

Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Virginia. 

Washington. 

West  Virijinia. 
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IVIay  3. 
Thibd  Day. 


John  E.  Stillnian,  West  Wisconsin. 

T.  J.  Thompson,  Wilmington. 

P.  B,  Pease,  Wisconsin. 

D,  W.  C.  Olmstead,  Wyoming. 


Church  Exten- 
sion. 

CHURCH 

EXTENSION. 

A.  S.  Lakin, 

Alabama. 

W.  R.  Woodward, 

Baltimore. 

Barney  Whitney, 

Black  River. 

R.  G.  Davisson, 

California. 

II.  A.  Faber, 

Central  German. 

David  M'Williams, 

Central  Illinois. 

»     Eliphalet  Remington, 

,   Central  New  York. 

William  Lawrence, 

Central  Ohio. 

C.  W.  Ashcom, 

Central  Pennsylvania. 

J.  F.  Marlay, 

Cincinnati. 

B.  T.  Vincent, 

Colorado. 

Nathan  Young, 

Delaware. 

Joseph  Knotts, 

Des  Moines. 

John  Owen, 

Detroit. 

Robert  Hogoboom, 

East  Genesee. 

F.  K.  Kelle^r, 

East  German. 

Charles  Beale, 

East  Maine. 

G.  W.  Clarke, 

Erie. 

E.  E.  Chambers, 

Genesee. 

J.  C.  Kimball, 

Georgia. 

1 

L.  S.  Jacoby, 

Germany  and  Switzerland. 

N.  G.  Taylor, 

Holston. 

William  Thomas, 

Illinois. 

Henry  Mansell, 

India. 

W.  C.  De  Pauw, 

Indiana. 

E.  H.  Waring, 

Iowa. 

William  Fnirchild, 

Kansas. 

W.  H.  Black,      . 

Kentucky. 

M.  W.  Taylor, 

Lexington. 

C.  A.  Pitman, 

Liberia. 

Pierre  Landry, 

Louisiana 

Chandler  Beale, 

Maine. 

A.  J.  Eldred, 

Michigan. 

T.  M.  Gpssard, 

Minnesota. 

G.  W.  Wells, 

Mississippi. 
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J.  H.  Hopkins, 

T.  B.  Lemon, 

H.  J.  Blaisdell, 
.   James  Strong, 

L.  W.  Pond, 

N,  S,  Berry, 

C.  E.  Hill, 

J.  B.  Cornell, 

G.  W.  Woodruff, 

W.  G.  Matton, 

W.  R.  West, 

Henry  Ebbert, 

C.  H.  Schurineier, 

H.  S.  Lane, 
L.  J.  Critchfield, 
J.  F.  Devore, 
J.  B.  M'Cullough, 
William  Hunter, 
G.  F.  Gavitt, 
Miner  Raymond, 
J.  W.  Slavens, 
Henry  Cordozo, 
E.  K.  Hosford, 
William  Stokes, 
Adam  KlippeJ, 
T.  H.  Caldwell, 
W.  R.  Fayle, 
Andrew  Witherspoon, 
A.  J.  Kynett, 
H.  W.  Worthen, 
W.  N.  Berkley, 
J.  A.  Harris, 
J.  W.  Webb, 
J.  B.  Bach  man, 
Charles  Hill, 
R.  P.  Elmore, 
Ziba  Bennett, 


Missouri. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New  England. 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 

New  York  East. 

North  Carolina. 

North  Indiana. 

North  Ohio. 

North-west  German. 

North-west  Indiana. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Rock  River. 

Saint  Louis. 

South  Carolina. 

South-eastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois. 

South-west  German. 

Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Virginia. 

Washington. 

West  Virginia, 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wilmington. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 
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FREEDMEN. 
A.  S.  Lakin,  Alabama. 

Wm.  R.  Woodward.    Baltimore. 
L.  D.  White,  Black  River. 


Freednien. 
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Edward  Moore, 

California. 

Thibd  Dat. 

H.  A.  Faber, 

Central  German. 

Thomas  Logan, 

Central  Illinois. 

J.  T.  Peck, 

Central  New  York. 

T.  H.  Wilson, 

Central  Ohio. 

John  A.  Gere, 

Central  Pennsylvania. 

J.  M.  Walden, 

Cincinnati. 

John  Evans, 

Colorado. 

James  A.  Jones, 

Delaware. 

Henry  C.  Sigler, 

Des  Moines. 

H.  Fish, 

Detroit. 

G.  Hubbard, 

East  Genesee. 

F.  K.  Keller, 

East  German. 

L.  D.  Wardwell, 

East  Maine. 

0.  L.  Mead, 

Erie. 

Thomas  Carlton, 

Genesee. 

Wesley  Pretty  man. 

Georgia. 

L,  S.  Jacoby, 

Germany  and  Switzerland. 

J.  W.  Ramsey, 

Holston. 

Joseph  G.  English, 

Illinois. 

H.  Mansell, 

India. 

^  J.  J.  Hight, 

Indiana. 

Isaac  A.  Hammer, 

Iowa. 

J.  J.  Wright, 

Kansas. 

W.  H.  Black, 

Kentucky. 

Willis  L.  Muir, 

Lexington. 

Charles  A.  Pitman, 

Liberia. 

Pierre  Landry, 

Louisiana. 

Chandler  Beale, 

Maine. 

C.  R.  Brown, 

Michigan. 

Abner  Lewis, 

Minnesota. 

Mack  Hill, 

Mississippi. 

Samuel  W.  Garrett, 

Missouri. 

W^illiam  A,  Burr, 

Nebraska. 

H.  J.  Blaisdell, 

Nevada, 

L  W.  Wiley, 

Newark. 

Lorenzo  R.  Thayer, 

New  England. 

' 

N.  S.  Berry, 

New  Hampshire. 

S.  A.  Dobbins, 

New  Jersev. 

Joseph  B.  Wakeley, 

New  York! 

Albert  S.  Hunt, 

New  York  East. 

A.  W.  Tourgee, 

North  Carolina. 
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Joseph  A.  Funk, 
W.  C.  Peirce, 

C.  H.  Schurmeier, 
Nelson  M.  Brakeman, 
William  Porter, 
John  F.  Devore, 
Chark'S  J.  Albright, 
William  Hunter, 
Wm.  A.  Wardwell, 
Grant  Goodrich, 

B.  R.  Bonner, 
Henry  Cordozo, 
E.  K.'  Hosford, 
Ethelbert  Callahan, 

D.  C.  Smith, 
David  Rutledge, 
Erastus  Carter, 
Elisha  Watson, 
Dennis  N.  Cooley, 
R.  J.  Saxe, 
William  N".  Berkley, 
R.  H.  Robinson, 
Gideon  Martin, 
John  E.  Stillman, 
John  B.  Qui gg, 

H.  A.  Jones, 
Thomas  Harroun, 


North  Indiana, 

North  Ohio. 

North-west  German. 

North-west  Indiana. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 

Philadelpliia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Rock  River. 

Saint  Louis. 

South  Carolina. 

South-eastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois. 

South-west  German. 

Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Virginia. 

Washington. 

West  Virginia. 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wilmington. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 


]May  3. 

TiiiED  Day. 


STATE   OF  THE   CHURCH. 


State     of    the 
Church. 


A.  S.  Lakin, 
John  Lanahan, 
L.  L.  Palmer, 
R.  J.  Davisson, 
Wm.  Nast, 
J.  S.  Cumming, 
D.  D.  Lore, 


Alabama. 
Baltimore. 
Black  River. 
California. 
Central  German. 
Central  Illinois. 
Central  New  Yoi-k. 


George  G.  Hackedorn,  Central  Ohio. 


Thompson  Mitchell, 
R.  S.  Rust, 
B.  T.  Vincent, 
Nathan  Young, 
Wm.  H.  H.  Beadle, 


Central  Pennsylvania. 

Cincinnati. 

Colorado. 

Delaware. 

Des  Moines. 
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T.  G.  Potter, 

Detroit. 

'f  HiBD  Day, 

J.  E.  Latimer, 

East  Genesee. 

C.  F.  Grimm, 

East  German. 

Ammi  Prince, 

East  Maine. 

G.  W.  Clark, 

Erie. 

A.  D.  Wilbor, 

Genesee. 

J.  D.  Thompson, 

Georgia. 

L.  S.  Jacob V, 

GeiTuany  and  Switzerland. 

J.  W.  Ramsey, 

Holston. 

W.  S.  Prentice, 

Illinois. 

H.  Man  sell, 

India, 

Cyrus  Nutt, 

Indiana. 

James  Harlan, 

Iowa. 

• 

Geo.  S.  Dearborn, 

Kansas. 

D.  Stevenson, 

Kentucky. 

W.  L.  Muir, 

Lexington. 

Chas.  A.  Pitman, 

Liberia. 

L.  C.  Matlack, 

Louisiana. 

S.  F.  Wetherbee, 

Maine. 

I.  Coojcjshall, 

Michigan. 

J.  Nicols, 

Minnesota. 

Mack  Hill, 

Mississippi. 

Nathan  Shumate, 

Missouri, 

E.  H.  Rockers, 

Nebraska. 

T.  H.  M'Grath, 

Nevada. 

J.  K.  Burr, 

Newark, 

E.  A,  Manning, 

New  England, 

C.  M.  Dinsmore, 

New  Hampshire. 

I.  D.  King, 

New  Jersey, 

Joseph  B.  Wakeley, 

NcAV  York, 

Daniel  Curry, 

New  York  East. 

W.  D.  Matton, 

North  Carolina. 

N.  H.  Phillips, 

North  Indiana. 

J,  A.  Mudge, 

North  Ohio. 

J.  J.  Keller, 

North-west  German. 

J.  C.  Reed, 

North-west  Indiana. 

S.  M.  Merrill, 

Ohio. 

* 

George  Abernethy, 

Oregon. 

Thomas  C.  Tasker, 

Philadelphia. 

C.  J.  Albright, 

Pittsburgh. 

Frederick  Upham, 

Providence. 

C.  H.  Fowler, 

Rock  River. 
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B.  P.  Crary, 

Saint  Louis. 

ly^ayS. 

J.  B.  Middleton, 

South  Carolina. 

Thibd  Da.t. 

J.  C.  M'Intosh, 

South-eastern  Indiana. 

G.  W.  Hughey, 

Southern  Illinois. 

Philip  Kuhl, 

South-west  German. 

Robert  Quinn, 

Tennessee. 

{ 

Erastus  Carter, 

Texas. 

Andrew  Witherspoon,  Troy. 

Wm.  Brush, 

Upper  Iowa. 

L  M'Ann, 

Vermont. 

E.  P.  Phelps, 

Virginia. 

Aaron  Shoveler, 

Washington. 

C.  D.  Hubbard, 

West  Virginia. 

J.  H.  Rountree, 

West  Wisconsin. 

Wesley  Kenney, 

Wilmington. 

H.  Bannister, 

Wisconsin. 

D.  C.  Olmstead, 

Wyoming. 

While  the  nomination  of  the  foregoing  Committees 
was  progressing,  a  motion  to  extend  the  time  of  the 
session  prevailed. 

Jesse  T.  Peck  moved  that  the  several  standinsr  Com-  Committees  to 

.  °  meet   for  or- 

mittees  meet  at  the  places  assigned  them  by  the  Com-      ganization. 
mittee  of  Arrangements,  at  three  o'clock  this  after- 
noon, for  the  purpose  of  organization. 

C.  A.  Holmes  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  this  Con- 
ference shall  meet  this  afternoon  at  three  o'clock,  in 
the  Washington-street  Church,  under  the  presidency 
of  a  Bishop,  for  the  organization  of  the  Committees. 

K.  P.  Jervis  moved  that  the  substitute  be  laid  on  the 
table,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

It  was  then  moved  to  amend  by  substituting  the 
words  "  the  members  of  this  Conference  shall  meet," 
etc.,  instead  of  the  words  *'  this  Conference  shall 
meet,"  etc.,  and  also  by  striking  out  the  words, 
"  under  the  presidency  of  a  Bishop."  A  motion  was 
made  to  lay  these  amendments  on  the  table,  but  the 
motion  was  lost,  and  the  amendments  were  adopted. 

J.  M.   Reid  moved  that  one  of  the  Bishops  be  re-  A    Bishop   to 
quested  to  preside  this  afternoon.  ganhi^'Th* 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  after  which  Reuben      C'»°^'""t««'- 
Nelson  moved,  as  a  substitute  for  the  motion  of  J.  M. 
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Reid,  that  Alfred  Branson  be  requested  to  preside. 
This  motion  was-  lost,  and  the  original  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

Jesse  T.  Peck  moved  that  each  standing  Committee 
be  directed  to  appoint  an  engrossing  clerk,  to  prepare 
copies  of  reports,  etc. 

Pending  this  motion,  Conference  adjourned. 

The  doxology  was  sung,  and  James  S.  Smart  pro- 
nounced tlie  benediction. 


May 4.  SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  4. 

Fourth  Day.        Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Simpson  in 
the  chair. 

The   usual   religious   services   were   conducted    by 
Thomas  T.  Tasker,  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  session  was  read  and 
approved. 
Committees  or-  On  motion,  the  order  of  business  Avas  suspended, 
and  the  result  of  the  action  yesterday  afternoon  in  the 
organization  of  committees  was  reported  as  follows, 
namely : 

Chairman.  Secretary. 

Episcopacy J.  M.  Trimble,  Albert  S.  Hunt. 

Itinerancy Jesse  T.  Peck,  Robert  AUyn. 

Boundaries L.  C.  Matlack,  George  B.  Jccelyn. 

Book  Concern.. . .  B.  R.  Bonner,  Arthur  Edwards. 

Missions Gilbert  Haven.  B.  I.  Ives. 

Education Thomas  Bowman,  "William  Wells. 

Revisals E.  0.  Haven,  F.  S.  Hoyt. 

Invitation  tothe  A  Communication  frorn  the  Secretaries  of  the  Amer- 
of  tiie'^BiWe  icau  Bible  Society  was  received,  inviting  the  General 
Society.  Conference  to  attend  the  anniversary  of  the  Society, 

occurring  during  the  present  month. 

Thomas  M.  Eddy  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the 
General  Conference  be  tendered  to  the  Secretaries  for 
their  cordinl  invitation,  but  that  this  body,  on  account 
.  of  pressing  duties,  cannot  accept  it ;  but,  instead  there- 
of, will  send  a  deputation  to  be  present  at  the  anni- 
versary services. 
Invitation    re-       Qn  motiou  of  Luke  Hitchcock,  the  whole  subject 

ferred     to    a  .  »    „  .j 

special  Com-  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  oi  nve  to  consider 

mittee.  '■ 

and  report. 
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On  motion  of  J.   M.  Walden,  the   Committee  on      M:ay4. 
Rules  of  Order  had  leave  of  absence. 

On  motion  of  Cyrus  Nutt,  the  following  resolution 

was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Conference  appoint  the  following  Special  Com-    Special     Com- 
mittees, consisting  of  seven  members  each,  to  wit:  on  Temperance,       ^r'^^*     V' 
Pastoral  Address,  Expenses  of  Delegates,  American  Bible  Society, 
and  Metropolitan  Church. 

Resin  Sapp  moved  the  appointment  of  a  special  Committee  on 
Committee  of  thirteen  on  the  subject  of  the  Insurance  Church  Prop- 
of  Church  Property. 

James  Strong  moved  that  the  whole  subject  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Church  E.xtension. 

F.  A.  Hester  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the 
table,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

On  motion  of  L.  C.  Queal,  the  motion  referring  the 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  the  original  motion  prevailed. 

Henderson    Ritchie   moved   the   appointment   of  a  Committee   on 

^  ^  .  Scandmavian 

special  Committee  of  seven  on  the  Scandinavian  Work,     work  ordered. 

Otis  Gibson  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Scandinavian  Avork  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions,  but  the  substitute  was  lost,  and 
the  original  motion  prevailed. 

A.  C.  George  offered  a  resolution,  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  of  ten  ministers  and  fif- 
teen laymen,  to  report  a  plan  for  paying  the  expenses 
of  General  Conference,  and  for  other  purposes. 

G.  W.  Hughey  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  fifteen,"  and  inserting  the  word 
"ten  "  instead  thereof;  but  this  amendment,  on  motion 
of  R.  S.  Foster,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Jacob  Rothweiler,  the  resolution  was   Committee   on 

,       .         .  ,  r-        „   n  ■  supportofthe 

amended  by  substitutmg  "  twenty-five     for  "  ten  mm-     Bishops,  etc., 

,     ,, ,.  1  ,1  n    1  .1  .  1  ordered. 

isters  and  fifteen  laymen,'  and  by  strikmg  out  the 
word  "  sacredly  "  before  the  word  "  consecrated  ;"  and 
it  was  then  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  a  special  Committee  of  twenty-five  be  appointed 
by  the  Chair  to  devise,  if  practicable,  and  report  to  this  body,  some 
plan  for  providing  for  the  expenses  of  the  General  Conference,  the 
expenses  of  delegates  sent  by  the  General  Conference  to  other  re- 
ligious bodies,  the  support  of  the  Bishops,  and  other  general  ex- 
penses of  the  Church,  without  intrenching  upon  funds  consecrated 
to  other  purposes. 
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M:ay4.  William  H.  Hunter  offered  the  following  preamble 

FoDRTH  DAT.    ^^^  resolution  relating  to  the  Book  Concern  in  New 

W.  H.  Hunter's    ^^      ,  , 

preamble  and   York,  namely : 

resolution   In 

relation  to  the         Whereas,  It  is  known  to  this  General  Conference  that  a  long  and 
Book      Con-    pajfjfyi  controversy  has  existed  in  the  Book  Concern  at  New  York 
in  regard  to  its  financial  management ;  and, 

Whereas,  It  is  time  that  this  question  be  so  settled  as  to  secure 
the  stability  and  the  great  usefulness  of  the  Concern  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  its  legitimate  work;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  believed  that  important  questions  relating  to  the 
management  of  the  Book  Concern  and  its  publisliing  interests  will 
be  brought  before  the  regular  Book  Committee,  demanding  all  their 
time  in  devising  ways  and  means  for  the  greater  efficiency  of  our 
publishing  interests;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  a  special  Committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of 
one  minister  and  one  layman  from  each  Book  Committee  District, 
to  whom  all  papers  and  charges  relating  to  the  question  of  fraud 
and  mismanagement  in  the  Book  Concern  be  referred,  and  that  this 
Committee  report  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 

Paper  laid  on  On  motlon  of  John  J.  Hight,  this  paper  was  laid  on 
the  table.  Whereupon  John  Lanahan  moved  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Motion  to  re-       After  some  discussion,  on  motion  of  L.  C,  Queal,  the 

consider      in-  ' 

definiteiypost-  motion  to  rcconsidcr  was  indefinitely  postponed  on  a 

count  vote  of  199  to  156. 
Report  of  the       R.  g.  Fostcr  movcd  that  the  report  of  the  Book 

mittee  caUed  Committee  be  now  called  for. 
siicer's  snbsti-  Henry  Slicer  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  the  Book 
thftabie^  "^  Committee  be  directed  to  furnish  all  the  documents  in 
reference  to  the  Book  Concern  difficulties  ;  but,  on 
motion  of  Daniel  Stevenson,  the  substitute  was  laid 
on  the  table  by  a  count  vote  of  248,  which  number 
being  a  majority  of  the  General  Conference,  the  nega- 
tive vote  was  not  called. 

R.  S.  Foster  then  withdrew  his  motion,  calling  for 
the  report  of  the  Book  Committee. 

On  motion  of  J.  M.  Walden,  the  Committee  on  Sun- 
day-Schools and  Tracts  had  leave  of  absence   from 
Conference  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  Com- 
mittee. 
Manual  of  Con-       On  motion  of  G.  W.  Woodruff,  the  following  reso- 

ference       or-  _  '  '-' 

dered.  lution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  prepare  and  cause 
to  be  printed  a  Manual,  containing  the  rules  of  order,  the  roll  of 
delegates,  the  list  of  standing  Committees,  with  the  times  and 
places  of  their  meeting,  and  such  other  information  as  he  shall 
deem  necessary  for  the  use  and  convenience  of  the  Conference. 
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IVtay   I. 

Fourth  Day. 

Monument  to 
Bishop  Kings- 
ley. 


On  motion  of  G.  W.  Woodruff,  a  special  Committee 
of  five  was  ordered,  to  consider  and  report  in  relation 
to  the  erection  of  a  monument  over  the  grave  of 
Bishop  Kingsley,  at  Beirut,  in  Syria. 

On  motion  of  A.  J.  Kyriett,  the  paper  presented  by 
the  Bishops  concerning  the  manner  of  determining 
all  matters  relating  to  the  Boundaries  of  Annual 
Conferences  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

John  F,  Devore  moved  the  appointment  of  a  special 
Committee  of  fifteen  on  the  subject  of  District  Con- 
ferences. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  the  subject  of  District 
Conferences  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
erancy. 

On  motion  of  Reuben  Nelson,  a  Committee  of  seven  Committee   on 

_     '  ,     ,  ,  Fraternal  Cor- 

on  fraternal  correspondence  with  other  religious  bodies     respondence. 
was  ordered. 


Bishops'  paper 
referred  to  the 
Committee  on 
Boundaries. 


District  Confer- 
ences. 


On  motion,  the  regular  order  of  business  was  re-  Regular  order. 
sumed,  and  the  roll  of  Conferences  was  called  for  the 
presentation  of  Petitions,  Memorials,  and  Appeals,  and 
they  were  presented  and  referred  as  follows,  namely : 

BALTIMORE.  Baltimobk. 

Lyttleton  F.  Morgan  presented  a  protest  from  Win-  Boundaries. 
Chester  Station,  signed  by  Samuel  R.  Atwell  and  one 
hundred  and  ten  others,  against  the  transfer  of  that 
circuit  to  the  Virginia  Conference  ;  also  the  protest  of 
official  members  of  Martinsburgh  Station  and  others, 
against  a  change  of  boundaries,  and  they  were  both 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Thomas  M.  Eddy  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Metropolitan 
Board   of   Trustees   of  the   Metropolitan   Cluirch   in 
Washington  City,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  special 
Committee  on  the  Metropolitan  Church. 


CALIFORNIA.  California. 

Otis  Gibsim  presented  the  action  of  the  Preachers'  Constitution  of 

'  the    Mission- 


meeting  of  San  Francisco,  in  reference  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Missionary  Society,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Missions. 


ary  Socie^. 
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Fourth  Dat. 
Cesteal  New 

TORK. 

Rules  for  An- 
nual Confer- 
ences. 

Boundaries. 


CENTRAL   NEW    YORK. 

Frank  F.  Jewell  presented  the  action  of  the  Confer- 
ence relating  to  Rules  for  Annual  Conferences,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  He  also 
presented  the  action  of  the  Conference  on  Bounda- 
ries, and  a  petition  on  the  same  subject  from  the  first 
Church  in  Oswego,  signed  by  E,  T.  Thornton  and  one 
hundred  and  two  others,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 


Centbal  Ohio. 


Election  of  Pre- 
siding Elders. 


CENTRAL   OHIO. 
William  Lawrence  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Shannon  and  eleven  others  for  tlie  election  of  Presid- 
ing Elders  by  ballot  in  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 


CcfCINNATI. 

Boundaries. 


COLOEABO. 

Boundaries. 


Election  of  Pre- 
siding Elders. 


CINCINNATI. 

Ichabod  Cor  win  presented  a  petition  from  East  Lib- 
erty Circuit,  asking  that  it  remain  in  the  Cincinnati 
Conference  ;  also  a  petition,  signed  by  W.  Rector  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  others,  relating  to  bounda- 
ries between  the  Cincinnati  and  Central  Ohio  Confei'- 
ences,  and  they  Avere  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundawes. 

COLORADO. 

B.  T.  Vincent  presented  a  petition  on  boundaries, 
signed  by  Thomas  Harwood  and  two  others,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension  was 
granted  leave  of  absence,  for  the  purpose  of  organiza- 
tion. 

DETROIT. 

James  S.  Smart  presented  the  petition  of  himself  and 
five  others  concerning  the  election  of  Presiding  Elders, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 


Colored   people 
ask    6epar.ite 


GEORGIA. 


E.  Q.  Fuller  presented  a  memorial,  from  a  conven- 
tion of  colored  people  of  Georgia,  asking  for  a  sepa- 
rate Conference  organization,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
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E.  H.  Waring  presented  a  petition  from  the  Mount 
Pleasant  District  Association  relating  to  Boundaries, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


]May  4. 
FouKTH  Day. 
Iowa. 
Boundaries. 


LOUISIANA.  ■  -i-oxnsiANA. 

L.  C.  Matlack  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Ger-   Boundaries. 
man  Churches  in   the   Louisiana  Conference    on  the 
Bubject  of  a  German  Conference,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

NORTH    INDIANA.  Noeth      Indi- 

ana. 

William  H.  Goode  presented  a  memorial  on  Bound-  Boundaries. 
ai'ies,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries. 

OHIO.  Ohio. 

Joseph  M.  Trimble  presented  the  action  of  the  Ohio   Book  Business. 
Conference  in  relation  to  our  book  business,  and  also 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against  cia™    ^^f^^ 
the  widow  of  H.  Z.  Ross,  and  it  was  referred  to  the      z.  Boss. 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

UPPER   IOWA.  Uppeb  Iowa. 

John  Bowman  presented  the  petition  of  J.  C.  Ayres  Church   Mem- 
relating  to  the  tenure  of  Church  membership,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

WASHINGTON.  Washingtoh. 

Robert  H.   Robinson   presented   the  memorial  of   Boundaries. 
himself  and  two  others  in  reference  to  continuing  the 
Conference  as  a  separate  organization,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Benjamin  Brown  presented  a  petition,  signed   by 
himself  and  three  others,  asking  the  General  Confer-  ^''^^^^    ^^^^' 
ence  to  elect  one  or  more  colored  men  to  the  Epis- 
copacy. 

The  call  of  the  roll  of  Conferences  was  repeated  for  Besoiutionsand 

i  MiscellaneouB 

the  presentation  of  Resolutions  and  Miscellaneous  Bus-      Business. 
iness,  and  the  following  were  presented  and  disposed 
of  as  indicated  : 
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Cautobnia. 

Gibson  Weekly 
8. 8.  Paper. 


Mission  in  Can- 
ton. 


CentealPejtn- 

9TT,VAN1A. 

M'Murrav  Elec- 
tion of  Pre- 
siding Elders. 


CALIFORNIA. 

On  motion  of  Otis  Gibson,  the  following  resolution 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and 

Tracts : 

Refohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts  be 
requested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  issuing  a  "Weekly  Sun- 
day-School Advocate,  instead  of  bi-monthly  as  now. 

He  also  presented  the  following,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Mission  in  the  province  of 
Canton,  China. 

CENTRAL   PENNSYLVANIA. 

J.  S.  M'Murrav  presented  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  and  they  were  referred  to  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy,  namely : 

Whereas,  The  discussion  had  on  the  Presiding  Eldership,  both  in 
our  Church  papers  and  in  certain  Annual  Conferences,  indicates  a 
demand  for  some  modification  of  the  office  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  and  are  hereby 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  providing,  that  when 
a  neiv  Presiding  Elder  is  to  be  appointed  the  Presiding  Bishopa 
shall  have  the  right  to  nominate  and  the  Conference  to  elect. 

Resolved.  2.  That  they  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  limit  of  a  Presiding  Elders  term  of  service  on  a  district  from 
four  to  six  years,  so  as  to  duplicate  that  of  the  pastorate. 

Resolved.  3.  That  they  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  recommend- 
ing the  enlargement  of  districts  so  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  Pre- 
siding Elders,  and  lessen  the  expense  for  their  support. 


6S0B6IA. 

FnUer. 


GEORGIA. 


E.  Q.  Fuller  presented  the  following  papers  from 
the  Georgia  Conference,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  namely  : 


Colored  C5onfer-       Rev.  J.  "W.  Yarborough  read  from  the  Journal  of  the  Conference, 
ences.  session  of  1869,  as  follows : 

"Georgia  Conference  Room, 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

October  18,  1869. 

"  To  the  Bishop  and  Members  of  the  Georgia  Annual  Conference  of 

the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  : 

"  Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  "While  we  feel  grateful  to  you 
as  a  body  for  the  interest  you  have  manifested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
■work  of  our  Church  among  the  people  of  color  in  the  South,  we 
would  most  respectfully  ask  that  districts  be  manned  by  colored 
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ministers,  and  that  as  soon  as  may  be  proper  in  your  judgment,  we      May  4- 

be  organized  into  a  separate  Conference.  Focbth  Dati. 

Robert  T.  Kent,  Adam  Palmeb, 

Hexrt  Elder,  M.  Wilkerson, 

Joseph  Laxe,  George  Anslet, 

William  Fincher,  J.  C.  Crdse, 
Edward  Lacey." 

After  reading  the  above  he  offered  the  following  resolution : 

^^  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  instruct  their  delegates  to  the 
ensuing  General  Conference  to  move  that  body  to  authorize  the 
setting  off  of  a  colored  Annual  Conference  in  Georgia,  and  that  in 
case  that  is  done,  we,  the  members  of  this  Conference,  white  and 
colored,  discuss  the  question  through  the  year,  and  come  to  our 
next  Annual  Conference  prepared  to  take  action. 

"J.  W.  Yarborough, 
R.  H.  Waters." 

The  question,  after  discussion,  was  adopted. 

He  also  presented  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions, with  accompanying  memorial,  from  a  conven- 
tion of  ministers  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Georgia,  asking  the  organization  of  a 
Conference  of  colored  members  in  that  State,  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

Whereas,  Pursuant  to  a  call  issued  through  the  columns  of  "  The 
Methodist  Advocate,"  we  have  met  to  take  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  memorializing  the  ensuing  General  Conference  for  a 
separate  Conference  of  colored  members  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  for  other  purposes;  and 

W/ierecui,  We  have  fully  considered  tliese  measures,  and  believe 
that  they  would  greatly  tend  to  promote  the  interests  of  our  people 
and  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Georgia ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  hereby  reafiBrm  our  devotion  to  the  "old 
mother  Church "  and  all  her  interests,  and  pledge  ourselves  indi- 
vidually and  collectively  under  all  circumstances  to  stand  by  her. 

Resolved,  2.  That  while  our  relations  witli  our  white  brethren  of 
the  Georgia  Conference  have  been  of  the  most  pleasant  character, 
we  believe  the  interests  of  the  whole  work,  as  well  as  the  interests 
of  the  colored  people,  demand  that  we  should  assume  a  more  ad- 
vanced position  in  tlie  Church. 

Resolved,  3.  That  we  will  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  feel  especially 
grateful  to  them  for  their  interest  in  our  welfare,  and  will  always 
remember  them  at  the  throne  of  grace. 

Resolved,  4.  That  we  recognize  the  propriety  of  electing  a  colored 
man  to  the  episcopal  office  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, a  worthy  and  suitable  man  can  be  found,  and  to  this  end 
we  will  direct  our  prayers. 

Resolved,  5.  That  "  The  Methodist  Advocate  "  has  shown  itself  a 
firm  friend  of  Christianity,  and  an  unflinching  defender  of  human 
rights,  and  we  heartily  indorse  its  sentiments  touching  the  great 
questions  affecting  our  interests,  and  pledge  ourselves  to  give  the 
paper  a  more  earnest  and  active  support. 

Resolved,  6.  That  the  officers  of  this  Convention  be  and  are  here- 
by authorized  to  present  the  wisiies  of  our  people  for  a  separate 
Conference,  with  our  reasons  therefor,  to  our  delegates  to  the  G«n- 
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era!  Conference,  that  they  may  be  laid  before  that  body,  and  our 
delegates  be  requested  respectfully  to  give  them  their  support. 

Memorial  to  the   General  Conference  to  be  held  at  Brooklyn,  JV.  T., 

May  1,  1872. 
Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren*:  "We,  ministers  and  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the  Georgia  Conference,  in 
convention  met  to  consider  the  petition  of  said  Conference  praying 
3'our  venerable  body  to  authorize  the  setting  off  of  a  Conference  of 
colored  members  iu  the  State,  of  Georgia,  beg  to  offer  the  following 
reasons  why  your  body  should  grant  the  aforesaid  request, 
namel)' : 

1.  It  will  enable  us  to  demonstrate  our  capacity  for  self-govern- 
ment by  imposing  on  us  the  responsibilities  of  self-government. 

2.  It  will  secure  greater  efficiencj-  in  tlie  prosecution  of  the  work 
in  this  State  among'both  white  and  colored. 

3.  It  will  relieve  us  from  the  ta>mts  and  sneers  of  designing  men, 
and  secure  the  communion  and  friendship  of  many  who  would  not 
otherwise  unite  with  us. 

4.  By  our  present  status  as  a  mixed  Conference  Ave  are  compelled 
to  meet  j-ear  after  year  in  Atlanta  at  great  expense  to  those  charges 
in  remote  portions  of  the  State,  as  well  as  the  Churches  in  Atlanta, 
whereas,  by  a  separate  organization,  a  colored  Conference  could  be 
supported  at  Augusta,  Savannah,  Griffin,  Newman,  Atlanta,  La- 
Grange,  Brunswick,  and  Blackshear,  and  a  white  Conference  at 
other  points,  thus  equalizing  the  burden  of  their  support,  as  well  as 
strengthening  our  work  at  these  points  by  the  prestige  and  influ- 
ence of  a  Conference  meeting,  and  secure  to  us  the  itinerancy  of 
our  Conference  as  well  as  of  our  preachers. 

5.  It  will  enable  our  wliite  brethren  to  more  vigorously  prosecute 
the  work  among  tlieir  own  race. 

6.  It  will  secure  to  us  the  services  of  our  more  experienced  col- 
ored brethren  from  other  Conferences,  by  which  we  wih  be  able  to 
more  fully  meet  the  wants  of  our  own  people. 

7.  It  will  relieve  the  Church  of  even  a  suspicion  of  a  spirit  of 
caste,  and  make  us  feel  as  men,  and  the  peers  of  our  white 
bretliren. 

8.  It  will  be  no  innovation  upon  any  principle  of  Christianity  or 
of  our  beloved  Church,  but  simply  a  reiteration  of  the  principle 
evinced  in  the  organization  of  the  four  German  Conferences,  and 
the  Washington,  Delaware,  and  Lexington  Conferences. 

9.  It  will  secure  equal,  if  not  greater,  results  at  less  cost  to  our 
Missionary  fund. 

For  these  reasons,  dear  brethren,  we  pray  your  venerable  body 
to  grant  the  request  of  the  Georgia  Conference  as  contained  in  the 
aforementioned  petition,  and  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  etc. 
Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  said  Convention, 
Robert  T.  Kent,  President. 
David  M'Lendon,  First  Vice-President. 
Edward  Lact,  Second  Vice-President. 
C.  0.  Fisher,  Secretary. 

GERMANY   AND   SWITZERLAND. 

L.  S.  Jacoby  presented  the  following  vesolution  of 
this  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Church  Extension,  namely: 

Resolved,  That  we  request  you  to  gr.ant  us  an  interest  in  the 
Church  Extension  Fund,  we,  of  course,  willingly  pledging  ourselves 
to  discharge  the  obligations  thereby  devolving  on  us. 
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INDIANA. 

John  J.  Hight  presented  the  following  resolutions, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revis- 
als,  namely : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  tlie  Discipline  that  persons 
can  be  licensed  to  exhort  only  by  a  Quarterly  Conference,  and  after 
an  examination  in  doctrines  and  discipline,  and  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Presiding  Elder. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  IV, 
chap,  i,  sec.  2,  page  150,  by  striking  out  the  words,  "the  Holy 
Catholic  Church,"  and  inserting  the  language  of  the  foot-note, 
"  the  one  universal  Church  of  Christ." 

Resolved,  3.  That  tiie  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline  as  to  dis- 
pense with  the  examination  in  doctrines  and  discipline  of  persons 
who  are  licensed  to  preach,  or  recommended  to  an  Annual  Conference 
for  admission  or  orders,  and,  in  lieu  of  such  examination,  let  none 
be  licensed  by  a  Quarterly  Conference  to  preach  except  tliose  who 
have  stood  a  good  examination  made  by  the  Presiding  Eider,  or  a 
committee  of  preachers  by  him  appointed,  on  a  course  of  study 
which  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Bishops  to  prescribe. 

He  also  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  namely: 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  tiie  Discipline,  Part  VI, 
chap,  ii,  sec.  1,  page  273,  by  striking  out  tlie  following: 

"  1.  The  more  etiectually  to  raise  the  amount  necessary  to  meet 
the  above-mentioned  allowances  of  the  effective  ministers  and 
preachers,  let  there  be  made  weekly  class  collections  in  all  our  so- 
cieties where  it  is  practicable;  and  in  such  circuits  and  stations 
where  the  stewards  approve,  large  classes  may  be  divided  into  two 
or  three  financial  classes,  to  consist  of  not  more  tlian  twelve  mem- 
bers and  a  collector  appointed  by  the  preacher,  (by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  tlie  stewards,)  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  col- 
lect weekly,  monthly,  or  quarterly,  as  the  case  may  be  determined, 
from  each  member  of  the  class,  what  tliey  agree  to  pay,  and  tlie 
money  when  collected  shall  be  paid  regularly  to  the  class-leader,  to 
be  brought  up  by  him  to  tlie  leaders'  meeting  or  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence, as  the  case  may  be" — and  inserting: 

"  1.  The  more  effectually  to  raise  the  amount  necessary  to  meet 
the  above  mentioned  allowances  of  the  effective  preachers,  let  the 
stewards  set  down  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  what  they  think 
each  member  of  the  congregation  ought  to  pay ;  give  notice  per- 
sonally to  each  of  this  estimate,  and  after  trying  to  persuade  those 
who  are  not  sufficiently  liberal  to  more  enlarged  beneficence, 
amend  the  estimates  according  to  the  desires  of  those  who  are  to 
contribute,  and  those  sums  shall  be  the  official  assessments,  which 
when  due  shall  be  considered  debts ;  and  when  it  is  practicable  let 
the  attendants  upon  our  churches  be  invited  to  contribute  suras 
they  are  willing  to  give  inclosed  in  envelopes  inscribed  with  thoir 
names  or  numbers.  Let  those  assessed  be  divided  into  convenient 
classes  from  which  the  stewards,  or  persons  appointed  upon  their 
advice  by  the  preacher,  shall  collect  of  the  dehnquents,  or  of  the 
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entire  class  where  the  envelope  plan  is  not  used,  weekly,  montlily, 
or  quarterly,  as  may  be  determined,  wliat  they  agree  to  pay,  and 
the  money  when  collected  shall  be  inclosed  in  envelopes  inscribed 
with  the  names  or  members  of  the  contributors,  and  placed  in  the 
baskets  at  church,  or  paid  to  the  class-leader  or  other  person  desig- 
nated by  the  stewards,  to  be  brought  up  to  the  leaders'  meeting  or 
Quarterly  Conference,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  Recording  Stew- 
ards shall  keep  an  individual  account  of  all  these  assessments  and 
contributions,  together  v/ilh  the  receipts  from  whatever  source  for 
the  support  of  the  effective  ministers,  and  pay  over  the  same  under 
the  direction  of  the  stewards  to  the  preachers  authorized  to  receive 
them." 

W.  M'K.  Hester  presented  the  folio wiug  resolutions, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Epis- 
copacy, namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  be  requested  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  the  following  regulations  in 
regard  to  the  Episcopacy  in  our  Church : 

1.  That  the  whole  number  of  Annual  Conferences  in  the  Church 
be  divided  into  districts  equal  in  number  to  that  of  the  Bishops. 

2.  That  one  Bishop  be  required  to  have  his  residence  in  the 
bounds  of  each  district. 

3.  That  the  salary  of  each  Bishop  be  drawn,  one  half  from  the 
district  in  which  he  resides,  the  other  half  and  his  travehng  ex- 
penses from  the  Book  Concern. 

4.  That  the  allowance  of  each  Bishop  be  made  by  a  Board  of 
Stewards,  composed  of  an  equal  number  of  ministers  and  laymen, 
appointed  by  the  Annual  Conferences. 

5.  That  these  changes  shall  not  interfere  with  the  general  work 
of  superintending  or  presiding  in  the  Annual  Conferences  as  at 
nresent. 


W.  F.Cowles  on 
the  Presiding 
Elders. 


Committee  on 
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W.  F.  Cowles  presented  the  following  resolution, 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 

namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences to  determine  the  number  of  Presiding  Elders  that  shall  be 
appointed  in  their  respective  Conferences. 

The  Committee  on  Church  E.xtension  reported  its 
organization  by  the  election  of  W.  C.  De  Pauw  as 
Chairman,  and  George  W.  Woodruif,  Secretary, 

The  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts  re- 
ported its  organization  by  the  election  of  William 
M'Allister,  Chairman,  and  Henry  C.  Sigler,  Secretary. 


Kentucky.  KENTUCKY. 

Daniel  Stevenson  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
ch,  namely  : 


D.Stevenson  on 
Fraternal  lie- 
lations  with 
the      Church       ,       ^,, 

South.  the  Ch 
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Resolved.,  That  the  Bishops  are  hereby  requested  to  appoint  three       IMay  -J-. 
of  the  members  of  this  Cooference  to  visit,  and  bear  our  fraternal     Foubth  Dat. 
greetings  to,  tlie  General  Conference  of  the  Metiiodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  that  wiU  meet  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  in  1874. 


LEXINGTON. 
Marshall  W.  Taylor  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries, namely : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  placing  the  colored  work  in  Ohio  and 
Indiana  in  the  Lexington  Conference. 


Lbxingtos. 

M.W.  Taylor  on 
Colored  Work 
in  Ohio  and 
Indiana. 


LOUISIANA. 
L,  C.  Matlack  presented  the  following  resolt 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy, 
namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Episcopacy,  as  follows,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Episcopacy : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  present  system  for  the  election  of  Bishops, 
without  limitation  as  to  time  of  service,  should  be  retained  by  the 
Church." — Journal,  p.  125. 

Also  the  following,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com-  Course  of 

^  ,  study. 

mittee  on  Itmerancy,  namely: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  action  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
on  a  Special  Course  of  Study  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Itinerancy : 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con- 
ference, it  is  necessary  to  the  interests  of  the  Southern  work  that  a 
special  course  of  study  be  prepared  for  the  preachers  of  the  South, 
whose  limited  opportunities  for  education  make  it  impossible  for 
them  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  course  of  study  as  now  arranged." 
— Journal,  p.  102. 

Also  the  following,  which  was  referred  to  tlie  Com-  Book  Deposito- 
mittee  on  the  Book  Concern,  namely :  leans. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  Louisiana  Confer- 
ence as  refers  to  a  Book  Depository  in  New  Orleans,  as  follows,  be 
referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Book  Concern: 

^'■Whereas,  The  Louisiana  Conference  is  central  to  a  great  portion 
of  our  work  in  llie  South,  including  the  great  States  of  Texas,  Mis- 
sissippi, Arkansas,  Alabama,  and  a  large  portion  of  Tennessee; 
and, 

"  Whereas,  The  city  of  New  Orleans  is  the  great  city  of  the  South- 
west, and  is  the  great  commercial  center  to  which  our  people  nat- 
urally look  for  their  supply  of  boolis  and  reading  matter,  and  also 
for  the  current  news  of  the  day,  and  their  religious  or  Church  peri- 
odicals; and, 

"  Whereas,  It  is  unnatural  and  unreasonable  to  expect  thfin  to 
look  to  an}'  otlier  point  in  all  the  South  as  their  center  for  supply- 
ing the  reading-matter  or  Church  periodicals ;  therefore, 
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"Resolved,  That,  in  our  judgment,  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
Church,  at  the  ensuing  General  Conference,  to  establisli  a  Book 
Depositor}-  in  tiie  city  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  supply  of  our  own 
and  all  the  surrounding  Conferences,  who  look  upon  tliis  point  as  a 
radiating  center;  and  also  in  connection  therewith,  at  the  earliest 
practicable  day,  to  establish  a  religious  paper,  to  be  published  un- 
der the  auspices  and  in  the  interests  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  as  the  organ  of  the  Louisiana,  Texas,  Mississippi,  Arkan- 
sas, Alabama,  and  Tennessee  Conferences." — Journal,  p.  139. 


SiasT  Loms. 

A.  C.  George  on 
Judicial  Con- 
ferences. 


SAINT  LOUIS. 

A.  C.  George  presented  the  following  resolution, 
providing  for  a  Judicial  Conference,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itirierancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  proprietj'  of  adding  the  following  section  to  the  Book 
of  Discipline: 

THE   jrDICIAL   COXFEREXCE. 

Quest.  How  are  the  Judicial  Districts  arranged? 

Ans.  1.  The  Boston  District  shall  include  the  East  Maine,  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Xew  England,  Providence,  India  Mis- 
sion, and  Liberia  Mission  Conferences. 

2.  The  New  York  District  shall  include  the  New  York  East, 
New  York,  Troy.  Black  River,  Central  New  York,  East  Genesee, 
and  Genesee  Conferences. 

3.  The  Philadelphia  District  shall  include  the  Newark,  New  Jer- 
sey, Pliiladelpliia,  Wyoming,  Central  Pennsylvania,  Erie,  and  Pitts- 
burgh Conferences. 

4.  The  Washington  District  shall  include  the  Baltimore,  Wilming- 
ton, Delaware,  Washington,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  South  Carolina  Conferences. 

5.  The  Cincinnati  District  shall  include  the  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Central  Ohio,  North  Ohio,  Southern  Indiana,  Indiana,  North  Indi- 
ana, Kentucky,  and  Lexington  Conferences. 

6.  The  Cliicago  District  shall  include  the  Rock  River,  Central 
Illinois,  Michigan,  Detroit,  North-west  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  West 
Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  and  Upper  Iowa  Conferences. 

7.  The  Saini;  Louis  District  shall  include  the  Illinois,  Southern 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Des  Moines,  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Kansas,  Nebraska, 
and  Colorado  Conlerences. 

8.  The  San  Francisco  District  shall  include  the  California,  Oregon, 
and  Nevada  Conferences. 

9.  The  New  Orle:ins  District  shall  include  the  Texas,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Holston.  and  Tennessee  Conferences. 

10.  The  German  Conference  District  shall  include  tlie  East  Ger- 
man, Central  German,  North-west  German.  South-west  German,  and 
Germany  and  Switzerland  Mission  Conferences. 

Quest.  When  shall  the  Judicial  Conference  meet? 

Ans.  On  tJie  first  Wednesday  in  of  each  year,  except  the 

year  in  which  the  General  Conference  meets.  The  place  of  the  first 
meeting  shall  be  designated  by  the  Bishop  appointed  to  preside,  but 
the  Conference  shall  determine  from  time  to  time  the  place  of  the 
sitbsequent  sessions. 

Quest.  Who  shall  compose  the  Judicial  Conference? 

Jfks.  Each  Annual  Conference,  at  the  session  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  session  of  the  Judicial  Conference,  shall  choo.^e,  by  bal- 
lot, as  manv  delegates  to  the  Judicial  Conference  as  such  Annual 
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Conference  would  be  entitled  to  send  to  the  General  Conference,       ]VIay  4. 
and  liaving  tlie  same  qualifications;  and  two  thirds  of  all  sucli  del-    Foueth  Day, 
agates  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  tlie  business 
of  the  Judicial  Conference. 

Quest.  Who  shall  preside  in  the  Judicial  Conference  ? 

Ans.  One  of  the  Bishops ;  but,  in  the  absence  of  a  bishop,  the 
Conference  may  choose  a  president,  without  debate,  from  among 
its  own  members. 

Quest.  How  shall  the  records  of  the  Judicial  Conference  be  kept  ? 

Ans.  By  a  Secretary  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  the  journals 
of  such  Conference,  signed  by  the  president  and  Secretary,  and 
containing  charges,  decisions,  and  proceedings  of  trials,  fully  en- 
tered, shall  be  sent  to  the  ensuing  General  Conference  for  exam- 
ination. 

Quest.  "What  is  the  business  of  a  Judicial  Conference  ? 

Ans.  1.  To  try  appeals  from  any  Annual  Conference  within  its 
district;  and  a  reversal  of  the  decision  of  an  Annual  Conference 
shall  be  complete,  and  shall  work  the  full  acquittal  and  restoration 
of  any  member  of  an  Annual  Conference  who  has  been  censured, 
suspended,  expelled,  or  located  without  his  consent ;  but  from  an 
affirmation  of  the  judgment  and  action  of  an  Annual  Conference  an 
appeal  may  be  taken  to  the  General  Conference,  provided  that  no- 
tice of  such  appeal  shall  be  given  at  the  lime. 

In  the  trial  of  an  appeal  in  the  Judicial  Conference,  the  delegates 
of  the  Annual  Conference  from  which  the  appeal  comes  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  vote. 

In  all  cases,  an  appellant  from  the  decision  of  an  Annual  Confer- 
ence may  carry  his  appeal  directly  to  the  Judicial  or  the  General 
Conference,  as  he  may  elect. 

2.  To  try  a  bishop  accused  of  immorality,  of  improper  or  unmin- 
isterial  conduct,  of  usurpation  in  his  episcopal  office,  or  of  a  viola- 
tion of  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  Church,  and  to  acquit,  suspend, 
or  e.xpel  him  from  the  Church,  as  the  facts  and  findings  in  the  case 
mayjustif}';  provided,  that  an  accusation  against  a  bishop  shall 
not  be  received,  except  on  complaint,  in  writing,  of  at  least  three 
traveling  elders,  nor  except  the  accused  shall  have  received  a  copy 
of  tlie  charges  and  specifications  thirty  or  more  days  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Judicial  Conference;  and  provided  also,  that  an  ac- 
cused bishop  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  ensuing  General 
Conference,  which  body  shall  possess  both  original  and  appellate 
jurisdiction  in  the  case.  But  pending  such  appeal,  no  accused 
bisliop  shall  exercise  any  episcopal  or  ministerial  functions 
among  us. 

3.  To  exercise  general  supervision  over  the  educational  and  be- 
nevolent Interests  of  the  Church  within  its  bounds. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  Committee  on  Committee   on 
the  invitation  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  namely,     Bible  Sode^. 
Thomas   M.   Eddy,   Daniel   Curry,   Luke   Hitchcock, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  and  Lewis  Miller. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  M.  Eddy,  the  following  re- 
solution was  adojDted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the   Secretary  of  this  Conference  be  and  he  is    OfficialJournal. 
hereby  instructed  to  have  the  Journal  of  this  General  Conference 
printed,  substantially  bound,  and  duly  certified  by  him  to  be  cor- 
rect ;  and  that  a  copy  so  certified  shall  be  the  official  Journal  of 
this  General  Conference. 
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iMay  4.  Qn  motion  of  Reuben  Nelson,  the  following  resolu- 

FotTETH  Day.    ^.^^^  ^^.^^  adopted,  namely : 

Secretary  to  ed-        Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Conference  be  and  he  is  here- 
it  the  Journal    by  appointed  to  edit  the  General  Conference  Journal. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  After  the  dox- 
ology  was  sung,  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
R.  A.  Carnthers. 


M-y6.  MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  6. 

Fifth  Day. 

Conference  met  this  morning.  Bishop  Ames  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Ben- 
jamin Brown,  of  the  Washington  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday's  session  was  read  and 

approved. 

Invitation  to  the       A  Communication  was  received  from  the  Trustees 

ai^Eeunlon!*'''  of  the  American  Congregational  Union,  tlirough  Rev. 

Ray  Palmer,   Corresponding   Secretary,  inviting  the 

delegates  of  this  General  Confei-euce  to  attend  their 

Annual  Reunion,  on  Thursday  evening  next,  at  the 

Academy  of  Music. 

Invitation    ac-       On  motion,  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  were  ten- 

cepted. 

dered  to  the  American  Congregational  Union,  the  in- 
vitation was  accepted,  and  the  Secretary  was  appointed 
to  receive  and  distribute  the  tickets  of  admission  to 
the  several  delegations. 

On  motion,  the  regular  order  of  business  was  sus- 
pended. 
Rules  of  Order       The  Committee  on  Rules  of  Order  reported  that 

amended.  „,  _  .,ti  •  ,  i- 

careful  consideration  had  been  given  to  the  resolution 
of  J.  S.  M'Calmont  relating  to  motions  to  reconsider; 
and  that  the  Committee  unanimously  recommends  the 
amendment  of  the  thirteenth  Rule  by  adding  these 
words,  namely,  "but  motions  to  reconsider  non-debat- 
able motions  shall  be  decided  without  debate." 

On  motion,  the  Rule  was  amended  according  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  tenth  Rule,  by  in- 
serting after  the  words  "  he  shall  rise,"  the  words  "  in 
his  place;"  but  the  amendment,  on  motion,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 
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At  the  sugfjestion  of  the  Committee  on  the  Recep-      ^^ay  0- 
tion  of  Fraternal  Deleg;ites,  the  introduction  of  Fra- 
ternal Delegates  to  this  body  was  made  tlie  order  of     rraternaiDef- 
the  day  for  Wednes<lay  next,  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.       agates. 

A.  J.  Kynett  presented  the  Report  of  the  Board  of   '^^^^^^^  ^__ 
Man.'igers  of  the  Church  Extension  Society,  and,  on      tension  Soci- 
his  motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Church 
Extension,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  "  Daily 
Advocate." 

The  Committee  on  Frecdmen  reported  its  organiza-  Committee  on 

^  ^  Freedmenor- 

tion,  by  the  election  of  John  M.  VValden,  Chairman,      gacized. 
and  Dietrich  C.  Smith,  Secretary. 

Cvrus  Brooks,  Chairman,  presented  the  Quadrennial  Book  Commit- 

tec       XtcDort 

Book  Report   of  the  Committee,  together  with  the     presentedand 
Report  of  James  P.  Kilbreth,  Referee.     [For  Reports,      ^^^^ 
see  Appendix  42,  43.] 

Pending  the  reading  of  the  report,  on  motion  of 
John  Miley,  the  time  of  session  was  extended  until  the 
reading  should  be  finished. 

The  reading  of  the  report  having  been  completed, 
on  motion  of  W.  H.  Olin,  the  Conference  adjourned. 

After  the  doxology  Avas  sung,  the  benediction  was 
pronounced  by  S.  A.  W.  Jewett. 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  7.  May  r. 

Conference  met  this  morning.  Bishop  Simpson  in 
the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  John 
Van  Cleve,  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Conference. 

The   Journal   of  yesterday   morning's  session  was 
read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  William  R.  Clark,  John  W.  Lindsay  had  J.  w.  Lindsay 
leave  of  absence  on  account  of  the  death  of  his  mother-  absence,  and 
in-law,  the  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  Bond ;  and  William  ler  aSiitted 
Butler,  the  first  reserve  delegate  from  the  New  En-  ^  ^'^  '*^'^- 
gland  Conference,  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  his  stead. 

On  motion  of  Henry  Sheer,  the  order  of  business  Book  Commit- 
was  suspended.     A  minority  report  of  the  Book  Com-      Kl^rt."^""*'' 
raittee,   signed   by   Henry   Slicer,    James    Pike,   an<l 
George  W^.  Maltby,  was  then  presented  and  read.    [P'or 
Minority  Report,  see  App)endix  44.] 
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May  r. 
Sixth  Dat. 

John  Lanahan's 
Eeport  as  As- 
sistant Book 
Agent. 


Allyn's  motion 
to  refer  all 
papers  to  the 
Committee 
on  the  Book 
C!oncern. 


Endsley's  sub- 
stitute. 


ATCalmont's 
amendment 
of  the  substi- 


Amendment 
laid  on  the 


Substitute   laid 
on  the  table. 


Clarke's  substi- 
tute. 


The  reading  of  the  Minority  Report  having  been 
concluded,  on  motion  of  John  Lanah:m  it  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  he  then  presented  his  report  as  Assistant 
Agent  of  the  Book  Concern  in  New  York,  which 
report  was  read  to  the  Conference.  [For  Report  of 
Assistant  Agent,  see  Appendix  45.] 

'  Robert  Allyn  moved  that  the  Report  of  the  Book 
Committee,  the  Report  of  the  Minority  of  the  Book 
Committee,  the  Report  of  John  Lanahan,  Assistant 
Agent,  and  all  accompanying  documents  and  papers,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

A.  J.  Endsley  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  they  be 
referred  to  a  special  Committee  of  two  from  eacli  Book 
Committee  District,  to  be  chosen  by  the  delegations 
of  the  respective  districts. 

J.  S.  M'Calmont  moved  to  amend  the  substitiito,  so 
as  to  refer  the  papers  to  a  special  Committee  of  thir- 
teen, to  be  appointed  by  the  Bishops,  with  leave  to  sit 
during  the  sessions  of  the  Conference. 

On  motion  of  John  Williams,  the  amendment  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

J.  B.  Dobbins  moved  that  the  substitute  be  Inid  on 
the  table.  Pending  this  motion,  J.  S,  M'Calmont 
moved  that  Conference  do  now  adjourn,  but  the  mo- 
tion did  not  prevail. 

On  motion,  the  time  of  the  se<:sion  was  extended. 

A  call  for  a  vote  by  ayes  ami  noes,  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  substitute  of  A.  J.  Endsley  on  the  table,  was 
made,  but  the  call  was  not  sustained,  and  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  299  in 
favor  of  it.  This  number  being  a  majority  of  the  Con- 
ference, the  negative  vote  was  not  taken. 

George  W.  Clarke  tlien  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that 
the  papers  before  the  Conference  be  referred  to  a 
special  Committee  of  one  from  each  delegation,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  delegations  respectively. 

William  Lawrence  moved  to  so  amend  the  substitute. 


Lawrence's 
amendment. 


That  the  delegates  from  eacli  Conference  shall  appoint  one  per- 
son, and  report  the  same  to  this  Conference,  and  the  persons  so  se- 
lected shall  meet  and  appoint  a  Committee  of  fifteen  persons  to 
whom,  as  a  Committee,  all  reports  and  papers  relative  to  alleged 
irregnlarites  and  frauds  in  the  Book  Concern  shall  be  referred,  and 
said  Committee  shall  report  wliat  action  shall  be  taken. 
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At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  Jacob  Klein  moved      Miay  r. 
the   previous    question,   whereupon   James   S.    Smart  pj^^™^  Q^gg. 
offei-ed  the  following  resolution  :  "o°- 

Resolved.  That  the  vote  be  taken  by  the  ministers  and  laymen   Smart's  resolu- 
„„„„_„,.„i„  tionforasep- 

separately.  ^^^^  ^^te  if 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Conference  do  now     SymM!^**" 
adjourn,  and  the  motion  prevailed  on  a  count  vote  of 
201  to  190. 

The  doxology  having  been  sung,  the   benediction 
was  pronounced  by  Moses  Hill,  of  the  Erie  Conference. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  8.  Mays. 

Skvbnth  Day. 

Conference  met  this  morning.  Bishop  Ames  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  "W. 
R.  Clark  of  the  New  England  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read 
and  approved. 

Thomas  M.  Eddy,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  Report  on  in 
which  was  referred  the  invitation  to  attend  the  Anni-      Bible  Society. 
versary  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  submitted  a 
report,  which  was  adopted,  as  follows,  namely : 

The  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  communication  of  Revs. 
Joseph  Holdicli  and  Edward  W.  Oilman,  Corresponding  Secretaries 
of  the  American  Bible  Society,  "  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers," report  for  your  consideration  the  following  answer,  and 
respectfully  recommend  that  it  be  adopted,  and  an  official  copy  for- 
warded to  the  Bible  House.  T.  M.  Eddt,  Chairman. 

"General  Conference  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  | 
"Brooklyn,  Long  Island,  May  7,  1872.  ) 

"Revs.  Joseph  Holdich,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  Edward  W.  Gilman,  D.D., 

Corresponding  Secretaries,  American  Bible  Society: 
"Brethren — Your  communication  of  the  1st  inst.,  containing  an 
invitation  from  the  Board  of  Managers  to  attend  the  Anniversary 
of  the  American  Bible  Society  on  the  9lh  inst.,  was  read  before  the 
Conference,  and  we  ask  you  to  express  to  the  Managers  our  respect- 
ful recognition  of  their  thouglitful  Christian  courtesy. 

"  We  need  not  give  you  fresh  assurances  of  the  interest  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  worl<  of  your  organization,  or 
formally  renew  our  expressions  of  confidence  and  cordial  support, 
for  nothing  has  occurred  to  weaken  the  one  or  lessen  the  other. 

"It  would  afford  the  Conference  great  gratification  to  attend 
your  anniversary  in  a  body,  but  tlie  pressure  of  paramount  duties 
forbids.  We  have,  however,  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  we 
have  appointed,  as  a  deputation  in  our  behalf,  the  following  distin- 
guished brethren:  Hon.  R.  W.  Thompson,  of  Indiana;  Rev.  W.  G. 
Miller,  D.D.,  of  Wisconsin;    Rev.  W.  R.  Clark,  D.D.,  of  Boston; 
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Bishops' 
dress. 


M!ay  8.      Hon.  George  Abernethy,  of  Oregon ;  Rev.  L.  C.  Matlack,  D.D.,  of 
Bbvknth  Day.    New  Orleans;   Rev.  D.  D.  Lore,  D.D.,  of  Syracuse;  and  Hon.  Ex- 
Governor  Evans,  of  Colorado. 

"  We  trust  tbe  anniversary  may  be  one  of  unusual  interest,  and 
that  the  future  of  the  Society  may  be  even  more  useful  than  the 
past. 

"Signed  by  order  of  General  Conference." 

K.  P,  Jervis  moved  that  the  Bishops'  Address  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  morning  at 
ten  o'clock. 

Thomas  M.  Eddy  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  the 
Address  be  received  at  this  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the 
table,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail,  and  the  substi- 
tute was  accepted  and  adopted. 

The  Bishops'  Address  was  then  read  by  the  Secre- 
tary.    [For  Address,  see  Ajyj^endix    1.] 

On  motion  of  W.  M'K.  Hester,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Bishops'  Address  as  refers  to  the  con- 
dition of  Methodism  be  referred  to  Committee  on  State  of  tlie  Church; 
on  Missionary  work,  to  Committee  on  Missions ;  on  District  Confer- 
ences, to  Committee  on  Itinerancy;  on  Educational  Institutions,  to 
Committee  on  Education:  on  our  National  Anniversarj-,  to  special 
Committee  of  Nine;  on  Memoirs,  to  special  Committee  of  Nine;  on 
Episcopacy,  to  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion, G.  W,  Woodrnif  moA'ed  to  amend,  by  referring 
the  matter  of  the  Centenar)''  celebration  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church  instead  of  to  a  spe- 
cial Committee  of  Nine,  but  the  amendment  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  E.  H.  Waring,  the   Committee   on 

Episcopacy  was  instructed  to  report  arrangements  for 

Memorial  Services  relating  to  the  deceased  Bisliops  of 

the  Clmrch. 

2000  copies  of       Cyrus  Nutt  moved  that  two  thousand  copies  of  the 

rtrlss°^to^be   Bishops'  Address  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form  for  the 

^"^^  ■  use  of  the  Conference. 

James  R.  Bryan  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table,  but  the  motion  was  lost,  and  the  original  motion 
prevailed. 

Special    Com-       The  Chair  announced  the  following  special  Com- 
mittees. .  ,  ^  ^       ^  1 

mittees,  heretofore  ordered,  namely: 


Memorial  Serv 
ices  for  de 
ceased  Bish 
ops. 
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TEMPERANCE. 


Philip  Knhl, 
William  Brush, 
E.  G.  Wood, 


W.  H.  Thompson, 
R.  Elmore, 
Charb.'S  Munger, 


R.  H.  Robinson, 
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]May  8. 
Seventh   Dai. 
Temperance. 


PASTORAL  ADDRESS. 
Reuben  Xelson,  Joseph  H.  Wythe, 


F.  S.  Hoyt, 
C.  A.  Holmes, 


Alonzo  Webster, 
L.  F.  Morgan, 


Stephen  All( 


Pastoral       Ad- 
dress. 


EXPENSES   OF   DELEGATES. 

Samuel  W.  Thomas,         D.  Sherman, 
Hiram  Price,  J.  Nicols, 

Alexander  Bradley,  J.  W.  L.  Slavens, 

Joseph  Leslie. 


Expenses        of 
Delegates. 


BIBLE   SOCIETY. 


Cyrus  Nutt, 
W.  F.  Cowles, 
C.  Beale, 


H.  S. 


W.  H.  Perrine, 
D.  W.  C.  Huntington, 
Thomas  H.  Wilson, 
Bundy. 


Bible  Society. 


John  Owen, 
Resin  Sapp, 
Amos  Shinkle, 
Jacob  Rothweiler, 
George  F.  Gavitt, 
John  S.  M'Calmont, 


INSURANCE. 

L.  W.  Pond, 
David  Decker, 
Thomas  T.  Tasker, 
Eliphalet  Remington, 
John  S.  Deale, 
L.  L.  Palmer, 


C.  M.  Dinsmore. 


METROPOLITAN   CHURCH. 


Oliver  Hoyt, 
T.  M.  Eddy, 
J.  Patton, 


A.  D.  Wilbor, 
J.  F.  Marley, 
W.  H.  H.  Beadle, 

M' Williams. 


Metropolitan 
Church. 
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IMay  8. 

Seventh  Dat. 
Scandinavian 
Work. 


SCANDINAVIAN    WORK. 
L.  Hitchcock,  W.  Thomas, 

J.  B.  Graw,  X.  L,  Brakeman, 

C.  A.  Loeber,  B.  R.  Pierce, 

G.  S.  Dearl.orn. 


Monument  to 
Bishop  Kings- 
ley. 


MONUMENT  TO   BISHOP   KINGSLEY. 
G.  W.  Woodruff,  M.  Hill, 

S.  H.  Nesbit,  J.  B.  Cornell, 

W.  S.  Birch. 


Fraternal    Cor- 

FR.A.TERNAL 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

respondence. 

R.  S.  Foster, 

E.  Went  worth, 

J.  T.  Crane, 

A.  Martin, 

F.  Hodgson, 

A.  Brunson, 

B. 

F.  Crary. 

SupportofBish- 

SUPPORT   OF 

THE   BISHOPS,    ETC. 

ops   and  Ex- 

pensesofGen- 
eral     Confer- 

A. C.  George, 

F.  H.  Root, 

ence. 

"William  Lawrence, 

J.  S.  Smart,           * 

R.  W.  Thompson, 

T.  J.  Thompson, 

I.  C.  Pershing, 

C.  Albright, 

W.  H.  Hunter, 

Z.  Bennett, 

P.  F.  Bresee, 

W.  Deering, 

H.  S.  Lane, 

E.  Q.  Fuller, 

J.  F.  Chalfant, 

James  W.  Lewis, 

N.  G.  Taylor, 

W.  R.  Woodward, 

James  Harlan, 

F.  G.  Hibbard, 

^      David  Campbell, 

Paul  Dillingham, 

J.  B.  Wakelev, 

Willard  Ives, 

■j.  R 

.  Rountree. 

Centennial     of 

CENTENNIAL   OF  AMERICAN   INDEPENDENCE. 

American  In- 

dependence. 

J.  M.  Walden, 

W.  M'K.  Hester, 

C.  D.  Hubbard, 

Horace  Benton, 

L.  C.  Queal, 

L.  R.  Thaver, 

M.  D'C.  Crawford, 

M.  J.  Talbot, 

W. 

I.  Maclay. 

Fraternal  Dele- 

The hour  of  ten  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  orde 

gates. 

iVio   /In,-     ,-,omoK-     tV,n  ror 

'<mtinn   nf  Ti^rntPTi:nl   Df^lecrfl 

was  taken  up. 
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The  Rev.  Luke  H.  Wiseman,  A.M.,  and  the  Rev. 
W.  Morley  Punshon,  A.M.,  Delegates  from  the  British 
Wesleyan  Conference,  were  then  presented  to  the  pre- 
siding Bishop  by  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  and  the  Bishop 
introduced  them  to  the  Conference ;  after  which  they 
presented  their  credentials  as  Delegates  and  the  Ad- 
dress of  the  British  Conference  to  this  General  Con- 
ference. The  credentials  and  address  having  been 
read,  the  Rev.  Luke  H.  Wiseman,  A.M.,  and  the  Rev. 
W.  Morley  Punshon,  A.M.,  severally  addressed  the 
C( inference,  [For  credentials  and  addresses,  see  Ap- 
pendix 2,  3,  4,  5.] 

Albert  S.  Hunt  then  presented  to  the  presiding 
Bishop  the  Rev.  Howard  Crosby,  D.D.,  Chancellor  of 
the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  Fraternal 
Delegate  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Churcf),  and  the  Bishop  introduced  him  to  the 
Conference.  Having  presented  his  credentials  as  a 
Delegate,  he  addressed  the  Conference.  Rev.  Joseph 
T.  Duryea,  the  Co-Delegate  of  Dr.  Crosby,  was  not 
present.  [For  credentials  and  address,  see  Appen- 
dix 7,  8.] 

Oliver  Hoyt  presented  the  Rev.  Joseph  W.  M'Kay, 
Delegate  from  the  Irish  Wesleyan  Conference,  to  the 
presiding  Bishop,  by  w'hom  he  was  introduced  to  the 
Conference.  He  then  presented  his  credentials  as  a 
Delegate,  and  also  the  Address  of  the  Irish  Confer- 
ence. After  these  papers  had  been  read,  he  addressed 
the  Conference.  [For  credentials  and  addresses,  see 
Appendix  9,  10,  11.] 

Pending  the  Address  of  Mi'.  M'Kay,  on  motion  of 
Thomas  M.  Eddy,  the  time  of  the  session  was  extended. 

On  motion  of  A.  S,  Hunt,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted,  namely : 


IMay  8. 

Skvexth  Day. 

Kev.  Luke  H. 
Wiseman  and 
Kev.  W.  Mor- 
ley Punshon, 
British  Con 
ference. 


Eev.  Howard 
Crosby.  D.D., 
General  As- 
sembly of  the 
Presbyterian 
Church. 


Eev.  Joseph  W. 
M'Kay,   Irish 
Wesleyan 
Conference. 


Other  Delegates 
introduced. 


Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  from  other  religious  bodies,  who 
have  uot  been  introduced,  be  now  introduced  to  the  Conference ; 
that  tliey  be  invited  to  occupy  seats  upon  the  platform  whenever 
they  desire  to  do  so :  and  that  we  listen  at  some  future  day  to  such 
communications  as  they  may  please  to  make  to  the  Conference. 


Whereupon  the  Rev.   George   Sanderson,  and  the  Kev.  Geo.  San- 

'^  .  derson.    Rev. 

Rev.  Alexander  Sutherland  were  introduced  as  Dele-  Aie.x.  suther 
gates  from  the  Wesleyan  Conference  of  Canada.  Conference. 
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Sevexth  Day. 

Rev.  Henry 
Pope,Jr.,Con- 
ference  of 
Eastern  Brit- 
ish America. 

Eev.  E.  A. 
Wheat,  Eev. 
C.  H.  Will- 
iiims,  Eev.  J. 
B.  llaiiiiiton, 
Methcidist 
Church. 

Rev.  Dr.  Bacon, 
Congregation- 
al Council. 

Resolutions  to 
be  prei)ared. 


The  Rev.  Henry  Pope,  Jr.,  President  of  the  Confer- 
ence of  Eastern  British  Ameiioa,  and  Delegate  from 
that  body,  was  also  introduced  to  the  Conference. 

"Kie  following  persons,  delegates  from  the  "  Meth- 
odist Church,"  were  also  introduced  to  the  Conference, 
namely :  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Wheat,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Will- 
iams, and  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Hamilton. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bacon,  a  Delegate  from  the  American 
Congregational  Council,  was  introduced  to  the  Con- 
ference. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  was 
instructed  to  prepare  suitable  resolutions  in  reference 
to  the  addresses  of  this  morning. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  The  doxology 
having  been  sung,  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
the  Rev.  Luke  H.  Wiseman,  Delegate  from  the  British 
Conference. 


:iMay  9. 
Eighth  Day. 


Anderson  added 
to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the 
Scandinavian 
work. 

Committee  on 
Centenary  of 
American  In- 
dependence. 


Free  Excursion 
to  Long 

Branch  tend- 
ered and  ac- 
cepted. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  9. 

Conference  met  this  morning.  Bishop  Simpson  in 
the  chaii". 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
William  Cooper,  of  Philadelphia  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read 
and  approved. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Chair,  Andrew  J.  Anderson 
was  added  to  the  Committee  on  the  Scandinavian 
work. 

The  Committee  on  the  Centennial  Celebration  of 
American  Independence  was  announced  by  the  Chair 
as  follows,  namely :  J.  M.  Walden,  C.  D.  Hubbard,  L. 
C.  Queal,  M.  D'C.  Crawford,  W.  M'K.  Hester,  Horace 
Benton,  L.  R.  Thayer,  M.  J.  Talbot,  and  W.  J. 
Mad  ay. 

The  Chair  presented  a  communication  from  officers 
of  the  New  Jersey  Southern  Railroad  Company,  tend- 
ering to  the  Conference  a  free  excursion  to  Long 
Branch  at  such  time  as  may  suit  the  convenience  of 
the  Conference. 

On  motion  of  T.  M.  Eddy  the  invitation  was  ac- 
cepted, and  all  other  preliminary  matters  relating  to 
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the  excursion  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ar-      ^lay  9. 
rangements  with  poAver.  ^"'''™  ^"'^• 

On    motion   of  B.   F.    Crary,  Matthew   Sorin   was  ^u^^n   and 
placed  on  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  instead      pieced       on 
of  tlie  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  and  that  B.  F.  Crary      mittees. 
be  changed  from  the  Committee  on  Episcojjacy  to  tliat 
of  Itinerancy. 

The  roll  of  Conferences  was  then  called  for  the  pres-   Regular  Order, 
entation  of  petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals,  and  they 
were  presented  and  referred  as  follows,  namely : 

ALABAMA.  Alabama. 

A.  S.  Lakin  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Alabama  Memorial     on 
Conference  for  permission  to  organize  a  Conference  of      Erinl^el^'"'' 
colored  ministei's,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Boundaries. 

BLACK   RIVEE.  Black  Rivee. 

I.  S.  Bingham  presented  the  action  of  the  Black  Boundaries. 
River  Conference  on  the  subject  of  Boundaries ;  also 
the  memorial  of  seventy-three  Quarterly  Conferences 
of  the  Black  River  Conference  on  the  same  subject, 
signed  by  eight  hundred  and  fifty-iive  official  mem- 
bers ;  also  a  memorial  from  I.  S.  Bingham  and 
seventy-one  other  members  of  the  Black  River  Con- 
ference, and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries.  He  also  presented  a  paper  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Administration,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

L.  D.  White  presented  a  memorial  relating  to  the  BookB. 
price  of  books  to  preachers  and  colporteurs,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

CALIFORNIA.  California. 

J.  H.  Wythe  presented  the  appeal  of  Richard  May  Appeal  of  Ruh- 
from  the  action  of  the  California  Conference,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  on  direct  representa-  General  Church 
tion  of  the  Pacitic  Coast  in  all  general  Church  inter- 
ests, and  also  a  resolution  of  the  California  Conference 
in  reference  to  the  appointment  of  Boards  of  Trustees,  ^"eel*"*^^'^"** 
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iNlay  9,      aiid  both  papers  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Eighth  Day.      -t^       •      i 

Revisals. 

Book  Concern.  Otis  Gibson  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  him- 
self and  six  others,  in  relation  to  a  Book  Concern  in 
San  Francisco,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

Book  Interests.  ^'  J-  ^liiclaj  presented  extracts  from  tlie  Journals 
of  California  Conference  in  relation  to  book  interests, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

He  also  presented  the  action  of  the  California  Con- 
ference in  reference  to  a  future  division  of  the  Con- 
ference, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 


Division         of 
Conference. 


Cektkal  Gee- 
man. 


Sunday- 
Schools. 


CENTRAL    GERMAX. 

William  Nast  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Central 
German  Conference  relating  to  a  German  Sunday- 
School  Department,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sunday-Sc]iools  and  Tracts. 

R.  A.  W.  Briiehl  presented  the  action  of  the  Lay- 
men's Convention  in  reference  to  the  same  subject,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 


Centkal  Illi- 
nois. 


Swedish  Paper 


Episcopacy. 


(Jnordained 
Preachers  and 
Solemnization 
of  Matrimony. 


CENTRAL   ILLINOIS. 

A.  J.  Anderson  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
preachers  and  people  of  the  Swedish  District,  asking 
that  the  publication  of  the  Swedish  paper  in  Chicago 
be  resumed ;  also  a  memorial,  signed  by  himself  and 
four  others,  asking  for  the  publication  of  books  in  the 
Swedish  language ;  also  a  petition  from  S.  B.  Xew- 
man  and  four  others  in  refei-ence  to  a  Scandinavian 
school,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Scandinavian  work. 

Henderson  Ritchie  presented  a  memorial  on  Episco- 
pacy, from  Monmouth  and  Macomb  Districts,  signed 
by  A.  J.  Jones  and  thirty-two  others,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

J.  S.  Cumin  in  g  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Central 
Illinois  Conference,  asking  that  unordained  pastors  be 
allowed  to  solemnize  matrimony,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
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CENTRAL    NEW   YORK.  Eiouth  Day. 

1      /-(  Central   New 

B.  I.  Ives  presented  the  action  of  the  Quarterly  Con-      Yoek. 
ference  of  Newfield  Charge  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  Boundariea. 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bounda-ies, 

B.  S.  Wright    presented   a   memorial  from   J.    D.   Boundaries. 
Chamberlain  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries, 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  a  transcript  of  the  Confer-  ^'^^^''^J^ll. 
ence  Journal,  relating  to  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mis-     ary  Society. 
sionary  Society,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 

CENTRAL   OHIO.  Centbai,  Ohio. 

W.  L.  Harris  presented  a  memorial  from  Prof.  Will-  ^jf„"',^*(?oJg; 
iams,  Secretary  of  the  Central  Ohio  Conference,  in  ref-     ences. 
erence  to  Minutes  of  Annual  Conferences,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

He  also  presented  memorials  on  tlie  manner  of  re-  ^^^^^f^^l'. 
porting  benevolent    contributions,   from   the    several     j^'^'^^^g  ^°^' 
Boards   of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society,  the 
Church  Extension  Society,  the  Tract  Society,  and  the 
Sunday-School  Union,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
respective  Committees  on  those  subjects. 

William   Lawrence    presented  the  petition  of  W.  ^|i^Qg''E|'Jer8*' 
Ramsey  and  sixty  others  on  the  election  of  Presiding 
Elders,   and   it   was   referred   to   the  Committee    on 
Itinerancy. 

CENTRAL   PENNSYLVANIA.  ^^vI^^Itl 

VAXIA. 

F.  A.  Hodgson  presented  a  memorial  from  Thomp-  Boundariea. 
son  Mitchell  on  the  subject  of  Boundaries,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

CINCINNATI.  Cincinnati. 

John  F.  Marlay  presented  the  memorial  of  M.  Dus-  Foreign     Mis- 

•'    i  _        _  .  sions  and  In- 

tin  and  one   other  on  the  organization  of  our  Foreign      dependent 

•  •     T  T  ?ii  1  1    •  Churches. 

Missions  into  independent  Churches,  and  it  was  re- 
fen-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

COLORADO.  CoLOEADO. 

John  Evans  presented  a  memorial,  asking  the  estab-   ^°o^    Deposi- 


lishment  of  a  Book  Depository  and  weekly  paper  in 


tory. 
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]May  9.      Colorado,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 

Eighth  Day.      -p,      ,    ^ 

Book  Concern. 

De8  Moines.  DES    MOIXES. 

Support  of  the  Bennett  Mitchell  presented  the  action  of  the  Des 
Moines  Conference  relating  to  the  Office  and  Suppoi't 
of  our  Bishops,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Episcopacy. 

Lay  Represent-  He  also  presented  resolutions  of  the  Des  Moines 
nnai  Confer-  Conference,  asking  for  Lay  Representation  in  Annual 
Conferences,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals. 

Dkteoit.  DETROIT. 

Secret  Societies.  L.  R.  Fisk  presented  the  petition  of  John  Levington 
and  seventy-five  others  in  reference  to  Secret  Societies, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Church.  He  also  presented  the  petition  of  C.  M. 
Philo  and  eleven  others  on  the  same  subject,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 

East  Gexbsee.  EAST   GENESEE. 

Secret  Societies.  K.  P.  Jcrvis  presented  a  memorial  from  Rev.  A. 
Hard  on  the  subject  of  Secret  Societies,  and  another 
from  J.  D.  Requa  on  the  same  subject,  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Eeie.  ERIE. 

Boundaries.  R,  A.    Caruthers   presented   petitions   and   remon- 

strance^ on  the  subject  of  Boundaries,  as  follows, 
namely  :  from  P.  Burroughs  and  two  others  ;  from  W. 
Slavens  and  forty-eight  others ;  from  P.  Burroughs 
and  twenty-four  others;  from  John  Stewart  and  twen- 
ty-seven others ;  from  the  Quarterly  Conferences  of 
Mayville,  Westfield,  Rij^ley,  Dunkirk,  Cherry  Creek, 
Nortli  Harmony,  Sinclairville,  Forrestville,  Irving, 
Perrysburgh,  Ellington,  Cortland,  Dayton,  Hamlet, 
Clymer,  and  Leon  ;  from  Silver  Creek  Station  ;  from 
the  Ministers  and  Laymen's  Convention  of  the  Fredo- 
nia  District;  from  R.  N.  Parsons  and  twenty-four 
others ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 
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He  also  presented  the  petition  of  C.  Miller  and  ten      M:ay  o. 
others  for  a  revision  of  the  Discipline,  and  it  was  re-  p^g^1"J^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries, 

Joseph  Leslie  presented  protests  against  dividing  ^o'^^anes. 
th^'Erie  Conference,  as  follows:  from  M.  Martin  and 
sixteen  others ;  from  A.  Burgess  and  seven  others ; 
from  Samuel  Wilcox  and  seven  others  ;  from  E.  S.  In- 
gersol  and  seven  others  ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

R.  II.  Hurlburt  presented  the  petition  of  the  Quar-  Boundaries, 
terly  Conferences  of  New  Castle  District,  signed  by- 
John  Crum  and  two  hundred  and  seventy  others  ;  also 
the  petition  of  J.  Wilson  and  live  hundred  and  seventy 
others ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Bohndaries. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  from  Mount  Jackson   Unordained 
Circuit,  asking  that  unordained  preachers  in  the  rescu-     and  soWniT.i- 

-  ,     ,  ,         •        1  ,  •  •  V  .  zation  of  Mat- 

lar  work  be  authorized  to  solemnize  matrimony,  and  it      rimony. 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 


GENESEE.  Genesee. 

R.  L.  Waite  presented  a  petition  on  Boundaries,  and  Boundaries. 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


GEORGIA.  Geoegia. 

E.  Q.  Fuller  presented  an  extract  from  the  Journal  Boundaries. 
of  the  Georgia  Conference  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

On  motion  of  J.  T.  Peck,  the  Chairmen  of  the  sev-  chaii-mcn     of 

eral   Standing   Committees   had  temporary  leave   of  haveLeaTO^ 

absence  from  the  Conference  room.  Absence. 


GERMANY   AND  SWITZERLAND.  Germany   and 

SWITZEKLAND. 

L.  S.  Jacoby  presented  a  paper  from  the  Mission 
Conference  of  Germany  and  Switzerland,  requesting 
that  it  be  read.  A  motion  to  have  it  read  Avas  lost  on 
a  count  vote  of  109  to  159. 

L.  S.  Jacoby  then  presented  a  memorial  in  reference  Education. 
to  Education,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Education. 
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ILLINOIS. 


William  Thomas  presented  the  petition  of  S.  Shinn 
on  the  subject  of  the  Support  of  Ministers,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

W.  S.  Prentice  presented  the  resolution  of  the  Illi- 
nois Conference  against  any  change  of  Boundaries, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  the  resolution  of  the  Illinois  Con- 
ference in  favor  of  a  Weekly  Sunday-School  Paper, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday- 
Schools  and  Tracts. 

C.  P.  Baldwin  presented  the  protest  of  Hillsborough 
Quarterly  Conference  against  any  change  of  the  South- 
ern Boundary  of  the  Conference,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


District  Confer- 
ences. 


Division  of  the 
Missionary 
Society. 


Episcopal    Dii 
tricts. 


Price  of  Books. 


Appeal  of  A.  J. 
Kirkpatrick. 


INDIA. 

H.  Mansell  presented  a  memorial  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  District  Conferences,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

He  also  presented  a  memoi'ial  on  the  Division  of  the 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Missions ;  also  the  Statistics  of 
India  Conference,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Missions ;  also  a  memorial  from  William  Tay- 
lor, of  Bombay,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

IOWA. 

F.  W.  Evans  presented  a  paper  on  Boundaries,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

E.  H.  Waring  presented  a  petition  from  Henry- 
street  Quarterly  Conference,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  asking 
the  organization  of  Episcopal  Districts,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  the  same  Quar- 
terly Conference  on  the  price  of  Books,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

He  also  presented  the  appeal  of  A.  J.  Kirkpatrick 
from  the  decision  of  the  Iowa  Conference,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals. 
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IVIay  ». 

KANSAS.  Eighth  Day. 

Kansas. 

W.  K.  Marshall  presented  a  petition  for  the  organ-  Boundaries. 
ization  of  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory  into  a 
separate  Conference  ;  also  a  petition  for  an  Enabling 
Act  to  divide  the  Conference,  and  they  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

He  also  presented   a  memorial  in  relation  to   the   Baker  Univer- 

.  sity 

Baker  University,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Education. 

He  also   presented  a  petition  for  District  Confer-  District Confer- 

^  ^  ences. 

ences,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itm- 
erancy. 

He  also  presented  the  appeal  of  T,  B.  Taylor,  and  it  Appeal  of  b.  t. 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals. 


LOUISIANA.  Louisiana. 

L.  C.  Matlack  presented  a  memorial  of  J.  C.  Hart-  ^f^ld' ^Confei- 
zell  and  others  against  separate  Conferences  for  Col-      ^°^®^- 
ored  People,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  the  menioi-ial  of  himself  in  refer--  Appendbctotiie 
ence  to  the  Appendix  to  the  Discipline,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

He  also  pi-esented  the  memorial  of  Emperor-  Will-  ^°l^^^ 
iams  and  forty  others,  asking  the  General  Conference 
to  elect  a  Bishop  of  African  descent,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 


Discipline. 


ops. 


MICHIGAN. 

J.  M.  Reid  presented  a  memorial  in  reference  to  the  Professors  and 
Quarterly  Conference  relations  of  Professors  in  Insti-      Conferences. 
tutions  of  Learning,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals. 

W.  H.  Perrine  presented  a  memorial  asking  en-  Lay  Delegation, 
largement  of  the  electoral  basis  of  present  Plan,  so 
that  all  the  membership  outside  of  the  Quarterly  Con- 
ference may  be  represented  in  the  body ;  also  a  me- 
morial relating  to  the  present  Plan  of  General  Confer- 
ence Organization,  and  they  were  both  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 
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EiGimi  Day.  MINNESOTA. 

Minnesota.  David  Brooks  presented  a  memorial  of  J.  Brooks 

Spiscopacy. 

and  two  otliers  on  Episcopacy,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  ;  also  the  action  of  the 
Boundaries.        Minnesota  Conference  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

A.  C  M'Donald  presented  a  petition  against  sep- 
arate Conferences  for  Colored  People,  signed  by  Will- 
iam Tunstall  and  one  hundred  and  eleven  others,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


liissoinsi.  MISSOUKI. 

iVeekiy  Sun-  Nathan  Shumate  presented  a  memorial  from  Linneus 
Paper!  ^°  Sunday-school,  signed  by  C.  Raymond  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  others,  asking  that  the  Sunday-School 
Advocate  be  published  weekly,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts. 

Appeal  of  w.  He  also  presented  the  appeal  of  W.  G.  Fowler,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals. 


G.  Fowler. 


New  England  NEW    ENGLAND. 

Board  of  Edu-  "W.  F.  Warren  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Xew 
'^^^^'  England  Education  Society  in  relation  to  the  organi- 

zation of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  signed  by  E.  Otheraau,  Secretary, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

Masonry.  David  Slierman  presented  a  memorial  from  H.  Gay- 

lord  and  thirty-six  others  on  Masonry,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

New        Tobk  NEW    YORK    EAST. 

East. 

Division  of  the       George  W.  Woodruff  presented  the  action  of  the 

BodetyT^      Conference  on  the  separate  organization  of  the  Foreign 

and  Domestic  Missionary  Societies,  and  it  was  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Missions ;  also  a  resolution  of  the 

^B^h°°  *°'  New  York  East  Conference  concerning  a  vacation  for 
Bishops,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy  ;  also  resolutions  of  the  New  York  East 
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Confei-ence  in  relation  to  our  Publishing  InterestSj  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

Oliver  Hoyt  presented  a  memorial  of  a  convention 
of  ministers  and  laymen,  praying  that  the  dividing  line 
which  now  divides  the  city  of  New  York  may  be  ob- 
literated, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

James  M.  Buckley  presented  a  memorial  in  relation 
to  the  method  of  receiving  members  into  full  con- 
nection, signed  by  M.  L.  Scudder  and  seventy-two 
others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visals ;  also  a  memorial  concerning  Dancing,  etc., 
signed  by  C.  L.  Kelsey  and  thirteen  others,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church. 

E.  G.  Andrews  presented  a  memorial  in  favor  of 
establishing  a  Missionary  magazine,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Missions ;  also  a  memorial 
for  the  revision  of  the  law  in  respect  to  the  neglect 
of  the  means  of  grace,  signed  by  jST.  S.  Bane  and 
three  hundred  and  five  others,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
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NORTH    IXDIAXA. 


North     Indi- 
ana. 


O.  y.  Lemon  presented  a  resolution  of  the  North  Boundaries. 
Indiana    Conference    concerning    boundaries,   and    it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  ;  also  a 
memorial  from  Mary  F.  Thomas  and  five  others  in 
refei-ence  to  the  ordination  of  women  who  are  licensed  ^  women!    °' 
to  preach,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy  ;  also  tlie  resolutions  of  the  North  Indiana 
Conference  on  the  support  of  Bishops,  and  it  was  re-  Support       of 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

W.   S.  Birch  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  V,  R.   Loss  of  Salary. 
Miller  in  reference  to  a  loss  of  salary  occasioned  by  a 
change    of  boundaries,   and    it    was   referred   to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

N.  H.  Phillips  pi'esented  resolutions  of  the  Confer-  Temperance, 
ence  on  Temperance,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Temperance. 
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KOETH-WEST   GERMAN. 

C.  A.  Loeber  presented  n  memorial  on  the  subject 
of  a  German  Sunday-School  Department,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and 
Tracts  ;  also  from  the  North-AA'est  German  Conference 
concerning  the  subject  of  a  division  of  the  Confer- 
ence, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries ;  also  the  action  of  the  Conference  on  the  elec- 
tion of  Bishops,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Episcopacy. 


N0ETH-\rE8T 

Indiana. 
Appeal  of  Har- 
vey S.  Shaw. 


NORTH-WEST  INDIANA. 

J.  C.  Reed  presented  the  appeal  of  Harvey  S.  Shaw 
from  the  action  of  the  North-Avest  Indiana  Conference, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals ; 
also  the  petition  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Michi- 
gan-street, South  Bend,  on  boundaries ;  also  an  extract 
from  the  Journal  of  the  Conference  on  boundaries, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries. 


Mission    Com- 
mittee. 


Smoking  or 
chewing  To- 
bacco. 

Pacific  Chris- 
tian Advocate 
and  Book  De- 
pository. 


OREGON. 

George  Abernethy  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Conference  requesting  the  appointment  of  a  member  of 
the  Mission  Committee  on  tlie  Pacific  Coast,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

C.  C.  Stratton  presented  resolutions  of  the  Confer- 
ence on  the  subject  of  a  divi>ion  of  the  Conference, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bounda- 
ries ;  also  a  resolution  of  the  Conference  asking  that 
the  Discipline  be  so  changed  as  to  prohibit  the  recep- 
tion on  trial  of  any  preacher  who  is  in  the  habit  of 
smoking  or  chewing  tobacco ;  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

John  F.  Devore  presented  a  memorial  relating  to 
the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate  and  a  Book  Depos- 
itory, and  purchase  of  ground  for  a  Depository ;  also 
an  extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Conference  on  the 
subject  of  a  Book  Depository  at  Portland,  Oregon, 
and  they  Avere  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 
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JMay  9. 

PHILADELPHIA.  Eighth  Day. 

Philadelphia. 

S.  W.  Thomas  presented  a  memorial  from  Millers-  Boundaries. 
burgh  Station  against  a  change  of  boundary  ;  also  a 
renonstrance  from  jMillersburgh  Station  against  a 
chmge  of  boundary ;  also  a  remonstrance  against  a 
chmge  of  boundary  from  Shenandoah  Station,  signed 
b^  J.  R.  Bayle  and  thirty-four  others,  and  they  were 
re'erred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

PITTSBURGH.  PrrrsBUBGH. 

S.  H.  Nesbit  presented  resolutions  of  the  Conference  Episcopacy. 
3n  the  subject  of  Episcopacy,  and  they  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy. 

PROVIDENCE.  Peovidenok. 

M.  J.  Talbot  presented  the  action  of  the  Confer-  Boundaries, 
ence  on  boundaries  ;  also  a  resolution  of  Providence 
Preachers'  Meeting  on  boundaries  ;  also  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Hilliard  and  two  hundred  and  eighty 
others  favoring  a  change  of  boundaries  ;  also  the  pe- 
tition of  Ephraim  Cook  and  twenty-six  others  in  favor 
of  a  change  of  boundaries,  and  they  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

ROCK   RIVER.  Rock  Eivkb. 

Luke  Hitchcock  presented  the  memorial  of  I.  W.  Freedmen'sAid 
Wiley  and  seven  others,  asking  for  official  recognition 
by  the  General  Conference  of  the  Freedmen's  Aid 
Society,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Freedmen  ;  also  the  memorial  of  L.  H.  Bugbee  and 
others  on  Educational  Union,  and  it  was  referred  to  ^^*?^n*'°''' 
the  Committee  on  Education. 

SAINT   LOUIS.  Saint  Louis. 

A.  C.  George  presented  so  much  of  the  Journal  of   ^g^J^j^fj"*  *' 
the  Conference  as  relates  to  a  resident  Agent  at  St. 
Louis,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

W.  H.  Gillam  presented  a  preamble  and  resolutions  ■^^'"J,^*  ^^' 
of  the  Conference   in  relation  to  forming  an  Arkan- 
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Mivy  O. 

KiGHTH  Day. 


South     Oaro- 

UKA. 


South-east- 
ern Indiana. 


sas  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

SOUTH   CAROLINA. 

Alonzo  Webster  presented  a  petition  against  mak- 
ing invidious  distinctions  on  account  of  race  or  cobr 
in  elections  to  official  positions,  signed  by  W.  M'li- 
tosh  and  one  hundi-ed  and  sixty-nine  others ;  also  a 
memorial  on  the  same  subject,  signed  by  P.  Smith  aid 
one  hixndred  and  forty-eight  others,  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  ;  also  a  petition 
signed  by  E.  M.  Pinckney  and  one  hundred  and  nine- 
teen otliers,  asking  that  no  invidious  distinctions  on 
account  of  color  be  made  by  separate  Conferences,  or 
sittings,  or  elections  to  official  positions  ;  also  a  peti- 
tion on  the  same  subject,  signed  by  S.  Arthur  and 
one  hundred  and  seven  others  ;  and  they  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

SOUTH-EASTERX    INDIANA. 

S.  Tincher  presented  a  memorial  from'  Belleview 
Circuit,  signed  by  forty  persons,  relating  to  boimda- 
ries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound- 


SonTHERN    Il- 
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oore. 


Sunday-School 
Tune    and 
Song-  Book. 


Lavtnen  to  be 
Eligible  to 
Book  Agen- 
cies and  Edi- 
torships. 


Secret  Societies. 


SOUTHERN   ILLINOIS. 

Robert  Allyn  presented  the  appeal  of  J.  S.  Moore 
from  the  action  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Conference, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals  ;  also 
a  resolution  of  the  Conference  on  publishing  a  Sunday- 
School  Tune  and  Song  Book,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

E.  Callahan  ])resented  a  petition  of  himself  and 
othei-s,  to  so  change  sec.  6,  Part  Y,  of  the  Discipline, 
as  to  make  laymen  eligible  to  positions  as  Editors, 
Book  Agents,  and  members  of  the  Book  Committee, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

George  TT.  Hugliey  presented  the  petition  of  ,T.  B. 
Logan  and  thirty-fix  e  others ;  also  one  from  J.  31.  Live- 
sey  and  eighteen  others ;  also  of  Joseph  Barber  and  five 
others,  all  on  the  subject  of  Secret  Societies,  and  they 


District  Coiifer- 
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were  ?eferrecT  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the      ^ln,y  o. 

^,  I  Eighth  Day. 

Cliurch. 

John  Van  Cleve  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Min 
isterial  Convention   of  Olney  District  on  the  subject      ences. 
of  District  Conferences,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  Itinerancy, 


SOUTH-WEST   GERMAN.  Geuman. 

Pliilip  Kiilil  presented  the  petition  of  the  i-)reachers  ijoundniios. 
of  St.  Joseph's  District  against  a  division  of  tlie  Con- 
ference, signed  by  H.  Fiegenbauin  and  ten  others  ; 
also  the  preachers  of  Burlington  District,  in  favor  of 
a  division  of  Conference,  signed  by  F.  Stoffregen  and 
eighteen  otliers,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries ;  also  the  petition  of  the  preach- 
ers of  Quincy,  St.  Joseph,  St.  Louis,  Burlington,  and 
Belleville  Districts,  asking  for  larger  missionary  appro-  Larger  Mission- 

,  .      .  T  ,  .  ary      Appro- 

priations, so  tliat  more  missions  may  be  taiven  up  in      priations  de- 

the  Far  West,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Missions. 

William  Koeneke  presented  resolutions  of  the  Con-  Episcopacy. 

ference  in  reference  to  the  Episcopacy,  and  they  were 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy ;  also  the 

resolution   of  the    Conference   on  the  relation   of  our 

work  in  Foreign  Lands,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  ^  "jg'^j  Lauds""^" 

mittee  on  Itinerancy ;  also  action  of  the  Conference  in 

relation  to  an  Editor  of  Genera!  Sunday-School  Litera-  Editor  of  sun- 

.  dav-Scliool 

ture,  and  it  was  referi-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday-      Litomturf. 
Schools  and  Tracts. 


TENNESSEE.  iennessee. 

John  Braden  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Trus-  Freodmen's  Aid 
tees  of  the  Central  Tennessee  College  concerning  the 
Freedmen's  Aid  Society,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Freedmen. 


TROY.  Tkot. 

Homer  Eaton  presented  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  p,.es,dins  Eid- 
the  Conference  as  relates  to  the  Presiding  Eldership,      ership. 

and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  ;  insurance. 
also  an  extract  from   the  Journal  on  the  subject  of 
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Insurance,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Insurance. 

E.  Wentworth  presented  resolutions  of  tlie  Confer- 
ence on  the  subject  of  a  division  of  the  Missionary 
Society  into  Foreign  and  Domestic,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 


Upper  Iowa.  UPPER   IOWA. 

Boundaries.  Hiram  Pricc  presented  sundry  memorials  on  bound- 

aries, as  follows,  namely  :  of  W.  G.  Power  and  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  others ;  of  Emory  Miller  and 
the  Preachers'  Meeting  of  Davenport ;  of  W.  F.  King 
and  sixty  others,  of  Mount  Yernon ;  of  Thomas  Cole 
and  eight  others,  of  Colesburgh  ;  of  C.  H.  Hull  and 
nine  others,  of  Anamosa  ;  of  S.  J.  Kerr  and  five  others, 
of  Clarence  ;  of  A.  J.  Morehead  and  one  other,  of  Solon 
Circuit ;  of  T.  C.  Golden  and  sixteen  others,  of  Mount 
Vernon  ;  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Iowa  City 
Circuit ;  of  Iowa  District  Conference  ;  of  A.  B.  Ken- 
dig  and  fourteen  others,  of  Cedar  Kapids;  of  M.  A. 
Goodell  and  nine  others,  of  Walnut  Fork ;  of  A.  J. 
Wakefield  and  five  others,  of  Lincoln  Charge  ;  of  the 
Quarterly  Conference  of  Iowa  Falls  ;  of  J.  W.  Brown 
and  twelve  others,  all  against  any  change  of  boundary, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries. 

Boundaries.  Elias  Skinner  presented  a  memorial  from  Anamosa 

District  Convention,  from  Maquoketa  Circuit,  from 
Maqtioketa  Quarterly  Conference,  and  from  La  Motte 
Quarterly  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundanes. 

Boundaries.  A.   J.   Kynett   presented    remonstrances   apdnst  a 

change  of  boundaries,  signed  by  L.  Hartsougli  and 
fourteen  others;  also  of  Iowa  Sunday-School  Ci<nven- 
tion  against  any  change  of  boundaries. 

Boundaries.  R.  W.  Kcelcr  presented  so  much  of  tlie  Journals  of 

Conference  as  relates  to  Boundaries;  also  resokitions 
on  the  same  subject  from  Fairfax,  Farley,  Clinton, 
West  Union,  Buckingham,  Cresco,  St.ite  Center,  Ap- 
plington,  Shellsliurgh,  Hardin,  Brandon,  Union  Bridge, 
Tama  City,  Tipton,  Fayette,  West  Ir\ing,  Burr  Oak, 
Iowa  Falls,  Lowden  and  Wheatland,  Davenport,  John- 
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son,  Grundy  Center,  Iowa  City,  and  Camaucho,  and      -May  9. 
tbey  Were  all  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

D.  N,  Cooley   presented    remonstrances   against   a  Boundaries, 
change  of  boundary  from  the  Quarterly  Conference 
of  Main-street,  Dubuque,  and  also  from  Dubuque  Cir- 
cuit, and   they  were   referred  to  the   Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  from  John  Bowman  KiecUon  of Pro- 

^  ^  siding  Elders. 

and  two  others  on  election  of  Presiding  Elders,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re^dsals ;  al'so,  the 
action  of  the  Upper  Iowa  Lay  Electoral  Conference 
ai^ainst  the  quadrennial  election  of  Bishops,  and  it  Avas  Quadrennial 

,.  ,  r      ^  .  Ti    •  Election      of 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy.  Bishops. 

WEST   WISCONSIN.  Wi;sr  Wisco.v- 

SIN. 

T.  M.  Fullerton  presented  so  much  of  the  Joui'nal  Bishops, 
as  relates  to  the  General  Superintendency,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy ;  also,  so  much 
of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  Presiding  Elder  ques-  '^''^^''^  ^''*' 
tion,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

A.  Brunson  presented  extracts  fiom  the  Journal  of   Boundaries. 
Conference  on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


K        Months' 
Probation. 


WYOMING. 

Reuben  Nelson  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Wy 
oming  Conference  on  changing  the  Discipline  in  re 
gard  to  six  months'  probation  in  order  to  membership, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

The  roll  of  Conferences  was  then  called  for  the  pres-  Pvesoiutionsami 

„   T-,         ,       .  T     ^r-         11  T)       •  Miscellaneous 

entation  of  Kesohitions   and  Miscellaneous   Business,      Busmess. 
and  they  were  presented  and  referred  as  follows: 

CALIFORNIA.  C.vlipoknia. 

W.  J.  Maclay  presented  the  following  resolution,  Maciay  on  siav- 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  and  hereby  are  in- 
structed to  report  on  the  propriety  of  omitting  from  the  Discipline 
the  chapter  on  Slavery. 

CENTRAL   ILLINOIS.  ^l^.*''  ^''"' 

F.  M.  Chaffee  offered  the  following  resolution,  and      o'f  Minist^ria*! 

it  was  refeiTcd  to  tlie  Committee  on  Revisals :  reslnutiwi?' 
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jMay  O.  Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Rpvisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 

SiGUTH  Pay.  into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  the  ratio  of  representation  in  the 
General  Conft-rence  that  the  ratio  of  Mini.sttrial  representation  sli;ill 
be  one  for  every  forty-five  members  of  the  Annual  Conference,  and 
the  ratio  of  Larj  representation  shall  be  one  for  every  ten  thousand 
members  of  the  Church  in  full  connection,  yet  so  as  that  no  Annual 
Conference  shall  be  without  one  Ministerial  and  one  Lay  delegate  in 
the  General  Conference. 


Cliaffee:  Week- 
ly Sunday- 
School  Advo- 
cate. 


Also  the  following,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  publishing  the  "  Sunday-School 
Advocate  "  weekly,  and  at  the  lowest  possible  price. 


Cksteal  Ohio. 

Ill-port  of  the 
Commission- 
ers on  Con- 
nectional 
Buildings  in 
New  York. 


Charter  of  Mis 
sionary  Soci 
ety  changed. 


Lawrence  on 
appointment 
of  Legal  Ad- 
visers in  each 
State. 


CENTRAL    OHIO. 

"W.  L.  Harris  presented  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sion appointed  by  the  last  General  Conference  to  pur- 
chase or  erect  suitable  buildings  for  the  Book  Concern, 
Missionary  Society,  and  otiiier  Conuectional  Institu- 
tions of  the  Church  in  tiie  city  of  Xe\^  York,  and  so 
much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  Book  Conrui-n  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  and 
so  much  as  relates  to  the  Missionary  Society  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Missions.  [For  lu-p^rt, 
see  Apjyendix  60.] 

He  also  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  last  General  Conference  to  procure 
from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  cer- 
tain amendments  to  the  Charter  of  the  Missionary 
Society,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Couimittci.'  on 
Missions. 

William  Lawrence  presented  the  folloAving  resolu- 
tion, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Church 
Extension: 


Resolved.  That  the  Bishops  present  at  this  Conference  shall  be 
and  are  required  to  appoint  in  each  State  and  Territory  of  the 
United  States  and  in  the  District  of  Columbia  one  person  learned 
in  the  law,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  furnish  gratuitously  to  some 
Bishop  a  form  of  deed  of  conveyance  for  Church  lots,  parsonages, 
cemeteries,  and  other  properly,  and  forms  of  mortgages  and  bequests, 
witii  such  written  suggestions  in  relation  thereto  as  may  be  deemed 
advisable ;  and  the  Bishop  to  whom  such  forms  and  suggestions 
may  be  furnished  shall,  if  he  approve,  publish  the  same  in  such 
mode  as  he  may  deem  advisable ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
such  advice  as  may  be  necessary  in  relation  to  the  tenure  of  Church 
property,  the  senior  Bishop  shall  from  time  to  time  fill  any  vacancy 
which  may  occur  in  any  State,  Territory,  or  in  the  District  of 
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Columbia,  in  the  legal  advisers  so  appointed,  and  it  shall  be  the       IMay  O. 
duty  of  such  legal  advisers  to  report  to  some  Bishop  from  time  to     Eighth  Day. 
time  any  changes  made  necessary  by  changes  of  laws  in  relation  to 
the  tenure  of  Church  property. 

He  also  submitted  the  followiiifr,  which  was  referred   La^yrence  on  a 

.  ^'  Code  of   Ec- 

to  the  Committee  on  itineraucy  :  ciesiasticai 

Jurispru- 
Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  present  at  this  Conference  be  and  are  Procedure""^ 
required  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  persons  learned  in  the 
law,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  gratuitously  a  succinct  code 
of  Ecclesiastical  Jurisprudence  and  Procedure,  embracing  the  legal 
principles  applicable  to  Church  trials,  and  which,  when  approved 
by  a  majority  of  the  Bishops,  shall  be  deemed  authoritative,  and 
shall  be  published  as  said  Bishops  may  direct. 

Alexander  Harmomit  presented  the  following  reso-  Harmount  on 
lution,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itin-  a^Bi?hop!*  "^ 
erancy : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriet)'  of  changing  the  Discipline  on  page 
90,  chap,  ii,  sec.  13,  quest.  3,  "What  are  the  duties  of  a  Bishop?" 
to  read: 

Ans.  1.  To  preside  in  our  Conferences. 

Ans.  2.  To  form  districts,  with  the  consent  and  advice  of  the 
Presiding  Elders,  who,  with  the  Bishop,  shall  constitute  a  cabinet, 
and  the  Presiding  Elder  shall  be  co-ordinate  with  the  Bishop  in 
fixing  the  appointments  of  tlie  preacliers,  which  appointments  shall 
be  fixed  in  the  cabinet  by  vote ;  but  in  case  of  a  tie  the  Bishop  shall 
have  the  casting  vote ;  provided,  they  shall  not  allow  any  preacher 
to  remain  in  the  same  station  or  circuit  more  than  three  years 
successively. 


He  also  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  changing  the  Discipline  on  page 
92,  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  sec.  13,  quest.  4,  so  as  to  read : 

"Whenever  a  Bishop  shall  be  superannuated  by  the  General  Con- 
ference, or  shall  cease  to  travel  with  the  consent  of  the  Couference, 
or  resign  his  office  as  Bishop,  he  shall  be  a  member  of  the  .'innual 
Conference  to  which  he  belonged  at  the  time  of  his  election  to  the 
office  of  Bisliop;  and  when  any  Bishop  shall  die  leaving  a  wife,  or 
wife  and  children,  such  widow  and  children  shall  be  claimant.^  on 
the  funds  of  the  Annual  Conference  of  which  the  Bishop  had  lieeu 
a  member  before  being  elected  to  the  office  of  Bishop.  And  if  lie 
cease  from  traveling  without  the  consent  of  the  General  Conference, 
he  shall  not  thereafter  exercise  the  office  of  General  Superintendent 
in  our  Churcli. 

Quest.  5.  What  shall  be  done  when  there  is  no  Bishop  to  travel 
at  large  ?  to  read : 

What  shall  be  done  when  there  is  no  General  Superintendent  to 
travel  at  large  ? 

Ans.  In  case  there  be  no  General  Superintendent  to  travel 
through  the  districts  and  exercise  a  general  supervision,  on  account 
of  death  or  otherwise,  the  districts  shall  be  regulated  in  every 
respect  by  the  Annual  Conferences  and  the  Presiding  Elders  in  the 


Harmount  on 
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:iVi:n.y  9.       interval  of  General  Conference,  and  the  Annual  Conferences  shall 
EiGiiTu  Day.     have  authority  to  appoint  three  Elders  to  perform  the  ordination  of 
Deacons  and  Elders. 


Roberts  on 

Official  Meet- 
ings, etc. 


S.  L.  Koberts  submitted  the  following  vesolutions, 
which  were  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved.,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  rec- 
ommend tliat  the  Disciphne,  Part  II,  sec.  17,  page  100,  be  amended 
by  striking  out  all  in  regard  to  Leaders  and  Stewards'  Meetings,  and 
substituting  therefor  OfBcial  Meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  the 
Charge,  of  which  the  preacher  in  clinrge  shall  be  chairman,  (and  in 
his  absence  the  junior  preacher,)  to  be  held  as  often  as  may  be 
necessary. 

The  Official  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  composed  of  all  mem- 
bers of  tlie  Quarterly  Conference  in  the  Societ}^  and  pursue  the 
order  of  business  for  Leaders  and  Stewards'  meetings,  ans.  S,  page 
100  of  the  Discipline,  abating  the  seventh  item  in  said  order. 

The  Official  Meeting  of  tlie  charge  sliall  be  composed  of  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Quarterly  Contt  rence. 

1.  To  accept  the  report  of  the  "  Estimating  Committee  "  on  Pas- 
tors' salary,  and  apportion  the  same  to  the  different  Societies,  sub- 
ject to  the  action  of  the  Quarterly  Conference. 

2.  To  recommend  suitable  persons  for  license  to  exhort  and 
preach. 

3.  To  attend  to  miscellaneous  business. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  rec- 
ommend that  there  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline  a  preliminary  course 
of  study  for  applicants  for  license  to  preach  and  candidates  for 
recommendation  to  the  Annual  Conference  for  admission  into  the 
traveling  connection  and  for  ordination,  including:  1.  English  G-ram- 
mar;  l'.  Disciphne  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  3.  Bible  Doc- 
trines; 4.  Bible  Sacraments:  their  nature,  design,  and  obligation. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to 
recommend  that  the  fourth  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  each 
pastoral  charge  shall  elect  two  laymen,  who,  with  the  preacher  in 
charge  as  chairman,  shall  constitute  a  Committee,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  examine  all  applicants  on  the  course  of  study  and  report 
to  the  Quarterly  Conference. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to 
recommend  that  the  Discipline  on  pnges  57  and  58,  Part  II,  sec.  3, 
and  on  pages  110  and  111,  Part  II,  sec.  19,  be  changed  so  as  to 
read,  "Nor  shall  anyone  be  licensed  to  preach,  or  recommended 
to  the  Annual  Conference  to  travel  or  lor  ordination,  without  first 
being  examined  by  the  Couimittee  on  the  course  of  study,  and  in 
the  Quarterly  Conference  by  the  Presiding  Elder  on  a  divine  call  to 
the  ministry. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  rec- 
ommend that  the  Discipline  be  amended.  Part  II,  sec.  iii,  answer 
to  quest.  1,  on  page  56,  so  as  to  constitute  Trustees  of  Parson- 
ages members  of  Quarterly  Conference  on  tlie  same  conditions  as 
Trustees  of  Churches. 


Central  Penn- 
sylvania. 

M'Murray  on 
tho  manner 
of  adjitstin^ 
Boun<lario.s  in 
certain  cases. 


CENTRAL   PENNSYLVANIA. 

J.  S.  M'Murray  presented  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  and  are  hereby 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting  a  resolution, 
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to  be  inserted  in  the  Appendix  to  tlie  Discipline,  providing  tliat 
whenever  a  conflict  arises  on  a  question  of  boundary  between  two 
or  more  pastoral  charges,  which  cannot  be  settled  by  the  parties 
themselves,  in  any  such  case  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  each 
charge  shall  appoint  a  Committee  of  not  more  than  three,  and  these, 
with  the  pastors  of  said  charges  and  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Dis- 
trict, shall  have  authority  to  adjust  and  determine  the  question  at 


IVIay  O. 

Eighth  Day. 


He  also  submitted  the  followino-  resolution,  which  M'Murray    on 

.  ?-,       •      1  Withdrawals. 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals : 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  striking  out  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Discipline  resolution 
"46,"' page  337,  headed  "Withdrawals,"  for  the  reason  that  it  is 
seLf-conlradictory,  and,  in  so  far  as  it  can  liave  any  legal  effect,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  Fifth  Restrictive  Rule,  which  gives  to  all  our  mem- 
bers the  rights  of  trial  and  appeal. 

Samuel  Barnes  offered  the  following  resolutions,  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals :    ■ 

Ji&solved,  That  the  Oommittee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline.  Part  I, 
chap,  iii,  sec.  2,  ans.  4,  page  45,  that  it  shall  read  as  follows  : 

Ans.  4.  Should  it  be  desired,  let  the  Quarterly  Conference 
appoint  aunually  a  Committee,  m  each  congregation,  of  tiiree  or 
more,  (of  which  the  preacher  in  charge  shall  be  a  member  and 
chairman,)  who  shall  regulate  all  matters  pertaining  to  this  part  of 
Divine  worship,  whether  such  matters  relate  either  to  singing  or 
the  use  of  musical  instruments.  Said  Committee  shall  be  respon- 
sible to  the  Quarterly  Conference,  which  shall  have  original  and 
final  jurisdiction. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  language  of  the 
Discipline  in  the  formula  for  baptizing  children.  Part  IV,  chap. 
i,  line  3,  page  139,  that  instead  of  the  Scripture  quotation  now 
tliere,  to  wit;  "  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit," 
it  shall  read,  "  Except  a  man  be  born  again."  Said  first  quotation, 
as  it  now  stands,  carrying  the  idea  to  many  minds  that  for  chil- 
dren unbaptized  with  water  there  is  no  salvation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline  in  regard 
to  Trustees,  Part  VI,  chap,  iii,  sec.  ii,  ans.  2,  page  281,  that  the 
first  three  lines  of  answer  4,  same  page,  shall  be  appended  to  an- 
swer 2,  so  that  answer  2  shall  then  read  as  follows: 

Ans.  2.  "In  aU  cases  where  the  law  of  the  State  or  Territory 
requires  a  specified  mode  of  election,  tiiat  mode  shall  be  observed  ; 
and  where  an  option  is  given  between  two  or  more  specified 
modes,  eitlier  of  such  modes  may  be  observed." 

Also,  so  that  the  fourth  answer,  same  page,  shall  read  as  follows: 

Ans.  4.  "All  the  foregoing  provisions  shall  apply,"  etc.,  (the 
remaining  part  of  answer  as  now.) 

Also,  after  the  word  "  Board,"  first  line,  answer  6,  same  chapter, 
insert  the  words,  "  or  Boards,"  so  that  it  shall  read,  "  The  Board  or 
Boards  of  Trustees,"  etc. 

Also,  insert  in  said  chapter,  as  answer  6,  (the  present  answer 
6  becoming  answer  7  in  that  case,)  the  following: 

Ans.  6.  When  any  Society  shall  esteem  it  expedient  to  obtain 
a  charter  for   their  Church   property,   said  charter   shall   be   so 
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]May  9.       framed,  as  to  the  manner  of  electing  and  keeping  np  tlie  succession 
Eighth  Day.     in  the  IJoard  of  Trustees,  as  to  be  conformable  to  the  provisions  of 
this  chapter. 


CiNCIN'NATI. 

Wcftkley  on  su- 
per.iunuating 
nnd  retu-ing 
Bishohs. 


Wenkley  on 
election  of 
Assistant  Ed- 
itors. 


CINCINNATI. 

John  W.  Weakley  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Epis- 
copacy : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  superannuating  and  retiring  our  Bishops, 
when  they  become  disqualified  for  the  discharge  of  their  episcopal 
duties,  to  the  Conference  of  which  they  were  members  when 
elected. 

He  also  offered  the  following,  Avhich  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  report 
such  change  in  the  Discipline  as  shall  provide  for  the  election  of 
Assistant  Editors  by  the  General  Conference. 


Young  on  elec- 
tion of  Col- 
ored: 


DELAWARE. 

Nathan  Young  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
)acy  : 

Wliei-eas,  "We,  the  members  of  the  Delaware  Conference,  having 
been  pleased  to  continue  in  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
many  years  amid  trials  and  persecutions,  believing  that  the  good 
Lord  was  on  our  side,  and  that  onr  white  Bishops  and  white  breth- 
ren would  do  what  they  could  in  our  elevation ;  and, 

Whereas,  They  have  taken  great  interest  iu  making  arrange- 
ment for  our  education  since  the  Emancipation  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  This  General  Conference  now  in  session  in  Brooklyn, 

N.  Y.,  in  electing  Bishops  will  please  elect  one  or  more  of  color,  as 

we  feel  sure  that  it  will  redound  greatly  to  the  interests  of  our  peo- 

■*  pie,   both  spiritually  and  temporally.     The  preachers  and  all  the 

congregations  of  the  Conference  desire  it. 

Young  on  Col-       He  also  offered  the  following,  which  was  referred  to 

ored    Confer-      ,       /-,  ■   ^  t^- 

ences.  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy : 

Whereas,  We,  the  members  of  the  Delaware  Annual  Conference, 
having  been  organized  nearly  eight  years,  finding  our  present  sys- 
tem to  work  well ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  We  desire  no  change  iu  the  Itinerancy. 


Young  on  omit- 
inglliewc 
■  Colored." 


He  also  submitted  the  following,  which  was  referred. 


Whereas,  We,  the  members  of  the  Delaware  Conference,  being 
admitted  in  the  General  Conference  witliout  distinction  of  color; 
therefore. 

Resolved,  In  the  revisal  of  the  Discipline  the  word  '"  colored  "  be 
omitted. 
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DES   MOINES. 

Bennett  Mitchell   offered  the  following  resolution, 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  striking  out  the  word  "men"  in  the 
first  answer,  Part  II,  eiiap.  iii,  page  115,  of  the  DiseipHiie,  and  in- 
serting the  word  "  persons  ;  "  also  of  striking  out  the  word  "  male  " 
in  first  answer,  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  sec.  3,  page  56,  of  the  Discipline. 


IVIay  S>. 

Eighth  Day. 

Deb  Moines. 

Mitchell  on 
striking-  out 
the  won! 

"  male "  nnd 
inserting  the 
word  •'  per- 
sons." 


DETROIT.  UETKOIT. 

L.  R.  Fisk  offered  the  followins:  resolutions,  which  ^\  .K-  Fisk  on 

^  .  higher  educar 

were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education  :  tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  first  part  of  sec.  1,  Part  V,  of  the  Book  of  Dis- 
cipline, up  to  and  including  Hne  five  of  page  237 — said  section  relat- 
ing to  education — be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

Quest.  How  shall  the  Church  provide  for  the  higher  education 
other  youth? 

Ans.  1.  It  is  recommended  thai,  wherever  occasion  exist,  Con- 
ference academies  or  seminaries  be  established,  but  in  no  case  to 
exceed  one  for  each  Conference,  and  tliat  such  institutions  confine 
themselves  to  their  legitimate  sphere  of  duties. 

Ans.  2.  It  is  also  recommended  that,  as  a  general  thing,  not 
less  than  six  Conferences  unite  fn  the  support  of  a  college  or  uni- 
versity, and  the  Conferences  are  earnestly  advised  not  to  multiply 
schools,  especially  this  higher  grade,  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
people  or  their  ability  to  sustain  them. 

Ans.  3.  All  these  schools  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  beneficiary 
institutions.  The  academy  and  college  must  be  furnished  not  only 
with  buildings  and  apparatus,  libraries,  and  other  material  for  in- 
structiou,  by  the  benevolence  of  the  Church,  but,  in  addition  to 
these,  such  endowments  as  shall  yield  a  regular  income  sufficient  to 
meet  their  current  expenses. 

Kesolced,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Education  be  requested  to 
consider  the  subject  of  devising  a  plan  to  secure  a  uniform  grade 
of  scholarship  in  the  several  colleges  under  the  supervision  of  our 
Church. 

Resolved,  2.  That  they  be  requested  to  present,  if  practicable, 
some  plan  to  prevent  the  increase  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Church 
and  the  means  of  endowment  of  tiie  number  of  institutions  of 
learning  under  our  care,  and  also  to  prevent  their  being  crowded 
together  to  such  an  extent  as  to  interfere  witli  their  success. 

Resolved,  3.  That  they  be  requested  to  present  tlieir  views  on  the 
propriety,  in  the  future,  of  confining  tlie  right  to  confer  theological 
degrees — sucli  as  tlie  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity — to  Theological 
Seminaries,  and  these  only  to  be  granted  on  satisfactory  examination. 


ERIE. 

John  Graham  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Re.solved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  making  our  Sunday-School  Su- 
perintendents elective  by  the  Quarterly  Conferences. 
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IMay  O. 

£i«HTii  Day. 
Cftruthers  on 
Kepresenta- 
tive  Quarter- 
ly Confer- 
ences. 


Bishops. 


Bishops. 


Preacher 
trial. 


R.  A.  Caruthers  submitled  tlie  following  resolutions, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Whereas,  The  Lay  Delegates  in  tlie  General  Conference  are  chosen 
by  a  college  of  Lajnnen  appointed  by  tlie  Quarterly  Conference ;  and, 

Whereas,  the  Quiirterly  Conference  itself  is  made  np  largely  by 
the  patronage  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  and  on  that  account  just 
so  far  failiug  to  be  a  bona  fide  Lay  Representation;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
qnire  into  the  propriety  of  stril<ing  out  from  the  Discipline,  Part  II, 
chap,  ii,  sec.  3,  page  56,  the  following  answer  to  quest.  1. 

''  Of  all  the  Traveling  and  Local  Preachers.  Exhorters,  Stew- 
ards, Class-leaders,  and  Trustees  of  the  Churciies  in  the  Circuit  or 
Station,  and  the  first  male  SupcFiuteniient  of  our  Sunday-schools, 
said  Trustees  and  Superintendents  being  members  of  our  Church, 
and  approved  by  the  Quarterly  Conference,"  and  inserting  in  ita 
stead  the  following  words  in  answer  to  the  question — 

'•Of  whom  shaUthe  Quarterly  Conference  be  composed?"    Towit: 

Am.  Of  all  tlie  Travehng  Preachers  and  of  all  ihe  members  of 
the  Church  in  the  Circuit  or  Station  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  ■ 
or,  wheu  the  membership  may  be  deemed  too  large,  such  a  number 
of  tliem  as  may  be  agreed  upon:  Provided,  that  ail  tlie  several 
appointments  on  the  Circuit  shall  have  an  equal  pro  rata  represent- 
ation, and  in  no  case  shall  the  members  of  the  Quarterly  Conference 
be  less  than  one  fourth  of  the  entire  membership  of  the  Cir- 
cuit or  Station:  Provided,  also,  that  the  members  present  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed  for  iiolding  the  Quarterly  Conference  shall 
constitute  a  quorum.  • 

Quest.  How  sliall  the  members  of  a  representative  Quarterly  Con- 
ference be  chosen  ? 

Ans.  They  shall  be  chosen  at  the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference  of 
each  year  by  the  whole  number  of  tlie  Society  over  twenty-one 
3'ears  of  age  who  may  be  present  and  vote;  such  voting  may  be 
done  in  whatever  manner  each  several  society  may  direct. 

Resolved,  Tlvcki  the  Comniittee  on  Revisals  be  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  inserting  in  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  ii, 
sec.  13,  page  93,  tiie  following  question  and  answer: 

Quest.  What  shall  be  done  when  a  Bishop,  b}-  reason  of  age  or  in- 
firmity, is  no  longer  able  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  ofhceV 

Ans.  Let  the  General  Conference,  upon  tlie  reconimer.dation  of 
the  Committee  on  Ejiiscopac}',  who  shall  have  inquired  into  the 
case,  grant  him  a  superannuated  relation,  and  the  committee  wliose 
duty  it  is  to  estimate  the  claims  of  the  efi'ective  Bishops  shall  pro- 
vide for  his  support. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  directed  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  inserting  in  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  sec.  13, 
page  9;i,  the  Ibllowing  question  and  answer,  to  follow  quest.  4. 

Quest.  5.  What  shall  be  done  when  a  Bishop  is  accused  of  being 
so  unacceptable,  inefficieut,  or  secular  as  to  be  no  longer  useful  in 
his  work  ? 

Ans.  The  General  Conference  sliall  investigate  the  case,  and  if  it 
appear  that  the  complaiui.  is  well  founded,  and  tlie  accused  will  not 
voluntarily  retire,  tlie  Conference  may  discontinue  liini  without  liia 
consent. 

Resolvad,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  strii<ing  out  from  the  Discipline,  Part  III, 
sec.  3,  page  12-1,  the  following  words: 

"  A  Preaclier  on  trial  who  may  be  accused  of  crime  shall  be  ac- 
countable to  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  circuit  on  which  he 
travels.     The  Presiding  Elder  shall  call  a  committee  of  three  Local 
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Preachers,  who  may  suspend  hun  ;  and  the  Qunrterly  Conference 
may  expel  him  ;  nevertheless,  he  shall  liave  a  right  to  an  appeal  to 
the  next  Annual  Conference  " — 

And  inserting  in  their  stead  the  following  words: 
"When  a  Preacher  on  trial  is  accused  of  crime,  the  Presiding 
Elder  shall  call  a  committee  of  not  less  than  five  Local  Preachers 
from  his  own,  or,  in  case  of  necessitj',  adjoining  districts,  who  shall 
try  tlie  case,  the  accused  having  the  right  to  cliallenge  for  cause, 
with  power  to  acquit,  suspend,  or  expel  the  person  so  tried ;  never- 
theless, the  accused  shall  have  a  right  to  an  appeal  to  the  next 
Annual  Conference. 


Miay  9. 

Eighth  Dat. 


R.  H.  Hurlburt  oiFered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  so  changing  the  Discipline  as  to  authorize  all 
traveling  preachers  to  solemnize  matrimony,  without  regard  to 
ordination. 


;.  H.  Hurlburt 
on  Solemni- 
zation of  Mat- 
rimony. 


GERMANY  AND   SWITZERLAND. 

L.  S.  Jacoby  presented  the  following  address  from 
the  Conference,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy: 

To  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Session  in  JBrooJdyn,  New  York,  May,  1872: 
Deak  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  As  we  have  heard  through  vari- 
ous journals  of  our  Church  that  there  are  those  desirous  of  giving 
the  Foreign  Missions  a  position  independent  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence, and  that  they  have  exposed  this  view  especially  of  our  Mis- 
sion in  Germany  and  Switzerland,  that  such  a  relation  is  necessary 
for  its  future  prosperity;  and  as  we  are,  further,  convinced  that 
our  necessities  and  the  coudition  of  our  people  and  country  are  such 
as  to  render  the  most  ultimate  connection  witli  the  Mother  Church, 
as  weU  because  of  the  general  moral  influence  as  of  the  financial 
aid,  a  vital  question  with  us,  we,  the  Annual  Mission  Conference 
of  Germany  and  Switzerland  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
adopt  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Thai;  this  plan  can  only  result  from  a  very  defective  acquaint- 
ance with  our  work,  and  that  we  as  a  Conference  have  no  sym- 
pathy with  it. 

2.  That  we  earnestly  request  the  General  Conference, 

(L)  To  refrain  from  any  measure  by  which  the  bond  between  us 
and  the  Mother  Churcli  can  be  weakened. 

(2.)  To  provide  that  one  of  the  Bishops  reside  a  longer  or  shorter 
time  in  Europe  in  order  that  he,  and  through  him  the  Mother 
Church,  become  satisfactorily  acquainted  with  the  necessities  and 
condition  of  the  European  work  in  all  its  branches,  by  personal 
observation. 

In  the  name  of  the  Annual  Mission  Conference  of  Germany  and 
Switzerland  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

L.  S.  Jacoby,  President. 
R.  Gebhardt,  Secretary. 
Fbankfort-on-tiie-Main,  ) 
Germany,  June,  1871.     ) 


Germany   aud 

SwrrZERLAND. 

Address  from 
the  Confer- 
ence. 


132 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


[1872. 


]VEay  9. 

Eighth  Day. 
Illinois. 


ILLINOIS. 


W.  S.  Prentice  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
^teriaiKepre-  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy : 

sentation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  propriety  of  fixing  tlie  ratio  for  Ministerial 
Represent.ition  to  the  next  General  Conference  at  one  representa- 
tive to  every  forty-five  members  of  the  Annual  Conferences. 


Indiana. 


INDIANA. 


Hightonreceiv-       John  J.   HiMit   offered   the   following   resolutions, 

ing-  Preachers        ,  .    ,  ?         -,  ^       r~\  •  t»       •      i 

from     other  which  Were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals : 

Churches,  etc. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  llevisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  ii, 
sec.  12.  aiis.  1,  on  page  87.  by  striking  out  the  words:  "According 
to  such  credentials,  by  giving  satisfaction  to  an  Annual  or  Quarterly 
Conference  of  tlieir  literary  qualifications,  and  of  their  -willingness 
to  conform  to  our  Church  governmeut  and  usages,"  and  inserting 
"  According  to  their  credentials,  if  unordained  by  a  Quarterly  Con- 
ference as  local  preachers,  and  if  ordained  by  an  Annual  Conference 
either  as  local  or  itinerant,  by  giving  satisfaction  to  the  Conference 
of  their  literary  qualifications,  and  their  vsillingness  to  conform  to 
our  Church  government  and  usages;  but  in  the  interim  of  the  An- 
nual Conference  a  Presiding  Elder  may  receive  the  papers  of  an 
ordained  minister,  who  will  be  considered  in  the  watch-care  of  our 
Church  until  the  Annual  Conference  shall  decide  upon  his  ca.se ; " 
and  in  answer  2  on  the  same  page  by  inserting  in  line  four  of 
the  answer  the  word  "hcentiates"  after  the  word  "as;  "  and  in  the 
same  section,  on  page  88,  by  inserting  in  line  six  of  the  certificate, 
after  the  word  "  Elder,"  the  words  "or  hcensed  preacher." 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revis^als  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  I,  chap,  iii,  by 
adding 

"SECTION   IV. 


SyBtematic  Be- 
neficence. 


"  Systematic  Beneficence. 

"  Quest  Are  there  any  general  directions  to  be  given  in  reference 
to  the  duty  of  giving  for  benevolent  purposes? 

"J.WS.  1.  Let  all  "our  ministers  preach  at  least  once  a  year  on 
systematic  beneficence,  and  let  great  diligence  be  used  to  circulate 
our  excellent  publications  on  this  subject;  and  we  urge  our  people 
every-where  to  consider  prayerfully  what  should  be  the  measure 
and  method  of  their  giving. 

'■'Alls.  2.  While  the  amount  to  be  given  must  in  each  case  be 
finally  determined  by  the  judgment  of  the  individual,  and  all  con- 
tributions should  be  free-will  offerings,  we  would  urge  all  our  min- 
isters and  people  to  adopt,  each  for  himself,  some  plan  of  systematic 
beneficence,  by  which  he  shall  give  to  God  at  least  one  tenth  of  hia 


discontinuing  J . 

the    Mission-         ■■ 

ary  Advocate.    Wi 


T.    Simmons 


IOWA, 
offered    the 


following   resolution. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  requested  to  inquire  IMay  9. 
into  tlie  propriety  of  discontinuing  the  publication  of  the  Mission-  Eighth  Day. 
ary  Advocate. 

E.  H.  Waring  submitted  the  followinar  resolutions,  Wanng  on  Ei- 

°  ^  pulsioE,  etc. 

which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  amending  the 
Discipline,  Part  III,  chap,  i,  sec.  2,  ans.  1  to  quest.  1,  page  120,  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "determined,"  the  words  "and  if,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Conference,  the  accu.s;ed  be  guilty,  lie  shall  be  ex- 
pelled; "  so  that  it  shall  read  thus  :  •'  If  tlie  person  be  clearly  con- 
victed, he  shall  be  suspended  from  all  ministerial  services  and 
Church  privileges  until  the  ensuing  Annual  Conference,  at  which 
his  case  shall  be  fully  coi  sidered  and  determined;  and  if,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Conference,  the  accused  be  guilty,  he  shall  be 
expelled." 

Re-tolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal^  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline,  Part  II.  chap,  i, 
sec.  3,  page  56,  answer  to  quest.  3,  as  that  it  sliall  read  as  follows : 

Quest.  3.  How  shall  the  Minutes  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  be    Minutes  of 
kept?  Quarterly 

Ans.  By  the  Recording  Steward,  and  in  his  absence  by  a  Secre- 
tary to  be  appointed  by  the  Quarterly  Conference. 


Conference. 


W.  F.  Cowles  submitted  the  followinar  resolution,  Cowies  on  Eiec- 

.                    ®                             '  tionofPresid- 

and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itmerancy:  ing  Eiders 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Annual  Conferences  to 
elect  their  Presiding  Elders  by  ballot  without  debate. 

He  also  submitted  the  followinsr  resolutions,  which  CowiesonEpis- 

~                              '  copal        i)ifl- 

were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy;  tricts, etc. 


1.  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  requested  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  dividing  the  Church  into  not  less  than 
nine,  nor  more  than  fifteen.  Episcopal  Districts. 

Resolved,  2.  That  a  Bishop,  or  Superintendent,  be  elected  for 
each  district,  who  shall  reside  within  the  bounds  of  the  same,  and 
have  the  oversigiit  thereof,  until  the  next  General  Conference,  with 
the  privilege  of  interchanging  in  the  holding  of  Conferences,  or,  in 
cases  of  special  administration,  where  the  interests  of  the  Church 
might  seem  to  require  it. 

Resolved,  3.  That  a  reserve  Bishop,  or  Superintendent,  for  each 
district  be  elected  to  take  charge  of  the  work  in  case  of  removal, 
sickness,  or  other  disal)ility  on  the  part  of  the  Bishop. 

Retiolved,  4.  That  the  Bisliops  receive  their  support  from  the 
contributions  of  the  Church  in  their  respective  districts. 

Resolved,  5.  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  requested  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline  as  to  au- 
thorize the  Bishops  to  make  the  appointments  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Presiding  Elders,  or  a  majority  of  them. 

KENTUCKY. 
H.  D.  Rice  offered  the  following  resolutions,  and  they  Ejce  on  Presid 


referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy 


ing  Eldership, 
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M:ay  O. 

Eighth  Day. 


Basis  of  repre- 
sentation in 
General  Con- 
ference. 


Resolved,  1.  Tliat  the  Committee  o\\  Itinerancy  are  hereby  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  requiring' Prcsidiiin:  Elders 
to  liold  semi-annual  meetings  instead  of  quarterly  meetings  ;  and  if 
this  change  be  not  expedient,  to  consider  whetlier  any,  and  if  any, 
vliat  changes  are  required  in  tlie  relations  of  the  Presiding  Elder- 
ship to  the  general  interests  of  the  Itinerancy. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  and  are  hereby 
requested  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  substituting  forty-five  for 
thirty  as  the  basis  of  representation  in  the  General  Conference. 


Stevenson 
receiving 
Members. 


Daniel  Stevenson  presented  tlie  following;  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  exam- 
ine the  "  Form  for  Receiving  Persons  into  the  Church  after  Proba- 
tion," and  see  whether,  in  all  its  questions  and  answers,  it  har- 
monizes with  the  ideas  and  spiiit  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  if  it  does  not,  to  make  it  do  so. 


Muir  on  Educa- 
tion. 


LEXINGTON. 

"Willis  Mi;ir  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Education  : 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Education  shall  inquire  into  the 
expediency  and  propriety  of  establishing  a  school  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Lexington  Conference  for  the  benefit  of  such  young  men  as 
wish  to  enter  the  ministry,  or  so  arrange  the  boundary  line  as  to 
situate  Central  Tennessee  College  at  Nashville  within  said  Con- 
ference. 

TayioronFreed-       N.  W.  Tavlor  offered  the  following  preamble  and 

men's  Aid  So-  .      .  -,    .^  ^  t  i       /-. 

ciety.  resolutions,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Freedmen  : 

Whereas,  The  Freedmen's  Aid  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  is  the  only  present  means  of  educating  the  colored  peo- 
ple South  ;  and, 

Wliereas,  The  interest  of  the  Church  requires  the  permanent  es- 
tablishment of  a  General  Educational  Society  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  are  thankful  for  and  sensible  of  the  assist- 
ance rendered  us  by  tlie  Society,  and  earnestly  request  its  continu- 
ance for  the  ensiling  qnadrennium. 

Resolved,  2.  That  all  property  bought  hereafter  by  said  Society 
shall  be  deeded  to  the  Educational  Society  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 


MICHIGAN. 


R.  Sapp  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 


app  on  Boards 
of         Retire-  n  ^  ^        r^  ■  t   • 

ment.  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriet}-  of  providing  for  a  Board  of  Retirement  in 
connection  with  each  Annual  Conference,  to  wliich  shall  be  referred 
for  examination  and  action  all  cases  of  jocrsons  desiring  the  super- 
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anriuate  or  supernumerary  relations,  and  of  all  such  other  cases  as  IMay  O- 
the  Bishops  may  desire  to  refer,  and  to  define  the  power  of  said  Eighth  Day. 
Boards. 

He  also  offered  the  followinor  which  was  referred  to  Sapp  on  super- 

.  -r^       .      ,  annuated   re- 

the  Committee  on  Revisals  :  lation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Eevisals  be  directed  to  inquire 
uito  the  propriet)-  of  such  a  revision  of  the  rules  regulating  the 
superannuate  relation  as  to  embrace  the  following  elements: 
1.  That  a  tciven  nimiber  of  years — between  seven  and  fourteen — of 
actual  service  in  the  ministry  be  required  before  the  relation  can 
be  assigned  to  the  applicant ;  and,  2.  That  the  dividends  be  made 
on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  years  of  service  rendered. 

He  also  offered  the  following,  which  was  referred  to  Sapp  on  church 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  practicabiUty  of  such  a  consolidation  of  the 
journals  of  the  Church  as  to  have  but  one  printing-house  for  the 
East,  and  one  for  the  West,  excepting  Oregon  and  California,  and 
such  offices  of  distribution  as  may  be  necessary  to  facilitate  the 
business  of  subscription  and  circulation. 

He  also  offered  the  following,  which  w^as  referred  to  Sapp  on  Church 

,       ^  .  ^,  ,     T-i  .  Extension 

the  Committee  on  Church  Ji,xtension  :  Society. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  providing  for  the  organization  of 
City  Church  Extension  Societies,  of  which  the  Presiding  Elder  of 
the  district  shall  be  chairman,  and  to  consist  of  one  member  from 
each  Quarterly  Conference  invhis  district. 

Israel  Coargshall  offered  the  following  resolutions,   Co<?^shaii     on 

*=*  _  »      ,  '        Locations 

which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancv:        made  without 

consent       of 
Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in-      ^^^^  ^*' 

quire  whether  any  Annual  Conferences  have  located  members  of 

their  bodies  respectively  without  the  consent  of  sucli  members,  and 

witiiout  form  of  trial  for  inefficiency. 

Resolved,  2.  That  tiie  same  Committee  report  to  this  Conference  , 

whetlier,  in  tlieir  judgment,  such  action  is  proper  as  the  law  on  that 

subject  now  stands. 

MINNESOTA.  Min.vbsota. 

J.  O.  Rich  offered  the  following  resolution,  which   Rich  on  receiv- 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  :  =  ■• . 

Resolved,  That  in  the  answer  to  the  fourth  question  of  chap,  ii, 
Part  IV,  page  156,  "said"  be  substituted  for  "  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal," so  as  to  read,  "Will  you  be  governed  bv  the  rules  of  said 
Churcli  ?  " 

NEW   JERSEY.  New  Jeksky. 

Isaiah   D.    King   offered  the   following   resolution.  King  on  change 

,.,  PT,/-.  •  -S.,  of  Kitual. 

which  was  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 
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IVIay  O. 

Day. 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  striking  out  the  words  "it  is 
only,"  Part  IV,  chap,  ii,  page  153,  last  line,  and  page  154,  tirst 
line,  and  aLso  the  word  '•th.it,''  Part  IV,  chap.  ii.  page  154,  second 
line,  so  as  to  read,  "For  those  that  be  planted  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  shall  flourish  in  the  courts  of  our  God." 


which  was  referred  to 


King  on   Sol-       He  also  offered  the  ibllowiiu 
j^trfmony.     the  Committee  on  Episcopac-\- : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire if,  in  certificates  of  ordination  given  by  the  Bishops  to  Local 
Deacons,  they  are  declared  to  be  authorized  to  solemnize  matrimony, 
and  if  so,  by  what  authority  of  Discipline  such  power  is  conferred. 

Kingon Classes       He  also  off"ered  the  following,  which  was  referred  to 
meetings.        the  Committee  on  the  State  of  tlie  Clinrch  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  be  in- 
structed to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  classes  and  class- 
meeting  in  our  Church,  and  report  what  measures,  if  anj-,  are  prac- 
ticable to  render  them  more  generally  successful. 


NoKTH      Indi- 
ana. 


Goode  on  With- 


NORTH    INDIANA. 

William  H.  Goode  offered  the  following,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  constitutionality  and  the  expediency  of  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  1SG8,  and  found  on  page 
357  of  the  Journal,  authorizing  the  Qi^arterly  Conference  in  certain 
cases  to  declare  a  member  withdrawn,  and  to  report  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  rescinding  said  resolution. 


NoETH  Ohio.  NORTH    OHIO. 

Warner  on  cias-       Lorenzo  Warner  offered  the  following  resolution, 

sification    of        ,  .   ,  ^  -,  •,       ^  ■  ^i    • 

Bishops.         which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  be  respect- 
fully requested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing  the 
Bishops  who  may  be  elected  into  three  classes,  as  nearly  equal  as 
possible,  one  class  to  serve  four  years,  one  class  eight  years,  and 
one  class  twelve  years:  Provided  always,  that  when  a  Bishop 
becomes  unable  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  he  shall  be  su- 
perannuated. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  be  also  requested  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the 
Bishops  by  the  members  of  the  Church. 


Ohio. 


OHIO. 


tMtchfioM  on  a       L.  J.  Critchficld  offered  the  following  resolution, 

("omuiission  .  t  i        /-(  •  i        o  a* 

to  the  Church   wluch  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  btate  ot 

South.  ^1       /^i  1 

the  Church  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  be  and 
thoy  are  hereby  instructed  to  consider  and  report  on  the  expediency 
of  appointing  a  Commission,  which,  with  a  hke  Commission  that 
may  iie  appointed  by  the  next  ensuing  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  shall  have  power  to  settle 
questions  arising  between  tlie  two  Churches  pertaining  to  owner- 
ship of  Church  property  ;  also  to  consider  and  report  on  the  expe- 
diency of  appointing  a  fraternal  delegate  to  the  next  ensuing  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
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Eighth  Day. 


OREGON. 


Joliu  F.  Devore   oifered  the  following  resolutions,  Deyore  <.n  eieo- 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  :  siding  Eiders, 

etc. 

Resolved.  1.  That  tlie  office  of  Presiding  Elder  be  made  elective, 
and  time  extended  to  six  years. 

Re-suli'fid,  2.  That  we  enlarge  the  districts  where  practical. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  Presiding  Elder  hold  two  Conferences  on 
each  charge  annually,  instead  of  four. 

He  also  presented  the  following,  relating  to  District  c^^pre  on  dis- 
Conferences,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on     ences. 
Itinerancy : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  following  for  District  Conferences: 

1.  They  shah  be  composed  of  Traveling  and  Local  Preachers,  and 
from  one  to  three  laymen  from  each  charge. 

2.  There  shall  be  two  sessions  annually  in  each  District. 

3.  Each  Conference  shall  tix  the  pLice  of  holding  its  sessions. 

4.  The  Presiding  Elder  shall  fix  the  time  of  holding  these  sessions. 
Business  of  District  Conferences : — 

1.  Fix  the  salary  of  the  Presiding  Elder. 

2.  License  Local  Preachers. 

3.  Appoint  Local  Preachers  to  special  Local  Preachers'  circuits. 

4.  Try  appeals  of  Local  Preachers. 

5.  Report  statistics  and  collections,  which  shall  be  carried  up  to 
our  Annual  Conferences. 

G.  Elect  from  two  to  four  Lay  Delegates  to  the  Ann\uil  Con- 
ferences. 

7.  Attend  to  the  arranging  of  the  work  on  the  district,  and  look 
after  tiie  interests  of  education  as  far  as  possible. 

He  also  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  Devoreon Bjsh- 

^  '  ops  1111(1  their 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  :  KesWences. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopac}^  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  recommending  the  election  of  eight  Bishops, 
to  be  stationed  as  to  residences  as  follows,  in  the  order  of  their 
election :  The  first  on  the  list  to  reside  in  Boston ;  second,  in  Cin- 
cinnati; third,  in  Chicago;  fourth,  in  St.  Louis;  fifth,  in  New  Or- 
leans; sixth,  in  San  Francisco;  seventh,  in  St.  Paul;  eightli,  in 
Atlanta,  State  of  Georgia. 


PROVIDENCE. 


Providence. 


M.  J.  Talbot  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  Taibot  on  Ex- 

.  V>       .  pulsions,  etc. 

were  retened  to  tlie  Committee  on  Kevisals : 
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Miay  9.  Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Bevisals  be  mstructed  to  in- 

Eicnxn  Day.     quire  into  tlie  expediency  of  amending  tlie  Discipline  as  follows: 

Part  III,  chap,  iii,  sec.  2,  page  137,"hne  two,  after  the  word  "ex- 
pelled," insert  the  words,  "or  otherwise  deprived  of  his  ministerial 
office." 

Also,  page  138,  fourth  line  from  the  top  of  the  page,  strike  out 
the  word  "  expulsion,"  and  insert  the  words  "  deprivation  of  office." 

The  sentence  -will  then  read:  -'When  a  Local  Elder  or  Deacon 
shall  be  e.\pelled,  or  otherwise  deprived  of  his  ministerial  office,  the 
Presiding  Elder  sliall  require  of  him  the  credentials  of  his  ordina- 
tion, to  be  tiled  with  the  papers  of  the  Annual  Conference  within 
the  limits  of  which  the  deprivation  of  office  has  taken  jilace." 

Hesolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediencv  of  amending  the  Discipline  as  follows, 
relative  to  Trustees'  Reports: 

Part  VI,  chap.  iii.  see.  2.  page  283.  at  the  end  of  ans.  6.  add, 
"  Also  stating  the  following  items :  Number  of  churclies  within  the 
charge:  their  estimated  value;  number  of  parsonages  witliin  the 
charge;  their  estimated  value ;  title  by  which  the  property  is  held; 
amount  of  insurance;  amount  of  income  from  the  property;  how 
produced:  how  expended;  amount  of  debts;  for  what  contracted ; 
metliods  proposed  for  liquidation;  funds  on  liand,  and  wlience 
derived." 

n»'"i°^^  •     S^       ^-  T.  Havlow  offered  the  folloAvino^  resolution,  and 

Changing  the    .  =  ' 

name  of  the  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals: 

?«e\v  England 

Conference.  neAohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 

into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  name  of  the  New  England 

Conference  to  that  of  Boston  Conference. 


Harlow  on  the 
Presiding 


He  also  submitted  the  following   resolution,  which 
Eldership.       -ft-as  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  Discipline  in  chap,  ii, 
sec.  14,  pages  93.  94.  so  as  to  make  it  read  as  follows: 

Quest.  1.  By  whom  shall  the  Presiding  Elders  be  chosen? 

Aihs.  When  any  Annual  Conference  shall  decide,  by  a  vote  of  two 
thirds  of  all  the  members  present  and  voting,  to  choose  the  Presid- 
ing Elder,  such  Conference  shall,  on  the  second  day  of  its  session, 
elect  to  their  several  districts,  by  ballot  and  without  debate,  the 
Presiding  Elders,  whose  terms  of  service  shall  continue  years. 

Bat  if  the  Conference  do  not  thus  decide,  tlie  Presiding  Elders  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  presiding  Bishop. 

Qmst.  2.  How  shall  the  nimiber  and  the  boundaries  of  the  sev- 
eral districts  be  determined? 

^4//.v.  Each  Aimual  Conference  shall  determine  the  nimibcr  and 
fix  the  boundaries  of  its  several  districts  whenever  it  shall  (k-cide 
to  do  so  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  jircseut  and 
voting.  But  if  the  .Vnuual  Conference  do  not  thus  decide.  thi>  num- 
ber of  districts  and  their  respective  boundaries  shall  be  determined 
by  the  presiiiing  Bishop. 

Quest.  3.  Should  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  a  Presiding  Elder  oc- 
cur during  the  Conference  year,  how  shall  such  vacancy  be  filled? 

A71S.  It  sliall  be  tlie  duty  of  the  preacher  jvhose  name  stands  first 
on  the  list  of  appointments  in  the  district  to  issue  a  call  for  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Conference  preachers  stationed  witliin  said  district  at  a 
suitable  time  and  place:  and  the  preachers  thus  assembled  shall 
elect  one  of  their  number  to  fill  the  vacancy  until  the  ensuing  ses- 
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sion  of  the  Annual  Conference,  wlien  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  as       '^Lay  ^• 
provided  for  in  this  section.     But  in  those  Conferences  where  the     Eighth  Day.  . 
office  is  not  made  elective,  the  duty  of  filling  the  vacancy  shall  de- 
volve upon  the  Bishop. 

D.    A.   Whedon   offei-ed   the    followinjsj   resolution,  ^hedon      on 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy:         committee  of 

•'  Trial. 

Eesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  take 
in.to  consideriition  the  propriety  of  more  specifically  defining  the 
number  that  shall  constitute  a'  quorum  of  the  Committee  for  the 
trial  of  a  member  of  an  Annual  Conference,  as  provided  in  the  Dis- 
cipline, page  123,  Part  III,  chap,  i,  sec.  2,  answer  to  quest.  5. 


ROCK   RIVER. 

S.  A.  W.  Jewett  offered   the  following 
referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Itinerancy : 


which  W:lS  Jewett  on  Pre- 
siding Elder- 
siiip. 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  so  changing  the  Discipline  as  to  author- 
ize the  Annual  Conferences  to  nominate  Presiding  Elders  and 
determine  the  number  of  districts  in  each  Conference. 

Luke  Hitchcock  presented  the  Quadrennial  Report  ^^epoH  of 

of  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Methodist  Book  Concern,  Western 

and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  cern? 
Concern.     [For  Report,  see  A2)pendix  41.] 


SAINT    LOUIS 


B.  R.  Bonner  offered  the  following  resolutions,  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy: 


Fesolved,    1.    Tliat   this   General    Conference    will    elect 
Bisliops. 

Resolved,  2.  That  a  Bisliop  shall  reside  in  or  contiguous  to  each 
of  the  following  cities,  namely:  Boston;  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Xew  Orleans,  and  Atlanta ;  and  tlie  order  of  tlieir  residence 
in  said  cities  shall  be  determined  by  tlie  Board  of  Bishops  at  its 
first  annual  meeting  after  tlie  adjournment  of  tlie  General  Con- 
ference. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Bishops  sliall 
be  paid  out  of  collections  taken  in  the  Churches  for  that  purpose. 


5.  R.  Bonner 
on  the  num- 
ber and  n-si- 
dences  of  tlie 
Bishops. 


B.  F.  Crary  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  Crary  on  nis- 

„-•',-,.  J'.  trict    Confer- 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy :  ences. 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  for  District  Conferences  submitted  to  the 
last  General  Conference  by  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

He  also  presented  the  following,  whicli  Avas  referred     Tv''"^''sund!iy- 
to  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Scliools  and  Tracts:  ^te°"'  '^'^^°' 
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Resolved.,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Scliools  and  Tracts  be 
requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of.  pnblishinp:  the  Sundny- 
Scliool  Advocate  weekly,  and  also  of  publishing  in  each  number  the 
Sundav-scliool  lesson  for  tlie  week. 


Crary  on  chanpr- 
ing  the  name 
of  tho  Ladies' 
Kepositor.v. 


He  also  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  tlie  Book  Concern  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  requested 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  leavinn:  ofiF  ihe  words  "  Ladies'  Repos- 
itory "  from  the  title  of  the  "  Ladies'  Repository  and  Home  Maoja- 
zine,"  niid  calling-  ir  simply  "The  Home  Majjazine;"  and  also  the 
expediency  of  making  it  a  first-class  literary  monthly  suitable  for 
both  sexes  and  all  classes. 


A.  C.  George  on 
insertino;  the 
word  -wom- 
en ■'  In  the 
Discipline, 

5tC. 


On  Into.xioatiB 
Liquors. 


"W.H.GiUam  on 
ohanging  the 
time  for  the 
Session  of  the 
General  Con- 
ference. 


A.  C.  George  submitted  the  following  resol'tions, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Be-solved.  L  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  amending  the  Disciphne  on  page  78, 
quest.  L  ans.  1,  by  inserting  after  tlie  word  "men  "  f'e  words  '-or 
women,"  so  tliat  tlie  wliole  parngrapli  toucliing  the  qualifications, 
appointment,  and  duties  of  stewards  shall  read.  '•  Let  them  be  men 
or  women  of  solid  piety,  who  both  know  and  love  the  Methodist 
doctrine  and  discipline,  and  of  good  natural  and  acquired  abilities 
to  transact  the  temporal  business.'' 

Resolved.  2.  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire whether  "the  buying,  selling,  or  using  intoxicating  liipiors  as 
a  beverage  "  be  not  improperh-  classified  under  the  head  of  •'  Im- 
prudent Conduct,"  and  whether  tlie  same  ouglit  not  to  be  reckoned 
an  immorality,  and  dealt  with  accordingly.  See  Discipline,  Part 
III,  chap,  i,  sec.  5,  pages  85,  86. 

W.  H.  Gillam  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
rosohitions,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals  : 

Wfiereas,  It  is  believed  that  tlie  interests  of  the  whole  Church 
could  be  better  subserved,  and  much  inconvenience  avoided,  by  a 
change  in  the  time  now  prescribed  for  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Bishops  be  and  they  are  hereby  in.structed 
to  submit  a  proposition,  in  accordance  with  the  sense  of  this  body, 
to  all  the  Annual  (inferences,  to  change  the  time  of  said  meeting 
from  May  1  to  the  first  day  of  November. 

Resolved,  2.  Tlat  the  Bisliops.  at  their  annual  meeting  in  A.  D. 
1874,  shall  decide  and  announce  the  result  of  said  vote  by  the  va- 
rious Annual  Conferences,  and  if  it  is  found  that  a  majority  of  three 
fourths  of  all  the  members  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  pres- 
ent and  voting  thereon  have  voted  in  the  affirmative,  the  Bishops 
shall  give  notice  that  the  next  General  Conference  will  meet  on  the 
first  day  of  November,  1876. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  General  Conference  thus  assembled  shall,  on 
the  second  daj'  of  its  session,  proceed  to  vote  on  the  amendment 
herein  provided  for,  and  if  the  same  shall  be  concurred  in  by  a  vote 
of  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  present  and  voting  thereon,  then 
the  time  of  meeting  shall  be  thereafter  (m  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
ber instead  of  the  first  day  of  May  in  each  year  appointed  for  the 
meeting  of  tiie  General  Conference. 
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SOUTH   CAROLINA. 

J.  B,  Middleton  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fraternal 
Correspondence  : 

Resolved^  That  two  members  of  this  Conference,  or  otlier  persons. 
be  appointed  to  visit  and  bear  our  fraternal  greetings  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  now  in 
session  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 


]Ma,y  O. 
Eit^u-ni  Day. 
South      Cabo- 


Middleton      on 
Fraternal 
Deputation  to 
the      Churcli 
South. 


SOUTH-EASTERN   INDIANA. 

F.  A.  Hester  offered  the  following,  which  w^as  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Whereas,  The  laws  of  some  of  the  States  permit  divorce  for 
many  causes,  and  autliorize  the  divorced  parties  to  remarry:  and, 

Whereas,  Many  persons,  and  among  ihem  .sometimes  members 
of  our  own  Church,  become  united  in  marriage  to  parties  divorced 
contrary  to  Christ's  law  ;  and, 

Whereas,  Some  ministers  have  yielded  to  solicitations  to  solem- 
nize such  marriages,  and  thereby  religion  has  been  scandalized  and 
a  great  evil  encouraged  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  introducing  into  our  Book  of  Discipline  specific 
enactments  prohibiting  this  ofiFense  against  the  law  of  Christ  among 
our  ministry  and  laity. 


S.  £.  Indiana 


F.  A.  Hester  on 
Divorce. 


Sampson  Tincher  submitted  the  following 
T:\^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 


and  it 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  considei 
the  expediency  of  changing  the  answer  to  quest.  1,  chap,  ii,  sec.  1, 
page  38,  by  striking  out  all  between  the  word  ''person"  in  line 
two  and  the  word  "  and  "  in  line  four,  so  that  it  shall  read: 

"Let  no  one  be  received  into  the  Church  until  such  person  has 
been  recommended  by  the  Leaders  and  Stewards'  Meeting,  or.  where 
no  such  meeting  is  held,  by  the  Leader,  and  lias  been  baptized,  and 
shall,  on  examination  by  the  minister  in  charge  before  the  Churcii, 
give  satisfactory  assurances  both  of  the  correctness  of  his  faith 
and  his  willingness  to  observe  and  keep  the  rules  of  the  Churck'' 


Tincher  on  re- 
ceiving Mem- 
bers. 


SOUTHERN   ILLINOIS. 

G.  W.  Hughey  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  most  respectfully  request  the  Committee  on 
Revisals  to  recommend  the  following  change  in  the  law  relating  to 
the  trial  of  Book  Agents  and  Editor.-?,  namely :  Take  out  all  of  par- 
agraph seven.  Part  V,  sec.  6,  page  258,  after  the  word  "which," 
at  the  beginning  of  line  fifteen  from  top,  and  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows, namely: 

"  Two  or  more  of  the  Bishops  shall  be  requested  to  attend ;  and 
by  the  concurrence  of  the  Bishops  present,  and  of  a  majority  of  the 
Committee,  he  may  be  removed  from  office  in  tlie  interval  of  rhe 
General  Conference.     And  in  case  a  vacancy  occurs  in  any  of  the 


Hughey  on 
trial  of  Book 
Agents,  Edi- 
tors, etc. 
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M!ay  O.  agencies  or  editorial  departments  authorized  by  the  General  Con- 
EioHTH  Day.  Ce'rence,  ir  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Book  Committee,  and  two  or 
more  of  the  General  Superintendents,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  pro- 
vide for  such  vacancy  until  the  next  General  Conference;"  and 
substitute  tlio  following:  in  iis  ste:id,  namely:  "One  of  the  Bishops 
sliall  preside;  and  if  in  the  judgment  of  a  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee, after  a  due  and  proper  investigation,  it  is  necessary  for 
the  interests  of  the  Church  and  of  the  Concern,  they  may  remove 
him  from  office  in  the  interval  of  the  General  Conference.  And  in 
case  a  vacancy  occurs  in  any  of  the  agencies  or  editorial  depart- 
ments authorized  by  the  General  Conference,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Book  Committee,  one  of  the  Bi-shops  presiding,  as  soon  as 
practicable  to  provide  for  such  vacancy  until  the  next  General 
Conference. 

Resolved,  2.  That  we  respectfully  request  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visals  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  clianging  the  Disciphne, 
Part  ir,  chap,  ii,  sec.  2,  answer  to  quest.  4,  page  52,  by  adding  the 
words,  "  Wiio  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of  a  Bishop,  including  the 
ordination  of  the  Deacons  and  Elders  elect,  according  to  the  form 
of  Discipline."     The  answer  thus  amended  will  read : 

"  Am.  The  Bishop.  In  case  no  Bishop  be  present,  a  member  of 
the  Conference,  appointed  by  tiie  Bishop,  shall  preside.  But  if  r.o 
appointment  be  made,  or  the  person  appointed  do  not  attend,  the 
Conference  sliall  elect  a  president  by  ballot  from  among  the  Elders 
without  debate,  who  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of  a  Bishop,  in- 
cluding the  ordination  of  the  Deacons  and  Elders  elect,  according 
to  the  form  of  Discipline." 

Pierce  on  ex-       B.  R.  Pierce  offered  the  following,  which  was  re- 
term"<ff  Pre^  ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

siding  Elders' 

service.  Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  request  the  Committee  on  Revisals 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  chapter  ii,  sec.  14, 
answer  to  quest.  3,  pages  93  and  94,  which  reads,  "  For  any  term 
not  exceeding  four  years,"  so  as  to  read,  "  For  any  term  not  exceed- 
ing six  years." 

stokeronchauff-       W.   Stoker  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
fofthesessio'n  was  referced  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy: 

of        General 

Conference.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  requested  to  take 

into  consideration  the  ciiaugi'g  of  the  time  of  holding  the  General 
Conference,  and  fixing  tiie  lime  for  the  meeting  thereof  for  the  15th 
of  November,  or  the  first  Mondav  thereafter. 


TENNESSEE. 

Braden        on       John  Braden  offered  the  following,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  are  hereby  requested 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  to  this  Conference  some 
general  rules  in  reference  to  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  transfer 
on  the  part  of  our  General  Superintendents. 

Coidweii  on  fra-       Thomas  Coldwell  offered  the  following  resolution, 


the      Church 


the  Church : 
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Resolved,  That  six  fraternal  visitors,  oae  of  •whom  shall  be  a 
Bishop,  be  appointed  by  tliis  General  Conference  to  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Soutli,  to  meet  in 
Louisville,  Keutiicky,  in  May,  1874,  to  bear  the  fraternal  greetings 
of  this  body  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 


IVIay  9. 
Eighth  Day. 


UPPER   IOWA. 

Alpha  J.  Kynett  offered  the  following,  which  was 
refeiTed  to  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension  be  instructed 
to  inquire  what  changes  should  be  made  in  the  organization  and 
plans  of  work  of  the  Church  Extension  Society,  and  report  for  the 
action  of  this  Conference. 


Upper  Iowa. 

Kynett  on 
Church  Ex- 
tension Soci- 
ety. 


Elias  Skinner  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved,  That  where  the  civil  law  grants  the  riglit  to  unordained 
pastors  of  solemnizing  matrimony,  we  do  also  recognize  their 
right  so  to  do. 

Hiram  Price  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  word  "  catholic  "  be  stricken  from  the  Disci- 
pline, and  the  word  "  universal  "  inserted  instead. 


Skinner  on  Sol- 
emnization of 
Matrimony. 


Price  on  strik- 
innr  out  the 
word  "Cath- 
olic." 


WASHINGTON.  Washington. 

On  motion,  Benjamin  Brown  was  transferred  from  ChangeofCom- 
the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  to  the  Committee  on  the     ™"'^®'"®°- 
Book  Concern ;  and  James  A.  Harris  was  transferred 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy. 


WEST   WISCONSIN. 

Alfred  Brunson  presented  the  following  paper, 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

I  respectfully  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  General  Con- 
ference an  article  in  the  April  number  of  the  "  Methodist  Quar- 
terly," pages  229-245,  embracing  some  new  articles  of  religion,  and 
ask  that  it  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  at  least  one  copy  for  each 
member  of  the  Conference.  The  article  is  too  long  for  tlie  "  Daily," 
and  as  the  plates  are  in  the  Book  Room,  the  only  expense  will  be 
the  paper  and  press-work,  which  will  be  less  than  the  composition, 
etc.,  in  the  "Daily,"  and  will  be  more  convenient  for  examination. 


West  Wiscon- 
sin. 


and    Brunson         on 
New  Articles 


of  Religiu 


He  also  submitted  the  following  resolution,  and  it  Brunson      on 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itiiieranc\' :  time^fo?  the 

Session       of 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in-       Gener-al  Con- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  time  for  the  meeting  of       '"°'''^°«'- 
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jMay  O.        the  General  Conference,  from  May  to  November,  quadrenniallr,  and 
EieuTH  Day.     to  report  thereon. 

Wilmington.  WILMINGTON. 

B.ites  on   the       D.  M.  Bates  oflered  the  following  resolution,  which 
.    Ministers.        was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire and  report  whether  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  the  Disci- 
pline that  the  trial  of  traveling  ministers  or  preachers  on  appeals 
to  the  General  Conference  shall  be  by  ministerial  members  of  that 
body ;  and  if  the  Committee  shall  consider  such  a  provision  expe- 
dient, it  is  further  instructed  to  report  an  amendment  to  that  eflect 
of  the  chapter  on  "  Trial  of  Appeals." 


Kenney  o 

Ministerial 
Kepre.senta- 
tion. 


Wesley  Kenney  presented  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  and  they  hereby  are 
instructed  to  consider  and  report  upon  such  alterations  of  the  Dis- 
ciphne  as  may  be  necessary  to  provide  for  reducing  the  number  of 
ministerial  delegates  to  the  General  Conference,  so  as  thereby  to 
more  nearly  equalize  clerical  and  lay  representation  in  that  body. 

WISCONSIN. 


Jones    on     ex- 
tending    the 
Presiding 
Elders'    term 
of  service. 


H.  A.  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  chaugiug  the  Discipline,  chap,  ii, 
sec.  14  page  93.  quest.  3.  first  hue  from  the  bottom  of  the  page,  as 
to  strike  out  the  word  "four"  and  insert  the  word  '-six,"  so  that 
it  shall  read,  "  any  term  not  exceeding  six  years." 


C.  D.    Pillsbury  offered    the   following   resolution, 


PUlsbnry        on 
District  Con-  r^  •  -r  • 

ferences.         and   it    was    referred    to     the    Committee    on     Itm- 


Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  exped-iency  of  so  cliauging  Part  II  of  tlie  Book  of 
Discipline  as  to  insert  the  following  section,  and  of  so  arranging 
all  other  parts  of  the  Discipline  as  to  correspond  with  the  same : 


The  DiSTBicT  Conference. 

Quest.  1.  Of  whom  shall  the  District  Conference  be  composed? 

Ans.  Of  all  traveling  and  local  elders,  deacons,  and  preachers 
in  the  Presiding  Elder's  District,  and  one  layman  in  addition  from 
each  circuit  and  station ;  said  lay-members  to  be  not  less  than 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  and  having  been  members  of  the  Church 
in  full  connection  not  less  than  one  year  next  preceding  the  time 
of  their  election,  and  said  laymen  to  be  chosen  by  ballot  by  the 
second  and  fourth  Quarterly  Conferences  in  each  year. 

Quest.  2.  Who  shall  preside  in  the  District  Conference? 
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Ans.  The  Presiding  Elder  of  the  District.  But  in  his  absence 
the  Conference  shall  elect  a  president  by  ballot  from  among  the 
traveling  elders. 

Quest  3.  How  shall  tiie  records  of  the  District  Conference  be 
kept? 

.4ns.  The  District  Conference  shall  appoint  a  secretary,  who  shall 
take  correct  minutes  of  all  the  proceedings  tiiereof,  and  faithfully 
record  the  same  in  a  substantial  and  permanent  book  of  records 
adapted  to  that  purpose. 

Qutst.  4.  Wliat  shall  be  the  regular  business  of  the  District  Con- 
ference ? 

Ans.  1.  To  hear  complaints  and  to  receive  and  try  appeals. 

2.  To  hcense  proper  persons  to  preach,  and  to  renew  their 
licerises  annually,  when  in  tiie  judgment  of  said  Conference  their 
gifts,  grace,  and  usefulness  will  justify  such  renewal ;  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Annual  Conference  local  ministers  who  are  suitable 
candidates  for  Deacon's  or  Elder's  orders,  and  for  admission  on 
trial  in  the  travehng  connection ;  to  try,  suspend,  deprive  of  minis- 
terial office  and  credentials,  expel  or  acquit  any  local  preacher, 
deacon,  or  elder  in  the  district  against  whom  charges  are  preferred  : 
Providtd,  that  no  person  shall  be  licensed,  nor  shall  his  license  be 
renewed,  without  a  recommendation  from  the  Quarterly  Conference 
of  the  circuit  or  station  of  which  lie  is  a  member;  nor  shall  any  one 
be  licensed  to  preach,  or  be  recommended  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence for  ordination  or  admission  on  trial,  witliout  tirst  being  exam- 
ined in  the  District  Conference  upon  the  subjects  of  doctrines  and 
discipline. 

3.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  District  Conference  to  as- 
BigD  to  each  local  preacher,  deacon,  or  elder  in  the  district  such 
labor  as  may  be  judged  proper,  and  lie  may  be  considered  able  to 
perform,  such  appointment  receiving  the  approval  of  the  president 
of  the  Conference,  and  such  preachers,  deacons,  and  elders  shall 
be  held  responsible  to  the  Conference  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
the  duties  assigned  to  them. 

4.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  laymen  of  the  Conference,  in 
consultation  with  the  president  and  the  president  presiding,  at  its 
first  session  in  the  Annual  Conference  year,  to  estimate  the  salary 
of  the  Presiding  Elder,  and  to  apportion  the  same  to  the  several 
circuits  and  stations  in  tlie  district,  according  to  iheir  several  ability. 

Quest.  5.  How  often  shall  District  Conferences  be  held? 

Ans.  Semi-annually,  near  the  close  of  the  first  and  third  quarters 
in  the  Annual  Conference  year,  each  Conference  fixing  ujjon  the 
place,  and  the  Presiding  Elder  upon  the  day  of  holding  the  next 
semi-annual  session. 


]May  O. 

EiGHTn  Day. 


WYOMING. 


W.  G.  Queal  offered  the  following  resolution,  wliicli 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  changing  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  sec.  17,  quest.  1, 
twenty-sixth  line  from  top  of  page,  which  reads,  "  What  are  the 
duties  of  the  Elder,  Deacon,  or  Preacher  who  has  the  special  charge 
of  a  circuit?"  so  that  it  will  read,  -'What  are  the  duties  of  the 
Elder,  Deacon,  or  Preacher  who  has  the  charge  of  a  circuit  or 
station?  " 

Also,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  inserting  in  answer  5  of 
same  section,  page  100,  eleventh  line  from  top  of  page,  these  words: 
"To  solemnize  matrimony;"  so  that  it  will  read  in  answer  5  to  the 
10 


Queal  on  the 
Duties  of 
Preachers  iu 
Charge,  etc. 


146  Journal  of  the,  General  Conftre)ice.  [1872. 

>Iay  9.       question  above  recited,  "  To   solemnize  matrimony,  to  Iiold  watch- 
EiGHTH  Day.     njglits  and  love-feasts." 

Also,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  inserting  in  Part  Y,  sec.  2, 
ans.  2,  page  239,  seventh  line  from  lop  of  page,  these  words:  "To 
appoint  the  Superintendents  thereof;"  so  that  part  of  tiie  answer 
will  read,  "  To  form  Sunday-schools  m  all  our  congregations  where 
ten  children  can  be  collected  for  that  purpose,  which  schools  shall 
be  auxiliary  to  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist  PJpisco- 
pal  Church,  to  appoint  the  Superintendents  thereof,  to  engage  the 
co-operation  of  as  many  of  our  members  as  they  can,  and  to  visit 
the  schools  as  often  as  practicable." 

Letter  from  the       Bishop  Siiiipson  presented   a  communication  from 
Church.    '    '  the    Bishops    of   the    Colored    Methodist    Episcopal 
Church  in  America,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church. 
Report  of  the       Thonias  Carlton,  Agent  of  the  Booii  Concern  at 
BookConcern  Nbw  York,  presented  the  Report  of  the  Agents  for 
at  New  York.  ^^    j^^^^    quadreiinium.      John    Lanahan,    Assistant 
Agent,  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  and  denied 
ever  having  authorized  or  signed  said  report ;  where- 
upon J,  S.  M'Calmont  moved  that  the  question  of  the 
authority  and  authorship  of  that  Report  be  referred  to 
a  special  Committee  of  three. 

On  motion  of  G.  W,  Clarke,  the  motion  of  J.  S. 
M'Calmont  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  time  of  the  session  was  extended. 

William  J.  Groo  moved  that  the  Assistant  Agent 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  name  from  the  paper,  and 
that  it  be  read  as  the  report  of  the  Agent ;  and  the 
motion  prevailed. 

Pending  the  reading,  on  motion  of  A.  C.  George, 
the  further  reading  was  dispensed  with.  [For  Report, 
see  Appendix  40.] 

A  programme  for  the  meetings  of  the  Standing 
Committees,  as  agreed  upon  in  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
several  Chairmen,  was  read. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned.  After  the  dox- 
ology  was  sung,  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
E.  P.  Phelps,  of  the  Virginia  Conference. 
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IVtay  lO. 

Ninth  Day. 

FRIDAY  MORNING.,  MAY  10. 

Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop   Simpson  in 
the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Will- 
iam H.  Goode,  of  the  North  Indiana  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read 
and  approved. 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  M'Murray,  leave  of  absence  was  Ashcom     and 
granted  to  Charles  W.  Ashcom  for  four  days.  leave  of  ab- 

R.  Allyn  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for     ^^°'^' 
Ethelbert  Callahan,  of  the  Southern  Illinois  delegation. 
William  Stoker  was  placed  on  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern  in  his   stead,  and  John  Van  Cleve  on 
the  Committee  on  Freedmen  in  his  stead. 

John  M.  Reid,  of  the  Michigan  delegation,  stated  stone  of  Michi- 

tran  admitted. 

that  Charles  R.  Brown,  a  lay  delegate  from  the  Mich- 
igan Conference,  was  detained  at  home  by  severe  sick- 
ness in  his  family,  and,  on  motion,  John  W.  Stone,  a 
reserve  from  that  Conference,  was  admitted  a  member 
of  this  body,  and  assigned  to  the  several  Committees 
in  his  stead. 

A.  S.  Hunt,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Re-  Fraternal  Deio- 
ception  of  Fraternal  Delegates,  moved  that  the  hour 
of  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  be  designated  as  the 
time  when  the  Conference  will  be  pleased  to  receive 
and  hear  the  fraternal  delegates  who  have  not  yet  ad- 
dressed the  Conference,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  A.  M.  Osbon  the  order  of  business  Book  ConMm 

matters  taken 

was  suspended,  and  matters  relating  to  the  Book  Con-     from  the  ta- 
cern  were  taken  from  the  table. 

When  the  Conference  adjourned  on  Tuesday  last  a 
call  for  the  previous  question  was  pending ;  and,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  vote  on  this  call,  James  S.  Smart  had  moved  ^^^'^^ifteT"^ 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  namely:  moTCd** 

Resolved,  That  the  vote  be  taken  by  the  ministers  and  laymen 
separately. 


the  call  for  a  separate  vote.  Bishop  Simpson  decided 
that  the  separate  vote  of  the  ministry  could  be  called 
for  only  by  a  minister,  and  the  separate  vote  of  the 
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JMay  lo.     laity  only  by  a  la}Tnan,  and  that  if  on  such  a  call  one- 
TNTH    AY.     ^Ij^j.^j  Qf  either  order  made  such  a  demand,  the  separate 
vote  must  be  tnken. 
Buiing      BUS-       From  this  decision  the  mover  of  the  resolution  ap- 
**'"   ■  pealed,  but  the  ruling  of  the  Bishop  was  sustained  by 

the  Conference. 
Motion    with-       James  S.  Smart  then  Avithdrew  the  call  for  a  sepa- 
rate  vote  of  the  ministry  and  laity. 

The  motion  was  then  put  on  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  and.  the  previous  question  was  ordered 
by  a  vote  of  300  to  28. 
Lawrence's  The  votc  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  offered 

lost.  by  William  Lawrence,  but  the   amendment  did  not 

pi'evail. 
Clarke's  substi-       The  votc  being  taken  on  the  substitute  offered  by 
Sd  adopted.    G.  W.  Clarke,  it  was  accepted,  and  adopted  by  a  vote 
of  204  to  166  ;  so  that  the  Conference  ordered  a  special 
Committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Book  Concern,  to  be 
composed  of  one  member  from  each  delegation,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  delegations  respectively. 
siicer'B  motion       Henry  Slicer  moved   that   this  special   Committee 
shall  consist  exclusively  of  laymen,  but  the  motion  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Luke  Hitchcock  moved  that  the  roll  of  Conferences 
be  now  called,  that  the  respective  delegations  may 
nominate  members  of  this  Committee. 

C.  A.  Holmes  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  Confer- 
ence take  a  recess  of  ten  minutes,  to  al'Iow  an  oppor- 
tunity for  conference  among  the  delegates  before  mak- 
ing nominations  for  this  Committee. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table  having 
failed,  it  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  175  to  141,  and  Con- 
ference took  a  recess  accordingly. 
Special    Com-       The  Conference  was  called  to  order,  and,  on  motion 
Book*  °Con-  of  F.  S.  Hoyt,  the  roll  of  Conferences  was  called,  and 
oern  appomt-  ^^  gpedal  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  was  con- 
stituted as  follows : 

BookConoern.  SPECIAL    COMMITTEE   ON    THE   BOOK    CONCERN. 

A.  S.  Lakin,  Alabama. 

W.  R.  Woodward,       Baltimore. 
L.  D.  White,  Black  River. 
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Edward  Moore, 
H.  A.  Faber, 
D.  M'Williams, 
W.  J.  Moses, 
G,  G.  Plackedorn, 
John  Patton, 
J.  W.  Weakley, 
John  Evans, 
J.  A.  Jones, 
W.  H.  H.  Beadle, 
John  Owen, 
D.  Decker, 
C.  V.  Grimm, 
Chas.  Beale, 
J.  S.  M'Calmont, 
A.  D.  Wilbor, 
W.  Prettyman, 
L.  S.  Jacoby, 
N.  E.  Cobleigh, 
H.  Buck, 
H,  Mansell, 
W.  C.  De  Pauw, 
P.  W.  Evans, 
W.  Fairchild, 
A.Shinkle, 
M.  W.  Taylor, 
Chas.  A.  Pitman, 
Pierre  Landry, 
Wm.  Deering, 
J.  W.  Stone, 
A.  Lewis, 
A.  C.  M'Donald, 
Samuel  Huffman, 
C.  H.  Rogers, 
Thos.  M'Grath, 
David  Campbell, 
L.  R.  Thayer, 
C.  M.  Dinsmore, 
A.  E.  Ballard, 
S.  D.  Brown, 
T.  G.  Osborn, 
W.  G.  Matton, 


California. 

Central  German. 

Central  Illinois. 

Central  New  York. 

Central  Ohio. 

Central  Pennsylvania. 

Cincinnati. 

Colorado. 

Delaware. 

Des  Moines. 

Detroit. 

East  Genesee. 

East  German. 

East  Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Georgia. 

Germany  and  Switzerland. 

Holston. 

Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 

Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Mississippi. 

Missouri. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New  England. 

New  Hampshire. 

New  Jersey. 

New  York. 

New  York  East. 

North  Carolina. 


M:ay  lO. 

Ninth  Day. 
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aiay  lO. 
HniTH  Day. 


J.  A.  Funk, 
W.  C.  Peirce, 

C.  A.  Loeber, 
J.  Browiifield, 
L.  J.  Critchfield, 
Geo.  Abernethy, 
J.  B.  M'Cullough, 

A.  Bradley, 
G.  E.  Gavitt, 
G.  Goodrich, 

B.  R.  Bonner, 
H.  Cordozo, 

J.  C.  M'lutosh, 
J.  Van  Cleve, 

D.  C.  Smith, 
D.  Rutledge, 
W.  R.  Fayle, 

C.  F.  Burdick, 

D.  N.  Cooley, 
J.  C.  W.  Coxe, 
W.  N.  Berkley, 
R.  H.  Robinson, 

C.  D.  Hubbard, 
J.  B.  Bachman, 

D.  M.  Bates, 

C.  D.  Pillsbury, 
W.  H.  Olin, 


North  Indiana. 

North  Ohio. 

North-west  German. 

North-west  Indiana. 

Ohio. 

Oregon. 

Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 

Providence. 

Rock  River. 

Saint  Louis. 

South  Carolina. 

South-eastern  Indiana. 

Southern  Illinois. 

South-west  German. 

Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper  Iowa. 

Vermont. 

Virginia. 

Washington. 

West  Virginia. 

West  AYisconsin. 

Wilmington. 

Wisconsin. 

Wyoming. 


Delegations 
may  fill  places 
of  absentees. 


Papers  referred 
to  CommiUees 
on  the  Book 
Concern. 


lilndsay  returns 
to  his  plooe. 


Gilbert  Haven  moved  that  in  case  any  member  of 
the  Special  Committee  be  absent  his  delegation  shall 
have  power  to  fill  his  place  in  the  Committee.  A  mo- 
tion to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the 
original  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  W.  L.  Harris,  all  reports  and  papers 
relative  to  alleged  irregularities  and  frauds  in  the 
Book  Concern  were  referred  to  the  Special  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern ;  and  all  other  papers  pertaining 
to  the  publishing  interests  of  the  Church  were  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  New  England  delegation  announced  that  John 
W.  Lindsay  had  resumed  his  seat  as  a  member  of  this 
body. 
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I.  S.  Bingham  moved  that  the  Report  of  the  Agent    >iay  lo. 
of  the  Book  Concern  be  also  referred  to  this  Special     ^'^™  ^'''^' 

^  .    ^  Book  Concern: 

l^Omraittee.  Bingham's 

John  Miley  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table,     ™''''°°- 
but  the  motion  was  lost. 

F.  A.  Hester  moved  to   amend  by  adding  these  Hester's 
words,  namely,  "and  that  the  Special  Committee  be 
also  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  so  far 
as  they  may  judge  necessary  to  a  proper  understanding 
of  the  case  which  has  been  referred  to  them." 

On  motion  of  R.  S.  Foster,  the  vote  on  the  main  Previous  ques- 
question  was  ordered  by  a  vote  of  more  than  two 
thirds.    The  amendment  was  accepted,  and  the  motion 
as  amended  prevailed. 

On  motion,  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the  Book  Cora-  Eaportrefen-ed. 
mittee  as  relates  to  the  Bishops  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

On  motion  of  R.  S.  Foster,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Durbin,  and  Dr.  Durbin  and 

„        ^  -,   J.        .  .      .  .  .        .       ,  returned  Mis- 

all  returned  foreign  missionaries,  were  invited  to  occu-     sionanes   in- 

py  seats  on  the  platform  at  their  pleasure.  Platform. 

J.  S.  M'Murray  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  Pattonhasieava 
for  several  days  for  John  Fatton,  of  the  Central  Penn-     °  *  ^^^'^' 
sylvania  delegation. 

William  H.  Goode  offered  the  followinor  resolution.  Book  Conoem 

,  °  '        affairs. 

namely  : 

Resolved,  That  no  substitution  of  one  member  for  another  upon 
this  Committee  shall  be  made  after  the  investigation  shall  have  been 
commenced. 

Gilbert  Haven  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  no  man 
shall  go  on  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
cei-n,  save  by  approval  of  the  Genei-al  Conference. 

On  motion,  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
the  original  resolution  was  adopted. 

J.  i\L  Reid  moved  that  B.  R.  Bonner  be  authorized 
to  call  the  first  meeting  of  the  Special  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern  for  organization. 

Solomon  Hubbard,  of  East  Genesee,  moved  that 
John  Lanahan,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Book  Com- 
mittee, have  the  right  to  peremptorily  challenge  mem- 
bers of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Book  Conceni, 
to  the  number  of  ten  each,  but  the  motion  was  laid  on 
the  table. 


152 

31ay  lO, 

Ninth  Day. 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


Wi 


At  the  request  of  tlie  several  delegations  concerned, 
changes  were  made  in  the  Standing  Committees  as 
follows : 

ON  THE   BOOK   CONCERN. 

William   Stoker,  in   place   of  E.    Callahan. 


Bnnday-schools 
and  *rracts. 


Church  Exten- 


Appeals. 


R.  W.  Keeler, 
I.  W.  Wiley, 
Horace  Benton, 
R.  P.  Elmore, 
Homer  Eaton, 
N.  T.  Childs, 
J.  G.  English, 


D.  N.  Cooley. 
David  Campbell. 
W.  C.  Peirce. 
C.  D.  Pillsbury. 
C.  F.  Burdick. 
W.  H.  Olin. 
Hiram  Buck. 


ON   FREEDMEN. 

John  Van  Cleve,  in  place  of  E.  Callahan. 
E.  Skinner,  "  D.  N.  Cooley. 

Barney  Whitney,  "  L.  D.  White. 

J.  H.  Moore,  "  Grant  Goodrich. 

E.  Q.  Fuller,  "  Wesley  Pretlyman. 

ON  SUNDAY-SCHOOLS  AND  TRACTS. 
William  Koeneke,  instead  of  D.  C.  Smith. 
John  Bowman,  "  Richard  Swearengen. 

E.  K.  Hosford,  "  J.  C.  M'Intosh. 

ON   CHURCH   EXTENSION, 
Henderson  Ritchie,  in  place  of  David  M' Williams. 
Sunimerfield  Baldwin,    "  W.  R.  Woodward. 

G.  S.  Dearborn,  »  W.  Fairchild. 

Samuel  Clements,  "  John  Owen. 

J.  M.  Trimble,  "  L.  J.  Critchfield. 

ON   MISSIONS. 
Elisha  P.  Phelps,  instead  of  William  N.  Berkley. 

ON   APPEALS. 
William  Cooper,  in  place  of  John  B.  M'Cullough. 
James  M.  Buckley,     "  T.  G.  Osborn. 

W.  F.  Mallalie-u,         "  L.  R.  Thayer. 

ON   EDUCATION. 
Henry  E,  Dickhart,  in  place  of  C.  A.  Loeber. 
U.  P.  GoUiday,  "  W.  H.  H.  Beadle. 
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ON   REVISALS. 


Charles  Hill,  in    place   of   Daniel   M.    Bates. 
W.  G.  Miller,  "  Caleb   D.   Pillsbury. 
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Korisals. 


ON   THE   STATE   OF  THE   CHURCH. 
Bennett  Mitchell,  in  place  of  W.  H.  H.  Beadle. 


Stftte  of  die 
Church. 


ON    ITINERANCY.  Itinerancy. 

Thomas  B.   Lemon,  in   place  of  E.   H.   Rogers. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  print 
the  list  of  Committees,  as  now  constituted,  in  the  Daily 
Advocate  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion  of  I.  D.  King,  A.  E.  Ballard  was  added 
to  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the  excursion 
to  Long  Branch. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned.  After  the  dox- 
ology  was  sung,  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
George  W.  Clarke,  of  the  Erie  Conference. 


SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  11. 


]\Iay  11. 

Tenth  Day. 


Foster  has  leave 
of  absence. 


Conference  met  this  morning.  Bishop  Simpson  in  the 
chair. 

The    usual    religious   services   were    conducted   by 
Henry  Slicer,  of  the  Baltimore  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read 
and  appi-oved. 

R.  S.  Foster  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  one  week  on  account  of  pressing  duties  at  Drew 
Theological  Seminary  during  Commencement  week, 
and  Lucius  II.  King,  the  first  reserve  from  the  New 
York  Conference,  was  admitted  a  member  of  this  body.  King  admitted, 
and  assigned  to  Committees  in  his  stead. 

The  list  of  Committees  was  called  for  the  presenta-  Keports. 
tion  of  reports,  and  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  submitted  a^  report  pro- 
viding for  a  memorial  service  in  relation  to  the  de- 
ceased Bishops  of  the  Church,  and  it  was  adopted  as 
follows,  namely  : 


Committee     on 
El)is<'o|iary 
report  a  Pro- 
g:ramme     for 
Memorial 
Services. 
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:Ma.y  11.  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  present  the  following  report  con- 

Tkvth  Day.      cemina:  memorial  services  for  the  deceased  Bishops : 

Resolved,  1.  Tliat  the  memorial  services  for  the  deceased  Bishops 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Saturday  next  at  half  past  ten 
o'clock  A.  M. 

Resolved.  2.  That  the  Bishops  be  and  hereby  are  requested  to 
designate  one  of  their  number  to  present  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life 
and  character  of  eacli  of  the  four  deceased  Bishops. 

Resolved.  3.  That  Dr.  Curry  be  desifrnated  to  speak  concerning 
the  character  of  Bishop  Thomson.  Dr.  Hitchcock  to  represent  Bishop 
Clark.  Dr.  Moses  Hill  to  represent  Bishop  Kingsley.  and  Dr.  "War- 
ren to  represent  Bishop  Baker,  each  speaker  to  limit  his  remarks  to 
fifteen  minutes. 

Resolved,  4.  That  Dr.  Hibbard  be  appointed  to  preside  on  the 
occasion,  and  Dr.  Reid  to  conduct  the  devotional  exercises. 

Committee   on       Jesse  T.  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itin- 

Itinerancv  re-  •    -i       r.     i       o 

ported   back  evaucy,  reported  back  the  memorial  of  the  South-west 

certain      pa-  *  .  ,     .       ,.        . 

per.  CTerraan   Conierence  relating  to   our  work  m  loreign 

lands,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Missions,  and  it  was  referred  ac- 
cordingly. 

Committee  on  J.  S.  M'Calmout  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving 
Concern.  OH  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  and 
his  request  was  granted,  and  Moses  Hill,  of  the  Erie 
Conference  delegation,  was  appointed  to  the  Commit- 
tee in  his  stead. 

Committee  on       L.    C.    Matlack,    Chairman    of   the    Committee   on 

Boundaries  . 

reported  back  Boimdaries,  reported  back  the  memorial  of  Thomas 

per.  Harwood  and  two  others,  of  the  Colorado  Conference, 

with  the  recommendation   that  it  be  referred  to  the 

Committee   on  Missions,  and  it  was  accordingly  so 

referred. 

He  also  returned  the  memorial  of  Emperor  Willi :ims 
and  forty  others  in  relation  to  Colored  Bishops,  nnd  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 
Committee  on       E.  O.  Haven,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Re- 
ported   back  visals,  reported  back  the  petition   of  John  Bowman 
per.  ^     ^*    and  two  others,  of  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference,  on  the 
election  of  Presiding  Elders,  with  the  recommendation 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee   on  Itim-i-ancy, 
and  it  was  so  referred. 
Committee   on       S.  W.  Thoma«,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee 

Expen  ses    of 

Delegates  re-  on  E.Kpenses  of  Delegates,  submitted   the   following 


ported. 


report,  which  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Your  Committee  report  that  the  following  expenses  be  allowed: 
Expense  of  travel  in  a  direct  line  from  home  to  the  seat  of  the 
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Conference   and    back,  including:   meals   and  lodging  during  that      Miay  11- 
time.  Tenth  Day. 

Pl\-penses  of  travel  on  city  cars  to  and  from  the  Conference  or 
Committees'  place  of  meeting. 

E.x'pense  of  procuring  dinner  at  such  times  as  that  their  homes 
cannft  be  reached  without  neglecting  the  business  of  the  General 
Conference. 

In  making  out  the  bills  of  expense  the  Committee  would  recom- 
mend the  following  order : 

1.  The  Conference. 

2.  The  number  of  delegates. 

3.  Amount  apportioned. 

4.  Amount  I'aised. 

5.  Expense  of  each  delegate  in  items,  as  follows : 

(1.)  Expense  from  home  to  General  Conference  and  return,  also 
meals  and  lodging  during  that  time  included. 

(2.)  Expense  for  meals  for  those  who  could  not  go  to  their  re- 
spective places  of  entertainment  for  dinner. 

(3.)  Expense  of  travel  on  city  cars.  The  items  to  be  added,  and 
the  delegates'  names  to  be  signed  thereto. 

The  bills  of  each  delegation  to  be  made  out  so  as  to  show  the 
aggregate,  and  that  it  shall  be  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  dele- 
gation. 

The  Committee  also  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates  be  and 
are  hereby  instructed  to  purchase  such  books  and  stationery  as  are 
necessary,  and  to  print  such  blanks  as  may  be  required. 

The  roll  of  Conferences  was  then   called  for  peti-  Petitions,    Mo- 
tions, memorials,  and  appeals,  and  they  were  presented     Appeafs.  "" 
and  referred  as  follows,  namely : 


BALTIMORE.  Baltimoeb. 

T.  M.  Eddy  presented  the  memorial  of  Henry  Slicer  Book    Deposi- 
and  others,  directors  in  the  Baltimore  Book  Deposi-        ^' 
tory,  asking  for  certain  privileges,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

J.  A.  M'Cauley  presented  the  action  of  the  Balti-  Episcopacy. 
more  Conference  in  relation  to  the  Episcopacy,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy. 

J.  S.  Deale  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Baltimore  Boundaries. 
Conference  concerning  boundaries,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

At  this  stage  of  the  pioceedings  the  Chair  intro-  Henry  Boehm 

^       %       .■  1       T>  TT  T^      ,  introduced, 

duced  to  the  Conference  the  Kev.  Henry  Boehm,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  oldest  Methodist  preacher  now  living, 
being  ninety-seven  years  of  age,  aud  having  been  in 
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the  mini.'^try  over  seventy  years.     He  addressed  a  few 
appropriate  ami  earnest  words  to  the  Conference. 

The  call  of  Conferences  was  resumed,  and  petitions, 
memorials,  and  appeals  were  presented  and  referred  as 
follows,  namely : 


BLACK  RIVER, 
presented  a  memorial 


L.  D.  White  presented  a  memorial  on  the  relation 
of  many  of  onr  ministers  and  members  to  secret  or- 
ganizations, etc.,  signed  by  William  L.  Chambers  and 
thirteen  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Church. 


Support  of  Pre- 
siding Elders. 


Form  of  ap- 
pointment of 
Missionaries. 


CALIFORNIA. 

Edward  Moore  presented  resolutions  of  the  Stockton 
Ministerial  Association  in  reference  to  the  support  of 
Presiding  Elders,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Itinerancy. 

Otis  Gibson  presented  the  memorial  of  S.  L.  Bald- 
win and  six  other  returned  missionaries  in  regard  to 
the  form  of  appointment  of  foreign  missionaries,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 


Central  Ilh-  ,..,',/    ,  CENTRAL   ILLINOIS. 

N0T8. 

Appeal  Of  Jesse       O.  S.  Munsell  presented  the  appeal  of  Jesse  B.  Craig 
B.  Uraig.        ^YQ^  the  action  of  the  Central  Illinois  Conference,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals. 


Cf.vtral  New 

York. 


CENTRAL   NEW   YORK. 

B.  I.  Ives  presented  the  action  of  the  Red  Creek, 
Rose,  Wolcott,  Huron,  Butler,  and  Savannah  Quar- 
terly Conferences  on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  the  following  memorials  on  the 
subject  of  boundaries :  one  from  twenty  Quarterly  Con- 
ferences of  Oswego  District,  comprising  about  three 
hundred  official  members  of  the  Church  ;  and  one  from 
East  Oswego  Station,  signed  by  Crasman  and  fifty 
others;  also  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  Central 
New  York  Conference  as  refers  to  Boundaries,  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
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B.  S.  Wright  presented  three  remonstrances  against 
a  change  of  Conference  boundaries — one  from  eighteen 
Quarterly  Conferences  of  Rome  District,  comprising 
two  hundred  and  seventy-five  official  members  ;  one 
signed  by  J.  H.  French  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
others ;  and  one  from  Oneida,  signed  by  S.  L.  Bender 
and  tliirteen  others,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 


TVIay  11. 

Tenth  Dat. 
Boundaries. 


CENTRAL   OHIO. 


Centeal  Ohio. 


William  Lawrence  presented  the  memorial  of  Lem-  Law  Questions. 
uel  Herbert  and  Harrison  Maltbie,  of  St.  Johns,  asking 
the  decision  of  certain  law  questions  relating  to  Church 
trials,    and    it    was    referred    to    the    Committee    on 
Appeals. 

T.   H.  Wilson  presented  a  memorial  from  Mai'ion   Boundaries. 
Quarterly  Conference  on  the  subject  of  boundaries, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  boundaries. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Daniel  Cable 
and  five  others,  asking  for  a  disciplinary  pi'ovision  for 
determining  the  location  of  a  church  site  in  a  given 
case,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visals. 

S.  L.  Roberts  presented  a  memorial  from  Carding- 
ton,  signed  by  John  Shur  and  thirty-two  others,  ask- 
ing to  be  restored  to  the  Central  Ohio  Conference,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


Location        of 
Church  sites. 


CENTRAL   PENNSYLVANIA.  CentralPf.nn- 

STLVANIA. 

Samuel  Barnes  presented  resolutions  of  St.  Paul's   Boundaries. 
Church,  Hazleton,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  and 
they  wei'e  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the   Episcopacy. 
Central   Pennsylvania   Conference   as   relates   to   the 
Episcopacy,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy. 

CINCINNATI.  CI^•clN^-ATI. 

John  F.  Marlay  presented  a  remonstrance  from  East  Boundaries. 
Liberty  Circuit,  Cincinnati  Conference,  on  the  subject 
of  boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 
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Miay  11. 

Tr.KTii  Day. 
Deb  Moines. 
Boundaries. 


Presiding   Eld- 
ership. 


Book     Deposi- 
tory. 


Book     Deposi- 
tory. 


Changes  of  Dis- 
cipline. 


Fraternal  Dele- 
gates. 


Weslevan 
Methodist 
Church       of 
Canada. 


Kev.  George  K. 
Sanderson, 
Kev.  Lachlin 
Taylor,  D.D., 
and  Kev. 

Alexander 
Sutherland. 


DES    MOINES. 

Bennett  Mitchell  presented  sundry  memorials  on 
boundaries,  as  follows :  one  from  Fort  Dodge  Dis- 
trict, one  from  Sioux  City  District ;  also  six  petitions 
from  Sioux  City  District,  signed  by  M.  C.  Marr  and 
thirty-eight  others ;  also  nine  petitions  from  P^ort 
Dodge  District,  signed  by  C.  H.  Knox  and  forty-six 
others  ;  also  a  memorial  signed  by  himself,  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  the  action  of  the  Des  Moines 
Conference  in  relation  to  the  Presiding  Eldership,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

W.  H.  H.  Beadle  presented  a  memorial,  signed  Viy 
himself  and  J.  W.  Todd,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Joseph  Knotts  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Quarterly  Conference  of  the  first  Church  in  Council 
Blufis,  asking  that  a  Book  Depository  be  established 
in  Council  Bluffs,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

P.  F.  Bresee  presented  a  memorial  from  Council 
Bluffs  District,  signed  by  E.  M,  H.  Flemraing  and  six- 
teen others,  relating  to  a  Book  Depository  at  Council 
Bluffs,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

U.  P.  Golliday  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  him- 
self and  Joseph  Knotts,  asking  for  certain  changes  in 
the  Discipline,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisals. 

The  hour  of  ten  o'clock  having  arrived,  on  motion, 
the  order  of  the  day,  to  wit,  the  reception  of  fraternal 
delegates,  was  taken  up. 

The  certificate  of  William  Morley  Punshon,  A.M., 
President  of  the  Conference  of  the  Weslevan  Method- 
ist Church  in  Canada,  accrediting  the  Kev.  George  R. 
Sanderson,  co-delegate;  the  Rev.  Lachlin  Taylor,  D.D., 
Missionary  Secretary  ;  and  the  Rev.  Alexander  Suth- 
erland, Secretary  of  the  Conference,  as  fraternal  dele- 
gates to  the  General  Conference,  was  read,  as  was  also 
the  Address  of  the  Conference  itself.  The  Rev.  Geo. 
R.  Sanderson  and  the  Rev.  Alexander  Sutherland  then 
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addressed  the  Conference.  The  Jlev.  Lachlin  Tay- 
lor, D.D.,  was  not  present.  [For  Credentials  and  Ad. 
dresses,  see  Appendix  13,  14,  15,  16.] 

The  Rev.  Henry  Pope,  Jr.,  President  of  the  Confer- 
ence of  Eastern  British  America,  presented  liis  creden- 
tials as  a  delegate  nnd  the  Address  of  the  Conlerence  to 
this  body,  and  after  they  were  read  he  addressed  tlie 
Confei'ence.  The  Rev.  Matthew  Richey,  D.D.,  who  had 
also  been  appointed  a  delegate  fi  om  the  Conference  of 
Eastern  IJritish  America,  was  absent  on  account  of 
personal  affliction.  [For  Addresses,  including  Creden- 
tials, see  Ajypendix  18,  19.] 

The  credentials  of  the  Ile\.  A.  Huntington  Clapp, 
D.D.,  of  New  York,  the  Hon.  J.  B.  Grinnell,  of  Iowa, 
and  the  Rev.  George  B.  Bacon,  of  New  Jersey,  dele- 
gates from  the  National  Council  of  the  Congregational 
Churches  in  the  United  States,  wei-e  read  ;  after  wliich 
the  Rev.  George  B.  Bacon,  the  only  delegate  present, 
addressed  the  Conference.  [For  Credentials  and  Ad- 
dress, see  Appendix  21,  22.] 

The  credentials  of  the  Rev.  E.  A.  Wheat,  of  Gene- 
see Conference ;  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Williams,  of  the  North 
Indiana  Conference  ;  the  Rev.  T.  B,  Giaham,  of  the 
Ohio  Conference,  and  the  Rev.  H.  Stackhouse,  of  the 
Indiana  Conference ;  also,  of  J.  H.  M'Claney,  T.  J. 
Finch,  and  J.  B.  Hamilton,  laymen,  fraternal  messen- 
gers and  commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Church,  were 
read;  after  wliich  the  Rev.  E  A.  Wheat  and  the 
Rev.  C.  H.  Williams  were  introduced  and  addressed 
tlie  Conference,  the  latter  reading  an  address.  [For 
Credentials  and  Addresses,  see  Aj^pendix  23,  24,  25.] 

On  motion  of  T.  M.  Eddy,  the  time  of  the  session 
was  extended. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Wilde  and  the  Rev.  M.  Benson, 
delegates  from  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Canada,  were  introduced  to  the  Conference,  and  be- 
cause of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  their  addresses  were 
deferred  for  the  present. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned. 

After  the  doxology  was  sung,  the  benediction  was 
pronounced  by  Thompson  Mitchell,  of  the  Central 
Pennsylvania  Conference. 
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May  13.  MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  13. 

Eleventh  Day 

The  Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Ames  in 
the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  F. 
G.  Hibbard,  of  the  East  Genesee  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday's  proceedings  was   read 
and  approved. 

On  motion  of  A.  S,  Hunt,  the  reception  of  Fra- 
ternal Delegates  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  Canada  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-mor- 
row at  eleven  o'clock. 
Keguiar  Order.  The  roll  of  Conferences  was  called  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals. 


Fraternal  Dele 
gates. 


Secret  Societies. 


L.  R.  Fisk  presented  the  petition  of  Hannibal  Lee 
and  twenty-two  others  on  Secret  Societies ;  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 


East  Gbnesbe.  EAST    GENESEE. 

Boundaries.  K.  P.  Jervis  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  Dennis  and 

Quarterly  Conference  concerning  change  of  Confer- 
ence relations,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Church 
and  congregation  of  Lima,  East  Genesee  Conference^ 
concerning  change  of  Conference  relations,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


Ekib.  ERIE. 

Boundaries.  J.  Leslie  presented  a  protest  from  Ashville  Charge, 

against  dividing  Erie  Conference,  signed  by  John 
Kent  and  sixteen  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Secret  Societies.  Q.  W.  Clarke  presented  the  petition  of  John  Bain, 
Hiram  Kingsley,  and  seventy-five  others,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Secret  oath-bound  Societies  ;  also  the  petition  of 
J.  E.  Brown  and  thirty-one  others;  also  the  petition 
of  E.  B.  Linn  and  fifty-three  others,  on  the  same  sub- 
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ject;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the     ^i«y  i'^- 
State  of  the  Church.  k.kvk.^d.t 

He   also    presented    a    petition     of    John     Robin.  Ritual. 
son,  to  have  the  irrelevant  quotations  in  the  Ritual  for 
baptism,  on  pages  14*7  and  148,  stricken  out,  and  the 
words  of  the  great  commission  used  instead,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  ' 


R.  L.  Waite  presented  a  memorial  from  the  mem-  Eijiscopai  Resi- 
bers   of  the   different  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches      faio. 
in  Buffiilo  on  the   subject  of  an  Episcopal   residence 
in  that  city,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Olean  District  Boundaries. 
Ministerial  Association  on  boundaries,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  an  extract  from  the  Genesee  Con-  insurance. 
ference  Journal  on  Insurance,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Insurance. 

He  also  presented  an  extract  from  the  Genesee  Con-  Episcopacy. 
ference  Journal  on  Episcopacy,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

He  also  presented  an  extract  from  the  Genesee  Con-  Daily  Paper, 
ference  Journal  on  a  daily  paper,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

He  also  presented  an  extract  from  the  Genesee  Con-  Boundaries. 
ference  Journal  on  boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


W.  S.  Prentice  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Illinois  Debt  of  Charles 
Conference  relative  to  the  debt  of  Chas.  Atkinson  to 
the  Book  Concern,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Book  Concern. 

INDIA,  India. 

H.  Mansell  presented  resolutions  of  the  India  Con-  church  Exten- 


ference,  asking  sucli  changes  as  will  enable  the  Church 
Extension  Society  to  appropriate  money  for  churches 
in  India,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Church  Extension. 

11 


sion. 
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He  also  presented  the  action  of  the  India  Conference 
on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


INDIANA. 

Bishop  Ames  presented  the  memorial  of  official 
members  of  Indianapolis  Churches  on  tlie  boundaries 
of  Indiana  Conference,  signed  by  J.  W.  Holland  and 
others,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 


Presiding    Eld- 
ership. 


Episcopal  Eesi- 
denoes. 


I.  A.  Hammer  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Iowa 
Electoral  Conference  in  reference  to  the  Presiding 
Eldership,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy;  also  a  resolution  of  the  Iowa  Electoral 
Conference  in  reference  to  the  residence  of  the  Bishops 
to  be  elected  by  this  General  Conference,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 


Church  Exten- 
sion Society. 


KANSAS. 

G.  S.  Dearborn  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Kan.sas 
Conference  delegation  asking  for  a  change  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Church  Extension  Society,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension. 


Missions  in  Af- 
rica. 


LIBERIA. 

C.  A.  Pitman  presented  a  petition  asking  for  a  more 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  Mission  work  in  Africa, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 


LoirisiANA.  LOUISIANA. 

Wants  of  the  L,  C.  Matlack  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Southern 
Souther!?"'^  Methodist  Convention  at  Athens,  Tenn.,  on  tlie  wants 
States.  Q^  ^j^g  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in    the  Southern 

States,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 
Episcopacy.  He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  same  Conven- 

tion on  the  subject  of  the  Episcopacy,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

At  the  request  of  L.  C.  Matlack,  these  papei-s  were 
read. 
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May  13. 

MAINE.  Eleventh  Dat 

P.  Jaques  presented  the  following  papers,  namely : 

1    ^-  I   .X       lif    •  f^      c  n\.         u   -i/       Church  Exten- 

resolutions  oi  the  Maine   Conference  on  Church  Ji.x-     sion. 
tension,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Church  Extension.     Resolutions  of  the  Maine  Confer- 
ence recommending  the  non-admission  of  any  one  to 
the  ministerial  office  who  uses  tobacco,  and  they  were  Tobacco. 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance.     Resolu- 
tions of  the  Maine  Conference   relative   to   Sunday-  Sanday-Schooi 
school  books  and  papers,  and  they  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts ;    also, 
resolutions   of   the  Maine  Conference    on    Presiding   Presiding  Eid- 
Eldership,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on     ^'^^  *^' 
Itinerancy. 

MISSOURI.  MlBSOTTKI. 

J.  H.  Hopkins  presented  a  plan  for  District  Confer-  District  Confer- 
ferences,   and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy. 

He  also  presented  the  action  of  the  Missouri  Con-  Episcopacy. 
ference  on  the  Episcopacy,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

He  also  presented  a  copy  of  the  Journal  of  the  Mis-  Presiding  Eid- 
souri  Conference  on  the  Presiding  Eldership,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 


ership. 


New       Hamp- 

BHIBE. 


ries. 


NEW  ENGLAND.  New  England 

J.  W.   Lindsay  presented  resolutions,  signed  by  H.   Conference  Pro- 

•'    '^  ^       o  J  bationers. 

Bannister  and  two  others,  relating  to  Conference  pro- 
bationers, and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

C.   M.  Dinsmore   presented   a   memorial   of  J.  F.  Preachers' Saia- 
Adams    and    others,    (which    was    approved    by   the 
action  of  the  New  Hampshire  Conference,)  asking  for 
a  revision  of  the  Discipline  concerning  preachers'  sala- 
ries, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

NEW    YORK.  New  York. 

C.  D.  Foss  presented  resolutions  of  the  New  York  Sunday  Mails. 
Conference  on  Sunday  mails,  and  they  were  refeiTed 
to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 
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:May  i:^.         A.  M.  Osbon  presented  extracts  from  the  Journal 
Eletenth  Day   ^^  ^^  ^^^  York  Conference  in  relation  to  the  suspen- 
^"preachers.  °^   sion  of  a  preacher  in  the  interval  of  Conference,  and 
they  -were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 


East. 
Boundaries. 


NOBTH  IXDI- 
ANA. 

Appeal  of  M. 
Mahin  from  a 
Decision  of 
Bishop  Scott. 


NEW   YORK   EAST. 

D.  Curry  presented  a  petition  for  a  change  in  Con- 
ference boundary  line  in  New  York  city,  from  the 
Quarterly  Conferences  of  Thirty-seventh-st.,  Beekman 
Hill,  and  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

NORTH  INDIANA. 

O.  V.  Lemon  presented  the  appeal  of  M.  Mahin 
from  Bishop  Scott's  decision,  conceniing  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Quarterly  Conferences  over  preachers  on 
trial,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Epis- 
copacy. 

W.  H.  Goode  presented  a  memorial  on  boundaries 
from  Grace  Church,  Indianapolis,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


noeth-west 
Indiana. 


Episcopacy. 


Revision  of  Dis- 
cipline. 


NORTH-WEST   INDIANA. 

John  Brownfield  presented  a  petition  from  First 
Charge,  South  Bend,  signed  by  F.  R.  Tutt  and  forty- 
seven  others,  for  changing  boundaries,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A.  A.  Gee  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Electoral 
Conference  of  North-west  Indiana  Conference  depre- 
cating any  change  in  the  General  Itinerant  Superin- 
tendency,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy. 

J.  C.  Reed  presented  resolutions  of  the  Xorth-west 
Indiana  Conference  on  insurance,  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Insurance ;  also  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Preachers'  Meeting  of  Lafayette,  Indiana, 
on  revision  of  the  Discipline,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals. 


Omo. 

Presiding  Eld- 
ers and 
Bishops. 


OHIO. 

J.    M.    Trimble    presented    the    petition    of  T.   H. 
Phillips  and  others  on  the  relation  of  Presiding  Elders 
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to  the  Bishops'  work  in  appointing  the  pastors,  and  it     ^Vlay  13. 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  leventh 


OREGON.  Obeqon, 

J.  F.  Devore  presented  a  memorial  on  boundaries,  Boundaries, 
signed  by  J.  F.  Devore  and  C.  C.  Stratton,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


PHILADELPHIA.  Phtladelphia. 

W.    C.    Robinson    presented    a   paper    on    Church  church  Finan- 
finances  from   the  Eleventh-street  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  T.  T.  Mason  and  Tracts. 
others  on  the  subject  of  improvement  in  our  tracts, 
and  it  was   referred  to   the  Committee   on   Sunday- 
Schools  and  Tracts. 

PITTSBURGH.  Pittsbtjegh. 

J.  W.  Baker  presented  a  paper  on  auditing  the  ac-   Auditing    Ac- 
counts of  Freeiding  Elders  and  Preachers,  signed  by      Presiding 
J.  W.  Baker  and  four  others,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

I.  C.   Pershing  presented  a  resolution  on  District  District Confer- 

*'_  J^  _  ences. 

Conferences,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy. 

S.  H.  Nesbit  presented  a  paper  on  the  eligibility  of   i-ocai    Preach- 

,    -r.  ,  ,         ,  •       •         ,       -r         -r^,  ,        ^rs  and  Eleo- 

Local  Preachers  to  membership  in  the  Lay  Electoral      torai  confer- 
Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Church. 

James   S.   Bracken  presented   a   resolution   of  the  Boundaries. 
Conference  on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Joseph  Horner  presented  a  petition  on  behalf  of    Boundaries. 
Charges  and  Quarterly  Conferences,  asking  that  the 
boundaries  of  the  Pittsbui-gh  Conference  in  the  Pan 
Handle,  West  Virginia,  be  not  changed,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  J.  T.  Boyle  and  Buying      and 

,  .  ,      .  ,         .  ,  „.  seUing     Llq- 

nineteen   others   in    relation    to    buying    and    selling      now. 
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LEVENTH    AT  ^^^  .^  ^^^  referTcd  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 


Pbovidknok. 


PROVIDENCE. 


Electing  Stew-  M.  J.  Talbot  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Quarterly 
Conference  of  Power-street  Church,  Providence,  rela- 
tive to  the  mode  of  electing  Stewards  and  Trustees, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

He  also  presented  the  action  of  the  Conference  on 
the  appointment  of  temperance  committees  by  Quar- 
terly Conferences,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals. 

New  Magazine.  He  also  presented  the  action  of  the  Conference  on  a 
new  Magazine,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

Hymn  Book.  He  also  presented  the  action  of  the  Conference  on 

the  revision  of  the  Hymn  Book,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Boundaries.  He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Leaders  and 

Stewards'  Meeting  of  Providence  in  favor  of  change 
of  Conference  boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 


Secret  Societies. 


ROCK   RIVER. 

J.  H.  More  presented  a  memorial  from  Milford 
Engart  and  others  asking  a  change  of  boundaries,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

S.  A.  W.  Jewett  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Conference,  adopted  at  its  session  of  October, 
1871,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  on  the  subject  of  Secret 
Societies,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 


Saint  Louis. 

Weekly      Sun- 
day-School 
Paper. 


SAINT   LOUIS. 


James  W.  L.  Slavens  presented  a  petition  from  Grace 
Avenue  Chu'-ch  Sunday-school,  Kansas  City,  in  favor 
of  a  weekly  Sunday-school  paper,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts. 
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SOUTH    CAROLINA. 

A.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  of  E.  W.  Jackson 
and  forty-six  others  on  the  subject  of  temperance,  and 
it  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Temperance. 

He  also  presented  petitions  and  memorials  against 
separate  Conferences  or  sittijigs  on  account  of  race  or 
color  as  follows  :  from  V.  H.  Buckley  and  twenty-five 
others,  from  B.  L.  Roberts  and  one  hundred  and  seven- 
teen others,  from  J.  E.  Wilson,  Jr.,  and  forty-six  others, 
from  J.  M'Leod  and  one  hundred  and  seventy  others, 
from  Burrell  James  and  forty-one  others,  all  of  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  B.  Middleton  presented  extracts  from  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  South  Carolina  Conference,  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

C.  H.  Holloway  presented  a  petition  of  H.  J.  Fox 
and  twelve  others  against  making  any  invidious  dis- 
tinctions on  account  of  race  or  color  by  separate  Con- 
ferences or  sittings,  or  in  official  elections,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


jNIuy  13. 

Elevesth  Day 
South      Caeo- 


Temperance. 

Agrainst  sepa- 
rate Confer- 
ences. 


Separate    Con- 
ferences. 


SOUTH-EASTERN   INDIANA.  S.  E.  Ik-diana. 

S.  Tincher  presented  a  memorial  from  Grace  Church,   Boundaries. 
Indianapolis,  on  boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

SOUTH-WEST   GERMAN.  S.  W.  German. 

Adam  Klippel  presented  the  petition  of  J.  P.  Miller,   ^■"^^j^^jjl"^  ^''^• 
Sen.,  and  others  in  favor  of  making  the  Presiding  Eld- 
ership elective,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Itinerancy. 

TENNESSEE.  Tennessee. 

John  Braden  presented  the  action  of  the  Lay  Elect-  i^piscopacy. 
oral  Conference  of  Tennessee,  and  also  extracts  from 
the  Journal  of  the  Tennessee  Conference  against  any 
change  in  the  episcopal  term  of  office,  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 


UPPER   IOWA.  Upper  Iowa. 

J.  Bowman  presented  a  remonstrance  against  any  Boundaries, 
change  in  the  boundary  of  the  Upper  Iowa  Conference, 
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WASHINGTON.  WASHINGTON. 

Stewards  and  B,  Brown  presented  a  memorial  of  himself  and  four 
others,  asking  for  a  plainer  definition  of  the  duties  of 
Stewards  and  Trustees,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 


Wisconsin.  WISCONSIN. 

General  Rules.  P.  B.  Pease  presented  a  petition  for  a  change  in  the 
General  Rules,  signed  by  W.  C.  Sherwood,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

School  in  Nor-  H.  Bannister  presented  a  memorial  in  behalf  of  a 
^*^'  school  in  Norway,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 

tee on  Missions. 

Lady  Editor  of       He  also  presented  a  memorial  in  relation  to  a  lady 


tory.   '^^°*'"  editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 


Wyoming.  WYOMING. 

Separate  Vote  De  Witt  C.  Olmstcd  presented  a  petition  of  himself 
and  Laymen^  and  Others,  asking  for  a  change  in  the  Discipline  on 
the  separate  vote  of  ministers  and  laymen,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Solemnization  R.  Nclson  presented  a  memorial  of  Wvoming  Con- 
ference,  asking  a  change  in  the  Discipline  to  authorize 
every  minister  in  charge  of  a  circuit  or  station  to  sol- 
emnize matrimony,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals. 


ofMatrimony. 


Changes  in  the       The  foUowinsc  cbangcs  m  the  Committees  were  made 

Committees.  •  ^  xi         j    i         ^-  n 

at  the  suggestion  ot  the  delegations  severally  con- 
cerned, namely : 

Iowa.  F.  W.  Evans,  of  the  Iowa  delegation,  was  excused 

from  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  and  E.  H.  Waring 
was  appointed  in  his  stead  ;  E.  H.  Waring  was  ex- 
cused from  serving  on  the  Committee  on  Education, 
and  F.  W.  Evans  was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

Indiana.  "W".  C.  Dc  Pauw,  of  the  Indiana  delegation,  was  ex- 

cused from  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
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cern,   and   R.   W.   Thompson   was    appointed   in   his     Miay  13. 

stead.  Eleventh  DAT 

David  Rutledge  was  excused  from  the  Special  Com-  Tennessee. 
mittee  on  the  Book  Concern,  and  Robert  Quinn  was 
appointed  in  his  stead  ;  Robert  Quinn  was  excused 
from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Churcli,  and 
Thomas  Caldwell  was  appointed  in  his  stead ;  Thomas 
Caldwell  was  excused  from  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
ai-ies,  and  David  Rutledge  was  appointed  in  his 
stead. 

The  roll  of  Conferences  was  called  for  Resolutions  Resolutions  and 
and  Miscellaneous  Business,  and  they  were  presented      Business. 
and  disposed  of  as  follows,  namely: 

BALTIMORE.  Baltmore. 

T,  M.  Eddy  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  Eddy   on  De- 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the     church  Prop- 

V^UUlcn  .  the  War. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  use  and  destruction  of  our  parsonages 
and  churches  during  the  late  war;  whether  or  not  just  claim  ex- 
ists for  compensation  for  the  same,  and  if  there  be  sucli  just  claim, 
to  report  some  plan  for  securing  the  payment  of  the  same. 

CALIFORNIA.  Califoenia. 

W.  J.  Maclay  pi-esented  the  following  resolution,  Maciay  on 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Magazine. 
Concern : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  publishing  a  monthly  magazine 
that  shall  serve  as  a  connecting  link  between  the  "Ladies'  Reposi- 
tory "  and  the  "  Quarterly  Review." 

He  also  offered  the  following,  which  was  referred  to  Maciay  on  Eiec- 

.  °'  tion  of  Stew- 

the  Committee  on  Revisals:  ards. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline  as  to  make  Stew- 
ards elective  by  their  respective  Churches,  and  that  women  as  well 
as  men  shall  be  eligible  to  said  office. 


Otis  Gibson  presented  the  following,  which  was  re- 


Gibsou  on  Con- 
stitution   of 


ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions :  Mis.sionary 

Society. 
Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  Missionary  Society,  Arti- 
cle XII,  line  first,  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "may" 
and  inserting  in  its  place  the  word  "shall,"  so  that  the  amended 
sentence  shall  read :   "  The  Board  shall  provide  for  the  support  of 
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]VIay  13.      superannuated  missionaries,  and  tlie  widows  and  orphans  of  mis- 
EleventuDay    sionaries  wlio  may  not  be  provided  for  by  their  Annual  Conferences 
respectively." 

Gibson  on  Sal-       He  also  Submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 
s[onaHe8.^'*    was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  there  is  any  diflerence  in  the  salaries  paid  to  missionaries 
from  different  foreign  fields  while  at  home  on  furlough ;  and  if  so, 
what  are  the  reasons  for  such  diflerence. 

Gibson  on  Su-       He  also  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
of  Mis^s^ons.''^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy : 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire whether  there  is  any  disciplinary  authority  for  the  office  of 
Superintendent  of  a  Mission,  with  the  duties  and  powers  assigned 
to  it  in  the  "  Missionary  Manual,"  and  what  action,  if  any,  should 
be  taken  by  this  General  Conference  on  the  subject. 

Tanseyon  Mis-       J.  R.  Tansev  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 

sionary     Ee-  ,.  -,  i       ^  .  t,,.      .  i 

port.  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  Missionary  Society,  m  connection 
with  their  Report  of  yearly  receipts  and  expenditures,  be  requested 
to  give  to  the  General  Conference  a  detailed  statement  of  the  loca- 
tion and  value  of  all  real  estate  owned  by  the  Society. 

Tansey  on  He  also  presented  the  following  resolutions,  which 

change  of  Kit-  «  t  ■,       r-t  •  -r.       •      i 

uai.  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  lievisals : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Discipline,  Part  IV,  chap,  iii,  page  166,  last 
line,  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "unto  thee,"  so  that 
the  sentence  as  amended  shall  read,  "And  here  we  offer  and  pre- 
sent, 0  Lord,  ourselves,  our  souls  and  bodies,  to  be  a  reasonable, 
holy,  and  lively  sacrifice  unto  thee." 
Tansey  on  Ten-       Resolved,  2.  Tliat  the  Book  Agents  and  Secretaries  of  the  several 
ure  of  Office   Societies  elected  by  the  General  Conference  shall  not  be  ehgible  to 
Agents\nd     ^^^^  ^^"^^  oflSce  for  more  than  eight  consecutive  years. 
Secretaries. 

Central   New  CENTRAL   NEW  YORK. 

York. 

Week  of  Pray-  D.  D.  Lore  presented  a  paper  relating  to  a  week  of 
prayer  in  May,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Central  Ohio.  CENTRAL    OHIO. 

Missionary  Ee-  \y,  L.  Harris  presented  the  Quadrennial  Report  of 
the  General  Missionary  Committee,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Missions.     [For  Report,  see  Ap- 

Harmonnt    on     pencUx  49.] 
Support     of     '  t  ^y        c  ^^         • 

the  Bishops.         Alexander  Harmount  presented  the  loUowing  reso- 
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lution,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  special  Committee  on     Miay  13. 
Support  of  the  Bishops :  ^""^"''"  °^" 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  changing  the  Discipline,  Part 
VI,  chap,  i,  sec.  1,  page  267  :  '•  Quest.  What  provision  siiall  be 
made  for  the  support  of  the  Bishops,  and  the  widows  and  children 
of  decea.sed  Bishops?"  so  as  to  read,  "The  General  Conference 
shall  appoint  a  Committee  of  five  ministers  and  five  laymen,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  amount  necessary  to 
furnish  a  competent  support  to  each  Bishop,  cousidering  the  num- 
ber and  condition  of  his  family,  and  apportion  the  same  among  the 
several  Annual  Conferences  according  to  the  number  and  ability 
of  the  ministers  and  members  of  said  Conferences  ;  and  each  of  the 
Annual  Conferences  shall  be  authorized  to  adopt  such  measures  for 
raising  the  amount  as  may  seem  wise  and  just  to  them." 

He  also  presented  the  following,  which  was  referred  Harmount  on 

'^    .  °'  the  Presiding^ 

to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  namely :  Eldership. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  changing  the  Discipline,  Part  II, 
chap,  ii,  sec.  14,  page  93,  "  Quest.  1.  By  whom  are  the  Presiding 
Elders  to  be  chosen  ?  "  to  read : 

How  are  the  Presiding  Elders  chosen  ? 

Ans.  The  Presiding  Elders  shall  be  elected  in  the  Annual  Con- 
ferences by  ballot. 

"  QuL'st.  2.  By  whom  are  the  Presiding  Elders  to  be  stationed  and 
chaased  ?  "  to  read : 

By  whom  are  the  Presiding  Elders  to  be  stationed  and  changed  ? 

Jres-.  By  the  Annual  Conference ;  the  election  to  be  for  two  years, 
and  in  the  order  in  which  the  districts  become  vacant. 

"  Quest.  3.  How  long  may  a  Bishop  allow  an  Elder  to  preside  in 
the  same  district  ?  "  to  read : 

How  long  may  an  Annual  Conference  allow  an  Elder  to  preside 
in  the  same  district  ? 

Ans.  For  a  term  not  exceeding  four  years  ;  after  which  he  shall 
not  be  elected  to  the  same  district  for  six  years. 

DES   MOINES.  Des  Mowbs. 

Bennett  Mitchell  offered  the  following  resolution,  Mitchell  on  ad- 

and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals :  ^^°^  ^^" 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  so  changing  the  Discipline  as  that  in  all  cases 
of  appeal  brought  to  an  Annual  or  Quarterly  Conference  the  ques- 
tion of  admitting  siiall  be  determined  by  the  presiding  officer  and 
not  by  the  vote  of  the  Conference ;  and  also,  so  that  in  all  such 
cases  of  appeal,  if  it  be  shown  that  the  trial  below  was  informal 
and  contrary  to  the  rules  of  Discipline,  the  president  shall  order  a 
new  trial. 

ERIE.  Ebm. 

R,  A.   Caruthers  offered  the  following  resolution,   Camthers  oq 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals:  -Hoiy^cX- 

olio," 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  so  changing  the  Discipline,  Part  IV,  chap,  i, 
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]Ma.y  13.      sec.  2,  page  150,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  Holy  Catholic,"  and 
ElbvknthDat    inserting  in  their  stead  "unity  of  the,"  so  that  the  clause  will  read, 
"And  dost  thou   believe    in  the   Holy  Ghost,  the   unity  of  the 
Church,  the  communion  of  saints,"  etc. 

Caruthers  on        He  also  presented  the  folio  wince,  which  were  laid  on 

Metliodist  ,  1  1  -I          T         J.I  •    r\ 

Episcopacy,     the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  General  Itinerant  Superintendency  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Cluirch  is  a  highly-cherished  agency  in  the 
working  of  our  itinerant  ministry,  and  that  its  inviolability  and 
perpetuity  are  wisely  protected  by  the  Third  Restrictive  Rule; 
while  to  the  General  Conference  is  given  the  duty  to  provide  that 
^all  its  details  shall  be  so  arranged  as  to  promote  its  highest  possi- 
ble efficiency. 

Besolved,  2.  That  the  General  Conference  has  "full  powers  to 
make  rules  and  regulations  "  for  the  organization  and  manage- 
ment of  the  General  Superintendency  in  all  things  not  covered  by 
the  Third  Restrictive  Rule,  by  which  it  is  forbidden  to  "  do  away 
Episcopacy  or  destroy  the  plan  of  our  General  Itinerant  Superin- 
tendency " — the  office  and  its  incumbents  being  in  all  respects  sub- 
ordinate to  the  General  Conference,  and,  except  as  above  named, 
subject  to  its  action. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  General  Superintendency  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  is  not,  according  to  the  ordinary  ecclesiastical 
use  of  language,  an  ordtr  of  the  ministry,  separate  and  distinct 
from  the  efdership,  but  simply  an  offi.ce  in  our  ministry. 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  right  and  authority  of  any  person  to  as- 
sume or  continue  to  hold  the  office  of  a  General  Superintendent,  or 
to  exercise  its  functions,  are  derived  solely  from  his  election  by  the 
General  Conference,  to  which  the  act  of  ordination  adds  no  author- 
ity or  qualification,  but  is  only  a  formal  induction  of  the  elected 
person  into  office. 

Resolved,  5.  That  for  the  better  ordering  of  the  General  Superin- 
tendency, and  to  promote  its  effectiveness  in  its  own  special  prov- 
ince, it  is  expedient  that  the  Superintendents  shall  be  as  far  as  pos- 
sible reheved  of  all  non-episcopal  work. 

Resolved,  6.  That  to  relieve  the  Superintendents  from  all  unnec- 
essary pecuniary  burdens,  and  to  secure  for  the  Church  only  really 
effective  men  in  the  Superintendency,  there  shall  be  provided  some 
adequate  and  easily  applied  method  for  retiring  disabled  and  super- 
annuated Superintendents. 

Resolved,  7.  That  it  is  proper  and  desirable,  since  they  are  pastors 
in  the  Church,  that  our  Superintendents  should  be  supported 
pecuniarily  by  the  direct  contributions  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  8.  That  as  traveling  preachers  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  our  Superintendents  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  accorded  to  others,  and  especially  that  of  trial  and 
appeal ;  to  secure  which,  they  should  be  members  of  the  Annual 
Conferences,  to  which  they  should  be  answerable  for  their  moral 
and  Cliristian  characters "  and  conduct,  while  for  their  official 
actions  they  are  responsible  only  to  the  General  Conference. 

Resolved,  9.  That  the  jurisdiction  of  our  Superintendents  should 
remain  a  unit,  but  their  residences  should  be  distributed  under 
authority  of  the  General  Conference. 

Graham       on       John   Graham  presented  the  following  resolution, 

Trial  of  Mem-  ,  ,       ^  .  ti       •      i 

bers.  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisais : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisala  be  instructed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  striking  out  the  words  "  who 
shall  not  be  members  oi  tiie  Quarterly  Conference,''  (see  Discipline, 
page  126,  sec.  5,  Trial  of  an  Accused  Member;)  so  that  it  shall 
read,  "  How  shall  an  accused  member  be  brought  to  trial  ?  Am. 
Before  a  Committee  of  not  less  than  five;  and  if  the  preacher 
judge  it  necessary,  he  may  select  the  Committee  from  any  part  of 
tiie  District,"  the  members  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  being 
especially  provided  for.     (See  Discipline,  page  136,  sec.  3.) 


IVIay  13. 

Eleventh  Dat 


On  motion  of  G.  W.  Clarke,  the  following  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  : 

Whereas,  Many  of  our  superannuated  preachers,  whose  strength 
has  been  given  to  the  Church,  are  unable,  owing  to  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments, to  attend  the  sessions  of  their  Conferences  ; 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  deemed  lawful  and  proper  for  the  Con- 
ference Stewards  to  pay  their  traveling  expenses  from  the  funds  of 
the  Church. 


Clarke  on  Trav- 
eling Expen- 
ses of  Super- 
annuated 
Preachers. 


GERMANY   AND  SWITZERLAND. 

L.  S.  Jacoby  offered  the  following,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Missions  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  if  a  missionary  has  served  longer  than  ten  years 
in  a  foreign  mission  and  is  superannuated  by  his  Conference,  tlien 
the  Missionary  Society  has  to  provide  for  him,  or  in  case  of  his 
death,  for  his  widow  or  orphans,  as  regulated  by  the  Discipline, 
Part  VI,  chap,  i,  sec.  4,  page  270. 

ILLINOIS. 

W".  S.  Prentice  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  adding  the  following  proviso  to  sec.  4, 
chap,  i,  Part  VI,  page  271,  of  the  Discipline,  which  relates  to  the 
support  of  superannuated  preachers:  ''Provided,  that  the  An- 
nual Conferences,  or  any  of  them,  may  appoint  a  Committee  of 
not  less  tlian  five  nor  more  than  thirteen,  to  be  called  the  Com- 
mittee on  Conference  Claimants,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  the 
estimates  above  named,  and  said  Committee  shall  have  full  power 
to  consider  and  determine  the  basis  on  which  the  distribution  of 
the  Conference  funds  shall  be  made  to  the  Conference  claimants." 


Gekmant  and 
switzekland. 

Jacoby  on  Sup- 
port of  Su- 
perannuated 
Missionaries. 


Illinois. 

Prentice         on 
Support      of 
Superannu- 
ated  Preach- 
ers. 


Cyrus  Nutt  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  and  are 
hereby  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  defining  and 
settling  the  relations  of  tlie  Agents  of  tlte  Book  Concern  to  each 
otiier,  making  the  Agent  chief  and  the  assistants  his  subordinates. 


Nutt  on  the 
Kelations  of 
the  Agents  of 
the  Bouk 
Concern. 
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IVtay  13. 

Elkventu  Day 

Hiffht  on  Con- 
stitutional 
Changes. 


.  Joho  J.  Hight  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  omitting  the  words,  "  by  or  witli  the 
advice  ol'  two  thirds  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences  "  from  Part  II, 
cliap.  i,  ans.  2,  pap^e  48,  lines  nine  and  ten  ;  and  in  the  same  answer, 
at  line  twelve,  strike  out  "  two  thirds  "  and  insert  "  a  majority." 


Io-«:a.  IOWA. 

Waring       on       E.  H.  Waring  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 

semi-annual  -  -i   ,       -i       ^  •  -r  • 

visits  of  the  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy : 

Presiding 

Elder.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  requested  to  in- 

quire into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  the  Discipline  as  to  re- 
quire semi-annual  instead"  of  quarterly  visitations  of  the  Presiding 
Elder. 


Waring  on  Col- 
portage. 


He  also  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern : 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed 
to  consider  and  report  to  the  General  Conference  on  the  most  practi- 
cable and  efficient  plan,  whether  by  colportage,  local  depositories,  or 
otherwise,  for  the  more  general  distribution  of  the  books  and  other 
publications  of  our  Book  Concern. 


Marshall  on 
Baptismal  Re- 
generation. 


KANSAS. 


W.  K.  Marshall  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  so 
change  the  baptismal  service  of  our  Book  of  Discipline  as  to  free 
it  from  even  the  suspicion  of  teaching  the  doctrine  of 
regeneration. 


J.  J.  "Wright  submitted  the  following,  which  was 


Wright  on  Dis- 

ences.  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  : 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  consider  and  report 
as  to  the  expediency  of  providing  for  District  Conferences,  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  That  said  Conference  embrace  the  territory  included  in  the 
Presiding  Elder's  District. 

2.  That  the  representation  in  said  Conference  be  composed  of  all 
the  traveling  and  local  ministers,  and  one  layman  from  each  charge 
in  said  district. 

3.  That  the  Presiding  Elder  be  the  presiding  officer  at  the  meet- 
ings of  said  Conference. 

4.  That  the  specific  work  of  said  Conference  be  to  fix  the  salary 
of  the  Presiding  Elder;  to  give  and  renew  licenses;  try  appeals; 
recommend  for  Orders;  and  elect  lay  delegates  to  the  Annual 
Conference. 

5.  That  said  Conference  meet  annually. 
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IMay  13. 

KENTUCKY.  Eleventh  Day 

Kentttckt. 

Amos  Shinkle  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  ^,    ^, 

°       .  '  Shinkle  on  tlie 

it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals :  Book    Com- 

mittee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Discipline  be  so  changed  that  it  shall  read  as 
follows : 

Amend  Part  V,  sec.  6,  paragraph  7.  Strike  out  the  words  "fif- 
teen traveling  ministers,"  and  insert  the  words,  "eight  ministers 
and  seven  laymen." 

Daniel  Stevenson  presented  the  following  resolution,  Stevenson    on 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals :  Preachersand 

Trustees. 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  and  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  define  more  clearly  the  relation  of  a  preacher  in  charge 
to  the  trustees  of  Church  property. 

LEXINGTON.  Lexington. 

Marshall  W.  Taylor  presented  the  following  resohi-  Taylor  on Terri- 
tion,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions  :      ferences. 

Resolved,  That  two  Conferences  shall  not  hereafter  be  established 
each  embracmg  the  same  territory. 

He  also  presented  the  following  preamble  and  reso-  Taylor      on 

1      •  11  f  -i  ^        r^  .  Boundaries. 

lution,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries : 

Whereas,  The  boundary  line  of  the  Lexington  Conference  has  not 
been  defined,  and  wherefore  it  becomes  the  duty  of  tliis  General 
Conference  to  define  said  boundary ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Lexington  Conference  shall  contain  within  its 
bounds  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  Indiana:  Provided,  the 
existing  Conferences  in  said  States  shall  not  be  affected  thereby. 

He  also  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  Taylor  on  Fra- 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspond-      ings. 


That  this  General  Conference  appoint  a  Committee  of 
three  to  bear  its  fraternal  greetings  to  the  African  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Zion  and  the  Colored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America, 
and  to  propose  terms  of  fraternal  union  with  them,  at  their  General 
Conference  in  1876. 

He  also  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolu-  Taylor  on  Mis- 
tion,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions :     ^*'"'*  "^    ""^ 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  God  to  make  the  Methodist  Epi.scopal 
Church  one  of  the  great  agencies  in  his  hands  for  Cliristianizing  the 
heathen;  aud, 

Wliereas.  There  is  no  more  inviting  field  for  missionary  labor  than 
Africa;  therefore, 
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Miay  13.  Hesolved,  That  this  General  Conference  authorize  the  sending  of 

Eleventh  Day    at  least  three  additional  laborers  into  the  African  work  by  the  Mis- 
sionary Board  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Louisiana.  LOUISIANA. 


L.  C.  Matlack  presented  the  following  resolutions, 


Matlack  on  re- 
porting Males 

and  Females  -which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals ; 

separately. 


Preachingwlth- 
out  License. 


Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Kevisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  having  the  Annual  Conferences  report  the 
number  of  male  and  female  members  separatel_v,  for  the  General 
Minutes,  hereafter.  And  if  they  approve  such  discrimination,  that 
the  Committee  be  also  instructed  to  add  to  quest.  13,  on  page  53, 
these  words:   "Male,"  "Female." 

Eesolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
sert in  its  proper  place  in  the  Discipline  the  following  amendment, 
which  was  adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  1S64,  (see  printed 
Journal,  1864,  p.  415,)  but  omitted  in  the  editions  of  the  Discipline 
for  1864  and  1868:  "And  no  member  of  the  Church  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  preach  without  such  license."  (See  sec.  3,  quest.  4,  ans. 
2,  after  the  words,  "Stewards'  meeting,"  third  line  from  bottom  of. 
page  57,  Discipline,  1868.) 


MAINE. 


Jaques  on  pres- 
ident of  the 
Annual  Con- 
ference, etc. 


Parker  Jaques  offered  the  following  resolutions,  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  answer  to  quest.  4,  sec.  2, 
chap,  i,  Part  II,  of  the  Discipline  as  that  it  shall  read  as  follows : 
"  The  Bishop.  In  case  no  Bishop  be  present,  the  Conference  shall 
elect  a  president  from  among  the  Elders  without  debate." 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  striking  out  the  first  three  paragraphs  in  the 
Episcopal  Address  introductory  to  the  Discipline. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  omitting  from  the  Discipline  the  histor- 
ical notes  which  immediately  precede  the  Articles  of  Religion. 

MICHIGAN. 


Jocelyn  on  the 
marriage  ring. 


George  B.  Jocelyn  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Discipline  be  amended  as  follows:  Amend 
the  directions  in  the  Marriage  Service  on  page  172  of  the  Discipline 
which  now  read  thus : 

"If  the  parties  desire  it,  the  man  shall  here  hand  a  ring  to  the 
minister,  who  shall  return  it  to  him,  and  direct  him  to  place  it  on 
the  third  finger  of  the  woman's  left  hand.  And  the  man  shall  say 
to  the  woman,  repeating  after  the  minister;"  so  that  they  shall 
read  thus: 

"If  the  parties  desire  to  be  married  with  a  ring,  the  man  shall 
hand  a  ring  to  the  woman,  and  she  shall  hand  it  to  the  minister, 
and  the  minister  shall  return  it  to  the  man  and  direct  him  to  place 
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it  on  the  third  finger  of  the  woman's  left  hand.     And  the  man      ^I:vy  U!. 
shall  sa)'  unto  the  woman,  repeating  after  the  minister."  Ellventu  Dat 

Rtsolvtd,  2.  That  the  Discipline  be  amended  as  follows :  Amend  Oonseci-ation  of 
the  Consecration  Service,  Part  IV,  chap,  iii,  page  164,  by  omitting  Elements  in 
these  words:  ^^^^'^ 

"Here  the  Elder  may  take  the  plate  of  bread  into  his  hand." 

And  ;iIso  these  words : 

"  Here  he  rany  take  ihe  cup  in  his  hand." 

Resolved,  3.  That  a  rule  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline  forbidding  Divorce, 
any  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from  solemnizing 
marriage  between  parties  where  one  or  both  of  the  parties  are  di- 
vorced, unless  the  divorce  has  been  granted  for  the  cause  of  adul- 
tery. 

Resolved,  4.  That  a  rule  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline  forbidding 
anj'  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from  solemnizing 
marriage  between  parlies  wliere  one  or  both  of  the  parties  are  di- 
vorced, unless  the  party  from  whom  the  divorce  is  granted  is  dead. 

Resin  Sapp  presented  the  followinsj,  and  they  were  ^^''Pi>  <>n  Con- 

*  ti'acts  between 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy :  Preachers  and 

•'  People. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  striking  out  the  word  "  four '"  and  insert- 
ing the  word  "six"  in  answer  to  quest.  3,  sec.  14,  Part  II,  chap,  ii, 
page  64,  of  the  Discipline. 

Wlierecis,  It  being  reported  that  the  practice  of  negotiating  for 
ministers  has  become  quite  common  in  certain  sections  of  the 
Church,  resulting  in  Church  contracts  on  the  part  of  ministers  and 
people  as  to  service,  thereby  disregarding  the  legitimate  itinerancy 
of  the  Cluirch  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  this  practice,  and  what  measures  are  necessary  to 
check  and  prevent  it,  and  report. 

He  also  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  Sapp  on  strik- 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  lievisals  :  '^men"'    ami 

inserting 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  directed  to  inquire  '"Pi^rsons." 
into  the  propriety  of  striking  the  word  "  men  "  from  answer  to 
quest.  1,  cliap.  iii,  Part  II,  page  78,  of  the  Discipline,  and  in- 
serting the  word  "  persons  "  in  its  stead ;  and  of  the  word  '■  male  " 
in  the  answer  to  quest.  1,  sec.  3,  Part  II,  chap,  i,  page  40,  so  as 
to  allow  women  to  be  elected  stewards  and  superintendents  of 
Sunday-schools,  and  members  of  the  Quarterly  Conferences. 

He  also  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  Sapp  on  Loans 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Church  E.Ktension  :       church    Ex- 
tension    So- 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Church  Extension  Society  be      ^iety. 
instructed  to  report  to  this  body  the  number  of  Ciiurches  during 
the  past  four  3'ears  to  which  loans  have  been  made  ;  their  locality, 
the  amount  of  loan  to  each  Church,  ;md  the  per  cent,  of  interest  on 
which  said  loans  have  been  made  in  each  case. 


MINNESOTA.  Minnfsota. 

T.  M.  Gossard  presented  the  following  resolution.  Episcopal  *"' 

and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  :  " office"  *"** 
12 
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Mlay  13.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  consider  tlie  qiies- 

Elf.venthDay  lion  of  episcopal  wt^er,  in  contradistinction  from  office,  and  report 
their  mature  judgment  to  this  Conference  for  deliberation  and  de- 
cision. 

Goesard       on       He  also  oiFercd  the  following  resolution,  which  was 

ra^ther°'  than  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

"relief,"  etc. 

Fesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  consider  the  propriety 
of  changing  the  Discipline,  pnge  26,  chap,  i,  sec.  3,  paragraph  3, 
which  reads,  "  To  receive  what  tliey  are  willing  to  give  toward 
the  relief  of  the  preachers,  Church,  and  poor,"  so  that  it  shall  read, 
"  To  receive  what  they  are  willing  to  give  toward  the  support  of 
the  preachers,  Churcli,  and  rehef  of  the  poor." 


Newark. 

Report  of   Cor- 
responding 
Secretary    of 
the     Sunday- 
School     Un- 


Brice  on  Church 
Building. 


Chnrch   Rec- 
ords. 


J.  R.  Bryan  presented  the  report  of  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  of  the  Sunday-Scliool  Union,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and 
Tracts.     [For  Report,  see  Appendh:  50.] 

A.  L.  Brice  presented  the  following  resolutions,  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  tlie  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  rec- 
ommend that  the  Discipline,  page  279,  Part  YI,  chap,  iii,  sec.  1,  be 
so  altered  as  to  strike  out  "  and  tliree  fourtlis  of  the  money  accord- 
ing to  such  estimate  shall  be  secured  or  subscribed  before  any 
such  building  shall  be  commenced,"  and  insert  the  following  after 
the  word  "  build"  on  the  sixth  line  from  the  top:  "  But  before  any 
church  or  parsonage  shall  be  commenced,  the  Quarterly  Conference 
shall  approve  the  plan  and  direct  the  Tr\istees  to  proceed  with  the 
building,  and  the  Trustees  shall  be  required  to  give  to  each  Quar- 
terly Conference,  during  the  progress  of  the  enterprise,  an  account 
of  tlieir  receipts,  expenditures,  and  indebtedness." 

Resolved,  2.  Tiiat  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  rec- 
ommend that  there  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline  the  following: 

"The  Recording  Steward  shall  be  responsible  for  keeping  the 
Church  Records,  and  a  committee  shall  be  appointed  at  the  third 
Quarterly  Conference  of  eacli  j'ear,  wliose  duly  it  shall  be  to  exam- 
ine the  Churcli  records  and  the  accounts  of  the  Trustees  and  Stew- 
ards, and  report  at  the  last  Quarterly  Conference  of  each  year." 


New  England. 


R,?port  of  the 
Board  of  Edu- 
cation. 


New  Jersey. 
King  on  Super- 


NEW   ENGLAND. 

J.  W.  Lindsay  presented  the  quadrennial  report  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Education,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  the  Daily  Advocate,  [For  Report,  see  Appendix 
51.] 

NEW  JERSEY. 

I.  D.  King  offered  the  following  resolutions,  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 
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Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  insertinj;  in  tlie  Disciphne,  Part  II,  chap,  ii, 
Bea  18,  page  108,  after  the  words  "a  supernumerary  preacher  is 
one  who,  because  of  impaired  health,  is  temporarily  unable  to  per- 
form effective  work."  the  following,  to  wit: 

Before  being  made  supernumerary  he  shall  certify  the  Conference 
that  he  asks  for  the  relation  on  liie  above  ground,  and  liis  declara- 
tion shall  be  made  a  matter  of  record  in  the  journal. 

Besolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  amending  the  Discipline  by  striking 
out  from  Part  I,  chap,  ii,  sec.  2,  aus.  2  and  3  to  quest.  3,  pages  40 
and  41,  '-on  the  relation  of  baptized  children  to  the  Church." 

Re-solved,  3.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  striking  out  from  tlie  Discipline,  Part 
IV,  chap,  vi,  sec.  1,  in  the  Form  of  Consecrating  Bishops,  page  192, 
lines  eleven  to  fourteen,  the  following  words :  "  And  such  as  shall 
be  uuquiet,  disobedient,  and  criminal,  correct  and  punish  according 
to  such  authority  as  you  have  by  God's  word,  and  as  shall  be  com- 
mitted unto  you." 

NEW   YORK. 

S.  D.  Brown  presented  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  directed  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  appointing  a  committee  to  revise  and  rear- 
range the  Discipline,  said  committee  to  report  at  the  next 
of  the  General  Conference. 


May  13. 

Eleventh  Day 


Baptized  chil- 
dren and  the 
Church. 


Form   of  Con- 
secrating 
Bishops. 


Brown  on  Ee- 
vision  of  the 
Discipline. 


KEW  YORK   EAST. 


New 
East. 


Daniel  Curry  offered  the  following  resolution,  which   Curry  on  Snp- 
was  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Support      ops.'eV 
of  the  Bishops  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  Part 
VI,  chap,  i,  sec.  1.  of  the  Disciphne,  entitled  ''The  Support  of 
Bishops  and  the  Families  of  Deceased  Bishops,"  by  striking  out  the 
entire  answer,  and  inserting  instead  the  following,  so  that  the 
amended  chapter  shall  read  : 

Quest.  What  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  support  of  the 
Bishops,  and  the  children  of  deceased  Bishops  ? 

Alls.  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Annual  Conference  within 
whose  bounds  a  Bishop  may  reside  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five 
or  seven  persons,  both  ministers  and  laymen,  who  shall  estimate 
the  sum  necessary  to  furnish  a  competent  support  for  such  Bishop, 
considering  the  number  and  condition  of  his  family,  and  the  cost  of 
living  at  his  place  of  residence,  for  which  amount  he  may  draw  in 
the  manner  hereinafter  described. 

Ans.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  the  circuits  and  stations  in  ^  ■' 

each  of  the  Annual  Conferences  to  raise  a  sum  equal  to  two  per 
cent,  of  the  amounts  estimated  for  the  support  of  their  traveling 
preachers  severally,  including  house  rent,  and  to  forward  the  same 
to  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  district,  who  shall  transmit  the  same 
to  the  Book  Agent  at  New  York  or  Cincinnati,  who  shall  hold  the 
same  subject  to  the  draft  of  the  Bishops  in  payment  of  their  claims. 

Ans.  3.   To  provide  for  any  deficiencies  that  may  occur  before 
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Miay  13.  the  above  plan  shall  have  been  brought  fully  into  operation,  tho 
Elevektu  Day  Book  Agents  are  directed  to  pay  in  full  all  claims  of  the  Bishops 
for  salaries  due  before  July  1,  1872,  and  seventy-five  per  cent,  on 
those  due  for  the  year  ending  July  1,  1873,  and  fifty  per  cent,  on 
tliose  for  the  year  ending  July  1.  1874,  and  twent3'-five  per  cent,  on 
those  for  the  year  ending  July  1,  1875.  The  travehng  expenses  of 
the  Bishops  shall  be  paid  in  the  same  manner. 

Ans.  4.  Each  Annual  Conference,  within  whose  bounds  may  reside 
one  or  more  widows  or  dependent  children  of  a  deceased  Bishop, 
shall  estimate  the  sums  necessary  for  the  support  of  such  widows  or 
children  in  the  same  manner  and  for  the  same  amounts  that  would 
be  estimated  were  they  claimants  upon  such  Conferences,  and  draw 
for  the  amount  upon  one  of  the  Book  Agents. 

Curry  on  cost       He  also  Submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 

ofPeriodicals.  j       ...     i  i 

was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved^  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  and  Cincinnati  be 
requested  to  furnish  to  this  General  Conference,  as  soon  as  conven- 
ient, for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  approximate 
exhibits  of  the  gross  costs  and  the  gross  incomes  of  the  several 
weekly  papers  (Christian  Advocates)  published  by  them,  and  of  the 
Quarterly  Review,  the  Ladies'  Repository.  Christian  Apologist,  and 
the  Golden  Hours,  for  the  four  years  ending  with  1871,  giving  the 
more  general  items  of  both  expenses  and  income. 


NOKTH 
ANA. 


Delegates  from 
British  Con- 
ference take 
leave  of  the 
General  Con- 
ference. 


AJso,  delegate 
from  Canadian 
WesleyanCon- 
ference. 


KORTH   INDIANA. 

William  H.  Goode  offered  tlie  following  resolution, 
which,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  shall  have  full  power 
to  hear  and  determine  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  boundaries  of 
Annual  Conferences ;  and  that  their  decision,  when  reported  to  the 
General  Conference,  shall  le  final  without  any  direct  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Conference. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  the  Chair  announced 
that  the  fraternal  delegates  from  the  British  Confer- 
ence, the  Rev.  Luke  H.  Wiseman,  A.M.,  and  the  Rev. 
W.  Morley  Punshon,  A.M.,  were  about  to  leave  the 
city;  whereupon  they  took  leave  of  Conference  in  a 
few  appropriate  words,  to  which  the  presiding  Bishop 
responded  on  belialf  of  the  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Alexander  Sutherland,  delegate  from  the 
Wesleyan  Conference  of  Canada,  also  took  leave  of  the 
General  Conference. 


fo^^ 


NORTH   OHIO. 


Peirce  on  Edu-       W.  C.  Peirce  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 

cation       and  ,  ,  ,       ^  •  i-i  i 

Churches.       it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ji,ducation  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Education  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  recommending  that  Churches  be  organ- 
ized in  our  institutions  of  learning  whenever  practicable. 
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He  also  presented  tfie  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  introducing  among  the  exceptions  to  ap- 
pointments of  preacliers.  on  pages  90  and  91  of  the  Discipline, 
'•  Presidents  of  institutions  of  learning  in  which  we  have  Churches 
organized." 


IVIay  13. 

Eleventh  Day 
Peirce    on    ap- 
pointment of 
Presidents  of 
Colleges,  etc. 


NORTH-WEST   INDIANA. 


NOKTH-WEST 
iKDlAh-A. 


J.  C.  Reed  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  Eeed  on  E.xten- 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy:  toraixermof 

Service. 
Btsolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  extending  tlie  limitations  of  the  con- 
secutive pastoral  term  from  three  to  five  years. 

OHIO.  Ohio. 

H.  S.  Bundy  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  BundyonSnp- 
was  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  Supjjort  of      ops. 
the  Bishops : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  inquire  into  the 
expediency  and  propriety  of  providing  for  the  support  of  the  Bisiiops 
in  some  other  and  more  direct  manner  than  from  the  proceeds  or 
earnings  of  the  Book  Concern.  And  also  for  tlie  election  of  one  or  Missionary 
more  Bishops  to  superintend  the  Foreign  Missionary  Work,  who  shall  Bishops. 
reside  in  the  bounds  of  the  same,  and  be  natives  or  residents  there- 
of, thereby  saving  money  and  life,  the  latter  being  of  infinitely  more 
value  than  money  to  the  Church  and  the  world. 

He  also  offered  the  foUowinrr  wliich  was  referred  to  Bundy        on 

-'  Courts  of  Ap- 

the  Committee  on  Revisals  :  peai. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  Courts  of  Appeal  to  hold  sessions  in  tlie  in- 
terim of  the  General  Conference  for  the  purpose  of  trying  appeals. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  same  Committee  inquire  into  the  expediency  Election  of  Pre- 
of  providing  for  the  election  of  Presiding  Elders  by  the  Annual  siding  Eldere. 
Conferences. 


He  also  offered  the  following,  A\'hich  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  be  re- 
quested to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  classifying  and  con- 
solidating the  Benevolent  Causes  as  that  there  may  be  a  less  number 
of  distinct  collections  for  benevolent  purposes :  Provided,  that  the 
aggregate  of  the  collections  shall  not  be  diminished,  or  injury  result 
to  any  of  the  said  causes  thereby. 

J.  ]VL  Trimble  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church : 


Bundy  on  Con- 
solidation of 
"  Benevolent 
Causes." 


Trimble  on  pay- 
ing Expenses 
of  Trustees  of 
the  Methodist 
Episcopal 
Church. 
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IMay  13.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Ch\irch  be  in- 

ELE\rENTH  D.vT    structed  to  recommend  to  the  General  Conference  the  propriety  of 

making  provision  for  paying  the  expenses  of  members  of  the  Board 

of  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  their  necessary 

olficial  meetings. 


Thayer  instead       "William  R.  Clavke  announced  that  W.  F.  "Wavren 
Memoriar*"'^  would  not  be  able  to  take  part  in  the  memorial  serv- 
ices for  the  deceased  Bishops,  and  L.  R.  Thayer  was 
appointed  to  serve  in  his  stead. 


Devoreon  Sym- 
pathy with 
Bishop  Janes. 


J.  F.  Devore  offered  the  following  resolution,  Avhich 
was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  Bishop  Janes  in  his 
affliction,  and  pray  God  to  restore  him  speedily  to  health,  that  we 
may  enjoy  his  counsels  and  presence  in  our  Conference  from  day 
to  day. 


Sanctity  of  the 
Sabbath. 


On  motion  of  J.  F.  Devore,  a  special  Committee  of 
seven  on  the  Sanctity  of  the  Sabbath  was  ordered. 


Philadelphia. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Eeport  of  tho  William  C.  Robinson  presented  the  quadrennial 
thTchlrtered  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund,  and  it 
^^^^'  was  referred  to  a  special  Committee  of  three.     [For 


Report,  see  A2yx>endix  52.] 


Pbovidenoe. 


Talbot  on  Lead- 
ers and  Stew- 


PROVIDENCE. 


M.  J.  Talbot  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 


"Persons"  and 
not  "men." 


"  Treasurer  " 
for  the  Stew- 
ards. 


Besolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Disciplinary  provisions 
relating  to  Leaders  and  Stewards  as  follows  : 

Parti,  chap,  iii,  sec.  3,  quest.  2,  ans.  4,  change  the  word  "  men  " 
to  "persons,"  so  that  the  answer  will  read,  "See  that  all  tlie  Lead- 
ers be  not  only  persons  of  sound  judgment,  but  persons  truly  de- 
voted to  God." 

Part  II,  chap,  iii,  quest.  1,  ans.  1,  change  the  word  "men" 
to  "persons,"  so  that  it  shall  read,  "Let  them  be  persons  of  solid 
piety,"  etc. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  Discipline  as  follows : 

Page  56,  Part  11,  chap,  i,  sec.  3,  quest.  3,  strike  out  of  the  an- 
swerall  after  the  word  "  thereof,"  and  insert  "  to  be  recorded  in  a 
suitable  book  kept  for  the  purpose  in  the  care  of  the  Recording 
Steward." 

Page  58,  ans.  3,  at  the  end  of  the  present  answer  add,  "and  a 
Treasurer  for  the  Stewards." 
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Page  61,  after  -'9"  insert,  "  10.  Who  shall  be  Treasurer  for  the      May  13. 

Stewards  ?  "  Eleventh  Day 

Also,  page  61,  item  6,  after  "(4)  "  insert  "(5)  On  Temperance."      Temperance. 


SAINT   LOUIS. 


Saint  Louis. 


On  motion  of  A.  C.  George,  the  following  resolution  ^°"\^^ 
was  adopted  : 

Whereas.  The  General  Committee  of  the  "Woman's  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society  will  hold  its  annual  session  in  the  city  of  New  York 
this  week;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  deputation  of  three  persons  be  appointed  by  this 
body  to  express  to  said  General  Committee  our  high  appreciation 
of  the  valuable  aid  rendered  by  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  to  the  work  of  the  world's  evangelization,  and  to  receive 
any  communication  which  said  Society  may  desire  to  make  to  this 
General  Conference. 


Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Soci- 
ety. 


A.  C.  George  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  George  on  Pre- 

„  ,   *      ,       ^  .  T?      •      1  siding  Elders' 

was  reterred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals  :  Districts. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  amending  the  Disciphne,  sec.  14,  page  64,  by 
adding  after  the  answer  to  quest.  3  the  following  question  and 
answer : 

Quest.  4.  Who  shall  determine  the  number  of  districts  in  an  An- 
nual Conference  ? 

Am.  The  Annual  Conference. 

Also  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  striking  out  of  ans.  7  to 
quest.  4  in  said  section  the  words,  "  To  attend  the  Bishops  when 
present  in  his  di.strict,"  and  inserting  the  words,  ''To  advise  the 
Bishops  in  regard  to  the  appointments,  and  to  give  them,  when 
absent,  all  necessary  information,  by  letter,  of  the  state  of  his  dis- 
trict." 

He  also  presented  the  following,  which  was  referred  George  on  Sec- 

,       ^,      '      .  Af      •  retaries       of 

to  the  Committee  on  Missions :  Missionary 

Society, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  changing  the  word  "secretary"  to  "secreta- 
ries "  wlierever  it  occurs  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Missionary  Society,  and  of  making  the  pronouns  correspond 
with  said  alterations,  and  of  entirely  omitting  the  second  paragraph 
in  said  fourth  article. 


SOUTH-EASTERN    INDIANA. 


S.  E.  Indiaka. 


E.  G.  Wood  offered  the  following  preamble  and  reso-  Wood  on  Sy-ste- 
lutions,  and  tliey  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  olenci.-.  ""''^ 
the  State  of  the  Church  : 

Whereas,  The  word  of  God  declares  that  "the  earth  is  the  Lord's 
and  the  fullness  thereof,  the  world  and  they  that  dwell  therein," 
"and  the  cattle  upon  a  thousand  iiills;"  and  further,  "The  silver  is 
mine,  and  tlie  gold  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord,"  and  furthermore,  "Ye 
are  not  your  own,  for  ye  are  bought  with  a  price,  therefore  we 
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>lny  i:"J.     ought  to  glorify  God  in  our  body  and  spirit,  wliich  are  God's;" 
Elevexth  Day   therefore, 

Etsolved,  1.  That  as  good  stewards  over  the  heritage  of  God 
everj'  follower  of  Christ  should  be  systematic  in  rendering  unto  his 
Lord  a  reasonable  share  of  all  the  fruits  of  his  increase ;  therefore, 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  2.  That  a  reasonable  share  of  such  increase  should  not, 
as  a  general  rule,  be  less  than  one  tenth  of  all  gains  or  profits.  It 
is  further 

Resolved,  3.  That  this  body  instruct  all  the  clergy  of  this  connec- 
f    tion  to  faithfully  instruct  their  congregations  in  systematic  benevo- 
lence, and  as  far  as  possible  institute  systematic  benevolent  socie- 
ties in  the  various  Churches,  with  suitable  constitution  and  by-laws 
for  their  government. 

HeBter  on  ju-       Y.  A.  Hester  offered  the  followino;  resolution,  and  it 

dlcml  Confer-  .  J^,  ' 

ence.  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itineranc}-  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  instituting  a  Judicial  Conference,  to  be 
composed  of  not  more  than  one  member  of  each  Annual  Conference, 
to  be  chosen  by  the  Annual  Conferences,  whose  duties  and  powers 
shall  be — 

1.  To  meet  biennially ; 

2.  To  try  all  appeals  of  traveling  preachers,  including  Bishops  ; 

3.  To  pass  upon  such  episcopal  decisions  as  shall  be  referred  to 
them ;  and, 

4.  To  decide  on  the  constitutionality  of  such  acts  of  the  General 
Conference  as  may  be  brought  before  them. 

Tincher  on  Sampson  Tincher  offered  the  following,  which  Avas 
of'tie^Disci-  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

pline. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "trial"  in 
line  one,  page  130,  chap,  i,  sec.  5. 

SouTH-wrsT  SOUTH-WEST   GERMAN. 

German. 

Kiippei  on  Edi-  Adam  Klippel  offered  the  following  resolution??, 
man  Sunday-  and  they  Were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday- 
ucations.^"""  Schools  and  Tracts  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  General  Conference  elect  an  editor,  who 

siiall  have  charge  of  our  German  Sunday-School  Publications. 

Family    Maga-        Resolved,  2.  That  the  General  Conference  autliorize  tlie  publica- 

■■nne-  tion  of  a  monthly  family  magazine  in  the  German  language,  and  tliat 

the  same  be  under  the  editorial  charge  of  the  editor  of  German 

Sunday-School  Publications. 

Tennessee.  TENNESSEE. 

Kutiedse      on       David  Rutledije  presented  the  following  resolution, 

Fraternal  Ee-  „  ^  ■,         r^  •  -n      ..  i 

latiouB.  which  was   referred  to  the  Committee  on  i^raternal 

Correspondence  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Relations  are  hereby- 
requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  sending  a  communication, 
expressing  our  Christian  sympatliy  and  salutations,  to  the  General 
Conference  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  now  in  ses- 
sion at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  report  as  soon  as  practicable. 


May  13. 

Eleventh  Day 


E.    Wentworth    offered    the    following    resolution,   Wentwortii  .>i 
which  was  adoj)ted,  namely  :  Book. 

Resolved,  That  a  special  Committee  of  one  from  each  Book  Com- 
mittee District  be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  early  upon  the 
following  question :  "  Ought  the  Hymn  Book  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Cliurch  to  be  revised  ?  " 


UPPER  IOWA. 


Upper  Iowa. 


Hiram  Price  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which,  Price  on  Book 
after  discussion,  on  motioa  of  C.  A.  Holmes,  were  laid      Troubles. 
on  the  table,  namely  : 

Whereas,  The  long  and  bitter  controversy  which  has  been  car- 
ried on  in  reference  to  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Book 
Concern  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  New  York,  involving  charges  of 
carelessness,  mismanagement,  and  fraud,  has  had  a  tendency  to  in- 
jure the  characters  of  certain  persons  connected  therewitli,  and  to 
cripple  the  usefulness  and  efficiency  of  the  institution ;  and. 

Whereas,  The  impression  prevails  to  an  alarming  extent  that 
there  has  been,  and  is  now,  a  disposition  to  cover  up  whatever  of 
wrong  practices  there  may  have  been,  and  to  smother  investigation 
and  screen  the  guilty ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  1.  By  the  representatives  of  the  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  in  General  Conference  assembled,  that  we 
^insist  upon  and  demand  a  full,  thorough,  and  searching  investiga- 
tion, without  fear,  favor,  or  affection  lor  any  and  all  parties,  of  all 
the  transactions  of  said  Book  Concern  wliich  may  directly  or  in- 
directly lead  to  a  disclosure  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  this  case. 

Resolved,  2.  That  as  members  of  this  General  Conference,  to  whom 
is  intrusted  for  the  time  being  the  vast  and  varied  interests  of 
the  Church,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  leave  nothing  in  our  power 
undone  to  correct  whatever  wrongs  may  exist,  and  to  punish  to 
the  utmost  of  our  ability  any  and  all  who  may  be  found  guilty. 

Resolved,  3.  That  while  we  deeply  regret  the  existence  of  this 
contention,  and  are  exceedingly  anxious  that  strife  should  cease, 
and  that  harmony  and  concord  should  once  more  prevail,  yet  we 
are  determined  tliat  the  motto  by  which  we  shall  be  governed  in 
this  matter  shall  be,  "  First  pure,  then  peaceable." 


VERMONT. 


Vermont. 


On  motion  of  J.  C.  W.  Coxe,  Paul  Dillingham,  a  DiUinsiiam 

takes  his 

lay  delegate  from  the  Vermont  Conference,  who  had     place  in  the 
not  been  present  since  the  opening  of  Conference,  was 
admitted  to  his  seat,  which  had  been  hitherto  occupied 
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Miay  13. 

Eleventh  Day 

Coxe  on  Elec- 
tion of  Stew- 
ards. 


by  A.  M.  Dickey,  a  reserve  of  that  Conference,  and  he 
was  assigned  to  the  several  Committees  in  his  stead. 

J.   C.   W.   Coxe   offered   the   following    resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expedienc}-  of  providing  for  the  election  of  stewards 
by  members  of  the  Church  who  are  of  lawful  age,  upon  the  nomi- 
naliou  of  the  preacher  in  charge. 

Coxe  on  Mis-       He  also  offered  the  following,  which  was  referred 

sionary     Ad-  ,        ^  .  -ir-      •  i 

vocate.  to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  advisability  of  a  semi-montlily  issue  of  the  Mission- 
ary Advocate;  also  wliether  a  subscription  price,  sufficient  at 
least  to  cover  the  cost  of  publication,  would  not  be  preferable  to 
the  present  mode  of  gratuitous  circulation. 


Coxe   on    Pre- 
siding Elders. 


He  also  offered  the  following,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  : 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  II, 
chap,  ii,  sec.  14,  answer  to  quest.  1,  "By  whom  are  the  Presid- 
ing Elders  to  be  chosen  ?  "  which  now  reads,  '•  By  the  Bishops,''  that 
it  "shall  read,  "By  the  members  of  the  Annual  Conference.  The 
election  shall  be  by  ballot,  without  debate." 


Virginia.  VIRGINIA. 

Phelps  on  E.  P.  Phelps  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
mrtn^X  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
'''^*'^-  Chiirch : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  question  of  our  Church  propt-rty  in  the 
South,  so  far  as  said  property  is  in  dispute  or  any  way  needs  the 
consideration  of  this  body,  and  recommend  such  action  as  may  be 
judged  proper. 

WEST  WISCONSIN. 

T.  M.  Fullerton  presented  the  following  resolutions, 

which  were  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Rovisal> : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  a  permanent  fund,  by  annual 
collections,  bequests,  donations,  or  other  means,  the  interest  of 
w^hich  shall  be  divided  annually  among  the  several  Annual  Confer- 
ferences,  to  assist  in  supporting  the  superannuated  preachers,  their 
widows  and  orphans.  It  is  believed  that  in  a  few  years  such  a 
plan  might  become  of  great  benefit  to  a  worthy  class  of  toilers  in 
God's  vinevard. 

Unsolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to 
report  upon  the  legahty  of  a  Presiding  Elder,  in  a  preliminary  ex- 


West  Wiscon- 
sin. 

Fullerton  on 
Support  of 
Superannua- 
ted Preach- 
ers. 
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amination  of  charges  against  a  traveling  preaclier,  procuring  tlie  IVtaylS. 

committee  from  members  of  another  Annual  Conference  than  that  Eleventh  Dat 
of  which  the  accused  is  a  member. 


WILMINGTON.  •  Wilmington. 

T,   J.  Thompson   offered   the   followinfj  resolution,  Thompson    on 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itiner.incy  :         pointments 

•'  I'or    Effective 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancj'  be  instructed  to  in-         ^°' 
quire  into  tlie  expediency  of  some  action  by  this  General  Confer- 
ence to  restrain  the  practice  of  giving  nominal  appointments  to 
effective  men. 

He  also  submitted  the  followins:,  which  was  referred  Thompson    on 

.  T->       •  ^  Salaries       of 

to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals  :  Preachers. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline,  Part  VI,  chap,  i, 
sec.  3,  line  6  from  the  top,  as  to  read,  "  To  estimate  the  salary  of 
the  preacher  or  preachers." 

Wesley   Kenney  offered   the   following   resolution,  KenneyonUni- 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of      Methodism. 
the  Church : 

Whereas,  There  exists  in  the  leading  minds  of  every  branch  of 
the  great  Methodist  family  a  grovifing  sentiment  in  favor  of,  and  an 
earnest  desire  for  the  unification  of  Methodism,  in  order  thereby  to 
give  it  a  greater  efficiency  as  a  means  under  God  for  prosecuting 
the  work  providentially  assigned  it;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Ctuircli  in  these  United  States — 
occupying  as  slie  does  so  prominent  a  position  among  the  members 
of  this  great  family — is  called  upon  by  every  principle  of  a  true 
Christian  expediency,  as  well  as  by  ihe  higher  obligations  of  duty 
t©  God  and  to  the  world,  to  take  the  initiative  in  whatever  meas- 
ures may  be  conducive  to  this  end:  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  be  and 
they  hereby  are  instructed  to  deliberately  and  prayerfully  consider 
the  subject  of  Methodist  unification  in  these  United  States,  and  re- 
port to  this  body  such  measures  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  pro- 
motive of  this  object. 


WISCONSIN.  Wisconsin. 


G.   M.    Steele   presented   the   following   resolution,   Steele  on  Action 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  the  Bishops  in  making  the  appointments  of  preach- 
ers in  the  Annual  Conferences  have  overstepped  the  disciplinary 
limitations. 

He  also  presented  the  following,  which  was  referred      btning"  *'"'"" 


to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  : 


tain       Adv( 
catcs. 
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IMay  13.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed 

Eleventh  Day  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  combining  the  Western.  North- 
western, and  Central  Christian  Advocate  in  one  paper  and  to  re- 
port on  the  subject  to  the  Conference. 


Pillsbury       on 
Temperance. 


C.  D.  Pillsbury  presented  the  following,  which  was 
referi'ed  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temperance  be  and  hereby  are 
instructed  to  Inquire  into  the  propriety  and  the  practicabiUty  of 
having  pubhshed  in  the  Church  hymn  book,  by  way  of  a  supple- 
ment or  otherwise,  a  limited  number  of  hymns  upon  the  subject  of 
temperance. 


Bannister       or 
Danish  Pub-        ,  .    , 
Ucations.  WillCh 


Henry  Bannister  presented  the  following  resolution, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Scandi- 
navian work : 


"Whereas.  The  languages  of  Sweden  and  Norway  and  Denmark 
are  different :  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Scandinavian  work  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  publi.«hing  a  periodical  and  other 
works  in  the  Danish  language  for  the  benefit  of  Norwegians  and 
Danes,  who  speak  that  language  only. 

Bannister     on       He  also  Submitted  the  foUowinsr,  which  was  refeiTed 

Professors,  ,       /-,  •  x-.       •      i  "" 

etc.,        and  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals : 

Quarterly 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Kevisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  changing  the  Discipline  so  as  to  allow 
presidents  and  professors  of  our  literary  institutions  to  be  con- 
nected by  appointment  of  Bishops  with  the  Quarterly  Conferences 
of  the  circuits  or  stations  where  their  respective  institutions  are 
located. 


Committee 
Woman's 
Work. 

Cliang:einCo 
mittee. 


Chandler  Beale 
has  leave  of 
absence. 


Special  Com 
mittee  on  the 
Book  Con- 
cern organ- 
ized. 


On  motion  of  George  M.  Steele,  a  committee  of  nine 
was  ordered  on  woman's  work  in  the  Church. 

The  Mississippi  delegation  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  substitute  G.  Wiley  Wells  for  A.  C.  M'Donald  on 
the  Special  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Parker  Jaques  asked  leave  of  absence  for  Chandler 
Beale  of  the  Maine  delegation  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session,  and  the  request  was  granted. 

The  organization  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern  was  announced,  B.  R.  Bonner  having 
been  chosen  chairman,  and  A.  D.  Wilbor,  secretary. 

Conference  adjourned. 

After  the  doxology  was  sung,  the  benediction  was 
pronounced  by  Luke  H.  Wiseman  of  the  British  Con- 
ference. 
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TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  14. 


IVIfvy  14. 
Twelfth  Dat. 


Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Simpson  in 
the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  S. 
M.  Merrill,  of  the  Ohio  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read 
and  approved. 

At  the  request  of  the  respective  delegations,  tlie 
following  named  changes  were  made  on  the  standing 
Committees,  namely: 

D.  C.  Huntington,  East  Genesee,  was  placed  on  the 
Committee  on  Appeals,  instead  of  S.  Hubbard. 

J.  B.  Quigg  was  placed  on  the  special  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern,  instead  of  D.  M.  Bates. 

C.  Hill,  Wilmington,  was  placed  on  the  Committee 
on  Itinerancy,  instead  of  J.  B.  Quigg. 

D.  M.  Bates  was  placed  on  the  Committee  on  Ke- 
visals,  instead  of  C.  Hill. 

R.  Sapp  presented  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  words  "or  a  chairman  appointed  by  the 
Bishops."  be  inserted  after  the  words,  "in  the  presence  of  a  Bisliop 
presiding,"  in  Part  III,  chap,  ii,  sec.  1,  clause  2,  of  tlie  Disciphue. 

Besolvtd,  2.  Tliat  the  Bishops  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a 
chairman  to  preside  in  all  appeal  cases  during  the  present  session 
of  this  body. 


Changes        in 
Committees. 


Sapp 


Change 
of  Discipline 
proposed. 


On  motion  of  R.  Sap23,  the  order  of  business  was 
suspended  to  consider  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

On  motion,  the  rule  by  which  a  proposed  change  in 
the  Discipline  must  lie  over  one  day  before  it  is  actei 
on,  was  suspended. 

J.  Kiger  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  the  Confer- 
ence, on  Thursday,  at  10  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Bishops,  which  substitute  was  laid  on  tlie 
table  by  a  count  vote  of  197  to  97  ;  after  which,  on 
motion  of  I.  A.  Hammer,  the  resolutions  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion,  George  G.  Reynolds,  of  New  York 
East  Conference,  was  granted  leave  of  absence,  and 
John  French,  a  reserve  delegate  of  that  Conference, 
was  admitted  in  his  stead. 


Rules  suspecd- 
eU. 


Kiger's  Substi- 
tute— Election 
of  Bishops. 


Laid     ( 
table. 


RcjTiolds 
loused 
French 
mitted. 


and 
ad- 
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C.  C.  Stratton,  of  Oregon,  was  placed  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  instead  of  George  Abernethy. 

The  roll  of  Conferences  was  then  called  for  the  pres- 
entation'of  petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals,  which 
were  presented  and  referred,  as  follows : 

BALTIMORE. 

L.  F.  Morgan  presented  a  memorial  from  James  A. 
Burris  and  others,  of  Piedmont  Station,  West  Virginia, 
on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  resolutions  of  the  District  Stew- 
ards' Meeting  of  Winchester  District,  on  the  subject 
of  boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 


Black  Eivek. 


Bible  Society. 


Temperance. 


'BLACK  RIVER. 
S.  Bingham  presented  extracts  from  the  Black 


River  Conference  Journal,  on  the  Bible  Society,  which 
were  referred  to  special  Committee  on  the  American 
Bible  Society. 

He  also  presented  the  action  of  the  Black  River 
Conference  on  Temperance,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  that  subject. 


Central   Gee- 
man. 

Freemasonry. 


CENTRAL  GERMAN. 

William  Nast  presented  a  petition  with  regard  to 
Freemasonry,  from  the  pastor  and  ninety-eight  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  EpiscojDal  Church  at  Warren, 
Illinois,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 


Centkai.  New 

YOBK. 


Monthly 
azine. 


Mag- 


CENTRAL  NEW  YORK. 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  a  remonstrance  against 
change  of  boundaries,  signed  by  G.  H.  Van  Vliet  and 
forty-two  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

F.  F.  Jewell  presented  a  petition  of  M.  S.  Hand  and 
twenty-eight  others  on  boundaries,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  the  action  of  his  Conference  ask- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  New  Monthly  Magazine, 
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and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book     ^iviay  14. 

C  Twelfth  Dat. 

oncern. 

He  also  presented  the  action  of  the  Central  New  Missionarj- Lit- 
York  Conference  on  Missionary  Literature,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

He  also  presented  the  action  of  the  Conference  ask-  Sunday-Schooi 
ing  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Sunday-School  Advo-         locate. 
cate,  and  that  it  be  issued  weekly,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts. 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  a  i-emonstrance  against  the  Boundaries, 
change  of  boundaries,  signed  by  George  F.  Folts  and 
forty-one  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  G.  M.  Pierce  and  Eocky  Mount- 
others,  ministers  and  la}men,  resident  in  Utah,  for  the     ence. 
formation  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Conference,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

B.  S.  Wright  presented  a  remonstrance  of  S.  M.  Fisk  Boundaries, 
and  thirteen  others  against  any  change  in  the  bound- 
aries of  this  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

F.  F.  Jewell  presented  the  memorial  of  H.  L.  Kelsey  Boundaries. 
and  fifteen  others  on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

B.  I.  Ives  presented  the  action  of  the  Central  New  Temperance. 
York  Conference  on  the  subject  of  Temperance,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

CENTRAL    OHIO.  Cekteal  Ohio. 

S.  L.  Roberts  presented  the  action  of  Delaware  Dis-  Boundaries, 
trict  Meeting  in  relation  to  the  boundary,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

CINCINNATI.  Cincinnati. 

R.  S.  Rust  presented  a  petition  from  the  Quarterly  Separate   Con- 
Conference  of  Union  Chapel,  Cincinnati,  asking  that      ^'■®°*^ 
the  Ohio  District  of  the  Washington  Conference  be  set 
apiirt  as  a  separate  Conference  or  be  attached  to  the 
Le.vington  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

J.  F.  Marlay  presented  a  mfemorial  from  M,  Dustin  BishopB. 
and  William  Simmons  asking  the  General  Conference 
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M:ay  14.     to  define  the  ministerial  status  of  our  Bishops,  and  it 


TwELiTH  Day. 


was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 


Appeal  of  W.  M. 
Smith. 


Ordination    pa- 
pers. 


COLORADO. 
B.  T.  Vincent  presented  the  papers  relating  to  the 
appeal  of  W.  M.  Smith,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appeals. 

DES  MOINES. 

Bennett  Mitchell  presented  petitions  as  follows : 
asking  for  the  division  of  the  Des  Moines  Confer- 
ence, namely :  from  B.  F.  W.  Cozier  and  seven 
others,  from  W.  M.  Wallace  and  two  others,  from  E. 
Abbott  and  three  others,  from  C.  Daman  and  nine 
others,  from  E.  S.  Northrop  and  nine  others,  all  of 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Joseph  Knotts  presented  the  remonstrance  of  Rev. 
F.  Harris  against  the  division  of  the  Des  Moines  Con- 
ference, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

U.  P.  Golliday  presented  the  petition  of  himself 
and  others  to  provide  for  the  restoration  of  ordination 
papers  in  certain  cases,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

Joseph  Knotts  presented  the  following  named  peti- 
tions and  remonstrances  against  the  division  of  the 
Des  Moines  Conference,  namely  :  fi'om  W.  S.  Hooker 
and  twenty-three  others,  from  B.  Shinn  and  other  min- 
isters of  Council  Bluff  District,  from  W.  W.  Welch 
and  six  others,  from  the  pastors  of  Wesley  and  of 
Bunns'  Chapels,  Des  Moines  City,  and  twenty-one 
others,  all  of  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundai-ies. 

H.  C.  Sigler  presented  the  following  named  remon- 
strances against  the  division  of  the  Des  Moines  Con- 
ference, namely :  from  J.  S.  Moore  and  eleven  others^ 
from  Simpson  Guyer  and  fifteen  others,  from  O.  G. 
Brown  and  eight  others,  from  J.  C.  R.  Layton  and 
eleven  others,  from  Philip  Zollman  and  ten  others,  all 
of  winch  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries. 

P.  F.  Bresee  presented  the  remonstrance  of  D. 
M'Intyre  and  ten  others  against  the  division  of  the 
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Des  Moines  Conference,  and   it  was  referred  to  the    ^^"y  '  *• 
Committee  on  Boundaries.  '^"^'-""  ''^^'• 

U.  P.  Golliday  presented  the  remonstrance  of  J.  Boundaries. 
M.  Holmes  and  fourteen   others  against  the  division 
of  the  Des  Moines  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  the  remonstrance  of  M.  Miller 
and  twenty-four  others  on  the  same  subject,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

J.  Knotts  presented  the  remonstrance  against  the  Boundaries, 
division  of  the  Conference,  signed  by  the  members  of 
the  Quarterly  Conference  of  New  York  Circuit,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

U.   P.   Golliday  presented   a    memorial   of  W.    T.  Boundaries. 
Smith  and   eight  others  against  the  division  of  the 
Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  the  remonstrance  of  P.  P.  Ingals  Boundaries. 
and  seventeen  others  against  the  division  of  the  Con- 
ference, and   it  was   referred   to    the  Committee    on 
Boundaries. 

EAST    GENESEE.  East  Genbsbb. 

R.  Hogoboom  presented  a  petition  for  a  change  in  Dress. 
the  Discipline  relative  to  dress,  signed  by   William 
Butler  and  ten  others. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  from  the  Geneva  Dis-  Apostles' Creed, 
trict  Association  requesting  tlie  General  Conference  to 
insert  the  Apostles'  Creed  in  the  Discipline,  both  of 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

GENESEE.  Genesee. 

R.  L.  Waite  presented  the  action  of  the  Buffalo  Dis-  Episcopacy. 
trict  Ministerial   Association    on    Episcopacy,  and   it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

.   GEORGIA.  Georgia. 

Wesley  Pretty  man  presented   a  petition    of  three  Separate    Con- 
traveli  ng  preachers   and  forty-two  other  members  of 
the  Church  against  the  organization  of  a  Conference 
of  colored  preachers  in  Georgia,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

13 
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HOLSTON. 


IST.  E.  Cobleigh  presented  the  action  of  the  Holston 
Conference  in  reference  to  the  Methodist  Advocate 
published  at  Atlanta,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Knoxville 
Ministerial  Association  of  Holston  Conference  in  refer- 
ence to  a  university  in  tlie  South,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Education. 


LEXINGTON". 

W.  L.  Muir  presented  a  petition  of  D.  P.  Jones  and 
eighteen  others  asking  that  Ohio  District  be  annexed 
to  the  Lexington  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


LoiTi8iA>-A.  LOUISIANA. 

Masonry.  L.  C.  Matlack  presented  a  petition  against  masonry, 

signed  by  A.  Graw  and  five  official  members,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church,  after  a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table  had  been 
lost. 


FamOv 
ship". 


MAINE. 

P.  Jaques  presented  the  action  of  the  Maine  Con- 
ference on  family  worship ;  also  the  action  of  the 
Conference  on  amusements,  both  of  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Clnirch, 


District  Confer- 
ences. 


Masonry. 


MICHIGAN. 

G.  B.  Jocelyn  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Albion 
District  Association  of  the  Michigan  Conference  in 
reference  to  District  Conferences-,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 

J.  M.  Reid  presented  a  memorial  from  O.  E.  Burch 
and  sixty-nine  others  on  the  subject  of  masonry,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church. 
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MINNESOTA. 


IMay  14. 

Twelfth  Da*. 

Minnesota- 


J.    Nicols   presented    a   memorial   of  himself   and  Book    Deposi- 
©thers  for  a  book  depository  in  St.  Paul,  which  was      Paul, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 


NEW   ENGLAND. 

W.  R.  Clark  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Presid- 
ing Elders  of  the  New  England  Conferences  on  the 
subject  of  Presiding  Elders,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  the  New  En- 
gland Conferences  on  behalf  of  the  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

He  also  presented  a  joint  memorial  from  the  New 
England  Educational  Convention  and  Boston  Wes- 
leyan  Association  on  the  subject  of  establishing  a  lit- 
erary magazine,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education. 

NEW   HAMPSHIRE. 


NewEsgland. 


Presiding   Eld- 
ership. 


Woman's  For- 
eign Mission- 
ary Society. 


New     England 
Educational 
Convention. 


New       Hamp- 

8HIEE. 


R.  S.  Stubbs  presented  the  New  Hampshire  Confer-  Boundaries, 
ence  memorial  on  boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

C.  M.  Dinsmore  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  O.  Sabbath observ- 
W.  Scott  and  others  on  the  better  observance  of  the 
Sabbath,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 

R.  S.  Stubbs  presented  so  much  of  the  New  Hamp-  New  Magazine, 
shire  Conference  memorial  as  relates  to  the  publishing 
a  new  magazine,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 


NEW   YORK.  Ji^Ew  YOEK. 

J.  B.  Cornell  presented  the  action  of  the  Quarterly  Boundaries. 
Conferences   of  St.    Luke's,   Central,  Thirtieth-street, 
Lexington  Avenue,  and  Washington  Square  Churches 
on  boundaries. 

He  also  presented  the  action  of  the  City  Church  Ex- 
tension and  Missionary  Society  for  change  of  boundaries 
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]May  14.    Jq  J^ew  York  city,  both  of  which  were  referred  to  the 
Twelfth  Day.  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


North      Indi- 
ana. 


Appeal  of  Will- 
iam   K.    Ho- 


NOETH   INDIANA. 

W.  R.  West  presented  the  appeal  of  William  R. 
Hoback,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appeals. 


North  Ohio. 
Boundaries. 


Telegram  from 
African  M.  E. 


Bishop  Janes's 
health  im- 
proving. 


NORTH    OHIO. 

F.  S.  Hoyt  presented  the  petition  of  W.  C.  Nichols 
and  twenty  others,  of  Cardington  Charge,  against  a 
change  of  Conference  relations,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

He  also  pi-esented  the  following  named  petitions 
against  a  change  of  Conference  relations,  namely :  from 
Edwin  Booth  and  ninety  others,  from  Z.  B.  Baker  and 
twenty-seven  others,  from  Samuel  Waddell  and  ninety- 
nine  others,  from  J.  Drolesbaugh  and  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  others,  from  M.  D.  Chilson  and  eighty-six 
others,  from  John  Picking  and  thirteen  others,  all  of 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

The  Secretary  read  a  telegram  from  the  General 
Conference  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
now  in  session  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  to  which,  on 
motion  of  J.  Braden,  the  President  and  Secretary  were 
instructed  to  respond. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  Bishop  Simpson 
reported  that  Bishop  Janes's  health  was  improving. 


Book     Deposi- 
tory. 


OREGON. 

C.  C.  Stratton  presented  a  memorial  relating  to  the 
purchase  of  lots  in  Portland,  Oregon,  for  a  Book  De- 
pository, signed  by  M.  H.  Walkins  and  seven  others, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Coiumittee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 


Philadelphia. 
Boundaries. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


C.  Albright  presented  the  following  named  papers, 
protesting  against  a  change  of  boundaries  in  Philadel- 
phia Conference,  namely  :  protest  of  the  Hummelstown 
Circuit,  protest  of  the  Halifax  Quarterly  Conference, 
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protest  of  Rev.  R.  H.  Pattison  and  others,  all  of  which    ^^y  14. 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  wklfth 


PROVIDENCE.  Peotidenoe. 

M.  J.  Talbot  presented  an  extract  from  the  Provi-  Temperance, 
dence  Conference  Journal  on  Temperance,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance, 

He  also  presented  the  action  of  the  Conference  on  Missionary  Pe- 
Missionary  Periodicals ;  and  also  the  action  of  the  Con- 
ference relative  to  Missionaiies  in  the  South,  both  of 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

He  also  presented  the  proceedings  of  the  New  En-  Presiding  em- 
gland  Conference  of  Presiding  Elders  on  forfeiture  of 
membership  and  official  standing ;  also  the  action  of 
the  same  body  in  relation  to  Local  Preachers,  both  of  Local    Preach- 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

He  also  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Presiding  Eld-  Probation, 
ers'  Conference  of  New  England  on  abolishing  proba- 
tion for  Church  membership,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

D.  H.  Ela  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Providence  New  Magazine. 
Conference  on  a  new  magazine,  and  it  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

SOUTH    CAROLINA.  South     Caro- 

lina. 

A.  Webster  presented  the  petition  of  A.  Howard  Separate   Con- 

,  ^  .  ^  , .     .         .  ferences,  ett 

and  lorty-four  others  against  any  distinction  on  ac- 
count of  race  or  color  by  separate  Conferences  or  sit- 
tings ;  also  a  petition  of  J.  E.  Lawney  and  ninety-four 
others  on  the  same  subject,  both  of  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

SOUTHERN    ILLINOIS.  Southbkn    Iu- 

LIN0I8. 

E.  Joy  presented  a  memorial  of  J.  Lane  and  others  Bouuiiaries. 
respecting  boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

G.  W.  Hughey  presented  a  petition  signed  by  J.  P.  Masonry. 
Logan  and  eleven  others  against  masonry,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Wm.  Stoker  presented  a  petition  of  W.  Stoker  and  Change  of  tte 

^  '  _    .       .         name  of  the 

Others  to  change  the  name  of  the  Southern  Illinois     conference. 
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Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

UPPER  IOWA. 

John  Bowman  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  J. 
'Bowman  and  four  others,  asking  a  correction  of  chap- 
ter ix  of  the  Discipline,  where  our  people  are  accused 
of  a  want  of  moral  honesty,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 


WEST  VIRGIXIA. 

Alexander  ]\rartin  presented  a  memorial  for  the  en- 
largement of  the  boundaries  of  the  "West  Virginia 
Conference,  signed  by  himself  and  tive  others,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  Wesley  Webb  presented  a  memorial  on  bo\md- 
aries  from  Henry  Binger  and  fifty  others,  and  it  Avas 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


WiBcoKsnf. 
Episcopacy. 


Free  Church  of 
Italy. 


Eesolntions  and 
Miscellaneous 
Business. 


WISCOXSIX. 

C.  D.  Pillsbury  presented  resolutions  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin Conference  on  the  subject  of  the  Episcopacy,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

He  also  pi'esented  resolutions  of  the  Conference  re- 
specting the  Scandinavian  Work,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Scandinavian  Work, 

A  letter  of  Rev.  John  B.  Thompson,  asking  if  it 
would  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Conference  to  receive  a 
deputation  from  the  Free  Church  of  Italy,  now  in  this 
country,  of  which  Father  Gavazzi  is  one,  was  read, 
and,  on  motion  of  John  Braden,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Inti'oduction  of  Fraternal  Delegates. 

The  roll  of  Conferences  was  called  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  Resolutions  and  Miscellaneous  Business,  and 
they  were  presented  and  disposed  of  as  follows: 


Black  Bivee. 

Palmer  on 
Apostles' 
Creed. 


BLACK   RIVER. 

L.  L.  Palmer  oflfered  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  words,  "the  Apostles'  Creed,  and  all  other 
things  which  a  Christian  ought  to  know  and  believe  to  liis  soul's 
health,"  (Discipline.  Part  lY.  page  142.)  be  stricken  out,  so  as  to 
read:  "and  learn  the  Lord's  Prayer,  the  Ten  Commandments,  and 
the  Catechism,  in  order,"  etc. 
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Resolved,  2.  That  the  invitation  in  tlie  Ritual  for  the  Lord's  Sup-  ]VIay  U. 

per  in  our  Discipline  be  changed  by  striking  out  the  first  part  of  Twelfth  Day. 

the  same  as  far  as,  and  including,  the  word  "wherefore,"  so  that  change  of  Eit- 

the  invitation  shall  begin  as  follows,  namely :  ual. 

"  Ye  that  do  truly  and  earnestly  repent  of  your  sins,"  etc. 

CALIFORNIA.  Califoenia. 

Joseph  Wvthe  presented  the  following  resolutions,  Wj-the  on  Buri- 

,  .                      '                                   ,                                 „       .      ,  al  Service. 

which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved.  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  so  to 
revise  the  Burial  Service  in  the  Ritual  as  to  make  it  suitable  to  the 
various  classes  of  deceased  persons. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in-  Semi-annual 

quire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline  as  to  substi-  Conferences, 
tute  Semi-annual  Conferences  for  Q\iarterly  Conferences. 

CENTRAL   ILLINOIS.  Cekteal  Illi- 
nois. 

F.    M.    Chaffee    offered   the   followins:   resohitions,  Chaffee  on  Mis- 


Concern  : 


Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  abandoning  the  publication  of  the 
"  Missionary  Advocate :  "  Provided,  ample  missionary  departments 
shall  be  opened  in  all  our  periodicals  for  publishing  missionary 
matter. 

R-^solved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  re- 
quested to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  department 
for  the  publication  of  missionar}'  matter  in  all  of  our  periodicals, 
and  thus  supersede  tiie  '"Missionary  Advocate." 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  re- 
quested to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  reducing  the  number  of 
our  weekly  papers,  and  making  those  published  of  a  much  higher 
grade,  and  as  cheap  as  possible. 


deducing:  the 
number  of 
Weekly  Pa- 
pers. 


CENTRAL   OHIO. 


Central  Ohio. 


William  Lawrence  presented  the  following  resolii-  i-awrence  on 

/-I  •  1        o  Initv   of 

tion,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State      Methodism. 
of  the  Chnrch : 

Resolved,  That  in  tlie  opinion  of  tliis  General  Conference  there 
should  be  in  the  United  States  but  one  General  Conference  for  all 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churches,  regardless  of  the  color  of  members 
or  of  past  differences,  and  to  .«ecure  this  object  the  Bishops  are 
directed  to  address  to  other  Conferences  and  Bishops  such  frater- 
nal communications,  and  adopt  such  measures,  as  in  their  judgment 
may  tend  to  speedily  unite  all  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  under 
one  General  Conference. 


CINCINNATI.  ClKClNNATt. 

Marlpv  on  Cer- 

J.    F.    Marlav  submitted  the  following  resolution,      titicato  of 

•'     ^  ,       ^  .  T^       •      1  Church  Mem- 

and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals :  bership. 
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TVTiiy  14.         Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revipals  be  instructed  to  con- 
TwELFTH  Day.    sider  tlie  propriety  of  so  changing  the  "  Note  of  Recommendation," 
in  ans.  5,  quest.  2,  sec.  17,  chap,  ii,  Part  II,  of  the  Discipline,  that 
it  shall  read: 

"  This  will  certify  that is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  in  this  charge,  in  good  and  regular  sta'iding. 
As  such  ....  is,  at  ....  own  request,  hereby  affectionately  com- 
mended to  the  communion  of .,   or  of  any  other 

Church  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  with  whom  God  may  providen- 
tially appoint  ....  residence  ;  and  when  so  received  hy  them,  .... 
peculiar  relation  to  us  will  be  dissolved." 


DWTROIT. 


DETROIT. 


^o^'^a^d  i)ld-       '^-  ^-  Potter  presented  the  following  preamble  and 
ications.  resolution,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

the  Book  Concern : 

Whereas,  Tlie  editors  of  our  Church  papers  appear  to  be  the  re- 
cipients of  numerous  and  pressing  invitations  to  officiate  at  church 
dedications,  and  on  otlier  occasions  of  merely  local  interest;  and 

Whereas,  The  acceptance  by  editors  of  such  invitations  involves 
an  expenditure  of  time  and  energy  which  must  seriously  impair 
their  efficiency  in  the  direction  of  their  official  duties  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  character  of  our  periodicals  does  not  indicate  need 
of  a  wider  sphere  for  editorial  genius  than  the  press  affords; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  our  editors  be  instructed  to  decline  such  invitations 
in  future. 


Ebie. 


ERIE. 


Huriburt  on  R.  H.  Hurlburt  submitted  the  following  resolution, 

change  of  the  .  r  -,  ,        /->,  •  i        -r.       i 

name  "Book  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jbook 

Conctirn."  . 

Concern : 

Resolved,  That  the  name  of  the  Book  Concern  ought  to  be  changed 
so  that  the  "  Concern  "  shall  never  again  appear  in  the  name.  We 
recommend  that  it  be  called  the  "  Methodist  Episcopal  Publishing 
House." 


Prentice    on 
Sunday-school 
Superintend- 
ents. 


ILLINOIS. 

W.  S.  Prentice  submitted  tlie  foUomnj 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 


which  was 


Wiereas,  Our  Discipline  contains  no  express  directions  concerning 
the  method  of  constituting  Sunday-school  Superintendents  ;  and 

Whereas,  There  is  a  lack  of  uniformity  among  us  on  this  subject ; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  introducing  into  the  Book  of  Discipline  spe- 
cific instructions  as  to  the  manner  of  constituting  Sunday-school 
Superintendents. 


Johnson  on  W.  E.  Johnson   offered   the   following   resolution, 

cttt*s."  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 

Concern : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  requested     Miay  14. 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  so  concentrating  our  periodical  inter-   Tn-BLFXH  Day. 
ests  as  to  have  not  more  than  three  weekly  Advocates,  one  at  New 
York,  one   iu  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  one  on  the  Pacitic,  that 
the  Agents  may  be  enabled  to  furnish  better  papers  and  at  less 
cost  to  our  people. 

INDIANA.  Indiana. 

W.   M'K.   Hester  offered  the  followinsr  resolution,  HesteronPre>- 

,   .  ,.  -,  ^       r^  •  -^    .  byterial  Onli- 

and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy :       nation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  be  requested  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  authority  to  Superintendents 
of  Missions,  as  Presidents  of  Mission  Conferences,  in  the  absence  of 
a  Bishop  to  ordain  persons  to  the  office  of  a  Deacon  or  Elder. 

John  J.  Hight  presented  the  following  resolution,  Hight  on  Sup- 
which  was  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the      Bishops. 
Support  of  the  Bishops : 

Resolved,  That  the  Special  Committee  on  Support  of  the  Bishops  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Discipline, 
Part  VI,  chap,  i,  page  267,  by  substituting  for  sec.  1  the  following: 

"SECTION   I. 

"  The  Support  of  Bishops,  and  the  Families  of  deceased  Bishops. 

"  Quest.  1.  "What  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  support  of  the 
Bishops  ? 

^'  Ans.  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Book  Committee  at  their  an- 
nual meeting  in  November  to  estimate,  after  consulting  with  the 
Bishops,  the  amounts  necessary  to  pay  their  traveling  expenses, 
and  furnish  them  a  competent  support  during  the  year  beginning 
with  January  following. 

"  A7is.  2.  The  Book  Committee  shall  apportion  the  total  amount 
estimated  for  support  and  traveling  expenses  of  the  Bishops  to 
the  Annual  Conferences,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

"  Ans.  3.  The  Presiding  Elders,  or  a  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose  by  the  Annual  Conference,  shall  before  January  ap- 
portion to  the  Districts  and  Charges  the  amount  asked  of  the  An- 
nual Conference,  and  the  said  sums  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  first 
money  raised  by  public  collections  for  the  support  of  the  ministry. 

"  An-s.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Presiding  Elder  to  see  tliat 
these  sums  are  raised,  and  if  one  collection  is  not  sufficient,  to  lift 
others ;  to  receive  the  money  and  remit  as  often  as  every  three 
months  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Cincinnati,  and  present  a  detailed  report  of  collections 
and  remittances  to  his  Annual  Conference. 

"  Ans.  5.  If  this  plan  does  not  produce  sufficient  funds  to  pay  the 
drafts  of  the  Bishops,  at  any  time  when  the  period  is  past  for  which 
said  drafts  are  drawn  the  said  treasurer  .shall  draw  on  the  Book 
Concern,  to  be  refunded  if  the  money  is  received  from  the  Presid- 
ing Elders;  and  all  delinquencies  on  the  part  of  an  Annual  Con- 
ference shall  be  charged  against  the  dividends  declared  by  the 
Book  Concern  for  said  Conference. 

"  Quest.  2.  What  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  support  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  deceased  Bishops  ? 
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]VIay  14.  '•  Ans.  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  an  Annual  Conference  within 
Twelfth  Day.  whose  bounds  such  persons  may  reside,  to  appoint  annually  a  Com- 
mittee to  make  an  estimate  of  tlie  amount  necessary  to  assist  said 
widow  or  cliild,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  Book  Committee  be- 
fore their  annual  meeting  in  November,  and  the  Committee  shall 
make  suoli  allowance  in  each  case  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

".4h.s.  2.  Tiie  President  of  an  Aunual  Conference  within  whose 
bounds  said  widow  or  child  may  live  shall  draw  on  the  Book  Con- 
cern for  the  sums  thus  allowed,  and  the  total  said  sums  so  dra^v^l 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  dividends  declared  by  the  Book  Concern 
to  all  the  Conferences,  and  a  statement  of  the  amount  shall  be  sent 
to  the  Annual  Conferences." 


Kkxtcckt.  KENTUCKY. 

Shaw  on  Lay-       H.  Shaw,  Jr.,  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 

A^ente^   *"*     was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  : 

Resolved,  That  all  of  paragraph  2,  sec.  6,  Part  Y,  of  the  Discipline, 
after  the  words  ''San  Francisco,"  and  that  the  words,  "'to  be  chosen 
from  among  the  travelins:  preachers,"  in  paragraph  6,  sec.  6,  Part  Y, 
of  the  Discipline,  and  all  of  the  same  paragraph,  section  and  Part 
of  Discipline  after  the  words  "New  York,"  be  stricken  out  of  the 
Discipline. 

iUncE.  MAINE. 

Parker  Jaques  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Cor- 
respondence : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Relations  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  relative  to  the  practicabihty  of  bringing  the 
communications  of  corresponding  bodies  and  the  addresses  of  fra- 
ternal delcfiates  within  the  limits  of  a  single  session  of  this  body ; 
and,  !/ practicable,  report  a  plan  for  so  doing. 


i;ec«ption    of 
Fraternal  Del- 
egates. 


lleidto  suspend 
the  call  for 
Business. 


Laid  on 
Table. 


MICHIGAN. 
John  M.  Reid  moved  that  after  one  more  call 
through  the  three  Items  of  regular  business  the  call  be 
then  suspended,  unless  otherwise  specially  ordered.  A 
motion  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table  was  carried  by 
a  vote  of  121  to  113. 


Uich  on  Dea- 
cons' and  Eld- 
ers" Orders. 


Lemon  on  Sell- 


MINNESOTA. 

J.  O.  Rich  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Discipline  be  so  changed  as  to  limit  Deacons 
and  Elders'  Orders  to  those  who  are  members  of  an  Annual  Con- 
ference. 

NEBRASKA. 
T.B.  Lemon  offered  the  following  resohition,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  tlie  Book  Concerr  be  and  they     Mlay  14. 
are  hereby  instructed  to   consider  the  propriety  of  limiting  tlie   Twelfth  Dat. 
credit  on  all  sales  of  books  and  periodicals  to  the  term  of  twelve 
mouths,  at  which  time,  if  not  paid,  llie  account  sliall  be  closed  by 
note  and  ample  security,  and  no  addiiional  credit  shall  be  given  till 
the  note  is  paid. 

He  also  offered  the  folio winsr,  which   was  referred  Lemon  on  Ee- 
to  the  Committee  on  Revis:ils :  centiates. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  and  they  are  hereby 
requested  to  consider  t!ie  propriety  of  striking  from  answer  in  Dis- 
cipline to  quest.  4,  jsec.  12,  pages  88  and  89.  the  terms,  "or  an 
Annual,"  so  that  the  answer  will  read  as  follows,  to  wit : 

''They  may  be  received  as  licentiates,  provided  they  give  satis- 
faction to  a  Quarterly  (Conference  that  tliey  are  suitable  persons  to 
exercise  the  office,  and  of  tljeir  agreement  with  the  doctrines,  Disci- 
pline, government,  and  usages  of  our  Church. 


NEWARK.  Newabk, 

J.  T.  Crane  offered  the  following  resolution,  which   Crane  on 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  inserting  in  the  Discipline,  as  a  Sec- 
tion on  Temperance  Reform,  the  following  : 

Tlie  Temperance  Reform. 

We  regard  the  common  use  of  intoxicants  as  the  bane  and  bur- 
den of  civilized  communities.  Among  even  Christian  nations  they 
are  a  prolific  source  of  evil  of  every  description,  attacking  the  pub- 
lic welfare  at  every  point.  In  our  own  land  the  manuf  icture  and 
sale  of  alcoholic  beverages  involve  an  enormous  waste  of  the  fruits 
of  national  industry,  and  cause  nearly  all  the  abject  want  and  pau- 
perism known  among  us.  The  general  use  creates  a  soil  in  which 
vice,  crime,  and  disorder  of  every  sort  grow  rank. 

The  drinking  habits  of  the  people  are  destructive  of  public  and 
private  virtue,  safety,  and  prosperity,  and  hostile  to  liumMU  happi- 
ness in  all  its  forms,  both  in  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come. 
This  hideous  vice  stands  before  us  as  the  representative  and  em- 
bodiment of  all  wrong  and  ruin,  the  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
the  Church  and  of  the  salvation  of  souls. 

Our  deliberate  judgment  is  th:it  to  engage  in  the  manufacture  or 
sale  of  intoxicants,  intended  to  be  used  as  a  beverage,  is  immoral; 
and  that  even  the  occasional  needless  use  of  them  is  unwise  and  to 
be  avoided,  being  unsafe  to  him  who  indulges  in  them,  and  danger- 
ous as  an  example  to  otiiers. 

Wliile  we  thus  recognize  the  drinking  habits  of  the  people  as  the 
direct  antagonist  of  the  Gospel,  we  also  recognize  the  Temperance 
Reform  as  an  essential  part  of  the  true  work  of  the  Church.  Every 
Quarterly  Conference  sliall  therefore  appoint  a  Standing  Committee 
consisting  of  three  or  more  member^,  the  preacher  in  charge  being 
chairman  ex  officio,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Temperance 
Reform.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee  wherever  practi- 
cable— 

1.  To  provide  from  time  to  time  for  the  delivery  of  sermons  and 
addressees  on  the  sul)ject  of  Temperance,  both  in  tlie  Stuiday-school 
and  the  public  congregation,  and  also  by  means  of  the  press  to  dis- 
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IMay  14.     seminate.  as  widely  as  possible,  solid  information  in  regard  to  the 
Twelfth  Day.    evils  wiiich  we  deplore. 

2.  To  organize  in  each  Chiircii  and  Sunday-school  a  Temperance 
Society,  and  labor  to  secure  by  pledge  or  otherwise  an  avowed  ad- 
herence of  the  whole  community  to  the  principles  and  practice  of 
Total  Abstinence,  and  enlist  them  in  the  active  work  of  reform. 

3.  To  report  their  action  to  the  Quarterly  Conference,  to  which 
body  the\'  shall  be  amenable. 

4.  To  co-operate  with  others  in  all  right  measures  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  traffic  in  intoxiciicing  drinks,  and  for  the  furtherance 
of  the  general  cause. 

In  our  foreign  mission  fields,  where  opium  and  other  drugs  are 
employed  for  purposes  of  into.xication,  no  professed  convert  shall 
be  received  on  probation  or  retained  in  Church  membership  while 
addicted  to  any  vicious  indulgence  of  the  nature  indicated. 


James  Strong 
has  leave  of 
absence. 


James  Strong,  a  lay  delegate  from  the  Newark  Con- 
ference, asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  two 
days,  and  Amos  Hoagland,  a  reserve,  was  admitted  in 
his  stead. 


Kew  England.  NEW    EXGLAND. 

sherm.in  on  David   Sherman   offered   the    following    resolntion, 

iiamf^f  the  and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries : 

New  England 

Conference.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  requested  to  in- 

quire into  the  propriety  of  changing  the  name  of  the  New  England 
Conference  to  Boston  Conference. 


Nkw  Jebsey. 

King  on  no  dis- 
tinction  in 
tlie  right  to 
administer 
the    Sacra- 
ments as  be- 
tween a  Pea- 
eon  and  Elder. 


Lord's  Prayer. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

I.  D.  King  presented  the  following  resolutions,  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Eevisals  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  amending  the  Discipline  so  as  to  remove  the 
invidious  distinctions  between  the  Christian  Sacraments,  by  which 
a  Deacon  is  authorized  to  administer  Baptism,  and  is  made  an  as- 
sistant to  the  Elder  in  the  administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  amending  sec.  1,  chap,  iii.  Part  I.  page 
44.  by  inserting  between  lines  three  and  four  the  following,  to  wit : 
"  And  that  they  may  be  able  so  to  do,  let  the  minister  be  careful 
to  use  the  form  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  found  in  our  Discipline." 


NEW  YORK. 


King  on   Par- 
sonages for 
worn-out 
Preacliers. 


L.  H.  King  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  recommending  to  the  Conferences  the  securing 
of  houses  to  be  known  as  Conference  Parsonages,  to  be  owned  by  the 
Conference,  and  occupied  by  such  worn-out  preachers,  or  widows 
and  orphans,  as  the  Conference  shall  designate. 
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IMay  14. 

NORTH    OHIO.  Twelfth  Day. 

NoKTH  Ohio. 

W.  C.  Peirce  offered  the  following  resolution,  which   I'eirce  on  Re- 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals :  "Inse"" 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  so  clianging  tlie  Discipline  on  page  57, 
lines  eiglit  and  nine  from  the  top,  as  to  make  it  read,  "  and  renew 
their  license  annually,  and  to  recommend  the  renewal  of  tlie  licenses 
of exliorters  annually,  when,"  etc.;  or  so  as  to  make  it  read,  -'and 
renew  their  license,  and  to  recommend  the  renewal  of  the  license 
of  exhorters  annually,  when,"  etc.,  thus  making  it  harmonize  with 
the  language  on  page  114,  lines  eiglit  and  eleven,  and  on  page  314, 
sec.  8,  "  Rights  of  Quarterly  Conferences,"  etc. 

OREGON.  Okegon. 


J.  F.  Devore  offered  the  following  resolution, 
was  referi'ed  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 


which     Devore  on 
Slavery. 


Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  consider  the  propriety  of 
striking  out  or  expunging  from  our  Discipline  every  thing  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  as  found  on  page  34,  Part  I,  and  in  sec.  4.  Also 
the  following  clause,  "  SlaveJiolding ;  buying  or  selling  slaves,"  as 
found  on  page  30. 

PITTSBURGH.  Pittsbubgh. 

John  Williams  presented  the  following  resolution,   WiUiams      on 

P  -.  ,       /-I  •  ^       •      ,  TermofMin- 

and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals :  istenai  Serv- 

ice. 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  Discipline  so  as  to  extend 
the  term  of  ministerial  probation  from  two  to  four  years. 

C.  A.  Holmes  offered  the  following  resolution,  and   Holmes  on  Or- 

^  '  dmation      of 

it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  :  Local  Preach- 

ers. 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  shall  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  so  changing  the  Discipline  as  to  do  away  with  all  pro- 
vision for  the  ordination  of  Local  Preachers. 


PROVIDENCE. 


Peovidenoe. 


D.  H.  Ela  offered  the  following  resolution  :  Eia  on  Numt.er 

*  of    Subsorili- 

Besolved,  That  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  be  and  they  are       fcaU^^^"°*^' 
hereby  directed  to  furnish  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  subscribers  to  the  monthly  and  quar- 
terly magazines  published  by  them. 


E.  H.  "Waring  moved  to  amend  by  adding  "  also   "''^^^Jf^f, 
the  General  Minutes,  and  weekly  papers,  and  Quar- 
terly Review." 

J.  Rothweiler  moved  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolu- 
tion that  the  Book  Agents  report  to  the  Conference 


Amendment 


Rotbwoilcr's 
Substitute. 
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May  14. 

TwKinH  Dat. 

Auiendment 
of  the  Substi- 
tute. 


Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Biiifrliam's  Sub- 
Ptitutti  adopt- 
ed. 


Change  on  Com- 
mittee. 


Reception      of 
Delegates 
from    M.    E. 
Church        in 
Canada. 

Bishop      Bich- 
ardson. 


Rev.  Joseph 
WUd,  D.D., 
Rev.  M.  Ben- 
eon. 


the  number  of  subscribers  to  our  various  periodicals, 
and  cost  of  tlie  whole. 

E.  H.  Waring  moved  to  amend  the  substitute  by 
adding  the  cost  of  the  General  Minutes,  which  amend- 
ment was  admitted  by  the  mover  of  the  substitute. 

On  motion,  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table. 

I.  S.  Bingham  moved,  as  a  substitute  for  the  original 
resolution,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern 
shall  have  the  right,  and  are  hereby  autliorized  to  call 
on  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  for  any  informa- 
tion which  the  Committee  may  want.  This  motion 
prevailed. 

C.  A.  Loeber  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  on 
the  Committee  on  the  Scandinavian  work,  and  his  re- 
quest was  granted,  and  Frederick  Kapp  was  appointed 
in  his  stead. 

On  motion  of  B.  I.  Ives  the  order  of  the  day, 
namely,  the  reception  of  fraternal  delegates  from  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada,  was  taken  up. 

Bishop  Richardson  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Canada  was  introduced  to  the  Conference. 
The  credentials  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Wild,  D.D.,  and 
of  the  Rev.  Michael  Benson,  delegates  from  that 
Church,  and  the  address  of  the  General  Conference  of 
that  Church  to  this  General  Conference,  were  then 
read,  after  which  the  delegates  severally  addressed  the 
Conference.  [For  Credentials  and  Addresses,  see  Aj>- 
pendix  26,  27,  28,  29,  30.] 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  addresses,  on  motion  of 

Gilbert  Haven,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted, 

namely : 

Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  especial  pleasure  the  words 
of  our  brethren  of  tlie  Canada  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  favor 
of  union  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  that  a  commit- 
tee of  nine  be  appointed  on  Church  union,  to  which  these  addresses 
and  all  other  papers  upon  this  subject  shall  be  referred. 


Rock  Rfveb. 

Goodrich       c 

Separate 
<     Vote. 


EOCK  RIVER. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Grant  Goodricli, 
asking  for  a  change  of  the  Discipline,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  proprictj'  of  so  changing  the  Discipline  as  to  allow  of  a 
division  of  the  lay  and  clerical  vote  only  on  changes  of  Discipline. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
J.   B.  Middleton  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  the  Episco- 
pacy: 

Whereas,  God,  in  the  mysterious  dispensations  of  his  providence, 
has  seen  fit  to  bereave  and  afHict  our  Church  since  the  last  session 
of  this  Conference,  in  the  death  of  four  of  our  beloved  Superintend- 
ents ;   and, 

W/iertas,  A  very  large  number  are  to  be  elected  to  the  laborious 
and  responsible  position  of  General  Superintendents  in  our  Church, 
therefore, 

Jiesoiced,  That  a  day  be  appointed,  prior  to  the  election  of  Bish- 
ops, to  be  observed  by  this  Conference  and  the  Church  as  a  day  of 
fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God  that  he  would 
mercifully  pardon  our  offenses,  and  condescend  so  to  direct  in  the 
coming  elections  that  the  best  men  for  this  ofhce  shall  be  chosen, 
and  God  tnereby  be  honored,  and  the  interest  of  his  cause  be  greatly 
promoted. 

SOUTHERN    ILLINOIS. 

B.  R.  Pierce  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tiie  Book  Concern : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Committee  for  the  next  quadrennium  be 
instructed  to  publish  the  salaries  of  General  Conference  officers,  in- 
eluding  Bishops  and  editors. 


Mlay  14. 
TwELnn  ]Jay. 

South      Caeo- 

LINA. 

Mirtdleton  on 
Day  of  Fast- 
ing in  \ie\v 
of  the  Elec- 
tion of  Bish- 


SorxHEKjj     II- 

HKOI3. 

Pierce  on  Pub- 
lication of 
Salaries. 


SOUTH-WEST   GERMAN. 

On  motion  of  Adam  Klippel,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  Book  of  Discipline  as  to  ad- 
mit lay  representation  in  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  report  their 
actio u  to  this  body  as  soon  as  possible. 


SOUTH-WXST 

German. 

Klippel  on  Lay 
Kepresenta-' 
tion  ill  An- 
nual Confer- 
ences. 


Philip  Kuhl  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  Daily  Advocate 

^  °  lor  each  For- 

WaS  adopted  :  elgn  Mission. 

Resolved,  That  one  copy  of  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate  be  sent 
to  each  foreign  Mission  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

TENNESSEE.  Tennessee. 

David  Rutledffe   offered   the  following   resolution,  Kutiedge      on 

«  -I  1         y,  ■  1        T-.       1  Missionary 

which   was   referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book     Advocate. 
Concern : 


Whereas,  There  is  a  general  lack  of  interest  in  the  Missionary 
Advocate  amon^-  our  people,  and  more  especially  among  the  chil- 
dren of  our  Suuda3'-3chools ;  therefore, 
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M-ay  14.         Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  requested 
IVBLxrH  Day.    to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  form,  title,  and  price 
of  the  Missionary  Advocate,  so  as  to  make  it  as  attractive  and  in- 
teresting as  its  importance  demands. 

Kutiedge      on       He  also  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
Children    on  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and 

Public   Wor-    ^  . 

ship.  J.I<lL/t8  . 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts  be 
requested  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  attendance  of  the  children 
of  our  Sundaj^-schools  on  public  worship;  also,  whether  some  rec- 
ommendation by  the  General  Conference  requesting  and  providing 
for  the  attendance  of  teachers  with  their  classes  on  public  worship, 
would  not  secure  this  desirable  object. 

West        Vie-  WEST    VIRGINIA. 

QINIA. 

Logan  on  Mis-       T.   H,   Logan  presented   the   following   resolution, 
vocate.  Avhich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  discontinuing  the  publication  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Advocate,  and  of  appropriatmg  a  portion  of  the  money 
heretofore  expended  for  that  purpose  in  publishing  one  or  more 
columns  of  missionary  matter  in  the  Sunday-School  Advocate. 


West  Wiscon- 
sin. 

Stillman  on 
Baptized 


WEST  WISCONSIN. 

John  E.  Stillman  presented  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday- 
Schools  and  Tracts  : 


Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  General 
Conference  now  in  session  to  report  what  action,  if  any,  is  neces- 
sary to  more  thoroughly  instruct  the  baptized  children  of  the 
Church  in  its  doctrines,  and,  by  organizing  them  into  classes,  to  pro- 
mote their  conversion,  and  save  them  to  our  common  Zion. 


Wilmington. 


Quigg  on  Com- 
mittee       for 


WILMINGTON. 


John  B.  Quigg  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  amending  the  Discipline,  in  answer  to  quest. 
1,  sec.  5,  page  126,  by  striking  out  the  words,  "who  shall  not  be 
members  of  the  Quarterly  Conference,"  after  the  words,  "  before  a 
Committee  of  not  less  than  five." 


Miller  on  Book 
Depository. 


WISCONSIN. 

W.  G.  Miller  oifered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed     ]May  1-*. 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  estabhshiug  a  Book  Depository  in    T-wklfth  Day. 
the  city  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin. 

W.  R.  Clark  announced  that  William  Claflin,  a  lay  w.  ciaflin  ad- 
delegate  of  the  New  England  Conference,  was  present,      seat. 
and  he  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  Conference,  and 
assigned  to  the  several  Committees  in  place  of  James 
P.   Magee,  a  reserve,  who  had  been   serving   in   his 
stead. 

Tlie  Committees  were  called  and  reports  presented   committee   on 

IT  1       n         r  11  Episcopacy 

and  disposed  or  as  follows  :  Report     pa- 

Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  donation  o'f 
Episcopacy,  rejjorted  back  the  petition  of  Mary  F.  MiniMry? 
Thomas  and  five  others,  in  relation  to  the  ordination 
of  women  to  the  Gospel  ministry,  with  the  recommen- 
dation that  it  be  referred  to  the  special  Commiltee  on 
Woman's  Work  iu  the  Church  ;  and  it  was  referred 
accordingly. 

He  also  reported  back  a  resolution  of  D.  Steven-  Also  on  Depn- 
son,  in  relation   to  a  deputation  to  the  General  Con-      e.  °°churchi 
ference  of  the  Church  South,  and  on  his  recommenda-      ^°'^"^- 
tion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Church. 

L.  C.  Matlack,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  submitted  a  report  in  two  items :  Item  Eeport^'^on 
one  relating  to  the  paper  on  boundaries  presented  by  of'^Ai^M^saa 
the  Bishops,  and  Item  two  describing  the  boundaries  confere'lfces'!* 
of  the  Arkansas  and  the  Indiana  Conferences. 

The  first  item  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  Both  laid  on 
the  table,  and  its  printing  ordered.  te^printld.  ** 

The  second  item  was  read,  when  Luke  Hitchcock 
moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

F.  A.  Hester  moved  to  recommit  this  item.  On 
motion  of  L.  C.  Matlack,  the  motion  to  recommit  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  the  original  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  and  print  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  S.  W.  Thomas,  the  time  of  the  session 
was  extended. 

Gilbert    Haven,    Chairman   of  the    Committee    on   Committee  on 
Missions,  presented  Report  No.  I,  providing  for  the  re-      mitted"^  Re- 
organization of  the   General    Missionary  Committee.      po^tNo.  i. 
John  M.  Walden  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the 
U 
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Miay  14. 

Twelfth  Day. 

Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble to  be 
printed. 


Committee  on 
Appeals. 


N.  B.  BeiTy  ap- 
pointed to  the 
Special  Com- 
mittee on  the 
Book  Con- 


table,  that  it  he  printed,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Thursday  next. 

Otis  Gibson  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  the  report 
be  recommitted,  with  instructions  to  so  arrange  the 
districts  as  to  give  a  representative  in  the  General 
Missionary  Committee  to  the  Pacific  Coast  Confer- 
ferences.  I.  A.  Hammer  moved  to  amend  the  substi- 
tute by  striking  out  all  that  relates  to  instructions. 
Pending  this  amendment,  on  motion  of  William  Stoker, 
the  substitute  and  amendment  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  the  original  motion  prevailed. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Bishop  Simpson,  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Appeals  was  enlarged  by  in- 
cluding all  members  whose  names  commence  with  any 
letter  of  the  alphabet  preceding  the  letter  M,  The 
second  section  to  comprise  those  whose  names  begin 
with  M,  or  any  letter  of  the  alphabet  below  it. 

At  the  request  of  the  New  Hampshire  delegation 
C.  M.  Dinsmore  was  excused  from  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern,  and  N.  S.  Berry  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  stead. 

On  motion  Conference  adjourned.  The  doxology 
having  been  sung,  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
William  Nast,  of  the  Central  German  Conference. 


M:ay  15. 

Thirteenth 

DAT. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  15. 

Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Ames  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Matthew  Sorin,  of  the  Saint  Louis  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday'  s  proceedings  was  read 
and  approved. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  Special  Commit- 
tees, namely  : 


Committee  on 
Woman's 

ON  WOMAN 

's  ■ 

svo 

RK   IN   THE   CHURCH. 

Work  in  the 
Church. 

I.  W.  Wiley, 
P.  Jaques, 
T.  H.  Logan, 
R.  L.  Waite, 

W.  F.  Day, 
G.  B.  Jocelyn, 
J.  B.  Wakeley, 
D.  A.  Whedon, 

J. 

E, 

Stillman. 
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ON    UNION    WITH    THE    METHODIST    EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH   IN   CANADA  AND  OTHER  BODIES. 


Gilbert  Haven, 
J.  M.  Reid, 
George  Peck, 
R.  S.  Rust, 


M.  Sorin. 


Willard  Ives, 
J.  S.  Smart, 
A.  Webster, 
M.  D'C.  Crawford, 
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]May  ir>. 

Thirteenth 
Day. 
Committee   on 
Union  of 
Methodist 
Churches. 


ON  REVISION  OF  THE  HYMN  BOOK. 


Committee  on 
Kevision   of 


1st  Book  Committee  District, 

C.  S.  Harrington, 

the    Hymn 
Book. 

2d 

u 

(( 

John  Miley, 

3d 

u 

u 

J.  T.  Crane, 

4th 

u 

(C 

Samuel  Barnes, 

5th 

(( 

(( 

E.  Wentworth, 

6th 

(( 

« 

B.  I.  Ives, 

nh 

(( 

« 

William  Hunter, 

8th 

« 

« 

F.  S.  Hoyt, 

9th 

(( 

(( 

J.  F.  Marley, 

10th 

<( 

t( 

L.  R.  Fisk, 

11th 

(( 

(( 

C.  H.  Fowler, 

12th 

(( 

(( 

B.  T.  Vincent, 

13th 

» 

(( 

W.  R.  Davis, 

14th 

« 

(( 

Robert  AUyn, 

15th 

(( 

(( 

C.  A.  Loeber. 

ON  SANCTITY  OF 

THE 

SABBATH. 

Committee  on 

the  Sanctity 

J.  E. 

Latimer, 

B. 

B.  Hamlin, 

of  the  Sal), 
bath. 

W.J. 

A.  J.  Phelps, 


U.  P.  Golliday, 


C.  B.  Dunn. 


ON   CHARTERED   FUND. 


W.  Claflin,  N.  G.  Taylor, 

G.  Abernethy. 


Committee  on 
the  Chartered 
Fund. 


DEPUTATION  TO  THE  WOMAN'S   FOREIGN  MISSION- 
ARY SOCIETY. 

Arthur  Edwards,  N.  E.  Cobleigh, 

D.  Sherman. 


Deputation  t(» 
Woman's  For- 
eign Mission- 
ary Society. 


The  roll  of  the  Conferences  was  then  called  for  the  Petitions,  Me- 
presentation  of  Petitions,  Memorials,  and  Appeals,  and      Appeals."" 
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May  li".     the  following  named  were  presented  and  disposed  of 

Thirteenth  .      t        .      -i 


indicated. 


BALTIMORE. 


L.  F.  Morgan  presented  a  memorial  from  T.  Lewis 
and  others  on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  and  it  was 
refeiTed  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


Cestkal   New 

TORK. 


CENTRAL  XEW  YORK. 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  petitions  and  remonstrances 
on  the  subject  of  boundaries  as  follows,  namely  :  one 
signed  by  Xathan  Smith  and  thirty-four  others,  one 
signed  by  A.  E.  Corse,  and  representing  about  three  hun- 
dred official  members,  one  signed  by  L.  B.  Wells  and 
forty  others,  one  signed  by  H.  Dryer  and  twenty-seven 
others,  one  signed  by  Robert  Brewster  and  sixteen 
other  official  members,  all  of  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

B.  S.  Wright  presented  a  petition  signed  by  H.  S. 
Holmes  and  forty-nine  others,  asking  that  no  change 
be  made  in  boundary  between  Central  New  York 
and  Black  River  Conferences,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


DES  MOIXES. 

TJ.  p.  GoUiday  presented  remonstrances  against  the 
division  of  the  Des  Moines  Conference  as  follows, 
namelv  :  one  from  J.  X.  Page  and  thirteen  others,  one 
from  James  Leslie  and  eighteen  others,  one  from 
A.  Badley  and  eighteen  others,  one  from  C.  C.  Maher 
and  seventeen  others,  all  of  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Joseph  Knotts  presented  the  remonstrances  against 
the  division  of  the  Des  Moines  Conference  from  F. 
Harris  and  from  S.  Jones,  both  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

W.  H.  H.  Beadle  presented  a  memorial  relative  10 
the  division  of  the  Des  Moines  Conference,  signed  by 
himself  and  Bennett  Mitchell,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
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]VIay   irj. 

IOWA.  TUIKTEENTH 

Day. 

I,  A.  Hammer  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Iowa  i^^^^- 

Lay  Electoral  Conference  in   reference  to   equal  lay  ^cicricantoif- 

representation,    and  it  was  referred   to  the  Commit-  resentation., 
tee  on  Revisals. 


NEW   JERSEY.  New  Jeusey. 

I.  D,  King   presented  an  extract  from  the  Journal  Sabbath  Dese- 
of  the  New  Jersey  Conference  on  Sabbath  desecration, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Sanctity 
of  the  Sabbath. 

He  also  presented  the  appeal  of  J.  Vannote,  and  it  \w^^\   "f  J- 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals. 

NEW    YORK.  NewToek. 

J.  B.  Wakeley  presented  a   petition  for  a  change  Boundaries. 
of  the  boundary  line,  signed  by  James  T.  Layton  and 
fifty-six  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

NEW  YORK   EAST.  N«y        Yobk 

East. 

T.  G.  Osbom  presented  a"  memorial  from  the  New  Seamen's 
York  East  Conference   on  the  seamen's   cause,    and 
asked  its  reference  to  the  special  Committee  of  five  on 
that  subject,  and  it  was  so  referred. 

Oliver  Hoyt  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Qunr-  Boundaries. 
terly  Conference  of  "Second-street  Church,  praying  that 
the  city  may  be  placed  under  the  pastoral  care  of  one 
Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

T.  G.  Osborn  presented  a  memorial  of  the  John-street  John-street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  New  York  city,   in  re- 
spect to  an  endowment,  and  asked  its  reference  to  a 
special  Conmiittee  of  five,  and  it  was  so  referred. 

W.  M'Allister  presente-d  a  memorial  concerning  the  Support  of  Su- 
support  of  superannuated   preachers,  and  it  was   re-      Preachers* 
ferred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Revisals. 

D.   Curry  presented  the  action  of  the   New  York  Church  statia- 
East  Conference  on  Church  statistics,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
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Miay  15. 

Thirteen  TH 
Day. 

Ordination  of 
Preacliers  on 
Trial. 


He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  New  York  East 
Conference  respecting  the  ordination  of  preachers  on 
trial,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
erancy, • 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  New  York  East 
Conference  against  ministers  using  tobacco,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 


NoBTH  Ohio. 


Philadelphia. 


NORTH  OHIO. 

A.  J.  Lyon  presented  a  remonstrance  from  Clyde, 
North  Ohio  Conference,  on  boundaries,  and  it  was  re- 
fen-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

C.  Albright  presented  a  protest  of  the  Quarterly 
Conference  of  Berrysburgh,  against  change  of  bound- 
aries, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries; he  also  presented  a  protest  of  Ridge  Avenue 
Church,  Harrisburgh,  Pa.,  on  the  same  subject,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 


Peovidenoe. 
Boundaries. 


PROVIDENCE. 

D.  A.  Whedon  presented  a  petition  of  George  T. 
Mitchell  and  twelve  others,  asking  for  a  change  in 
Conference  boundaries,  and  it  was  x-eferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 


Rock  Riveb.  ROCK   RIVER. 

Secret  Societies.  g.  A.  W.  Jcwett  presented  a  memorial  on  secret  so- 
cieties, signed  by  J.  Hunter  and  twenty  others,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church. 

South     Caro-  SOUTH    CAROLINA. 

LINA. 

No  distinctions       A.   Wcbstcr  presented  the   following  named  peti- 

on      account      .  .  ,.,...  '  ,, 

of  Race  or  tions  against  makmg  distinctions  on  account  or  race  or 
color,  namely  :  from  A.  Middleton  and  thirty-five 
others;  fi-om  Thomas  Phillips  and  fifty-six  others; 
from  Robert  Preston  and  forty-six  others ;  from  F,  W. 
Johnson  and  fifty  others  ;  all  of  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


Color. 
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May  15. 
TROY  Thirtbenth 

Day. 

William  Wells  presented  a  memorial  of  George  F.   t»o"^- 
Comfort  regarding  the  establishment  of  a  post-coUe-     "univer^. 
giate  university,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education. 

Samuel  Meredith  presented  a  memorial  of  B.  Haw-  "immersion." 
ley  and  T.  A.  Griffin,  requesting  that  the  word  "im- 
mersion "  be  stricken  from  the  Discipline,  Part  I,  sec. 
5,  item  1,  page  34,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals. 

UPPER   IOWA.  Uppee  Iowa. 

D.  N.  Cooley  presented  a  memorial  of  S.  S.  Steele,  insurance. 
with  plan  for  insurance  of  Church  property,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Insurance. 


VIRGINIA.  ViKGiNiA. 

Wm,   N".  Berkley  presented  a  memorial  of  A.   C.   Boundaries. 
Harman  and  thirty-three  others,  of  Alexandria  Station, 
on  change  of  boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

WEST    VIRGINIA.  West        Vib- 

GINIA. 

Samuel  Steele  presented  a  memorial  of  S.  Steele  and  Support  of  the 

1-11  Ministry. 

Others  on  the  more  liberal  support  of  the  ministry, 
and  asked  its  reference  to  a  special  Committee  of  five  ; 
and,  on  his  motion,  it  and  other  papers  now  in  the 
hands  of  Committees,  on  the  same  subject,  were  so  re- 
ferred. Before  adopting  this  motion,  a  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  was  lost  by  a  count  vote  of  58  for  to  102 
against. 

WISCONSIN.  WisooNsnf. 

H.  A.  Jones  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  Lay-  Episcopacy. 
men's  Convention  on  the  Episcopacy,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

H.  Bannister  presented  a  memorial  of  A.  Haagensen  Danish  Hymn 
and  others  on  the  publication  of  a  hymn  book,  tracts,     ^°°'''  ^^' 
etc.,  in  the  Danish  language,  together  Avith  a  manu- 
script catechism  in  the  same  language,  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Scandinavian  work. 
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THIRTF.KNTn 

Dav. 
Wyominq. 
Church    Kec- 
ords. 


Resolutions  and 
Miscellaneous 
Business. 


WYOMING. 

T.  Harroun  presented  a  memorial  of  J.  F.  Wilbur  in 
regard  to  Church  Records,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  roll  of  Conferences  was  called  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  Resolutions  and  Miscellaneous  Business,  and 
they  were  presented  and  referred  as  follows,  namely : 


Davisson  on 
Consolidation 
of  "  Sunday- 
School  Advo- 
<Aite,"  "  Good 
News,"  and 
"Missionary 
Advocate." 


CALIFORNIA. 

R.  G.  Davisson  offei-ed  the  following  resolution,  and 

it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools 

and  Tracts  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts  be 
requested  to  take  into  consideration  tlie  proprietj-  of  consolidating 
the  "  Sundaj'-School  Advocate,"  "Good  News,"  and  "Missionary 
Advocate  "  into  a  single  weekly  puWication. 


Gibson  on  Price 
of  Books. 


Otis  Gibson  presented  the  following  resolutions,  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern : 


'California  Ad- 
vocate." 


Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  selling  our  books  on  the  Pacific 
coast  at  the  same  rates  in  currency  and  on  the  same  conditions  as 
they  are  sold  in  all  other  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  2.  Tliat  the  Committee  on  tlie  Book  Concern  be  in- 
structed to  consider  the  expediency  of  publishing  the  "California 
Advocate  "  at  the  same  subscription  price  as  the  Advocates  in  the 
Central  and  Eastern  States. 


Central  New 

YOEK. 

Lore  on  Em- 
ploying Re- 
turned Mis- 
Bionaries. 


Phelps  on  Pre- 
elQing  Elders 
and  Change 
of  Preachers. 


CENTEAL  NEW  YORK. 
D.  D.  Lore  presented  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions : 

Whereas,  It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  our  people  should  be 
more  generally  informed  in  regard  to  the  Missionary  work,  and  in- 
cited to  greater  liberality  in  its  support ;  and, 

Whei-eas,  Nothing  is  better  calculated  to  secure  these  ends  than 
a  recital  of  the  facts  and  incidents  of  missionary  life  from  personal 
experience;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  C4eneral  Conference  earnestly  recommends  the 
Bishops  in  charge  of  Foreign  Missions  and  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Missionary  Society  to  employ  our  missionaries,  when  at 
home  on  furlough,  as  far  as  practicable  in  this  work,  instead  of  ap- 
pointing tliem  to  stations  in  the  home  field  during  the  brief  period 
of  their  stay  in  this  country. 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals: 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire  IVLay  IS. 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  tlie  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  Thirteenth 
sec.  14,  quest.  4,  ans.  3,  pa.ge  94,  by  the  addition  of  the  following:  ^'^'*^- 

"  Provided  also,  that  whenever  the  removal  of  a  preadier  from  a 
charge  under  this  rule  shall  be  unsatisfiictory  to  both  the  preacher 
removed  and  to  a  majority  of  the  official  members  of  the  charge 
from  which  lie  is  removed,  the  preacher  and  official  members  thus 
aggrieved  shall  have  the  right  to  unite  in  an  appeal  to  the  Bishop 
who  presided  at  the  la.st  session  of  their  Annual  Conference." 

Tlie  answer  thus  amended  will  read : 

■■  To  change,  receive,  and  suspend  preachers  in  liis  district  dur- 
ing the  intervals  of  the  Conferences,  and  in  the  absence  of  the 
lilsiiop,  as  the  Discipline  directs:  Provided,  however,  that  a  Presid- 
ing Elder  shall  not  change  a  preacher  in  his  district  from  a  charge 
10  which  he  has  been  appointed  by  the  Bishop,  and  appoint  him  lo 
another  to  which  he  could  not  be  legally  appointed  by  the  Bishop: 
and  provided  also,  that  whenever  the  removal  of  a  preaclier  from  a 
cliarge.  under  this  rule,  shall  be  unsatisfactory  both  to  the  preacher 
removed  and  to  a  majorit}'  of  the  official  members  of  the  cliarge  from 
which  he  is  removed,  the  preacher  and  official  members  tlius  ag- 
grieved shall  have  the  right  to  unite  in  an  appeal  to  the  Bishop  wlio 
presided  at  the  last  session  of  their  Annual  Conference." 

CENTRAL   OHIO.  Centeal  Ohio. 


"W.  L.  Harris  oifered  the  following  resolution,  which   Benevolent  so- 
cieties and 

tlieir  relation 
to  the  Church. 


w^s  adopted,  namely  :  ti;eir''re"'"' 


Resolved,  That  a  special  Committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider and  report  concerning  the  relations  of  our  various  benev- 
olent societies  to  the  authorities  of  the  Church,  and  whether  any 
action  is  necessary,  and  if  so  what,  to  place  them  under  the  full 
control  of  the  General  Conference. 


Alexander  Harmount  offered  the  following  resolu- 


aucy : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  changing  the  Discipline  on  pages 
110,  111,  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  sec.  19:  ''Nor  shall  any  one  be  licensed 
to  preach,  or  recommended  to  the  Annual  Conference  to  travel  or 
for  ordination  without  first  being  examined  in  the  Quarterly  Con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  doctrine  and  discipline,"  so  as  to  read: 

No  one  shall  be  licensed  to  preach  until  he  has  passed  a  satisfac- 
tory examination  before  a  Committee  of  three,  appointed  by  the 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  District,  of  which  he  shall  be  chairman,  on 
the  subject  of  doctrine  and  discipline,  and  on  the  following  course 
of  study : 

1.  Ancient  and  Sacred  History. 

2.  Newman's  Rhetoric. 
?i.  True's  Logic. 

4.  History  of  the  United  States  and  of  Modern  Europe. 

The  following  historical  works  to  be  read:  Schmitz's  Manual 
of  Ancient  History,  Hallam's  State  of  Europe  During  the  Middle 
Ages,  Russell's  History  of  Modern  Europe,  and  Willson's  American 
Ilistor}-. 

Tiio  examination  to  take  place  in  the  interim  of  the  Quarterly 
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M:ay  15.     Conference,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Presiding  Elder  may 

Thieteenth      appoint. 

Day.  jjor  shall  any  one  be  recommended  to  the  Annual  Conference  to 

travel  without  being  e.^amiued  before  the  Quarterly  Conference  on 
the  subject  of  doctrine  and  discipline;  and  the  person  so  recom- 
mended shall  be  required  to  affirm  his  belief  in  said  doctrines  and 
discipline,  and  also  be  examined  in  a  course  of  study  which  tlie 
Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  sliall  appoint. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  tlie  propriety  of  expunging  from  ihe  Discipline  all  therein 
relating  to  tlie  ordination  of  Local  Preachers. 

Harmount    on       He  also  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
arie8,°ete.  "     was  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Support 
of  the  Bishops : 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire wliether  the  use  of  the  produce  of  the  Book  Concern  in  pay- 
ment of  the  salaries  of  the  Bishops  and  expenses  of  delegates  to 
and  from  the  General  Conference  is  not  a  violation  of  the  Sixth 
Restrictive  Rule. 

Deputation  A.  S.  Hunt,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Re- 

church  of     ccptiou  of  Fraternal  Delegates,  reported  in  favor  of 

^^'  receiving  the  deputation  from  the  Free  Church  of  Italy, 

and  the  report  was  adopted,  and  the  reception  was 

made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  at  eleven 

o'clock. 

Detboit.  DETROIT. 

FiBk  on  chap-       L,  R.  Fisk  offered   the  following  resolutions,  and 
tjon^of Proba'-  they  Were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  1.  That  in  order  to  secure  uniformity  of  method  and  a 
deeper  spiritual  impression,  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested 
to  prepare  for  tlie  Discipline  a  form  or  ritual  for  admission  of  per- 
sons into  the  Church  on  probation. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  following  be  submitted  as  an  appropriate 
chapter  on  this  subject: 

RECEPTION   OF   PROBATIONERS. 

FORM  FOR  RECEIVING  PERSONS  INTO  THE  CHURCH  ON  PROBATION. 

The  persons  to  be  received,  being  called  forward  in  the  presence  of  the 
congregation,  shall  be  addressed  as  follows: 

Dearly  Beloved — You  have  presented  yourselves  to  be  received 
as  probationers  in  the  Church.  Convinced  of  sin,  and  feeling  your 
need  of  salvation,  you  have  fled  to  the  mercy-seat  for  pardou  and 
acceptance  through  Christ.  Desiring  the  fellowship  of  the  house- 
hold of  faith,  you  this  day  seek  Christian  association  and  the  watch- 
care  of  the  Church.  "We  offer  you  the  hand  of  welcome  while  in 
the  strength  of  the  Master  you  enter  upon  this  period  of  probation. 
It  is  within  your  power  to  prove  yourselves  worthy  to  be  received 
into  full  fellowship  in  the  Church.  A  religious  life  to  be  successful 
must  be  one  of  entire  devotion  to  God;  it  must  be  a  life  of  prayer 


tioners. 
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DAT. 


and  faith  and  earnest  work.  "We  charge  you,  therefore,  in  the  prea-  ]May  15. 
ence  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  to  be  faithful  in  the  discharge  Thirtkeuth 
of  every  duty. 

The  Holy  Scriptures  are  of  divdne  inspiration,  and  "contain  all 
things  necessary  to  salvation."  Read  them  with  prayerful  hearts, 
day  by  day,  searching  for  the  deep  things  of  the  Spirit. 

The  Saviour  in  the  plainest  terms  enjoins  secret  prayer.  Let 
nothing  cause  you  to  neglect  regular  seasons  of  private  devotion, 
and  with  earnestness  of  soul  pour  out  your  complaints  unto  the 
Most  High. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  public  worship.  The  prayer-circle 
is  a  Jjlessed  place  where  God  comes  to  meet  the  humble,  trusting 
heart.  Permit  no  worldly  considerations  to  keep  you  from  sharing 
its  privileges  and  bearing  its  crosses. 

The  class-meeting  is  a  distinctive  feature  of  our  economy.  Ex- 
perience has  shown  its  value  in  promoting  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
Church.  Seek  the  communion  of  the  saints  and  the  Christian 
counsel  of  those  who  are  rich  in  faith,  and  who  meet  weekly  to  tell 
of  the  love  of  God  and  their  triumphs  over  sin. 

The  Sabbath  is  intended  to  be  a  day  both  for  withdrawal  from 
worldly  pursuits  and  for  the  earnest  prosecution  of  religious  duties. 
Keep  the  day  holy  in  word  and  thought  and  deed,  visiting  the  sanc- 
tuary for  public  devotions,  giving  reverent  attendance  on  all  the 
appointed  means  of  grace,  refraining  from  that  which  would  dampen 
your  spiritual  ardor,  and  by  personal  effort  "press  toward  the 
mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus." 
Let  nothing  come  between  you  and  the  Saviour.  From  this  hour 
perform  every  duty,  seeking  constantly  the  aid  of  the  Divine  Spirit, 
that  you  may  grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  un- 
til you  come  to  the  "stature  of  the  fullness  of  Christ." 

i)o  you  solemnly  pledge  yourselves  to  perform  these  religious 
duties,  and  to  seek  for  a  deeper  work  of  the  Spu-it  ? 

Ans.  We  do. 

"We  therefore  extend  to  you  the  watch-care  and  fellowship  of  the 
Church. 

\Thtn  shaU  the  Minister  offer  extempore  prayer.'\ 


John  S.  M'Calraont  presented  the  following  resolu-  M'Caimont  on 

^  •  T-»  ChurchBnild- 

tion,  which   was  referred  to   the  Committee  on  Ke-     ing. 
visals  : 

Resolved,  That  quest.  1  and  ans.  1  of  sec.  1,  chap,  iii.  Part  VI,  of 
the  DiscipUne,  which  reads  as  follows : 

"  Quest.  1.  Is  any  thing  advisable  in  regard  to  buildmg 
churches  ? 

'^  Ans.  1.  Let  all  our  churches  be  built  plain  and  decent,  and 
with  free  seats  wherever  practicable,  but  not  more  expensive  than 
is  absolutely  unavoidable,  otherwise  the  necessity  of  raising  money 
will  make  rich  men  necessary  to  us ;  but  if  so,  we  must  be  depend- 
ent on  them,  yea,  and  governed  by  them,  and  then  farewell  to 
Methodist  discipline,  if  not  doctrine  too;"  be  amended  so  as  to 
read: 

Quest.  1.  Is  any  thing  advisable  in  regard  to  building  churches? 

Ans.  1.  Let  our  church  buildings  be  plain  and  decent,  not  so  ex- 
pensive as  to  be  burdensome,  or  to  interfere  with  any  part  of  our 
work;  let  them  be  with  free  seats  if  practicable,  and,  if  not,  let  the 
distribution  of  the  seats  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Quarterly 
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Miay  15.      Conference,  but  so  that  all  who  enter  the  congregation  may  be 
Thibteenth      welcome  to  sit  in  any  unoccupied  seats. 


Prentice      on       W.    S.   Prentice    offered  the    following   resolution, 
Property!^     ivhlch  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  striking  from  ans.  4.  sec.  3,  chap,  iii. 
Part  Yl,  of  the  Discipline  the  following  words :  "  And  the  Annual 
Conference,  and  in  the  interim  of  the  Annual  Conference."  so.that 
,  the  sentence  siiall  read  :  "  A  majority  of  all  the  members  of  such 
Quarterly  Conference  concurring,  and  tlie  preacher  in  charge  and 
the  Presiding  Elder  consenting." 


Johnson 

Presiding 
Eldership. 


.  Kiger  on  Sup- 
's port   of   Pre- 
siding Elders. 


W.  E.  Johnson  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Presiding  Eldership  is  indispensable  to  the 
perpetuity  and  efficiency  of  our  itinerant  system.  The  better  to 
meet  the  views  and  feehngs  of  the  preachers  and  people,  and  em- 
ploy tliis  important  agenc}*  where  it  is  most  needed, 

Resolved.  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  Discipline,  1.  That  the 
Sabbath  services  of  the  Presiding  Elder  shall  be  devoted  to  the 
outlying  and  more  needy  charges  in  his  district ;  and,  2.  That  his 
salary  shall  be  apportioned  to  the  different  charges  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  allowed  the  preacher  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of 
each. 

INDIANA. 

John  Kiger  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Re^^sals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Disciphne,  page  60, 
that  the  question,  "  For  support  of  Presiding  Elder  ?  "  shall " 
at  the  lirst  instead  of  the  second  Quarterly  Conference. 


Iowa. 

Simmons  on 
Real  Estate 
of  the  Mis- 
sionary Soci- 
ety. 


IOWA. 

J,  F.  Simmons  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Missionary  Board  be  required  to  furnish  a 
statement  of  the  amount  and  condition  of  real  estate  investments 
belonging  to  the  Missionary  Society,  to  be  pubHshed  in  the  annual 
reports  of  said  Society. 

I.  A.  Hammer  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Support 
of  the  Bishops  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Support  of  the  Bishops  be 
requested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Disci- 
pline that  all  our  Bishops  who  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  sev- 
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CDty  years  be  placed  on  the  retired  list  at  the  first  General  Confer-  ]Ma.y  !.■>, 

ence  after  they  shall  have  attained  said  age,  and  that  their  future  Thirteenth 
support  be  provided   for  at  the  time  of  said  retirement  from  the  -Day. 

funds  of  the  Book  Concern. 

E.  H.  Waring  presented  the  following  resolutions,   Warin-  on  du- 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals:      taryV  con- 

Rtsolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  amending  tlie  Discipline  by  adding  to  the 
ans.  to  quest.  5,  Part  III.  chap,  i,  sec.  2,  page  123,  the  words,  ''And 
the  Secretary  of  the  Conference  shall  enter  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and,  in  case  of 
appeal,  siiall  send  a  certified  copy  of  said  report,  with  the  action 
of  the  Annual  Conference,  and  all  the  papers  in  the  case,  to  the 
General  Confereuce  for  the  use  of  the  Connnittee  on  Appeals." 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to 
.  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing  ans.  2  and  3  to  quest.  7, 
Part  11,  cliap.  i,  sec.  2,  page  55,  so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows : 

2.  Each  Annual  Conference  sliall  elect  annually  a  secretary  of 
the  Conference  and  a  statistical  secretary.  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  secretary  to  keep  a  correct  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Annual  Conference,  which  shall  be  certified  by  the  president  and 
secretary;  to  take  charge  of  all  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Con- 
ference, subject  to  its  direction ;  to  forward  to  the  Book  Agents  at 
New  ;rork,  for  publication  in  the  General  Minutes,  the  statistical 
returns  of  the  Churches  and  Sabbath-schools,  as  provided  for  by 
the  Discipline,  and  to  send  the  Journal  of  the  Conference,  or  a  cer- 
tified copy  thereof,  to  the  General  Conference  for  its  examination 
and  use.  The  statistical  secretary  shall  compile  the  statistical  re- 
turns of  the  Churches  and  Sabbath-schools,  and  report  the  same  to 
tlie  pecretar_y  of  the  Conference. 

W/iereas,  Our  present  statistical  returns  are  exceedingly  confused   Statistics, 
and  imperfect ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Discipline  in  the  ans. 
to  quest.  5,  Part  II,  chap,  i,  sec.  2,  p.  52,  by  substituting  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Quest.  5.  What  is  the  business  of  the  Annual  Conference  ? 

To  inquire, 

1.  What  preachers  have  been  received  ? 
(I.)  On  trial  ? 

(2.)  Into  full  connection? 
(3.)  By  transfer? 

2.  Who  remain  on  trial  ? 

3.  Who  are  the  deacons? 

(1.)  Traveling  preachers :  First  class. 
Second  class. 

*  (2.)  Local  preachers  ordained  this  year  ? 

4.  Who  have  been  elected  and  ordained  elders  this  year? 
(1.)  Traveling  preachers. 

*  (2.)  Local  preachers. 

5.  Who  are  the  supernumerary  preachers  ? 

6.  Who  are  the  superannuated  preachers  ? 

7.  Are  all  the  preachers  blameless  in  life  and  conversation? 

8.  What  preachers  have  been  dismissed  this  year? 
(1.)  By  location. 

(2.)  By  withdrawal. 
(3.)  By  transfer. 
(4.)  By  exp\ilsion. 
(5.)   By  death. 
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M:a.y  15-         9.  What  is  the  statistical  report  this  year  ? 
Thibteenth  1.)  Of  tiie  membership. 

DAT.  (1.)  Receptions: 

On  probation. 

Inlo  full  connection. 

By  certificate. 
(2.)  "Removals : 

By  certificate. 

By  withdrawal. 

By  expulsion. 

By  death. 
(3.)   Present  numbers: 

Of  probationers. 

Of  members. 

Of  local  preachers. 
2.)  Of  baptisms. 
(1.)  Of  children. 
(2.)  Of  adults. 
3.)  Of  the  Church  property: 

Kumber  of  churches. 

Probable  value. 

Number  of  parsonages. 

Probable  value. 

Amount    raised   this    year   for  building    and   improving 
churches  and  parsonages. 

Amount  of  remaining  indebtedness. 
4.)  Of  the  Church  finances. 
(1.)  Benevolent  collections : 

For  Conference  claimants. 

For  the  Missionary  Societ}'. 

For  the  Church  E.xtension  Society. 

For  the  Tract  Cause. 

For  the  American  Bible  Society. 

For  the  Sunday-School  Union. 

For  Education. 
(2.)  For  ministerial  support. 

Claims. 

Receipts. 
(3.)  For  Church  expenses. 

10.  What  amounts  are  necessary  to  meet  the  claims  upon  the 

Conference  funds  ? 

11.  Wliat  has  been  received  on  the  foregoing  claims,  and  how 

has  it  been  applied  ? 

12.  Where  are  the  preachers  appointed  this  year  ? 

13.  Where  and  when  shall  the  next  Conference  be  held  ? 

N.  B.  The  detailed  reports  of  statistics  shall  be  kept  for  the  use 
of  the  Conference;  the  footings  by  districts  shall  be  forwarded  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York,  for  publication  in 
the  General  Minutes.  The  items  marked  with  a  star  (*)  are  for  the 
use  of  the  Annual  Conference. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  inquire  into  what  changes  are 
necessary  in  the  order  of  business  in  the  Quarterly  Conference. 


Kansas.  KANSAS. 

Marshall  on  six       "W",  K.  Marshall  presented  the  following  preamble 

months'  Pro-  ,  ,      .  ,  \  r.  i  ,      V-, 

bation.  and  resolution,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 

tee on  Revisals  : 
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Wliereos,  The  system  of  six  months'  probation  in  our  economy  ]VIay  15. 
stands  in  the  way  of  manv  persons  who  otherwise  would  unite  with  Thirteehth 
our  Church ;  and,  '  D^^. 

Whtitus,  It  is  beheved  that  a  considerable  number  of  those  who 
are  on  probation  do  not  realize  the  obligation  of  their  Church  rela- 
tion to  the  same  extent  while  probationers  as  when  full  members, 
and  hence  froui  this  and  other  causes  we  lose,  according  to  the 
statistics  of  the  Church,  more  than  half  of  our  probationers,  thus 
bringing  us  into  unfavorable  contrast  with  other  religious 
bodies :  and, 

Wktreas,  The  same  necessity  for  the  system  does  not  exist  now 
as  in  the  earlier  history  of  Methodism,  seeing  that  most  of  our 
members  now  are  drawn  from  the  Sunday-school,  where  they  have 
already  received  more  or  less  religious  training  and  culture;  and, 

WiMtas,  The  apostolic  practice  was  to  immediately  baptize  all 
persons  who  professed  faith  in  Christ,  and  at  once  receive  them 
to  tlie  full  fellowship  and  prerogatives  of  Church  communion; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  tlie  necessity  of  so  changing  the  Discipline  that  all  per- 
sons who  profess  saving  faith  in  Christ  and  have  a  cori-esponding 
religious  experience  may,  without  further  trial,  be  baptized  and  re- 
ceived into  full  membersliip,  and  that  none  need  be  continued  on 
probation  after  their  conversion  except  such  as  by  agreement  be- 
tween themselves  and  the  class-leaders  desire  such  continuance. 


KENTUCKY.  Kentpckt 

"William  H.  Black  offered  the  following  resolution,   Black  on  Pre- 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  :         ILip.^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  so  changing  the  Discipline,  Part  II, 
chap,  ii,  sec.  14,  page  64,  that  quest.  2  and  answer  shall  be,  "By 
whom  are  the  Presiding  Elders  to  be  stationed  and  changed  ? 

"  Atis.  By  the  Bishops,  but  the  Annual  Conference  shaU  determine 
the  number  of  districts." 

LOUISIANA.  LouisiAKA. 

L.  0.  Matlack  presented  the  following  resolutions,  Fraternal  Dei- 

and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  cwh***  ^^ 

of  the  Church  :  s-''^'^- 

Resolved,  1.  That  a  special  Committee  of  nine  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  on  the  propriety  of  sending  fraternal  delegates 
to  the  next  General  Conference  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Soutli. 

Resolved,  2.  That  if  the  measure  be  approved  by  them,  this  Com- 
mittee are  instructed  further  to  indicate  the  number,  and  to  nom- 
inate the  fraternal  delegates  to  be  appointed. 


MAINE.  Maink. 

Charles  Munger  offered    the   following  resolution,      ""0^1^° 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  :  WcTioy.     °^ 
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May    ir>. 

Thirteenth 
Day. 


Eesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  restoring  an  omitted  sentence  of  the  words 
of  AVesley.  in  the  "historic  introduction  of  the  Discipline  as  follows, 
namely :  Page  3,  near  the  middle,  after  tlie  figures  1737,  insert  the 
words,  "  They  saw  holiness  comes  by  faith." 


M.NNK80TA.  MINNESOTA. 

Brooks        on       David  Brooks  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
oiass'-icaders.   it  WES  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  and  they  are  hereby 
instructed  to  alter  the  Discipline,  sec.  3,  chap,  iii,  Part  I,  page 
46,  by  striking  out  the  seventh  line  from  the  top  of  said  page, 
which  reads,  '-change  improper  leaders,"  and  insert  at  the  close  of 
said  section  the  following  words.  "  The  leaders  to  be  nominated  by 
the  preaclier  in  charge  and  elected  by  the  Leaders  and  Stewards' 
meeting." 

Also,  to  strike  out  the  following  words,  "  To  appoint  all  the  lead- 
ers— to  change  them,"  found  in  the  third  line  from  the  top  of  page 
100,  sec.  17,  "chap.  ii.  Part  II,  and  insert  in  their  place  the  follow- 
ing words,  "  To  remove  improper  leaders,"  so  as  to  read,  "  To  re- 
move improper  leaders  when,"  etc. 

M.ssouRi.  MISSOURI. 


Slniinnte    on 

of  Colored 
Members. 


Nathan  Shumate  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  forming  an  Annual  Conference  for  the  col- 
ored people  of  Missouri  and  Kansas. 


Burr  on  Week- 
ly Sunday- 
School  Paper. 


NEBRASKA. 


William  A.  Burr  presented  the  following  resolutions, 
and  they  Avere  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday- 
Schools  and  Tracts : 


'  .Missionary 
Advocate." 


'Sunday- 
School  Advo- 


Whereas,  There  seems  to  be  a  general  desire  throughout  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  a  weekly  Sunday-school  paper; 
therefore. 

Resolved,  1.  That  on  and  after  January  1,  1873,  the  "Sunday- 
School  Advocate  "  be  enlarged  to  a  12mo  of  eight  pages,  that  it  be 
published  weekly,  and  that  it  contain  the  more  important  mission- 
ary news  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Resolved,  2.  That  on  and  after  January  1,  1873,  the  publication 
of  the  "  Missionary  Advocate  "  be  suspended,  and  the  funds  now 
used  in  such  publication  be  applied  on  the  publication  of  the  "  Sun- 
day-School Advocate." 

Resolved.  3.  That  sufiBcient  funds  from  the  treasury  of  the  Sun- 
day-School Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  be  appro- 
priated to  the  publication  of  the  "  Sunday-School  Advocate  "  so  as 
to  reduce  its  subscription  price  to  fift_y  cents  per  annum. 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  first  and  third  copies  of  each  month  be  so 
made  up  as  to  furnish  a  volume  complete  in  itself,  which  may  be 
furnished  to  subscribers  for  twenty-five  cents  per  annum. 
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M:ay  lo. 

OREGON.  THIRTEtNTH 

Day. 

J.  F.   Devore  presented  the  following   resolution,  Oregon. 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of   ^ca^ncmr 
the  Church  : 

Resolved,  That  the  word  "  dancing"  be  inserted  between  the  words 
"conduct"  and  " indulging,"  in  the  second  hne  under  the  head  of 
Imprudent  Conduct,  page  128  of  Disciphne,  Part  III.  The  reading 
will  then  be  thus :  "  But  in  cases  of  neglect  of  duties  of  any  kind — 
imprudent  conduct,  dancing,  indulging  sinful  tempers  or  words." 

PHILADELPHIA.  Philadelphia. 

W.  C.  Robinson  offered  the  followinor  resolution,  Eobinson  on 

1/-I  .  ?,.,  Baptismal 

wliich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals :  Uituai. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  amending  the  Baptismal  Ritual,  provid- 
ing one  section  that  shall  include  the  baptism  of  infants  and  adults. 

PITTSBURGH.  Pittsburgh. 

William  Hunter  offered  the  following  preamble  and  ?"?-^^ t>,°  s^* 
resolution,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on     raments. 
Revisals : 

Whereas,  the  question  proposed  to  Traveling  Preachers  on 
being  received  into  full  connection — '•  Do  you  constantly  attend  the 
Sacrament?  "  (Discipline,  page  85) — pertained  to  an  order  of  things 
different  from  that  which  now-exists,  being  originally  intended,  in 
part,  to  keep  the  Methodists  in  communion  with  the  Church  of 
England;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  and  report  on  the  propriety  of  striking  out  said  question, 
as  having  no  pertinency  to  the  present  condition  and  relations  of 
the  Church. 

PROVIDENCE.  Providenob. 

M.  J,  Talbot  presented  the  following  resolution,  and  Talbot  on  xem- 

1  1       /-I  •  i^  perance. 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temperance  consider  the  propri- 
ety of  providing  for  a  regular  Temperance  service  as  one  of  tlie 
fixed  and  ordinary  services  of  religious  worship  in  our  congrega- 
tions. 

SAINT    LOUIS.  Saint  Lootb. 

Matthew  Sorin  offered  the  following  resolutions,  and  Sonn  on  Power 

,       ^  •  T.       •      ,  of  t'^e    Stew- 

they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals :  ards. 

Resolved,  1.  That  tiie  Stewards  of  a  circuit  have  no  power  to  use 
the  funds  collected  to  meet  the  claims  of  the  current  year  to  dis- 
charge any  previously  existing  obligation. 

R-^d'ved.  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revis:ilsbe  directed  to  amend 
the  Discipline  on  page  79,  Part  II,  chap,  iii,  on  the  qualifications  of 
15 
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:May  15. 

Thietkenth 
Day. 


Stewards,  etc.,  so  as  to  read:  "And  in  case  any  Steward  .«hall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  serve  as  above  provided,  he  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  vacated  his  ofBce,  and  the  preacher  in  charge  shall  appoint 
another  in  his  place  for  the  balance  of  the  year." 


SOUTHERN   ILLINOIS. 
John  Van  Cleve  presented  the  following  paper,  and 


BoDTHBKK  Il- 
linois. 
Van  Cleve  on 

bers.  °    ^™    it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals 


Hnghev  on 
Who"  shaU  at- 
tend the  An- 
nual Confer- 
ences? 


Your  memorialist  would  respectfull}-  represent,  that  the  present 
section  on  the  trial  of  an  accused  member,  Part  III,  chap,  i,  sec.  5, 
is  unconstitutionaL  in  that  it  does  away  the  "privilege  of  our  mem- 
bers of  trial  before  the  society,"  and  provides  that  they  shall  be 
tried  "  before  a  committee  of  not  less  than  live." 

Your  memorialist  would  suggest  that  the  section  be  so  amended 
as  to  conform  to  the  Constitution,  namely, 

Quest.  \.  How  shall  an  accused  member  be  brought  to  trial? 

Ans.  Before  the  society  or  class  of  which  he  is  a  member,  or  a 
committee  of  not  less  than  three,  who  shall  not  be  members  of  the 
Quarterly  Conference. 

George  W.  Hughey  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  Avas  also  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  quest.  1  and  the  answer  thereto, 
sec.  2,  page  51,  of  the  Discipline,  which  reads: 

"  Quest.  1.  Who  shall  attend  the  Annual  Conferences  ? 

"-d«5.  All  the  traveling  preachers,  both  those  who  are  in  full 
connection,  and  those  who  are  on  trial,"  so  as  to  read: 

Qutst.  1.  Who  shall  compose  the  Annual  Conference? 

Ans.  AH  the  traveling  preachers  who  are  in  full  connection, 
and  one  layman  from  each  pastoral  charge,  who  shall  be  elected  by 
a  majority  or  plurality  vote  of  all  the  members  in  full  connection  in 
the  Church  in  the  bounds  of  the  charge,  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
and  who  shall  be  present  and  voting:  Frovidtd,  that  no  person  shall 
be  so  elected  who  has  not  been  four  years  in  full  coimeetion  in  the 
Church  previously  to  the  time  of  said  election. 


Tjwnbsskk.  TENNESSEE. 

Bradenonsup-       John   Braden   presented   the   following   resolution, 

port    of    Su-  ,  .  -.  1        ^  •  T   • 

perannuated    which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  itinerancy  : 

Preachers. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  practicability  and  expediency  of  making  the  proceeds 
of  the  Chartered  Fund,  tlie  profits  of  the  Book  Concern,  the  col- 
lection for  Conference  claimants,  (or  superannuated  preachers.)  and 
such  bequests  as  may  be  made  for  the  purpose,  a  general  fund  for 
the  support  of  the  superannuated  and  worn-out  preachers  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  and  to  consider 

1.  AVhether  the  Book  Agents,  or  others,  shall  be  Treasurers  of 
this  fund. 

2.  Whether  any  preachers  shall  be  claimants  on  this  fund  be- 
fore they  have  been  six  or  more  years,  effective,  in  the  traveling 
connection. 

3.  What  legislation  is  necessary  to  secure  a  just  distribution  of 
these  funds  among  the  claimants  in  the  different  Annual  Conferences. 
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4.  What  legislation  is  necessary  to  secure  promptness  and  care- 
fulness in  taking  these  collections,  and  in  forwarding  them  to  the 
Treasurers. 

5.  On  whose  order  this  money  shall  be  paid  to  the  claimants ;  and 
any  otlier  matters  connected  with  the  efficient  working  of  this  plan. 


Miay  15. 


Thirtkbnth 
Day. 


TEXAS.  Texas. 

W.  R,  Fayle  presented   the   followinoj   resolution,  Fayie  on  Divis- 

1  .    1  ,.1  ^       r,  ■  ^  ,      .  '        ion  of  Texas 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries :        into  two  or 

more  Confer- 
Resolved,  That  the  Texas  Conference  be  authorized  to  divide  into       ences. 
two  or  more  Conferences  at  any  subsequent  session  thereof:  Pro- 
vided, that  two  thirds  of  the  Conference  agree  to  the  measure,  and 
the  Bishop  presiding  consent  thereto. 

Erastus  Carter  offered  the  following  resolution,  Carter  on  Fe- 
which  was  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  ™*^  ^*  *' 
Woman's  Work  in  the  Church : 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Quarterly  Conferences  to 
elect  females  to  the  position  of  Stewards. 

TROY.  Tbot. 

E.  Wentworth  presented  the  following  resolution,  Wentworth  on 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  :  resentation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  sub- 
stitute the  word  '■fortj'-five"  for  '"thirty"  in  the  6th  line,  Part  II, 
chap,  i,  sec.  1,  in  the  passage  of  the  Discipline  which  reads,  "  Tlie 
General  Conference  shall  be  composed  of  one  member  for  every 
thirty  members  of  each  Annual  Conference,"  which,  amended,  will 
read  as  follows:  "The  General  Conference  shall  be  composed  of 
one  member  for  every  forty-five  members  of  each  Aimual  Con- 
ference." 

WEST   WISCONSIN.  West  Wisoom- 

SIN. 

John  E.  Stillman  offered  the  following  resolution,  stuiman  on 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Support  of     perannuaul" 

the  Bishops  :  treachers. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  nine  be  appointed  by  the  Con- 
ference now  in  session,  to  consider  the  propriety  of,  and  devise 
the  means  for,  raising  a  fund  for  the  adequate  support  and  main- 
tenance of  our  worn-out  preachers,  their  widows  and  orphans. 


David  Sherman  moved  that  the  call  of  the  Confer- 
ences be  dispensed  with  hereafiei-,  and  that  all  papers 
be  hereafter  passed  to  the  Secretary  to  be  entered  on 
the  Journal. 

Thomas  Coldwell  moved  to  amend,  so  that  after 
Saturday  the  call  should  be  dispensed  with,  but  this 
motion  was  lost. 


Call  of  Confer- 
ences to  cease 
after  Friday 
of  this  week. 


Local  rreach- 
ers'  Associa- 
tion. 
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iviay  lo.         It  was  moved  to  amend,  so  that  the  call  shall  be 
Thirteenth     gugpended  after  to-morrow,  and  this  amendment  was 
accepted  by  the  author  of  the  oriLrinal  motion. 

A  motion  was  made  by  I.  S.  Bingham,  to  strike  out 
so  much  of  the  motion  as  directs  papers  to  be  sent  to 
the  Secretary.  Dr.  Curry  moved  to  lay  this  amend- 
ment on  the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost;  and  he 
then  moved  as  a  substitute  that  after  Saturday  the 
calling  of  the  roll  of  Conferences  shall  cease.  W.  M. 
Hester,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  Fri- 
day instead  of  Saturday;  after  a  motion  to  lay  this 
amendment  on  the  table  was  lost,  the  amendment  pre- 
vailed ;  the  substitute  was  accepted  and  adopted  as 
amended. 

Memorial  from  On  uiotion,  D.  CuiTy  had  leave  to  present  a  memo- 
rial from  the  National  Local  Preachers'  Association, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Church.     [For  Memorial,  see  Ax>pendix  54.] 

Change  in  Com-       On  recommendation  of  the  Genesee  delegation,  A. 

mlttee.  ,  .  . 

D.  Wilbor  was  excused  from  the  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern,  and  E.  E.  Chambers  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  stead. 

On  motion  of  L.  C.  Matlack,  so  much  of  the  Report 
No.  I  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  as  i-elates  to 
the  plan  submitted  by  the  Bishops  was  taken  from  the 
table  and  adopted  as  follows,  namely  : 

Bonndflries-  BOUNDARIES — REPORT   NO.    I. 

Report  No.  I. 

Bishops'  Plan  The  Committee  on  Boundaries  respectfully  submit  tlieir  action  on 
for  (letermin-  the  plan  of  the  Bishops  for  adjusting  Conference  boundaries,  which 
rlM.     """^  ^     ^^^  referred  to  them  for  consideration. 

Resolved,  That,  while  we  recognize  the  undesirableness  of  discus- 
sion on  matters  of  local  interest  before  the  General  Conference,  we 
do  not  see  our  way  clear  to  recommend  tlie  adoption  of  the  plan  of 
adjusting  Conference  boundaries  proposed  by  the  Bishops  in  the 
paper  referred  to  us,  nor.  with  our  present  laiowledge,  to  recom- 
mend any  plan  which  would  supersede  final  action  before  tlie  whole 
Conference. 

New  Hymn  A  memorial  from  the  Providence  Conference  on  the 
new  hymn  book,  which  had  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern,  was  reported  back  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  New  Hymn  Book. 

^'a.  '■*"'■"  E.  O.  Haven,  Chairman  of  the  Comniittee  on  Rc- 
visals,  reported  back  sundry  papers,  with  the  statement 
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that  they  belonged  more  properly  to  other  committees,  3Vlay  15. 

and  they  were,  on  his  motion,  referred  to  other  com-  "'dat."™ 
mittees. 

The  following  report  from  the  Committee  on  Ap-  Appeal  of  j.b. 
peals  was  presented  for  entry  on  the  Journal,  namely : 

REPORT  NO.    I  OF  THE   COMMITTEE   ON  APPEALS. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  has  instructed  us  to  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

J.  B.  Craig,  a  member  of  the  Central  Illinois  Conference,  was 
tried  by  said  Conference  on  charges  of  gross  immorality,  and  the 
said  J.  B.  Craig  was  expelled  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
from  which  decision  he  appealed. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Appeals,  having  inquired  into  the  case  of  the 
said  Craig,  has  voted  that  the  decision  of  the  Central  lUinois  Con- 
ference in  tlie  case  of  J.  B.  Craig  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  af- 
firmed. L.  Scott,  Pres., 

E.  A.  Manning,  Sec. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  May  14,  1872. 

W.  C.  De  Pauw,  Ch;\irraan  of  the  Committee  on  church  Exten- 
Church  Extension,  presented  Report  No.  I  of  the  No. '  i  pro- 
Committee. 

Pending  its  consideration,  B.  F.  Crary  moved  to 
strike  out  so  much  as  relates  to  securing  legal  service 
gratuitotisly. 

On  motion  of  L.  C.  Queal,  the  amendment  was  laid 
on  the  table  by  a  count  vote  of  206  to  66. 

D,  Curry  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word 
"  bishops "  and  inserting  instead  thereof  the  words 
"the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Chur(;h  Extension 
Society." 

S.  H.  Nesbit  moved  as  a  substitute  that  the  report 
be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed  ;  but,  on  motion  of  D. 
N.  Cooley,  this  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Reuben  Nelson,  the  amendment  moved 
by  Daniel  Curry  was  laid  on  the  table,  after  which  the 
report  was  adopted  as  follows  :  Adopted. 

CHURCH   EXTENSIO^r — REPORT  NO.   I. 

The  Committee  on  Church  Extension  beg  leave  to  respectfully  Legal  Advisers 
report  as  follows  :  ***•  ^l    ^^ 

That  they  have  considered  the  resolution  sent  to  them  in  respect       the°^hopB 
to  tiie  appointment  of  a  legal  adviser  in  each  State  and  Territory  in 
respecc  to  certam  legal  forms  and  facts,  and  recommend  that  the 
General  Conference  ailopt  the  following  resolution: 

Rtfulved,  That  the  Bisliops  be  and  are  hereby  required  to  appoint 
in  each  Stale  and  Territory,  and  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  one 
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May  15. 

Thikteknth 
Day. 


person  learned  iu  the  law,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  furnish  gratui- 
tously to  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  a  form  of  deed  of  convey- 
ance for  Church  lots,  parsonages,  cemeteries,  and  otlier  property, 
forms  of  mortgages  and  bequests,  and  foims  for  legal  incorporation 
of  Churches,  with  such  written  suggestions  in  relation  thereto  as 
maybe  deemed  desirable;  and  the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  to 
whom  such  forms  and  suggestions  may  be  furnished,  shall  publish 
the  same  in  such  modes  as  it  may  deem  advisMble.  And  ior  the 
purpose  of  securing  such  advice  as  may  be  necessary  in  relation  to 
the  tenure  of  Church  property,  the  Bishops  shall  from  time  to  time 
fill  any  vacancy  which  may  occur  iu  any  State  or  territory,  or  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  among  the  legal  advisers  so  appointed, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  legal  advisers  to  report  to  the 
Board  of  Church  Extension  from  time  to  time  any  changes  made 
necessary  by  changes  of  law  in  relation  to  the  tenure  of  Church 
property. 


Freedmen  :  Re- 
port No.  I  pre- 
sented. Laid 
on  the  table 
under  the 
rule. 

3tate  of  the 
Church:  Re- 
port No.  I 
presented  and 
•dopted. 


John  M.  Walden,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Freedmen,  presented  Report  No.  I,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table  imder  the  rule. 

Daniel  Curry  presented  Report  No.  I  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church,  and  it  was  read  and 
adopted  as  follows : 


THE   STATE   OF   THE   CHURCH — EEPORT  NO.   I. 


The  paper  referred  to  us  on  a  Concert  of  Prayer  in  ihe  month  of 
May,  1872,  suggested  by  Mr.  Kinnaird,  of  London,  has  received 
consideration.  While  we  highly  appreciate  its  suggestions,  and 
approve  its  design,  we  find  that  the  time  for  tlie  proposed  concert 
Week  of  Prayer,  ig  gg  near  at  hand  that  no  General  Conference  action  can  be  had  in 
time  to  direct  the  course  of  our  people  in  relation  to  it.  "VTe  do, 
however,  in  view  of  the  acknowledged  blessings  resulting  from 
such  observances  heretofore,  recommend  the  General  Conference  to 
adopt  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  annual  observance  of  the  T7eek  of 
Prayer  in  concert  with  the  Christian  people  of  other  denomiuations 
as  highly  salutary,  and  an  appropriate  recognition  of  the  unity  of 
the  Church,  and  a  suitable  expression  of  faith  in  the  efficacy  of 
prayer,  and  well  calculated  to  promote  the  spirituality,  the  activity, 
and"  prosperity  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 


Bishop  Kings- 
ley's  Monu- 
ment. 


tl,750  contrib- 
uted. 


George  W.  •Woodri;ff,  Chairman  of  the  special  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  a  monument  at  the  grave  of 
Bishop  Ivingsley,  submitted  a  re]3ort.  The  resolutions 
were  considered  seriatim,  and  the  first  and  second  res- 
olutions were  adopted.  After  the  second  resolution 
was  adopted,  and  in  pursuance  of  its  provision,  a  con- 
tribution in  cash  and  subscriptions  was  made  at  once, 
amounting  to  $1,750,  which,  with  the  sum  given  before 
for  the  same  purpose,  will  make  the  entire  amount 
raised  for  this  purpose  §2,500.  And  the  Conference 
ordered  that  in  case  the  sum  raised  be  greater  than  is 
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needed  for  the  purpose,  the  surplus  shall  be  paid  to  the     -May  15- 
widow  of  the  deceased  Bishop,  dat. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  third  resolution,  it 
was  amended  by  providing  that  Bishops  Simpson  and 
Ames  and  three  members  of  this  body  be  the  Com- 
mittee to  carry  out  the  purpose  contemplated ;  after 
which  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  report  as  a  Report  adopted, 
whole  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  a  monu- 
ment at  the  grave  of  Bishop  Kingsley  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
report, 

That  since  the  death  of  our  lamented  Bishop  in  April,  1870,  sev- 
eral of  our  ministers  have  visited  his  honored  but  unmarked  grave 
at  Beirut,  in  Syria,  and  they  all  concur  in  the  fitness  of  his  place 
of  burial,  and  in  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  substantial  monument 
to  his  memory. 

The  remains  of  our  departed  Bishop  are  buried  in  the  Prussian 
Cemetery,  just  on  the  outskirts  of  Beirut,  at  the  base  of  the  Leb- 
anon, and  on  the  great  highway  that  leads  from  the  sea  to  Damascus. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  New  York  East  Conference,  who  had 
just  returned  from  a  visit  to  Bishop  Kingsley's  grave,  asked  the 
attention  of  his  Conference  to  the  subject,  and  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  confer  witli  Mrs.  Kingsley  and  to  consider  what  was 
appropriate  to  be  done  under  tlie  circumstances.  That  Committee 
having  received  the  consent  of  the  Bishop's  family  that  his  grave 
shall  remain  in  Syria,  issued  an  invitation  to  the  Church  to  sub- 
scribe toward  the  purchase  and  erecting  of  a  solid  granite  monu- 
ment, and  about  $750  has  been  collected  for  the  purpose,  all  our 
Bisliops  and  a  number  of  our  leading  ministers  and  laymen  sub- 
scribing to  the  fund.  We  want  about  as  much  more  to  provide  the 
monument,  have  it  suitably  inscribed  and  placed,  and  we  recom- 
mend tlie  adoption  of  the  following  resoluti(<ns: 

Rtsolced,  1.  That  this  General  Conference  gratefully  recognize  the 
duty  and  privilege  of  the  denomination  to  erect  a  monument  at  the 
grave  of  Bishop  Kingsley,  in  Beirut. 

liesolced,  2.  That  a  few  minutes  be  now  set  apart  by  the  General 
Conference  for  the  purpose  of  a  public  subscription  to  secure  the 
$750  necessary  to  complete  the  design,  so  that  all  parts  of  the 
Church  may  be  represented  in  this  grateful  work. 

Rtsolvrd,  'i.  That  a  Committee  con.sisting  of  Bishops  Simpson  and 
Ames  and  of  three  members  of  this  body  be  appointed,  to  whom 
the  whole  subject  shall  be  referred,  with  authority  to  e.vecute  the 
wish  of  the  Church  in  respect  to  the  erection  of 'this  monument. 


The  Chair  announced  George  W.  Woodruff,  A.  S. 
Hunt,  and  Oliver  Hoyt  as  the  persons  who  with  the 
Bishops  should  constitute  the  Committee  ordered  in 
the  thiid  resolution. 

On  motion  of  B.  F.  Crary,  it  was  ordered  that  pre- 
vious contributions  to  this  fund  and  those  of  to-day  be 
published  in  the  Daily  Advocate. 

A.  C.  George,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee 


Committee    on 
Monument. 


Jishops. 
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Mn.y  l.^. 

Thikteenth 
Day. 

Report  laid  on 
the  table. 


on  Support  of  the  Bishops,  etc.,  submitted  a  report, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  J.  M.  Trimble,  Conference  adjourned. 

After  the  doxology  had  been  sung,  the  benediction 
was  pronounced  by  E.  P.  Phelps,  of  Virginia, 


3May  16. 

Fourteenth 

DAT. 


Committee  on 
Relations  of 
Benevolent 
Societies  to 
the  General 
Conference. 


Petitions,  Me- 
morials, and 
Appeals. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  16. 

The  Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Simpson 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
David  Brooks,  of  the  Minnesota  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read 
and  approved. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  as  the  special 
Committee 

ON  RELATIONS  OF  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETIES  TO  GEN- 
ERAL  CONFERENCE. 

William  Lawrence,      William  Deering, 
Grant  Goodrich,  Ichabod  Corwin. 

William  L.  Harris,       Alpha  J.  Kynett, 
Richard  W.  Thompson. 
The  roll  of  Conferences  was  called  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals,  which  were 
presented  and  referred  as  follows,  namely  : 

BALTIMORE. 
L.  F.  Morgan  presented  a  memorial  from  Hancock 
Circuit  on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  signed  by  John 
J.  Brosius  and  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 


Black  Rivee.  •  BLACK    RIVER. 

^AmuJements.  ^-  ^-  Bingham  presented  the  action  of  Black  River 
Conference  on  popular  amusements,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 


California. 


CALIFORNIA. 


^to'^CaiiforniL^  W-  J-  Maclay  presented  the  action  of  the  California 
Conference  on  Book  Concern  afiairs  and  book  inter- 
ests in  Californin,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Cuncern. 
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Pending  the  call,  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days  -^^ay  i«- 
was  granted  to  Philip  Kuhl  and  D.  C.  Smith,  of  the  ^'^'^^^^'^f  ^« 
South-west  German  Conference.  p-  ^uhi  and  d. 

C.  Smith  have 
leave    of   ab- 

CENTRAL  NEW  YORK.  ^'^'^■ 

Ckstraj,  J{i;w 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  a  remonstrance  against  any      yokk. 
change  in  Conference  boundaries,  signed  by  J.  Moore 
and  thiity-six  others,  of  Wall-street  Charge,  Auburn, 
and  it  Avas  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

CINCINNATI.  Clncinnati, 

J.  F.  Marlay  presented  a  memorial  from  Samuel  W.   CoUege  staHs- 
Williams  in  reference  to  the  collection  of  college  and 
school  statistics,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisals. 

DES    MOINES.  De8  Moines. 

Bennett  Mitchell  presented  a  petition  from  Smith-  Boundaries. 
land,  signed  by  James  Snyder  and  eight  others,  asking 
for  a  division  of  the  Conference,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

DETROIT.  '    Dptroit. 

L.  R.  Fisk  presented  a  petition  in  regard  to  Secret  Secret Sooietiea. 
Societies,  signed  by  George  Renwick  and  forty-four 
others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ihe 
State  of  the  Church. 

MICHIGAN.  Michigan. 

W.  H.  Perrine  presented  a  memorial  from  Mason,  stew-wds    and 

'  _  '       Trustees. 

Michigan,  signed  by  R.  Pengelly  and  others,  asking  for 
certain  changes  in  relation  to  Stewards  and  Trustees, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

NEBRASKA.  Nebraska. 

T.  B.  Lemon  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Nebraska  A  Bishop  to  re- 
Conference  on  the  election  and  residence  of  a  Bishop      souri  vaiioy. 
in   the  Missouri  Valley,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy, 

NEWARK.  New-aek. 

J.  T.  Crane  presented  the  papers  pertaining  to  the  Appeal  of  b.d. 
appeal  of  B.  D.  Palmer,  of  the  Newark  Conference, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals. 
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Woman's  For- 
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NEW   ENGLAND. 


G,  Haven  presented  the  memorial  of  the  American 
Peace  Society,  signed  by  J.  B.  Miles,  Corresponding 
Secretary,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 

William  Claflin  presented  the  Quadrennial  Report 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Theological  Semi- 
nary, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Education.    [See  Appendix  55.] 

W.  R.  Clnrk  presented  the  memorial  of  the  "Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 
[See  Appendix  61.] 


Licensing 
Women 
preach. 


NEW   YORK. 

A.  M.  Osbon  presented  the  petition  of  John  Gay- 
lord  and  the  official  members  of  Gaylordsville  on 
change  of  boimdaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

•  L.  H.  King  presented  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the 
New  York  Conference  as  refei-s  to  the  licensing  of 
women  as  Local  Preachers,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Woman's  Work  in  the  Church. 


XoRTH  Ohio. 
ISonndaries. 


'EOVIDENOE. 


Amendment  of 
the  Ivitual. 


Episcopacy  and 
Presiding  El- 
dership. 


NORTH   OHIO. 

A.  J.  Lyon  presented  remonstrances  from  the  Quai-- 
terly  Conferences  of  Republic  Circuit,  Tiffin  Station, 
and  Melmore  Circuit  on  the  subject  of  boundaries, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries. 

PROVIDENCE. 

M.  J.  Talbot  presented  a  memorial  fi-om  the  County- 
street  Church,  New  Bedford,  on  amendment  of  the 
Ritual,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

G.  Martin  presented  resolutions  of  the  West  Vir- 
ginia Conference  on  the  Episcopacy  and  Presiding 
Eldership,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Episcopacy. 
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WYOMING. 

R.  Nelson  presented  a  memorial  of  Wyoming  Con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  Temperance,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

W.  G.  Queal  presented  a  memorial  with  respect  to 
the  trial  of  Local  Prcacheis  for  heresy,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

The  roll  of  Conferences  was  called  for  the  pi*esenta- 
tion  of  resolutions  and  miscellaneous  business,  and  they 
were  introduced  and  disposed  of  as  follows,  namely : 


M:ay  le. 

FolTRTEENTn 
DAT. 

Wtoming. 

Temperance. 


Ee-solutions  and 
Miscellaneous 
Business. 


BALTIMORE.  Baltimobk. 

Henry  Slicer  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  siicer  onciaaa- 

,,  ,  ,       /-.  .  tT      •      ,  Meetings. 

was  referred  to  ttie  Committee  on  Kevisals : 

Whereas,  The  present  teaching  of  the  Discipline,  in  regard  to  the 
duty  of  attending  class-meeting,  has  given  rise  to  great  diversity  of 
opinion,  and  of  administration  relative  thereto;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  restoring  to  the  Discipline  the  old  section  on 
that  subject,  or  some  equally  explicit  declaration  of  the  duty  of  our 
members  to  attend  class. 


CENTRAL   NEW   YORK. 


Centeal  Nbw 
York. 


D.  D.  Lore  offered  the  followins:  preamble  and  res-  LoreonaFoi-m 

^   ^  .  of  Public  Wor- 

olutions,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on     ship, 
the  State  of  the  Church : 

Whereas,  Uniformity  has  been  a  marked  characteristic  of  the 
public  service  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  and, 

Whereas,  It  is  exceedingly  important  that  such  uniformity  be 
maintained  in  our  Churches,  in  view  of  the  change  of  our  ministry; 
and, 

Wliereas,  Innovations  are  increasing,  and  manuals  and  selected 
lessons  and  hymn-books,  gotten  up  and  published  by  private  indi- 
vidual, are  being  introduced  into  our  pulpits,  destroying  our  uni- 
formity of  worship,  and  marring  its  simplicity;  thereftire, 

Resolved,  1.  That  this  General  Conference  declares  it  to  be  the 
order  of  the  Church,  and  binding  upon  her  pastors,  to  conform  to 
the  directions  of  tlie  Discipline  on  this  subject,  chap  iii.  sec.  1. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Bishops  be  respectfully  requested  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  young  men  received  into  the  ministry  the  impor- 
tance of  this  subject. 

He  also  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolu-  Lore  on  Bish- 

,,.„,„  .  ops      having 

tions,  and  moved  their  reference  to  tl>e  Committee  on 
Episcopacy : 

Whereas,  The  labors  of  our  Bishops  have  been  greatly  increased 
during  the  last  two  years  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  their  col- 
leagues ;    and, 

Whereas,  Their  health  and  strength  have  been  seriously  impaired 
by  these  excessive  labors ;  therefore, 


rest 
year. 
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IVIay  1«.         Resolved,  1.  That  we  deem  it  just  and  proper  that  a  cessation 
FouRTEKjjTu     from  labor  be  granted  them,  at  their  option,  lor  one  year,  commenc- 
Day.  i„„.  ^yn\^  iiie  (-.jogg  Qf  thl.s  General  Conl'erence. 

Jiasalved,  2.  That  lierealter  our  present  Bishops  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  select  such,  and  so  much,  episcopal  work  as  shall  be  agreeable 
to  tliemsclves,  and  adapted  to  their  state  of  health. 

Resolved,  3.  That  whatever  modifications  of  the  episcopal  work 
may  be  made  by  this  General  Conference,  either  in  forming  episco- 
pal districts  or  fixing  episcopal  residences,  shall  not  apply  to  those 
Bishops  now  occupying  the  office. 

Motion toinyon       After  a  motion  by  Daniel  Curry  to  lay  the  resolu- 

tJio  table  lost.      ,  ,  ,  ,  ,,.,.,, 

tion  on  tlie  table,  and  that  it  be  printed,  was  lost,  the 
original  motion  prevailed,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy. 
Peck  on  Mean-       J.  T.  Peek  offered  the  followinnr  resolution,  and  it 

ingof'Chris-  ,.  ■,  ,       ^,  •  ?>       •      t 

tian    I'erfec-  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals  : 

tion." 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  adding  a  foot-note  to  page  85,  Part  II,  sec.  2, 
of  the  Discipline,  with  suitable  marks  of  reference  to  the  question, 
"  Arc  you  going  on  to  perfection  ?  "  which  foot-note  shall  be  Mr. 
•  Wesley's  definition  of  Christian  Perfection  in  his  own  words,  and 
approved  by  him  in  1777,  namely: 

"To  this  day  both  my  brother  and  I  maintained, 

•'  1.  That  Christian  Perfection  is  that  love  of  God  and  our  neigh- 
bor which  implies  deliverance  from  all  sin  ; 

"2.  That  this  is  received  merely  by  faith; 

"3.  That  this  is  given  instantaneously,  in  one  moment; 

"4.  That  we  are  to  expect  it,  not  at  death,  but  every  moment; 
that  now  is  tlie  accepted  time,  now  is  the  day  of  this  salvation." 
—  Wesley's  Works,  vol.  s.\,  p.  190. 

riNciNNATi.  CINCINNATI. 

Miiriey        on       John  F.  Marlay  offered  the  foUowinsc  resolution, 

number       oi  •'  07 

Seminaries      whicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

and  Colleges. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  inserting  in  the  answer  to  quest.  5,  cliap.  i, 
sec.  2,  Part  II,  page  52,  of  the  Discipline,  the  following:  "How 
many  seminaries  and  colleges  have  we  under  our  patronage  or  con- 
trol, and  what  is  their  condition?  " 


Detroit.  DETROIT. 

Menioiiai     of       ()n  motiou  of  Arthur  Edwards,  the  memorial  re- 
li^'n  Mis.sion-  ccived  this  morninaj  from  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mis- 

ary  Society  to       .  ^       .  i  i  i  •  t 

be  printed.       sionary  bociety  was  oi'dered  to  be  prmted. 
J)Ki.AWAiiK.  DELAWARE. 

Jones  on  Ma-       J.  A.  Joncs  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 

honry.  ^  ' 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church : 
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Whereas,  The  order  of  Masonry  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  has  the 
Christian  faith  incorporated  in  all  its  teachings,  abounding  in  moral 
lessons;  and, 

Wliereas,  An  incalculable  amount  of  good  has  been  effected  by 
said  order ;  therefore, 

Ktsolved,  We  respectfully  enter  our  protest  to  this  General  Con- 
ference adopting  any  resolution  condemnatory  of  so  praiseworthy 
an  order. 


fourtkenth 
Day. 


EAST   GENESEE. 

S.  Hubbard  oifered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  importance  of  changing  the  Discipline  on  page  90,  so  that 
in  answer  to  tiie  question,  "What  are  the  duties  of  a  Bishop?"  Ic 
shall  read,  "To  fix  the  appointments  of  the  preachers:  provided  he 
shall  not  allow  any  preacher  to  remain  in  the  same  station  more 
than  two  years  successively." 


East  Genesek. 


Hubbard  on  the 
Term  of  Min- 
isterial   Serv- 


David  Decker  oiFered  the  following  resolution,  and   Decker  on  the 

„  ,  1        /-I  •  ,         -r,       ,      /-I  Ai)i)ointment 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con-     of    a    Book 

Editor. 

cein  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appointing  a  General  Book  Editor 
for  tiie  Book  Room  at  New  York,  and  distinct  from  the  Plditor  of 
the  Quarterly  Review,  and  report  thereon. 


ERIE. 

R.  A.  Caruthers  oifered  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  cor- 
rect the  Scripture  quotation  attempted  in  the  first  two  lines  of  page 
154  of  the  Discipline,  so  as  to  make  the  reading  correspond  with 
the  Bible. 


Erie. 

Caruthers  on 
niakins-  the 
Koadin-  of 
tlie  Discipline 
and  Bible  to 
correspond. 


INDIANA.  ir<DiA«A. 

John  Kiger  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  Bishops  to  be 

Elected       on 
was  adopted  :  Tuesdayne.xt. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday,  May  21,  imme- 
diately after  reading  the  Journal,  be  the  election  of  Bishops. 


IOWA. 


Iowa. 


W.  F.  Cowles  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  Cowiesonomit- 

„  .  -^       •      ,  tins- Vain  K.p- 

it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  :  etitions  tnun 

the  Kitual. 
Resolved,    That    the    Committee    on    Revisals    be    requested    to 
consider  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  Discipline  as  to  leave  out 
vain  repetitions  in  the  prayers  of  the  Ritual. 
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Mfvy  lO. 

FolTr.TEKKTII 

Day. 

Waring  on  Sale 
of  ( liui-ch 
Property. 


E.  II.  Waring  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  namely : 

Whereas,  There  are  very  important  interests  involved  in  the  sale 
of  Church  property  :  and, 

Whtvfos,  It  is  held  in  some  localities  that  the  action  had  under 
ans.  4  to  quest.  1,  Part  VI.  chap,  iii,  sec.  3,  page  285  of  tlie  Disci- 
pline is  invahd,  unless  certified  to  on  oath  by  some  one  authorized 
to  make  such  certificate,  and  placed  on  record  in  the  county  in 
which  the  sale  is  to  be  made ;  therefore, 

Rtsolvtid,  That  the  said  answer,  relating  to  the  sale  of  Church 
property,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  seven  to  consider  and  re- 
port any  action  that  may  be  required  to  perfect  the  disclphnary 
enactments  governing  the  sales  of  Church  property. 


Wright  on  Ad- 
vertisements 
of  Quack 
Doctors,  etc 


the  Pending  a  motion  to  refer  this  resolution  to  a  special 
Committee,  on  motion  of  William  Lawrence,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

KANSAS, 
offered    the    following    resolution. 


J.    J.    Wright 
namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  advertisements  of  that  unprincipled  class  known 
as  "  quack  doctors  "  and  "  patent  medicine  men  "  be  hereafter  ex- 
cluded from  our  Church  papers  and  periodicals. 


Harford  on  La- 
dies' Eeposi- 
torv. 


Blnck  on  Mean- 
infr  of  "Di- 
versions," etc. 


After  a  motion  by  A.  M.  Osbon  to  lay  this  resolu- 
tion on  the  table  -was  lost,  the  resolution  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

R.  L.  Harford  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern  : 

Whereas,  "We  believe  in  the  unity  of  the  family,  and  that  the 
literature  adapted  to  the  instruction  and  elevation  of  one  sex  is 
equally  adapted  to  the  other ;  and, 

Wliereas,  The  distinctions  once  existing  in  our  educational  institu- 
tions have  largely  passed  away,  and  both  sexes  are  now  admitted 
on  equal  terms  to  most  of  our  colleges,  and  mainly  pursue  the  same 
curriculum ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  we  ask  the  Commitcee  on  the  Book  Concern  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  publishing  instead  of  the  "  Ladies'  Re- 
pository" a  first-class  monthly  magazine  without  discrimination  as 
to  sex. 

KENTUCKY. 

W.  H.  Black  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  appending  a  foot-note  to  the  General 
Rules,  explanatory  of  the  words  "  the  taking  such  diversions  as 
cannot  be  \ised  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,"  as  follows :  "  Such 
as  attending  theaters,   circuses,   dancing  parties,  billiard  saloons, 
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bowling  alleys,  either  to  take  part  in  the  exercises  or  to  witness  IVtay  1<5. 

the  performances  by  others ;   and  such  also  as  playing  cards,  dice,  Foubtf.bhtu 
purchasing  lottery  tickets,  engaging  in  raffling,  attending  or  engag-  ^^'^• 

ing  in  horse-racing,  or  other  similar  indulgences." 

MICHIGAN.  MicmGAN. 

W.  H.  Perrine  oftered  the  following  resolution,  and  ^"^^^^^^^^^ 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  and  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  and  to  report  to  this  body  upon  the  expe- 
diency of  so  modifying  the  present  plan  of  General  Conference  or- 
ganization as  to  secure  the  following  particulars : 

1.  Such  an  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage  to  all  the  adult 
members  of  our  Church  outside  of  the  Quarterly  Conferences — a 
right  Methodism  has  always  theoretically  recognized — as  shall  not 
only  do  away  with  our  merited  reproach  in  a  democratic  age,  but 
shall  make  our  preachers  "recommended"  and  our  laymen  elected 
in  reality,  what  they  have  been  only  in  name — the  representatives 
of  the  people. 

2.  Such  an  admission  of  our  laymen  "of  honest  report,  full  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  wisdom,"'  into  our  Annual  Conferences  as  shall 
not  only  secure  their  invaluable  services  in  tlie  department  of  fi- 
nance or  secularities,  for  which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  especially  fitted 
and  called  them,  but  sliall  also  give  appropriate  voice  to  the  people 
again  through  both  the  clerical  and  lay  members  of  the  Annual 
Conferences  in  the  elections  to  the  General  Conference  of  all  dele- 
gates, clerical  and  lay,  each  alike  to  be  the  representatives  of  the 
people  in  the  field  of  their  respective  responsibilities. 

3.  Such  an  organization  of  the  General  Conference  body  as  shall 
secure  noi  only  ihe  joint  ballot  of  both  orders  in  the  ekction  of  all 
General  Conference  officers  and  general  superintendents,  thus 
making  our  Bishops  also  emphatically  ';  the  messengers  of  the 
Churches  "  as  well  as  "  the  glory  of  Christ,"  but  also  to  each  order 
distinctively  the  responsibilities  enjoined  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  to 
wit,  the  organization  of  the  General  Conference  in  three  concurrent 
houses,  to  be  known  respectively  as  the  House  of  General  Su- 
perintendents, the  House  of  Presbyters,  and  the  House  of  Lay 
Representatives:  the  House  of  Presbyters  to  be  charged  with  the 
initiative  in  all  measures  relating  to  moral  discipline,  ministerial 
administration,  and  the  Ritual ;  and  the  House  of  Lay  Representa- 
tives with  the  initiative  in  all  measures  pertaining  to  finance  or 
other  secularities,  the  concurrence  of  two  houses  being  necessary 
to  complete  an  action;  and  the  House  of  the  General  Superintend- 
ents, as  the  chief  pastors  of  the  Church,  alone  having  a  negative 
upon  the  action  of  the  House  of  Lay  Representatives. 

GERMANY   AND   SWITZERLAND.  Germany    and 

Switzerland. 

L.    S.    Jacoby   offered  the   following   paper,   with  Ja^^J>y    ."^n 
the  request  that  it  be  read.     Pending  its  reading,  a      work  iu  the 

•  1        ,  ,       r        1  T         1        T  1        Church. 

motion  was  made  that  the  further  readmg  be  dispensed 
with,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail.  The  reading 
was  completed,  and  the  paper  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Woman's  Work  in  the  Church  : 
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JMay  lO.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  make  all  her  members  as  useful 
FouRTKEXTn  as  possible  in  her  great  work  of  love.  Therefore  our  sisters  de- 
Dat.  mand  with  full  right  that  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  men  their  situa- 

tion for  usefulness  shall  be  designated.  Providence  as  well  as  the 
word  of  God  has  done  it,  and  the  Churches  of  the  first  ages  fol- 
lowed their  advice.  The  hearts  of  women  so  full  of  sympnthy,  their 
strong  power  of  will,  their  natural  power  to  bear  pain,  their  agility, 
their  tenderness,  their  fine  and  delicate  hands,  and  man}-  other  good 
qualities  and  virtues,  make  them  especially  able  to  nurse  tlie  sick. 
Eome  knows  well  what  great  influence  women  can  exercise  as 
nurses  of  the  sick,  and  has  filled  our  free  and  happy  country  witli 
its  Sisters  of  Mercy,  who  labor  for  its  cause  faithfully,  and  who  have 
persuaded  many  sick  Protestants  to  become  Romanists,  and  many 
rich  to  leave  their  money  to  the  Jesuits. 

Another  branch  of  benevolence  which  is  especially  adapted  to 
woman,  and  which  Rome  has  taken  in  its  hands,  is  the  instruction 
of  small  children,  by  which  occasion  nuns  take  pains  to  imbue  into 
the  hearts  of  the  children  the  idolatry  of  Rome. 

If  now  Rome  makes  use  of  the  work  of  woman  to  reach  its  aim — 
namely,  to  bring  this  blessed  country  under  its  subjection,  and  to  rob 
it  of  its  political  and  religious  liberty — certainly  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  tliat  Christian  women  should  take  this  great  work  into 
their  hands,  as  well  out  of  love  for  their  fellow-men  as  for  the  good 
of  their  country ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  By  this  General  Conference  that  we  recommend  to  the 
sisters  of  our  Church, 

1.  To  establish  hospitals  in  all  large  cities  of  our  country,  as 
well  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick  as  also  for  the  training  of  nurses, 
(deaconesses.) 

2.  To  found  an  institute  for  the  training  of  sisters  for  the  in- 
struction of  small  children,  and  to  form  societies  to  establish  in  all 
cities  schools  for  small  children. 


MiNSEsoTA.  MINNESOTA. 

Gossard  on  Sin-       T.  M.    Gossai'd  offered  the    following   resolutions, 

fill   Tempers,  «-,  ,^  .  t-w. 

ete.  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  and  hereby  are 
requested  to  consider  the  propriety  of  striking  out  of  the  Disci- 
pline, chap,  i,  sec.  5,  page  128,  paragraph  3,  line  two,  the  words, 
"indulging  in  sinful  tempers  or  words,  the  buying,  selling,  or 
using  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,"  and  insert  the  words 
after  •'  conduct,"  "  such  as  improper  words  or  tempers,  or  diso- 
bedience to  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  Church;"  so  that  it 
shall  read,  "But  in  cases  of  neglect  of  duties  of  any  kind,  impru- 
dent conduct,  such  as  improper  words  or  tempers,  or  disobedience 
to  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  Church," 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Discipline,  sec.  10,  page  84,  be  amended  by 
striking  out  all  that  relates  to  missionaries. 

XERP.A8KA.  NEBRASKA, 

Mnxfieid  on  the       J,  B.  Maxfield  offered  the  followinor  resolution,  and 

Kdiicitional       .  . 

Society.  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education  : 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  shall  elect  a  Board  of 
Managers  and  Corresponding  Secretary  for  the  Educational  Society, 
wlio  together  shall  exercise   supervision  over  all  mstilutions  of 
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learning,  claiming  tlie  support  of  the  Church,  by  whom  all  degrees  M!ivy  1«J. 

shall  he  issued  or  indorsed,  all  courses  of  study  be  approved,  and  Focrteknth 
who  shall  form  a  board  of  advisement  concerning  the  founding  and  ^^^■• 

endowment  of  all  new  institutions. 

T.  B.  Lemon  oflered  the  following  pi'eamble   and  ^|?J°°/"  ^j^';]' 
resolutions,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee     vocate. 
on  Mi.ssions : 

Whtrtas,  Our  missionary  work,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  lias 
become  so  extensive,  and  new  fields  are  annually  opening  before 
us,  requiring  enlarged  liberality  by  our  people  and  increased  appro- 
priations to  meet  the  necessary  expense  of  entering  and  cultivating 
such  fields ;   and, 

Wlicrtas.  We  believe  our  people  will  make  their  offerings  equal 
to  such  wants,  should  they  be  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  impor- 
tance of  the  held  and  work;  and, 

Whereiis,  Our  Missionary  Advocate  is  too  small  and  makes  its 
appearance  too  seldom  to  do  effectually  its  intended  work; 
therefore, 

Btsolved,  1.  That  we  recommend  the  Committee  on  Missions  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  enlarging  the  Missionary  Advocate 
as  to  make  it  equal  to  the  great  demand  upon  it. 

Hesolved,  2.  That  it  be  issued  weekly  or  semi-monthly  uistead  of 
monthly  as  heretofore. 

Resolved,  3.  That  there  be  an  editor  elected  for  this  specific  work. 

NEW  ENGLAND.  New  England. 

L.  R.  Thayer  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  '^^j J^[jji  "^  * 
it   was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con-     a^'ne. 
cern  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  and  hereby 
are  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision 
for  the  publication  of  a  monthly  missionary  magazine,  to  contain  as 
late  and  as  full  missionary  intelligence  as  practicable  from  all 
sources,  together  with  essays  and  other  articles  embracing  the 
current  thoughts  of  the  Church  in  this  great  department  of  Chris- 
tian work. 

W.  F.  Warren  offered  the  following  preamble  and  Warren       on 

-       ,  c  1  1         /"i  •  Ei)iscoi)al  Su- 

resolution,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee      pervision   of 

T-,    .  our     Foreign 

on  iLpiSCOpacy  :  Missions. 

Whereas,  It  is  understood  that  our  venerable  and  honored  Mis- 
sionary Secretary  declines  a  re-election  to  his  important  post ;  and, 

Wliereas,  No  successor  would  wish  to  enter  upon  his  duties 
without  first  visiting  our  missions  in  person,  and  acquainting  him- 
self with  the  missionaries;  and, 

Whereas,  Under  existing  arrangements  such  a  journey  would 
not  lessen  the  amount  of  episcopal  travel  necessary  to  the  regular 
supervision  of  the  foreign  fields,  and  would  for  a  year  deprive  the 
missionary  interests  at  home  of  the  presence  and  attention  of  their 
chief  official  guardian ;  and, 

Wliereas,  The  Bishops  of  the  Church,  in  the  regular  discharge  of 
(heir  duties,  naturally  acquire  a  more  perfect  acquaintance   with 
our  missionary  candidates,   mission   fields,  and  missionaries   than 
any  non-episcopal  ofiBcer  can  well  attain;  and, 
16 
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ACay  lO.  Whereas,  The  change  about  to  be  suggested  is  understood  to 

FoTmTKENTB     harmonizc  with  the  judgment  and  desire  of  many  of  our  foreign 
^^t-  missionaries ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  hereby  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  tlie  expediency  of  as- 
signing tlie  duties  heretofore  devolving  upon  the  Missionary  Secre- 
tary with  respect  to  Foreign  Missions  to  one  of  the  Bishops,  for 
the  four  years  next  ensuing. 


New       Hamp- 
sniBE. 


NEW   HAMPSHIRE. 


Dinsmore    on       C.  M.  Dinsmore  presented  the  following:  resolution. 


the  New 


Hymn  Book,    and  it  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Xew  Hymn  Book : 

Tiie  undersigned  respectfully  remonstrates  against  the  revisal  of 
our  standard  collection  of  hvmns. 


Krft-  Jersey.  NEW   JERSEY. 

Dobbins      on       J.  B.  Dobbins  presented  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  adding  to  the  forty-si.xth  resolution  of  the  Appen- 
di.x,  page  337,  tlie  following  clause,  namely:  '^Provided,  however, 
that  this  resolution  shaU  not  be  construed  to  apply  to  persons 
guilty  of  immoral  conduct." 

Nevada.  NEVADA. 

M'GrathonDi-       T.  H.  M'Grath  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 

vision  of  Cali-    ,  ,>  -i  i       /->  ■  -i?  i      • 

fornia    Con-  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  : 


ference. 


Resolved,  That  in  the  event  of  a  division  of  the  California  Confer- 
ence in  the  next  four  years,  the  Bishop  who  may  preside  at  the 
California  Conference  when  such  division  is  made  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  unite  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  California  and 
the  Nevada  Conference  into  one  Conference. 


New  Toek.  NEW    YORK. 

Goss  on  Quar-       William   Goss   presented   the  following  resolution, 

terly  Confer-  r  T  i        /-<  •  ?.       •      i 

enee  action,    and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  respectfully  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  definitely  determining  what 
Quarterly  Conference  action  is  legitimate  and  orderly  under  the 
question,  "  Are  there  any  complaints  ?  " 

Foss  on  Tern-       C.  D.  Foss  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it 

perance.  ^  i  i        .-,  .  ,,y 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  lemperance  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temperance  be  requested  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  our  recognizing  and  approving  the 
work  of  the  National  Temperance  Societj-  and  Publication  House; 
'of  our  recommending  its  pubhcatious  to  our  Sunday-schoob'  and 
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our  people  generally,  aud  askin<r  collections  and  contributions  for      IVIay  1«. 
its  treasury  wherever  practicable.  Fourteknth 

Day. 

NORTH-WEST   GERMAN.  N.W.Geeman. 

C.  A.  Loeber  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  Loeber  on  Ger- 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern :       zine. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  authorize  the  "Western 
Book  Agents  to  publish  a  German  monthly  family  magazine. 

OREGON.  Oeegoit. 

J.  F,  Devore  offered  the  followinor  resolution,  and  ^t7°j;^.       °° 

'^  '  Building 

it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re\dsals  :  churches 

Resolved,  That  our  Discipline  be  amended  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  "  unavoidable,"  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  line  in  the  first 
answer  to  the  first  question,  to  wit,  "Is  any  thing  advisable  in 
regard  to  building  churches?"  sec.  1,  chap,  iii,  Part  VI,  page  278. 
I  propose  to  strike  out  all  beginning  with  the  word  "  otherwise,"  from 
that  to  the  word  "too,"  making  a  httle  more  than  five  lines. 


PROVIDENCE.  Peovtoekob. 

M.  J.  Talbot  presented  the  following  resolution,  and  Taibot        on 

-  ,  ,       ^  .  -r?      -      1  Preachers  on 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals :  Trial 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  consider  the  propriety 
of  amending  the  Discipline,  page  84,  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  sec.  10,  by 
inserting  at  the  end  of  the  second  paragraph,  after  the  words 
"Bishop  or  Presiding  Elder,"  the  following  words:  "But  while  he 
is  on  trial  the  Annual  Conference  alone  has  jurisdiction  over  the 
question  of  his  authority  to  preach." 

SOUTH    CAROLINA.  So"^     Oabo- 

LINA. 

A.   Webster    presented    the    following    resolution,  Webster      on 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  :  of  Color." 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap  ii,  sec. 
13,  page  90,  by  striking  out  after  the  words  "our  cities,"  "and  to 
our  people  of  color."  The  sentence  so  amended  will  read,  "Mis- 
sionaries to  neglected  portions  of  our  cities,  aud  on  foreign  sta- 
tions." 

TENNESSEE.  Tennbssek. 

John  Braden  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  To-morrow  to 

^  '  be     observed 

It  was  adopted  :  as  a  Day  of 

Fasting     and 
Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  important  action  contemplated  on      Pi^yor- 
Tuesday  next,  we  appoint  to-morrow  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer 
for  tlie  Divine  blessing  and  guidance  in  the  election  of  our  General 
Superintendents. 
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IVIay  lO. 

Fourteenth 
Day. 

,  T«OT. 

Bardick  on  Re- 
sponsibility 
of  Church 
Members 
holding:  Cer- 
tificates of 
Membership. 


TROY. 
C.  F.  Burdick  presented  the  following  preamble  and 

resolution,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisals  : 

Whe^-eas,  There  is  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  wliere  a  Church 
member  should  be  responsible  while  holding  his  certidcato  of  mem- 
bership; therefore, 

Resolved,  That  every  member  shall  be  held  responsible  to  the 
Church  from  which  he  takes  his  letter  until  he  presents  it  else- 
where; and  that  if  said  letter  be  not  presented  to  some  Church 
within  one  year  from  its  date  it  shall  be  regarded  as  a  breach  of 
our  rules  and  treated  accordingly. 


Eaton  on  Com-       Homer  Eaton  presented  the  followinor  preamble  and 

mittee        for  ,      .  ,  •   ,  ■,  n  -,  •,       ^ 

Trial,  etc.        resolution,  which  were  also  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisals  : 

Whereas,  The  Bishops  seem  not  to  agree  as  to  whether  an  An- 
nual Conference  can  finally  adjourn  and  leave  a  court  appointed  to 
investigate  charges  against  any  of  its  members  to  complete  its 
work  and  make  its  findings;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  insert 
in  the  Book  of  Discipline  a  clause  which  shall  determine  future  ac- 
tion in  the  premises. 

Upper  Iowa.  UPPER   IOWA. 

Hiram  Price  offered  the  folloAving  resolution,  and  it 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed 
to  publish  in  the  Daily  Advocate  to-morrow  (Friday)  morning 
the  amount  of  money  received  by  them  from  each  Conference  on 
account  of  expenses  of  delegates  to  this  General  Conference. 


Agents  to  Pub- 
Uah  List  of 
Moneys  re- 
ceived. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 


West        Vie- 
amiA. 

Martin  on  Ee-       Alexander  Martin  offered  the  following  resolution, 

vised    Trans-  j   •,  i        .     i 

lation  of  the  and  it  was  adopted : 

Bible. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  American  Bible  Society  be 
instructed,  if  possible,  to  ascertain  and  report, 

1.  Whether  any  special  attempt  at  an  amended  translation  or  re- 
vision of  our  commonly-received  version  of  the  Bible,  and  with  a 
view  of  being  substituted  for  said  common  version,  be  now  in 
progress ;  and,  if  so,  by  what  authority,  and  under  whose  auspices. 

2.  To  report,  further,  whether  our  own  branch  of  the  Church, 
either  through  the  Bishops  or  otherwise,  has  been  invited  to  co- 
operate with  any  other  branch  or  branches  of  the  Church  in  such 
enterprise,  and  be  duly  represented  in  said  work  of  translation  or 
revision. 


^eie-       B,  Ji   Bonner  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 


Certain 
gates 

I'^rT^  b    ^'^^  ^^^  following  delegates,  to  enable  them  to  attend 
•ence.  to   somc  Committee  business,  namely:    John  Owen, 
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James  C.  M'Intosh,  W.  H.  Olin,  John  Evans,  J.  B.     ^^y  10. 
Quigg,  and  W.  H.  H.  Beadle.  Fou^i^entb 


WEST   WISCONSIN. 

On  motion  of  John  E.  Stillman,  the  third  rule  for 
the  Committee  on  Appeals,  dividing  the  Committee 
into  two  sections  for  the  trial  of  cases,  was  repealed, 
and  the  Committee  is  authorized  and  directed  to  act 
hereafter  as  a  unit;  provided  always  that  a  quorum  of 
the  Committee  shall  not  be  less  tlian  fifteen  members. 


West  Wibcor- 
8IN. 


Eules  ( 
peals 
fled. 


aoA- 


WILMINGTON. 


Local    Preach- 
ers. 


Wesley  Kennev  oflered  the  following  resolutions,  Kenneyon  Scp- 

,,  ;  i^i./-i  -T^.,  arate  Voting. 

and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  second  paragraph  ofans.  3,  page  334  of  the 
Appendix  to  the  Discipline  be  so  altered  as  to  read,  "The  minis- 
terial and  lay  delegates  shall  sit  and  deliberate  together  as  one 
body;  but  on  all  questions  proposing  constitutional  or  organic 
changes  in  our  economy  they  shall  vote  separately,  and  it  shall  re- 
quire a  concurrent  majority  of  two  thirds  of  both  orders  to  effect 
such  constitutional  or  organic  change;  and  on  all  other  questions 
they  shall  vote  separately  when  it  is  demanded  by  one  third  of 
either  order;  and  in  such  cases  a  concurrent  majority  of  both 
orders  shall  be  necessary  for  the  final  determination  of  the 
qsestion." 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  amending  the  present 
provision  of  the  Discipline  designating  tlie  Quarterly  Conference  to 
which  a  located  or  discontinued  preacher  shall  be  amenable,  by 
adding  after  the  close  of  tiie  secoud  answer  to  the  question,  "  What 
directions  shall  be  given  concerning  local  preachers?"  in  sec.  19, 
chap,  ii,  the  following,  namely:  "Until  he  shall  duly  conuect  him- 
self with  a  Quarterly  Conference  elsewhere." 

R.  A.  Caruthers  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the   Caruthers'smo- 
day  to  take  from  the  table  the  series  of  resolutions  re-      up      certain 
lating  to  the  Episcopacy,  offered  by  him  and  others  on      '^^^^  Qtiona- 
Monday  las^t,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

On  motion,  the  order  of  the  day,  namely,  the  recep-  Free  church  of 
tion  of  the  deputation  from  the  Free  Church  of  Italy,  ^' 

was  taken  up. 

A.  S.  Hunt,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Re- 
ception of  Fraternal  Delegates,  introduced  to  the 
Bishop,  and  the  Bishop  to  the  Conference,  the  Rev. 
J.  B.  Thompson  an<l  the  Rev.  Father  Alessandro 
Gavazzi,  both  of  whom  addressed  the  Conference  in 
relation  to  evangelistic  movements  in  Italy. 
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»Iay  lO. 

fourteentu 
Day. 

T.    J.    Murray, 
D.D.,      Dele- 

Site  from  the 
ethodist 
Protestant 
Church. 


Religious  Serv- 
tces  to-mor- 
row. 


Pulpit  Supplies. 


Change  in  Com- 
mittee. 


Letter  from 
Bishop  Jones, 
of  the  African 
M.  E.  Zion 
Church. 


The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Reception 
of  Fraternal  Delegates  also  introduced  to  the  Confer- 
ence the  Rev.  John  J.  Mm-ray,  D.D.,  a  Delegate  from 
the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church.  After  the  reading  of  his  credentials,  and  of 
the  action  of  the  General  Conference  whose  messenger 
he  is,  on  the  subject  of  the  union  of  the  various  Meth- 
odist Churches  in  this  country.  Dr.  Murray  addressed 
the  Conference. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  address,  a  letter  from  the 
Hon.  George  Vickers,  a  member  of  the  same  deputa- 
tion, but  who  because  of  pressing  public  duties  was 
unable  to  be  present,  was  read  to  the  Conference. 
[For  Address,  see  Appendix  32.] 

On  motion  of  John  Braden,  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements Avas  requested  to  provide  for  a  suitable 
religious  service  in  this  hall  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  was  also  request- 
ed to  receive  applications  made  by  pastors  of  other 
Churches  for  ministerial  aid  from  members  of  the 
General  Confei-ence,  and,  so  far  as  practicable,  procure 
supplies  for  their  pulpits.  There  being  no  German  on 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  on  motion,  C.  F. 
Grimm  was  added  to  the  Committee. 

On  motion  of  J.  M.  Reid,  the  Address  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
and  other  papers  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Church  Union. 

On  motion,  the  time  of  the  session  was  extended. 

At  the  request  of  the  East  Genesee  Delegation 
David  Decker  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  and  C.  W.  Ben- 
nett was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

A  communication  from  Bishop  Singleton  T.  Jones 
and  others,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Church  Union.     [For  Letter,  see  Appendix  33.] 

At  the  request  of  the  Maine  Delegation,  William 
Deering  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee 
on  Missions,  and  S.  F.  Wetherbee  was  appointed  in 
his  stead. 

W.  F.  Cowles  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
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Special  Committee  on  the  Support  of  the  Bishops,  etc.     ^^**y  *♦*• 

...  ,  .  1  -1  •  /■    ^1  ■  ^       Fourteenth 

A  substitute,  making  the  consideration  oi  this  report  day. 

the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  morning,  imme-  Support  of  the 

diately  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal,  was  accepted  '*  **^*' 
and  adopted. 

Jesse  T.  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itin-  Papers     re-re- 

'  .  .  .  ferreU. 

erancy,  re|)orted  back  certain  papers  relating  to  min- 
isterial support,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  special 
Committee  on  that  subject. 

On  motion.  Report  No.  I  from  the  Committee  on  General     Mu- 

'  ^  111/.  sionaryCom- 

Missions  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  the  first  sec-      mittee. 
tion,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  the  General 
Missionary  Committee,  was  read  and  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows, namely : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  recommend  the  following  amendment 
to  Article  XI  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  namely: 

Art.  XI. —  General  Missionary  Committee. 

The  General  Conference  shall  divide  the  Annual  Conferences  into 
twelve  Mission  District!?,  from  each  of  which  there  shall  be  one 
representative,  to  he  appointed  for  the  term  of  four  years  by  the 
General  Conference  at  each  of  its  sessions,  on  the  nomination  of  the 
delegates  of  the  Annual  Conferences  within  the  Mission  Districts 
respectively,  and  twelve  representatives,  to  be  appointed  annually 
by  the  Board  of  Managers  from  its  own  members,  who,  with  the 
Secretaries  and  Treasurers  of  the  Society  and  the  Board  of  Bishops, 
sliall  constitute  a  committee,  to  be  called  the  General  Missionary 
Committee:  provided,  that  ihe  Bishops  sliall  fill  any  vacancy  tiiat 
may  occur  among  the  members  appointed  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence, so  that  each  Mission  District  may  be  fully  represented  at  each 
annual  meeting. 

Tlie  General  Missionary  Committee  shall  meet  annually  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  at  such  time  in  the  month  of  November  as 
shall  be  determined  by  the  Secretaries  and  Treasurers,  of  which 
due  notice  shall  be  given  to  each  member,  and  the  Bishops  shall 
preside  over  the  deliberations. 

Said  General  Missionary  Committee  shall  determine  what  fields' 
shall  be  occupied  as  foreign  missions,  the  number  of  persons  to  be 
emplo.yed  on  said  missions,  and  the  amount  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port of  each  mission;  and  it  shall  also  determine  the  amount  for 
which  each  Bisliop  may  draw  for  the  domestic  missions  of  the  Con- 
ferences over  which  lie  shall  preside,  and  tlie  Bishop  shall  not  draw 
on  the  treasurers  fur  more  than  said  amount.  Nevertheless,  in  the 
intervals  between  the  meetings  of  the  General  Missionary  Commit- 
tee, tl>e  Board  of  Managers  may  provide  for  any  unlbreseen  emer- 
gency that  may  arise  in  any  of  our  missions,  and  to  meet  such 
demiinds  may  expend  any  additional  amount  not  exceeding  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

The  General  Missionary  Committee  shall  be  amenable  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conlerence,  to  which  it  shall  make  a  full  report  of  its  doings. 

Any  e.Ypeiises  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties  shall  be 
paid  from  the  treasury  of  the  Society. 
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Tlie  section  providing  for  Mission  Districts  being 
under  consideration,  on  motion  of  Luke  Hitclicock, 


:Mny  lO. 

FOURTEKNTll 

Day. 

Kemaininp por-  the  following  rcsolution  was  adopted,  namely: 

Uon    referred  ^  i         i  J 

S)t^inft^"''  ^e50?rerf,  Tliat  the  part  of  the  Report  Xo.  I,  relating  to  the  organ- 
ization of  districts,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  ten,  composed  of 
the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  following  Standing  Committees: 
on  Episcopacy,  Missions,  Book  Concern,  Ciiurch  Extension,  and 
Freedmen,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  a  uniform  system  of  General 
Conference  or  Church  Districts. 


Change  in  Com- 
mittee. 


Italian  Mission. 


Bellgious  Serv- 
ices   to-mor- 


At  the  request  of  the  North-west  Indiana  delegation, 
John  Brownfield  was  excused  from  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern,  and  N.  L.  Brakeman  was 
appointed  in  his  stead. 

On  motion  of  J.  M.  Buckley,  all  the  correspondence 
in  the  office  of  the  Missionary  Secretaries,  or  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bishops,  relating  to  tlie  Italian  Mission, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

A.  S.  Hunt  reported  that  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments had  designated  the  hour  from  eleven  to  twelve 
o'clock  to-morrow  for  special  religious  services,  and 
that  the  services  would  be  held  under  the  supervision 
of  George  Peck,  of  the  Wyoming  Conference. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned.  After  the  dox- 
ology  had  been  sung,  the  benediction  was  pronounced 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Sutherland,  of  Canada. 


Miay  ir. 

Fifteenth 
Day. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  17. 


The  Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Ames  in 
the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  J.  B. 
Wakeley,  of  the  New  York  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read 
and  approve^. 

W.  F.  Cowles  moved  to  take  up  the  special  order 
of  the  day,  namely,  the  Report  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  the  Support  of  the  Bishops,  and  to  'meet 
other  expenses. 

At  the  request  of  the  Wilmington  delegation,  W.  H. 
wuinington.  Thompson  was  granted  leave  of  absence,  and  Thomas 
Mallalic'U  took  his  place  in  the  Conference  and  on  the 
Committees. 


BunpDrt  of  the 
Bishops. 


Ohanpes        in 
Committees. 
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At  the  request  of  the  Georgia  delegation,  John  C.  ^"^^F  ^'^• 
Kimball  took  the  place  of  C.  A.  Ellington  in  the  Con-  '  d1^™ 
fei-euce  and  on  the  Committees.  Georgia. 

At  the  request  of  the  Michigan  delegation,  Charles  Michigan. 
R.  Brown,  a  lay  delegate,  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in 
this  body,  and  was  placed  on  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
erancy instead  of  G.  B.  Jocelyn. 

Daniel  M.  Bates,  of  the  Wilmington  Conference,  at  ^'J,^^a^g*^„J,^'*'" 
his  own  request,  was  granted  leave   of  absence  until 
Tuesday  next. 

A.  S.  Lakin,  of  Alabama,  was  placed  on  the  Com-  Alabama. 
mittee  on  Education. 

W.  F.  Cowles's  motion  to  take  up  the  order  of  the   ^"^P^""^  f  *® 
day  was  then  adopted, 

A.  C.  George  moved  the  adoption  of  the  first  section 
of  the  Report,  that  is,  that  part  relating  to  the  support 
of  the  Bishops. 

Pending  the  discussion  of  this  motion,  W,  F.  Cowles   Previous  que*- 

,      ,  .  .  ,  .    ,  ^         -,  .,        tion  ordered. 

moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  ordered,  and 
the  motion  to  adopt  the  portion  of  the  report  under 
consideration  prevailed. 

A.  C.  George  moved  the  adoption  of  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  report,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  A.  C.  George,  the  resolutions  in  the 
report  were  adopted. 

And  then  the  report  as  a  whole  was  adopted,  as  Eeport adopted, 
follows,  namely : 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  devise  some  plan  for  the 
support  of  the  Bisliops,  and  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  General 
Conference  and  other  expenses,  without  intrenching  on  the  funds 
con.^ecrated  to  other  purposes,  respectfully  report  as  follows : 

"We  recommend  that  the  following  constitute  sections  first  and 
second  of  chap,  i,  Part  VI,  of  the  Book  of  Discipline. 


Quest.  Wh.nt  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  support  of  the 
Bishops,  and  the  widows  and  cliildren  of  deceased  Bishops? 

An-s.  1.  The  General  Conference  shall  determine  whicli  of  the 
Bishops  are  effective,  and  wliich  are  non-effective. 

Am.  2.  It  sliall  be  the  duty  of  the  Book  Committee  to  make  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  necessary  to  furnish  a  competent  support  to 
each  effective  Bishop,  considering  the  number  and  condition  of  his 
family  ;  and  the  amount,  if  any,  necessary  to  tlie  comfortable  main- 
tenance of  the  non-efifective  Bisliops ;  and  also  the  amoiuit  necessary 
to  as^ist  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  Bishops;  and  the 
Bishops  are  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern 
for  said  amount,  and  also  for  their  traveling  expenses. 
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M:ay  ir.  Tlie  Bishop  presiding  at  an  Annual  Conference  witliin  wliose 
FuTBEMTH  bounds  a  widow  or  orphan  of  a  deceased  Bishop  may  reside  shall 
Day.  be  authorized  to  draw  on  tiio  Agents  of  tlie  Book  Couoern  lor  such 

amount  as  may  be  estimated  as  aforesaid. 

Aris.  3.  Tlie  Book  Committee  shall  divide  the  aggregate  sum  re- 
quired to  be  niised  for  these  purposes  among  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences, according  to  tlieir  several  ability ;  and  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences shall  apporliiin  the  same  to  tlie  several  districts;  and  the 
District  Stewards  to  tlie  several  cliarges. 

And  it  siiall  be  the  duty  of  the  Presiding  Elders  to  see  that  the 
amounts  assessed  on- the  different  appointments  are  raised  and  for- 
warded to  the  Agents  of  the  Bool<  Concern. 

Ans.  4.  The  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  shall  charge  the  sums 
paid  to  tlie  Bishops,  and  to  tlie  widows  and  children  of  deceased 
Bishops,  to  "The  Episcopal  Fund,"  and  all  collections  received  from 
the  different  charges  for  the  support  of  the  Bishops  shall  be  cred- 
ited tu  said  fund.  And  the  Agents  sliall  report  annually  to  the 
Annual  Conferences  the  amounts  received  from  the  several  Annual 
Conferences  on  account  of  said  fund,  and  also  the  expenditures 
made ;  and  shall  make  a  full  and  detailed  exhibit  of  sucii  receipts 
and  expenditures  lor  the  term  of  four  years  in  their  quadrennial 
report  to  the  General  Conference ;  and  if  tlicre  shall  bo  a  deficiency 
and  a  balance  due  tlie  Book  Concern,  the  General  Conference  shall 
provide  for  its  payment. 

SECTION   n. — THE   PERMANENT   FUND. 

There  sliall  be  a  fund  known  as  "The  Permanent  Fund,"  to  be 
held  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Methodist,  Episcopal  Church,  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  shall  be  intact  forever,  and  which  shall  be  invested 
by  said  Trustees  in  first-class  securities,  and  at  as  favorable  rates 
as  can  be  legallj'^  secured. 

It  shall  be  tlie  duty  of  all  our  ministers  to  obtain,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, contributions  to  said  fund,  by  donatious,  bequests,  and 
otherwise. 

Tlie  interest  accumulating  from  said  fiuid  shall  be  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  General  Conference  for  the  following  purposes : 

1.  To  pay  the  expenses  of  the  General  Conference. 

2.  To  pay  the  expenses  of  the  delegations  appointed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conlerence  to  corresponding  bodies. 

3.  To  make  up  any  deficiencies  in  the  salaries  of  the  Bishops. 

4.  To  relieve  the  necessities  of  the  superannuated  and  worn-out 
preachers,  and  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have  died 
in  the  work. 

The  Committee  also  recommend  that  answer  1  in  sec.  4,  chap,  lii, 
Part  VI,  be  amended  by  the  addition  of  the  following  words : 

"  Provided,  that  any  sums  thus  donated  or  bequeathed,  but  not 
especially  designated  for  any  benevolent  object,  shaU  be  appropri- 
ated to  'The  Permanent  Fund  ; '  " 

So  that  the  whole  paragraph  will  read  : 

"There  shall  be  located  at  Cinciunaii  an  incorporated  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  composed  of  twelve 
members,  six  ministers  and  six  laymen,  appointed  by  the  General 
Conference,  of  whom  three  of  each  class  shall  hold  oflice  four 
years,  and  three  of  each  class  eight  years;  ah  vacancies  to  be  tilled 
quadrennially  by  the  General  Conference.  The  duty  of  this  Board 
shall  be  to  hold  in  trust  for,  the  benefit  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  any  and  all  donations,  bequests,  grants,  and  I'unds  in 
trust,  etc.,  that  may  be  given  or  conveyed  to  said  Board,  or  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  such,  for  any  benevolent  object,  and 
to  administer  the  said  funds  and  the  proceeds  of  the  same,  in  ac- 
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cordance  with  the  directions  of  the  ddnors.  and  of  the  interests  of  IVTay  vy. 
the  Ciuirch  contemplated  by  said  donors,  under  the  direction  of  Fifteenth 
the  General  Conference :   Provided,  that  any  sums  thus  donated  or  ^^'• 

bequeiilhed,  but  not  specifically  designated  for  any  benevolent  ob- 
ject, shall  be  appropriated  to  'The  Permanent  Fund.'" 

Also,  that  in  Part  II,  chap,  i,  sec.  3,  the  second  answer  to  the 
fifth  question  be  so  amended  tliat  the  fourth  item  in  answer  to 
the  question;  "  What  amounts  have  been  apportioned  to  be  raised 
by  this  charjre  this  3'ear?"  shall  be,  "For  the  support  of  the 
Bishops;"  and  that  under  the  head  of  "Apphed,"  the  third  item 
shall  be  "On  the  Bishops'  claim." 

Also  in  Part  VI,  chap,  i,  sec.  2,  tliere  shall  be  added  to  the  first 
answer  to  quest.  1,  after  the  words,  "  and  to  apportion  the 
same,  including  house-rent  and  traveling  expenses,"  the  words, 
"  and  also  the  claim  of  the  Bishops  assessed  to  the  district  by  the 
Annual  Conference  ;  "  so  that  tiie  whole  paragraph  will  read,  ■'  To 
make  an  estimate  of  the  amount  necessary  to  furnish  a  comfortable 
support  to  the  Presiding  Klder,  and  to  apportion  the  same,  includ- 
ing house-rent  and  traveling  expenses,  and  also  the  claim  of  the 
Bishops  assessed  to  the  district  by  the  Annual  Conlerence,  among 
the  different  circuits  and  stations  in  the  district,  according  to  their 
several  ability." 

The  Committee  also  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions: 

Besolvtd,  1.  That  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  at  New  York  Expens^  of 
and  Cincinnati  be  a  Committee  to  estimate,  as  near  as  may  be,  the      conferenoa. 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  next  General  Confer- 
ence, and  the  expenses  of  delegates  appoinied  by  this  General  Con- 
ference to  corresponding  bodies,  and  report  tlie  same  to  the  Board 
of  Bishops  by  the  time  of  their  meeting  in  the  feU  of  1874. 

lie^olved,  2.  That  the  Bishops  be  authorized  to  apportion  the  said 
amount  among  the  sevei'al  Conferences  according  to  their  best 
judgment  of  their  ability  to  meet  the  same,  and  notify  tlie  said 
Conferences  of  the  sura  apportioned  to  them,  at  their  sessions 
in  1875. 

Resolved,  3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Conferences  to 
make  arrangements  for  raising  the  amount  so  apportioned,  and  any 
Conference  failing  to  do  so  shall  forfeit  all  claim  for  the  expenses 
of  its  delegation. 

On  motion  of  J.  M.  Walden,  T.  W.  Coldwell  was  Change  of  Com- 

mittee. 

placed  on  the  Committee  on  Centennial  of  American 
Independence. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  J.  W.  Lewis,  of  Mis-  J-  ^-    i-«^? 

„,T      .  has   leave  of 

soun,  owing  to  family  affliction.  absence. 

At  the  request  of  the  delegation,  leave  of  absence  Horace   Muzzy 

«         ,  •     1  /-    1  •  T  Tx  I'as    lea»e  of 

tor  the  remainder  oi  the  session  was  granted  to  Horace     absence. 
Muzzy,  of  East  Maine. 

Oji  motion  of  J.  M.  Walden,  a  special  Committee  of  ^°Nomi"ate  ^ 
five  was  ordered,  to  nominate  Trustees  of  the  Meth-     Trusteea,  etc 
odist   Episcopal    Church,  to   fill  vacancies  occurring 
in  the  Board  at  this  time. 

At  the  hour  of  eleven  o'clock  the  order  of  the  day, 
namely,  Religious  Services,  was  taken  up,  and  they 


J'lrTEFjrrH 
Day. 
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May  ir.    were  continued,  under  the  direction  of  George  Peck, 
till  the  time  for  adjournment. 

At  the  close  the  doxology  was  sung,  after  which 
the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  George  Peck,  of 
Wyoming. 


May  18.  SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  18. 

Sixteenth 

^'^^'  Conference  met  this  morning.  Bishop  Simpson  in 

the  chair. 

The  usual    religious    services   were    conducted    by 
Nathan  Shumate,  of  the  Missouri  Conference. 

The  .Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read 
and  approved. 
E.  H.  Eogers       On  motion,  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days  was 
absence!*'  °    granted  to  E.  H.  Rogers,  of  Nebraska. 

The  following  named  Special  Committees  were  an- 
nounced, namely : 

Committee     to    TO   NOMINATE   TRUSTEES   OF  THE    METHODIST   EPIS- 
Nominate 
Trustees,  etc.  COPAL   CHURCH. 

J.  M.  Trimble,  J.  M.  Phillips, 

D.  Stevenson,  L.  J.  Critchfield, 

J.  F.  Chalfant. 


Committee    on       ON  MORE   LIBERAL   SUPPORT   OF  THE   MINISTRY. 
Support      of 

u.e  Ministry.  Samuel  Steele,  WUliam  J.  Groo, 

W.  A.  Wardwell,  Horace  Benton, 

R.  A.  W.  Briiehl. 


Committee  on  ON   SEAMEN'S   CAUSE. 

Seamen's 

^''"''^-  .  R.  S.  Stubbs,  C.  F.  Grimm, 

H.  W.  Worthen,  A.  L.  Brice, 

A.  E.  Ballard. 

Committee    on    ON    JOHN-STREET    METHODIST    EPISCOPAL    CHURCH, 
John-street  ' 

Church.  NEW   YORK. 

T.  G.  Osborn,  S.  Meredith, 

J.  B.  Cornell,  W.  G.  Queal, 

John  A,  Gere. 
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At  the  request  of  the  Maine  delegation,  Charles 
Hunger  was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  session. 

W,  L.  Harris  moved  that  all  proposed  changes  of 
the  Discipline,  after  being  adopted  by  this  Conference, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  for  incor- 
poration in  the  Discipline,  and  the  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

The  roll  of  Standing  and  Special  Committees  was 
called,  and  Reports  were  presented  as  follows  : 


IMay  18. 

Sixteenth 
Day. 

Charles  Hunger 
has  leave  of 
absence. 

Disciplinary 
Changes  to  be 
referred  to  the 
Committee  on 

,  Eevisals. 


Eepi 


orts  of 
Committeea. 


EPISCOPACY. 

J.  M.  Trimble  presented  Reports  Nos.  II,  III,  and  IV  ^P^^l^p^^^^ii-og 
of  this  Committee,  and  moved  their  adoption,  which      ij,  hi,  and 

'  ^  IV  adopted. 

motion  prevailed,  and  they  were  adopted  as  follows  : 

REPORT  NO.  II. 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  respectfully  present  the  following 
report  to  the  General  Conference: 

After  considering  the  paper  referred  to  the  Committee,  appealing 
from  the  decision  of  the  Bishop  who  presided  at  the  last  session  of 
the  North  Indiana  Conference,  touching  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Quar- 
terly Conference  over  a,  preacher  on  trial,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  ruling  of  Bishop  Scott  in  the    Kulingof  Bisli- 
case  before  us,  which  is  to  the  effect  that  the  only  jurisdiction       ^.  ^°**  ^'"' 
whicli  a  Quarterly  Conference  has  over  a  preacher  on  trial  for  mem- 
bership in  an  Annual  Conference  is  to  try  him  when  accused  of 
crime. 

«.  REPORT  NO.  III. 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  respectfully  report  to  the  General  Transfers. 
Conference,  that  having  considered  the  resolution  referred  to  them 
suggesting  regulations  in  regard  to  transfers,  it  is  their  judgment 
that  this  whole  subject  is  absolutely  under  the  control  of  the  Bish- 
ops, to  whom  pertains  the  right  not  only  to  transfer  pastors,  but  to 
determine  all  the  details  in  connection  therewitli. 


REPORT  NO.  IV. 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  respectfully  report  to  the  General  Colored  Blsh- 
Conference,  concerning  tiie  election  of  colored  Bishops,  that  they  "P*- 
are  deeply  impressed  with  the  Christian  spirit  manifested  by  those 
memorializing  the  General  Conference  on  this  subject.  The  rapid 
progress  our  bretliren  of  color  are  making  in  all  that  elevates  man- 
kind is  most  commendable,  and  we  have  no  doubt  there  is  a  future 
of  great  promise  before  them.  Your  Committee  would  further 
report,  that,  in  tlieir  judgment,  there  is  nothing  in  race,  color,  or 
former  condition  tiiat  is  a  bar  to  an  election  to  the  Episcopacy,  the 
true  course  being  for  us  to  elect  only  such  persons  as  are,  by  their 
pre-eminent  piety,  endowments,  culture,  general  fitness,  and  accept- 
ability, best  quaiihed  to  fill  the  office. 
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Aiay  18.         J,  M,  Trimble  also  presented  Report  No.  V  of  same 
Sixteenth      Coniiuittee,  recommending  the  election  of  eight  Bishops. 

H.  Sheer  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  six  instead 
of  eight. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 
table. 

On  this  motion  Henry  Sheer  called  for  the  ayes  and 
noes,  which  call  was  sustained,  and  the  vote  was  as 
follows,  namely : 
Ajea  Ayes — Adams,    Abernethy,    Albright    of  Philadel- 

phia, Bachman,  Beadle,  Black,  Bonner,  Bowman  of 
Upper  Iowa,  Bracken,  Braden,  Bradley,  Brooks  (C), 
Brooks  (D.),  Brown  of  Michigan,  Brown  of  Washing- 
ton, Bruehl,  Branson,  Brush,  Caruihers,  Claflin,  Clark 
of  New  England,  Cobleigh,  Coldwell,  Cooley,  Cordozo, 
Cornell,  Coxe,  Crary,  Curtis,  Davisson,  Day,  Dear- 
boi-n,  Decker,  Deering,  Devore,  Dinsmore,  Edwards, 
Endsley,  Evans  of  Colorado,  Evans  of  Iowa,  Faber, 
Fairchild,  Fanning,  Fayle,  Foss,  Foster,  Fowler,  French, 
Fuller,  Fullerton,  Garrett,  George,  Gere,  Gibson,  Gill- 
am,  Golliday,  Goodrich,  Gossard,  Graham,  Hackedorn, 
Hamlin,  Haiford,  Harris  of  Washington,  Harroun, 
Haven  of  Detroit,  Haven  of  New  England,  Hight,  Hill 
of  Mississippi,  Hitchcock,  Hodgson,  Hogoboom,  Hop- 
kins, Hoyt  of  New  York  East,  Hoyt  of  North  Ohio, 
Huifman,  Hughey,  Jacoby,  Jaques,  Jewell,  Johnson, 
Joy,  Keeler,  Kiger,  Kimball,  Klippell,*Knotts,  Koen- 
eke,  Kynett,  Lakin,  Lemon  of  Nebraska,  Leslie,  Lewis 
of  Minnesota,  Lewis  of  Missouri,  Lindsay,  Loeber, 
Lore,  M'Ann,  M'Donald,  Maclay,  Mallalieu  of  New 
England,  Mann,  Mansell,  Marshall,  Marvin,  Matton, 
Maxtield,  Middleton,  Miley,  Mitchell  of  Des  Moines, 
More  of  Rock  River,  Moses,  Mudge,  Nast,  Nelson, 
Nesbit,  Nutt,  Olmstead,  Osborn,  Peck  of  Wyoming, 
Pershing,  Phelps  of  Central  New  York,  Phelps  of  Vir- 
ginia, Phillips  of  Cincinnati,  Pitman,  Plaisted,  Potter, 
Prettynian,  Queal  of  Wyoming,  Quigg,  Ramsay,  Reid 
of  Michigan,  Rich  of  Minnesota,  Roberts,  Robinson  of 
Washington,  Root,  Rust,  Shaw,  Sheets,  Sherman, 
Shinkle,  Shoveler,  Shumate,  Skinner,  Slavens,  Sorin, 
Steele  of  West  Virginia,  Stevenson,  Stratton,  Stubbs, 
Swearengin,  Talbot,  Taylor  of  Holston,  Thayer,  Thomas 
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of  Illinois,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Vincent,  Walclen,     ^ay  1». 
Warren,  Webb,  Webster,  Wells  of  Mississippi,  Went-         da.t'. 
worth,  Whodon,  Wilbor,  Wiley,    Wood   of  Illinois, 
Woodruff,  Wright  of  Kansas,  Wythe,  Young — 170. 

JVbes— Akers,  Albright  of  Pittsburgh,  Allen  of  N***- 
Maine,  AUyn  of  Southern  Illinois,  Anderson,  Andrews, 
Baker,  Baldwin  of  Illinois,  Bannister,  Barnes,  Beale, 
Bennett  of  East  Genesee,  Benton,  Berkley,  Berry, 
Binghanx,  Birch,  Bowman  of  North  Indiana,  Brakeman, 
Brown  of  Genesee,  Brownfield,  Bryan,  Buck,  Burdick, 
Burr  of  Newark,  Carlton,  Carter,  Chaffee,  Chambers, 
Clarke  of  Erie,  Clements,  Coggshall,  Cooper,  Corwin, 
Crane,  Crawford,  Critchtield,  Gumming,  Curry,  Dash- 
iell,  Davis,  Deale,  De  Pauw,  Dickhaut,  Dobbins  (J.  B.), 
Dunn,  Eaton,  Ebbert,  Eddy,  Eldred,  Elliott,  Elmore, 
English,  Ferguson,  Fish,  Fisk,  Funk,  Gee,  Godfrey, 
Goode,  Goss,  Graw,  Grimm,  Groo,  Hammer,  Harlow, 
Harmount,  Harrington  of  New  Hampshire,  Harring- 
ton of  Rock  River,  Harris  of  Central  Ohio,  Hester  of 
Indiana,  Hester  of  South-eastern  Indiana,  Hibbard, 
Hill  of  Erie,  Hill  of  Wilmington,  Holloway,  Holmes, 
Horner,  Hubbard  of  East  Genesee,  limit.  Hunter  of 
Central  Illinois,  Hunter  of  Pittsburgh,  Huntington, 
Hurlburt,  Ives  of  Central  New  York,  Jervis,  Jewett, 
Jones  of  Delaware,  Jones  of  Wisconsin,  Keller  of 
North-west  German,  Kenney,  King,  Klein,  Kopp, 
Lanahan,  Lane,  Latimer,  Lawrence,  Lemon  of  North 
Indiana,  Logan  of  Central  Illinois,  Logan  of  West 
Virginia,  Lyon  of  North  Ohio,  M'Allister,  M'Cauley, 
M'(^Aillough,  M'Elfresh,  M'Grath,  M'Murray,  M'WiU- 
iams,  Malcom,  Mallalieu  of  Wilmington,  Manning, 
Marlay,  Martin  (A.),  Martin  (G.),  Mead  of  Erie,  Mead 
of  Troy,  Merrill,  Miller  of  Wisconsin,  Mitchell  of  Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania,  Muir,  Munsell,  Muzzy,  Olds,  Osbon, 
Palmer,  Patton,  Pease,  Peck  of  Central  New  York, 
Peck  of  Washington,  Pierce  of  Southern  Illinois, 
Phillips  of  North  Indiana,  Pillsbury,  Porter,  Prentice, 
Price,  Prince,  Queal  of  Central  New  York,  Quinn, 
Raymond,  Reed  of  North-west  Indiana,  Reynolds  of 
Wisconsin,  Rice,  Ritchie,  Robinson  of  Philadelphia, 
Rothweiler,  Rutledge,  Sapp,  Saxe,  Schlagenhauf,  See, 
Sigler,  Simmons,  Slicer,  Smart,  Stillman,  Stoker,  Strong, 
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May  \».  Tansey,  Taylor  of  Lexington,  Thomr\s  of  Philadelphia, 
Sn^K^H  Tj^^jjjpgon  of  Indiana,  Thompson  (T.  J.)  of  Wilming- 
ton, Tincher,  Tousey,  Trimble,  Upham,  Van  Cleve, 
Waite,  Wakeley,  Wardwell  of  East  Maine,  Waring, 
Washburn,  Weakley,  Wells  of  Troy,  West,  Wetherbee, 
White,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Central  Ohio,  Wilson  of 
Troy,  Witherspoon,  Wood  of  South-eastern  Indiana, 
Woodward,  Wright  of  Central  New  York — 185. 
Absent  or  not       Absent  Or  not  votinq — Ashcom,  Baldwin  of  Balti- 

Toting. 

more,  Ballard,  Bates,  Bennett  of  Wyoming,  Bishop, 
Blaisdell,  Bresee,  Brice,  Brown  of  New  York,  Buck- 
ley, Bundy,  Burr  of  Nebraska,  Callahan,  Campbell 
Chalfant,  Childs,  Comstock,  Cowles,  Dillingham,  Dob- 
bins (S.  A.),  Durbin,  Ela,  Gavitt,  Gilman,  Harlan, 
Hill  of  New  Jersey,  Hosford,  Hnbbard  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, Ives  of  Black  River,  Jocelyn,  Keller  of  East 
German,  Kuhl,  Landry,  M'Calmont,  MTntosh,  Mat- 
lack,  Meredith,  Miller  of  Eiie,  Moore  of  California, 
Morgan,  Munger,  Nicols,  Olin,  Owen,  Peirce  of  North 
Ohio,  Perrine,  Phillips  of  Ohio,  Pike,  Pond,  Rich  of 
Michigan,  Rogers,  Rountree,  Snnford,  Smith  of  Li- 
beria, Smith  of  Oregon,  Smith  of  South-west  German, 
Schiirmeier,  Steele  of  Wisconsin,  Tasker,  Tourgee, 
Wardwell  of  Providence,  Warner,  Watson,  Whitney, 
Worthen— 66. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  amendment  of  Henry  Slicer 
on  the  table  was  lost,  170  voting  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion, and  185  against  it. 
Bhinkie's  Anios  Shinkle  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 

inserting  seven  instead  of  six,  but  this  motion  was  laid 
on  the  table  by  a  count  vote  of  189  to  154, 

F.  A.  Hester  moved  the  previous  question,  but  the 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  vote  on  H.  Slicer's  motion,  to  substitute  six  in- 
stead of  eight,  as  recommended  by  the  Committee, 
was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  Report  was  then  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

REPORT  NO.    V. 

Eight    Bishops       The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  respectfully  report: 
to  be  elected.       -p],.^j.  j^  ^y^^^-^^  judgment  eight  Bishops  should  be  elected  at  this 
session  of  tlie  General  Conference. 

Tliey  ulso  report  the  following  resolution: 


ices. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  are  herebj-  requested  to  arrange  their  M:n.y  18. 
episcopal  labors  so  that  the  senior  members  of  the  Board,  who,  Sixteexth 
notwithstanding  their  diminished  numbers,  have  so  faithful!}-  sup-  Dat. 

plied  the  Church  with  episcopal  supervision,  may  have  the  rest  and  Senior  Bishops 
relief  which  their  impaired  health  and  strength  so  imperatively  *''  ^^'^^  '^*'^- 
demand. 

Bv  a  risins:  vote  the  Conference  expressed  its  srrati-  Bishop    .lanes 

itresent. 

fication  that  Bishop  Janes  was  again  able  to  be  pres- 
ent in  the  Conference. 

On  motion  of  T.  M,  Eddy,  the  order  of  the  day.  Memorial  Serv- 
namely,  Memorial  Services  for  our  Deceased  Bishops, 
was  then  taken  up. 

F.  G.  Hibbard  having  been  designated  to  preside  at 
these  services,  came  on  the  platform  and  took  the 
chair. 

J.  M.  Reid  announced  the  two  hundred  and  twenty 
second  hymn,  commencing  at  the  stanza, 

0  happy,  happy  place. 

Where  saints  and  angels  meet! 
There  we  shall  see  each  other's  face, 

And  all  our  brethren  greet ; 

and  after  the  singing  he  led  in  prayer.  The  Chairman 
said:  It  seems  to  me  proper  to  say  that  the  present  hour 
is  devoted  to  memorial  services  in  behalf  of  the  lamented 
Bishops  of  our  Church  who  have  died  during  the  last 
four  years.  The  order  of  the  service  will  be,  first,  a 
general  presentation  or  brief  notice  of  the  characters 
who  have  gone ;  and,  secondly,  a  further  representa- 
tion of  the  deceased  Bishops  individually  by  brethren 
who  have  been  appointed  to  that  service.  The  next 
service  in  order  will,  tlierefore,  be  a  general  notice  of 
the  lives  and  characters  of  the  deceased  Bishops  by 
the  Rev.  Bishop  Simpson, 

Bishop  Simpson  said  :  Mr.  Chairman  and  Brethi 
of  the  General  Conference — In  behalf  of  my  colleagues 
I  would  say  that  we  did  not  understand  that  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  at  this  time  desired  any  paper  from 
us  in  the  foi*m  of  a  memoir.  As  memoirs  have  already 
been  published  in  the  General  Minutes  for  all  but  one 
of  our  deceased  colleagues,  we  have  thought  that  a 
simple  sketch  of  tliem  would  be  all  that  was  desired 
from  us,  and  all  that  the  time  allotted  would  permit. 
17 
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JMny  18.         He  then  reiad  the   following  sketches  of  deceased 

Osmon   C.  Ba-  OSMOX   C.    BAKER 

ker. 

"Was  born  in  Marlow,  N.  H.,  July  30,  1812.  He  entered  the  Wil- 
braham  Academy,  then  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Fisk.  at  the  age  of 
eighteen.  Subsequently  he  pursued  his  collegiate  course  in  the 
Wesleyan  University  until  1834.  He  then  accepted  a  position  as 
teacher,  and  afterward  as  principal,  in  the  Newbury  Seminary,  and 
became  a  member  of  the  New  Hampshire  Conference.  Three  years 
he  was  a  pastor,  one  year  a  Presiding  Elder.  Deeply  interested 
in  theological  education,  he  also  held  a  professorship  in  the  Biblical 
Institute  at  Concord.  N.  H. 

In  1852  he  was  elected  Bishop,  and  was  faithful  in  all  his  duties. 
In  1866  he  started  on  a  tour  to  the  Pacific  coast.  He  held  the 
Colorado  Conference,  and  while  traveling  in  the  mountains  he  was 
stricken  with  partial  paralysis  of  the  throat  and  tongue.  He  was 
compelled  to  return  home,  and  though  he  was  unable  to  perform  much 
-  .  episcopal  labor,  he  attended  a  few  Conferences,  and  continued  to 

take  a  deep  interest  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  Church.  His  health 
and  strength  gradually  declined :  his  paralytic  affection  became 
more  serious  and  confirmed,  making  it  difficult  for  him  to  speak 
distinctly,  and  on  December  20,  1871,  he  calmly  and  peacefully 
passed  from  earth  to  heaven. 

Bishop  Baker  was  a  man  of  deep  and  consistent  piety,  of  un- 
usually quiet  and  modest  deportment,  a  clear  thinker,  a  successful 
teaclier,  an  accurate  writer,  a  sound  theologian,  a  good  preacher, 
and  as  a  Bishop  careful  and  systematic  in  all  his  work.  For  his 
Bweet  and  gentle  spirit  and  his  amiable  manners,  as  well  as  for  his 
learning  and  talent,  he  was  beloved  by  a  large  circle  of  friends,  and 
enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  Church.' 

Davis  W.Clark.  DAVIS   W.    CLAKK 

"Was  born  in  the  Island  of  Mount  Deseret,  off  the  coast  of  Maine,  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1812.  He  was  converted  in  early  boyhood,  and  became 
a  devoted  follower  of  Christ.  In  1 836  he  graduated  from  the  "Wes- 
leyan Uuiversit^^  Shortly  after  that  he  was  appointed  professor 
in  the  Amenia  Seminar}-,  and  afterward  was  elected  as  principal. 
In  1843  he  joined  the  New  York  Conference,  and  after  having 
filled  five  appointments  was  elected  as  editor  of  the  "  Ladies'  Re- 
pository" in  December,  1852.  He  was  twice  re-elected  to  that 
position,  and  in  1864  was  chosen  Bishop.  In  his  episcopal  work 
he  was  dihgent  and  unwearied.  It  fell  to  his  lot  to  organize  sev- 
eral of  the  Southern  Conferences,  and  in  this  department  lie  felt  a 
deep  and  abiding  interest.  In  the  spring  of  1870  his  health  began 
to  fail,  and  the  death  of  Bishops  Thomson  and  Kingsley  greatly  de- 
pressed him.  His  friends  advised  rest,  but  he  was  unwilling  to 
yield,  and  during  the  autumn  of  1870  he  attended  all  his  Confer- 
ences. In  the  winter  following  he  suffered  much,  and  was  con- 
stantly declining.  In  the  spring,  contrary  to  the  advice  both  of  his 
friends  and  colleagues,  he  resumed  his  labors,  attending  the  Lex- 
ington, Kentucky,  and  West  Virginia  Conferences,  and  transacting 
the  business  of  the  C(mference  with  his  usual  accuracy.  Finding 
his  strength  failing,  he  was  assisted  by  one  of  his  colleagues  at  the 
Pittsburgh  and  New  England  Conferences.  He  earnestly  desired 
to  meet  his  brethren  of  the  New  York  Conference  once  more,  and 
with  mucli  weariness  succeeded  in  reaching  Peekskill.  He  opened 
the  session  with  the  Lord's  Supper,  presided  a  few  minutes,  and, 
calling  Bishop  Simpson  to  the  chair,  retired  to  his  room.     He  was 
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conveyed  to  his  bed,  and  for  a  time  not  expected  to  live,  but  his 
strength  rallying,  he  reached  his  home  in  Cincinnati,  vphere,  in  the 
midst  of  his  "family,  he  breathed  his  last  on  the  twenty-third  of  May, 
1871. 

Bishop  Clark  was  a  man  of  decided  views  and  great  firmness  of 
purpose.  As  a  preacher  he  was  able  and  successful.  His  ser- 
mons were  carefully  prepared,  and  full  of  instruction.  As  a 
Avriter  he  was  clear,  forcible,  and  exact ;  as  a  Bishop  he  was 
careful  in  arranging  the  details  of  official  duties,  prompt  in  his 
decisions,  and  commanding  as  a  presiding  officer.  His  religious 
experience  was  clear  and  triumphant.  As  he  approached  the  close 
of  life  his  expressions  were  both  consoling  and  encouraging  to  his 
family.  He  rejoiced  in  Christian  song,  and  the  music  of  hymns 
soothed  his  pain  and  restlessness.  When  reduced  very  low  he 
said,  "  What  a  strange  outcome  of  life  this  seems  to  me !  and  yet 
no  stranger  than  it  may  be  to  all  of  you.  God  sees  not  as  man 
sees."  Then  he  repeated  many  times,  "The  Lord  is  my  refuge  and 
strength,  and  my  present  help  in  time  of  trouble.     Amen,  amen." 

For  some  time  before  his  death  he  was  .unconscious.  He  passed 
quietly  away,  and  sleeps  in  Jesus. 
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EDWARD    THOMSON 

Was  born  in  Portsea,  England,  October  12,  1810.  When  he  was 
eight  years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to  America  and  settled,  in 
1820,  in  Wooster,  Ohio.  Favored  with  early  educational  advan- 
tages, which  he  carefully  improved,  he  graduated  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen. He  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  between  two  and 
three  years.  He  was  converted  in  December,  1831.  and  in  Sep- 
tember, 1832,  was  admitted  on  trial  in  the  Ohio  Conference.  Six 
years  he  spent  in  the  active  pastorate,  five  years  at  the  head  of 
Norwaik  Seminary;  two  years  as  editor  of  the  "Ladies'  Reposi- 
tory ;"  fourteen  years  as  President  of  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University, 
and  four  years  as  editor  of  the  "  Christian  Advocate."  In  1864  he 
was  elected  Bishop,  and  was  thereafter  constantly  engaged  in  epis- 
copal duties.  He  was  on  his  way  from  the  West  Virginia  Confer- 
ence to  the  Pittsburgh  Conference  when,  seized  with  pneumonia  in 
the  city  of  Wheeling,  he  was  called,  before  any  member  of  his  fam- 
ily could  reach  him,  from  labor  to  reward,  March  22,  1870. 

Bishop  Thomson  was  a  man  of  decided  convictions  and  of  deep 
piety ;  tender  and  gentle  as  a  woman,  but  firm  and  unwavering  as 
a  hero.  His  reading  was  extensive  and  varied ;  as  a  speaker  he 
was  eloquent  ;•  as  a  writer  he  had  few  equals  for  aptness  of  expres- 
sion, and  simplicity  and  beauty  of  style.  In  every  position,  as  pastor, 
teacher,  editor,  and  Bishop,  he  worked  successfully,  and  more  than 
met  the  expectations  of  the  Cliurch.  He  lived  as  he  died,  in  calm 
and  peaceful  trust  and  confidence  in  God.  Living,  he  was  honored 
and  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him ;  dying,  he  is  embalmed  in  the 
memory  and  affections  of  the  Church. 


Edward  Thom- 
son. 


CALVIN   KINGSLEY 

Was  born  in  Oneida  County,  Xew  York,  September  8,  1812.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  professed  conversion,  and  became  an  active 
Christian.  In  1841  he  graduated  at  Alleghany  College,  and  was 
immediately  elected  as  one  of  its  professors,  and  was  admitted  on 
probation  in  the  Erie  Conference.  He  remained  connected  with 
Alleghany  College  until  1856,  either  as  professor  or  agent,  but  at 
tiie  same  time  doing  much  ministerial  and  pastoral  labor.     From 


Oalvin    Kiiigs- 
ley. 
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Alay  18,     1856  to  1864  he  was  editor  of  the  "  Western  Christian  Advocate," 
SuniuiTii       and  in  1864  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Bishop.     He  went  to  China 
Day.  and  India  in  the  winter  of  1 869-' 70,  having  sailed  from  San  Fran- 

cisco, and  on  his  way  home  passed  throusih  Palestine.  His  tour 
there  being  finished,  he  was  about  to  sail  from  Beirut  to  Constan- 
tinople, to  visit  our  mission  in  Bulgaria.  His  passage  being  taken, 
he  went  up  on  tlie  house-top  to  enjoy  a  view  of  the  mountains  of 
Lebanon.  He  returned  to  his  room,  was  seized  with  an  affection 
of  the  lieart,  and  in  a  short  time  expired. 

Bishop  Kingsley  was  a  clear  and  accurate  thinker,  a  sound  theo- 
logian, a  ready  and  skillful  debater.  As  a  preacher  he  was  forcible 
and  convincing,  as  a  writer  strong  and  logical.  He  was  a  man  of 
earnestness  of  character,  deep  piety,  great  devotion  to  the  Church, 
and  of  unwearied  activity.  Of  apparently  strong  and  vigorous  con- 
stitution, the  Chiu'ch  expected  from  him  long  life  and  great  nseful- 
ness ;  but  in  a  moment,  in  a  strange  land,  the  chariot  came  down, 
and  he  ascended  from  the  summit  of  Lebanon,  on  which  he  had  just 
been  gazing. 

Baker,  Clark,  Thomson,  Kingsley — men  of  merit  and  of  might — 
men  of  God — are  no  more  with  us.  Their  widows  and  their  chil- 
dren remain  among  us.  They  should  have  our  prayers,  sympathy, 
and  care.  May  the  light  of  God's  comtenance  shine  away  the 
gloom  which  gathers  around  the  widow's  heart !  May  the  mem- 
ories of  the  virtues,  the  teachings,  and  the  labors  of  the  fathers 
inspire  the  children  to  lives  of  purity,  holiness,  and  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  God  1 

The  Cluirch  mourns  the  loss  of  her  chief  pastors ;  we,  of  our  be- 
loved and  honored  colleagues.  In  our  consultations  we  miss  their 
presence,  their  words  of  cheer,  and  their  thoughts  of  wisdom.  A 
vacant  chair  is  beside  every  one  of  us.  For  two  years  we  have 
been  walking  among  graves.  We  have  felt  the  earth  rumbling  be- 
neath our  feet,  and  have  been  ready  to  listen  for  voices  from  the 
spirit-land. 

But  we  mourn  not  as  those  that  have  no  hope.  Whether  in  the 
valley  of  the  Ohio,  among  the  hills  of  New  England,  or  on  the  coast 
of  old  Palestine,  they  sleep  in  Jesus,  and  God  shall  bring  them  with 
him.  We  shall  see  them  again.  They  are  not  with  us  in  this  Gen- 
eral Conference,  but  they  have  joined  the  Grand  Assembly,  the 
Church  of  the  first-born  above.  We  are  dwelling  in  tents ;  they 
have  reached  the  city  of  the  great  King.  We  are  pilgrims ;  they 
are  at  home.  We  know  in  part ;  they  know  as  they  are  known. 
We  see  through  a  glass  darkl}'^ ;  they,  face  to  face,  behold  the  King 
in  his  beauty.  We  labor,  they  rest.  We  are  warriors,  they  are 
crowned  conquerors.  Who  knows  but  they  may  be  with  us  this 
morning '?  Who  can  tell  whether  they  may  not  be  permitted  to- 
day, unperceived,  to  join  our  company,  and  to  rejoice  unseen  in  our 
midst? 

"  One  family,  we  dwell  in  Him, 

One  Church,  above,  beneath, 
Though  now  dividod  by  the  stream, 
The  narrow  stream  of  death. 

"One  army  of  the  living  God, 

To  hifi  command  we  bow ; 
Part  of  his  host  have  crossed  the  flood. 

And  part  are  crossing  now." 

After  the  conclusion  of  Bishop  Simpson's  remarks, 
the  Chaii-man  said  :  You  will  now  be  addressed  by 
Daniel  Curry,  who  will  speak  in  regard  to  the  charac- 
ter and  work  of  our  beloved 
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ISIay  18. 

BISHOP  THOMSON".  Sixteenth 

Day. 

Daniel  Curry  then  said :  Adrticssof Dan- 

•'  lel    Curry  on 

The  occasion  that  now  engages  our  attention  is  an  unusual  one.  Bi^hopThom- 
"We  are  here  to  hold  memorial  services  for  our  departed  brethren  of 
the  Episcopacy,  though  the  time  of  their  decease  is  now  long  past. 
We  have  not  among  us — as  often  at  funerals — the  loved  remains  of 
the  departed,  still  beautiful  in  death.  If  in  fancy  we  could  recall 
those  forms,  still  perhaps  the  remembrance  of  the  interval  passed 
over  since  they  were  with  us  might  bring  with  them  the  odors  of 
the  sepulcher,  and  the  ghastly  features  of  wasted  skeletons.  Ours, 
however,  is  not  the  errand  of  King  Saul  on  the  es-ening  preceding 
the  fatal  day  of  Gilboa.  We  seek  not  the  art  of  tlie  enchantress  to 
evoke  from  the  grave  the  souls  of  the  departed.  Our  business  is 
not  with  tombs,  and  shrouds,  and  cerements,  but  with  things  over 
which  death  has  no  power. 

We  are  told  that  it  was  a  beautiful  custom  of  the  early  Church  at 
Rome  to  celebrate  the  day  of  the  departure  of  loved  ones  with  gar- 
liinds  and  songs  and  triumphal  rejoicings,  because  the  change  that 
men  call  death  was  to  them  a  joyous  translation — the  time,  the 
natal  day  of  the  soul  for  its  life  in  heaven.  In  a  somewhat  less  re- 
ligious way,  but  still  in  a  form  that  warms  the  heart,  we  honor  the 
memories  of  our  patriotic  dead — men  who  nobly  did  and  died  for 
their  country.  Each  year,  when  spring  melts  into  summer,  we 
decorate  their  graves  with  floral  offerings,  and  renew  at  their  rest- 
ing-places our  devotions  to  the  land  we  love.  In  such  a  spirit,  but 
with  higher  impulses,  and  with  a  deeper,  because  a  holier,  inspira- 
tion, we  come  to-day  to  do  honor  to  our  fallen  fellow-laborers  in 
the  faith  and  patience  of  the  Gospel. 

Since  last  this  great  council  of  the  Church  met  in  quadrennial 
session,  four  of  our  chief  ministers,  who  then  occupied  our  platform 
or  presided  at  our  deliberations,  and  shared  in  the  interests  of  the 
occasion,  have  passed  away  from  us.  The  Church  heard  of  their 
depariure  with  chastened  sorrow,  as  in  rapid  succession  they  fol- 
lowed each  other  to  the  spirit-land.  Because  we  loved  them,  we 
mourn  in  our  bereavement.  Because  they  were  faithful  and  able 
ministers  of  the  Xew  Testament,  we  feel  and  confess  the  Church's 
loss — and  for  ourselves,  personalh-,  we  still  sorrow  most  of  all  that 
we  shall  see  their  faces  no  more.  But  the  wounds  of  our  spirits 
have  been  staunched  bj*  lime;  our  sighings  have  spent  their  force, 
and  we  willingly  accept  of  offered  consolations.  Our  departed  ones 
are  not  wnolly  gone  from  us.  They  still  live  in  the  blessedness  of 
the  redeemed  in  liglii ;  and  they  live  on,  fondly  clierished,  in  the 
fadeless  memories  of  our  hearts.  It  is  well,  tiierefore,  to  devote  a 
passing  hour  to  communion  with  their  memories. 

By  the  partiality  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  the  sadly- 
pleasing  duty  lias  been  assigned  to  me  to  speak  of  the  character  of 
one — may  I  s^y  the  chief  one  ?— of  our  departed  Bishops :  the 
learned,  the  gifted,  the  geutl«-,  the  devout  Bishop  Thomson.  The 
task  is  not  an  ea.sy  one.  Not,  indeed,  because  he  was  greater  than 
all  otiiers — for  in  mere  force  of  intellect  or  creative  genius  he  may 
have  had  many  rivals;  not  tliat  for  any  want  of  simplicity  and 
transparency  of  soul  he  could  not  be  understood — for  in  these  qual- 
ities he  especially  excelled.  But  his  character  was  eminently  sim- 
ple— his  spirit  so  subtle,  and  his  thoughts  so  sublimated  in  their 
deep  spiritimlity,  that  liis  very  excellences  forbid  the  attempt  to 
portray  them.  We  are  not  at  a  loss  to  find  out  bis  good  parts,  but 
rather  so  abundant  is  their  store  as  to  occasion  embarrassment  in 
their  selection. 
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May  18.  The  picture  of  a  real  character  is  necessarily  interwoven  with  the 

SiiTEESTH       life  history  which  both  forms  and  illustrates  it.     "We  must,  there- 
'^^'^-  fore,  refer  somewliat  to  the  biography  of  our  subject. 

A  child  of  an  old  Saxon  ancestry — a  son  of  middle-class  English 
parents — whose  blood  had  neither  been  diluted  by  luxury  nor  de- 
based by  sordid  poverty,  he  inlierited.  cliief  of  all,  a  healthy  brain 
and  an  active  and  susceptible  system  of  nerves.  He  was  thus 
placed  in  sensible  contact  with  the  exterior  world,  which,  reacting 
upon  his  well-wrought  organism,  awoke  his  spirit  to  the  liveliest 
activity.  Removed  in  childhood  to  the  seclusion  of  a  Western 
home,  his  childhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  the  most  intimate 
companionship  with  nature.  His  mother  was  his  teacher  and  the 
guide  of  his  youth;  his  cottage  home  was  his  world;  while  the 
wide  expanse  of  hills  and  valleys  seen  in  the  distance,  and  the  bend- 
ing skies  above  him,  were  the  play-grounds  of  his  fancy.  Among 
such  scenes  the  child  grew  into  youth  and  manhood,  the  nursling 
of  unsophisticated  nature — humanity  iu  its  best  and  healthiest  de- 
velopment. 

We  need  not  pause  to  speak  of  his  school-days  and  their  oppor- 
tunities. They  suflQced  for  their  purpose,  and  the  young  man  stood 
at  the  threshold  of  active  life,  prepared  to  engage  in  its  high  duties. 
There  were  capabilities  and  culture,  power  to  do  and  susceptibility 
tOi  enjoy,  but  no  high  purpose  yet  shed  its  energizing  influences 
over  his  soul.  That  he  would  succeed  in  his  chosen  profes.^ion  was 
not  doubtful;  but  be}'ond  cultivated  mediocrity  and  gratified  pro- 
fessional pride  life  offered  him  no  recompense,  and  must  have 
wholly  failed  to  awaken  and  stir  the  profounder  deptl'.s  of  his  spirit. 
The  young  physician  of  an  inland  Ohio  town,  cultivated  and  acute, 
yet  retiring  and  reticent,  without  deep  religious  convictions,  and  at 
once  thoughtful  and  destitute  of  quickened  spiritual  faith,  and  there- 
fore inclined  to  skeptical  doubts,  gave  but  little  promise  of  a  char- 
acter of  noblest  virtues  and  a  life  of  heroic  devotion. 

At  this  critical  point  in  his  life-time  occurred  the  event  that  gave 
a  new  direction  to  all  his  thoughts,  and  set  him  out  npon  a  new 
career  in  hfe.  He  was  made  a  subject  of  converting  grace !  That 
great  event  gave  him  a  new  and  enlarged  and  elevated  conscious- 
ness. His  whole  spiritual  nature  rose  to  a  higher  plane.  The 
horizon  that  bounded  his  soul's  vision  became  wider  and  brighter. 
The  aspirations  of  his  soul  rose  higher  and  became  more  powerful. 
He  was  a  new  man,  dwelling  in  a  new  world,  and  starting  forth 
upon  a  new  life.  The  Christian  character  was  gained — the  Chris- 
tian life  was  sure  to  follow. 

At  length  his  quickened  soul  finds  itself  strangely  and  strongly 
moved  to  sympathy  for  the  perishing  souls  of  men. '  The  harvest- 
tield  of  the  Gospel  arose  upon  his  spirit's  vision,  and  the  inward 
whispers  of  the  Holy  Spirit  called  him  to  enter  it.  He  thus  came 
to  recognize  himself  as  called  of  God  to  the  ministry  of  reconcilia- 
tion. With  this  came  enlarged  views  of  the  Gospel,  implying  at 
once  men's  necessities  and  God's  gracious  provisjons  for  tiieir 
wants.  A  higher  and  more  sacred  ideal  possessed  him,  and  called 
out  his  noblest  aspirations  and  most  active  efforts,  while  his  whole 
soul  came  into  closer  sympathy  with  humanity  and  with  Christ. 
Thus  endowed  with  converting  power  and  sanctifying  grace,  he 
became  the  able  and  eflective  minister  of  the  New  Testament. 

We  next  see  him.  following  tlie  call  of  Providence  and  of  the 
Church,  in  the  office  of  a  Christian  educator.  For  this  work  he  pos- 
sessed rare  qualifications.  Of  tlie  learning  acquired  from  books  and 
study,  but  little  need  be  said.  He  liad  as  much  of  it  as  was  useful 
for  his  work.  But  liis  pecuhar  adaptation  for  liis  calling  lay  in  his 
temperament  and  mental  organization,  and  especially  in  the  mag- 
netism  of  his   nature.      Brought   into   sympathetic   contact  with 
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masses  of  forming  minds  and  characters,  lie  molded  them  into  his  M.ay  IN. 
own  iraaoe  and  raised  Ihem  to  his  own  elevated  plane  of  tliouglit  Sixteenth 
and   feeling,  and  in  the   noble  exercise  of  fashioning  others  into  '^^'''^• 

forms  of  beauty  and  excellence,  his  own  nature  rose  to  a  higher 
and  fuller  development. 

The  time  came,  at  length,  when  the  Church  called  him  to  a  still 
more  advanced  position  in  her  ministry — that  of  a  Bishop.  Many 
of  those  who  most  correctly  appreciated  his  worth  doubted  the 
wisdom  of  this  arrangement.  Such  delicacy  of  taste  as  he  pos- 
sessed, such  sensitiveness,  such  scholarly  habits  of  thought  and 
pursuit,  his  love  of  quiet  and  of  solitary  musings — all  rare  excellences 
in  themselves — still  seemed  to  disqualify  him  for  the  stern  and 
practical  details  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopac3^ 

But  his  zeal  for  Christ  and  for  the  Church ;  his  deep  consciousness 
as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  called  lo  that  great  work ;  his  accept- 
ance of  the  call  of  his  brethren  to  that  special  office  and  ministry 
as  the  voice  of  God,  sufficed  to  constrain  him  to  gladly  forego  all 
else,  and  to  lay  aside  all  his  acquirements  and  mental  treasures, 
except  so  far  as  he  might  render  them  available  in  the  direct  serv- 
ices of  the  divine  Master.  He  came  to  his  work  joyfully — though, 
like  an  angel  from  the  empyrean  on  an  errana  of  mercy  to  man- 
kind, he  moved  among  his  duties  as  one  bending  down  to  them 
rather  than  raised  to  their  level.  He  sat  among  his  brethreil, 
primus  inter  pares,  and  yet,  so  closely  did  his  heart  come  to  ours, 
that  we  almost  forgot  his  primacy,  so  completely,  though  uncon- 
sciously, did  he  divest  himself  of  all  seeming  superiority.  He 
spoke  to  the  people  as  one  charged  with  a  message  of  richest  good- 
ness from  the  great  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  souls,  and  all  hearts 
melted  into  sympathy  with  his.  He  conversed  with  his  brethren 
of  the  ministry  as  a  brother  beloved,  and  by  an  unrecognized 
spiritual  magnetism  they  grew  to  be  better  men  for  the  gracious 
contact.  So  he  lived  and  served  his  brief  day  in  doing  the  work 
of  a  Bishop  in  the  Church  of  God,  and  in  its  full  career  he  ceased  at 
once  to  work  and  live.  "What  furtlier  may  we  say  of  his  character 
in  the  brief  time  allotted  to  us  ?  Hours  would  not  suffice  to  do  full 
justice  to  the  theme,  and  we  will  not  attempt  it  in  these  few  min- 
utes.    Only  a  few  salient  points  will  be  touched. 

First.  We  notice  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  his  mental  organism, 
and  yet  a  delicacy  co-existing  with  great  strength ;  exquisite 
powers  of  appreciation  and  enjoyment  were  joined  with  great  ex- 
ecutive abilities.  These,  acting  together,  raised  him  to  an  elevated 
plane  of  tiiought  and  feeling,  and  thus  made  the  advantages  of  his 
position  available  for  good. 

Second.  His  remarkable  magnetism  of  character.  He  associated 
with  persons  of  susceptible  and  congenial  minds,  not  as  the  grains 
of  sand  lie  together,  but  drawn  by  the  attractions  of  his  own  spirit 
into  sympathetic  union  with  others.  And  as  in  such  contact  the 
true,  the  beautiful,  and  the  good  are  always  the  stronger  forces,  he 
became  to  all  about  him  a  "' savor  of  life  unto  life." 

Third.  His  whole  nature  was  instinct  with  the  very  soul  of  gen- 
uine poetry.  I  know  not  that  he  ever  attempted  verse-making. 
His  poetr}"^  of  soul  was  too  deep,  too  true,  to  tind  utterance  in 
measured  cadences  and  jingling  rhymes.  To  him  all  nature  ap- 
peared, not  in  the  false  glamour  of  a  disordered  fancy,  but  rather 
in  the  rhythmical  order  of  a  universal  harmony.  To  his  interior 
senses  all  nature  was  aglow  with  the  radiance  of  essential  beauty ; 
in  his  ears  the  harmonies  of  creation  were  ever  reverberating;  and, 
rising  above  merely  material  things,  his  soul  luxuriated  in  the  un- 
created beauty  of  the  divine  glories. 

It  was  not  that  he  loved  men  and  human  society  less  that  his 
soul  deliglited  in  solitude,  but  that  he  found  within  himself  the 
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Mny  IN.      richest  and  fullest  fountains  of  sacred  thought  and  refiued  and  holy 
SixTKKKTii       joy.     Musing  and  absent-minded  lie  seemed  to  us,  because  he  was 
J^AV.  communing  the  while  with  higher  companionsiiip. 

We  must  close.  We  deliglit  to  talk  of  a  character  so  pure,  so 
lofty,  so  good.  Wo  think  of  him  not  as  lost  and  gone  from  us 
forever — but  as  still  and  forever  our  own.  While  memory  retains 
its  choicest  treasures,  and  holds  tliera  with  a  firmer  grasp  as  pass- 
ing years  enhance  their  worth,  the  name  and  the  character  of  our 
deceased  Bishop  shall  be  a  tahsman  and  a  diadem  with  us  who 
"  knew  him  but  to  love  him."  He  is  with  us  no  longer  in  the  out- 
ward form,  but  in  spirit  he  abides  among  us  still.  And  in  the  "  great 
hereafter  "  to  which  we  are  hastening,  we  anticipate  his  compan- 
ionship, among  the  loftier  spirits  of  the  company  of  the  redeemed. 

The  Chairman  then  called  upon  L,  R.  Thaj'er,  who, 
he  said,  would  speak  of  the  esteemed 

BISHOP   BAKER. 

And  L.  R,  Thayer  then  said  : 

Address  of  L.  Mr.  PRESIDENT,  FATHERS  AND  BRETHREN :  The  work  assigned 
R.  Thayer  on  jjjg^  jq  these  services,  is  one  of  no  ordinary  delicacy  and  difficulty, 
ker.  °^  '*'  I  ^^  to  present  to  you,  in  a  brief  space,  the  protraiture  of  a  char- 
acter pre-eminent  rather  for  the  even  balancing,  the  delicate  blend- 
ing, of  all  the  qualities  composmg  it,  than  for  the  superiority  of  any 
one  of  them.  And  this  difficulty  is  rendered  even  greater  by  the 
fact  that  your  deeply  interested  attention  has  already  been  fixed 
upon  three  beautilully-drawn  pictures,  the  more  prominent  features 
of  which  are  strikingly  similar  to  those  of  the  one  I  fain  would 
present  with  equal  clearness  before  you.  But  these  difficulties  are 
greatly  relieved  in  the  fact  that  we  are  prompted,  in  our  labor,  by 
tiie  profoundest  admiration  and  the  most  devoted  affection.  We 
are  not  wont  to  weary  either  with  speaking  or  hearing  of  tlie  ex- 
cellences and  noble  achievements  of  fondly  cherished  but  departed 
friends,  though  we  speak  or  hear  of  naught  that  we  did  not  know 
before.  In  directing  our  thoughts  to  the  memory  of  such,  the  mind 
seems  most  inclined  to  pass  by  the  more  immediate  past,  and  fix  its 
starting-point  at  the  beginning  of  our  acquaintance.  So  does  my 
mind  prompt  at  this  time.  I  first  met  our  late  and  dearly  beloved 
Bishop  0.  C.  Baker,  when,  in  the  early  autumn  of  1S34,  I  found 
my  way,  with  many  embarrassments  and  many  fears,  to  the  then  just 
opened  halls  of  the  Newbury  Seminary  in  Vermont.  I  was  in  a 
condition  to  need  and  appreciate  counsels  of  sympathy  and  affec- 
tion. His  smile-wreathed  face,  then  glowing  in  the  ruddy  beauty 
of  early  manhood  and  earnest  Christian  devotion,  admirably  met 
my  need;  and  it  is  verj'  greatly  owing  to  the  counsels  and  sym- 
pathy of  that  good  man  that  I  am  able  to-day  to  stand  in  the  midst 
of  the  ministry  of  this  Church  of  my  choice. ' 

Because  of  the  affection  I  then  learned  to  cherish  for  him,  I  was 
led  to  follow  him  in  his  subsequent  career  of  usefulness  and  honor 
with  sincerest  gratification ;  and  our  paths  in  life  have  so  run  that 
the  acquaintance  there  formed  was  more  or  less  intimately  per- 
petuated. 

Bishop  Baker  was  born  in  Marlow,  N.  H.,  July  30,  1812,  of  par- 
ents who  held  positions  of  influence  in  the  community  and  in  the 
Church.  From  the  information  we  have  of  his  childhood,  we 
might  infer  that  if  it  were  possible  to  suppose  an  exception  to  the 
law  that  all  men  were  born  under  sin,  he  might  be  regarded  as 
such  an  example.     But  without  such  a  supposition,  we  learn  that 
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the  predispositions  of  his  mind  and  heart,  together  with  the  pray-  IMay  18. 
ern  and  culture  of  his  Christian  parents,  resulted  in  an  unselfish  Sixteenth 
amiability,  that,  while  it  endeared  the  boy  or  youth  to  all  wlio  Day. 

knew  him,  gave  promise  of  a  useful  future.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  was  placed  under  the  care  and  instruction  of  that  prince  of  men, 
and  our  pioneer  educator,  Dr.  Wilbur  Fisk,  at  Wilbraliam,  Mass., 
and  was  there  brought  to  find  in  Christ  his  atoning  Saviour,  and 
was  made  to  triumph  in  that  Saviour's  love. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  lie  went,  with  Dr.  Fisk,  to  Middletown, 
Conn.,  and  became  a  member  of  the  first  class  in  the  Wesleyan 
University.  Subsequently  he  was  a  teacher  in  and  then  President 
of  the  Xewbury  Seminary,  then  a  pastor  and  Presiding  Elder  in 
the  Xew  Hampshire  Conference,  a  professor  in  and  then  President 
of  the  Biblical  Institute  at  Concord,  and  from  thence,  in  1852  at 
Boston,  was  elected  to  the  Episcopal  oflSce.  After  performing  the 
arduous  duties  of  that  high  ofBce  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  he 
was  seized  by  the  relentless  grasp  of  disease,  and  for  more  than 
five  years  he  moved  in  our  midst  a  bright  example  of  sustaining, 
comforting,  and  triumphing  grace,  and  then,  on  the  20ih  of  Decem- 
ber last,  passed  quietly  away  to  his  home  above.  Such  is  a  rapid 
glance  of  the  leading  incidents  in  the  life  of  this  beloved  chief  pas- 
tor in  the  Church. 

In  contemplating  the  character  of  one  whose  position  has  been 
one  of  marked  prominence,  and  whose  influence  has  been  widely 
and  strongly  felt  for  the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  world,  it  is  gener- 
ally profitable  as  well  as  agreeable  to  seek  out  those  hidden  sources 
in  which  such  qualities  had  their  origin. 

Bishop  Baker  was,  in  a  marked  degree,  self-distrusting  and  reti- 
cent. He  never  sought  the  chief  seat,  but  instinctively  shrank 
from  being  the  object  of  special  attention.  He  sought  only  to  be 
useful  as  a  servant  of  Christ.  The  nature  and  theater  of  that  serv- 
ice he  left  most  scrupulously  to  the  choice  of  the  Master.  As  re- 
garded him,  office  was  the  seeker,  he  the  sought.  And  yet  when 
called  to  positions  ot  prominence  and  high  responsibility,  he  was  in 
a  marked  degree  self-reliant  and  firm  in  his  convictions  and  in  his 
administrations.  He  was  an  excellent  specimen  of  that  rare  but 
most  valuable  blending  of  those  seemingly  incompatible  opposites, 
se.f-distrust  and  self-reliance. 

As  a  student  he  was  diligent  and  earnest  in  his  work,  seeking 
knowledge  as  well  for  iis  own  sake  as  for  its  value  as  a  power  of 
influence :  and  while  what  he  gained  was  the  fruit  of  earnest  toil, 
it  became  a  part  of  his  own  mental  being,  and  was  therefore  always 
at  his  command.  And  while  he  did  not  perhaps  excel  in  any  one 
specialty,  yet,  by  his  diligence  and  mental  strength,  he  stood  high  as 
a  scliolar  of  varied  learning  and  general  reading,  rendering  him 
most  admirably  qualified  for  the  greatly  varied  society  into  which 
his  official  position  was  constantly  bringing  him.  As  a  teacher  he 
sweetly  combined  the  magisterial  with  the  parental.  No  student 
had  the  wish,  or,  having  it,  would  have  presumed,  to  trifie  in  his 
presence ;  on  his  lips  was  the  law  of  kindness,  and  in  his  eye  was 
sympathy  and  solicitude,  while  his  instructions  were  clear  and  im- 
pressive. His  recitation-room  was  made  a  smmy  spot  in  the  often 
rugged,  clouded  path  of  the  student.  As  a  preacher  he  was  char- 
acterized by  pertinency  of  theme,  by  purity  in  doctrine,  by  clear- 
ness in  arrangement,  force  of  argument,  earnest  fervor  in  delivery, 
and  affectionate  pathos  in  appeal.  Many  faithful  laborers,  scattered 
widely  through  the  broad  vineyard  of  the  Master,  linger,  and  will 
long  continue  to  linger,  with  exquisite  deligiit  amid  the  sweet 
memories  that  gatlier  around  those  days  when  they  enjoyed  the 
instruction  and  ministry  of  this  good  man. 

Bui  we  are  here  to  speak  of  him  more  particularly  in  his  char- 
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Miay  IS.  acter  as  a  Bishop  in  this  branch  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  He  en- 
Beteknth  tered  upon  the  duties  of  this  high  office  with  unfeigned  distrust  of 
D^^-  his  abihties ;  but  he  brought  to  it  a  beautifully  symmetrical  Chris- 

tian character,  the  result  of  years  of  intimate  walk  with  God  and 
earnest  labor  iu  diverse  fields,  a  sound  and  thorough  scholarship, 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  history  and  usages  of  the  Church, 
and  a  suavity  of  manner  and  a  depth  of  sympathy  that  gave  the 
highest  promise  of  a  judicious,  impartial,  and  conscientious  admin- 
istration of  the  important  trusts  committed  to  his  hands.  Into  the 
privacy  of  the  social  intercourse  of  our  Bishops  among  themselves 
it  is  not  my  province  to  look,  but  I  hazard  nothing  in  assuming 
that,  in  such  seasons  of  intimate  and  fraternal  council,  his  asso- 
ciates found  in  Bishop  Baker  a  most  congenial  companion,  a  con- 
stant and  loving  friend,  and  a  wise  and  far-seeing  counselor.  I 
know  he  was  sincerely,  ardently  loved  and  highly  revered  by  all 
his  official  associates. 

His  heart  was  deeply  interested  in  the  missionary  work,  and  he 
watched  with  constant  vigilance  the  entire  field,  wliile  he  gave  his 
undivided  and  deeply  solicitous  attention  to  that  part  of  the  field 
more  particularly  assigned  to  his  supervision. 

In  all  the  work  of  general  supervision  of  Church  interests  he  was 
called  on  to  perform  he  exercised  unwearied  patience  in  investiga- 
tion, diligence  in  research,  and  conscientiousness  in  decisions. 
How  much  the  Church  is  indebted  to  his  wise  oversight  of  her 
varied  interests  may  never  be  known  to  us  except  when  all  things 
shall  be  made  manifest. 

As  a  president  of  a  Conference  his  unassuming  gentleness  of 
bearing,  his  loving,  fraternal  greetings  and  intercourse  with  tiie 
members,  coupled  with  his  perfect  mastery  of  the  art  of  presiding, 
secured  for  him  the  kindest  regards  of,  and  the  most  perfect  com- 
mand over,  the  Conference.  He  made  but  little  demonstration, 
was  himself  calm  and  complacent — the  tones  of  his  voice  unimpas- 
sioned — and  yet  in  this  calmness  there  was  a  hiding  of  power  that 
held  dehberations,  even  the  most  impassioned,  under  control  as  few 
could  do.  In  every  exigency  he  had  tiie  most  perfect  control  of 
his  own  spirit.  Long  will  the  Conferences  throughout  the  extent 
of  our  far-spreading  Church  cherish  the  memory  of  that  benignant 
but  effective  presiding  officer,  who  compelled  every  member  to  feel 
that  he  loved  him. 

Into  the  work  of  the  cabinet  the  same  most  desirable  q\inlirie3 
were  brought.  The  condition  and  needs  of  each  individual  charge 
were  carefully  considered,  and  the  circumstances  and  abiliiies  of 
each  preacher  carefully  weighed.  In  the  multitude  of  his  cai-es  ho 
was  not  forgetful  even  of  the  most  insignificant  of  individual  v>-ant.s. 
In  a  word,  1  may  safely  say,  and  it  is  the  highest  meed  of  praise 
tliat  with  propriety  can  come  from  mortal  lips,  that  to  every  dtliclal 
act  he  brought  the  best  ability  he  possessed,  and  performed  such 
act  in  humble  reliance  upon  the  wisdom  and  grace  of  God.  His 
piety  permeated  all  he  did.  And  that  higliest  meed  of  praise  iliat 
heaven  accords  to  men  or  angels  doubtless  greeted  his  ears  as  lie 
appeared  in  the  brighter  world,  "  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
servant,  enter  thou  into  tiie  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

We  hold  these  services  to-day,  and  call  up  these  memories  of  our 
cherished  though  departed  ones,  not  that  we  may  contribute  to 
save  those  memories  from  the  on-coming  dari<ness  of  oblivion. 
Such  men  need  no  words  of  praise  from  onr  lips;  tlieir  monument 
has  a  base  broad  as  Methodism,  and  its  memorial  shaft  shall  ever 
be  rising  higher  and  liigher  still  all  along  the  ages  of  our  future. 
They  need  not  our  words  of  eulogy  eitlier  for  tlieir  felicitv  or  their 
fame.  The  one  is  secured  by  an  abundant  entrance  to  the  man- 
sions of  the  blessed,  the  other  by  lives  well  employed — by  deeds  of 
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love  and  valor  well  performed.  It  is  for  our  owu  benefit  that  we  IVIay  18. 
thus  remember  them — that  we  may  gain  lessons  from  their  sue-  Sixteb.vth 
cesses  to  guide  and  inspire  us  in  the  paths  of  our  toils — that  we  ^•^^• 

may  be  cheered  in  hours  of  discouragement  and  conflict. 

What  they  were  they  became  by  the  diligent  improvement  of  the 
capabilities  God  had  given  them,  and  the  grace  imparted  through 
their  faitli  in  the  precious  atonement.  We  have  only  to  follow 
them  in  this  diligence  in  exertion  and  in  confiding  foith  to  be  like 
if  not  equal  to  them  in  usefulness  in  life  and  in  the  bhss  of  immor- 
tality. 

During  the  preceding  address,  on  motion,  the  time 
of  the  morning  session  was  extended,  and  after  its 
conclusion  the  Chairman  said :  Dr.  Luke  Hitchcock 
will  represent  to  you  the  character  of  our  admired  and 
beloved 

BISHOP   CLARK. 

Luke  Hitchcock  then  said : 

Mr.  President  and  Brethren  :  I  think  I  never  came  so  near   Address        of 
coveting  the  gift  of  eloquence  as  I  do  this  morning.     The  theme,       Luke   Hitch- 
the  character  of  the  brother  of  whom  I  am  to  speak,  requires  that       op'ciark^"**'' 
far  more  than  I  can  say  should  be  said  on  this  occasion.     And 
then,  in  the  time  allowed  to  us  in  the  arrangements  of  this  occa- 
sion,   there   is   to    my   mind   something  wonderfully   admonitory. 
Four  of  our  chief  pastors,  who  had  endeared  themselves  to  us  all 
and  to  the  whole  country,  have  fallen ;  and  yet  such  is  the  press 
of  necessary  work  upon  us  that  wo  can  give  but  fifteen  minutes 
each  to  their  several  memorials.     I  do  not  know  how  others  feel, 
but  I  feel  as  though  these  moments  might  be  spent  very  profitably 
by  sitting  in  perfect  silence  and  shedding  a  tear  on  the  grave  of 
these  departed  brethren. 

So  far  as  relates  to  Bishop  Clark,  I  hardly  know  where  to  begin 
to  crowd  into  the  few  moments  allowed  to  me  the  thoughts  which 
I  would  like  to  present.  The  traveler  by  our  modern  modes  of 
conveyance  can  only  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  scenery  through  which 
he  passes,  and  if  he  should  linger  and  try  to  take  in  the  whole,  he 
loses  all,  and  so  in  rapidly  glancing  at  the  peculiar  features  in  the 
character  of  our  departed  Bishop  Clark,  if  I  refer  to  them  all,  we 
shall  have  no  time  to  consider  any  of  them. 

Bishop  Clark  was  a  well-rounded  character,  and  hence^  as  you 
look  upon  him,  it  was  not  here  and  there  that  you  would  see  an 
occasional  trait  which  was  attractive  above  every  other;  but  to 
measure  him,  and  understand  his  character  and  worth,  you  must 
analyze  him,  and  yet  look  upon  him  as  a  whole,  and  consider  all 
and  each  of  the  separate  parts  of  character  whicli  went  to  make 
up  the  man.  I  hesitate  not  to  say  that  through  twenty  years  more 
or  less  intimate  acquaintance  with  him  I  pronounce  him  a  model 
Bisiiop,  and  one  reason  why  I  do  this  is  on  account  of  his  clear 
judgment.  This  was,  perhaps,  partly  a  natural  gift,  but  not  wholly 
80.  His  comprehensive  mind  and  strength  of  intellect  led  liim  to 
take  in  as  nearly  as  possible  all  sides  of  a  subject  at  once,  but  he 
never  trusted  his  intuition.  Another  thing,  he  never  trusted  the 
conclusions  of  others,  and  then  based  his  actions  on  the  conclu- 
sions they  had  reached.  With  him  it  was  a  necessity  that  when 
he  was  called  to  act  he  must  examine  all  the  evidence  before  he 
could  reach  a  conclusion,  and  he  was  one  of  those  rare  men  whom 
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AIny  18.     you  have  met  that,  when  you  had  his  opinions,  differing  from  yonre, 
81XTBEKTH      yo"  '^It  3  necessity  to  review  your  conchisions.     This  led  him  to 
D**-  possess  tiie  most  positive  convictions  :  and  wlien  lie  had  reached  a 

conclusion  he  considered  that  to  maintain  it  demanded  all  his  en- 
ergy. Such  was  the  integrity  of  his  convictions  that  he  would  to 
any  extent,  and  in  every  reasonable  way.  endeavor  to  carry  them 
out  regardless  of  the  fear  or  affection  of  men. 

His  conscientiousness  was  remarkable.  Those  who  knew  him 
best  understood  this  full  well,  and  that  in  ttie  midst  of  the  prose- 
cution of  all  his  work.  Witli  a  strength  of  will  which  few  possess 
he  combined  one  of  the  most  tender  hearts,  so  that  no  man  could 
feel,  if  Bislio|)  Clark  liad  to  decide  against  him,  there  could  have 
entered  into  the  elements  which  made  up  his  judgment  any  thing 
of  a  personal  animosity.  Another  characteristic  was  his  untiring 
industry.  Those  that  knew  him  best  know  that  in  this  respect  he 
was  a  model.     Earh^  and  late  he  was  at  his  toil. 

I  will  not  refer  to  his  history,  his  birth,  his  education,  his  minis- 
terial work,  or  liis  editorial  life ;  but  I  cannot  pass  over  the  fact 
that,  notwithstanding  the  multiplicity  of  the  work  which  crowded 
upon  him,  the  fruit  of  his  pen  still  remains,  and  the  volumes  that 
are  the  products  of  his  pen  will  long  live  to  be  a  source  of  great 
instruction  to  those  who  are  to  come  after  him.  In  addition  to  this, 
his  social  qualities  were  of  the  highest  order.  Tou  felt  when  with 
him  that  }'0U  were  in  t!ie  presence  of  a  Christian  gentleman. 

The  crowning  virtue  of  Bishop  Clark  was  his  personal  piety.  In 
the  social  meeting,  in  the  family  circle,  in  the  public  congregation, 
and  in  the  pulpit,  he  gave  full  evidence  to  every  person  who  list- 
ened to  him  that  under  all  bis  plans  and  purposes  was  the  great 
thought  of  the  value  of  the  soul.  Eternity,  with  its  vast  results, 
seemed  to  stand  out  before  him,  and  he  felt  he  was  called  of  God 
to  preach  the  Gospel  to  save  souls. 

Of  course  these  traits  of  character  led  Bishop  Clark,  when  he 
came  to  pass  away,  to  give  that  evidence  of  the  triumph  of  the 
Christian  faitli  whicli  none  but  such  a  man  could  give.  As  was 
stated  by  Bishop  Simpson,  he  yielded  finally  to  disease  when  in 
this  vicinity,  and  at  his  own  Conference.  The  year  before,  his 
friends  urged  him  to  take  a  year  of  rest.  To  my  certain  knowl- 
edge his  physician  told  him  he  believed  it  was  indispensable  to  his 
hfe.  He  honestly  thought  otiierwise.  He  did  not  want  to  commit 
suicide,  but  he  felt  tliere  was  a  latent  energy  in  his  nature,  and 
that  by  care  he  might  yet  rise.  I  see  some  before  me  who  kindly 
accompanied  him  to  his  home  in  his  last  illness.  I  never  shall  for- 
get when  I  first  met  him  on  that  occasion.  He  extended  his  hand 
and  said,  ''I  have  come  home  to  die.  It  is  hard  to  part,  but  if  it 
be  God's  will,  then  his  will  must  be  done.  I  had  hoped."'  said  he, 
"that  God  might  spare  my  life  to  do  a  little  more  for  the  Church; 
but  if  my  work  is  done  I  am  ready  to  go."  I  will  not  rehear.-e  the 
scenes  that  occurred  in  that  sick  chamber — they  come  up  before 
me  as  memories  of  but  yesterday.  I  heard  his  farewell  to  his 
friends.  I  heard  him  give  that  farewell  to  his  family  which  none 
but  a  Christian  husband  and  Christian  father  could  give  to  a  Chris- 
tian famUy.  I  thank  God  for  the  life  of  that  good  man.  But  he 
has  gone. 

"  Part  of  the  host  have  crossed  the  flood. 
And  part  are  crossing  now." 

I  think  to-day  I  see  Baker,  and  Clark,  and  Kingsley,  and  Thom- 
son casting  their  glittering  crowns  at  the  feet  of  Him  who  is  King 
of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords.  While  Christ  is  exalted  King  of  kings, 
yet  in  that  blessed  book  it  is  recorded  that  he  said  to  you  and  me, 
"  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you ;  and  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place 
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for  yoii,  I  will  come  again  and  receive  you  unto  myself;  that  where  "May  18. 
I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also."  AVe,  brethren,  are  going  down  to  that  Sixteenth 
stream,  and  I  feel  that  we  have  a  hope  that  is  like  "an  anchor  to  "^i^t. 

the  soul,  both  sure  and  steadfast,"'  tliat  when  we  come  to  it  the 
blessed  Jesus  may  be  with  us,  and  lead  us  up  to  those  pearly  gates, 
and  that  then  He  whose  right  it  is  to  reign  will  say,  "  Lift  up  your 
heads,  ye  gates,  and  be  ye  lifted  up,  ye  everlasting  doors,  and  ti)e 
King  of  glory  shall  come  in."  Then  he  will  introduce  us,  liis  hum- 
ble followers,  and  we  shall  sit  down  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  and  reign 
as  kings  and  priests  for  ever  and  ever. 

The  Chairman  said :  You  are  now  invited  to  listen 
to  remarks  on  the  character  of  the  brave,  noble,  and 
lamented 

BISHOP  KINGSLEY. 

Moses  Hill  then  said :  Moses      hiu's 

Address  on 
Mr.  President  and  Reterend  Bishops  and  Brethren  :  I  come  KingXy. 
before  you  to  say  a  few  words  for  my  friend,  toward  whom,  if  he 
had  not  been  a  Bishop,  I  should  feel  the  same.  I  knew  hira  in 
early  hfe ;  I  knew  something  of  the  struggles  through  which  lie 
passed,  and  the  hill  up  which  he  trod  until  the  Church  saw  some- 
thing in  him,  and  put  him  on  the  very  pinnacle,  and  placed  him 
beside  those  noble  leaders  whose  history  you  liave  heard  from  the 
lips  of  those  who  have  preceded  me  to-day,  and  of  those  whose 
broken  forms  still  remain  among  us.  I  parted  with  him  wiien  he 
set  out  upon  that  wonderful  and  glorious  journey  round  the  world 
for  Jesus'  sake  and  Jesus'  work.  That  parting  was  peculiar. 
Tliere  was  no  farewell  said ;  there  was  no  shaking  of  hands  ;  there 
was  a  sort  of  undefined  and  unwelcome  feeling  pressing  upon  my 
soul  that  I  might  see  his  face  no  more.  My  lieart  was  not  strong 
enough  to  say  farewell,  and  I  therefore  suggested  that  I  might  see 
him  again  before  he  left.  A  sort  of  subdued  smile  gathered  over 
his  face,  and  he  accepted  the  suggestion,  seeming  to  comprehend 
my  meaning,  and  as  he  passed  away  he  turned  and  looked  at  me 
and  bowed  his  adieu.  His  image  is  on  my  soul  to-day,  that  smile 
fixed  in  my  heart.  I  see  him  to-day  not  in  his  coffin ;  I  see  liira 
not  sick ;  but  I  see  that  noble,  manly  form,  and  that  sparkling  eye, 
and  that  strong  will,  strong  as  iron,  which  God  gave  to  the  Church 
and  the  world  in  him.  I  need  no  likeness  of  him  upon  my  walls, 
for  his  picture  is  impressed  upon  my  mind  and  lives  in  my  heart, 
and  it  will  remain  there  till  the  light  of  life  becomes  the  darkness 
of  death,  and  then  I  expect  to  meet  him  upon  the  eternal  shore,  for 
he  was  my  friend  here,  and  he  will  be  there. 

Mr.  President,  this  day  brings  forcibly  to  ray  mind  another  scene. 
It  is  eiglit  years  ago  this  present  month  since,  on  another  platform 
and  in  another  place,  three  of  those  men  to  whose  memoirs  we  have 
listened  to-day,  had  just  gone  through  the  ordeal  and  sifting  of  an 
election,  and  had  each  gone  up  by  the  command  of  a  majority,  and 
had  taken  their  high  place  with  their  peers  in  the  Episcopal  office. 
Two  more  were  indicated  to  present  them  to  the  Bisiiops  for  ordi- 
nation. I  remember  the  scene  well.  Thougli  unworthy,  I  was  one 
who  stood  by  the  side  of  Kingsley,  and  well  do  I  remember  the 
ringing  voice  of  Dr.  Monroe,  now  in  glory,  as  he  said,  "  I  present 
to  you  this  holy  man,  to  be  ordained  a  Bishop  in  the  Church  of 
God,"  etc.  I  want  to  say  that  never  were  these  words  more  truly 
Uttered.     Brethren  have  spoken  of  the  elements  that  make  up  the 
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M;ay  18.  cliaracter  of  the  others  of  whom  we  have  heard.  My  heart  will 
SixTEESTu  not  allow  me  to  enter  much  into  that.  No  man  who  ever  knew 
Dav.  Bishop  Kingslej  needs  to  be  told  of  his  virtues.     He  has  been  to 

your  (inferences,  and  yoti  have  seen  and  known  him.  If  I  might 
say  any  thing  of  his  character,  and  perhaps  I  should,  I  would  say 
that  tliere  are  three  elements,  which  appeared  conspicuousl}'  in  it. 
The  first  was  a  profound  ability,  the  second  was  an  unflincliing  in- 
tegrity, and  the  third  was  an  outgushing  kindness  and  sympathy. 
Put  these  together,  and  I  care  not  how  much  you  multiply  them, 
and  you  have  his  cliaracter.  I  would  not  be  invidious;  this  would 
not  be  becoming  in  this  presence;  but  I  will  say  that  God  in  his 
mercy  had  given  a  power  of  intellectual  and  moral  resource  to  Bish- 
op Kingsley  that  very  few  possess.  He  was  a  profound  mathema- 
tician. His  grasp  of  truth  was  mighty.  You  saw  it  not  at  first, 
but,  knowing  him  long  and  intimately,  it  shone  forth  in  all  its 
beauty  and  power.  I  saw,  years  ago,  the  enemies  of  Jesus  assail- 
ing liim  to  rob  him  of  his  glory,  and  Kingsley,  though  young,  stood 
up  for  his  defense,  and  that  defense  was  masterly.  \  have  lieard 
many  on  the  divinity  of  Christ,  on  the  power  of  the  cleansing  blood, 
on  the  washing  of  regeneration,  but  I  never  heard  a  deafer  and 
mightier  defense  of  the  truth  than  came  from  his  lips. 

And  he  was  of  sternest  integrity,  a  man  true  to  principle  and  true 
to  his  Church — and  true  to  her  not  when  he  was  in  high  position 
only,  but  when  he  was  little  and  unknown  as  well.  And  he  was 
ever  true  and  kind  to  all.  Whenever  he  saw  a  brother  who  was 
crowded  he  was  ever  ready  to  go  to  the  rescue  and  take  his  place 
by  his  side ;  and  whenever  Bishop  Kingsley  stood  by  a  man's  side 
a  host  was  tiiere. 

Speaking  now  of  the  execution  of  the  mission  in  the  performance 
of  which  he  laid  down  his  life,  I  do  not  wish  to  say  that  very  much 
was  to  be  attributed  to  the  man.  He  always  seemed  to  be  a  man 
of  destiny.  Men  come  up  slowly  to  great  things.  Ever  since  the 
apostles'  day  the  Church  has  been  stirring  to  push  further  and  fur- 
ther tlie  conquests  of  the  Cross,  and  extend  the  outposts  of  Zion, 
but  the  work  progresses  but  too  slowly.  When  the  Church  and 
the  world  were  ready  for  this  mission,  and  when  they  were  inquir- 
ing. Who  shall  go  for  us  ?  Kingsley  seemed  to  say,  "  Here  am  I, 
send  me!  "  and  he  was  the  first  man  who  was  sent  out  with  the 
definite  purpose  to  girdle  the  world  for  Christ,  to  go  through  all 
her  patlis,  and  note  all  the  places  of  strength,  and  bring  back  the 
record,  and  to  reahze  what  Wesley  uttered,  •'  The  world  is  my  par- 
ish." But  on  this  long  journey  he  fainted  and  fell,  and  when  that 
news  came  along  the  lines  of  the  sacramental  host,  all  said  that  a 
prince  and  a  mighty  man  had  fallen. 

Let  me  say  a  word  about  his  grave.  When  he  died  his  friends 
thought  his  body  must  be  brought  home,  and  his  family  said  they 
must  iiave  him  back;  but  he  was  buried  upon  that  foreign  shore, 
and  the  impression  has  grown  up  among  us  that  he  should  sleep 
where  he  fell.  God  has  a  great  design  in  this.  Kingsley  found  a 
noble  place  in  which  to  die ;  God  took  Moses  up  unto  Mount  Xebo  to 
die.  So  with  Bishop  Kingsley:  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world  were  upon 
him,  all  were  watching  him  in  his  wonderful  journey,  and  when  he 
fell  the  world  saw  him  die,  and  none  other  so  worthy  a  place  could 
have  been  found  for  him  to  die  in,  though  he  died  almost  alone, 
with  but  one  to  close  his  eyes  and  follow  his  cofSn  to  its  grave  as 
a  mourner  at  his  funeral.  Let  his  grave  remain  where  it  is.  There 
is  perhaps  a  design  in  it.  It  is  said  that  in  one  of  his  battles,  when 
General  Taylor  was  advised  to  leave  a  position  where  ninny  had 
fallen  and  find  a  place  of  safety,  he  said:  "Ko,  my  dead  are  there."' 
So  our  dead  Kingsley  lies  in  the  far-off  shore.  The  heathen  hold 
him  as  a  hostage  till  the  Church  shall  bring  them  to  God.     Let 
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him  rest  there.  Jesus  Christ  will  take  care  of  his  dust.  He  who 
struggled  aud  prayed  beneath  Judea's  palms  and  olives  will  waich 
the  dust  of  his  servant  as  it  sleeps  beneath  the  cypress  and  the  wil- 
low. May  God  bless  his  widow  and  his  children,  and  may  God 
bless  the  Church,  and  help  us  that  we  all  may  meet  in  glory  1 


]May  IS. 

Sixteenth 

Day. 


At  the  close  of  the  Memorial  Services,  the  Standing 
and  Special  Committees  were  called  on  for  Reports, 
and  the  Reports  named  below  were  presented  and  laid 
on  the  table  to  be  printed. 


CHURCH   EXTENSION. 
W.  C.  De  Pauw  presented  Report  No.  II. 


Church  Exten- 
sion :  Report 
No.  II. 


STATE   OF   THE   CHURCH. 
D.  Curry  presented  Report  No.  I. 


State  of  the 
Church:  Ke- 
port  Ko.  I. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS  AND   TRACTS. 
W.  M'Allister  presented  Reports  Nos.  I  and  III. 


Sundaj-Schools 
and  Tracts : 
Keports  Nos. 
I  and  III. 


APPEALS.  Appeals:      Re- 

ports Xos.  II 

E.  A.  Manning,  Secretary,  presented  Reports  Nos.      andiii. 
II  and  III,  as  follows : 

REPORT  NO.  II. 

J.  S.  Moore,  a  member  of  the  Soutliern  Illinois  Conference,  was   Appeal  of  J.  S. 
tried  by  said  Conference  on  charges  of  immorality  and  undisciphn-       ^oore. 
ary  conduct,  and  was  expelled  from  the  Church,  from  which  de- 
cision he  took  an  appeal  to  the  General  Conference. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  have  inquired  into  this  case,  and  have 
ordered  that  the  case  of  J.  S.  Moore  be  remanded  to  the  Southern 
Illinois  Conference  for  a  new  trial. 

Richard  May,  a  member  of  the  California  Conference,  was  tried    Appeal  of  Eich- 
by  said  Conference  on  charges  of  immoralicy,  and  was  expelled  from  i^^y. 

the  Church,  from  which  decision  he  appealed. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals,  having  inquired  into  this  case,  have 
ordered  that  the  case  of  Richard  May  be  remanded  to  the  Cahfornia 
Conference  for  a  new  trial.  L.  Scott,  President, 

E.  A.  Manning,  Secretary. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  May  16,  1872. 


REPORT  NO.  III. 

B.  D.  Palmer,  a  member  of  the  Newark  Conference,  was  tried  by    Appeal  of  B.  D. 
said  Conference  on  the  charge  of  dishonesty  in  business  transac-  *""■ 

tions,  and  was  expelled  by  said  Conference  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  from  which  decision  he  appealed  to  this  body. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Appeals  having  inquired  into  this  case,  in 
view  of  the  desire  on  the  part  of  both  the  Conference  and  the  ap- 
pellant for  a  new  trial  of  the  case,  have  ordered  that  the  case  be 
remanded  for  a  new  trial.  L.  Scott,  President, 

E.  A.  Mannino,  Secretary. 

BaooKLTN,  N.  Y.,  May  17,  1872. 
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M:»y  18. 

SlXTKKXTH 
DAT. 

Report  on    Be- 
nevolent   So- 
cieties. 
Keport   of 
Daniel  Wise. 


Petition^  reso- 
lutions, etc. 


"Wm.  Lawrence  presented  a  report  from  the  Special 
Committee  on  the  Relations  of  the  Benevolent  Societies 
of  the  Church  to  the  General  Conference. 

The  report  of  Daniel  Wise,  Editor  of  the  Sunday- 
School  Advocate  and  Sunday-School  Library  Books, 
and  also  his  report  as  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Tract  Society,  were  presented  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts.  [For  Report, 
see  A2y2)eJidix  59.] 

The  following  petitions  and  resolutions  were  pre- 
sented, and  referred  to  Committees  as  named : 


Nrw  Ekglajto. 


Changes  of  Dis- 
cipl 


ageso 
}line. 


NEW  ENGLAND. 

W.  F.  "Warren  presented  the  petition  of  Wm.  H. 
Allen  and  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  others  for  certain 
changes  in  the  Discipline,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 


Allen  on  Book 
Concern. 


MAINE. 

S.  Allen  presented  the  following  resolution,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern, 
namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Committee  be  requested  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  changing  the  name  of  our  Book  Concern  to  that  of 
Publishing  House. 


Wetherbee     c 
Eebaptism. 


S.  F.  Wetherbee  presented  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals : 

Whereas,  The  General  Conference  of  1868  passed  a  resolution 
declaring  ''Rebaptism,  whether  of  those  baptized  in  infancy  or  in 
adult  age,  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  nature  and  design  of 
Baptism  as  set  forth  in  the  New  Testament,  (see  Discipline,  p.  328); 
and, 

Whereas.  Said  resolution  denies  to  the  candidate  the  right,  never 
before  denied  and  now  granted  in  other  parts  of  the  Discipline,  of 
exercising  his  own  godly  judgment  as  to  the  scriptural  mode  of 
Baptism ;  and 

Whereas,  Said  resolution  pronounces  the  administration  of  this 
ordinance  for  the  last  fifty  years  "inconsistent  and  unscriptural," 
though  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  Church,  (see 
Emory's  History  of  Discipline) ;  and 

Whereas,  The  influence  of  said  resolution  is  to  deter  many 
parents  from  oflering  their  children  in  Baptism,  and  many  adult  be- 
lievers, who  conscientiously  believe  immersion  the  only  scriptural 
mode  of  Baptism,  from  joining  the  Methodist  i]piscopal  Church,  they 
havmg  been  baptized  in  infancy ;   therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  directed  to  inquire 
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into  the  expediency  of  rescinding  the  said  Tliirty- seventh  Resolution 
of  the  Appendix  to  the  Discipline,  (p.  328,)  and  adopting  in  its  place 
the  following: 

Btsolvtd,  That  the  rebaplism  of  adult  believers  is  inconsistent 
•with  the  nature  and  design  of  Baptism  as  set  forth  in  the  New 
Testament,  except  in  those  cases  where  persons  baptized  in  infancy, 
subsequently,  upon  profession  of  faith  in  Christ,  conscientiously 
believe  immersion  to  be  the  only  scriptural  mode  of  Baptism.  Let 
such  persons  be  reasoned  with,  and  if  not  convinced,  let  them  be 


]\ray  1?^. 


NEW   HAMPSHIRE. 


New    Hamp- 

BHIKB. 


C.  M.  Dinsmore  presented  the  following  resolution,  Dinsmoieondc- 

_,  ,  1        r,  p         nominational 

and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  oi       Newspapers. 
the  Church: 

Resolved,  That  we  should  diminish  the  number  of  our  denomina- 
tional newspapers,  and  endeavor  to  make  them  more  metropolitan 
in  character  and  influence. 


NEW  ENGLAND. 


New  Esgi.akd. 


W.   F.   Mallalieu   presented   the   followinor   resolu-  Maiiaiieu      on 

•T  c  Board  of  Ed- 

tions,'  and  they  were  submitted  to  the  Committee  on      ucation. 
Education : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  New  England  Conference  at 
its  last  session,  touching  the  location  and  more  efficient  working  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  be  hereby  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Education. 

The  resolutions  were  as  follows: 

1.  That  we  memorialize  the  General  Conference  at  its  approach- 
ing session  to  provide  for  the  efficient  working  of  the  Board  of 
Education  by  the  appointment  of  a  Corresponding  Secretary  who 
can  give  his  undivided  attention  to  the  work. 

2.  That  the  seat  of  the  Board  should  be  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

W.  R.  Clark  presented  the  following  resolution,  and   ciark  on  illegal 

P  -,  ■,       r^  .  ^r     .      ,  Action    of    a 

It  was  reterred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals :  Quarterly 

C'onfereDfe. 
Resolved,  That  when,  by  the  decision  of  a  Bishop  given,  in  due 
form  upon  a  point  of  law  in  the  action  of  a  Quarterly  Conference 
upon  an  appeal  case,  said  action  shall  be  clearly  seen  to  be  illegal, 
the  Presiding  Elder  of  tiie  district  embracing  said  Quarterly  Con- 
ference shall  set  aside  said  illegal  action  and  bring  forward  the 
case  for  another  hearing :  Provided,  the  exceptions  be  taken  before 
the  ensuing  session  of  the  Annual  Conference,  aud  due  notice  there- 
of shall  have  been  given  to.the  opposing  party. 


The  Conference  adjourned;  after  which  Alonzo 
Webster,  of  South  Carolina,  pronounced  the  bene- 
diction. 

18 
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May  ao.  MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  20. 

9evbsteenth 

^*^-  The  Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Ames  in 

the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  An- 
drew Witherspoon,  of  Troy  Conference. 

The  Journal   of  Saturday's  proceedings    was   read 

and  approved. 

'^s'^retai^  f  -       ^^^^  Secretary  stated  that  on  the  call  for  reports  of 

proved.  Committees  on  Saturday  a  number  of  petitions  and 

resolutions  were  handed  in,   and  that  he  had  entered 

them  upon  the  Journal,  and,  on  motion,  the  action  of 

the  Secretary  was  approved. 

Petitions,   Me-       On  motion,  the  order  of  business  was  suspended,  and 

moriiils,    and      i       "     n       ,.   /-^       p 

Appeals.  the  roll  of  Conferences  called  for  the  presentation  of 
petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals,  and  they  were  pre- 
sented and  referred  as  follows  : 

Baltimore.  BALTIMORE. 

Management  of       T.  M.  Eddy  presented  a  menioi-ial  from  W.  F.  Com- 

the         Book    „  ,         ,  •  /.  ,  .         , 

Concern.         tort  and  Others  praying  for  changes  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Book  Concern,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Episcopacy.  Wm.  R.  Woodward  presented  the  action  of  the  Lay 

Convention  on  the  Episcopacy,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 
Methodist  Tin-       He  also  presented  the  action  of  the  Lay  Convention 
in  favor  of  the  union  of  all  Methodist  Churches,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Church  Union, 
^miti^*"*^-       ^^^  ^"c^  ^\\eT  delegation  asked   that  Frederick 
sh^ts^^'^'  ^"  P^trie   be    admitted   on   the   delegation   in    place 
Kock  Kiver.    of  B.  F.  Sheets,  who  was  absent,  which  was  allowed. 


^''^IT^  ^^^'  CENTRAL   GERMAN. 

rerinan 
Bishop, 


MAN. 

^'fiishoD  -^-  ^'  ^'  Bi'^ehl  presented  the  action  of  the  Central 

German  Conference  in  relation  to  a  German  Bishop, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 


CENTRAL  ILLINOIS. 


■^pfr"'""^  P»-       J.  S.  Cumming  presented  the  petition  of  the  Onargo 
District  Ministerial  Association  asking  for  the  cstab- 
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lishment  of  a  cheap  family  paper,  and  it  was  referred    ^Miay  so. 
to  the  Comrnittee  on  the  Book  Concern.  Day. 

Cbntkai.  Nbw 
CENTRAL   NEW   YORK,  Yobk. 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  E.   indiM^Mission 
Arnold,  in  reference  to  the  Indian  mission  work  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

He  also  presented  the  following  named  remon-  Boundaries, 
strances  against  change  of  boundaries,  namely :  one 
from  Red  Creek,  signed  by  M.  H.  Douglass  and  twen- 
ty-six others ;  one  from  Port  Byron,  signed  by  H. 
Redhead  and  twenty-four  others  ;  one  from  Sauquoit, 
signed  by  E.  S.  Wadsworth  and  forty-seven  others ;  one 
from  Savannah,  signed  by  A.  Munson  and  ten  others; 
all  of  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries. 

DES   MOINES.  DesMoinm. 

Joseph  Knotts  presented  a  remonstrance  of  J.  G.  Boundariw. 
Eckles  and  two  hundred  and  six  others  against  the 
division  of  the  Des  Moines  Conference,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

EAST    GENESEE.  ^^"^  Genkseb. 

C.  W.  Bennett  presented  a  memorial  of  C.  W.  Ben-  Church  Archi- 

1-1  •  r        r,  /.       hectare. 

nett  and  six  others,  on  the  creation  of  a  Bureau  of 
Church  Architecture,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Church  Extension. 

NEBRASKA.  Nkbeaska. 

T.  B.  Lemon  presented  a  petition  and  resolutions  on  Episcopal  Dia- 
districting  the  Episcopal  work  and  the  residence  of 
Bishops,   and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Episcopacy. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE.  New      HAirp- 

sniBE. 

At  the  request  of  the  New  Hampshire  delegation,  F.  f.  l.  sprague 

T     CI  1      -^i.    J   ^  1    •      .1-        1  e\-r        admitted    in- 

L.  Sprague  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  place  of  N.     stead  of  n.h. 
H.  Gilman,  who  was  absent.  New'^Hamp- 

Bhire. 
NEW    ENGLAND.  Nbw  England. 

W.  R.  Clark  presented  a  resolution  of  the  New  Tract  Cause. 
England  Conference  concerning  the  Tract  cause,  and 
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Miayso.    jt  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools 

NbwYobk.  new   YORK. 

National  Tem-       C,  D.  Foss  presented  the  memorial  of  the  National 
ciety.  Temperance  Society,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

mittee on  Temperance, 

New        York  XEW   YORK   EAST. 

East. 

Memorial    of        Daniel  Curiy  presented  a  memorial  of  S.  J.  Good- 
eno"u"gh.°°       cnough  in  answer  to  John  Lanahan,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  read. 

Pending  the  reading,  a  motion  to  suspend  the  read- 
ing was  laid  on  the  table.  [For  Memorial,  see  Ap- 
peyidix  47.] 

W.  G.  Queal  stated  that  L.  C.  Matlack,  of  Louis- 
iana, was  detained  from  the  Conference  by  sickness, 
and  that  he  requested  that  William  M.  Daily,  a  re- 
serve delegate,  be  admitted  in  his  stead,  and  the  re- 
quest was  granted, 

A.  S.  Hunt  moved  that  twelve  o'clock  on  Wednes- 
day be  fixed  as  the  time  for  listening  to  the  address  of 
Rev.  R.  Dubs,  of  the  Evangelical  Association, 
Motion  to  refer       A  motion  was  made  to  refer  the  paper  of  S.  J.  Good- 

to  the  Special  i      o         •    t  i-i  •  t^       i 

Committee      cnough  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

OH  the  Book  t->        t  ,  •    ,  .  ^  -,  •       -,       , 

Concern.  JPending  which,  a  point  of  order  was  raised,  that  a 

Decision  of  the   speaker  on  the  question  of  reference  could  not  discuss 

matters  not  alluded  to  in  the  paper  to  be  referred,  and 

the  Chair  decided  that  the  point  was  well  taken. 

Appeal    taken       And,  to  obtain  the  sense  of  the  Conference,  I.  Cor- 

and        Chair         ,  ' 

sustained.        wm  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair  was  sustained, 
Lanahui      ai-       A  motion  to  allow  J,  Lanahan  fifteen  minutes  be- 

lowed     more 

umeu  yond  the  rule  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  a  motion  to 

suspend  the  fifteen  minute  rule  at  this  time,  to  give  J, 
Lanahan  all  the  time  he  desired,  prevailed.  After 
which  the  motion  to  refer  the  paper  to  the  Special 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  was  carried. 

North      Indi-  NORTH    INDIANA. 

ANA. 

Secret  Societies.  O.  V.  Lemon  presented  a  petition  of  S.  L,  Smith  and 
thirty  others  on  Secret  Societies,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 


Masoniy. 


Quarterly 
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He  also  presented  the  petitions  of  J.  E.  Erwin  and     Miay  20. 
thirty-two  others  ;  W.  J.  More  and  one  hundred  and      ^^'^'^teenth 
twenty-four  others  ;  R.  D.   Spellman  and   ninety-one  Boundaries. 
others;    G.   W.    Iliff  and   thirty-three  others;    John 
Harrison  and  thirty-two  others ;  N.  Gillraan  and  seven- 
teen others ;  J.  C.   Mahin  and  fourteen  others ;  Wm. 
Anderson  and  thirty-six  others  ;  J.  Teague  and  twen- 
ty-six others,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries  in  Indiana ; 
all  of  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries. 

NORTH  OHIO.  North  Ohio. 

A.  J.  Lyon  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of   Masonry. 
Masonry,  signed  by  John  Smith  and  others,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  D.  Yant  and 
others  on  the  same  subject,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
same  Committee. 

F.  S.  Hoyt  presented  a  memorial  from  Wellington,  Constitntion  of 
Ohio,  asking  that  all  members  of  the  Church  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age  be  members  of  the  Quar- 
terly Conference,  and  for  the  election  of  Pi'esiding 
Elders  by  the  Annual  Conference,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 


PHILADELPHIA.  Philadklphia. 

W.  H.  Elliott  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Ladies'  Ladies'    ^  and 
and  Pastors'  Christian  Union,  signed  by  Mrs.  Bishop      Chnsiian 
Simpson  and  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Woman's  Work  in  the  Church.     [See  Ap- 
pendix 62.] 

PITTSBURGH.  Pivr«B,T«r,,T. 

•ial  on  Masonry  and  J    ,    -  „ 

...,,„  ^      .  -,        other    Secret 

Other  secret  societies,  signed  by  t  awcett  Craig   and     Societies, 
seventy-eight  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  tlie  State  of  the  Church. 

J.  S.  Bracken  presented  remonstrances  signed  by  G.  Boundaries. 
B.  Hudson  and  thirty-nine  others,  and  by  J.  Gedhill 
and  eleven  others,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 
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May  30. 

SrVKKTEENTH 

Day. 

PSOTIDEKCK. 

Boundaries. 


PROVIDENCE. 


M.  J.  Talbot  presented  a  resolution  of  Matteawan- 
street  Church,  Providence,  in  favor  of  a  change  of  Con- 
ference boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 


Book  Depos- 
itorv  at  Kan- 
aas'City. 


SAINT  LOUIS. 

J,  W.  L.  Slavens  presented  the  action  of  the  Saint 
Louis  Conference  in  favor  of  a  Book  Depository  at 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Book  Concern. 


Rock  Kivee. 

Qaadrennial 
Eeport        of 
Garrett  Bibli- 
cal Institute. 


tJppBB  Iowa. 
Insurance. 


E.  A.  Hill  asEs 
Restoration 
to  Conference 
Membership. 


BOCK  RIVER. 

Grant  Goodrich  presented  the  Quadrennial  Report 
of  the  Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Education.  [For  Report,  see  Ap- 
pendix 56.] 

UPPER  IOWA. 

R.  W.  Keeler  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  H. 
Young  on  the  subject  of  Insurance,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Insurance. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  E.  A.  Hill  for  res- 
toration of  Conference  membership,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 


Wk8t  Wiscon- 
snr. 

District     Con- 
ferences. 


WEST  WISCONSIN. 
J.  B.  Bachraan  presented  the  petition  of  G.  W.  Case 
and  nine  others  relating  to  District  Conferences,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 


West  Vib- 
aiNiA. 

Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 


WEST    VIRGINIA. 
G.  Martin  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Preachers' 
Meeting  at  "Wheeling  on  change  of  Discipline,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 


Wyoming. 
Boundaries. 


Besolutions 
and      Miscel- 
laneous Busi- 
ness. 


WYOMING. 

W.  G.  Queal  presented  the  memorial  of  E.  H. 
Buener  and  others  on  Conference  boundaries,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

The  roll  of  the  Conferences  was  called  for  the  pres- 
entation of  resolutions  and  miscellaneous  business. 
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]May  SO. 

BALTIMORE.  Seventeeth 

Day. 

T.  M.  Eddy  presented  the  following  resolution  :  Baltimorr. 

Eddy  on    Gen- 
Resolved,  That  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be      eral    Confer- 
instructed  to  report  to  this  body  as  to  the  time  and  order  of  the      fJ"^*"       ^'®°" 
election  of  General  Conference  officers  other  than  Bishops. 

A.  J.  Kynett  moved,  as  a  substitute,  to  refer  the  Kynett's    sub- 

matter  to  a  special  Committee  ol  nine. 

On   motion,  the   substitute  was  laid  on  the   table  Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 
by  a  count  vote  of  166  lor  to  94  against. 

J,  M.  Walden  moved,  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  waWen's    mo- 
Episcopacy. 

F.  W.  Evans  moved  as  a  substitute,  its  reference  to  Evan's    .substi- 

.  ^  ,         '  .  tiite    )aid     on 

a  special  Committee  of  fifteen,  which  was  laid  on  the      the  table. 
table. 

Whereupon  J.  M,  Walden's  motion  was  withdrawn,   Waiden's    mo- 
and  the  resolution  as  offered  was  adopted.  drawn     and 

Henry  Slicer  presented  a  supplemental  report  of  adopt^. 
Mr.  Gunn,  and  offered  it  as  an  appendix  to  the  report 
of  the  minoi-ity  of  the  Book  Committee,  and  asked  that 
certain  parts  of  it  be  read.  But  without  reading,  on 
motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern.     [For  Report,  see  Appendix  48.] 

S.  Allen,  of  Maine,  asked  that  F.  A.  Plaisted,  a  lay  f.  a.  Piaisted 
delegate,  now   present,    be  admitted  in  place  of  C. 


Beale  and  placed  on  same  Committees. 


CENTRAL   ILLINOIS.  linoTs: 

H.  Ritchie  presented  the  following  resolution,  and  ^'t^^^^teforfu 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  :  perannuated 

Preachers. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  strilte 
out  of  the  Discipline  all  of  sec.  4,  chap,  i,  Part  IV,  page  253,  which 
requires  the  Quarterly  Conference  within  whose  bounds  a  superan- 
nuated preaclier  or  the  widow  or  child  of  a  deceased  preacher 
may  reside  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  estimate  the  amount  neces- 
sary to  assist  such  preacher,  widow,  or  child  in  obtaining  a  com- 
fortable support. 

CENTRAL    OHIO.  Central  Ohio. 

S.  L.  Roberts  presented  the  following  resolution,  and  Roberts  on  Ke- 

i  ,       ^  •  -r.       •      1  sponsibility 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Uevisals :  of    Members 

liolding-    Uor- 
Resolved.   Tiiat  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  rec-      tlflcates. 
ommend  that  the  Discipline,  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  ans.  5,  page  106,  bo 
amended  by  adding  after  the  word  "removed,"  "and  to  which  they 


280 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


[1872. 


IM«y  SO.     pliall  be  responsible  for  their  moral  and  Cliristian  character  while 
Betkntectii      holdino:  such  certificate,"  so  that  the  last  clause  of  the  answer  as 
Dat.  amended  shall  read.  "  And  also  to  notify  of  such  certificate  and  re- 

moval tlie  pastors  of  those  charges  within  the  bounds  of  which  per- 
sons having  received  such  certificates  shall  have  removed,  and  to 
which  they  shall  be  responsible  for  their  moral  and  Christian  char- 
acter while  holding  such  certificates." 


CwciNNATi.  CINCINNATI. 

Secretary      to       J.  M.  "Walden  moved  that  the  Secretary  be  instruct- 

tend   a    copv 

of  action  to  ed  to  Send  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary 
Board.    '       Society  a  certified  copy  of  the  changes  this  Conference 

proposes  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Society,  and  the 

motion  prevailed. 

DETROIT. 


Detroft. 

Coniinittee  on 
Revisals  may 
make  verbal 
oiianges. 


Grrmant  and 
Switzerland. 

Jacoby  on  a 
Bishop's  resid- 
ing in  Europe. 


E.  O.  Haven  presented  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  who  have  been  in- 
structed to  incorporate  into  the  Discipline  all  changes  adopted  by 
this  General  Conference  in  the  reports  of  other  Committees,  have 
the  power  to  make  any  verbal  changes  that  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary, they  reporting  the  same  to  this  General  Conference  for 
approval. 

GERMANY  AND  SWITZERLAND. 

L.  S.  Jacoby  presented  the  following  resolution,  and 

it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy, 

namely : 

JResolved,  That  we  voted  to  elect  eight  Bishops  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  one  of  the  Bishops  will  take  up  his  residence  for  a  part  of 
the  ensuing  four  years  in  Europe. 


Prentice         oi 
Complaints. 


Woo<lonClaims 
of  Presiding 
Elders  and 
pastors. 


ILLINOIS. 

W.  S.  Prentice  presented  the  following  resolution, 

and   it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals, 

namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediencj*  of  striking  from  the  Discipline  every  thing  re- 
lating to  "complaints"  found  on  pages  57  and  59;  and  if  found  to 
be  inexpedient  to  strike  out  that  then  said  Committee  be  instructed 
to  define  the  meaning  of  the  question.  "Are  there  any  complaints?" 

Preston  Wood  presented  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy : 

Whereas,  The  salaries  of  certain  Presiding  Elders  and  pastors 
have  been  afiected  by  the  change  of  boundary  lines ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  claims  of  Presiding  Elders  and  pastors  shall 
be  valid  on  the  respective  fields  of  labor  to  which  they  may  have 
been  appointed  until  the  next  ensuing  session  of  the  Conference  to 
which  such  fields  of  labor  may  have  been  assigned. 
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IMay  SO. 
Seventeektu 

Day. 

Johnson         on 

striking     out 


W.  E.  Johnson  presented  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  refei'red  to  the  Committee  on  Re  visa)  s, 
namely : 

Evmlved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  Discipline  that  the  word  '•  uni- 
versal" shall  be  stricken  out  of  the  foot-note  on  page  150  and  the 
word  "general"  inserted,  so  that  it  shall  read,  "the  one  general 
Church  of  Christ." 

E.  H.  Waring  presented  a  paper  proposing  a  plan 
for  the  election  of  officers  by  the  General  Conference, 
which,  on  motion  of  W.  L.  Harris,  was  referred  to  a 
special  Committee  of  three. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  that  Committee  E.  H.  War- 
ing, E.  Wentworth,  and  D.  Curry,  and  leave  of  absence 
from  the  Conference  room  was  granted  to  the  Committee. 

W.  M'K.  M'Elfresh  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  Thursdaj-  morning,  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  Maj  the  23d, 
be  appointed  the  time  to  locate  the  seat  of  the  next  General  Con- 
ference. 

KANSAS.  Ka.s-sas. 

W.  K.  Marshall  presented  the  following  resolution,   Marshall  on  the 

,   .  ,.11/-,  •  ?»       •      ,  Address   pre- 

and  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals :  ce<iing     the 

Baptism      of 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire       Children, 
into  the  propriety  of  so  changing  the  address  to  the  congregation 
immediately  preceding  the  baptism  of  children,  on  page  139  of  the 
Discipline,  as  to  have  it  read  as  follows: 

Dearly  Beloved  :  Forasmuch  as  by  the  oflfense  of  one  judgment 
came  upon  all  men  unto  condemnation,  even  so  by  the  righteousness 
of  One  the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  justification  of  life ;  and 
as  our  Saviour  Christ  saitli,  Suffer  little  children  and  forbid  them 
not  to  come  unto  me,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  1  be- 
seech you  to  call  upon  God  the  Father,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  that,  having  of  his  bounteous  mercy  redeemed  this  child  by 
the  blood  of  his  Son,  he  will  constantly  impart  unto  him  the  quick- 
ening and  cleansing  intiuence  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  that,  being  a 
member  of  the  invisible,  he  maj^  also  become  a  member  of  the  visible 
Church  of  Christ,  and  continue  in  the  same  all  the  days  of  his  life. 


Plan  for  Elec- 
tions referred 
to  a  Special 
Committee. 


Place  for  the 
next  General 
Conference  to 
be  determined 
next  Thurs- 
day morning. 


KENTUCKY.  KE>rrtTCKT. 

Amos  Shinkle  presented  the  following  resolution,  Shinkie  on  Sep- 
and  it  was  referred  to  the   Committee  on  Revisals, 
namely : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Discipline  as  requires  a  division 
of  the  vote  by  the  ministers  and  laymen  be  changed  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  words  "as  one  body."  (See  Plan  of  Lay  Delegation, 
ans.  3,  last  clause,  pages  334,  335.) 
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M;ay  GO. 

Beventkentii 
Day. 

LKXtNGTON. 

Muir  on  Torm 
of  Ministerial 
Service. 


LEXINGTON. 
L.  Muir  presented  the  following  preamble  and 


A'icols  on  Pre- 
siding Elder- 
ship. 


Xf.w        HjlMP- 

SUIRE. 


feferred  to  the  Committee  on 


W. 

resolution,  which  were 
Itinerancy : 

Whereas,  From  the  general  practice  of  removiDg  our  ministers 
yearly  much  embarrassment  has  been  occasioned  them  :  therefore. 

He^solved,  That  the  Discipline,  Part  II.  page  90.  sec.  1 3,  quest.  3, 
ans.  3,  be  made  to  read  as  follows :  "  To  fix  the  appointments  of  the 
preachers :  Provided  he  shall  not  allow  any  preacher  to  remain  in 
the  same  station  less  tlian  three  nor  more  tlian  five  years  succes- 
sively, and  the  Presiding  Elders  six  years." 

MINNESOTA. 

John  Nicols  presented  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Itinerancy,  namely : 

Whereas,  The  opinion  is  entertained  by  many  of  our  people  that 
the  number  of  Presiding  Elders  might  be  greatly  reduced  without 
detriment  to  the  interests  of  the  Church,  thereby,  in  a  measure,  re- 
lieving the  membership  of  what  many  consider  a  heavy  burden; 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  tlie  Discipline,  if  need 
be,  as  to  provide  for  such  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  Presiding 
Elders,  as  well  as  to  relieve  them  from  tlie  duty  of  attending 
all  the  quarterly  meetings,  requiring  such  attendance  not  oftener 
tlian  twice  a  year;  and.  furtlier,  to  make  it  their  duty  to  give  special 
attention  to  domestic  missions  and  Church  extension,  and.  in  the 
absence  of  a  Bishop,  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  general  superin- 
tendents within  the  limits  of  their  respective  districts. 

NEW   HAMPSHIRE. 

R.  S.  Stubbs  presented  the  following  preamble  and 

resolutions,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Seamen's  Cause,  namely : 

Whereas,  The  mariners  of  the  United  States  have  increased 
during  the  past  thirty  years  from  ninety  thousand  until  now  they 
are  tive  hundred  thousand ;  and, 

Whereas,  They  are  without  the  local  organization  sucli  as  en- 
ables landsmen  lo  co-operate  for  mutual  improvements;  and, 

Wliereas,  Distinct  and  special  prophecies  direct  us  to  expect 
and  labor  for  tijeir  salvation;   and, 

Wherews,  Tlie  genius  of  Methodism  gives  it  peculiar  adaptation 
to  reach  and  Ijenefit  tliis  important  class  of  men;  and, 

Whereas,  Tliere  is  scarcely  a  single  port  on  the  Atlantic  or 
Pacific  coasts  in  which  a  distinctively  Methodist  Bethel  can  be 
found ;   and. 

Whereas,  There  is  urgent  need  for  such  Betiiels  in  New  Tork 
and  Holmes'  Hole;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  instruct  the  Special 
Committee  on  Seamen  to  report  to  the  Committee  on  Missions  what 
action,  in  their  judgment,  should  be  taken  by  tiiis  General  Confer- 
ence, that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  may  respond  to  the 
pressing  claims  in  tliese  or  other  particular  cases. 
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NEW  YORK. 
William  Goss  presented  the   following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
namely : 


May  SO. 

Seventeenth 
Bay. 

New  York. 

Goss  on  the 
term  of  Min- 
isterial Serv- 
ice. 

f.d,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  respectfully 
requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  so  restricting  the  term  of 
ministerial  service  that  no  one  shall  be  allowed  to  remain  more 
than  two  years  successively  in  the  same  charge,  unless  two  tliirds 
of  the  entire  ofiBciary  of  said  cliarge  unite  in  a  written  request  to 
the  Bishop  and  his  council  soliciting  it. 

NORTH    INDIANA. 
Wm.  H.  Goode  presented  the  following  resolution,  Traveling   Ex- 

J^  °  penses  of  the 

and  it  was  adopted,  namely  : 


North 

ANA. 


Resolved,  That  the  necessary  traveling  expenses  of  tlie  Trustees 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  attending  the  meetings  of  the 
Board  shall  be  paid  from  funds  iu  their  hands.  When  tliere  are  no 
funds  in  the  treasury  tiiey  shall  be  paid  by  the  Agents  of  the  Book 
Concern  at  Cincinnati  and  the  amount  charged  to  said  Trustees. 
This  to  embrace  expenses  actually  incurred  in  the  past  four  years. 


Trustees     of 
the  Methodist 
Ejiiscopal 
Church  to  be 
paid. 


OREGON.  Oregon. 

J.  F.  Devore  presented  the  following  preamble  and   Devore 
resolution,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Church,  namely: 

Whereas,  Wars  have  existed  from  time  to  time  forages  past; 
and, 

Whereas,  They  are  not  only  destructive  to  life,  but  unfriendly 
to  the  cause  of  Christ;  and. 

Whereas,  War  is  a  relic  of  barbarism ;  and, 

Whereas,  All  national  differences  have  to  De  arbitrated,  even 
after  thousands  have  been  slain ;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Christian  Church  has  a  right  to  look  forward  to  a 
time  when  men  shall  learn  war  no  more,  to  a  time  wars  shall 
cease,  and  to  the  complete  triumph  of  Christianity  over  error 
throughout  the  world;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  we  favor  a  Peace  Congress  where  the  world  may 
be  represented  and  all  dififereuces  may  be  adjusted  without  the 
shedding  of  blood. 


ROCK  RIVER. 


Jewett  presented  the  following  named   Jewett 


S.  A.  W 

resolutions,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern,  namely : 


of 
Publication. 


1.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instruct- 
ed to  consider  and  report  upon  the  propriety  of  providing  for  the 
more  efiBcient  supervision  of  our  publishing  interests  bj-  substitut- 
ing for  the  Book  Committee  two  General  Boards  of  Publication, 
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MCay  SO. 

Bbtkntkrnth 
Day. 


one  at  New  York  and  one  at  Cincinnati,  to  be  composed  of  laymen 
and  ministers  in  equal  numbers;  said  Boards  of  Publication  to 
liave  full  supervision  of  the  business  of  the  Book  Conce-u,  each 
Board  having  authority  to  appoint  an  Auditing  Committee  from  its 
own  members,  to  whom  all  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Book 
Concern  siiail  be  submitted  by  the  Book  Agents;  said  Auditing 
Committee  to  hold  monthly  meetings,  and  each  Board  of  Publica- 
tion lo  meet  at  least  as  often  as  once  in  three  months. 

Hesolved,  2.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  if  they 
approve  the  principle  embodied  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  fur- 
ther instructed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding for  subordinate  or  auxihar}-  Boards  of  Publication,  consti- 
tuted in  the  same  manner  as  the  parent  Boards,  to  be  located  at 
Chicago,  St.  Louis,  San  Francisco,  and  all  other  places  where  peri- 
odicals or  books  are  published  by  authority  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence; said  auxiliary  Boards  of  Publication  to  have  supervision  of 
our  publishing  interests  in  their  several  localities,  and  in  all  cases 
to  take  the  place  of  the  Publishing  Committee  now  established. 


Sr>rTHEBN  Illi- 
nois. 

Allyn    on    Pro- 
\nsional       or 
Keserve 
Bishops. 


Stoker  on 

Church    Cor- 
porations. 


SOUTHERN   ILLINOIS. 

Robert  Allyn  presented  the  following  resolution, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Episco- 
pacy, namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  electing  Provisional  or  Reserve 
Bishops,  one  of  whom,  on  the  death,  superannuation,  resignation, 
or  removal  of  any  one  of  the  Bishops  now  in  office,  or  elected  by 
this  General  Conference,  shall,  by  the  remaining  Bishops,  be  conse- 
crated to  take  the  work  of  the  Bishop  whose  place  shall  thus  be- 
come vacant. 

William  Stoker  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  then  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Church,  namely : 

Resolved,  By  the  General  Conference  at  Brooklyn  assembled.  May, 
1872,  that  it  be  aud  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  each  altorney- 
at-law  appointed  by  the  Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Cluirch,  in  each  State 
where  such  law  does  not  now  exist,  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  of 
such  State,  at  the  first  session  thereof,  for  a  general  law  for  the 
incorporation  of  religious  societies,  aud  authorizing  them  to  pur- 
chase, hold,  and  convey  property  as  a  corporate  body  under  the 
rules  of  the  Church  to  which  such  society  belongs. 


Biirdick  on 
Band  Organi- 
zations. 


TROY. 
C.  F.  Burdick  pi-esented  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisals,  namely : 

Whereas,  Band  organizations  for  special  eflforts  for  the  salvation 
of  sinners  have  become  somewhat  general  in  the  Church ;  and, 

Wliereas,  Tliey  are  in  all  probability  destined  to  become  stiU  more 
general;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  givmg  them  an  appropriate  organic  relation  in  the 
Church. 
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]yray  so. 

UPPER   IOWA.  Sevbxtkenth 

Dav. 

H.  Price  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was  Uppee  iowa. 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern :  ^pubu^S 

Resolved,  That  the  Coramittee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed 
to  report  a  plan  for  the  organization  of  a  Board  of  Publication  in 
New  York  and  another  in  Cincinnati,  each  to  be  composed  of  min- 
isters and  laymen  chosen  by  the  General  Conference,  and  to  be  the 
legal  successors  or  assigns  of  the  present  Book  Agents,  and  that  the 
Book  Agents  shall  in  the  future  be  the  executive  officers  of  such 
Boards  of  PubUcatioa 

R  W.  Keeler  offered  the  foUowinsj  resolution,  and  Keeier  on  Neg- 

T  1       ^  .  T^       .      ,  lecUng       the 

It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals :  Means       of 

Grace. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  Discipline,  page  127,  quest.  2, 
by  striking  out  the  word  "and  "  and  inserting  the  word  "or;"  so 
that  it  will  read,  "  "What  shall  be  done  with  our  members  who  shall 
neglect  the  public  or  private  means  of  grace?  " 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Alexander  Martin  presented  the  following  resolution, 

and  it  was  referred  to  the  Coramittee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  paragraph  46  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Discipline  be 
stricken  out — 

1.  Because  it  authorizes  the  pastor  to  erase,  as  withdrawn,  the 
names  of  persons  who  have  not  withdrawn  ;  that  is,  to  write  what 
is  not  always  the  fact. 

2.  It  virtually  makes  the  Quarterly  Conference  a  grand  jury,  and 
after  they  have  found  a  true  bill  against  an  alleged  delinquent,  and 
without  any  trial  deprived  him  of  membersiiip,  he  is  still  considered 
as  in  the  Church,  and  entitled  to  a  trial,  and  is  even  generously  al- 
lowed an  appeal  to  the  Quarterly  Conference,  the  very  body  that 
first  pronounced  him  guilty. 

3.  We  need  nothing  but  the  good  old  rule  of  dealing  with  delin- 
quents, found  on  pages  127,  128  of  the  Discipline. 

4.  The  paragraph  is  only  calculated  to  excuse  lazy  preachers  from 
the  trouble  of  visiting,  and  in  a  Christian  spirit  admonishing  erring 
members,  and  thus,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  save  them  from  destruction. 


West         Vib- 

GVNIA. 


He  also  presented  the  following  resolution,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  "s"  in  the  last  word  of  the  first  line  of 
page  1 65  of  the  Discipline  be  stricken  out ;  so  that,  instead  of  "  arch- 
angels," it  will  read  ''the  archangel" — 

1.  Because  there  is,  and  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word  there 
can  be,  but  one  archangel. 

2.  Because  the  word  "archangels"  is  unscriptnral,  and  does  not 
occur  in  tlie  Bible.  The  word  "archangel"  does,  and  in  both  cases 
refers  to  Michael,  "  the  archangel." 

3.  Because  the  word  "  archangels "  is  a  detestable  invention, 
adopted  by  the  Jews  and  Roman  Catholics  and  others  from  heathen- 
ism, and  should  have  no  place  in  the  Rituals  of  the  Christian 
Church. 


Martin  on  sub- 
stituting- the 
word  '-Arch- 
angel "  for 
"Archangels." 
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WEST  WISCONSIN. 


May  SO. 

SErBNTKEMTB 

Day. 

West  wiscojj-      J.  E.  Stillman  presented  the  following  preamble  and 
etiiiman  on  De-  resolutioH,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

cision  of Ques-    7:?pvi<sak  • 
Uons  of  Law.     i'-G^  ISaiis  . 

Wliereas.  Law  questions  having  arisen  in  the  Conference  wliich 
the  Court  of  Appeals  have  not  the  power  to  decide,  their  province 
being  only  to  determine  causes  appealed  from  Annual  Conferences ; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  Court  be  created  by  this  Conference  in  the  man- 
ner by  it  to  be  determined,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  decide  all  ques- 
tions of  law  that  may  arise  witlim  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


WisoossiN.  WISCONSIN. 

Miller  on  Mis-       W.  G.  Miller  presented  the  following  resolution,  and 
tables?  ^^    it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  ou  Missions  be  instructed  to  inquire 
and  report  as  to  the  number  and  relation  of  the  Missionary  Secre- 
taries. 

Miller  on  aSys-       He  also  presented  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 

tpm  of  Church  .  ^^     .      ^    .  „  °^  ..^ 

Eevenue.  lution,  and  asked  its  reierence  to  a  special  Committee 
of  three ;  but,  on  motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals: 

Whereas,  Many  Churches  are  more  or  less  embarrassed  in  their 
finances,  and  many  are  on  the  "  mission  "  list,  and  all  would  be 
helped  by  a  more  perfect  system  of  Church  revenue ;  and, 

^Vhereas,  There  are  different  systems  now  in  operation  claiming 
great  excellence,  some  of  which  have  proved  %-ery  successful,  in- 
creasing Ihe  revenues  of  the  Churches  adopting  the  same  from 
twenty-five  to  fifty  per  cent.,  thereby  relieving  some  of  friction  and 
raising  others  from  mission  to  self-sustaining  Churches;  therefore, 

Resolved.  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  investigate 
this  subject,  and  report  to  this  body  their  conclusions. 


Wtomkg.  WYOMING. 

oimstead     on       D,  C.  Olmstcad  presented  the  following  resolution. 

Bishops    and  .  /.  t  i        /-,  •  ?» 

Book    Com-  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals  : 

mittee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  ou  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  the  Discipline  as  to  dispense 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Bishops  with  the  Book  Committee  in 
order  to  the  removal  of  an  Editor  or  Agent  from  oflSc-e  in  the  inter- 
val of  the  General  Conference. 

Hampton  Eich       At  the  request  of  the  Michigan  delegation,  Hampton 
piM«ofj.  w.  Rich,  who  had   been  absent,  took   his   place  in   the 
Conference  and  on  the  Committees  in  place  of  J.  W. 
Stone. 
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C.  R.  Brown  was  placed  on  the  Special  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern,  and  H,  Rich  was  placed  on  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy  in  place  of  C.  R.  Brown. 

S.  A.  W.  Jewett  moved  that  the  order  of  business 
be  suspended  to  take  up  resolutions  in  reference  to 
the  Episcopacy,  now  on  the  table,  but  the  motion  did 
not  prevail. 

The  roll  of  Standing  and  Special  Committees  was 
called  for  reports,  and  the  following  were  presented : 


Skvestekxtu 

DAT. 


Motion  to  take 
up  Kosolu- 
tions  on  Kpis- 
copacy  lost. 


Standing  Com- 
niitteeg  Ke> 
port. 


BOUNDARIES. 


G.  B.  Jocelyn  presented  Report  No.  11  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

J.  M.  Walden  moved  to  recommit  the  report,  with 
instructions  to  report  at  the  same  time  the  boundnries 
of  all  Conferences  lying  within  the  same  State,  and 
the  motion  prevailed. 

G.  B.  Jocelyn  moved  that  so  much  of  Report  No. 
I,  presented  May  14,  as  fixed  the  boundary  of  Arkan- 
sas Conference,  be  adopted. 

W.  M'K.  Hester  moved  to  recommit  the  report,  with 
instructions  to  report  the  boundaries  of  all  the  Con- 
ferences at  the  s^me  time  and  in  one  report,  but  the 
motion  was  lost. 

E.  H.  Waring  moved  that  the  report  be  recom- 
mitted, but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

W.  R.  Davis  moved  to  amend  by  connecting  the 
Indian  country  with  the  Kansas  instead  of  the  Arkan- 
sas Conference. 

W.  H.  Gillam  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 
table,  which  prevailed  by  a  count  vote — ayes,  155  ; 
nays  not  counted. 

And  then  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
boundaries  of  Arkansas  Conference  was  adopted,  as 
follows  : 


Boundaries : 
Report  No.  II. 

W.tlden's  mo- 
tion to  re- 
commit car- 
ried. 


Arkansas   Con- 
ference. 


Hester's  motion 
to  recommit 
with  instruc- 
tions lost. 


Waring's  mo- 
tion to  re- 
commit lost, 

Davis's  amend- 


Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 


Eeport  adopted. 


Arkansas  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  the 
Indian  country  west  of  the  State. 


G.  W.  Woodruff  moved   that   the   Committee  on   ctommittee  on 

Boundanos 

Boundaries  be  instructed,  in  case  of  a  division  of  senti-      ^  ■"eport  the 

.  vote    iii   case 

meut  in  respect  to  the  boundaries  of  any  given  Con-      of  a  division. 
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Miay  SO.     ference,  to  report  the  state  of   the  vote  in  the  Cotn- 
Sete^tebnth    jjj-^^gg   ^Q    ^jjg   General    Conference,  and  the   motion 

prevailed. 
8  ecifti    Com-       The  Special  Committee  on  the  Order  of  Elections 
orfer^ofEi^"  reported  the  following  rules  for  the  election  of  Gen- 
tions  report,    gj.^j  Conference  officers,  namely : 

The  Special  Committee  on  the  Order  of  Elections  begs  leave  lo 
report  as  follows : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Chair  shall  appoint  twelve  tellers  to  re- 
ceive and  count  the  votes  cast  in  the  election  of  officers  to  be 
elected  b}'  the  General  Conference. 

Resolved,  2.  The  tellers  shall  take  the  vote  of  each  delegation  in 
the  order  of  Conferences,  and  shall  announce  the  name  of  each 
voter,  and  the  name  so  announced  shall  be  checked  on  the  list 
of  delegates  by  the  Secretary. 

Resolved,  3.  That  when  the  vote  has  been  cast  in  any  ballot  the 
said  tellers,  with  three  Secretaries  of  the  Gleneral  Conference,  shall 
retire  to  count  the  vote. 

Resolved,  4.  That  they  be  directed  to  separate  the  ballots  into 
three  lots,  and  four  tellers  and  one  Secretary  shall  count  each  lot. 
They  shall  then  ascertain  the  vote  cast  for  each  person,  and  the 
total  vote  cast,  and  report  the  same  througii  the  President  to  the 
General  Conference. 

And  the  report  was  adopted. 
Motion  to  con-       It  was  moved,  that  while  the  voting  is  in  progress 
«-ithin     the  no  One  shall  be  allowed,  other  than   delegates,  to  sit 
roting  ""aid  within  the  bar  of  the  Conference,  but  the  motion  was 


on  the  table. 


laid  on  the  table. 

MISSIONS. 


Missions:   Ee-       Reports  Nos.  n   and  IV  were  presented,  and,  on 


and  IV.   '      motion  of  D.  Curry,  adopted,  as  follows  : 

REPORT  KO.  II. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  would  report  that. 
Whereas,  Resolutions  from  the  South-western  German  and 
India  Conferences,  asking  for  the  continued  unity  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Cmu-ch  in  the  matter  of  a  close  organic  relation  between 
our  home  and  foreign  mission  work,  and  also  a  memorial  from  mem- 
bers of  the  Cincinnati  Conference,  asking  exactly  the  opposite,  have 
been  referred  to  us ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  while  the  General  Conference  expresses  no  opin- 
ion concerning  the  question  of  a  universal  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  we  judge  that  the  time  has  not  come  for  the  separation  of 
our  mission  work  from  its  intimate  relation  to  the  Church. 


REPORT  NO.    IV. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  respectfully  report: 

We  have  carefully  considered  the  petitions  referred  to  us  as  to 

the  division  of  our  Missionary  Society,  and  we  request  the  General 

Conference  to  adopt  tlie  following: 


187'2.1  Journal  of  the  General  Conference.  289 

Resolved,  That  the  proposed  separation  of  our  home  from  our     IMivy  s2(>. 
foreign  missionary  work  is  not  expedient.  Skvknteknth 

Day. 

Report  No.  Ill  of  this  Committee  was  presented,  ^Sifthe"- 
and  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule.  *''''• 

BOOK   CONCERN. 

T,  M,  Eddy  presented   Report   No.  I,  and   it  was   ^o^^  on^T\ 
adopted  as  follows: 

REPORT  NO.  I. 

The  Committee  has  considered  carefully  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  H.  H.  Z.  Ro«8. 
Z.  Ross,  praying  that  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be  directed  to 
release  the  estate  of  her  deceased  husband,  the  late  Rev.  W.  Z. 
Ross,  from  the  claim  held  against  it  by  the  Book  Concern,  and 
recommend  that  the  claim  be  referred  to  the  Agents,  with  full 
power  to  act  according  to  their  discretion. 

Similar  action  is  recommended  in  reference  to  the  claims  held  by    Charles  Atkin- 
the  Book  Agents  against  Rev.  Charles  Atkinson,  of  Ihinois.  son- 

The  memorial  presented  by  Rev.  John  "V.  R.  Miller,  of  North  Indi-  John  V.  R.  Mill- 
ana  Conterence,  and  referred  to  this  Committee,  recites  that  by  tiie  *''• 
action  of  the  General  Conference  of  1868  several  charges  were  de- 
tached from  his  district  and  placed  in  another  Conference,  that  his 
salary  as  Presiding  Elder  was  thereby  reduced  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  (325)  dollars,  and  that  said  reduction  occasioned 
him  the  gravest  embarrassment,  from  which  he  lias  been  unable  to 
extricate  himself  He  further  represents  that  he  is  heavily  in  debt 
to  the  Western  Book  Concern  beyond  his  ability  of  payment,  and 
prays  the  General  Conference  to  relieve  him  by  directing  the  Book 
Agents  to  cancel  the  claims  they  hold  against  him  to  the  extent 
at  least  of  the  loss  he  sustained  by  action  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence. 

The  Committee  rep6rt: 

1.  That  the  action  of  the  General  Conference  of  1868  was  regu- 
lar, and  affords  no  ground  sufficient  to  warrant  the  abrogation  of 
the  claims  of  tlie  Book  Concern  upon  the  memorialist. 

2.  That  inasmuch  as  the.  memorialist  prays  for  such  further  re- 
lief as  the  General  Conference  may  be  able  to  grant,  the  Committee 
recommends  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  be 
authorized  to  compound  the  claims  held  against  the  Rev.  John  V. 
R.  Miller  according  to  their  judgment  in  the  premises. 

He  also  presented  Report  No.  11,  which  was   laid   ^i'."''  ^,"-  " 
on  the  table  under  the  rule.  bie. 

EDUCATION. 
Report  No.  I  was  presented,  and,  on  motion  of  S.    Education:  Ue- 
D.  Brown,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  pnnted.      on  the  tubie. 

After  singing  the  do.vology,  J.  P.  Durbin,  of  Phila- 
delphia, pronounced  the  benediction,  and  the  Confer- 
ence adjourned. 
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ney Whitney. 
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of 
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of 
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oming. 

ad- 

mitted 

in 
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Bennett 

Election 

of 

Bishops 

tak- 

en  up. 

Tellers 

ap- 

pohited. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  21. 

The  Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Simpson 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Joseph  M.  Trimble,  of  the  Ohio  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read 
and  approved. 

W.  L.  Harris  moved  the  appointment  of  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Conference  to  aid  the  Secretaries  and  tellers 
in  counting  the  ballots  cast  in  the  election  of  Bishops. 
The  motion  prevailed  ;  whereupon  W.  F,  Mallalieu,  J. 
F.  Marlay,  and  C.  C.  Stratton  were  appointed. 

At  the  request  of  the  delegation  of  Black  River 
Conference,  David  A.  Stewart,  reserve  delegate,  was 
admitted  to  a  sent  in  the  Conference  in  place  of  Barney 
Whitney,  who  was  granted  leave  of  absence,  and  also 
placed  on  the  same  Committees. 

At  the  request  of  the  delegation  of  Maine  Confer- 
ence, Joseph  L.  Morse,  reserve  delegate,  was  admitted 
to  a  seat  in  the  Conference  in  place  of  Charles  Mun- 
ger,  and  placed  on  the  same  Committees. 

At  the  request  of  the  Wyoming  delegation,  Payne 
Pettibone  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  Conference 
in  place  of  Ziba  Bennett,  and  placed  on  the  same  Com- 
mittees. 

On  motion  of  J.  M.  Trimble,  the  special  order  of  the 
day,  namely,  the  election  of  Bishops,  was  then 
taken  up. 

The  Chair  announced  the  names  of  the  following 
persons  as  tellers,  namely : 


Kot  more  than 
eight  to  bo 
chosen. 


Henderson  Ritchie,  B.  I.  Ives, 

John  B.  Qnigg,  Otis  Gibson, 

Wm.  G.  Queal,  W.  K.  Marshall, 

Nathaniel  G.  Taylor,  W.  Deering, 

Wm.  R.  Woodward,  J.  J.  Right, 

James  F.  Chalfant,  J.  Nicols. 

On  motion  of  J,  M.  Trimble,  it  was  ordered  that  if 
more  than  eight  persons  should  receive  a  majority  of 
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the  votes  cast,  the  eight  having  the  highest  number    ^VTay  31. 

should  be  declared  duly  elected.  whtobnth 

Amos  Shinkle   presented  the  following  resolution,      -*'"'•"»"£'■ 

,  ^  &  5    g^jnkle's     mo- 

namely :  uon        that 

every      ballot 
shall    contain 
Resolved,  That  every  ballot  cast  for  the  election  of  Bishops  shall      eight  names, 
contaiu  eight  names,  and  that  any  ballot  having  a  less  number 
shall  not  be  counted  by  the  tellers. 

George  G.  Reynolds  moved  to  amend   by  adding  RevnoWs's 

-,,,■,  1     ,1  •    •  ,  Amendment 

the   words,   "  that  any  ballot   containmg   more  than 
eight  names  shall  be  rejected." 

On  motion,  the  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid  Both    laid  on 

,       ,11  the  table. 

on  the  table. 

S.  D.  Brown  moved  that  if  more  than  eight  names  if  .more  than 

appear  on  any  ballot,  the  first  eight  shall  be  counted,  are    on   one 

provided  that  the  same  names  shall  be  counted  but  first      eight 

1  ..  Ml  ■  only  shall  be 

once,  and  it  pre\ailed.  counted. 

On  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  it  was  ordered  that  if  the  if  two  tickets 

^^  n       1  •     i  /-itt  /y«t  ^""^  folded   tO- 

tellers  find  two  or  more  tickets  folded  together  onered     gether    both 

as  a  single  ballot,  the  whole  shall  be  rejected.  jected. 

Thomas  J.  Thompson  moved  that  a  majority  of  all  Majority  of  au 

'^       .     ,  ,  T     1  .  ^"t**      ««»* 

the   votes  cast  be  required  to  elect,  and  the  motion      necessary  to  a 

.,     -  choice. 

prevailed. 

R.  W.  Thompson,  a  lay  delegate  of  the  Indiana  Con-  k.  w.  Thomp- 

,,  -  -,  .  son       moved 

ference,  moved  that  tne  laymen  demand  that  m  the  that  the  Lay- 
election  of  Bishops  the  two  orders  vote  separately.  a  *  separoi« 
Pending  a  discussion  by  the  laymen  of  the  question,  chair  decideo 
John  S.  M'Calmont  raised  the  point  of  order,  that  on  fjjri^^alate 
a  call  for  the  separate  vote  of  the  two  orders,  discus-     '^°^  '"ust  be 

^  '  taken      with- 

BJon  is  not  in  order.  out  debate. 

The  Chair   decided   the   point  to  be   well    taken ;  Appeal     from 
whereupon  an   appeal  to  the   Conference  was  taken      chair. " 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  the  ruling  of  the  Decision     8u»- 
Chair  was  sustained.  ^proved.""^ 

The  roll  of  laymen  was  then  called,  with  the  follow- 
ing result,  namely : 

Ayes — Albright  of  Philadelphia,  Albright  of  Pitts-  Ayes, 
burgh,  Bnldwin,  Bates,  Beadle,  Burr,  Berkley,  Bishop, 
Bonner,  Bradley,  Brownfield,  Campbell,  Claflin, 
Cooley,  English,  Evans,  Fish,  Hammer,  Harlan,  Hoyt, 
Lane,  Logan  of  Illinois,  M'Calmont,  Mallalieu,  Owen, 
Pettibone,  Price,  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Slavens,  Stillman, 
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Miay  21. 

ElOBTKKNTH 

Day. 

Morning. 
Noes. 


Bishop  Eich- 
srdson   takes 
lesve  of  Con- 
ference. 


Eeports   from 
Standing 
Committees. 


Education:  Re- 
port No.  II 
Baker  Uni- 


Strong,  Tasker,  Taylor  of  Lexington,  Thompson  of 
Indiana,  Wells  of  Mississippi,  Woodward — 37. 

Noes — Abernethy,  Ashcom,  Beale,  Benton,  BeiTy, 
Brown  of  Genesee,  Brown  of  Michigan,  Bruehl,  Bundy, 
Coldwell,  Carter,  Childs,  Comstock,  Cordozo,  Cornell, 
Corwin,  Critchfield,  Davisson,  Decker,  Deering,  De 
Pauw,  Dickhart,  Dillingham,  Dobbins,  Ebbert,  Elmore, 
Faber,  Fairchild,  Funk,  Garrett,  Gavitt,  Goodrich, 
Groo,  Hackedorn,  Harris,  Hill,  Holloway,  Hosford, 
Hubbard  of  East  Genesee,  Hubbard  of  West  Virginia, 
Ives,  Jones,  Keller,  Kimball,  Klippel,  Lawrence,  Lewis 
of  Minnesota,  Logan  of  West  Virginia,  MTntosh, 
M'Williams,  Miller,  Moore,  Moses,  Nicols,  Fatten, 
Petrie,  Plaisted,  Fhilljps,  Quinn,  Ramsey,  Rich,  Root, 
Saxe,  Schurmeier,  Shaw,  Shinkle,  Shoveler,  Sigler, 
Stewart,  Stoker,  Sprague,  Taylor  of  Holston,  Thomas, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Ward  well,  Wells  of  Troy, 
West,  Wilson,  Wright — 70. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Blaisdell,  Callahan,  Haskins, 
Landry,  Lewis  of  Missouri,  Muzzy,  Pond,  Rountree, 
Sanford,  Smith  of  Liberia,  Smith  of  Oregon,  Smith  of 
South-west  German,  Tourgee — 13. 

The  votes  in  favor  of  demanding  a  separate  vote  of 
laymen  were  37,  and  against  it  79;  so  the  motion  was 
lost  not  one  third  voting  in  favor  of  it. 

The  roll  of  the  Conferences  was  then  called,  the  tell- 
ers received  the  ballots  of  the  delegates,  and  with  three 
of  the  Secretaries,  the  three  members  appointed  by  the 
Conference  retired  to  count  the  votes. 

On  motion  of  A.  S.  Hunt  the  order  of  business  was 
suspended,  and  Bishop  Richardson,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Canada,  was  introduced,  and  ad- 
dressed words  of  farewell  to  the  Conference. 

The  regular  call  for  reports  from  Standing  and  Spe- 
cial Committees  was  then  resumed,  and  the  following 
Reports  were  presented,  namely  : 

Report  No.  11  of  the  Committee,  on  Education  was 
read,  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

REPORT  XO.   II. — BAKER  UXIVERSITY. 
The  Committee  on  Education  would  respectfully  report  back  the 
papers  relating  to  Baker  Universitj'  which  were  referred  to  it,  aad 
suggest  that  said  papers  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Education. 
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Report  No.  Ill,  from  the  same  Committee,  was  pre-     ^^^y  ^^' 
sented,  read,  and  adopted  as  follows :  Day. 


Morning. 


REPORT   NO.   III. 


The  Committee  on  Education,  having  carefully  considered  the  ^^J"""'  f^^'/jij" 
memorial  of  the  Mission  Conference  of  Germany  and  Switzerland,  ^^^^  '"^^j,^ ' 
relating  to  the  establishment  of  a  school  within  the  limits  of  said  Swiuerland. 
Conference,  would  report  the  following  resolutions: 

Rtsolved,  1.  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  our  brethren  in 
Germany  and  Switzerland  in  their  eftbrts  to  secure  educational  ad- 
vantages to  the  Methodist  youth  of  those  countries. 

Resolved.  2.  That  we  trust  great  success  may  attend  the  efforts 
of  Rev.  L.  S.  Jacoby,  D.D.,  to  collect  funds  to  aid  the  educational 
institutions  of  our  Church  in  Germany  and  Switzerland,  and  that 
we  cordially  recommend  him  to  the  sympathies  and  benevolence  of 
our  entire  Church  in  America. 

Report  No.  IV,  from  the  same  Committee,  was  read,  Report  No.  iv. 
laiil  on  the  table  under  the  rule,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  in  order  to  re-  Thomas  Cari- 

'  '^  ton  srespoDse 

ceive  a  paper  from  Thomas  Carlton,  the  Book  Agent,      to  John  Lan- 
in  response  to  the  report  of  John  Lanahan. 

It  was  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Special  Com-  ^o^^d  to  refer 

^  without  resd- 

mittee  on  the  Book  Concern  without  reading.  in&- 

J.  B.  Maxtield  moved  that  this  motion  be  laid  on  Laid  on  the  ta- 

the  table,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

Pending;  the  reading  of  the  paper,  G.  W.  Woodruff  ^"^ion  foraft- 

•^  °  r    r      5  ernoon     sea- 

moved  that  the  reading  be  suspended  to  admit  a  mo-      "o"- 
tion  for  an  afternoon  session. 

A.  Harmount  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table,  Laid  on  theta- 

ble. 

and  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion,  the  time  of  the  session  was  extended. 

The  paper  of  Thomas  Carlton  was  then  read,  and  re-  Paper  then  read 

/.  1  1  '11  •  T-.  A  and  referred. 

ferred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
[For  Paper,  see  Appendix  46.] 

During  the  reading  of  the  paper,  D.  H.  Ela  moved  Motion  to  sns- 

=>  »  r    r      >  pend  the 

to  suspend  its  further  reading,  and  refer  it  to  the  Spe-      reading. 

cial  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

J.  B.  Maxfield  moved  that  this  motion  lie  on  the  Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 
table,  and  his  motion  prevailed. 

John   Evans  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  and  ^^^'*'*  ^*^ 

asked  leave  to  file  a  protest  in  reference  to  the  action 

of  the  Conference  on  the  question  of  a  separate  vote 

of  ministers  and  laymen  in  the  election  of  Bishops,  but 

leave  was  not  sjranted. 
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On  motion  of  G.  Haven,  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness was  suspended,  and  Report  No.  V  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions  was  presented  and  read. 

On  motion  of  L.  Hitchcock,  the  rule  requiring  pro- 
posed changes  in  the  Discipline  to  lie  over  for  twenty- 
four  hours  before  action  is  had  on  them  was  suspended, 
and  the  report  was  then  adopted,  as  follows : 


Woman's  For- 
eign Mission- 
»ry  Society. 


Kevisals :     Be- 
port  No.  I. 


MISSIONS — REPORT  NO.  V. 

Having  carefully  considered  the  papers  referred  to  us  ou  the  sub- 
ject of  ti)e  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  we  recommend  the  following: 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  liereby  recognize  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society  as  an  efficient  agency  in  the  spread  of  the  Gospel, 
and  that  we  encourage  our  sisters  to  prosecute  their  work  with  no 
other  restrictions  than  at  present,  and  that  they  be  permitted  to 
pifblish  their  Report  in  connection  with  tiie  Report  of  the  Mission- 
ary Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Resolved,  2.  That  we  recommend  that  pastors  report  the  amount 
raised  in  their  several  cliarges  by  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,  and  tliat  such  report  be  published  in  the  General  Minutes. 

Resolved,  3.  That  we  recommend  that  all  real  estate  in  foreign 
lands  belonging  to  this  Society  be  held  for  it  by  the  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  trustee  in  trust. 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  presented  Report  No.  I, 
and  it  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 


Code  of  Ecclesi- 
astical Juris- 
prudence. 


Beport  No.  II. 


Sunday-Schools 
and  Tracts  : 
Eeport  No.  I. 


Hast'g  Amend- 
ment 


REVISALS— REPORT  NO.   I. 

The  Committee  ou  Revisals,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution 
on  the  appointment  of  a  commission  on  law,  respectfully  report  the 
following,  and  recommend  its  adoption  by  the  General  Conference: 

Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  and  are  hereby  requested  to  appoint 
a  Commission  of  six  persons,  three  ministers  and  three  laymen,  wiio.se 
duty  it  shall  be  to  prepare  gratuitously  a  succinct  code  of  ecclesias- 
tical jurisprudence  and  procedure,  embracing  the  general  principles 
applicable  to  Church  trials,  which  code  shall  be  reported  to  the  next 
Genera]  Conference. 

The  same  Committee  also  presented  Report  No.  H, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

F.  A.  Hester  moved  that  the  Conference  do  now 
adjourn,  which  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  H.  C.  Dickhaut,  Report  No.  I  of  the 
Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts  was  taken 
up  and  read. 

William  Nast  moved  to  amend  by  transferring  the 
work  of  editing  tracts  from  the  Editor  of  the  Monthly 
Magazine  to  the  Editor  of  the  Apologist, 

A  motion  to  lay  this  amendment  on  the  table  was 
lost. 
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J.  liothweiler  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, tliat  the  words  "  Family  Library  "  be  stricken 
from  the  report. 

On  motion,  this  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

William  Nast's  amendment  was  then  lost  by  a  count 
vote  of  177  to  177,  and  the  report  was  adopted,  as 
follows : 


IMay  ai. 

ElOHTEENTM 

Day. 
Morning. 

Eothweiler'8 
Amendment 
lost. 

Nast's  Amend- 
ment lost. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS  AND  TRACTS — REPORT  NO.   I. 

Tour  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  papers  on  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  German  Sunday-School  Publishing  Department  of 
the  Y^'estern  Metliodist  Book  Concern,  have  considered  the  same, 
and  present  the  following: 

In  consideration  of  the  importance  and  the  pressing  necessity  of 
the  Sunday-school  work,  and  in  compliance  with  the  unanimous  de- 
sire of  the  various  German  Conferences  and  German  Sunday-School 
Conventions,  and  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that,  by  granting  the 
petitions  of  said  Conferences  and  Conventions,  we  do  not  create  an 
ofiBce  for  a  new  man,  but  simply  divide  the  editorial  force  employed 
on  German  publications,  making  each  personally  responsible  for  his 
own  work,  and  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  expenses  to  be 
incurred  are  reasonably  moderate,  therefore  we  present  the  follow- 
ing change,  to  be  made  in  the  Book  of  Discipline,  Part  V,  sec.  6, 
paragraph  6,  item  7,  so  as  to  read: 

"  There  shall  be  an  editor  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  Chris- 
tian Apologist  and  German  publications  of  the  General  Catalogue ; 
and  also  an  editor  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  monthly  family 
magazine,  the  Sunday-School  Bell,  th.e  Family  Library,  and  other 
Sunday-school  publications  and  tracts." 

On  motion  of  William  Lawrence,  the  regular  order 
of  business  was  suspended,  and  the  Report  of  the  Spe- 
cial Committee  on  the  Relation  of  the  Benevolent  In- 
stitutions of  the  Church  to  the  General  Conference 
■was  taken  up. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

J.  B.  Wakeley  was  excused  for  to-morrow's  session, 
and  L.  H.  King,  a  reserve  delegate,  was  admitted  to 
his  seat. 

E.  K.  Hosford,  of  South-eastern  Indiana  Conference, 
was  granted  leave  of  absence,  and  J.  H.  V.  Smith  was 
admitted  to  his  seat  after  to-day. 

The  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Rela- 
tion of  Benevolent  Institutions  of  the  Church  to  the 
General  Conference  was  then  read  and  adopted,  as 
follows : 


Grerman  Editors 
and  Publica- 
tions. 


Report  of  Sp*" 
cial  Commit- 
tee on  Benev- 
olent Socie- 
ties. 


Wakeley  ex- 
cused. King 
admitted. 


Hosford  haa 
leave  of  ab- 
sence. Smith 
admitted. 

Report  read  and 
adopted. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON   BENEVOLENT  SOCIETIES. 
The  special  Committee  "appointed  to  consider  and  report  con- 
cerning the  relations  of  our  various  benevolent  societies  to   the 
authorities  of  the  Church,  and  whether  any  action  is  necessary,  and 
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^May  lil.  if  so  what,  to  place  them  under  the  full  control  of  the  General  Con- 

BiGHTSBNTii  ference,"  has  considered  the  subject  stated,  and  now 
Dat. 
Morning.  REPORT 

that  there  are  five  benevolent  societies  which  have  received  the 
sanction  of  the  General  Conference,  and  with  which  it  is  more  or 
less  remotely  connected,  to  wit: 

1.  Tlie  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in- 
corporated by  tlie  Legislature  of  Xew  York ; 

2.  The  Cliurch  Extension   Society  of  the    Methodist 
Church,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania; 

3.  The  Board  of  Education  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  New  York ; 

4.  The  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  New  York;   and. 

5.  The  Tract  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  incor- 
porated by  the  Legislature  of  New  York. 

The  corporation  organized  under  a  general  law  of  Ohio,  known  as 
the  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States, 
does  not  seem  to  come  within  the  inquiry  directed  to  be  made  by 
the  Committee. 

The  two  corporations,  constituting  what  is  known  as  "  the  Book 
Concern,"  do  not  fall  within  tlie  inquiry  directed  to  be  made  by  the 
Committee. 

The  Chartered  Fund  is  controlled  by  a  corporation,  but  it  is  not  a 
benevolent  society  within  the  meaning  of  the  resolution  under  which 
the  Committee  was  appointed. 

The  "Freedmen's  Aid  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church," 
incorporated  under  a  general  law  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  is  a  benevo- 
lent society,  but  it  is  not  in  anj-  respect  under  the  jurisdiction  or 
control  of  the  General  Conference. 

THE   BOARD   OF   EDUCATION. 

The  government  of  the  corporation  known  as  "  The  Board  of 
Education  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  and  the  manage- 
ment of  its  propert}-,  business,  and  aflairs,  are  vested  in  a  board  of 
twelve  trustees,  of  whom  six  are  by  its  charter  required  to  be  min- 
isters, including  two  Bishops,  and  six  to  be  laymen,  all  so  arranged 
that  the  terms  of  ofBce  of  four  of  the  trustees  expire  and  are  to  be 
fiUed  by  the  General  Conference  at  each  quadrennial  session.  This 
arrangement,  secured  by  the  charter,  places  the  corporation  under 
fuU  control  of  the  General  Conference,  and  no  further  action  is 
necessary  for  that  purpose, 

THE   MISSIONARY   SOCIETY. 

The  management  and  disposition  of  the  affairs  and  property  of 
the  corporation  known  as  "  The  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  "  are  by  its  charter  vested  in  a  Board  of  Managers 
to  be  annually  elected  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  to  be  called  for 
that  purpose,  and  held  in  the  City  of  New  York  at  such  time  and 
on  such  notice  as  the  Board  of  Managers,  for  the  time  being,  shak 
previously  prescribe. 

The  members  of  the  Board  are  elected  by  members  of  the  Society, 
and  the  members  of  the  Society  are  those  persons  who  become  such 
by  the  payment  of  twenty  dollars  or  more  to  its  funds. 

The  General  Conference  has  no  legal  connection  with  the  Society, 
except  only  that  by  the  charter  it  is  provided  that  the  Corrc-^poud- 
ing  Secretaries  of  said  Society  shall  be  elected  by  the  General  Con- 
ference, and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  four  years,  and  until  their 
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Buccessors  are  elected,  and  that  in  case  of  vacancy  the  Bishops  shall 
elect  their  successors  to  hold  till  the  ensuing  General  Conference. 

But  as  the  whole  management  is  vested  in  the  Board  elected  by 
members  of  the  Society,  the  Corresponding  Secretaries  are  powerless 
to  represent  any  interest  of  the  Church  or  of  the  Conference  inde- 
pendent of  the  will  of  the  Board.  It  is  evident,  too,  that  tlie  multi- 
tude of  members  of  the  Society,  scattered  widely  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  either  cannot  or  will  not  participate  in  the  election  of  a 
Board  of  Managers.  It  is  equally  evident  tlial  local  combinations 
are  liable  to  be  formed  eacti  year  to  change  the  management  of  the 
corporation,  and  obtain  control  of  its  great  resources.  We  do  not 
express  or  intimate  any  doubt  of  the  judicious  and  faithful  manage- 
ment of  the  Society,  but  it  is  high  time  to  close  the  door  against  the 
possibility  of  danger  in  the  future.  The  provision  of  the  charter, 
that  the  Board  of  Managers  "  shall  have  such  other  power  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  corporation 
in  conformity  with  the  constitution  of  the  Society  as  it  now  exists, 
or  as  it  may" — in  the  manner  therein  provided — "be  from  time  to 
time  amended,"  gives  no  adequate  security  for  the  proper  manage- 
ment of  the  corporation.  Tlie  constitution  can  ''  not  be  altered  ex- 
cept by  the  concurrence  both  of  the  General  Conference,  and  of  the 
Board  of  Maiiagers." 

The  General  Conference,  as  the  supremo  legislative  authority  of 
the  Church,  and  having  in  charge  all  its  great  interests  for  the  diffu- 
sion of  Christian  civilization,  should  have  a  controlling  power  in  all 
the  missionary  operations  carried  on  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
Church.  The  act  of  incorporation  is  subject  to  a  general  law,  which 
declares  that  "  the  charter  of  every  corporation  that  shall  hereafter 
be  granted  by  the  Legislature  shall  be  subject  to  alteration,  suspen- 
sion, and  repeal,  in  tlie  discretion  of  tlie  Legislature."  To  place 
this  corporation  under  the  control  of  the  General  Conference,  it  will 
be  proper  to  procure  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to  amend  the  charter 
so  as  to  provide  that  tlie  Board  of  Managers  shall  be  elected  by  the 
General  Conference.  In  this  respect  the  charter  of  the  Board  of 
Education  furnishes  a  model  which  would  seem  to  secure  stability 
and  proper  management. 


INIay  ai. 


Morning. 


THE   CHURCH   EXTENSION   SOCIETY. 

Under  the  charter  and  constitution  of  the  Church  Extension  Soci- 
ety, the  management  and  disposition  of  its  affairs  and  property  are 
vested  in  a  Board  of  Managers,  consisting  of  thirty-five  laymen,  a 
majority  being  members  of  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
thirty  ministers  of  the  Church.  The  Board  of  Managers  are  elected 
annuallj'-  by  members  of  the  Society,  wiio  are  composed  of  "such 
members  and  friends  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Ciuirch  as  sliall 
contribute  not  less  than  one  dollar  per  annum  toward  the  promo- 
tion of  the  general  purposes  of  the  Society."  All  ofQcers  of  the 
Society  other  than  members  of  the  Board  are  appointed  by  the 
Board,  except  that  by  the  terms  of  the  constitution  it  is  declared  that 
'■  the  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  be  appointed  by  the  General 
Conference.  .  .  .  Should  a  vacancy  occur  by  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise,  the  Board  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  the  office  until 
the  next  ensuing  annual  meeting,  when  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
Bishops,  General  Committee,  and  Board  of  Managers  shall  fill  the 
vacancy." 

The  preamble  to  the  charter  contains  a  recital  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  have  agreed 
to  associate  themselves  together  in  the  formation  of  a  society,  to 
carry  out  certain  objects  thereinafter  set  forth  under  the  supervision 
and  direction  of  the  General  Conference.    If  the  General  Conference 
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should  prescribe  directions,  and  the  managers  of  the  Society  sliould 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  pursue  them,  a  fine  opportunity  would  be 
aflbrded  for  ]iti<ration. 

Tlie  constitutiou  of  the  Society  can  be  altered,  not  inconsistent 
•witli  the  charter,  and  is  made  binding  on  the  oflBcers  and  managers; 
but  no  alteration  can  be  made  without  the  united  action  of  the 
Board  and  the  General  Conference. 

The  mode  of  electing  tlie  Board  of  Managers  has  all  the  objection- 
able features  of  elections  in  the  Missionary  Society,  and  the  plan  of 
filling  vacancies  in  tlie  office  of  Corresponding  Secretary  is  compli- 
cated and  unsatisfactory,  since  neitlier  the  Bishops  nor  any  repre- 
sentatives of  Church  autliority  controls  it. 

We  have  no  reason  to  doubi  the  judicious  and  faithful  manage- 
ment of  this  corporation.  But  it  is  practically  independent  of  all 
Church  authority  in  the  management  of  its  affairs. 

The  remedy  is  by  an  amendment  of  the  Charter  so  as  to  provide 
that  the  General  Conference  shall  elect  and  perpetuate  a  Board,  and 
for  tlie  filling  of  vacancies  in  the  recess  of  the  Conference  b}'  the 
appointment  of  the  Bishops.  To  this  the  existing  corporation  would 
doubtless  consent.  If  difiBeulties  are  found  in  the  way  in  this  re- 
spect, an  independent  corporation  can  be  created  subject  to  the 
General  Conference. 

THE   TRACT   SOCIETY. 

The  organization  and  management  of  the  Tract  Society  are  regu- 
lated by  a  charter  and  constitution  substantially  similar  to  the 
Missionary  Society.  The  same  objections  exist  alike  to  both,  and 
the  same  remedy  should  be  alike  applied. 


THE   SUNDAY-SCHOOL   UNION. 

The  Sunday-School  Union  is  in  the  same  condition  substantially 
as  the  Missionary  Society,  and  the  same  remarks  are  equally  appli- 
cable to  both. 

The  Committee  are  required  by  the  resolution  appointing  them 
"to  comidtr  and  report  concerning  the  relations  of  our  various  be- 
nevolent societies  to  the  authorities  of  the  Church,"  etc. 

AVe  iiave  done  so. 

We  find  that  the  powers  of  some  of  these  benevolent  corporations 
might  he  profitably  enlarged  and  liberalized.  Under  proper  limita- 
tions, the}-  might  be  made  more  useful  if  authorized  to  receive  n)oney 
on  payment  of  life  annuities. 

The  rigiit  to  hold  certain  offices  is  limited  to  laymen  and  minis- 
ters. No  law  of  the  Ciiurch  prohibits  women  from  bein^r  ministers. 
As  such  they  can  hold  offices  to  which  ministers  are  eligible.  Buc 
women  should  be  equally  eligible  to  all  offices  to  which  laymen  are 
eligible. 

The  time  has  gone  by  when  persons  should  be  excluded  from 
Church  offices  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  sex.  And  when  women 
are  admitted  to  office  in  Church  corporations,  tiie  way  will  be  open 
to  give  them  a  just  share  of  the  employment  in  every  department 
of  the  Book  Concern,  and  in  all  the  enterprises  which  promote  tem- 
poral and  spiritual  good. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  are  hereby  directed  to  take  such  meas- 
ures as  tiiey  may  deem  proper  to  secure  by  law  such  form  of 
organization  of  the  various  benevolent  corporations  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  as  will  place  all  under  the  full  control  of  the 
General  Conference. 

Daniel  Curry  moved  that  this  same  Special  Com- 
mittee be  iusirueted  to  report  to  this  Conference  full 
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Boards  of  Directois  for  the  various  benevolent  socie-     ^viay  si. 
ties,  as  provided  for  in  the  report.  '^"day!"™ 

Wra.  Lawrence  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the      Morning. 
Bishops,  instead  of  the  Special  Committee,  shall  make  ^no^^jnate    ** 
these  nominations.  Boards. 

D,  Curry  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table, 
but  it  did  not  prevail. 

The  amendment  then  prevailed,  and  the  orginal 
motion,  a<  amended,  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  R.  S.  Foster,  it  was  ordered  that  the  Protest  of  John 
protest  of  John  Evans  and  others  in  reference  to  the     others. 
action  of  the  Conference  on  the  question  of  a  separate 
vote  in  the  election  of  Bishops  be  received,  read,  and 
entered  on  the  Journal. 

Oliver  Hoyt  moved  that  when   the  Conference  ad-  Conference    to 

meet  at  half- 

journ  it  adjourn  to  meet   at  hall-past  three  o  clock     past      three 
to-day,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

J.  K.  Burr,  of  Newark  Conference,  was  granted  leave  Burr  has  leave 
of  absence  for  the  day,  and  Stacy  W.  Hilliard  was  ad-  Hiiiiard'  ad" 
mitted  to  his  seat. 

John  Evans  then  presented  the  following  protest, 
and  it  was  read  and  entered  on  the  Journal : 

PROTEST. 
General  Conference  Room,  May  21,  1872. 
To  THE  General  Conference: — We,  lay  dele,s:ates,  who  tlioiight 
it  right  to  record  our  names  for  a  separate  vote  of  the  two  orders  in 
the  election  of  Bishops,  respectfully  protest  asainst  tlie  proceeding 
this  morning  by  which  we  were  placed  in  a  false  liKht.  After  one 
speech  for  the  movement  and  two  speeciies  against  it,  we  were  re- 
quired to  vote  in  silence,  and  not  allowed  a  word  of  explanation. 

We  further  protest  against  our  votes  being  regarded  as  in  any 
sense  hostile  or  antagonistic  to  our  ministers,  and  we  challenge  tliose 
who  voted  against  ns  to  a  contest  in  our  love  and  esteem  for  them. 
John  Evans,  Summerfield  Baldwin, 

B.  R.  Bonner,  Oliver  Hoyt, 

James  W.  L.  Slavens,  D.  M.  Bates, 

Hiram  Price,  George  G.  Reynolds, 

Charles  Albright,  Thomas  Mallalieu, 

Thomas  T.  Tasker,  Richard  W.  Thompson, 

William  R.  Woodward,  Charles  Albright, 

William  A.  Burr,  H.  S.  Lane, 

W.  H.  H.  Beadle,  John  Brownfield, 

I.  A.  Hammer,  David  Campbell, 

E.  H.  Rogers,  James  Strong, 

W.  N.  Berkley. 

George  G.  Hackedorn  moved  that  other  laymen 
be  permitted  to  sign  this  protest  if  they  so  desired, 
and  the  motion  prevailed. 
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Fn-edinen :  Re- 
port No.  I. 

J,t«renoe'8 
Amendment. 


On  motion  of  J.  M.  Walden,  Report  No.  I  of  the 
Committee  on  Freedmen  was  taken  up  and  read. 

Wm.  Lawrence  presented  the  following  resolution 
as  an  amendment  to  the  report,  and  the  amendment 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  phall  take  the  necessary  measures  to 
procure  an  act  of  incorporation  which  shall  carry  out  the  objects  of 
the  Constitution. 


African  Coloni- 
zjition. 


Thomas  Bow- 
man, William 
1>.  Harris, 
liandolph  S. 
Foster. 


On  motion  of  W.  R.  Clark,  the  whole  subject  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Bishop  Janes,  the  subject  of 
African  colonization  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Freedmen  for  consideration. 

The  tellers  then  reported  the  vote  for  the  election 
of  Bishops,  and  the  Chair  announced  the  result,  as 
follows  : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  408.  Necessary  to  a 
choice,  205. 

Thomas  Bowman  received  293  votes,  William  L. 
Harris  received  270  votes,  and  Randolph  S.  Foster 
received  232  votes,  and.  they  were  declared  duly 
elected  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  adjourned.  After  the 
doxology  was  sung  the  benediction  was  pronounced 
by  Bishop  Janes. 


A/Urncon. 


Free<lmen :  R 
port  No.  L 


TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  21. 

Tlie  Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Bishop  Ames  in  the  chair. 

T.  J.  Thompson,  of  Wilmington  Conference,  con- 
ducted the  usual  religious  services. 

On  motion.  Report  No.  I  of  the  Committee  on 
Freedmen,  and  as  amended,  was  taken  up  and  adopted 
as  follows : 


FREEDMEN — EEPORT  NO.    I. 

The  Committee  on  Freedmen  recommend  to  the  Greneral  Confer- 
ence the  following  action : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  for  the  official 
recognition  of  the  Freedraen's  Aid  Society  be  granted,  and  that  said 
Society  be  and  hereby  is  recognized  as  a  regular  constituted  Soci- 
ety of  the  Methodist  P]piscopal  Church  under  the  following  pream- 
ble and  constitution,  namely: 
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Whereas,  The  usefulness  and  success  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  South  requires  the  maintenance  and  success  of  vari- 
ous grades  among  the  freedmen :  and. 

Whereas,  There  is  no  specific  provision  by  benevolent  organiza- 
tion in  our  Church  to  meet  this  special  educational  work  of  the 
freedmen ;  we,  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  do  therefore  organize  this  Society  under  the  following  Con- 
stitution, with  the  name  and  for  the  purpose  therein  declared : 

"ARTICLE  I. 

"  This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  Freedmen's  Aid  So- 
ciety of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"ARTICLE   n. 
"  Its  object  shall  be  to  labor  for  the  education  and  special  aid  of 
freedmen  and  others,  especially  in  co-operation  with  the  Missionary 
and  Church  Extension  Societies  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"ARTICLE  ni. 

"  The  contribution  of  one  dollar  during  any  year,  and  attendance 
at  the  annual  meeting,  shall  constitute  a  member  of  this  Society. 

"  Any  person  contributing  twenty  dollars  ($20)  to  its  treasury 
shall  be  an  honorary  member;  any  person  contributing  one  hun- 
dred dollars  ($100)  shall  be  an  honorary  manager ;  any  person  con- 
tributing five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  shall  be  a  patron. 


IMny  31. 
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Constitution  of 
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man's  Aid 
Society. 


"ARTICLE    ir. 

"  Sec.  1.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Managers,  consisting  of  one 
minister  and  one  layman  from  each  of  the  mission  districts,  ap- 
pointed quadrennially  by  the  General  Conference,  on  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  delegates  of  the  Annual  Conferences  within  said  dis- 
tricts respectivelj'. 

"■Sec.  2.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall,  during  the  ses.sion  of  the 
General  Conference  by  which  they  are  appointed,  organize  by  the 
election  of  a  President,  one  or  more  Vice-Presidents,  and  a  Record- 
ing Secretary,  who  shall  also  be  officers  of  tlie  Societ.y.  And  they 
shall  at  the  same  time,  and  annually  thereafter,  elect  an  Executive 
Committee  of  nine  persons,  the  majority  of  whom  shall  reside  in 
tiie  city  of  Cincinnati,  to  which  Committee  the  business  of  tite  So- 
ciety shall  be  intrusted  during  the  interim  between  the  meetings 
of  the  Board.  The  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  of 
the  Board  of  Managers,  and  all  officers  of  the  Society,  shall  hold 
their  office  until  their  successors  are  appointed. 


"iSec.  1.  The  General  Conference,  at  each  of  its  sessions,  siiall 
elect  a  Corresponding  Secretary  for  the  term  of  four  years,  whose 
office  shall  be  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  and  who  shall  be  a  member 
ex  officio  of  the  Executive  Committee.  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy 
this  office  shall  be  filled  by  the  Board  of  Managers. 

"■Sec.  2.  The  Agent  of  the  Western  Methodist  Book  Concern 
shall  be  the  Treasurer,  with  such  Assistant  Treasurers  as  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  may  designate. 

"  Sec.  3.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  annu- 
ally make  an  exhibit  of  the  transactions  and  condition  of  the  Soci- 
ety to  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  a  Quadrennial  Report  to  the 
General  Conference. 

"ARTICLE    VI. 

"  Tiiere  shall  be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  Executive  Committee  shall  determine,  and  also  of 
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tlie  Board  of  Managers  at  the  same  time  and  place,  for  the  election 
of  officers  and  the  transaction  of  other  business,  to  which  an  ex- 
liibit  of  the  transactions  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  pre- 
sented. 


ARTICLE   VII. 


"  The  General  Conference  sliall  have  power  to  amend  this  consti- 
tution bj"-  a  majority  vote." 

Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  shall  take  the  necessary  measures  to 
procure  an  act  of  incorporation  wliich  will  carry  out  the  objects 
of  this  constitution. 


''Steiu.rtjfn  V        Report  No.  V  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  was 


leportNo.  V. 


presented,  read,  and  adopted  as  follows : 


Tenure    of  the 
Episcopal  Of- 


EPISCOPACY — REPORT  NO.  V. 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  respectfully  report  to  the  General 
Conference : 

That  in  their  judgment  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  any  cliange  in 
the  tenure  of  the  episcopal  office,  or  in  the  mode  of  consecrating 
Bishops. 

Tlie  Committee  also  recommend  that  no  action  be  taken  in  sup- 
port of  the  memorials  referred  to  them  asking  tiiat  an  elder,  elected 
to  preside  in  an  Annual  Conference  in  the  absence  of  a  Bishop,  be 
authorized  to  ordain  preachers  eligible  to  the  office  of  Deacon  and 
Elder. 


Time  and  place       J.  M.  Trimble  presented  the  following  resolution, 

for      Ordina-  \  &  > 

tion  of  Bish-  and  it  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three,  chosen  by  the  Committee 
on  Episcopacy,  be  associated  with  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
and  the  presiding  Bisliops  to  arrange  for  the  time  and  place  of  or- 
daining the  Bishops  elected  at  this  session  of  the  General  Con- 
ference. 

Appeals:    Ee-       Reports  Nos.  II,  III,  and  IV  of  the  Committee  on 
111,  and  IV. '  Appeals  were   presented,  read,   and  entered  on   the 
Journal,  as  follows : 


Appeal  of  J.  8. 
Moore. 


Appeal  of  Rich- 
ard May. 


APPEALS — REPORT  NO.   II. 

J.  S.  Moore,  a  member  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Conference,  was 
tried  by  said  Conference  on  charges  of  immorality  and  undisciplinary 
conduct,  and  was  expelled  from  the  Church,  from  which  decision  he 
took  an  appeal  to  the  General  Conference. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  have  inquired  into  this  case,  and  have 
ordered  that  the  case  of  J.  S.  Moore  be  remanded  to  the  Southern 
Illinois  Conference  for  a  new  trial. 

Ricliard  May,  a  member  of  the  California  Conference,  was  tried  by 
said  Conference  on  charges  of  immorality,  and  was  expelled  from  tlie 
Churcli,  from  whicli  decision  he  appealed. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Appeals,  liaving  inquired  into  this  case,  have 
ordered  that  the  case  of  Richard  May  be  remanded  to  the  California 
Conference  for  a  new  trial. 
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REPORT   NO.    III. 

B.  D.  Palmer,  a  member  of  the  Newark  Conference,  was  tried  by- 
said  Conference  on  the  ciiarge  of  dishouesly  in  business  transactions, 
and  was  expelled  by  said  Conference  from  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  from  which  decision  he  appealed  to  this  body. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals,  having  inquired  into  the  case,  in  view 
of  the  desire  on  the  part  of  both  the  Conference  and  tlie  appellant 
for  a  new  trial  of  the  case,  have  ordered  that  the  case  be  remanded 
for  a  new  trial. 


Miay  SI. 

ElBHTEEHTB 
DAT. 

Afternoon. 
Appeal  of  B.  D- 
Palmer. 


REPORT   NO.   IV. 

T.  B.  Taylor,  a  member  of  the  Kansas  Conference,  was  tried  by    AwealofT.  B. 
said  Conference  on  charges  of  holding  and  disseminating  doctrines         ''^  "'■ 
contrary  to  our  articles  of  religion,  and  was  by  said  Conference  ex- 
pelled from  the  M.  E.  Church,  from  wliich  decision  he  appealed  to 
this  General  Conference. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  have  inquired  into  this  case,  and  have 
ordered  that  it  be  remanded  for  a  new  trial. 

Report  No.  I  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  was   ^'^^^^^I'-f^ 
presented,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Report  No.  II  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  was  ^^g^^rtNo'iL 
taken  up,  and  Item  No,  1,  pertaining  to  the  Rocky 
Mountain    Conference,   was    read    and    adopted    as 
follows : 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Conference  shall  include  the  Territories  of 
Utah,  Idaiio,  and  Montana,  and  that  portion  of  Wyoming  Territory 
not  included  in  the  Colorado  Conference. 


On  motion  of  William  M'K.  Hester,  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
the  ConfL'rence  proceeded  to  vote  for  five  additional 
Bishops. 

The  roll  of  Conferences  was  then  called,  and  the 
tellers  received  the  ballots  of  the  delegates. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  when  ballots  are 
cast  with  names  other  than  the  proper  given  names 
of  the  parties,  the  tellers  shall  use  their  discretion  ia 
counting  them. 

On  motion  of  A.  M.  Osbon,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
tellers  sit  with  closed  doors  while  counting  the  vote, 
and  report  through  the  President  to  the  Conference. 

The  tellers  and  Secretaries  then  retired  to  count  the 
ballots. 

Rev.  Mr.  Sanderson,  delegate  from  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church  in  Canada,  then  addressed  the 
Conference. 


Election  of 
Bishops. 


Tellers  have 
discretion  in 
certain  cases. 


Tellers  to  sit 
with  closed 
doors. 


Rev.  Mr.  San- 
derson ad- 
dressed the 
Conference. 
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Mlay  31. 

ElOHTEXNTH 

Day. 

Afternoon. 

Motion  to  take 

up       Report 

j/o.         II      OR 

Church     Ex- 
sion    laid  on 
the  table. 
Motion   to    ad- 
journ lost. 
Boundaries : 
Ksport  No.  II. 
Black  Eiver. 


Minority 
port 


A.  J.   Phelps'f 
amendment. 


Laid     on     the 
t.ible. 


Chicag'o  Ger- 
man, North- 
west German, 
Central  Ohio. 


A.  J.  Kynett  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  busi- 
ness in  order  to  take  up  Report  No.  II  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Church  Extension,  but  the  motion  did 
not  prevail. 

R.  A.  Caruthers  moved  that  the  Conference  ad- 
journ, but  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  consideration  of  Report  No.  II  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Boundaries  was  then  resumed,  and  G.  B. 
Jocelyn  moved  to  adopt  so  much  of  said  report  as 
pertains  to  the  Black  River  Conference. 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  a  minority  report,  signed 
by  himself  and  four  others,  which  was  then  read,  on 
motion  of  J.  S.  M'Murray. 

On  motion  of  T.  M.  Eddy,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  Tliat  in  considering  the  reports  on  boundaries  it  shall 
be  in  order,  where  tiiere  are  differences  between  the  delegates  of 
Conferences  interested,  for  each  party  to  have  thirty  minutes,  when 
the  debate  shall  close  and  the  vote  be  taken,  but  not  so  as  to  ex- 
clude motions  for  amendments  or  a  substitute,  as  in  other  cases, 
but  the  vote  shall  be  taken  on  amendments  or  substitute  without 
debate. 

A.  J.  Phelps  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  report 
of  the  majority,  that  the  boundaries  of  the  Black 
River  Conference  remain  unchanged. 

On  motion  of  L.  D.  White,  the  whole  matter  rela- 
tive to  Black  River  Conference  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  eleven  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

Items  Nos.  3,  4,  and  5  of  this  report,  relating  to  the 
Chicago  German,  North-west  German,  and  Central 
Ohio  Conferences,  were  read  and  adopted  as  follows : 

The  Cliicago  German  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of 
"Wisconsin,  except  those  appointments  along  the  Mississippi  River, 
and  tliat  part  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois  north  of  an  east  and  west  line 
passing  through  the  city  of  Bloomington;  also  excepting  tlie  terri- 
tory now  in  tiie  South-west  German  Conference,  and  east  of  a  north 
and  south  line  passing  through  the  city  of  Freeport,  and  that  part 
of  the  State  of  Indiana  west  of  the  line  between  the  counties  of  St. 
Jo.seph  and  Elkhart,  and  north  of  the  line  between  Stark  and 
Pulaski  counties. 

The  North-west  German  Conference  sliall  include  the  State  of 
Minnesota,  and  that  part  of  the  State  of  Iowa  north  of  an  east  and 
west  line  passing  through  the  city  of  Clinton,  and  that  pait  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  lying  west  of  the  bounds  of  the  Chicago  German 
Confcrouce. 

Central  Ohio  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
north  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio;  on  the  east  by  the  North  Ohio  Con- 
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ference;  on  the  south  by  the  Springfield  branch  of  the  Cleveland, 
Columbus,  and  Cincinnati  Railroad,  to  the  west  line  of  the  Ohio 
Conference,  yet  so  as  to  exclude  St.  Paul's  Charge,  in  Delaware  and 
Milford,  and  to  include  Marysville;  thence  to  the  west  hne  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  by  tlie  north  line  of  tlie  Cincinnati  Conference,  and  on 
the  west  by  tlie  west  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Item  Xo.  6,  relating  to  the  Colorado  Conference, 
was  read  and  adopted. 

But  on  motion  of  E.  H.  Waring,  the"  motion  to 
adopt  was  reconsidered,  and  the  item  was  recom- 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  D.  Curry,  the  order  of  business  was 
suspended,  and  Report  No.  II  of  the  Committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Church  was  taken  up  and  read. 

H.  Slicer  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  make  attendance 
on  class-meetings  obligatory,  by  inserting  the  old 
chapter  of  the  Discipline  on  that  subject. 

On  motion,  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table,  and, 
on  further  motion,  the  report  Avas  laid  on  the  table. 

The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Chair  announced  the 
result   of  the  ballot  as  follows  : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  400  ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  201. 

Isaac  W.  Wiley  received  256  votes,  and  Stephen 
M.  Merrill  received  223  votes,  and  they  were  declared 
duly  elected  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  adjourned.  After  the 
doxology  was  sung,  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
Bishop  Scott. 


M:ny  31. 

EienTEENTH 
DAT. 

Afternoon. 


Stato  of  the 
Church:  Ke- 
port  No.  11. 


Sheer's  Amend- 
ment. 


Laid     on     the 
table. 


Election         of 
Bishops. 


Isaac  W.  Wiley, 
Stephen  M. 
Merrill. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  22. 

Conference  met  this  morning.  Bishop  Ames  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Enoch  G.  Wood,  of  the  South-eastern  Indiana  Con- 
ference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  sessions,  morning  and 
afternoon,  was  read  and  approved. 

At  the  request  of  the  Cincinnati  delegation,  Philip 
B.  Swing,  lay  delegate  from  that  Conference,  was  ad- 
20 


IVEay  32. 

NlNBTEENTH 

Day. 


P.  B.  Swing  ad- 
mitted. 
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May  22.     niitted   to   the   seat   hitherto   occupied   by  John   M. 
''"dT't''™     Phillips,  a  reserve  delegate,  and  was  appointed  to  the 

same  Committees. 
L.    w.    Pond       At  the  request  of  the   Ncav   England   delegation, 
f.  Kniei  ad-  Luciiis  W,  Pond  was  excused  for  the  remainder  of  the 
"'     ■  session,  and  Thomas  Kniel,  a  reserve  delegate,  was 

admitted  to  his  seat  and  appointed  to  the  same  Com- 
mittees. 
EU-otion       of       On  motion  of  Benjamin  R.  Bonner,  the  order  of 
"*  °^^'         business  was  suspended,  and  the  Conference  proceeded 
to  ballot  for  three  additional  Bisliops. 
Ballot  cast  The  tellers  thereupon   received  the  ballots  of  the 

delegates,  and,  together  with  three  of  the  Secretaries 
and  the  three  persons  appointed  to  assist  the  Secreta- 
ries, retired  to  count  the  ballots, 
^h^r'  permit*  Samuel  Barnes  arose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  and 
certai^  ''cor-  l^ave  was  granted  him  to  print  certain  corrections  and 
1)^11°"  Advo"  explanations  in  the  Daily  Advocate. 
•=^'«'  On  motion   of  Daniel  Curry,  the  regular  order  of 

business  was  suspended,  and  Report  No.  II  of  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  was  taken  up. 
MarHn's  Gidcon  Mavtiu  moved    to   amend    by  striking   out 

lemmen.  ^^^  ^  ^q  quest.  3,  namely:  "2,  A  report  of  the 
condition  of  his  class  shall  be  presented  by  the  leader 
at  each  meeting  of  the  Quarterly  Conference." 
Pe^fsSubsti-  William  C.  Peirce  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  "a 
report  of  the  condition  of  his  class  shall  be  presented 
by  each  leader  quarterly,  in  writing,  to  his  pastor,  who 
shall  report  the  same  to  the  Quarterly  Conference." 
Laid  on  the  ta-       Qn  motion  of  John  W.  Weaklev,  the  substitute  was 

ble.  '  ' 

laid  on  the  table  by  a  count  vote  of  163  for  and  68 
against. 
Bishops  Pending  the  further  discussion  of  the  subject  the 

elected.  ^  ,  ■' 

tellers  reported,  and  the  Chair  announced  the  result  of 
the  ballot  as  follows  : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  404  ;  necessary  to  a 

choice,  203. 

Edward  G.  An-       Edward  G.  Andrews  received  236  votes,  and  Gilbert 

Wrriiavc^!'"  Haven  received  209  votes,  and  they  were  declared  duly 

elected  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Ei«;tion       of       ^hc  tellers  then   received  the    ballots   of  the   dele- 

tSishops. 

gates  for  one   Bishop,  and,  together  with  the  three 


state  of  the 
Church :  Ee- 
P'.rt  Xo.  II 
taken  up, 


taie. 
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Secretaries  and  the  three  assistants,  again  retired  to     MiayQS. 

,     ,,  ,        ,1      ,  NlITETEEirrB 

count  the  ballot.  Day. 

The  consideration  of  the  pending  report  was  then  Ballot  cast. 
resumed,  and  John  A.  Klein  moved  to  amend  the  t»ntiuued. 
amendment    by    striking    out    the    words    "at    each  Klein's Amend- 

J  o  ment. 

meeting  of  the  Quarterly  Conference,"  and  by  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "to  the  pastor  in  the 
Leaders  and  Stewards'  meeting." 

Jacob  Rothweiler  moved,  as  a  substitute,  to  refer  Eothweiier'a 

'         .  .'  Substitute. 

the  whole  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

On  motion  of  N.  L.  Brakeman,  the  substitute  was  Laid  on  the  u- 

ble. 

laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  the  amendment  to  the  Amendment  to 

■'  ,        the     Auiend- 

amcndment  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  count  vote  of      ment  laid  on 

-,  the  table. 

200  for,  number  against  not  counted. 

It  was  moved  that  the  whole  subiect  lie   on  the  Motion  to  lay 

J  on    the   table 

table,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail,  lost- 

On  motion,  the  orisjinal  amendment  was  laid  on  the  Amendment 

,  ,  '  ®  laid    on    the 

table.  table. 

The  previous  question  was  then  called  for,  but  the  ^^p^^?,'^^  ^^^ 

call  was  not  sustained.  Question 

notsustamed. 

Pending    the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  Bishop  elected. 
the  tellers  again  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced 
the  result  of  the  ballot  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  401  ;  necessary  to  a  Jesse  t.  Peck, 
choice,  201.     Jesse  T.  Peck  having  received  205  votes, 
was  declared  duly  elected  a  Bishop  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  consideration  of  the  pendinsr  subiect  was  then  Eeport  No.  n 

^  ^  J  resumed. 

resumed. 

Charles  J.  Albright  moved  that  the  time  of  the  m?"°?»^  *»■ 

°  tend  the  ses- 

session  be  extended,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail.  ^lon  lost. 

William  Lawrence  moved  tliat  the  whole  subject  be  **rtofinitei^  '"*" 

indefinitely  postponed,  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  postpone  lost 
count  vote  of  138  for  to  187  against. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  M.  Eddy,  the  whole  subiect  R«P.ort  No.  ii 

^ '  ">  laid    on    the 

was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  special  order  of  the  table. 

day,  namely,  the  reception  of  fraternal  delegates  from  ^pra^rnai  °' 

the  General  Conference  of  the  Evangelical  Association  i^eiegates. 
in  America,  was  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  M.  Eddy,  the  time  of  the  Session       tax- 

tended. 

session  was  extended. 
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Evangelical  As- 
sociation Ad- 
drees  read. 

Rev.  R.  Dubs 
and  Rev.  T. 
Bo^vman  in- 
troduced, and 
.•iddressed  the 
Conference. 
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The  address  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Association  in  America  was  presented  and 
read,  and  the  Revs.  R.  Dubs  and  T.  Bowman  were 
severally  introduced,  and  addressed  the  Conference. 
[For  Addresses,  see  Appendix  34,  35,  36.] 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned.  The  Doxology 
was  sung,  and  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
Cyrus  Nutt,  of  Indiana  Conference. 


3VIay  33. 

TwBSTLfrU 

Day. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  23. 


The  Conference  met  at  the  usual  hour,  Bishop 
Ames  in  the  chair. 

The  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Francis 
Hodgson,  of  Central  Pennsylvania  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  session  was  read  and 
approved. 

At  the  request  of  the  Tennessee  delegation,  Thos. 
H.  Coldwell  was  granted  leave  of  absence. 

J.  H.  V.  Smith,  a  lay  delegate  of  the  South-eastern 
o'ommmees.*'  Indiana  Conference,  was  placed  on  the  Committees 
which  E.  K.  Hosford  had  hitherto  served. 


Thos.  n.  Cold- 
well  has  leave 
of  absence. 

J.  II.  V.  Smith 


East  Gknesek.  EAST   GENESEE. 

Secret  Societies.  K.  P.  Jervis  presented  a  memorial  on  Secret  Socie- 
ties, signed  by  J.  P.  Bennett  and  twelve  others,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 

Boundariee.  Church.  Also,  a  memorial  from  Rochester,  on  change 
of  Conference  relation,  signed  by  N.  L.  Button  and 
nine  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 


Wtojuno.  WYOMING. 

B.  Nelson  has       Rcuben  Nelson  was  granted  leave  of  absence,  and 

sen^.  ^d*H!  Hcury  Whccler  was  admitted  to  his  seat. 

Wh^er  3d:       ^     jj     ^j.^     presented    a     memorial    from     the 
Indebtedness  to  Mcthodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Great  Bend  concerning 

t^«         Book  .       .    ^    ,        ,  ,       T^      1     ^  1     . 

Concern.  a  Certain  indebtedness  to  the  Book  Concern,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
cern. 


Des  MotME8. 

Episcopacy. 
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DES  MOIxXES.  "^X™ 

P.  F.  Bresee  presented  a  memorial  from  W.  Z. 
Robinson  and  thirty-one  others  concerning  the  Epis- 
copacy, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Episcopacy. 

Joseph  Knotts  presented  a  petition  for  a  new  Hymn  New      Hymn 
Book,   signed  by   W.    Z.    Robinson   and   thirty-one 
others,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  special  Committee 
on  that  subject. 

iTAINE.  Maikb. 

S,   Allen   presented  a  resolution  concerning  mak-  s.    Alien    on 
ing  laymen   eligible  to   the   office   of  Book   Agent,        ""     "^^ 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern, 

GEORGIA.  Georgia. 

J.  C.  Kimball,  lay  delegate  from  Georgia  Confer-  j.  c.  Kimbau 
ence,  was   granted  leave  of  absence,  and   Coke  A.      abLncey*  **' 
Ellington,  a  reserve  lay  delegate,  was  admitted  to  his 
seat  and  took  his  place  on  the  Committees. 


CEXTRAL    NEW"   YORK.  Centkai,  New 

TOEK. 

A.  J.    Phelps   presented   a   remonstrance   against  Boundaries. 
change   of  boundaries,  signed  by  E.   G.    Bush   and 
twenty-one  others,  and  one  signed  by  C.  Phillips  and 

eleven  others ;  both  papers  being  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

B.  S.  Wright  presented  the  following  remonstrances  Boundariee. 
against  a   change  of  Conference  boundaries,  to  wit: 

one  signed  by  W.  ¥.  Purington  and  seventy-nine 
others;  one  signed  by  E.  H.  Gillett  and  nineteen 
others ;  one  signed  by  Harris  Wilbur  and  forty 
others;  one  signed  by  Joseph  Witherston  and  forty 
others ;  one  signed  by  L.  E.  Elmer  and  thirty  others ; 
one  signed  by  A.  J.  Grant  and  forty  others  ;  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

B.  T.  Ives  presented  a  remonstrance  on  boundaries.  Boundaries, 
signed  by  George  W.  Ct)dy  and  thirty  others,  which 
was  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 
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IMay  23. 

T\kBNTlBTH 

Day. 
Nkw    Hamp- 
shire. 
Book  Concern. 


Dinstnore  on 
Higher  Insti- 
tutions of 
Learning. 


Papers  referred 
to  the  Bishops. 


NEW    HAMPSHIRE. 

R.  S.  Stubbs  presented  a  memorial  on  the  Book 
Concern,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

J.  Pike  presented  a  petition  of  G.  Herrick  and 
twenty-two  others  concerning  a  change  of  boundaries, 
which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

C.  M.  Dinsmore  presented  a  resolution  against  multi- 
plying our  higher  institutions  of  learning,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

A.  M.  Osbon  returned  certain  papers  concerning  the 
Articles  of  Religion  from  the  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy, and  asked  their  reference  to  the  Bishops,  and 
they  were  so  referred. 


NEW   YORK. 


Report  from  the 
Drew  Theo- 
lofrical  Semi- 
nary. 


R.  S.  Foster  presented  a  report  from  the  Drew 
Theological  Seminary,  w^hich  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education.     [For  Report,  see  Appendixhl?^ 

William  Goss  presented  a  protest  again.st  change  of 
boundaries,  signed  by  William  N.  Nelson  and  others, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


New  Tobk 
East. 


NEW   YORK   EAST. 

Oliver  Hoyt  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Quar- 
terly Conferences  of  Second  Avenue,  Twenty-seventh- 
street,  Alanson,  and  Thirtv-seventh-street  Churches 
New  York,  concerning  boundary  lines,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

ERIE. 


Temperance.  R.  H.    Hurlburt   presented   a   memorial   from   the 

Chenango  Yalley  Preachers'  Association  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Temperance,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com. 
mittee  on  Revisals. 


Upper  Iowa. 


UPPER   IOWA. 

A..  Hill  was  returned  from 


^aiofE.A.       The  petition  of  Rev.  E, 

the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Appeals. 
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IMay  i2:J. 

NEBRASKA.  ^'Ta™ 

William  A.   Burr   presented   the   following  resolu-  Nebeaska. 
tion,  which  was?   referred  to  the  Committee   on  Re-     annuated 

,  Preachers. 

visals : 

Resolved,  That  on  page  56,  sec.  3,  chap,  i,  Part  II,  of  the  Disci- 
pline, the  word  "superannuated''  be  inserted  after  the  word  "trav- 
ehng"  in  the  third  hne,  so  as  to  read  as  follows:  "Of  all  the 
traveling,  superannuated,  and  local  preachers,"  etc. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Philabelfhia. 


Wm.  Cooper   presented  the  following  resolutions,  Cooper 

■■  .    ,  ^  -,  ,         ^  •  11^,         Youths' 

which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 


brary,  etc. 


Concern  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  our  Youths'  Library  shall  be  put  into  varied 
forms  of  binding,  and  that  the  method  of  selling  them  by  numbers 
instead  of  titles  shall  be  done  away  with  ;  and  that  all  of  the  books 
in  said  Catalogue  tliat  can  be  put  upon  the  General  List  shall 
be  subject  to  the  usual  discount,  as  provided  for  in  the  General 
Catalogue. 

Resolved,  2.  That  we  disapprove  of  putting  such  books  as  are 
intended  for  the  masses  or  the  ministry  in  expensive  bindings,  but 
that  every  thing  tliat  can  be  done  to  cheapen  our  literature  without 
injury  to  ourselves  should  be  faithfully  attended  to. 

Resolved,  3.  That  we  do  most  earnestly  request  that  those  persons 
who  have  our  tract  interest  in  charge  shall  give  us  tracts  which 
will  prove  acceptable  to  the  people,  such  as  pictorials,  on  good 
paper,  clean  type,  aud  lively  matter;  and  that  we  will  adopt  such 
means  as  will  give  our  tract  literature  more  general  distribution. 


ILLINOIS. 


Illinois. 


W.  M  K.  M'Elfresh  presented  the  followinor  resolu-  M-Eifresh     on 

,  .    ,  CI  ,         /^  •  1  Saliuies  of  the 

tion,  which  was   reierred  to  the   Committee  on  the     Families ofde- 

B,     y-,  ceased     Biah- 

ook  Concern :  ops. 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Committee  be  respectfully  requested  to 
report  to  this  General  Conference  tiie  amount  of  salary  allowed  for 
the  annual  support  of  the  families  of  our  deceased  Bishops. 


CENTRAL  OHIO. 


Centbal  Ohio. 


A.  Harraount  presented  the  following  preamble  and  Harmount 

,       .  ,      ,  ,.  T  ,        ^  .  Methodist 

resolutions,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  Church    i 
on  the  State  of  the  Church  : 


Whereas,  The  organic  union  of  all  the  Methodist  bodies  in  the 
United  States  is,  in  our  judgment,  greatly  to  be  desired;  and. 

Whereas,  We  are  already  one  in  doctrine,  experience,  practice, 
general  usages,  and  principles;  therefore, 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  will  use  our  best  endeavors  to  consumraaie 
the  aforementioned  union. 


812 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


[1872. 


:Muy  art, 

TwF.xTrerii 
Day. 


Resolved,  2.  That  the  Bishops  of  our  Cliurdi.  together  with  one 
minister  and  one  layman  for  each  Bishop,  be  constituted  a  commis- 
sion to  treat  with  any  and  all  Methodistic  bodies  which  may  be 
willing  to  treat  with  us  on  the  subject  of  organic  union. 

Resolved,  3.  That  this  General  Conference  now  appoint  the  min- 
isters and  laymen  to  co-operate  with  the  Bishops  as  the  aforemen- 
tioned commission. 

Resolved,  4.  That  this  commission  be  and  is  hereby  clothed  with 
full  power  to  begin,  continue,  and  complete  such  union. 


A.  Harmount  also  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals  : 


llarnionizin^ 
riiffereiit  parts 
of  the  Disci- 
pline. 


Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  define 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "  Trustees,"  found  in  Part  II,  chap,  i,  sec.  3, 
page  59.  third  line  from  the  top,  and  say  whether  tliis  approval  re- 
fers to  Trustees  elected  by  the  Quarterl)'  Conference,  or  those 
elected  under  the  old  form  of  deed,  where  all  vacancies  are  fiUed  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Resolved.  2.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  necessity  of  so  changing  the  Discipline  on  page  33,  Part 
TI,  chap,  ii,  sec.  1,  and  Part  III,  chap,  i,  sec.  5,  pages  127  and  128, 
and  also  page  41,  Part  I,  chap,  ii,  sec.  2,  as  to  reconcile  these  dif- 
ferent parts : 

1.  In  receiving  members.  Attendance  on  class-meeting  is  not 
made  a  condition  of  membership  in  the  Church.  (Page  38,  chap,  ii, 
sec.  1.) 

2.  On  pages  127  and  128  it  is  made  a  condition  of  membership, 
and  the  person  Violating  this  condition  is  liable  to  be  expelled  from 
the  Church. 

3.  On  page  41,  Part  I,  chap,  ii,  sec.  2,  more  is  required  of  children 
than  of  adults ;  attendance  for  six  months  on  class-meeting  being 
required  of  them  as  a  condition  of  membership  in  the  Church. 


Roberts  on  rais- 
injr  the  char- 
acter and  re- 
ducing  the 
price     of 
Chni-ch    lit- 
erature. 


Papers    re-re- 
ferred. 


S.  L.  Roberts  presented  the  following  preaml)le  and 
resolutions,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern : 

Whereas,  By  the  transfer  of  the  support  of  our  Bishops  from  the 
Book  Concern  to  the  people  our  publishing  interests  are  not  only 
relieved  of  a  great  tinancial  burdeu,  but  afforded  an  increased  facil- 
ity for  improvement ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  1.  That  ilie  Book  Agents  be  and  they  hereby  are  re- 
quested to  elevate  the  New  York  Christian  Advocate  to  a  literary 
standard  unsurpassed  by  any  religious  weekly  in  the  country. 

Resolved.  2.  That  our  Books  Agents  be  and  they  hereby  are  re- 
quested to  reduce  the  cost  of  our  books  and  periodicals,  so  that  it 
may  not  only  be  successfully  said  that  Methodist  publications  nre 
luisurpassed  for  literary  merit,  but  that  they  are  furnislied  to  the 
masses  as  cheap  or  cheaper  than  any  other  religious  pubUcations  in 
the  world. 

DETROIT. 

E.  O.  Haven  returned  a  j^aper  from  the  Committee 
on  Revisals,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Church. 
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IMay  2:*. 

NEW    JERSEY.  Twentieth 

Day. 

J.  B.  Dobbins  presented  the  following  resolution,  New  Jersey. 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisnls:  Dis'^'Lts" 

Re.solued,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  tlie  expediency  of  amending  ans.  2  to  quest.  J,  page  90,  of  the 
Discipline,  by  adding,  ^'Provided,  that  no  district  shall  consist  of 
less  than  forty-five  appointments,"  so  that  the  answer  shall  read, 
"To  Ibrm  districts  according  to  his  judgment:  Provided,  that  no 
district  shall  consist  of  less  than  forty-five  appointments." 

INDIANA.  Indiana. 

John  Kiger  jDresented  the  following  resolution,  which  Kiger  on  ques- 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals :  Quarterly 

Conferences. 
Unsolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  instructing  the  editor  of  the  Dis- 
ciphne  to  so  change  the  plan  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  questions 
that  the  questions  of  each  Quarterly  Conference  shall  be  printed 
separatel}^  instead  of  the  form  in  which  it  now  stands.  (See  Dis- 
cipline, pages  59  and  60.) 

DETROIT.  Dktboit 

G.  B.  Jocelyn  presented  the  action  of  the  New  York  Boundaries. 
City  Church  E.Ktension  and  Missionary  Society  in  ref- 
erence to  boundary  lines  in  New  York  city,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

He  also  presented  the  fcjUowing  resolutions,  and  they  Joceiyn  on 

_  -  ,        „  .  T->       •      1  Lavmen    for 

were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Kevisals :  Book  Agents. 

Resolved,  1.  That  paragraph  2,  sec.  6,  Part  V,  page  252  of  the  Dis- 
cipline be  amended  so  as  to  allow  the  choosing  of  laymen  as  Agent 
and  Assistant  Agents  bj^  changing  the.se  words:  '-These  shall  he 
chosen  from  among  the  traveling  preaciiers,  and  shall  be  members 
of  such  Conferences  as  they  witli  the  approbation  of  the  Bishop 
may  select,"  so  that  it  shall  read:  -'And  these,  if  chosen  from 
among  the  traveling  preachers,  shall  be  members  of  such  Confer- 
ences as  they  with  the  approbation  of  tlie  Bisliop  may  select." 

Resolved,  2.  That  paragraph  6,  sec.  6,  Part  V,  page  254  of  the 
DiscipUne  be  so  amended  as  to  read:  "Tiiere  shall  be  an.|^gent 
and  an  Assistant  Agent  to  conduct  the  Western  Booiv  Concern  in 
(^cinnati,  who  shall  manage  the  business  in  the  Western  coun- 
try so  as  to  co-operate  with  the  Agents  at  New  York,  and  who,  if 
the}'  are  traveling  preachers,  shall  be  members  of  sucii  Conference 
as  they  with  the  approbation  of  the  Bishop  may  select." 

Resolved,  3.  That  in  paragraph  7,  sec.  6,  Part  V,  page  257  of  the 
Discipline,  the  words  "  traveling  ministers  "  be  changed  to  "  per- 
sons." 

Resolved,  4.  That  paragraphs  10  and  11,  sec.  6,  Part  V,  page  260 
of  the  Discipline  be  so  amended  as  to  permit  laymen  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Publishing  Committees  of  the  Pittsburgh  and  Pacific 
Christian  Advocates. 
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Benjamin  Hypes,  a  lay  reserve  delegate  of  Southern 
Illinois  Conference,  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the 
Conference  in  the  place  of  E.  Callahan,  and  took  his 
place  on  the  Committees. 

CENTRAL   ILLINOIS. 

F.  M.  Chaffee  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries : 


Hunter  on  the 
words  "  Holy 
Catholic 
Church." 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  instructed  to  so 
change  the  boundaries  of  the  IlHnois  Conference  as  to  place  Nor- 
mal in  the  Central  Illinois  Conference. 

William  H.  Hunter  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ke- 
visals : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  striking  out  the  words  in  the  bap- 
tismal ritual  on  page  150,  Part  IV,  quest.  2,  "Holy  Catholic 
Church,"  and  insert  in  their  places  the  words,  "The  Universal 
Churcli  of  Christ." 


Minnesota.  MINNESOTA. 

Change  of  Dis-       David  Brooks  presented  a  petition  from  N.  Lathrop 
up  inc.  asking  for  changes  in  the  Discipline,  and  it  was  re- 

ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 


New  Jersey. 

Klnu:on  a  corps 
of  Confer- 
ence   Exam- 


NEW   JERSEY. 

I.  D.  King  presented  the  following  resolution,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re\isals  : 

Resolved,  Tiiat  tlie  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  providing  that  a  corps  of  Conference 
examiners  be  elected  by  each  Annual  Conference  for  the  term  of 
four  years,  who  sliall  have  charge  of  examinations  upon  the  course 
of  study  prescribed  by  the  Bishops  "to  be  pursued  by  candidates 
for  the  ministry  for  the  term  of  four  years." 


Minnesota.  MINNESOTA. 

Hiiiweii  on  J..E.  Stillwell  presented  the  following  preamble 
Work""]!!  the  and  resolutioii,  and  they  were  referred  to  tlie  Com- 
church.  inittee  on  the  Itinerancy,  namely:  * 

Wliereas,  Believing  in  the  efficiency  of  woman  as  an  agency  of  the 
Church  in  carrying  on  its  work  lor  the  conversion  of  the  world, 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  quesiion  and  report  to  this  Cohference  some  plan 
for  securing  the  aid  of  said  agency  more  generally  in  the  work  of 
the  Church,  and  to  determine  their  legal  plac?  in  the  ministry  of  the 
same. 
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The  follo^ving  resolution  was  read  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals,  namely: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  and  -.ci^ort  on  llie  expediency  of  so  ehanginjr  the  Dis- 
cipline, Purt  III,  cliap.  1,  paragrapl)  7,  page  131,  in  leference  to 
taking  depositions  to  be  ustd  in  tiie  trial  of  ministers  or  members 
of  tlie  Clniroli  so  as  to  secure  the  following  objects: 

1.  That  no  deposition  shall  be  allowed  wiien  the  witness  lives 
within  the  bounds  of  the  pastoral  ciiarge  or  district  where  tlie  pro- 
ceeding is  had,  unless  said  witness  is  sick  or  about  to  remove  out 
of  the  bounds  of  said  ciiarge  or  district. 

2.  No  deposition  shall  be  allowed  on  the  trial  unless  the  pas- 
tor or  Presiding  iilder  before  whom  llie  trial  is  pending  is  duly 
notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  it. 


IVIay  33. 

twkntieth 
Day. 
Depositions. 


MISSOURI.  MissouBi. 

N.  Shumate  presented  a  memorial  from  the  citizens  Book  Dcposito- 
of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  asking  the  establishment  of  a      seph,  mo. 
branch  Book  Depository  in  that  city,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  • 


CINCINNATI.  Cincinnati. 

I.  Corwin  presented  the  following  resolution,  which   Corwin        on 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  :  separate  vote. 

Resolved,  That  ans.  3  to  quest.  1,  chap,  i,  of  Part  II  of  the 
Discipline  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  altered  so  that  it  shall  read 
as  follows : 

Ans.  3.  At  all  times  when  the  General  Conference  is  met  it  shall 
take  two  thirds  of  the  whole  .number  of  ministerial  and  lay  dele- 
gates to  form  a  quorum  for  transacting  business.  The  ministerial 
and  lay  delegates  shall  sit  and  deliberate  together  as  one  body,  but 
on  any  proposition  to  make,  alter,  or  amend  any  rule  or  regula- 
tion of  the  Discipline  they  shall  vote  separately  whenever  such 
separate  vote  shall  be  demanded  by  one  third  of  tlie  members  pres- 
ent of  either  order,  in  which  case  the  concurrent  vote  of  both 
orders  shall  be  necessary  to  complete  an  action. 

On   motion    of  L.  Hitchcock,   the    order    of  busi-  ^^'^^^  <>'  ^"**' 

'  ness          8US- 

ness   was    suspended   to    receive   a    report  from  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

E.  O.  Haven  presented  Report  No.  IV  from  the 
Committee  on  Revisals,  which  was  read  and  laid  on 
the  table  under  the  rule. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals  pre-  Appe.iis:     k.-- 
sented  Report  No.  V  of  said  Committee  as  follows: 

W.  Or.  Fowler,  a  member    of  the    Missouri   Conference  of  the   Appeal  of  W. 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  having  been  tried  by  said  Conference       ^'  ^o^^^®'- 
on  cliarges  of  imprudence  and  falsehood,  and  iiaving  been  expelled 
from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by  said  Conference,  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  General  Conference. 


pended  tc 
receive  Ko 
ports. 

Revisals  :     Ee 
port  No.  Iv. 
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IVIny  S3.         The  Committee  on  Appeals   have   inquired  into  this  case,  and 
TwKHTiETH      have  voted   that  the  decision  of  the  Missouri  Conference  in  the 
Day.  case  of  W.  G.  Fowler  be  afiBrmed.  L.  Scott,  Prtsident. 

E.  A.  Manning,  Secretary. 

Ohio.  OHIO. 

^"^Xdn-  the       ^'  C^'^tchfield   presented   the  following  resolution, 
iiumber"    of   which  -y^ag  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals : 

General  Con- 
ference Dele- 

^***'  Reiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  pre- 

pare and  report  a  plan  to  diminish  the  number  of  delegates  to  the 
General  Conference,  to  equalize  the  number  of  ministerial  and  lay- 
delegates,  and  to  abolish  the  right  to  vote  by  separate  orders. 

Place  of  hold-       On  motion,  the  special  order  of  the  day,  7ianu'!y, 

afneral  Con-  the  fixing  the  seat  of  the  next  General  Conference,  was 

taken    up,    and   Baltimore,   Philadelphia,   Cincinnati, 

s.iint     Louis,   Columbus,  and  St.  Louis  were  severally  put  in  nom- 

chosen."'        ination,  and  St.  Louis,  having  received  a  majority  of 

votes,  was  selected. 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  made  the  following 
report : 

Ordinfttlon    of        The  Committee  appointed  to  arrange  for  the  time  and  place  of 
Bishops.  ordination  of  the  Bishops  elected  have  to  report  that  the  ordination 

take  place  in  the  Conference  room  Saturday  morning,  May  25,  at 
half  past  ten  o'clock. 

^"aJ^'sim^Ton       Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report,  an  invita- 

Church.         tion  fiom  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Simpson  Methodist 

Episcopal  Church  was  presented    and  read,  inviting 

the  General  Conference  to  hold  the  ordination  services 

in  said  Church. 

Curry's  Daniel  Curry  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  striking 

Amendment.  *'  ,         i    i        • 

out  the  words  "  in  the  Conference  room,'  and  by  in- 
serting "  Simpson  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.'' 

Laid  on  the  ta-  A.  J.  Endsley  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  tlie 
table,  and  the  motion  prevailed  by  a  count  vote  of  200 
for,  votes  against  not  counted. 

Weakley's  J.  W.  Weakley  moved  to  fix  the  hour  at  half  past 

Amendment  iii-r-.-»r-  ipii<-  i-mr 

laid   on   the  two  o  clock  P.  M.  instead  of  half  past  ten  A.  M. 

table.  .  .  . 

On  motion,  this  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Amendment  to       It  was  movcd  as  an  amendment  that  the  services 

hold  the  serv- 
ices on  Sab-  take  place  at  half  past  two  o'clock  P.  M.  on  Sunday 

bath   laid    on  I  ,  .  .  ^  ....  ,  ,  ,     ,  •' 

the  table.        next,  Dut  this  motion  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  count 
vote  of  171  to  132. 


ble. 
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J.  S.  Smart  moved  the  previous  question,  but  the  ^lay  93. 

.        T  Twentieth 

call  was  not  sustamed.  Day. 

B.  I.  Ives  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  substituting  ^*^„yg°'' n^gg." 
Friday  instead  of  Saturday,  which  motion  prevailed  by      tion        not 

•"  .  '■  "^  sustained. 

a  count  vote  of  154  for  to  149  agamst.  ^^^^     ^^^^^ 
The  report  as  amended  was  then  adopted.  tuted       for 

SaturdBv 

J.  M.  Walden  moved  that  the  thanks  of  this  Gen-  Report adopt^i. 

eral  Conference  be  tendered  to  the  Trustees  of  Simp-  Thanks  to  the 

son  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  their  courteous  the  simpson 
ofier  of  the  use  of  their  Church  for  the  ordination  serv-         ^'^  ' 
ices,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  D.  Curry,  Report  No.  11  of  the  Com-  state    of    the 

c^               ^     ,       ^,          ,                    ,                         ■,  Church:  Re- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church  was  taken  up  and  port  No.  iL 

read. 

F.  Hodgson  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  Hodgson's 

•■  „        ,    ,,  r.       -.  1  -,   ,  „  Amendment 

word  "  sub     as  prefixed  to  the  word  "  pastor. ' 

Pending  which  motion,  J.   W.  Weakley  moved  to  ^^f^°°  ^®  **' 
lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table  until  the  Committee 
on  Revisals  should  present  their  report  on  the  subject, 
and  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  W.  C.  De  Pauw,  Report  Xo.  11  of  the  Church  Exten- 

/-,  •  .-,1  1     T-i  •  1  -,        "'""^  Report 

Committee  on  Churcn  Jixtension  was  taken  up  and      No.  ii. 
read. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report,  R.  S.  Fos-  K-    s.    Foster 

.  f,       .    .,  T  1  .  excused  from 

ter  rose  to  a  question  oi  privilege,  and  was  at  his  own      the      chair- 

request  excused  from  the  chairmanship  of  the  Com-      Se°Commit- 

mittee  on  Fraternal  Correspondence.  temarcorre- 

T.  Tasker  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the      ^p""<i«°"=«- 

Xasker  3 

report  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  Conference  "  the       Amendment, 
words,  "two  thirds  of  whom  shall  live  in  Philadelphia 

....      „  Laid  on  the  ta- 

or  Its  Vicinity.  bie. 

On  motion  of  Amos  Shinkle,  this  amendment  was  ^Harris  re^ 
laid  on  the  table.  si^ns       the 

Secretaryship 

At  this  Stage  of  the  proceedings,  W.  L.  Harris,  Sec-      "^  ^^^  Gen-. 

,.     1       /--,  ,  >,       r  -,         ■,      .  «"■*'    Confer- 

retary  ot  the  (jreneral  Conference,  tendered  his  resig-      cnceandGeo. 
nation,  which  was  accepted,  and,  on  his  nomination,      ruff    elected 

George   W.   Woodruff  was  elected  Secretary  by  ac-  ^  i"*  s'^ce^bor. 

•^  .  J       J  Jesse   T.  Peck 

clamalion.  resigns      the 

Robert  Allyn,  Secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Itin-  ship  of  the 
erancy,  announced  that  J.  T.  Peck  had  resigned  the  on"'"'itTner- 
chairmanship  of  said  Committee,  and  that  A.  M.  m.*"^  *olb.fn 
Osbon  had  been  duly  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  hUst^d.   *° 
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May  03,        s.  Baldwin,  lay  delegate  of  Ballitnore  Conference, 
"^"day""     had  leave  of  absence,   and  J.  W.  Randolph,  reserve 

B.  Baldwin  has  delegate,  was  admitted  to  his  seat. 
M'licc,  and  J.       J.  B.  Middleton,   of  South  Carolina,  was  granted 
.uimitt^."  ^     leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  and 

J.  B.  Middleton  jj).  W.  Jackson  was  admitted  to  his  seat  and  took  his 

has  leave   of  -,  .  -n  t      • 

absence,  and  place  on  the  Committees,  except  as  to  Boundaries,  in 
son  admitted,  which  A.  Webster  took  his  place. 
A.    iiarmount       A.  Harmouiit  was  placed  on  the  Committee  on  Epis- 

piaced  on  tie  .         ,  „  -,~.^    ^     ^t 

Committee      copacy  in  placc  01  W.  L.  Hams. 

pacy.  'P'^^**"       P.  Kuhl,  of  the  South-west  German  Conference,  was 
p.    Kuhl   ha8   granted   leave  of  absence   for  the  remainder  of  the 

leave    of   ab-    ^        .  .„...,.„., 

eence.  session  On  account  ot  affliction  in  his  family,  and  John 

Schlagenhauf  was  placed  on  the  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries in  his  stead. 
J.  E.  Latimer       J.    E.  Latimer,   of  East  Genesee  Conference,  was 

has  leave   o'  ••   ,  , 

absence.  granted  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days. 

Conference  adjourned.  The  doxology  was  sung, 
after  which  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  J.  F. 
Wright,  of  Cincinnati  Conference. 


May  34.  FRIDAY  MORNING,  IVIAY  24. 

twentt-fikst 
Day. 

Conference  met  at  the  usual  hour.  Bishop  Simpson 
in  the  chair. 

The  religious  services  were  conducted  by  William 
H.  Hunter,  of  Central  Illinois  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  session  was  read  and 
approved. 
A.  C.Gregg  ad-       A.   C.  Gregg,  reserve  delegate  from  Central  New 

mitted         in    -7-      -     ^        .      ^°  ,    ^ 

place  of  Jesse    1  oi'k  Contereuce,  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  place 
of  Jesse  T.  Peck,  who  had  been  elected  a  Bishop. 
^aHn " T  the       '^'  ^*  ^^^^y  pi'^sentcd  the  folloAving  preamble  and 
reto"^  Sec-  resolutions,  which  w^ere  unanimously  adopted   by   a 
rising  vote  : 

Whereas,  The  Rev.  William  L.  Harris,  D.D.,  LL.D..  Secretary  of 
the  General  Conference  since  1856,  has  resigned  said  oflSce  to  enter 
upon  the  duties  of  a  Bishop  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch : 
and, 

Whereas,  He  has  performed  the  laborious,  complicated,  and 
eomecimes  delicate  duties  of  his  position  in  a  manner  highly  satis- 
factory to  this  body  ;  and. 

Whereas,  He  has  thoroughly  systematized  tlie  details  of  our 
varied  proceedings,  has  collated  and  edited  our  Journal  with  rare 
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ability,  and  by  his  readiness  and  tenacious  memory  has  often  saved     ]May  a-4, 
much  vahiable  time  in  our  deliberations;  therefore,  Twen-tt-fiest 

livsolvtd,  1.  Tliat  the  Gcnend  Conference  highly  appreciates  the  ^^'• 

services  of  Dr.  Harris,  and  hereby  tenders  to  him  its  hearty  tiianks ; 
and  that  we,  the  members  of  tlie  body,  trust  that  he  may  be  as 
successful  in  tlie  Bishop's  chair  as  he  has  been  at  the  Secretary's 
table. 

Resolved,  2.  That  a  copy  of  this  action,  signed  by  the  five  present 
Bishops  and  the  Secretaries,  be  furnished  to  Dr.  Harris. 

I.  S.  Binofham  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Eeport        on 

/-,  •  T^  -,      .  ,.       '       .  /  ,  Boundaries 

Committee  on  Boundaries,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the      concerning 
Black  River  Conference,  and  make  it  the  order  of  the      Conference!  ' 
day  for  Saturday  morning  at  ten  o'clock.     The  motion 
prevailed. 

It  was  announced  that  Alexander  Martin  had  been  ^lex.     Martin 

.  p      ■,       ^  •  T-i  T  •  •  Chairman    of 

elected  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  iLducation  in     Committeeon 
place  of  Thomas  Bowman. 

At  the  request  of  the  New  York  deleofation,  Lucius  l.  h.  King  ad- 

TT    T--  1-1  1  1  1  -I  mitted         in 

H.  King  was  admitted  to  the  seat  made  vacant  by  the     place  of  k.  s. 
election  of  R.  S.  Foster  to  the  episcopacy. 

J.  B.  Wakeley  was  srranted  leave  of  absence  for  to-  J-  b.  wakeicy 

-,  T      ,  tT     -«.x     T         •  excused. 

morrow,  and  requested  that  Z.  JN.  Lewis,  a  reserve 
delegate,  should  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  his  absence. 
This  request  was  not  granted. 

Stacey  W.  Hilliard,  of  the  Newark  Conference,  was   s.  w.  HiUiard 

T.',  ,  T  iii-r»        admitted      in 

admitted  to  the  seat  made  vacant  by  the  election  ol      place  of  i.  w. 
L  W.  Wiley  to  the  episcopacy.  "^"^' 

James   Lynch,   the   delegate   from    the   Mississippi  James    Lj-nch 

^       <■  ,         •  -1  •  1       ,  admitted     in 

Coiileience,   having   arrived,   was    assigned   the   seat      place  of  Mo- 
heretofore  occupied  by  Moses  Adams,  a  reserve  dele- 
gate, and  was  placed  on  the  Committees  on  Missions, 
Itinerancy,  and  Appeals. 

L.  C.  Matlack,  having  returned  to  the  Conference,  L-  c.  Matiack 

...  ,  •    1    T      1  ,  .,  .     -1        resumes     his 

resumed  his  seat,  which  had  been  temporarily  occupied      place. 
by  William  M.  Daily. 

M.   H.  Mendenhall,  of  North  Indiana  Conference,   M.  h.  Menden- 

,      .         ,  ,  -  111-  ha"  admitted 

was  admitted  to  the  seat  made  vacant  by  the  election  in    place  <.f 

of  Thomas  Bowman  to  the  episcopacy,  and  was  placed  man?"^ 
on  the  Committee  on  Educntion. 

J.  B.  Merwin,  of  New  York  East  Conference,  was  J.   b.  Morwin 

admitted  to  the  seat  made  vacant  by  the  election  of  piawofE.  g! 

Edward  G.  Andrews  to  the  episcopacy,  and  was  as-  ^°^''«^'"*- 

T   J.      \  •        y  1       n  -^  W.    Butler   ad- 

signed  to  Jus  place  on  the  Committees.  mittod       in 

William  Butler,  of  New  England  Conference,  was     feaven"' 
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May  24. 

TwESTT-nRST 
DAT. 


W.  H.  Goode 
Chairman  of 
tJie  Commit- 
tee on  Mis- 
sions. 

.Jospjih  Wykes 
admitted     in 


Eeports 
ceived 


On  General  Con- 
ference Dis- 
tricts ;  Book 
Concern,  No. 
II;  Trustees 
of  the  M.  E. 
Church;  Ee- 
visals.  No. 
Ill ;  Ai'peals, 
No.  VI;  S. 
S.  and  Tracts, 
Nos.  II  and 
I V  ;  State  of 
the  Church, 
Nos.  Ill  and 
IV ;  Ameri- 
can Bible 
Society;  In- 
surance; Fra- 
t<-rnai  Rela- 
tions. 

Episcopacy : 
Eeport     No. 
VI.   —  Resi- 
dences of  the 
Bishops. 

Martin's 
Amendment 
laid    on    the 
table. 

Nesbifs 
Amendment 
l.iid    on     the 
table. 

Evans'  Amend- 
ment laid  on 
the  table. 


Hcst<-r's 
Amendment 
lost. 


Call  for  the 
Previous 
Question  sus- 
tained, and 
the  Report 
adopted. 


admitted  to  the  seat  made  vacant  by  the  ek-ction  of 
Gilbert  Haven  to  the  episcopacy,  and  was  assigned  to 
his  place  on  the  Committees. 

It  was  announced  that  William  H.  Goode  had  been 
elected  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  in 
place  of  Gilbert  Haven. 

Joseph  "Wykes,  of  Central  Ohio  Conference,  was 
admitted  to  the  seat  made  vacant  by  the  election  of 
William  L.  Harris  to  the  episcopacy,  and  was  assigned 
to  his  place  on  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  following  reports  from  Committees  were  re- 
ceived, and,  by  order  by  the  Conference,  were  laid  on 
the  table  for  printing,  to  wit  : 

Report  from  the  Special  Committee  on  General 
Conference  Districts  ;  Report  No.  H  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern  ;  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals,  Xo.  HI ;  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Appeals,  No.  VI ;  Reports  of  the  Committee  on  Sun- 
day-Schools and  Tracts,  Nos.  II  and  lY ;  Reports  Nos. 
Ill  and  IV  of  the  Committee  on  the  Stat<?  of  the 
Church  ;  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  American 
Bible  Society  ;  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Insurance 
of  Church  Property ;  Repoit  of  the  Committee  on 
Fraternal  Relations. 

The  Report  No.  VI  of  the  Committee  on  Episco- 
pacy was  then  presented,  and  a  motion  was  made  for 
its  adoption. 

Gideon  Martin  moved  that  Omaha  be  stricken  fmm 
the  report.     The  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

S.  H.  Nesbit  moved  to  recommit  the  report,  with 
instructions  to  substitute  Pittsburgh  for  Omaha  or 
Council  Bluffs.     The  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

John  Evans  moved  to  strike  out  Omaha  and  insert 
Denver.  This  motion  was  laid  on  the  table — ayes  215, 
noes  not  counted. 

William  M'K.  Hester  moved  to  strike  out  Saint 
Paul  and  insert  Louisville.  The  motion  did  not 
prevail. 

Charles  Albright  called  for  the  previous  question, 
and  the  call  was  sustained;  thereupon  the  report  of  the 
Committee  was  adopted  as  follows  : 
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The  Committee  on  Episcopac}'  respectfully  report  that  in  their 
judgment  one  of  tlie  newl3"-elected  Bishops  should  reside  at  or  near 
each  of  the  following  places : 

San  Francisco,  Chicago, 

Saint  Louis,  Cincinnati, 

Boston,  Council  BlufiFs  or  Omaha, 

Atlanta,  St.  Paul, 

and  that  thej'  should  select  their  residences  from  the  places  named 
according  to  their  seniority  in  ofiBcial  position. 


Miay  24. 

twentt-fibst 

Day. 


L.  C.  Queal  moved  to  reconsider  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  and,  on  motion  of  B.  R.  Bonner,  the  motion 
to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Pending  this  last  motion,  the  Chair  decided  a  point 
of  order  to  the  effect  that  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  properly  before  the  Conference.  J.  W. 
Weakley  appealed  from  this  decision,  on  the  ground 
that  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  not  before 
the  Conference,  because  the  previous  motion  to  re- 
consider had  not  been  stated  by  the  chair,  and  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  b}''  a  count  vote 
of  198  to  96. 

The  Report  No.  lY  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern,  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Secretaries  for 
the  Missionary  Society  and  Church  Extension  Society, 
was  presented. 

J.  S.  Smart  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  Tuesday 
next  be  the  time  fixed  for  the  election.  The  motion 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  J.  Wright  offered  the  following  resolutions  as  a 
substitute  for  the  report : 

Resolved,  1.  That  Monday,  the  27th  inst.,  at  ten  o'clock,  be  fixed 
upon  as  tlie  time  for  the  election  of  the  Editors  of  our  Church 
periodicals. 

Resolved,  2.  That  Tuesday,  the  28th  inst.,  be  fixed  upon  as  the 
time  for  llio  election  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Ciiurch  Extension 
Society,  and  any  other  elective  officers  not  previously  elected.  And 
that  the  hour  fixed  be  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 


Motion  to  re- 
consider laid 
on  the  table. 


Decision  t>f 

Cliair  api)eal- 
ed  from  and 
sustained. 


Book  Concern : 
Report  No.  IV. 


J.  S.  Smart's 
Substitute  laid 
on  the  table. 


J.   J.   Wri<?ht'9 
Substitute. 


Pending  the  consideration  of  which,  on  motion,  the  Order  of  the  day 

^  '  '  taken  up. 

order  of  the  day  was  taken  up,  namely,  the  consecra- 
tion of  the  Bishops  elect. 

At  this  moment  the  Bishops  elect,  accompanied  bv  Consecration  of 

,     .  T      1         /-,       /.  f'e     15ishop8 

their  presenters,  entered  the  Conference  room,    and      Elect. 
J^ishop  Ames  began  the  service  of  consecration  by 
reading  the  Collect. 

21 
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M:ay   a4.         The  Epistle  was  read  by  William   H.   ITuntcr,  of 

^^"dat^"*^'  Central  Illinois  Conference,  and  the  Gospel  by  Thomas 

J.  Thompson,  of  Wilmington  Conference. 

William  H.  Goode  and  John  A.  Gere  presented 
Thomas  Bowman,  D.D. 

John  P.  Durbin  and  Alexander  Harmount  pre- 
sented Williana  Logan  Harris,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

John  Miley  and  John  W.  Lindsay  presented  Ran- 
dolph Sinks  Foster,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

Jonathan  T.  Crane  and  Erastus  Went  worth  pre- 
sented  Isaac  William  Wiley,  D.D. 

Joseph  M.  Trimble  and  Luke  Hitchcock  presented 
Stephen  Mason  Merrill,  D.D. 

Henry  Bannister  and  Albert  S.  Hunt  presented 
Edward  Gayer  Andrews,  D.D. 

Erastus  O.  Haven  and  Frederick  Uphara  presented 
Gilbert  Haven. 

George  Peck  and  Dallas  D.  Lore  presented  Jesse 
Truesdell  Peck,  D.D. 

The  charge  was  read,  and  the  examination  con- 
ducted by  Bishop  Janes,  who  also  led  in  the  Veni 
Creator  Sjyiritus. 

The  prayer  was  then  offered  by  Bishop  Ames. 

The  imposition  of  hands  and  presentation  of  the 
Bible  were  conducted  by  Bishop  Janes  in  the  case  of 
Thomas  Bowman  and  William  L.  Harris;  by  Bishop 
Scott  as  to  R.  S.  Foster  and  I.  W.  Wiley  ;  by  Bishop 
Simpson  as  to  S.  M.  Merrill  and  E.  G.  Andrews ;  and 
by  Bishop  Ames  as  to  Gilbert  Haven  and  Jesse  T. 
Peck;  they  being  assisted  in  each  case  by  Bishop 
Morris  and  the  other  Bishops  and  Elders  present. 

Bishop  Janes  made  the  concluding  prayer,  and, 
after  the  singing  of  the  doxology,  the  benediction  was 
pronounced  by  Bishop  Morris.     And  thus 

Rev.  Thomas  Bowman,  D.D.,  Rev.  William  Logan 
Hariis,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Rev.  Randolph  Sinks  Foster, 
D.D.,  LL  D.,  Rev.  Isaac  William  Wiley,  D.D,,  Rev. 
Stephen  ]Mason  Merrill,  D.D.,  Rev.  Edward  Gayer 
Andrews,  D.D.,  Rev.  Gilbert  Haven,  and  Rev.  Jesso 
Truesdell  Peck,  D.D.,  were  severally  consecrated  and 
set  apart  to  the  office  and  work  of  Bishops  or  Suppr- 
intendents  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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W.  M'K.   Hester  moved   that  the   Conference  do    '^^v  ^'*- 

,.  ,  ,  .  ,.  ,  .,  Twenty-First 

now  adjourn,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail.  Day. 

On  motion  of  G.  W.  Clarke,  the  consideration  of  ^Beport"*" No! 
Report  Xo.  IV  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern     ^^• 

■■  1       ,  -.       .  «.         1     1  T      T     Wright's     Sab- 

was   resumed,   and   the   substitute   ottered    by  J.  J.     stituteiaidon 

TTT   -1  ,.-.111  th*?  t^ble. 

Wright  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  previous  question  was  then  ordered,  and  the  Report  adopted. 
report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  which  was  instructed  to  re- 
port to  the  General  Conference  the  time  and  order  of  the  Election 
of  General  Conference  officers  other  than  Bishops,  begs  leave  to 
report  : 

At  our  session  on  Thursday,  May  23,  we  received  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions,  asl\iug  that  the  order 
of  elections,  to  be  fixed  by  us,  be  so  constructed  that  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Missionary  Society'  may  be  elected  first  in  order  of  time. 
After  deliberation,  this  Committee  hereby  recommend  that  the  re- 
quest be  granted  by  tlie  General  Conference,  and  that  said  election 
of  Secretaries  of  the  Missionary  Society  be  the  special  order  for 
Saturday,  May  25,  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  the  election  of  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Church  E.xtension  Society  be  had  at 
the  same  time. 

On  motion  of  J.  M,  Walden,  it  was  ordered  that  the  secretary    of 

.  ,  Freed  men  8 

election  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Freedmen's  Aid  Soci-      Aid  Society. 
ety  take  place  at  the  same  time. 
The  Court  of  Appeals  presented  the  following :  ^Kirkpatrfcfc' 

A.   J.  Kirkpatrick,  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Annual  Conference, 
having  been  located  by  said  Conference  on  charges  of  falsehood  and 
unchristian  conduct,  from  which  decision  he  appealed  to  the  General 
Conference,  the  Committee  on  Appeals  have  inquired  into  this  case, 
and  have  ordered  that  the  decision  of  the  Conference  be  reversed. 
L.  Scott,  President, 
E.  A.  Manning,  Secretary. 
Brooklyn,  May  23,  1872. 

J.  B.  Wakeley  asked  the  Conference  to  reconsider  z.  N.  Lewis  «<»- 
their  action  in  not  admitting  Z,  N.  Lewis  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  his  absence  to-morrow.  T.  M. 
Eddy  moved  to  reconsider,  and  the  motion  prevailed, 
and  Z.  N.  Lewis  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  Confer- 
ence during  the  absence  of  J.  B.  Wakeley. 

The  Committee  on  P^dut-ation  reported  a  resolution  Report  of  com- 
conceniing  a  Day  of  Prayer  for  Colleges.     The  paper      ucation  on 

1    •  1  .1       /  1  1  1  •    .     1  Day  of  Prayer 

was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed.  forCoUeges. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned  with  the  doxology, 
the  benediction  being  pronounced  by  Father  Boehm. 
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TWBNTT-flKO- 

OND  Day. 

SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  25. 

The  Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Ames  in 
the  chair. 

The  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Stephen 
Allen,  of  the  Maine  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  session  was  read  and 
appi'oved. 
^liahlave'of       "William  Lawrence,  of  Central  Ohio  Conference,  was 
f 'w!^'nie"t*t  g^'^^ted  leave  of  absence,  and  John  W.  Hiett,  a  reserve 
ht"stid.   '"  ^^^  delegate,  was  admitted  to  his  seat  and  placed  on 
the  Committees, 
^f  ndarls.         ^'^  motion  of  L.  D.  White,  the  order  of  the  day 
uiack  River,    was  taken  up,  to  wit,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  so  far  as  it  relaies  to  the  Black  River  Con- 
ference, 
^on^the^^tabie       ^'  ^'  ^^^^^J^  moved  to  lay  the  pending  motion  on 
lost  the  table ;  that  is  to  say,  a  motion  to  adopt  the  mi- 

nority  report,    which   was    made    when    the    subject 
was  before  the  Conference  several  days  ago.     The  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  did  not  prevail — yeas,  67; 
nays,  114. 
Fraternal  Eeia-       A.  S.  Hunt,  from  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Rela- 

nons :  Amer- 
ican  Baptist  tions,  asked,  as  a  question  of  privilege,  that  the  Coii- 

sionary  soci-  fereucc   fix   Monday,  at    half-past   eleven  o'clock,  to 

receive  delegates  from  the  American   Baptist   Home 

Missionary  Society.     The  request  was  granted. 

^Zmed!''  '"^"  "T^i^  consideration  of  the  minoi'ity  report  on  Bound- 
aries was  resumed,  and,  on  motion,  I.  S.  Bingham 
and  B.  I.  Ives  were  each  granted  five  minutes  addi- 
tional time  to  speak  to  the  Conference  on  the  subject. 

^  recommit °^''  William  H.  Olin  moved  to  recommit  the  subject  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

i^w  on  the  ta-       rj,j^^  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Knotts'8  mo-  Joseph  Knotts  oiFered  an  amendment  that  the 
Black  River  and  Central  Xew  York  Conferences  be 
united. 

^we.°°^^**"  ^^  motion  of  J.  T.  Simmons,  the  amendment  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

"'"ort'^^not^  The  motion  to  adopt  the  minority  report  was  then 

adopted.         lost  by  a  vote  of  155  yeas  against  162  nays. 
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J.  R.  Bryan  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Committee,  ^lay  ^5. 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  tlie  boundaries  of  the  Black  River      oVxT^Day.*^ 

Conference,  be  adopted.  Black  River. 

W.  G.  Qiieal  moved  that  Oswego  County  be  placed  ^'J^ent^^|°o'|j" 
in  the  Black  River  Conference.     The  motion  was  laid     the  table. 
on  the  table. 

J.  W.  Lindsay  moved  that  the  report  be  recom-  Lindsay's  mo- 

1        mi  •  •  1    ■  1  11  tiontorecom- 

mitted.     Ihis  motion  was  laid  on  the  table — 216  yeas;      mit  laid  on 

,     ,  the  table. 

nays  not  counted. 

A.  J.  Kynett  moved  to  refer  the  whole  subiect  to  a  Kynett'-s    mo 
special  Committee  of  fifteen,  but  the  motion  was  laid      ciai  commit- 

,  ,  ,      ,  ,.  ,      ,  tee  laid  on  the 

on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  184  to  121.  table. 

On  the  call  of  C.  A.  Holmes,  the  previous  question  Previous  ques- 

T  ,  tion  ordered. 

was  ordered. 

L.  C.  Queal  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  Report  adopted. 
call  was  not  sustained,  and  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee was  then  adopted  as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  Black  River  Conference  shall  include,  together  with  Rose    Black  Eiver. 
Circuit,  that  part  of  the  State  of  New  York  west  of  Troy  Confer- 
ence not  embraced  in  the  East  Genesee  Conference,  as  far  south  as 
the  Erie  Canal,  and  all  the  societies  on  the  immediate  banks  of  the 
canal,  except  Utica,  Canastota,  Montezuma,  and  Port  Byron. 

G.  W.  Wells  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  report  was  adopted,  and  J.  S.  M'Calmont  moved  to 
postpone  for  the  present  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
the  motion  to  postpone  prevailed. 

F,  G.  Hibbard  ofiered  the  followinsj  resolution  :  HibbardonSpe- 

*-  cial  Corumis- 

Resolved,  That  for  the  settlement  and  better  arrangement  of  Con-  dariesinNew 
ference  boundaries,  tliis  General  Conference  do  hereby  authorize  a  York. 
Commissiou  for  the  Genesee,  East  Genesee,  Central  New  York, 
Black  River,  Wyoming,  and  Troy  Conferences,  to  consist  of  seven 
members  from  each  Conference,  to  be  elected  by  the  said  Confer- 
ences severally,  who  shall,  after  mature  counsel  with  their  respect- 
ive Conferences  in  regular  Conference  session,  meet  and  arrange 
the  boundaries  of  the.se  several  Conferences ;  and  their  decision  in 
the  case  shall  be  final:  Provided,  that  this  plan  shall  receive  the 
approval  of  the  above  Conferences,  or  a  majority  of  them,  in  order 
to  make  it  valid. 

At  this  point  the  order  of  the  dav  was  taken  up,  to  Election  of  Sec- 

1         ■  1-1  AT-      •  "      i  •  T-.  retarles       of 

Wit,  the  election  oi  three  Missionary  Secretaries.     Be-      the  Mission- 
fore  the  ballot  was  taken,  the  Committee  on  Missions, 
as  a  question  of  privilege,  presented  Report  No.  VI, 
which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  J.  M.  Trimble,  the 
rule  requiring  one  day  to  intervene  before  any  proj)- 
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Miay  S5.    osition  for  a  change  in  the  Discipline  can  be  voted 
^okd^Iy^     upon  was  suspended,  and  the  report  was  then  adopted 
as  follows,  to  wit : 

MISSIONS— REPORT   NO.  VI. 

Missions:  Re-  The  Committee  on  Missions  recommend  that  the  Fourth  Article 
port  No.  VI  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Missionary  Society  be  so  changed  that  it 
f^op^-  shall  read  as  follows: 

Art.  IV. —  Corresponding  Secretaries. 

There  shall  be  three  Corresponding  Secretaries  appointed  by  the 
General  Conference.  They  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  and 
control  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  by  whom  their  salaries  shall  be 
fixed  and  paid.  They  shall  be  exclusively  employed  in  conducting 
the  correspondence  of  the  Society,  in  furnishing  the  Church  with 
missionary  intelligence,  and,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  in 
supervising  the  missionary  work  of  the  Church,  and,  by  correspond- 
ence, traveling,  and  otherwise,  in  promoting  the  general  interests 
of  the  Society. 

Should  tlie  ofiSce  of  either  of  the  Secretaries  become  vacant  by 
deatli,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  Board  shall  have  power  to 
provide  for  the  duties  of  the  ofiBce  until  the  Bishops,  or  a  majority 
of  tliem,  shall  fill  the  vacancy. 


0.  D.  Foss,  It  was  announced  that  ^Y.  II.  Goode  had  declined 
the  Commit-  the  chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  and 
Bions.     '       that  C,  D.  Foss  had  been  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

William  ciaflin       William  Clafliu,  lav  deleofate  from  the  New  England 

has   leave  of  j     ^  .^  cu  c^ 

absence,  and  Conference,  was  granted  leuve  of  absence,  and  J.  P. 
admitted  °in  Magce,  a  rescrvc  lay  delegate,  was  admitted  to  his 
his  stead.        ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  j^j^  place  On  the  Committees. 

W.  M'K,  Hester  was  appointed  a  teller  in  the  place 
of  J.  J.  Hight,  absent. 
BaUotcast.  The  tellers  then  received  the  ballots  of  the  Confer- 

ence for  three  Corresponding  Secretaries  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society,  and,  together  with  three  Secretaries 
and  three  delegates  appointed  to  assist  the  Secretaries, 
retired  to  count  the  vote. 

Otis  Gibson  was  excused  by  the  Conference  from 
acting  as  teller. 

At  the  request  of  J.  M.  Walden,  leave  to  retire  was 
granted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Celebration  of  the 
Centennial  of  American  Independence. 
Secret  Societies.  On  moiion  of  S.  A.  W.  Jewett,  the  order  of  business 
was  suspended,  and  he  presented  a  petition  concerning 
Secret  Societies,  signed  by  Rev.  T.  Lanson  and  sixteen 
others,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 
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On  motion  of  J.  S.  M'Murray,  leave  of  absence  was  May  *'^-~- 

granted  to  Charles  W.  Ashcom,  and  William  W.  Pax-  ou'^'"  da^y^' 

ton,  a  reserve  lay  delegate,  was  admitted  to  his  seat,  ^j,^' j^ve*^"^ 

and  was  assigned  to  his  place  on  the  Committees,  Sj?^^?,*=1;  "i"** 

^  ^  W .  W.  Paxton 

On  motion  of  T.  B.  Lemon,  leave  of  absence  was     Jidmittod    ia 

his  stead. 

granted  to  E.  11.  Rogers.  e.  h.   Rogers 

J.  C.  W.  Coxe  asked  leave  of  absence  for  Robert  J.      ^^'sencr  °^ 

Saxe,  a  lay  delesjate  from  the  Vermont  Conference,   e.  j.  Saxe  ha» 

_    '  •'  o  leave    of   ub- 

which  was  granted.  sence. 

Rev.  Joseph   Wild,  the  fraternal  delegate  from  the  ^''\^;i,j/*'^^P^ 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Canada,  then  addressed  leave^ofOou- 
the  Conference  in  some  farewell  remarks. 

F.  G.  Hibbard  called  up  his  resolution  concerning  ^^^^^^^^  ^^' 
Conference  boundaries  in  Western  New  York,  and 

Daniel  Curry  moved,  as  a  substitute,   that  a  Com-  Cu'-ty's  Substt- 

•'  '  '         _  tute  adopted. 

mission  of  one  delegate  from  each  of  the  Conferences 
named  in  the  resolution  offered  by  F.  G.  Hibbard 
(except  the  Troy  Conference)  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  Conference  boundaries  in  Central 
New  York.     The  substitute  was  adopted. 

A.  L.  Brice  moved  that  this  Commission  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  several  delegations  named  in  the  reso- 
lution, and  that  the  nomination  be  announced  at 
the  session  on  Monday  morning,  and  the  motion 
prevailed. 

David  H.  Ela  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  busi-   E'a's  motion  to 

TTT  /-I  ■  suspend  order 

ness,  to  take  up  Report  No.  Ill  of  the  Committee  on     of  business., 
the  Book  Concern. 

On  motion  of  E.  O.  Haven,  the  time  of  the  session   session  extend- 

'  ed. 

was  extended. 

E.  H.  Warincr  moved  that  the  motion  to  suspend  La'd    on    the 

o  _  '  table. 

the  order  of  business  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  mo- 
tion prevailed. 

The  Report  No.  II  of  the  Committee  on  Church   Church  Exten 

i  sion  :    Renor 

Extension  was  taken  up. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report,  the  tellers 
reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the  result  of  the 
ballot,  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  387 ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  194. 

No  person  having  received  the  requisite  majority, 
there  was  no  election. 


Keport 
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INIay  2;> 

TWEXTT-SEC- 
OJJD    DaV. 


On  motion,  the  Conference  adjourned  by  a  count 
vote  of  142  for  to  139  again-^t.  The  doxology  having 
been  sung,  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  A.  C. 


May  sy. 

TWE>-TT-THTBD 
DAT. 


B.  X.  Spahr 
admitted  in 
place  of  S.  M. 
MeiriU. 


Order  of  busi- 
ness sus- 
pended. 

Minority  Re- 
port on 
Cliiirch  In- 
surance. 


MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  27. 

The  Conference  met  tliis  morning  at  the  usual  hour, 
Bishop  Bowman  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Charles  B.  Dunn,  of  East  Maine  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday's  proceedings  was  read 
and  ai)proved. 

B.  X.  Spahr  was  admitted  to  the  seat  made  vacant 
by  the  election  of  S,  M.  Merrill  to  the  episcopacy,  and 
assigned  to  his  place  on  the  Committees. 

On  motion  of  K.  P.  Jervis,  the  order  of  business 
was  suspended. 

K.  P.  Jei'vis  then  presented  a  minority  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Church  Insurance,  and  asked  that  it 
be  read  ;  on  motion,  the  reading  was  omitted,  and  the 
report  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 


Weekly      Sun- 
d.iy-Scliool 
Advocate. 


NEBRASKA. 

T.  B.  Lemon  presented  a  memorial  from  Brown ville, 
concerning  the  weekly  issue  of  the  Sunday-School 
Advocate,  signed  by  W.  B.  Slaughter  and  twenty- 
four  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Sun- 
day-Schools and  Tracts. 


Central  Ouio. 


Election  of  Pre- 
siding- Elders. 


Itinerancy 
IM.rts  X(. 
and  HI. 


Kepor 

iir. 


CENTRAL   OHIO. 

A.  Harmoimt  presented  a  petition  in  relation  to 
election  of  Presiding  Elders,  signed  by  Joseph  Jack- 
son and  eighteen  others,  and  it  was  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  presented  Reports 
iSTos.  II  and  III,  which  were  read  and  laid  on  the  table 
to  be  printed. 

The  Committee  on  Boundaries  presented  Report 
No.  Ill,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 
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The  Committee  on  Missions  present  I'd  Reports  Xos.     May  27. 
VII  and  VIII,  which  were  read  and  laid  on  the  table      ^^J^™^^ 

fn  hp  i->rinfprl  Missions:     Ee- 

lo  ue  piiniea.  t^     j^^^ 

Tlie    Committee   on    p]ducation    presented    lieport     'vii^      and 
No.  VI,  and  Alexander  Martin  moved  its  adoption;  Education :  Ke- 
but,  on  motion  of  J.  M.  Trimble,  it  was  laid  on  the      p*"^ ro- 
table and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  presented  Reports  Nos,   E.-visai8:    k.- 
V  and  VI;  they  were  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed.        v  and  yi."  ' 

A  minority  report  Irom  the  Committee  on  Revisals  ^'so  Ke'^ort"' 
was  also  presented,  and  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 

Wm.   M'Allister,  Chairman    of  the   Committee  on 
Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts,  moved  to  take  up  Reports  ^"a^^^^f^t'i-t:^! 
Nos.  II  and  III  from  that  Committee  ;  the  motion  pre-      „ f^f nf''- 
vailed.     Report  No.  Ill  was  read  and  adopted,  as  fol-  Eeport  No.  iii 

adopted. 

lows  : 

SUKDAY- SCHOOLS   AND   TKACTS — REPORT  NO.    III. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts  would  respectfully 
report,  that  there  is  a  general  desire  on  the  part  of  those  engaged 
in  the  Sunday-school  work  in  our  Church  for  the  publication  of 
the  Sunday-School  Advocate  as  a  weeklj'. 

There  is  expressed  also  a  desire  that  the  price  of  the  Sunday- 
School  Advocate  shall  be  reduced. 

The  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that,  with  proper  effort  and 
care,  both  of  these  results  can  be  accomplished  without  loss  to  the 
Book  Concern.  They  are  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  in 
view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  interest  involved,  and  of  the  sharp 
and  active  competition  in  the  department  of  Sunday-school  papers, 
it  is  not  expedient  to  expect  a  profit  upon  the  pubUcatiou  of  the 
Sunday-School  Advocate. 

The  Committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  follow-   Sunday-School 
resolutions:  Advocate     to 

Rtsoked,  That  the  Editor  of  the  Sunday-School  Advocate  be  in-  ^eekly.''"^^^ 
structed  to  edit,  and  tiie  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  to  publish,  on 
and  after  the  first  of  October,  1872,  a  weekly  edition  of  the  Sunday- 
School  Advocate,  each  number  to  be  complete  in  itself,  so  that 
schools  preferring  to  receive  the  same  semi-monthly  can  be  sup- 
plied as  heretofore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  place  the  price  of 
the  Sunday-School  Advocate  at  a  sum  which  will  barely  cover  the 
cost  of  publication  of  the  same  on  good  paper,  and  in  a  style  not 
less  attractive  than  at  present. 

Report  No.  II  was  read  and  laid  on  the  'table. 
Report  No.  VII  from  the  Committee  on  Appeals  Appeal  of  J.^n- 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows:  no't«!'    ^'"' 

APPEALS — REPORT  NO.  VII. 

Jonathan  Vannote,  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Annual  Confer- 
ence, was  tried  by  said  Conference  on  charges  of  falsehood  and  dis- 
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IVIay  j3~.     lioncsty,  and  was  expelled  by  said  Conference  from  the  Motliodist 
TwENTY-niiKi)    Kpiscopal  Cluircli,  from  which  decision  he  took  an  appeal. 

Dat.  Tlie  Committee  on  Appeals  have  inquired  into  this  case,  and  have 

reversed  the  decision  of  the  New  Jersey  Conference  in  this  case. 
L.  Scott,  President, 
E.  A.  Manning,  Secretary. 
EuooKLYN,  May  25.  1872. 

Election  of  Mis-       W.  M'K.  Hester  moved  to  proceed  to  the  order  of 
Mon.iry .ecre-  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^.^^  ^^^  election  of  three  Corresponding 

Secretaries  for  the  IVIissionary  Society,  and  the  motion 
prevailed. 

A  motion  to  admit  James  Curns  to  the  seat  occu- 
pied by  Francis   Hodgson,  who  was  absent  for  the 
day,  did  not  prevail. 
Reply  to  Con-       J.    T.    Crane,   from    the   Committee   on  Fraternal 
Canada  Correspondence,  presented  the  reply  to  the  Canada 

Wesleyan  Conference,  and  also  the  reply  to  the 
address  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  Canada,  whicli  were 
laid  upon  the  table. 
Wi<ikiey"s  mo-  J.  "W.  Weakley  moved  an  alteration  of  the  plan  of 
the  table.  taking  the  ballot  for  the  election  of  General  Confer- 
ence officers,  but  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

DaA'id  M'Williams  was  appointed  teller  in  place  of 
Henderson  Ritchie,  who  was  absent. 
B.iUnt  cast.  The  tellers  received  the  ballots,  and,  with  the  three 

assistant  secretaines,  retired  to  count  the  votes. 
Muiron Bishop       W.  L.  Muir  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Roberts. 

Resolved,  That  the  restrictions  be  removed  from  Bisliop  Roberts, 
and  that  he  be  made  a  full  bishop. 

On  mouon  of  G.  W.  Woodruff,  the  resolution  was 
refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 
Kou  e.iii  to  be       Reuben    Nelson   offered   the   followincr   resolution, 

omitted       in  i       a.     i 

further  eicc-  which  was  adopted  : 

tions. 

Fesolred.  That  for  the  saving  of  time  in  all  further  b;iIlntiiio  for 
General  Conference  Officers,  the  call  of  the  roll  be  dispensed  u-itli, 
and  that  during  the  balloting  every  member  voting  shall  he  in  his 
place,  and  that  no  persons,  except  members  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence, shall  sift  within  the  bar. 

.\.iiiitionni  J.  M.  Walden  moved  that  the  Chair  appoint  addi- 

tional tellers  and  assistants  to  aid  the  secretaries  in 
counting  the  ballots. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  proposition  on  the  table  failed, 
and  the  motion  of  J.  M.  Walden  prevailed. 
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The  Chair  appointed  J.  S.  Smart,  J.  S.  M'Murray,  ^^^v  s^- 
E.  H  Waring,  and  Charles  Albright  as  the  additional  '^""^j^^  ^'^ 
tellers. 

J.  M.  Walden  moved  that  the  Conference  proceed  ^'''^^^^r^^l 
to  ballot  for  a  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Church      t^'^^*""    ^"- 
Extension  Society,  and  that  four  of  the  original  corps 
of  tellers  be  recalled  to  assist  new  tellers  in  receiving 
and  counting  the  votes,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

J.  M.  Walden  moved   that   so   much   of  the  rules  Amendment  of 

rules  for 

governing  elections  as  requires  delegates  to  vote  from      voting. 
their  several  seats  be  suspended  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
tellers  and  secretaries  now  absent  from  the  Confer- 
ence room  counting  ballots,  and  that  their  ballots  be 
received  by  the  tellers  in  the  Committee  rooms. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  proposition  on  the  table  did 
not  prevail,  and  the  original  motion  was  adopted. 

Bishop  Harris  presented  the  address  of  the  mem-  Address    from 

the     Mission 

bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  within  the  in  china: 
Fookien  province,  China,  to  this  General  Confer- 
ence, which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  G.  W. 
Woodruff,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions, 
with  instructions  to  draft  and  report  a  reply  thereto. 
[See  Appendix  38.] 

The  tellers  then  received  the  ballots  of  the  Confer-  Ballot  cast 
ence  for  a  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Church  Ex- 
tension Society,  and  the  tellers  and  secretaries  retired 
to  count  the  vote. 

On  motion,  leave  was  granted  the  tellers  to  receive  i-eaT^  for  f^^- 

'  &  ^  t.iin  .ibsentees 

and  count  the  ballots   of  the  members  of  a  special     to  vote. 
committee  now  absent  from  the  Conference  loom  on 
duty. 

Bishop  Simpson  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  and  ^™|Xrs    tl 
asked  instruction  as  to  the  number  of  members  that     ^^f,. {|Je "ariolw 
should  constitute  the  several  Boards  of  Directors  or     fo"j^jieg°' 
Managers  of  the  various  Benevolent  Societies  of  the 
Church,  which  the  Bishops  had    been  instructed  to 
nominate. 

S.  W.  Hilliard  moved  that  the  number  of  managers  in 
each  Society  be  the  same  that  it  has  been  heretofore, 

A.  J.  Kvnett  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  each  of  boards  to  con - 

J  '  '  _     _  aist  ol  tnirty- 

these    Boards   shall    consist   of  thirty-two   ministers      two  ministers 

,,-,.,  -infl       thirty- 

and  thirty-two  laymen,  and  that  the  bishops  be  not      two  Liynun. 
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iMay  sr.    included    in   this    number;    and   the    substitute  was 

TWENTT-THIUD 

Dav.          adopted. 
Bishops  to  be       >I.  D'C.  Crawford  moved  that  the  Bishops  be  ex 

mJflftere.        officio  members  of  these  several  Boards. 
Curry-s  amend-       Daniel  Curry  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  word 
Se"tebuf  °"   "honorary  "  after  the  word  " ex-officlo^'  which  amend 
ment  was,  on  motion  of  S.  Barnes,  laid  on  the  table. 
Amendment  It  was  then  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  the  woi-d 

wd^on   the  cq^onorary"  be  substituted  for  the  word  '' ex-officio  : '' 
but  this  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Stevenson's  D.  Stevenson  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  each  Board 

MonThe°ta-  shall  have  one  Bishop,  and  but  one,  as  a  member  of  it. 
Original  motion  This  motion  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  original 
adopted.         motion,  as  oflered  by  M.  D'C.  Crawford,  was  adopted. 
The  tellers   returned  and  reported,  and   the  Chair 
announced  the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Missionary  Sec- 
retaries as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  3T5.     Necessary  to  a 

choice,  188. 

Missionary  And  R.  L.  Dashiell  had  received  236  votes,  T.  M. 

S^^k!  l.  Eddy  had  received  204,  and  John  M.  Reid  had  received 

M^Eddy,  j:  200  votes,  and  they  were  declared  duly  elected  Corre- 

^'  ■^"'^"         sponding  Secretaries  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  tlie 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Motion  to  elect       It  -^^as  movcd  that  the  Conference  now  proceed  to 

a      Secrctarj-  „  ^  , .  ->  r       ^ 

for      Freed-  the   election   of    a   Corresponding   becretary  of    the 

men's  Aid  So-    ^         ,  ,       .  •  n   o       • 

ciety.  Freedmen's  Aid  Society. 

Osbon's  amend-       A.  M.  Osbon  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  we  do 

the  table.  °    now  elect  two  Corresponding  Secretaries  of  said  Society 

instead  of  one  ;  but  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  tible. 

Motion  to  elect       John  E.  StiUman  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the 

fo^s°ecreto^"  Secretary  to  be  elected  shall  be  a  colored  man ;  but 

the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Neison'smotion       R.  Nclson  moved  that  the  whole  subject  be  post- 
to  postpone. 

poned  for  the  present. 
Call  for  the  pro-       William  Cooper  called  for  the  previous  question,  and 

vious      ones-      ,  ,,  •        3 

tion       sus-  the  call  was  sustained. 
mJ^Jo^ to  post-       Whereupon  the  motion  to  postpone  and  the  amend- 
or°ln'd''mo'^  Hient  Were  lost,  and  the  original  motion,  viz.,  that  the 
tion  carried.    Conference  do  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Freedmen's  Aid  Society, 
was  adopted. 
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Pending  this  election  the  tellers  re|)ortrd,  and  the    ^^J^^ .~^; 
Chair  announced  the  result  of  the  ballot  for  a  Corrc-  Day. 

sponding  Secretary  of  the  Church  Extension  Society,  as      responding"'^" 

,.   ,,  ■  Secretary     of 

follows  :  Church 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  364  ;  necessary  to  a      fSy^"" 
choice,  183. 

And  that  A.  J.  Kynett,  having  received  246  votes, 
was  declared  duly  elected. 

The  tellers  then  received  the  ballots  of  the  Confer-  Secretary      of 

Freeduien  s 

ence  for  a  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Freedmen's  ^'"i  society. 
Aid  Society,  and,  together  with  the  Secretaries,  retired 
to  count  the  vote. 

On  motion  of  A,  S.  Hunt,  the  special  order  of  the  Fraternal  Dele- 

gates,       Drs. 

day,  namely,  the  reception  of  Fraternal  Delegates  from     Giuett     and 

,  .  .  T^         •         TT  Ar-      •  o       •  Dunn,   intro- 

the  American  J3aptist  Home  Missionary  feociety,  was     duced. 
taken  up,  and  the  Rev.  Drs.  Gillette  and  Dunn  were 
severally  introduced  and   addressed   the   Conference. 
[See  Appendix  37.] 

On  motion  of  W.  C.  De  Pauw,  Report  No.  H   of   church  Exten- 

sion;    Eeport 

Committee  on  Church  Extension  was  taken  up.  No.  n  taken 

J.  M.  Buckley  moved  to  amend  section  one  by  in-  Buckley's 
serting  the  number  "thirteen  "  in  place  of  the  number     Amendment 
"  seven "  as  constituting  a  quorum  of  the  Board  of 
Managers. 

It  was  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking- 
out  "thirteen"  and  inserting  "nine;"  but  this  moti.m 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Solomon  Hubbard  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  "tiiirteen  "  and  inserting  "eleven." 

A  motion  to  lay  both  the  amendments  on  tlie  table 
was  lost. 

On  motion  of  S.  A.  W.  Jewett,  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  then  laid  upon  the  table. 

N.  L.  Brakeman    called  for  the  pre\  ions  question,  Quorum  of  the 
and  the  call  was  sustained ;  whereupon  J.  M.  Buck-      thi«^n^  ^^ 
ley's  original  amendment  was  adopted,  to  wit:   that      '"'^°'^«"- 
"thirteen"  instead  of  "  seven  "  of  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

A.'  J.  Kynett  moved  to  amend  section  one,  so  as  to  Board  to  con- 
make   the   Board    of  Managers   consist  of  sixty-four      fo^iu- °^  mtm- 
members  instead  of  forty-two,  as  provided  for  in  the      '^"' 
report,  and  the  amendment  was  accepted. 
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Secretary    of 
Freedmen's 
Aid  Society. 


D.  Sherman 
appointed  on 
Committee 
on   "Woman's 
Work. 

W.  Stoker  has 
leave  of  ab- 
sence. 


J.  M.  Buckley  moved  to  amend  the  sixth  section  by 
striking  out  the  wofds,  "  where  his  name  is  called." 

K.  P.  Jervis  moved  that  this  amendment  lie  on  the 
table,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

J.  J.  Hight  moved  that  the  time  of  the  session  be 
extended,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

By  special  permission,  L.  C.  Queal  moved  that  one 
member  each  from  the  Black  Rivei*,  Central  New- 
York,  East  Genesee,  Genesee  and  Wyoming  Confer- 
ences be  added  to  the  Commission  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  boundaries  of  the  Conferences  in  Central  New 
York,  and  that  one  of  the  Bishops  be  i-equested  to  pre- 
side over  its  sessions  ;  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion,  the  time  was  extended  to  receive  the 
report  of  the  tellers,  who  thereupon  reported,  and 
the  Chair  announced  the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Freedmen's  Aid  Society, 
as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  368 ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  185. 

R.  S.  Rust,  having  received  222  votes,  was  declared 
duly  elected. 

D.  Sherman  was  appointed  to  a  place  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Woman's  Work  in  the  Church  instead  of 
I.  W.  Wiley. 

William  Stoker,  a  lay  delegate  from  Southern  Illi- 
nois Conference,  was  granted  leave  of  absence. 

Conference  then  adjourned.  The  doxology  was 
sung,  after  which  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
Thomas  J.  Thompson,  of  Wilmington  Conference. 


Mayas.  TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  28. 

TWENTT- 

KouRTH  Day.        ^j^^  Conference  met  at  the  usual  hour.  Bishop  Har- 
ris in  the  chair. 

The   usual  religious   services  were   conducted   by 
Erastus  Wentworth,  of  Troy  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  session  was  read   and 
approved. 
Book  Concern:       Report  No.  V  from    the   Standing  Committee  on 

Report      No.  '  .,       ®     ,  ,         . 

V  laid  on  the  the  Book  Coiicem  was   presented,  read,  and  laid  on 

table. 

the  table  for  the  purpose  of  considering  Report  No.  II 
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of   the    Committee    on    Sunday-Schools    and   Tracts,    •'^fj^?* 
which    was    then   taken    up,   read,    and    adopted,    as    fourth  dat. 

f«ll0^«:  '^chlls     and 

Tracts :     Ee- 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS  AND   TRACTS — REPORT  NO.    II.  po»t   No.  H 

adopted. 

Your  Committee  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following 
change  in  our  Book  of  Discipline : 

Tliat  Part  V,  section  6,  pnragraph  5,  be  so  amended  that  the 
4th  sentence  shall  read  as  follows:  "He  shall  also  be  editor 
of  the  Sunday-School  Journal  at  New  York,  and  shall,  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Book  Agents,  have  charge  of  the  department,  of 
Sunday-School  Requisites,  including  books  of  instruction  for  Sun- 
day-schools and  Normal  classes." 

Also,  that  the  word  "each"  in  the  last  line  of  said  fifth  para- 
graph be  changed  to  "  the." 

Report  No.  IV  of  the  same  Committee  Avas  taken  Report    No. 

^  IV  adopted. 

up  and  adopted,  as  lollows : 


REPORT   NO.    IV. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts  recommends  the 
following  changes  in  the  Discipline: 

In  Part  II,  chap,  i,  sec.  2,  page  54,  after  the  words  "amount 
collected  for  the  American  Bible  Society,"  omit  all  that  follows  to 
words  "  numVjer  ol  volumes  in  librarj',"  inclusive,  and  insert  the 
following  list  of  statistical  questions  prescribed  b^'  the  Sunday- 
School  Union: 

1.  Number  of  schools. 

2.  Number  of  officers  and  teachers. 

3.  Total  number  of  scholars  of  all  ages. 

4.  Number  of  scholars  fifteen  years  of  age  and  over. 

5.  Number  of  scholars  under  fifteen,  except  infant  class. 

6.  Number  of  scholars  in  infant  class. 

7.  Average  attendance  of  teachers  and  scholars  in  whole  school. 

8.  Number  of  library  books. 

9.  Total  expense  of  school  this  year. 

10.  Amount  raised  for  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

11.  Number  of  Simday-School  Advocates  taken. 

12.  Number  of  Simday-School  Journals  taken. 

13.  Number  of  officers  and  teachers  who  are  Church-members  or 
probationers. 

14.  Number  of  scholars  who  are  Church-members  or  proba- 
tioners. 

1 5.  Number  of  conversions  this  year. 

In  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  sec.  17,  page  101,  item  10,  instead  of  the 
words  "to  form  Bible  classes,"  for  the  larger  children,  etc.,  read, 
"  to  form  classes  for  the  instruction  of  the  larger  children,  youth, 
and  adults  in  the  word  of  God;  to  attend,"  etc. 

In  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  sec.  17,  page  102,  instead  of  the  words 
'number  of  Bible  classes,"  read,  "number  of  scholars  fifteen 
years  and  over." 

In  Part  V,  sec.  2,  page  239,  instead  of  the  words,  "  and  to  form 
Bible  classes  wherever  they  can,"  etc.,  read,  "and  to  form  classes 
wherever  they  can  for  the  instruction  of  the  larger  children,  youth, 
and  adults  in  the  word  of  God." 

In  Part  V,  sec.  2,  page  237,  quest.  1,  after  the  words  "  religious 
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iition  to  sus- 
pond  regular 
nr.ler  laid  on 
I  Ik-  table. 


lU-port  from 
I>eputations 
sent  abroad. 


Appreciation 
of  Dr.  Dur- 
bin"s  services 
as  Corre- 
sponding Sec- 
retary of  the 
Missionary 
Society. 


IMay  JiS.      instruction  of  our  cliildren,"  add,  "  and  for  the  promotion  of  Bible 

T\rKNTv-        knowledfre  among  all  our  people  ?  " 
RouBTH  Day.         ^axX.  Y,  sod.  2,  page  238.  ans.  1,  after  the  words,  "in  promoting 
in  all  proper  ways  the  attendance  of  children,"  add,  "and  adults." 

Part  V,  sec.  2,  page  239,  instead  of  the  words  "where  ten  chil- 
dren can  be  collected,"  read  "where  ten  persons  can  be  col- 
lected," etc. 

In  Part  Y,  sec.  2,  item  5,  strike  out  the  words  "and  Bible 
classes." 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  regular  order  of  business 
to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion was  laid  on  the  table. 

A.  S.  Himt  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow raoi-ning  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal  be 
the  reception  of  the  reports  from  the  delegates  ap- 
pointed by  the  last  General  Conference  to  visit 
fraternal  bodies.     The  motion  did  not  prevail. 

C.  D,  Foss  presented  a  paper  in  relation  to  the 
services  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Durbin  as  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society,  which  was  read. 
Pending  its  consideration,  C.  A.  Holmes  moved  to 
refer  the  paper  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.  The 
motion  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  paper  was  then 
unanimously  adopted,  by  a  rising  vote,  as  follows : 

Wiereas,  The  Rev.  John  P.  Durbin,  D.D.,  for  twenty-two  years 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Method- 
i.st  Episcopal  Church,  has  been  constrained  by  advanced  years  anq 
increasing  infirmities  to  yield  to  other  hands  the  banner  he  has 
borne  so  "long  and  so  well;  we,  therefore,  the  Delegates  in  General 
Conference  assembled,  in  behalf  of  the  whole  Church,  record  our 
deep  sense  of  the  very  eminent  service  he  has  rendered  to  the 
cnnse  of  Christ  in  this  most  important  department  of  Christian 
work.  "We  shall  hold  in  grateful  and  lasting  remembrance  the 
exceedingly  rare  combination  of  qualities  which  have  given  him  a 
pre-eminent  place  in  the  pulpit,  on  the  platform,  at  the  Secretary's 
desk,  and  in  the  various  councils  of  the  Missionary  Society  and  of 
the  Church.  Of  that  Society,  though  not  tlie  founder,  he  has  been 
the  cliief  organizer.  Its  admirable  finaucial  system  was  originated " 
in  his  mind;  was  wrought  into  the  working  machinery  of  the 
Church  by  the  matchless  eloquence  with  which  he  presented  it  at 
the  Conferences;  and  will  long  endure  as  his  best  monument. 

We  tender  to  Dr.  Durbin  tlie  assurance  of  our  veneration  and 
affection;  wishing  for  him  a  serene  evening  sky  and  an  abundant 
entrance  into  the  everlasting  brightness;  and  pledging  him  our 
unswerving  fidelity  to  the  cause  which,  by  serving  so  uobly,  he 
has  taught  us  to  love  so  well. 

We  direct  that  this  minute  be  spread  upon  our  Journal,  and  that 
a  copy  of  it,  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Confer- 
ence, be  furnished  to  Dr.  Durbin. 

Dr.  DurWn  to       Y>.  D.  Lorc  moved  that  John  P.  Durbin  hold  the 

be    "Honor-  -nr-      •  c 

ary  ^^  Socre-  position  of  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  So- 
ciety, without  salary. 
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C.  A.  Holmes   moved   to  refer  this  subject  to  the     MiaySS. 
ommittee  on  Missions,  but  the  motion 
the  table  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 


Committee  on  Missions,  but  the  motion  was  laid  on    youRTH^i)AY 


NEBRASKA.  Nbbkaska. 

Bishop  Harris  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Qiiar-   Book    Deposi- 
terly  Conference  of  the    First   Methodist   Episcopal     Omaha. 
Church   at   Omaha,  relating  to  a  Book    Concern  at 
Omaha;  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

NEW  YORK   EAST.  "^eTbt.    "^""'^ 

J.  M.  Backley  presented  a  paper   concerning  the  Support  of  Su- 

support   of  superannuated   preachers,  which  was    re-  Preachers. 

ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Summerfield  Baldwin,  a  lay  delesrate  from  the  Bal-  s.  Baidwm  re- 

Z  •=  sumcs        hi8 

timore  Conference,  was  admitted  to  his  seat  in  place      seat- 
of  J.  W.  Randoljjh,  who  had  held  it  in  his  temjjorary 
absence. 

On  motion  of  R.  A.  W.  Briiehl,  the  order  of  the  day  Church  Exten- 
was  taken  up,  to  wit :  Report  No.  II  from  the  Com-  Nrii.  ^^""^ 
mittee  on  Church  Extension. 

The  amendment  of  J.  M.  Buckley,  to  strike  out  the  Buckley's 
words  "  when  his  name  is  called,"  being  the  question 
before  the  Conference, 

I.  Corwin  called  for  the  previous  question,  and  the  Eeportadopted. 
call  was  sustained  and  the  amendment  was  adopted,  by 
221    for   and  78  against;    and    the  repoit  was  then 
adopted  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Church  Extension  beg  leave  to  present  Report 
No.  II,  as  follows  : 

"We  respectfully  recommend  the  Genei-al  Conference  to  insert  in 
the  Discipline,  in  lieu  of  the  present  section  on  Church  Extension, 
p.  247 ,  the  following  : 

CHAPTER  . 

OP  CHURCH  EXTENSION. 

Section  I.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Church  Extension,  con 
sisting  of  thirty-two  ministers  and  thirty-two  laymen,  to  be  chosen 
by  the  General  Conference,  and  to  be  duly  incorporated  according 
to  law,  with  such  powers  and  prerogatives  as  may  be  needful  to 
the  objects  of  its  appointment,  and  to  be  subject  to  the  control  of 
the  General  Conference. 

1.  The  term  of  service  of  the  members  of  the  Board  shall  begin 
on  the  lirst  day  of  January  following  their  appointment  and  con- 
22 
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IVIay  xJS.  timic  during  the  ensuing  four  years,  and  until  their  successors  sliall 
Twenty-        be  duly  chosen  and  have  entered  upon  their  duties,  unless  other- 

FOURTii  Day.  w^ise  ordered  by  the  General  Conference.  If  a  vacancy  shall  occur, 
by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  during  the  interval  of  ilie  Gen- 
eral Conference,  tiie  Board  shall  have  power  to  till  the  vacancy. 

2.  The  officers  of  the  Board  shall  be  a  President,  Hve  Vice-Pres- 
idents, a  Corresponding  Secretary,  with  such  assistants  as  the  Gen- 
eral Committee  of  Church  Extension  may  autliorize  and  appoint,  a 
Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Assistant  Treasurer,  all  of 
whom,  except  the  CorresiDonding  Secretary  and  assistants,  shall  be 
elected  by  the  Board  at  the  tirst  regular  meeting  in  January  of 
each  year. 

3.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference,  and  shall  be  a  member  of  such  Conference  as  he, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Bishops,  may  select.  He  shall  conduct 
the  correspondence  of  tiie  Board,  under  its  direction,  and  shall  be 
subject  to  the  authority  and  control  of  the  Board,  by  whom  his 
salary  shah  be  fixed  and  paid.  He  shall  be  exclusively  employed 
in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Board,  and,  under  its  direction,  in 
promoting  its  general  interests,  by  traveling  or  otherwise.  Should 
a  vacancy  occur,  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  Boiird  shall 
have  power  to  piovide  for  the  duties  of  the  office,  until  the  Bishops, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  fill  the  vacancy. 

4.  An  Assistant  Corresponding  Secretary,  or  more  than  one,  may 
be  appointed  at  any  time  by  the  General  Committee,  on  the  nom- 
ination of  the  Bishops,  who  shall  receive  such  salarj"-,  and  render 
such  service,  as  the  Board  may  determine. 

5.  The  Board  shall  hold  its  meetings  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
It  shall  have  the  authority  to  make  by-laws  for  the  regulation  of 
its  own  proceedings,  to  provide  for  and  administer  a  Loan  Fund,  to 
take  and  hold  in  trust  for  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cluircli  any 
real  or  personal  property,  and  to  dispose  of  the  same  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  Church;  and  generallj^  to  do  all  and  singular  the 
matters  and  things  which  shall  be  necessary  and  lawful  in  the  ex- 
ecution ot  its  trust:  jirovided,  however,  that  all  amounts  received  on 
the  Loan  Fund  shall  be  used  only  by  loans  on  adequate  security, 
and  provided,  further,  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  interest  and  an- 
nuities payable  shall  never  be  allowed  to  exceed  the  aggregate 
amount  of  interest  receivable. 

6.  It  shall  also  have  antliority  to  provide  and  recommend  a  uni- 
form plan  for  the  organization  of  Local  Boards  of  Church  Exten- 
sion in  large  cities,  luider  such  local  administration  as  ma}'  be 
deemed  advisable  ;  but  in  no  case  shall  such  local  organization  in- 
terfere with  the  general  work  of  the  Board. 

7.  It  shall  also  have  authority,  by  constituting  and  procuring  a 
special  incorporation  or  otherwise,  to  take  such  measun.-s  as  it  may 
deem  wise  and  necessary,  to  procure  the  insurance  of  Churches  and 
other  Church  property  against  loss  by  fire;  and  the  profits  arising 
therefrom,  if  any,  after  the  accumulation  of  a  sufficient  reserve 
fund,  shall  be  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the  Board. 

8.  It  shall  also  have  authority,  with  the  concurrence  of  tiie  Gen- 
eral Committee,  to  niake  such  provisions  as  it  may  deem  wise  for 
honorary  membership  in  the  Parent  and  Cimfereuce  Boards  of 
Church  Extension,  and  in  the  General  Committee. 

9.  At  all  meetings  of  the  Board  thirteen  members  shall  constitute 
a  quorum. 

10.  The  minutes  of  each  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Sec- 
retary' tiiereof. 

1 1.  Tiie  Board  shall  publish  annually  a  full  report  of  its  proceed- 
ing.'j,  and  of  the  state  of  its  funds,  and  shall  submit  to  the  General 
Conference  an  abstract  of  the  same  for  the  four  preceding  years. 
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SECTi05f  II.  Each  Annual  Conlerence  shall,  on  the  nomination  of  Miay  S8. 
the  Presiding  Bishop  and  Presiding  Elders,  appoint  a  Conlerence  Twentt- 
Board  of  Cliurch  Extension,  composed  of  equal  numbers  of  minis- 
ters and  laymen,  consisting  of  a  President,  Vice-Pre.sident,  Record- 
ing Secretaiy,  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Treasurer;  and  not 
less  than  tliree  nor  more  than  seven  additional  members,  so  located 
that  a  quorum  thereof  may  be  convened  at  any  time.  And  the 
Secretary  of  the  Conference  shall  notify  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary of  the  Parent  Board  of  the  name  and  post-office  address  of 
each  member  tliereof 

1.  Said  Board  shall  be  auxiliary  to  tlie  Parent  Board,  and  shall, 
under  its  direction,  have  charge  of  all  the  interests  and  work  of 
Church  extension  within  tlie  Conference.  It  t^hall  see  lliat  the 
amount  asked  of  the  Conference  b}'  the  General  Committee  is  di- 
vided for  collection  among  the  several  districts  and  pastoral 
charges,  witli  due  regard  to  tiieir  circumstances  and  ability,  and 
that  each  is  notified  early  in  the  year;  and  shall,  in  connection 
witli  the  Conference,  take  all  necessary  measures  to  secure  at 
least  tiie  amount  asked,  and  special  donations  and  bequests  to  the 
Loan  Fund.  ^ 

2.  It  shall  carefully  examine  all  applications  for  aid  from  within  i 
the  bounds  of  the  Conference,  and  recommend  only  such  as  are  \ 
found  to  be  truly  needy  and  meritorious.  It  shall  keep  and  pre-  4 
serve,  in  suitable  books  to  be  furnished  by  tlie  Parent  Board,  a 
faitliful  record  of  all  its  proceeding-s,  and  account  of  amounts  asked 
and  received  each  year  from  every  pastoral  charge;  and  shall  make 
full  report  thereof  to  each  session  of  the  Annual  Conference  for 
pubhcation  in  the  Conference  Minutes,  and  at  the  same  time  to  the 
Parent  Board. 

3.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Conference  Board  shall  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable, at  least  once  in  every  three  months,  remit  all  funds  coming 
into  his  hands  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Parent  Board. 

4.  If  for  any  reason  such  Conference  Board  cannot  be  constituted 
or  act,  the  Bishop  having  charge,  or  a  Committee  by  him  appointed, 
may  perform  any  of  the  duties  required  in  this  section. 

Section  III.  Tliere  shall  be  a  General  Committee  of  Church  Ex- 
tension, composed  as  follows : 

1.  The  General  Superintendents,  one  of  whom,  as  the)'  may  from 
time  to  time  determine,  shall  be  Chairman. 

2.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  and  Assistants,  Recording  Secre- 
tary, who  shall  be  tx  officio  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  and  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board. 

3.  The  Annual  Conferences  being  grouped  by  the  General  Con- 
ference into  twelve  Church  Extension  Districts,  there  shall  be  one 
member  from  each  District  elected  by  the  General  Conference  ou 
the  nomination  of  the  Delegates  of  each  District  respectively,  and  a 
corresponding  number  appointed  by  the  Board. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee  to  meet  annually  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  on  such  day  in  the  month  of  November  a3/, 
shall    be    appointed    by    the    Corresponding   Secretary,    to    deter- 
mine: 

1.)  What  amount  each  Conference  shall  be  asked  to  raise  by  col- 
lections for  the  uses  of  the  Board  during  the  ensuing  year; 

2.)  What  amount  may  be  donated  and  loaned  within  each  Con- 
ference during  the  same  period;  and, 

3.)  What  amount  may  be  applied  to  general  and  special  pur- 
poses, not  included  in  the  above. 

5.  The  General  Committee  shall  also  have  authority  to  counsel 
and  direct  the  Board  in  the  general  administration  of  the  trust  com- 
mitted to  its  care. 

6.  If  a  vacancy  should  occur  by  death,  resignation,  removal  from 
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MLay  SiS.     the  District,  or  otherwise,  the  Bishop  liaving  charge  of  the  Confer- 

TwKNTY-        ence  within  wliich  it  occurs  shall  fill  the  vacancy. 
ifOiTRTH  Day.         -j    ji^xpeiises  incurred  by  the  Committee  in  the  discharge  of  its 
duties  may  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  tlie  Board. 

Section  IV.  All  applications  for  aid  shall  be  made  in  accordanc* 
with  blank  forms  to  be  furnished  by  the  Parent  Board,  and  shalV 
set  forth, 

1.  The  number  of  Church-members,  Sunday-school  children  and 
congregation  to  be  accommodated,  the  population  of  the  place,  and 
prospects  of  growth. 

2.  The  legal  incorporation  of  the  Church  or  Board  of  Trustees. 

3.  The  location,  size,  present  and  prospective  value  of  the  site, 
the  validity  of  the  title  thereto,  and  whether  held  in  trust  for  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

4.  A  description  of  the  building  to  which  aid,  if  granted,  will  be 
applied,  and  if  required,  a  cop}'  of  the  plans  and  specifications  of 
the  architect  shall  be  submitted,  and,  if  deemed  necessary  by  the 
Parent  or  Conference  Board,  modified  as  may  be  suggested. 

5.  The  estimated  and  probable  cost  when  completed. 

6.  The  available  resources  and  amount  of  reliable  subscription, 
and  that  tliose  immediately  interested  have  done  or  are  doing  all 
that  could  reasonably  be  expected. 

7.  Wh;it  amount  of  debt,  if  anj-,  may  be  allowed  to  remain 
against  the  property,  and  how  soon  the  Trustees  or  others  will 
agree  to  remove  it. 

8.  Is  the  property  insured  ?  Will  it  be  ?  In  what  Company  ? 
To  what  amount  ? 

9.  Whether  the  Church,  if  aided,  will  become  self-supporting,  and 
how  soon,  and  to  what  extent  it  may  be  expected  to  aid  in  tlie  gen- 
eral work  of  the  Church. 

10.  Any  additional  facts  and  circumstances  that  will  assist  the 
Board  to  a  proper  decision  on  the  application. 

Every  such  application  for  aid  shall  be  first  submitted  to  the  Con- 
ference Board  of  Church  Extension,  and  said  Board  shall  certify  its 
action  thereon  to  the  Parent  Board,  and  aid  shall  be  granted  only 
by  the  concurrent  action  of  botli  the  Conference  and  Parent  Boards, 
and,  except  in  cases  of  great  emergency,  within  the  amount  author- 
ized by  the  General  Committee. 

Provided,  however,  that  for  the  procurement  of  property  in  mis- 
sion territory  the  Parent  Board  may  appropriate  funds,  specially 
authorized  by  the  General  Committee,  without  such  application  or 
recommendation  by  a  Conference  Board :  but  in  all  sucli  cases  the 
title  to  such  property  should  vest  in  the  Board  of  Church  Exten- 
sion. 

Skction  V.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Presiding  Elder  to  bring 
the  subject  of  Church  Extension  before  the  Quarterly  Conference 
of  each  Circuit  and  Station  within  his  District  at  the  last  Quarterly 
Conference  in  each  year;  and  said  Quarterly  Conference  shall 
appoint  a  Committee  of  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  than  five,  of 
which  the  Preacher  in  Charge  shall  be  Chairman,  to  be  called  the 
Committee  on  Church  Extension,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  aid  the 
Preacher  in  Charge  in  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the 
Discipline  and  plans  of  the  Boards  for  the  support  of  this  cause, 
and  in  securing  at  least  the  amount  asked  of  the  Circuit  or  Station 
for  its  aid;  and  the  Presiding  Elder  shall  inquire  in  the  third  Quar- 
terly Conference  of  each  year  what  has  been  done  for  this  cause, 
and  whether  the  amount  asked  has  been  received ;  and  if  not  he 
shall  urgently  request  the  Preacher  in  Charge  and  tlie  Quarterly 
Conference  to  take  such  measures  as  will  secure  it  before  the  close 
of  the  year. 
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Sectiox  VI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  aided 
liy  ihe  Committee  on  Church  Extension,  to  provide  for  the  diffusion 
of  information  concerning  the  work  and  wants  of  the  Board  of 
Church  Extension  ]  he  shall  preach,  or  caused  to  be  preached,  a 
sermon  on  tliis  subject  in  each  congregation  in  every  year,  and  so- 
licit contributions  from  each,  endeavoring  to  secure  at  least  the 
amount  asked  as  above  provided,  and  shall  at  each  Conference 
report  the  amount  asked  and  the  amount  received  for  Church  Ex- 
tension. He  shall  also  invite  special  contributions  and  bequests  to 
the  Loan  Fund. 

We  also  recommend  the  following  amendments  to  the  Discipline: 

1.  In  all  places  where  tlie  words  "Church  Extension  Society "_ 
occur  substitute  for  them  the  words  "Board  of  Church  Extension." 

2.  On  page  54  in-sert  as  question  16,  "Who  are  the  Conference 
Board  of  Church  Extension  ?  " 

H.  On  page  90,  twelfth  line  from  the  top,  after  the  word  "  So- 
ciety," insert  the  words  "  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  As- 
sistant Corresponding  Secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Church  Exten- 
sion." 

4.  On  page  95,  second  line  from  the  top,  and  on  page  104,  twen- 
ty-first line  from  the  top,  insert  after  the  word  "Missions"  the 
words  "  Church  Extension." 


Miay  S8. 

TWENTY- 
FOUETH   DAT. 


Report  No.  Ill  of  the  Committee  on  Church  Exten-  Church  Exten- 

,  T       ,  ,  ,.  ,,  sion:  Eeport 

sion  was  read  and  adopted  as  lollows  :  No.iiiadopt- 

ed. 

The  Committee  on  Church  Extension  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  carefully  considered  the  resolution  referred  to  them  as 
follows,  to  wit: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Church  Extension  Society  be 
instructed  to  report  to  this  body  the  number  of  Churches  during 
the  past  four  years  to  which  loans  have  been  made,  their  locality, 
the  amount  of  the  loans  to  each  Church,  and  the  per  cent,  of  in- 
terest on  which  said  loans  have  been  made  in  each  case." 

And  the  Committee  inform  the  General  Conference  that  all  the 
information  on  the  subject  that  need  to  be  submitted  may  be  found 
in  the  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Society. 


A  motion  of  Cyrus  Niitt  to  suspend  the  order  of 
business  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  American  Bible  Society  was  lost. 

The  consideration  of  Report  No.  V  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Book  Concern  was  resumed. 

N,  L.  Braketnan  moved  that  the  report  be  so 
amended  that  the  election  of  the  General  Conference 
officers  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  each  morning 
immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal,  begin- 
ning to-day  at  ten  minutes  past  eleven,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

The  language  of  the  report  concerning  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  of  the  Stinday-School  Union  was 
changed  to  conform  to  the  action  already  had  on  the 


Book  Concern : 
Eeport  No. 
V  resumed. 

Brakeman's 
Amendment. 


Corresponding 
Secretary  of 
the  Sunday- 
School  Union. 
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May  28. 

KOURTu  Day. 

Nominations  to 
be  made  in 
open  Confer- 
ence. 


Hand  Vote 
when  but  one 
Is  nominated. 


Book  Concern  : 
Report  No. 
V  adopted. 


Report  jSTo.  II  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Scliools 
and  Tracts. 

R.  Nelson  proposed,  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
nominations  for  the  several  officers  be  made  in  open 
Conference,  which  amendment  was  adopted  by  a  count 
vote  of  X62  for  to  116  against. 

K.  P.  Jervis  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
nominations  be  made  without  eulogistic  observations 
concerning  the  persons  so  nominated.  The  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

Dr.  Curry  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  in  the 
event  of  only  one  person  being  nominated  for  any 
given  office,  the  election  may  be  had  by  a  show  of 
hands.     The  motion  prevailed. 

The  report  was  then  adopted  as  follows : 

BOOK  CONCERN- — REPORT  NO.  V. 

Tour  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  tlie  question  of  the  time 
and  order  of  the  election  of  General  Conference  ofiBcers  other  than 
Bishops,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  additional  report  on  the 
subject : 

We  recommend  that  the  election  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
of  the  Sunday-School  Union  and  Tract  Society,  the  Editor  of  the 
Apologist,  and  the  Editor  of  the  German  Family  Magazine  and  Sun- 
day-school books,  periodicals,  and  tracts,  be  the  special  order  for 
this  day  at  ten  minutes  past  eleven  o'clock,  and  tliat  the  remaining 
General  Conference  officers  be  elected,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  from 
day  to  day,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  General  Conference,  in  the  order 
as  follows : 

1.  The  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review  and  books. 

2.  The  pjditor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository. 

3.  Tlie  Editor  of  the  New  York  Christian  Advocate. 

4.  The  Editor  of  the  Western  Cliri'stian  Advocate. 

5.  Tiie  P]ditor  of  the  Norih-western  Ciiristian  Advocate. 

6.  The  Editor  of  the  Central  Ciiristian  Advocate. 

7.  The  Editor  of  tlie  Noitliern  Christian  Advocate. 

8.  Tlie  Editor  of  the  Pittsburgli  Christian  Advocate. 

9.  The  Editor  of  the  California  Christian  Advocate. 

10.  The  Editor  of  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate. 

11.  The  Editor  of  the  Atlanta  Ciiristian  Advocate: 

12.  The  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  at  New  York. 

13.  The  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati. 


Payne  Pettl- 
bone  admit- 
ted in  place  of 
N.  T.  Childs. 

3.  II.  Vincent 
elect<>d  Edit- 
or of  Sund.iy- 
School  and 
Tract  Publi- 
cations. 


At  the  request  of  the  Wyoming  delegation,  Payne 
Pettibone  was  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  Conference  in 
place  of  N.  T.  Childs,  who  was  absent. 

J.  H.  Vincent  was  nominated  for  editor  of  the  Sun- 
day-school books,  papers,  and  tracts,  and,  there  being 
no  other  nominee,  he  was  elected  by  acclamation. 
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William  Nasi  wa-^,  in  like  manner,  elected  editor  of 
the  Christian  Apologist. 

Henry  Leibhart  was,  on  nomination,  elected  editor 
of  the  German  Family  Magazine  and  Sunday-school 
books  and  tracts  by  acclamation. 

The  Conference  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  editor 
of  the  Quarterly  Review,  and  the  ballot  was  reported 
as  follows  : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  366  ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  184. 

D.  D.  Whedon,  having  received  225  votes,  was  de- 
clared elected. 

The  Conference  then  balloted  for  editor  of  the  La- 
dies' Repository,  and  the  tellers  retired  to  count  the 
vote. 

On  motion  of  A.  M.  Osbon,  the  regular  order  of 
business  was  suspended,  and  the  Report  No.  I  of 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  was  then  taken  up  and 
read. 

Hiram  Price  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  insert- 
ing "  45  "  instead  of  "  39"  as  the  ratio  of  representation. 

A  motion  to  lay  this  proposition  on  the  table  did 
not  prevail. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted,  and  the  report 
as  amended  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 


TWENTY- 

FOUP.TU  Day. 

"William     Nast 
elected    Edit- 
f>-      of      tlie 
Christian 
Ajiologist. 

Henry  Leibhart 
elected  Edit- 
or of  German 
Family  Mag- 


D.  D.  Whedon 
elected  Edit- 
or of  the  Quar- 
terly Review. 

Editor  of  La- 
dies"   Reposi- 

Itinerancy :  Re- 
port No.  I. 


Ratio  of  Repre- 
sentation. 


ITIXERANCY — REPORT   NO.  I. 

The  Committee  oa  Itinerancy,  having  had  the  matter  of  the  ratio 
of  ministerial  representation  in  the  General  Conference  under  con- 
sideration, respectfully  report, 

That  they  recommend  that  Part  II.  chap,  i,  sec.  1,  ans.  1,  be  so 
changed  as  to  substitute  the  word  "  forty-five "  for  the  word 
"tiiirty." 

The  paragrapli  will  then  read : 

The  General  Conference  sliall  be  composed  of  ministerial  and  lay 
delegates.     The  ministerial  delegates  shall  consist  of  one  member      ^ 
for  every  forty-five  members  of  each  Annual  Conference,  etc. 

Report  No.  X  from  the  Committee  on  Missions  was   Missions:    Re- 
presented and  adopted,  as  follows :  adopted."'  ^ 


MISSIONS— REPORT  NO.  X. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  recommend  that  the  Third  Article  Change  of  the 

of  the  Constitution  of  the  Missionary  Society  be  so  changed  tiiat  it  *mf's"^'*to' 

shall  correspond  with  the  Charter  of  said  Society,  and  so  that  it  °     esociety. 
shall  read  as  follows : 
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Mrty  as. 

TwENTi- 

FoURTH  Day. 


Art.  III. — Board  of  Managers. 

The  management  and  disposition  of  the  affairs  and  property  of 
said  Corporation  shall  be  ve.sted  in  a  Board  of  Managers,  to  be  an- 
nually elected  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society  to  be  called  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  held  in  tlie  city  of  Xew  York,  at  such  time  and  on  such 
notice  as  the  Board  of  Managers,  for  the  time  being,  shall  previ- 
ously prescribe.  Such  Board  shall  consist  of  thirty-two  laymen  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  thirty-two  traveling  ministers 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  Board  sliall  also  liave  authority  to  make  by-laws,  not  incon- 
sistent with  this  constitution  or  the  charter;  to  print  books  for 
Indian  and  Foreign  Missions,  and  missions  in  which  a  foreign  lan- 
guage is  used;  to  fill  vacancies  tliat  may  occur  during  the  year 
among  the  ofiBcers  elective  by  the  Society,  or  in  its  own  body ;  and 
shall  present  a  statement  of  its  transactions  and  funds  to  the  Soci- 
ety at  its  annual  meeting,  and  also  shall  lay  before  the  General 
Conference  a  report  of  its  transactions  for  the  four  preceding  years, 
and  the  state  of  its  funds. 


State  of  the 
Church:  Ke- 
port  No.  II. 
Commission  on 
Boundaries  of 
New  York  Con- 
ferences :  Ad- 
ditional Mem- 
bers. 


Ballot  for  Edit- 
or of  Ladies' 
Bepository. 


State  of  the 
Church :  Re- 
port No.  II 
resumed. 

Call  for  previ- 
ous question 
not  sustained. 

Motion  to  post- 
pone lost. 

Amendment 
laid     on    the 
table. 


Report  No.  II  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church  was  taken  up. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  the  following  per- 
sons were  announced  as  the  additional  members  of  the 
Commission  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the 
boundaries  in  Central  New  York :  Genesee  Confer- 
ence, R.  L.  Waite  and  E,  E.  Chambers ;  East  Genesee, 
R.  Hogoboom  and  Thomas  Tousey;  Central  New 
York,  A.  J.  Phelps  and  B.  I.  Ives ;  Black  River,  I.  S. 
Bingham  and  L.  L.  Palmer;  Wyoming,  R.  Nelson 
and  W.  G.  Queal. 

The  tellers  reported  the  result  of  the  ballot  for 
editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository,  as  follows  : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  349 ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  175. 

No  one  having  received  the  requisite  majority,  there 
was  no  election,  and  the  Conference  proceeded  to  bal- 
lot a  second  time  for  the  same  officer. 

The  tellers  received  the  ballots  and  retired. 

The  Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  Re- 
port No.  II  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church. 

L.  D.  White  called  for  the  previous  question,  but 
the  call  was  not  sustained. 

J.  O,  Rich  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  whole 
subject.     The  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  A.  M.  Osbon,  the  pending  amendment, 
which  was  made  by  Francis  Hodgson,  to  strike  out  the 
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word  "  sub "  before  the  word  "  pastors,"  was  laid  on    Miay  as. 

TWENTY- 

trie  table.  foueth  Day. 

K.  p.  Jervis  called  for  the  previous  question,  but 
the  call  was  not  sustained. 

The  tellers  reported  the  result  of  the  second  ballot  ^7°°|(iitof  ",• 
for  editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repositoi-y,  Jis  follows :  Ladies'     Ec- 

^  ■'  '  pository. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  357;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  179. 

No  person  having  received  a  majority,  there  was  no  No  Election. 
election, 

A  motion  to  extend  the  time  of  session  prevailed  by  Time  of  session 

.'■.''        extended. 

a  count  vote  of  191  in  the  afiirmative,  negative  not 
counted,  and  the  Conference  proceeded  to  ballot  a 
third  time  for  editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository. 

The  tellers  received  the  ballots  and  retired  to  count 
the  vote,  and  the  Conference  then  adjourned.  The 
doxology  having  been  sung,  the  benediction  was  pro- 
nounced by  L  S,  Bingham,  of  Black  River  Conference. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  29.  ^.y  39. 

Twenty-fifth 

Conference  met  at   the  usual  hour,  Bishop  Foster         i^^^'- 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  C. 
D.  Foss,  of  New  York  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  session  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion  of  C.  A.  Loeber,  the  order  of  business  Chicago  and 
was  suspended,  and  the  following  preamble  and  reso-  German  Con- 
lution  were  read  and  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  North-west  German  Conference  is  now  (divided  into 
two  Conferences,  called  respectively  the  "  Cliicago  German  Confer- 
ence "  and  the  "Nortli-west  German  Conference;  "  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Bishops  be  and  are  hereby  respect-  Division  of  Mis- 
fully  requested  to  divide  the  Missionary  appropriations  already  sionary  ap- 
made  to  the  North-west  German  Conference  between  tlie  Ciiicago  Propnat'ons. 
and  the  North-west  German  Conferences  as  equitably  as  possible. 

George  G.  Hackedorn,  lay  delegate  from  Central  g.g  Hackedom 

.      /-,       r-  '        ./  o  )jas   leave   of 

Ohio  Conference,  was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  the     absence. 
remainder  of  the  session,  and  S.  L.  Roberts  was  placed 
on  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  in 
his  stead. 
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M:a.y  t2».         H.  Price,  by  consent,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
^^^dIy"""    tions,  wliich  were  read  and  adopted  : 

^leg^us.  °  liesolced.  1.  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates  be  in- 

striictetl  to  audit  and  pay  from  funds  now  on  hand  tlie  expenses  of 
delegates  when  the  required  statements  are  presented. 

Jit.sol' ed,  2.  That  if  the  amount  received  from  the  several  Annual 
Conferences  for  said  purpose  he  found  insufficient,  in  the  aggregate, 
to  meet  all  of  said  expenses,  that  said  Coii.mittee  be  authorized  to 
draw  on  the  Book  Concern  to  meet  said  deficiency. 

ResolvKd,  3.  That  incase  of  an  overplus  in  the  fund  received  from 
Conferences  ailer  pnj'ment  of  expenses  of  delegates,  said  overplus 
shall  be  paid  into  the  Book  Concern. 

Third  ballot  for       The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the 
dies'  Reposi-   result  of  the  third  ballot  for  editor  of  Ladies'  Repos- 
^'  itory,  namely  : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  360  ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  181. 
Ko  election.  Xo  person  having  received  a  majority  of  the  votes 

cast,  theie  was  no  election. 

The  Conference  then   balloted   a   fourth  time   for 
editor    of    the  Ladies'    Repository,   and   the    tellers 
again  retired. 
■J.  .v.  Sherburne        Joseph  A.  Sherburne,  of  Vermont  Conference,  was 

.•idniitted      in        ,      .          ,  ,  .  ,  .   ,  •     i     i          -rx^     -i-x 

place  of  w.  admitted  to  his  seat,  hitherto  occupied  by  \v .  D. 
Malcom,  a  reserve  delegate  of  the  Vermont  Con- 
ference. 

Episcopacy:  J  ^i  Trimble,  bv  consent,  presented  the  Report  of 

B\"h  "*  ^^  ^^^  Committee  on  Episcopacy  relating  to  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Bishops,  which  was  read. 

^vlded"  ^^'  ^'  ^^^'^^^  called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  and 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  last  paragraph  and  ap- 
pended resolution. 

Wc-akiey's  Sub-  J.  W.  Weakley  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  the 
paper  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

i.,iid  on  the  A.  M.  Osbon  movcd  that  the  substitute  lie  on  the 
table,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

Bishops'      ad-       The  last  paragra])h  and  appended  resolution  were 

ministration  t         ^  />  n 

approved. and  then  adopted,, as  follows: 

character 

passed.  Tour    Committee    have    examined     the    administration    of  the 

Bishops  in  the  Conferences  for  the  past  four  j-ears.  and  approve  the 
same.     They,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  tiie  following: 

lie-solved,  That  tiie  administration  of  the  Bishops  be  approved, 
and  their  characters  pass. 

^B^porulidon       0°  motion  of  E.  O.  Haven,  the  remainder  of  the 


tible. 


the  table. 


report  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the 
result  of  the  fourth  ballot  for  editor  of  the  Ladies' 
Repository,  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  35S;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  180. 

No  person  having  received  the  requisite  number, 
there  was  na  election.  Conference,  therefore,  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  the  fifth  time,  and  the  tellers  again 
retired. 

On  motion  of  E.  O.  Haven,  the  order  of  business 
was  suspended,  and  reports  from  Standing  Committees 
were  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  presented  Reports  Xos. 
Vli,  VIII,  IX,  X,  XI,  XII,  XIII,  and  XIV.  Also  a 
Minority  Report  to  accompany  Report  No.  II. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern 
presented  Reports  Nos.  VI  and  VII. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts  pre- 
sented Reports  Nos.  V  and  VL 

The  Committee  on  Missions  presented  Reports  Nos. 
IX  and  XI. 

The  Committee  on  Education  presented  Reports 
Nos.  Vll,  VIII,  IX,  and  X. 

The  Committee  on  Church  Extension  presented 
Reports  Nos.  IV,  V,  and  VI. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  pre- 
sented Reports  Nos.  IV,  V,  and  VI. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  presented  Report 
No.  IV. 

The  Committee  on  Boundaries  presented  their  final 
report. 

On  motion  of  L.  Hitchcock,  the  order  of  business 
was  suspended,  and  the  report  of  the  Special  Commit- 
tee on  the  Scandinavian  Work  was  read  and  adopted 
as  follows  : 


3Iav    39. 

twentt-fhth 
Day. 

Fourth  ballot 
lor  Editor  of 
Ladies'  Re- 
pository. 


Reports      from 
Standing 
Committees 
presented  and 
laid     on     the 
table. 

Eevisals :  Re- 
ports Nos. 
VII,  VIII, 
IX.  X,  XI, 
XII,  XIII, 
XIV.  Minor- 
ity Report 
No.  II. 

Book  Concern  : 
Reports  Nos. 
VI  and  VII. 

Sunday  Schools 
and  Tracts : 
Reports  Nos. 
V  and  VI. 

Missions :  Re- 
ports Nos. 
IX  and  XI. 

Education  :  Re- 
ports Nos. 
VII,  VIII, 
IX,  and  X. 

Church  E.vten- 
sion :  Reports 
Nos.  IV,  V, 
and  VI. 

State  of  the 
( 'hurch :  Re- 
ports Nos.  IV, 
V,  and  VI. 

Itiner.iney:  Re- 
port No.  IV. 

Boundaries: 
Final  Report 

Scandinavian 
Work.       Re- 
port adopted. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   OX   THE   SCANDINAVIAN 
WORK. 


Tour  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  certain  peti- 
tions and  memoriaLs  asking  for  the  continuance  of  the  publication 
of  the  Sandtbudtt  (or  Messenger)  in  ti)e  Swedish  language,  which 
was  suspended  at  the  time  of  the  Chicago  lire  on  account  of  the 
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Miay  29.     loss  of  all  the  material  of  the  ofifice  ;  also  asking  for  the  translation 

TwxNTY-FiPTH    of  Df.  Nast's  Catechisms,  our  Book  of  Discipline,  the  revision  of  the 

Day.  Swedish  h3-mn  book,  and  the  publication  of  such  other  books  as 

may  be  needed  in  tlie  same  language.     Said  memorialists  also  ask 

the  appointment  of  an  agent  to  collect   funds   for  a  theological 

school. 

There  were  also  referred  to  us  several  petitions  and  statements 
in  reference  to  the  necessity  of  some  provision  for  our  Norwegian 
brethren  who  cannot  read  the  Swedish  language. 

There  was  referred  to  us  a  Catechism  in  the  Danish  language, 
•which  is  said  to  be  a  translation  of  our  Catecliism.  with  such  addi- 
tions as  are  considered  necessarj'  for  the  benefit  of  our  work  among 
the  Xorweginns  in  the  United  States  and  in  Norway 

Having  carefully  considered  the  subject  referred  to  us,  we  beg 
leave  to  report  for  j-our  adoption  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Methodist  Book 
Concern  be  instructed  to  commence  the  publication  of  the  Sande- 
budet  the  first  of  July  next  if  practicable. 

Resolved,  2.  That  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  Publishing 
Committee,  consisting  of  three  ministers  and  two  laymen,  namely, 
Rev.  A.  J.  Anderson,  N.  0.  Westergren,  and  S.  B.  Newman,  min- 
isters, and  Charles  M.  Lindgren  and  Gustavus  Wetterland,  laymen, 
who  shall,  with  the  approval  of  the  Agents,  appoint  the  editor  and 
fix  his  salary,  and  shall  also  consider  and  advise  with  the  Agents  in 
reference  to  such  matters  as  may  be  referred  to  them  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  or  the  Agents  relating  to  other  Swedish  publica- 
tions. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  said  Publishing  Committee,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Agents,  shall  have  power  to  act  in  reference  to  re- 
vising the  Swedish  hymn  book,  the  translation  of  Dr.  Nast's  Cate- 
chism, our  Book  of  Discipline,  and  such  other  publications  as  may 
be  found  necessary  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  Swedish  brethren. 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  Central  Illinois  Conference  be  requested 
and  authorized  to  make  such  provisions  to  raise  funds,  by  agency 
or  otherwise,  for  the  endowment  of  the  school  now  at  Galesburgh 
as  they  may  deem  best. 

Resolved,  5.  That  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  Norwegian  brethren. 
Rev.  A.  Hagenson,  0.  P.  Peterson,  and  J.  H.  Johnson,  of  tiie  Wis- 
consin Conference,  be  a  Committee  to  publish  a  paper  in  the  Danish 
language,  with  the  approval  of  the  Agents  of  the  T^^estern  Jlethod- 
ist  Book  Concern,  and  that  said  Agents  be  authorized  to  pa}-  to 
said  Committee  a  sum  not  exceeding  $500  a  year  for  the  ensuing 
four  years,  to  aid  in  its  publication,  if  in  their  judgment  such  aid  is 
necessary  to  its  success. 

Resolved,  6.  That  having  examined  the  Catechism  which  was  re- 
ferred to  us,  we  recommend  that  Revs.  M.  Hansen,  A.  Olseu,  L. 
Dollang,  and  G.  A.  Stensen  of  Norway,  and  A.  Hagensen,  0.  P. 
Peterson,  and  J.  H.  Johnson,  of  Wisconsin  Conference,  be  a  Com- 
mittee on  revision  and  publication  of  the  some,  and  that  when  they 
shall  have  finished  their  work  the  Missionary  Meeting  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  in  Norway  be  authorized  to  publish  the 
same. 

Tract  Society  to       The  Same  Committee  also  presented  the  folloA\ingr 

pay    $oOU    a  .  ^  & 

year   toward  preamble     and     resolution,    which    were    read    and 

publishing   ^       t  ^ 

ScaDdinavian     adopted  ; 
paper. 

Whereas,  The  Tract  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  circulating  religious  literature  in 
our  own  and  other  languages ;  and, 
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Whe^i-eas,  A  weekly  religious  paper  in  the  Swedish  language  is  a  JViay  S3». 
necessity  to  the  members  of  our  Church  ;  and,  Twenty-kuth 

Whn7ea.i,  The  publication  of  the  Sandebudet  was  attended  with  a  ^^'^• 

loss  of  over  ono  thonsuud  dollars  a  year;  therefore, 

Resobied,  That  the  Tract  Society  be  requested  to  pay  to  the 
Agents  of  the  "Western  Methodist  Book  Concern  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  a  year,  for  the  next  ensuing  four  years,  to  aid  in 
the  publication  of  said  paper. 

The  tellers  then  reported,  and  the  Bisliop  announced  ^5^ito*"o°f  i^'^ 
the  result  of  the  fifth  ballot  for  editor  of  the  Ladies'  dies'  Eeposi- 
Repository,  as  follows  : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  387  ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  194. 

No  person   having  received  the  requisite  number,   No  Election, 
the  Conference  balloted  the  sixth  time,  and  the  tellers 
retired. 

Wesley  Kenney,  a  delegate  from  the  Wilmington  WesieyKenne^ 
Conference,  was  granted  leave  of  absence,  and  R.  W.  absencr^  e. 
Todd,  a  reserve  delegate,  was  admitted  to  his  seat  and  mi'tted  in  hia 
to  his  place  on  the  Committees.  ^'®^*^" 

On  motion  of  Francis   A.   Hester,  the  Conference  Editor  of  Chris- 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  editor  of  the  Christian      cate. 
Advocate  at  New  York. 

R.  W.  Thompson  moved  that  the  lay  delegates  de- 
mand a  separate  vote  on  this  question. 

Tlie  roll  of  lay  delegates  was  then  called,  and  the 
motion  was  lost  by  the  following  vote — ayes,  31 ; 
noes,  67,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Albright  of  Philadelphia,  Baldwin,  Bates, 
Beale,  Bennett,  Berkley,  Bonner,  Bradley,  Brownfield, 
Bundy,  Cooley,  Cornell,  Deering,  De  Pauw,  Elmore, 
Evans,  Fish,  Goodrich,  Hammer,  Hoyt,  Kniel,  Lane^ 
Miller,  Owen,  Pettibone,  Price,  Reynolds,  Strong, 
Tasker,  Thompson  of  Indiana,  Woodward — 31. 

Nays — Abernetliy,  Albright  of  Pittsburgh,  Beadle, 
Benton,  Berry,  Brown  of  Genesee,  Brown  of  Michi- 
gan, Briiehl,  Burr,  Campbell,  Carter,  Coldwell,  Corn- 
stock,  Cordozo,  Corwin,  Davisson,  Decker,  Dickhaut, 
Dobbins,  Ebbert,  Ellington,  English,  Fairchild,  Funk, 
Garrett,  Gavitt,  Hiett,  Harris,  Hill,  HoUoway,  Hypes, 
Hubbard  of  East  Genesee,  Hubbard  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, Jay,  Jones,  Klippel,  Lewis  of  Minnesota,  Logan 
of  Central  Illinois,  Logan  of  West  Virginia,  Mallalieu, 
M'Calmont,    MTntosh,    M'Williams,    Magee,    Moore, 
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May  29.     Moses,  Nicols,  Pattoii,  Petrie,  Paxton,  Ram!=ey,  Rich, 

Dav"""    Root,  Smith,  Shaw,  Shinkle,  Shoveler,  Sigler,  Smith  (J. 

H.  v.),  Stillmaii,  Swing,  Taylor  of  Lexingion,  Thomas, 

Thompson    of   Georgia,   Wardwell,    Wells    of  Troy, 

West — 67. 

Sixth  ballot  for       The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Chair  announced  tlie 

dW  Eeposi-  rcsult  of  the  sixth  ballot  for  an  editor  of  the  Ladies' 

''^^'  Repository  as  follows  : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  370;   necessary  to  a 
choice,  186. 
No  Election.  No  person  having  received  the  requisite  number  the 

Conference  proceeded  to  ballot  the  seventh  time,  and 
the  tellers  again  retired. 
Ballot  for  Edi-       Conference  then  balloted  for  an  editor  for  the  Chris- 
Christian  Ad-  tian  Advocate  at  New  York,  and  tlie  tellers  retired, 
vocate.  ^i^g  Chair  having  mean  time  appointed  J.  M.  Buckley, 

Additional  Tel-  W.  M'Allister,  J.  B.  Quigg,  J.  J.  Hight,  W.  C.  De 
^^"'  Pauw,  Otis  Gibson,  and  J.  H.  V.  Smith  as  additional 

tellers. 
BouDdaries.  S.  Barnes  moved  a  suspension  of  the  order  of  busi- 

ness in  order  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries  so  far  as  it  relates  to  Central  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Philadelphia  Conferences,  but  the  motion 
did  not  prevail. 
Jewett requests       g.  A.  W.  Jewctt  askcd  Icavc  to  vote  after  the  tellers 
of      voting,  had  retired,  on  the  ground   that  tlie  tellers  had  not 
^"°    '    called  on  him  personally  for  his  ballot.     The  request 
was  not  granted. 
Seventh  ballot        fhe  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the 
Ladies'    Ke-  seventh  bMlot  for  editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository, 

pository.  ,  i.  j  ' 

to  wit : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  384  ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  193. 
E.  Wentworth       E.  Wentworth,  having  received  197  votes,  was  de- 
clared duly  elected. 
Btate    of   the       The  Order  of  business   was  resumed,  and  Report 
port  No!  ii'.     No.  II  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church 
was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  G.  W.  Woodruff, 
answer   1    to  question   3  was   stricken  out,   and  the 
numbers    to   the   succeeding   answers   were    changed 
accordingly. 

William  M'K.  Hester  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone 
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the  further  consideration  of  the  report,  but  the  motion 
did  not  prevail. 

A.  J.  Kynett  called  for  the  previous  question,  and 
the  call  was  sustained,  and  the  report  as  amended  was 
then  adopted,  as  follows  : 


IMay  S!>. 

twexty-fifth 
Day. 

Previous  ques- 
tion sustained 
and  Keport 
adopted. 


STATE   OF  THE   CHURCH — REPORT  NO.  II. 

Upon  the  subject  of  classes  and  class-meetings,  referred  to  us, 
we  report  as  follows : 

"We  recommend  tlie  General  Conference  to  substitute  in  place  of 
Part  I,  chapter  ill,  section  3,  pages  45  and  46,  the  following,  to  wit: 


Section  III. —  Classes  and  Class-Meetings. 

Quest.  1.  What  is  the  design  of  the  organization  of  classes  and    Class -Meetings, 
the  appointment  of  leaders? 

A)i'<.  1.  To  establish  a  system  of  pastoral  oversight  that  shall 
effectively  reach  every  member  of  the  Church. 

2.  To  establish  and  keep  up  a  meeting  for  social  and  religious 
worship,  for  instruction,  encouragement,  and  admonition,  that  shall 
be  a  profitable  meaus  of  grace  to  our  people. 

3.  To  carry  out,  unless  other  measures  be  adopted,  a  financial 
plan  for  the  raising  of  moneys. 

Quest.  2.  What  is  the  primary  object  of  distributing  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Clnirch  into  classes? 

Ans.  To  secure  the  sub-pastoral  oversight  made  necessary  by 
sur  itinerant  economy. 

Quest.  3.  How  shall  we  endeavor  to  secure  this? 

Ans.  1.  A  report  of  the  condition  of  his  class  shall  be  presented 
by  the  leader  at  each  meeting  of  the  Quarterly  Conference. 

2.  Let  each  leader  be  careful  to  inquire  how  every  soul  of  his 
class  prospers;  not  only  how  each  person  observes  the  outward 
rules,  but  how  he  grows  in  tlie  knowledge  and  love  of  (lod. 

3.  Let  the  leaders  converse  with  those  who  have  the  charge  of 
their  circuits  and  stations  frequently  and  freely. 

Quest.  4.  What  shall  be  done  to  render  our  class-meetings  more 
interesting  and  profitable  ? 

Ans.  1.  Remove  improper  leaders. 

2.  See  that  all  the  leaders  be  not  only  men  of  sound  judgment, 
but  men  truly  devoted  to  God. 

3.  In  the  arrangement  of  class-meetings  two  or  more  classes  may 
meet  together,  and  be  carried  on  according  to  such  plan  as  shall  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  leaders  in  concurrence  with  the  preacher  in 
charge. 

4.  Let  care  be  observed  that  they  do  not  fall  into  formality 
through  llie  use  of  a  uniform  method.  Let  speaking  be  voluntary 
or  the  exercises  conversational,  the  leader  taking  such  measures  as 
may  best  assist  in  making  the  services  fresh,  spiritual,  and  of  per- 
manent religious  profit. 

5.  Let  tlie  leaders  be  directed  to  such  a  course  of  reading  and 
study  as  siiall  best  qualify  them  for  tlieir  work;  especially  let  such 
books  be  recommended  as  will  tend  to  increase  their  knowledge  of 
the  Scriptures  and  make  tliem  familiar  with  tliose  pass^ages  best 
adapted  to  Christian  edification.  Whenever  practicable,  let  the 
preachers  examine  the  leaders  in  the  studies  recommended. 


M'Kfiy  takes 
leave  of  Con- 
ference. 


/ 


352  Journal  of  the   General  Conference.  [1872. 

May  Q9,        Qn  motion  of  J.  R.  Bryan,  the  Conference  proceeded 

wENTT^Firrn  ^^  q\qq,\,  an  editor  for  the  Western  Christian  Advocate 

^Western  ^""^  ^*  Cincinnati.     The  tellers  received  the  ballots  of  the 

Cbiistian  Conference,  and  retired  to  count  the  vote. 

Advocate.  ' 

Uev.^   J.  ^  w.       Rev.  Josepli  W,  M'Kay,  Delegate  from   the  Irish 
Wesleyan  Conference,  being  about  to  retire,  took  leave 
of  the  Conference  in  a  few  farewell  remarks. 
!»tate    of    the       The  I'egular  order  of  business  was  resumed,  and  Re- 
port No."  iii.    port  No.  Ill  from  the  Committee  dn  the  State  of  the 
Church  was  read. 
Ballot forEditor       The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the 
tian     Advo-  result  of  the  ballot  for  editor  of  the  Christian  Advo- 
cate at  New  York,  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  385  ;   necessary  to  a 
choice,  193. 
No  Election.  No  person  having  received  the  requisite  number  of 

votes,  there  was  no  election. 

Conference  balloted  the  second  time  for  editor  of 

the  Christian  Advocate  at  New  York,  and  the  tellers 

retired  to  count  the  vote. 

Ballot forEdi tor       The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the 

ern  Christian  rcsult  of  the  ballot  for  editor  of  the  Western  Christian 

Advocate.  .   t  ,  /.  n 

Advocate,  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  374;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  188. 
No  Election.  No  pcrson  having  received  the  requisite  number  of 

votes,  there  was  no  election. 

The  Conference  then  proceeded  to  ballot  the  second 

time  for  an  editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate. 

Second    ballot       The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the 

result  of  the  second  ballot  for  editor  of  the  Christian 

Advocate  at  New  York  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  389;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  195. 
Daniel    Curry       Daniel  Curry,having  received  201  votes,  was  declared 


the    Western 

Christian 

Advocate. 


elected. 


duly  elected. 


Editor  of  tho       On  motion  of  E.  O.  Haven,  Conference  proceeded  to 

North-west-       in,.  . 

ern  Christian   ballot  lor  an   cditor  for  the  North-western  Chi-istian 

Advocate.  .    - 

Advocate. 

The  tellers  collected  the  ballots  and  retired  to  count 
the  vote, 
extend^!^'""       The  time  of  the  session  was  extended. 
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The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the 
result  of  the  ballot  for  editor  of  the  Western  Christian 
Advocate  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  3Y6  ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  189. 

F.  S.  Hoyt,  having  received  202  votes,  was  declared 
duly  elected. 

Bishop  Janes  arose  to  a  privileged  question,  and 
presented  the  following  paper,  which  was  read,  to 
wit: 

THE    MINARD    HOME. 

The  late  Abel  Miuard,  of  Morristown,  N.  J.,  in  July,  1870,  by 
deed,  conveyed  to  Edmund  S.  Janes  a  house  and  lot  in  Morristown, 
N.  J.,  oftlie  probable  value  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  hold  in  trust 
for  the  purposes  in  said  deed  declared,  namely:  to  have  and  to  liold 
said  premises,  with  their  appurtenances,  as  a  home  for  the  female 
children  of  foreign  missionaries  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  United  States,  and  for  female  orphans  and  half  orphans  who 
are  or  shall  be  children  of  ministers  of  said  Church,  and  for  sucli 
other  female  orphans  and  half  orphans  as  the  trustees  may  select 
and  designate;  provided,  however,  that  all  orphans  and  half  orphans 
who  shall  be  admitted  to  said  Home  shall  be  such  as  are  or  shall  be 
without  means  or  provision  for  their  support. 

On  the  28th  day  of  February,  1871,  a  liberal  charter  for  said  In- 
stitution was  obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  when  said 
Edmund  S.  Janes,  by  deed,  conveyed  said  Home  to  the  trustees  ap- 
pointed by  said  charter,  agreeable  to  the  terms  of  trust  by  which  he 
held  it,  which  trustees  came  into  the  possession  and  management 
of  said  Home  on  the  death  of  said  Abel  Minard,  which  took  place 
on  the  31st  of  January,  1871. 

As  the  managers  desired  to  carry  out  literally  the  intent  of  said 
Minard,  namely,  to  give  the  children  of  foreign  missionaries  the  first 
benefits  of  the  Institution,  and  the  children  of  deceased  ministers 
the  next  opportunity  of  enjoying  its  advantages;  and  as  time  was 
required  to  give  notice  and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements,  in 
order  to  conform  the  Institution  to  the  classes  of  persons  specified 
in  the  charter  to  enjoy  its  advantages,  tlie  Institution  thus  fiir  has 
only  maintained  those  orphans  which  were  left  to  its  care  by 
Mr.  Miuard. 

The  charter  requires  that  the  Board  of  Trustees,  for  the  time 
being,  of  the  said  Institution  shall  report  to  the  General  Conference 
of  said  Church  the  condition  of  the  Institution  and  its  finances,  and 
generally  such  matters  and  things  as  may  be  necessary  to  inform 
said  General  Conference  of  the  actual  condition  and  wants  of  the 
Institution. 

At  the  present  time  the  Institution  is  free  from  debt,  but  without 
funds  for  its  maintenance,  and  consequently  dependent  upon  the 
liberality  of  the  Church  for  carrying  out  these  beneficent 
purposes. 

We  hope  the  General  Conference  will  approve  the  objects  proposed 
in  this  generous  bequest  of  Mr.  Minard,  and  feel  it  right  to  com- 
mend it  to  the  liberality  of  the  Church. 

E.  S.  Janes,  Chairman. 

H.  A.  Bdttz,  Secretary. 

23 
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May  30. 

Twenty-fifth 

DAT. 


Dr.  Dnrbin  re- 
ceives .1  c;ine 
from  the  In- 
dia   Mission. 


BaUot  for 

Editor  of  tlie 
North-west- 
ern Christian 
Advocate. 


Arthur         Ed- 
wards elected. 


Business  of  An- 
nual   Confer- 


DashicU,  "War- 
ing, and  Mit- 
chell h.ive 
leave  of  ab- 
sence. 

A.  J.  Anderson 
has  leave  of 
absence. 


On  motion  of  G.  W.  Woodruff,  it  was  ordered  that 
Thomas  M.  Eddy  prepare  a  suitable  resolution  in  re- 
gard to  the  foregoing  paper,  and  present  it  on  Thurs- 
day morning. 

Bishop  Janes,  as  a  further  matter  of  privilege, 
presented  to  John  P.  Durbin,  the  retiring  Missionary 
Secretary,  an  elegant  cane  of  ebony,  beautiiully 
carved  by  the  natives  of  India,  and  presented  on 
behalf  of  the  India  Mission  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the 
result  of  the  ballot  for  editor  of  the  North-western 
Christian  Advocate  at  Chicago  as  follows : 

Whole  numbor  of  votes  cast,  358  ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  180. 

Arthur  Edwards,  having  received  280  votes,  was 
declared  duly  elected. 

Bishop  Simpson  presented  a  petition  from  members 
of  the  Virginia  Conference  concerning  boundaries. 
It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Bishop  Harris,  on  behalf  of  the  Bishops,  presented 
a  revised  scheme  of  questions  for  the  business  of  the 
Annual  Conferences.  The  paper  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

E.  L.  Dashiell,  E.  H.  Waring,  and  Thompson  Mit- 
chell were  granted  temporary  leave  of  absence  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  a  minister. 

A.  J.  x\nderson,  of  the  Central  Illinois  Conference, 
was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  the  balance  of  the 
session. 

On  motion,  the  Confei-ence  adjourned.  After  the 
doxology  was  sung,  the  benediction  was  pronounced 
by  William  H.  Black,  of  Kentucky  Conference. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  30. 


IVtay  30. 

Twenty-sixth 
Day. 

Morning.  Conference  met  at  the  usual  hour.  Bishop  Wiley  in 

the  chair. 

The  religious    services   were  conducted   by  E.   P. 
Phelps,  of  Virginia  Conference. 
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The  Joiinial   of  yesterday's  session  was  read  and     ^iVTay  30. 

T  Twenty-sixth 

approved.  Day. 

Charles  Albriglit,  of  Philadelphia,  rose  to  a  question  Morning. 

of  privilege,  and  presented  the  following  paper,  which  Day. '°° 
was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  : 

Inasmuch  as  this  is  Decoration  Day,  and  as  the  Metliodist  Epis- 
copal Chiircli  was  not  wanting  in  loyalty  during  the  dark  and  bloody 
years  of  the  rebellion,  nor  in  love  for  the  brave  defenders  of  their 
country's  flag ;  therefore, 

Resolvtd,  That  we,  the  representatives  of  the  Metliodist  Episcopal 
Church  now  assembled  in  General  Conference  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y..  will  not  forget  tlie  .survivors  of  the  battle-tield  nor  lose  our 
warm  sympathy  and  deep  devotion  for  tiiose  whom  the  war  lias 
made  widows,  orphans,  and  cripples,  but  that  we  regard  them  as 
the  nation's  special  herilage,  and  commend  them  to  the  generous 
bounty  and  protection  of  the  Republic;  that,  we  honor  the  custom 
of  those  who  strew  flowers  upon  the  resting-places  of  departed 
heroes,  to  keep  alive  and  fresh  the  recollection  of  the  men  who 
died  that  their  country  might  live.  Ma}'  their  graves  be  evergreen 
in  the  memory  of  their  countrymen ! 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  returned   Sunday  MaUa. 
a  memorial  in  reference  to  Sunday  mails,  and  asked  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Sanctity  of  the  Sab- 
bath ;  it  was  so  referred. 

L.  C.  Matlack  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Special  Com- 
New  Orleans  Preachers'  Meeting,  which  was  read,  to'  ^con.s?d^r 
and,  on  motion,   was  referred  to  a  special  Committee      prl^'hers'^' 

n     •  Meeting      of 

01  nine.  New  Orleans. 

On  motion  of  W.  M'K.  Hester,  the  Confereuce  pro-  Editor  of  Cen- 
ceeded  to  the  election  of  an  editor  for  the  Central  Advoca'te.  ^ 
Christian  Advocate. 

At  the  request  of  the  Providence  Conference  dele-  s.    c.   Brown 

r,  ,     /•-,     -r,  -\      •        -I  1  admitted     in 

gation,  Samuel   C  iirown  was  admitted  to  the  seat      place   of  d. 
and  to  the  place  on  the  Committees  hitherto  occupied 
by  D.  H.  Ela. 

The  tellers  then  received  the*  ballots  of  the  Confer- 
ence, and  retired  to  count  the  votes. 

Thomas  M.  Eddy  moved  the  suspension  of  the  order  Book  Concern: 

•'  \  Keport     No. 

of  business  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  so  much  of      vii:    Meth- 
the  Keport  No.  VII  ot  the  Standing  Committee  on  the     cate  and  its 
Book  Concern   as  relates  to  the   recognition   of  the 
Methodist  Advocate  at  Atlanta  and  the  election  of  its 
editor. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  item  was  read  and 
adopted. 


Editor. 
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]Vlay30.  Gr.  W.  Huglicy  asked  that  one  of  the  delegates  of 
Twenty-sixth  ^^  Southern  Illinois  Conference,  who  was  absent  at 

Morning.  ^q  moment  the  ballot  was  taken,  should  have  the 
^8*4°*"°'^!'^^'  pi'ivilege  of  voting.     Leave  was  not  granted. 

miued  to  Conference  then  proceeded  to  elect  an  editor  for  the 
Editor  of  the   Northern  Christian  Advocate,   and  D.  D.   Lore  was 

ChHsttanAd-  elected  by  acclamation. 

Lore^eicctec?"  The  Conference  then  balloted  for  editor  of  the  Pitts- 
Editor  of  the  burgh  Christian  Advocate. 

Christian  Ad-       The  tellers  received  the  ballots,  and  retired  to  count 

vocate. 

the  votes. 
Ballot         lor       The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the 
Central"      *  resiilt  of  the  ballot  for  editor  of  the  Central  Chris- 
vocatf  °^'^"  tian  Advocate,  as  follows : 

Whole   number  of  votes  cast,  361 ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  181. 
B.    St.  James       B.  St.  James  Fry  having  received   226  votes,  was 

Fry  elected.        .      ,         .    i    ,        i      /-, 

declared  duly  elected. 

The  Conference  then  proceeded  to  an  election  of  an 


Editor   of    the 
California 


Christian  Ad-   editor  for  thc  California  Christian  Advocate,  and  H. 

vocate.    H.  C.     ^    _,  ,  ^   ,  , 

Benson  C.  Bcnsou  was  elected  by  acclamation, 
EiecUon       of        S-  Baldwin  arose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  in  regard 

Ladies'"^  E^-  ^^  ^^  alleged  informality  that  had  occurred  in  one  of 

iSrer^to'^^a  ^^  ballots  for  the  election  of  an  editor  for  the  Ladies' 

Special  Com-  Repositorv-     A  Statement  from  E.  H.  Waring,  one  of 

mittee.  ^  ^  . 

the  tellers,  in  relation  to  the  matter,  was  read,  and,  on 
motion,  the  whole  subject  was  referred  to  a  special 
Committee  of  five,  with  instructions  to  report  what,  if 
any  thing,  should  be  done  in  the  case. 
Editor  of  the  The  Conference  then  proceeded  to  elect  an  editor 
tian     Advo-  for  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  and  Isaac  Dillon 

cate.        Isaac  i       ^     i  i  i 

Dillon  was  elected  by  acclamation. 

S.  H.  Nesbit,  having  received  a  telegram  announcing 


elected. 
8.     H.    Nesbit 


leave  of   the  scrious  illncss  of  his  wife,  was  granted  leave  of 

absence.  '         .      =' 

absence  for  the  balance  of  the  session. 
Editor  of   the       On  motion  of  W.  M'K.  Hester,  the  Conference  pro- 
Advocate,        ceeded  to  the  election  of  an  editor  for  the  Methodist 
Advocate  at  Atlanta, 

The  tellers  received  the  ballot  and  retired. 
^^})^\     c  f?""       The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the 

Editor  of  the  ^  '  ^ 

Pittsburgh       result  of  the  ballot  for  editor  of  the  Pittsburgh  Chris- 

Christian  Ad-       .  ^   ^  ^  „  *= 

vocate.  tian  Advocate  as  lollows : 


18V2.]  Journal  of  the  General  Conference.  357 


Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  363 ;  necessary  to  a     ^^ay  so. 

choice,    182.  TWENT^V-S.XTH 

William  Hunter,  having  received  213  votes,  was  de-       Morning. 

Glared  duly  elected.  •  ^'tT.c^A^^' 

On  motion  of  B.  R.  Bonner,  the  order  of  business  Report  of  the 
was  suspended,  and  the  Report  of  the  Special  Com-      nfittee  00*^^6 
mittee  on  the  Book  Concern  was  read,  and  a  motion      cern. 
was  made  for  its  adoption. 

J.  Lanahan  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  it  be  laid  on  Order  of  the  day 

.  '  for  to-morrow. 

the  table,  printed,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
10  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 
The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the   BaiiotforEditor 

'  '  '  of  the   Meth- 

result  of  the  ballot  for  editor  of  the  Methodist  Advo-      odist   Advo- 
cate at  Atlanta,  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  366 ;   necessary  to  a 
choice,  184. 

No  person  having  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  No  Election, 
cast,  the  Conference  balloted  the  second  time. 

The  tellers  collected  the  ballots  and  retired  to  count 
the  vote. 

T.  M.  Eddy  moved  that  the  oi-der  of  business  be   Book  Concern: 
suspended  to  consider  Report  No.  VII  of  the  Standing      vii!"^ 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

L.  C.  Queal  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  we  resume   QueaVs  Substi- 
the  regular  oi-der  of  business,  but  the  motion  was  lost,      ^**  °^*" 
and  the  original  motion  prevailed. 

The  Report  No.  VII  of  the  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern  Avas  taken  up  and  read. 

The  first  item  was  adopted. 

The   second  item  was  read,  and  W.  M'K.  Hester  Hester's 
moved  to  amend  by  inserting  "three  Agents"  instead  ^°  ^^^ 

of  "two"  for  the  publishing  house  at  New  York,  one 
of  whom  shall  reside  at  San  Francisco ;  also,  "  three 
Agents"  for  the  Western  Book  Concern,  one  of  whom 
shall  reside  at  Cincinnati,  one  at  Chicago,  and  one  at 
Saint  Louis. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  laid  on  the  table.  i-a'd    on    the 

table. 

G.  W.  Hughey  moved  that  the  existing  section  of    Hughey's 
the  Discipline,  to  wit,  sec.  6,  Part  V,  be  substituted  for      ^^^^"'i^en^ 
the  section  under  consideration. 

On  motion  of  S.  A.  W.  Jewett,  the  substitute  was  Laid    on    the 
laid  on  the  table. 
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I.  Cobleigh 


Book  Concern: 
Report  No. 
'Wil  resumed. 


Laid     on 
table. 


Nelson's 
Amendment. 


Eeid's     Substi- 
tute. 


Election  of  Ed- 
itor of  the  La- 
dies' deposi- 
tory. S^pecial 
Cpinmittee 
appointed. 


W.  IT.  Perrinc  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the 
Avoids,  "the  financial  agents  of  tlie  publishing  liouses 
shall  be  laymen." 

On  niotion  of  F.  G.  Hibbard,  the  amendment  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

T.  M.  Eddy  moved  that  when  the  Conference  ad- 
journ, it  adjourn  to  meet  at  3  P.  M. 

I.  S.  Bingham  moved,  as  a  substitute,  the  hour  of 
meeting  be  fixed  at  22,  and  the  latter  hour  was  fixed. 

The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the 
result  of  the  second  ballot  for  editor  of  the  Methodist 
Advocate  at  Atlanta  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  372 ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  187. 

N.  E.  Cobleigh  having  received  247  votes,  was  de- 
clared duly  elected. 

G.  AV.  Clarke  called  for  the  previous  question,  and 
the  call  was  sustained,  and  thereupon  the  second  item 
in  the  Report  No.  VII  was  adopted. 

Items  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  were  then  adopted. 

Tlie  seventh  item  was  read,  and  it  was  moved  as  an 
amendment  that  the  real  estate  should  be  reported  in 
the  exhibits  at  cost. 

W.  M'K.  Hester  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on 
the  table,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

R.  Nelson  moved  as  an  amendment,  thnt  in  the  in- 
ventory the  real  estate  shall  have  a  value  fixed  by  the 
Book  Committee  at  the  commencement  of  each  quad- 
rennium,  which  shall  not  be  changed  during  the  quad- 
rennium,  except  by  the  necessary  changes  by  the  pur- 
chase, sale,  destruction,  or  improvement  of  real  estate. 

J.  M.  Reid  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  the  real 
estate  should  be  entered  on  the  exhibits  at  cost,  the 
Agents  giving  in  a  foot-note  the  estimated  cash  value. 

The  Chair  announced  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  alleged  informality  in  one  of  the  ballots 
for  editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository,  as  follows:  D.  M. 
Bates,  C.  D.  Foss,  P.  B.  Swing,  A.  Webster,  J.  W. 
Lindsay. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned,  the  benediction 
being  pronounced  by  John  Miley,  of  New  York  Con- 
ference. 
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IMay  30. 

Twenty-sixth 
Day. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  30.  ^^'^"^ 

Conferenccv  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop 
Merrill  in  tlie  chair. 

The  religious  services  were  conducted  by  J.  F. 
Chalfant,  of  Cincinnati  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  the  morning's  session  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  Bishop  presented  the  following  telegram : 

Greetings  of  the  Riglit  "Wortliy  Grand  Lodge  of  Good  Templars    Temperance: 
to  the  General  Conference  of  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church.     Be-       from  aTodg» 
lieving  tiiat  total  abstinence  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks       ofGoodTem- 
and  the  prohibition  of  the  traffic  tlierein  a  Ciiristian  duty,  and  that       r'ars. 
the  Church  which  j^ou  represent  is  in  perfect  sympatliy  with  this 
sentiment,  this  body  .sends  Christian  greeting,  and  pledges  continu- 
ance with  you  in  prayer  for  the  early  success  of  tlie  Temperance 
cause.  S.  B.  Falkenbcrg,  ) 

J.  N.  Stearns,         [■  Committee. 
R.  Simpson,  j 

J.  J.  Hight  moved  that  the  Chairman  and  Secretary   Bishop  and Sec- 

,  »  .  .      ,  ,  1  »"<'tary  to  re- 

be  mstructed  to  prepare  and  transmit  a  suitable  reply,      pi.v. 
and  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  A.  M.  Osbon,  the  order  of  business  was  Order  .suspend- 
suspended,  and  memorials  and  reports  of  Committees      Memon-iu 

and  Reports. 


Petition  of  J. 
Stillman. 


were  presented  and  laid  on  the  table,  as  follows : 
The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  returned  petition  of  J. 

E.  Stillman  in  relation  to  woman's  work  in  the  Church, 

and  asked  its  reference  to  the  special  Committee  on 

that  subject. 

He    also    presented   Report   No.  V  on  Conference   itinerancy :  Ke- 

.r  ,  -^  ^  port  No.  V. 

Journals. 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  presented  Report  No.  Ee^i'^ais:    Re- 

XV.  ""    °" 

The  Special  Committee  on  Ministerial  Support  pre-  Ministerial 
sented  its  report. 

The  Special  Committee  on  the  Sanctity  of  the  Sab-  Sanctity  of  th« 

,  ^  -   .  •'  Sabbath. 

bath  presented  its  report. 

The    Committee   on   Freedmen   presented   Reports   Freedmen -.  Re- 

^  '^  jxirls  Nos.  II 

Nos.  II  and  III.  and  in. 

The    Committee    on   the   Centennial    of   American  ^ A,ne°can  lo- 

Indepeiidence  presented  a  report.  dependence. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts  pre-  Md^^  Tracul 

sented  Report  No.  VII.  ^1^'    ^°" 
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Committed  to  s 
Special  Com- 


The  Special  Committee  on  Seamen's  Cause  presented 
its  report. 

On  motion,  Robert  Allyn  was  granted  leave  of  ab- 
sence on  account  of  important  business  connected  with 
the  College  of  which  he  is  president.        * 

The  order  of  business  was  then  resumed,  namely,  the 
consideration  of  Report  No.  VII  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern  ;  the  question  pending  being  J.  M. 
Reid's  substitute  for  R,  Nelson's  amendment,  namely, 
that  the  real  estate  should  be  entered  on  the  exhibits 
at  cost,  the  Agents  giving,  in  a  foot-note,  the  estimated 
cash  value. 

W,  M'K.  Hester  called  for  the  previous  question, 
and  the  call  was  sustained. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  substitute, 
and  it  was  lost  by  a  count  vote  of  140  for  to  150 
against. 

R.  Nelson's  amendment  was  then  adopted,  and  sec- 
tion seven,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  eighth  section  was  then  read,  and  adopted  by 
a  rising  vote. 

The  ninth  section  was  read. 

B.  I.  Ives  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  that 
part  that  relates  to  the  Bishops  having  concurrent 
authority  in  the  trial  of  a  Book  Agent  or  Editor  for 
official  misconduct. 

L.  C.  Queal  suggested,  as  a  farther  amendment,  that 
a  majority  of  the  Book  Committee  may  suspend  an 
Agent  or  Editor,  and  that  one  of  the  Bishops  shall 
preside  at  the  trial  of  such  Agent  or  Editor,  and  B.  I. 
Ives  accepted  the  suggestion,  so  that  the  section  shall 
read,  "  Due  notice  of  which  shall  be  given  by  the  Chair- 
man 01  the  Book  Committee  to  the  Bishops,  who  shall 
select  one  of  their  number  to  be  present  and  preside, 
and  a  majority  of  the  Committee  may  suspend  a  Book 
Agent  or  Editor  from  office  in  the  interval  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference." 

Several  other  amendments  were  suggested,  when, 
on  motion  of  E.  O.  Haven,  the  whole  section,  with  the 
several  amendments  and  suggestions,  was  referred  to  a 
special  Committee  of  five,  to  prepare  a  new  item  on 
the  subject. 
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Thompson  Mitchell,  of  Central  Pennsylvania,  rose  ^i^y  so. 

•            P        •    -1                   1        1      T   1        '        i-      1  Twenty-sixth 

to  a  question  of  privilege,  and  asked  leave  ot  absence  Dav. 

for  B.    B.   Hamlin  on   account  of  the  death   ol  his  „  ^{f  ~';. 

B.    B.    Hamlin 

father-in-law.  tas  leave  of 

absence. 

William  Koeneke,  of  the  South-west  German  Con-  w.     Koeneko 

ference,  was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  the  re-  absence!"  "' 
mainder  of  the  session. 

TT/I/Itt     -fVio   -fiinfl-k     co/^fir»n    rvf    \\\c^      E 

iJeport      No. 

report  was  referred  to  the  special  Committee  to  which  vii,     tentu 

■■■                    .                          ...  section,      w- 

was  committed  the  ninth  section.  ferred  to  tiu- 

.                             -  Special  Coui- 

The  eleventh  section  was  read.  mittee. 

W.  M'K.    Hester   moved  to   amend  by  providing  Hester's 

•>     ^                    ^  Amendment. 

that  there  shall  be  an  editor  of  the  Golden  Hours  and 
of  tracts. 

On  motion  of  A.  Harmount,  this  motion  was  laid  on  i-aw  on  the  ta- 

'  ble. 

the  table. 

E.  O.  Haven  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "  Provided  Haven's 

•'                 ^'  Amendment. 

that  the  officers  mentioned   in  this    article    shall  be  Theoflicers 

shall  be 

ministers    or   members  of   the   Methodist    Episcopal  ministers  or 

members    ol' 

Church."     The  article  as  thus  amended  was  adopted,  the    m.   e. 

I.  Corwin  moved  that  we  now  proceed  to  the  elec-  YA^^Waii.  '    of 

tion  of  Book  Agents  at  New  York  and  Cincinnati,  Book  Agents. 
and  the  motion  prevailed. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

Bishop  Harris,  by  consent,  presented  the  report  of  Eeportofcom- 

..                             .          ,              i^                   /-.  missioners 

Commissioners  appointed  by  the  General  Conference  on     church 

of  1868  on  Church  Union,  which  was  referred  to  the  pointed  in 
Committee  on  Church  Union. 

Bishop  Simpson  presented  a  supplemental  report  of  Chartered 
the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund.     Referred  to  Spe- 
cial Committee  on  Chartered  Fund.    [Appetidix  53.] 

The  Bishop  announced  the   special  Committee  of  Committee   on 

nine  on  Memorial  from  New  Orleans  Preachers'  Asso-  from""^  "nbw 
elation,  namely:    Moses    Hill,  James   Lynch,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  N.  E.  Cobleigh,  Benjamin  Brown,  T.  Tasker, 
L  Corwin,  William  R.  Fayle,  Francis  H.  Root. 

On  motion,  L.  C,  Matlack  was  added  to  the  Com-  ^-  c.  Matiack 

added. 

mittee.  sic 

The  Bishop  announced  the  special  Committee  of  mittee  on  sec- 
five  on  subject  of  trial  of  Book  Agents  and  Editors,  i?  of  neport 
namely :  E.  O.  Haven,  D.  Stevenson,  B.  I.  Ives,  F,  G.  Committee" 

Hibbard,  J.  M.  Reid.  Concern^""'' 


If)2 
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IMay  no. 

twe.vty.sixth 
Day. 

Aflernoon. 
Report  of  Spe- 
cial Couiiuis- 
sioii  on 

Boundaries. 


Eule    suspend- 


Motion  to  post- 
pone lost- 


Previous  ques- 
tion called  for 
and  sus- 

fciined,      and 
Report 
adopted. 


J.  Kothweiler  moved  to  lay  the  pending  business, 
namely,  the  election  of  Book  Agents,  upon  the  table 
in  order  to  receive  the  report  of  the  special  Com- 
mission on  Boundaries  of  Conferences  in  Central  and 
Western  New  York,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  report  was  then  presented  and  read. 

B.  I.  Ives  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  requiring 
changes  of  Discipline  to  lay  over  one  day,  and  the 
rule  was  suspended. 

It  was  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted. 

A  motion  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
tlie  subject  until  Saturday  morning  did  not  prevail. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost, 

D.  Stevenson  called  for  the  previous  question,  and 
the  call  was  sustained,  and  the  report  of  the  Special 
Commission  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

REPORT   OF  SPECIAL   COMMISSION"'   OX   BOUNDARIES 
OF   CONFERENCES  IN  NEW   YORK   STATE. 


Northern  New 
Tork  Con- 
ference. 


Western  New 
Tork  Con- 
ference. 


Centr.ll  New 
York  Con- 
ference. 


The  Northern  New  York  Conference  shall  include  so  much  of  the 
county  of  Franklin  as  is  not  within  the  Troy  Conference,  and  all 
of  tlie  counties  of  St.  Lawrence.  Jofl'erson,  Lewis.  Oneida,  and 
Herkimer,  and  all  of  Oswego  County  except  Phenix  and  Brewer- 
ton,  and  so  much  of  tlie  county  of  ^ladison  as  lies  on  and  cast  of 
the  New  York  and  Midland  Railroad.  to,u:etlier  witii  Ciierr}-  Valley 
and  Springfield  hi  Otsego  County,  Sliaron  Springs  in  Schoharie 
Ciiunly,  and  Prey's  Busli,  Ames,  and  St.  Johnsville  in  Monigomery 
County. 

The  Western  New  York  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of 
tlie  State  of  New  York  lying  west  of  tlie  towns  of  Williamson, 
Marion,  and  Palmyra  in  "Wayne  County,  of  the  towns  of  Farming- 
ton  and  Canandaigua  in  Ontario  County,  of  Yates  and  Sci  uyler 
Counties,  and  of  the  towns  of  Hornb}',  Corning,  and  Catou  in 
Steuben  County,  excepting  the  village  ol  Painted  Post,  and  except- 
ing also  that  part  of  Cattaraugus  and  Cliatauqua  Counties  now 
included  in  the  Erie  Conference,  together  with  so  much  of  Potier 
County,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  is  not  included  in  the 
Central  Pennsylvania  Conference,  and  also  tlie  Brookfield  Charge; 
and  so  much  of  M'Kean  County  as  is  embraced  in  the  Olean  Dis- 
trict. 

The  Central  New  York  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the 
west  by  tiie  Western  New  York  Conference,  extending  into  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  so  as  to  inclu.de  Troy  District;  on  the  east  by 
the  west  line  of  Tioga  County  and  the  west  line  of  the  town  of 
Danby  to  its  junction  with  the  town  of  Ithaca;  thence  by  a  line 
running  easterly,  north  of  Slaterville,  Harford,  Marutiion,  and  Wil- 
lett,  to  the  west  hne  of  Chenango  County ;  thence  northerly  to  the 
north  line  of  said  county,  excluding  all  of  Clienango  District  in 
Chenango  County;  thence  easterly  on  the  northern  lino  of  said 
county  to  tlie  Midland  Railroad,  and  on  the  east  and  north  by  the 
Northern  New  York  Conference. 


XIII. 
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Tlie  Wyominor  Conference  shall  include  tlie  southern  part  of  tlie  IMay-  30. 
State  of  New  York  not  included  in  the  New  York,  Central  New  Twenty-sixth 
York,  and  We.'^tern  New  York  Conffronces.  and  that  part  of  Penn-  r)Av. 
sylvaiiia  boimded  on  the  we'-t  by  Central  New  York  Conference,  Afternoon. 
includihir  tlie  terrilorv  east  of  ilic  SusqueKanna,  and  on  tlie  sonlli  Wyoininsr  Con- 
by  the  Central  Pemisylvania,  Pniladelphia.  and   Newark   Confer-  ferencc. 
ences.  including:  Narrowsburgli,  and  on  the  east  by  the  Newark 
and  New  York  Conferences. 

D.  W.  C.  Ilmitinfrton   asked   leave  for  himself  and   Permission    to 

.  ...  protest 

other.s  to  enter  their  protest  against  this  action,  and     granted. 
leave  wms  o^raiited. 

G.  W.  Woodruff  moved  to  rescind  the  action  hith-   Former  action 

.  rescinded. 

erto  had  concerning  tlie  boundaries  of  the  Black  River 
Conference,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

C.  D.  Foss  presented  Reports  Nos.  XII  and  XIII  ^^J;,^;^f  =  ^^; 
of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  which  were  laid  on  the      ^.\\^ 
table  to  be  printed. 

The  Conference  adjourned  with  the  benediction  by 
E.  O.  Haven,  of  Detroit  Conference. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  31.  May  si. 

Twenty- 

Conference  met  at  the  usual  hour,  Bishop  Andrews  ^^]|^J),™„/^ 
in  the  chair. 

The  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Win.  H. 
Olin,  of  Wyoming  Conference. 

The  Journal    of  yesterday  afternoon's  session  was 
read  and  approved. 

I.  Corwin,  lay  delegate  from  Cincinnati  Conference,  I.  Corwin  h.as 

was  granted  leave  of  absence  after  to-day,  and  J.  M.  senle,  and^^ 

Phillips  was  admitted  to  his  seat.                    -  ^mitted""'ln 

Leave  of  absence  for  J.  A.  Harris,  of  Washington  ^'*  **'^'**^' 

Conference,  was  asked,  but  wns  not  granted.  sence  "    not 

W.  C.  De  Pauw  moved  to  take  up  Reports  Nos.  IV,  Tiiltll  '^• 

V,  and  VI  of  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension.  ^sloir  i-u- wu 

As  a  question  of  privilege,  D.  D.  Lore  m-ned  that  ^'''^./^''  ^'^ 

'*-'■'  ana  VI. 

Bishop  Way  man,  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  BLsiiop  of  tha 

Church,  be  invited  to  occupy  a  seat  on  the  plailbrm.  odisfEi/isco- 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  he  was  so  invited.  fnwte.Uo"tiie 

E.  H.  Waring  moved  to  lay  W.  C.  De  Pauw's  mo-  ^p'5"'"'- 

,  ,                                     .•'  De  Pauw's  mo- 
tion on  the  table,  and  the  motion  prevailed.  tion   laid  on 

K.  P.  Jervis  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  in 


Jervis      moves 

order  that  his  resolution  might  be  received.  theruiesr"'^ 
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D.  Curry  moved  that  Iv.  P.  Jervis's  motion  be  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  n:iotion  prevailed. 

C.  J.  Albright,  of  Pittsburgh,  moved  that  Conference 
now  proceed  to  the  election  of  Book  Agents  at  Xew 
York. 

J.  M.  Buckley  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  proceed  to 
tlie  election  of  Book  Agents  on  the  table,  but  his  mo- 
tion was  laid  on  the  table. 

W,  H.  Hunter  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  busi- 
ness, and  take  up  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

A.  J.  Kynett  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  the  reports 
of  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension  be  taken  up. 

The  substitute  was  lost,  and  the  report  of  the  Special 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  was  taken  up. 

J.  P.  Durbin  then  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege, 
and  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
read  and  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  entertains  a  very  hig:h  ap- 
preciation of  the  services  of  Rev.  W.  L.  Harris,  D.D.,  for  twelve  years 
a.s  a  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society,  and  tliat  our  hest  wishes 
and  most  earnest  prayers  sliall  go  with  him  as  he  ascends  from 
the  missionary  platform  to  take  his  seat  on  the  bench  of  Bishops. 

Motion  to  adopt       B.  R.  BoHuer  moved  the  adoption  of  the  Report  of 

theEeportof       .^-i/-,  •  ,       -X      ^     r^ 

the     Special  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Committee.  -r-v     ^^  ti     t    r.  i  •  •  i      i 

Previous  ques-       ^-  Cui'ry  Called  tor  the  previous  question,  and  the 
and  "ifeport   ^^^^  ^^'^^  Sustained,  and  the  report  adopted  as  follows  : 

adopted. 

REPORT   OF   SPECIAL    COMMITTEE    OX   THE    AFFAIRS 
OF    THE    BOOK    CONCERN. 

To  THE  General  Conferexce  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  now  ix  Session": — Your  Special  Committee,  cliarged  with 
the  investigation  of  alleged  frauds  and  irregularities  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  at  New  York,  beg  leave  to 
report : 

That  they  have  had  the  matters  referred  to  them  under  consid- 
eration, and  have  made  as  thorough  and  searching  an  investigation 
as  tlie  limited  tiuie  allowed  would  permit. 

The  Committee  was  organized  by  the  election  of  B.  K  Bonner, 
of  St.  Louis,  as  Chairman,  and  A.  D.  Wilbor,  of  Genesee  Confer- 
ence, as  Secretar}'. 

After  deliberation,  the  Committee  adopted  as  Rvles  of  Order  and 
Proceeding,  and  as  questions  to  be  investigated  and  voted  upon, 
the  following,  to  wit: 


rules  of  order  a\d  proceeding. 

Utiles  of  Order 
and  Proceed-       I.  Any  member  of  the  Committee  proposing  to  call  for  the  pro- 
^s-  ductiou  and  examination  of  persons  or  papers  shall  make  such  re- 
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quest  in  writing,  and  in  such  request  shall  specify  such  persons  or 
papers,  and  shall  point  out  specifically  the  facts  which  he  designs 
to  establish  or  disprove  by  sucli  persons  and  papers : 

Provided,  That  the  persons  and  papers  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee may  be  used  for  any  purpose  that  may  throw  hght  upon 
any  matter  witliin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Committee. 

II.  The  hearing  of  the  facts,  evidence,  testimony,  and  explana- 
tion shall  be  before  the  whole  Committee  in  open  session,  at  which 
every  member  is  expected  to  be  present. 

III.  Members  of  the  Committee  shall  not  express  opinions  on  the 
merits  of  the  case  or  the  proofs  oflered  during  the  hearing.  But 
each  member  shall  be  at  liberty  to  ask  any  relevant  questions  he 
may  thinlv  proper  and  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of  the 
subject. 

IV.  After  the  proofs  and  explanations  are  all  submitted,  the  Com- 
mittee shall  alone,  with  closed  doors,  proceed  in  their  order  to  con- 
sider and  vote  upon  tlie  following  questions,  namely : 

Quest.  1.  Have  frauds  been  practiced  in  the  printing,  bindery,  or 
any  other  department,  by  which  the  Book  Concern  has  sustained 
loss  ? 

If  so,  by  whom  ?  How  much  loss  was  sustained  ?  At  what 
time  or  times  were  said  frauds  committed  ? 

Quest.  2.  Have  there  been  any  irregularities  in  the  management 
of  the  business  of  the  Concern,  by  which  losses  have  been  or  might 
have  been  sustained  ? 

Quest.  3.  Have  losses,  if  any,  been  of  such  magnitude  as  to  en- 
danger the  financial  strength  of  the  Concern,  or  to  materially  im- 
pair its  capital  ? 

Quest.  4.  Were  the  business  methods  of  the  departments  such  as 
to  afford  opportunities  for  Irauds  and  peculations  by  subordmates  ? 
And  is  it  reasonable  to  presume  that  sucii  frauds,  9r  peculations, 
if  committed,  could  have  been  prevented  by  the  enforcement  of 
more  thorough  and  business-like  methods  ? 

Quest.  5.  Are  there  reasonable  grounds  to  presume  that  any 
Agent  or  Assistant  Agent  is,  or  has  been,  implicated  or  interested 
in  any  frauds  that  may  have  been  practiced  in  the  Concern  ? 

Quest.  6.  Are  the  present  methods  of  accounts  and  modes  of  con- 
ducting the  business  such  as  to  insure  reasonable  and  ordinary  pro- 
tection against  frauds  and  irregularities  ? 

Quest.  7.  Is  the  report  of  the  Agents  to  this  General  Conference 
a  fair  exhibit  of  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Concern? 

V.  After  a  vote  has  been  taken  on  each  of  the  foregoing  ques- 
tions, any  member  of  tlie  Committee  may  propose  any  other  ques- 
tion in  writing,  wliich  the  Committee,  by  a  vote,  may  entertain  and 
order  to  be  voted  upon. 

VI.  After  the  separate  vote  has  been  taken  on  each  question,  a 
report  shall  be  drawn  up  embodying  tlie  judgment  of  the  Commit- 
tee as  thus  rendered,  with  such  expressions  as  may  be  deemed 
proper  in  relation  to  the  same. 

VII.  Tlie  specific  statement  of  charges  in  Dr.  Lanahan's  report 
to  the  General  Conference  shall  be  taken  up  and  examined  in  their 
order  as  numbered. 

The  more  expeditiously  and  thoroughly  to  investigate  the  several 
matters  referred  to  us,  consisting  of  the  majority  and  minority  re- 
ports of  tlie  Book  Committee,  and  the  testimony  therein  referred 
to ;  tlie  statements  and  exhibits  of  Drs.  Carlton  and  Lanaiian ; 
with  the  reports  of  the  several  accountants  who  have  examined  the 
aft'airs  of  the  Book  Concern,  your  Committee  ordered  and  appointed 
the  following  Sub-Committees,  to  wit : 

1.  A  committee,  composed  of  John  Evans,  of  Colorado;  W.  H.  H. 
Beadle,  of  Des  Moines;  J.  B.  Quigg,  of  Wilmington,  to  collate  and 
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report  to  us,  first,  the  points  of  agreement;  second,  the  points  of 
disagreement  iu  the  majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Book 
Committee. 

2.  A  committee,  consisting  of  John  Owen,  of  Detroit;  J.  C.  M'ln- 
tosli,  of  S.  E.  Indiana ;  W.  H.  Oiin.  of  Wyoming,  to  collate  and  report 
the  points  of  agreement  and  disagreement  in  tiie  reports  of  Messrs. 
Kilbrecii  and  Gunn,  the  experts  employed  bj'  the  Book  Couimiitee 
and  Dr.  Carlton;  also,  lo  examine  the  books  of  the  Book  Concern  as 
to  their  past  and  present  condition. 

3.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Jolin  Evans,  of  Colorado;  A.  Brad- 
ley, of  Pittsburgh ;  J.  B.  Quig-g.  of  Wilmington,  to  examine  and  report 
npon  tiie  cliarges  of  fraud  and  irregularities  in  Dr.  Lanaliau's  report 
(p;iges  17  to  21  inclusive — s'atements  one  to  live)  upon  the  question 
of  tiauds  in  the  Printing  Department. 

4.  Acoumiittee,  consistingof D.  X.  Cooley,  oflowa;  "Wm.  Deering, 
of  Maine:  W.  J.  Moses,  of  Central  New  York,  npon  the  charges  of 
fraud  and  irregularities  in  tlie  Binding  Department,  including  state- 
ments six  to  eleven  inclusive — pages  21  to  24  of  Dr.  Lanalian's 
report. 

5.  A  committee,  consisting  of  John  Owen,  of  Detroit;  J.  C.  M'ln- 
tosli,  of  South-eastern  Indiana;  W.  H.  Olin,  of  Wyoming,  to  examine 
statements  twtlve  to  seveutet/i  inclusive,  of  Dr.  Lanahaxi's  report  as 
to  fraud  in  making  fahst  reports  of  amounts  of  material  used  and 
the  work  turned  out  from  the  Binding  Department. 

6.  Also,  a  committee  of  three,  cousis'.iug  of  L.  J.  Critchfield,  of 
Ohio;  J.  B.  M'Cullough,  of  Philadelphia;  G.  F.  Gavitt,  of  Providence, 
to  examine  tiie  evidence  in  relation  to  statements  IS,  19.  and  20  in 
Dr.  Lanahan's  report,  charging  false  entries  in  the  books  of  the  Book 
Concern. 

7.  Also,  a  committee,  consisting  of  W.  H.  H.  Beadle,  of  Des 
Moines;  C.  Pi.  Brown,  of  Michigan;  A.  Bradley,  of  Pittsburgh,  to 
examine  and  report  upon  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  publications 
of  the  several  experts. 

After  all  the  Sub-Committees  had  made  the  examinations  practi- 
cable in  tlie  lime  at  their  disposal,  and  had  submitted  tlieir  several 
reports  in  writing  to  tlie  Special  Committee,  and  the  several  mem- 
bers of  said  Committees  had  been  questioned  before  the  whole  Com- 
mittee as  to  the  evidence  examined  and  the  facts  found  by  them,  and 
after  hearing  the  other  evidence  before  the  Committee,  your  Com- 
mittee, pursuant  to  its  rules  of  order,  went  into  private  session  with 
closed  doors,  to  consider  and  discuss  tlie  said  several  questions 
raised  in  the  ciiarges  preferred  and  the  questions  proposed  to  be 
considered  and  voted  upon. 

Tliere  were  present  at  roll-call  at  this  private  session  fifty-nine 
of  tlie  Special  Committee,  which  was  about  the  average  number 
who  have  been  present  and  examined  said  case  during  our  sittings. 

Thereupon  we  proceeded  to  vote  upon  the  questions  as  per  order 
of  proceedings  above  quoted,  to  wit: 

1.  On  the  first  clause  of  Question  ],  "Have  frauds  been  prac- 
ticed in  the  Printing  Department?"  the  question  was  decided  in  the 
negative.     Ayes  7  ;  noes  50. 

2.  On  a  vote  on  the  second  clause  of  said  question,  "Have  frauds 
been  practiced  in  the  bindery  hy  which  the  Book  Concern  has  sus- 
tained loss?"  it  was  decided  iu  the  afiQrmative  by  a  vote  of  aj'es  49; 
noes  6. 

3.  On  a  vote  on  the  third  clause  of  said  question.  "  Have  frauds 
been  practiced  in  any  other  department  by  which  the  Concern  has 
sustained  loss?"  the  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  vote 
of  a^-es  7  ;  noes  47. 

4.  Question  2.  "  Have  tliere  been  any  irregularities  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  of  the  Concern,  by  which  losses  have  been  or 
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might  have  been  sustained?"  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a     ]M{vy  31. 
vote  of  ayes  46;  noes  7. 

5.  Qaeition  3.  "  Have  losses,  if  anj-,  been  of  such  magnitude  as 
to  endanger  the  financial  strength  of  the  Concern,  or  to  materially 
impair,  its  capital?"  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  vote  of  ayes 
3 ;  noes  48. 

6.  Question  4.  "Were  the  business  methods  of  the  departments 
sucli  as  to  affbi'd  opportunities  for  frauds  and  peculations  by  subor- 
dinates?" The  first  clause  of  the  question,  as  above  quoted,  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  49;  noes  4. 

7.  The  second  clause,  to  wit:  "Is  ic  reasonable  to  presume  that 
such  fraud.s  or  pecidations.  if  committed,  could  have  been  prevented 
by  the  enibrcement  of  more  thorough  and  busine.ss-like  methods?" 

This  also  was  decided  in  the  aHirmative  by  a  vote  of  ayes  31; 
noes  20. 

8.  Quefition  5.  "  Are  there  reasonable  grounds  to  presume  that  any 
Agent  or  Assistant  Agent  is  or  lias  been  implicated  or  interested  in 
any  frauds  that  may  have  been  practiced  in  the  Concern?" 

This  question  was  decided  in  the  negative,  one  only  voting  in  the 
affirmative. 

9.  Question  6.  "  Are  the  present  methods  of  accounts  and  modes 
of  conducting  tlie  business  such  as  to  insure  rea.«onable  and  ordi- 
nary protection  against  frauds  and  irregularities?  " 

This  ivas  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  vote  of  ayes  42  ;  noes  12. 

10.  Question  7.  "Is  the  rep  u-t  of  the  Agents  to  this  General  Con- 
ference a  fair  exhibit  of  tiie  assets  and  liabilities  of  tiie  Concern?" 

This  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote:  ayes 
44 ;  noes  3. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  after  as  careful  an  examination  of  all 
the  evidence  at  hand  bearing  upon  the  sul)jcct  submitted  to  us  as  it 
has  been  possible  for  us  in  tlie  time  at  our  disposal  to  give  to  it,  arrive 
at  the  conclusion  that  repeated  frauds  have  been  practiced  upon 
the  Book  Concern. 

These  frauds  are  found  in  the  manufacturing  department,  and  are 
located  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  in  the  bindery.  Mr.  Hoffman  was 
superintendent  of  tliis  department  at  the  time  of  the  perpetration  of 
tiiese  frauds,  and  tlie  evidence  indicates  that  for  a  series  of  years 
lie  carried  on  a  system  of  frauds  by  whicli  the  Concern  sustained 
very  considerable  losses,  the  amount  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  in- 
dicate Willi  accuracy. 

1.  "We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  business  methods  of  this  depart- 
ment were  ibrmerl}-  such  as  to  afford  opportunities  for  frauds  and 
peculations  by  subordinates,  which  these  investigations  show  have 
been  taken  advantage  of 

2.  Your  Committee  concur  with  Mr.  Kilbreth  in  the  statement 
made  by  iiiin  in  liis  report  before  us,  in  M'hich  he  says  tiiat  "in 
former  j'ears  it  is  apparent  that  tiiere  was  a  great  lack  of  system  in 
the  business  transactions  of  the  house,  as  shown  on  the  books,  and 
a  great  deal  of  confusion  and  careless  book-keeping;  "  as  also  in  his 
further  statement  that  "the  business  entries  of  the  years  18G2  and 
1864,  including  also  the  bindery  and  periodical  account  of  18G1,  are 
totally  inexcusable  as  specimens  of  accounts." 

3.  Your  Committee  also  find  that  tlie  losses  sustained  by  frauds 
and  irregularities  are  not  of  such  magnitude  as  to  endanger  the 
financial  strength  of  the  Book  Concern,  nor  to  materially  impair  its 
capital. 

4.  That  there  are  no  reasonable  grounds  or  proofs  to  justify  an 
as.sumption  that  any  Agent  or  Assistant  Agent  is  or  has  been  im- 
plicated or  interested  in  any  frauds  which  have  been  practiced  on 
the  Book  Concern. 

5.  That  the  present  method  of  accounts  and  modes  of  conducting 
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the  business  are  such  as  to  insure  reasonable  and  ordinary  protec- 
tion against  frauds  and  irregularities,  yet  they  are  not  altogether 
perfect. 

6.  In  reference  to  the  purchasing  of  paper  through  Mr.  James  F. 
Porter,  we  concur  with  Mr.  Kilbreth,  "  that  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  we  unliesitatingly  regard  it  as  a  decided  business 
impropriety." 

7.  We  deem  it  proper  to  refer  to  the  transactions  of  the  Book 
Concern  with  Messrs.  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.,  (see  Mr.  Kilbreth's  re- 
port, page  48,)  because  it  was  an  unauthorized  use  of  the  credit  of 
the  Book  Concern  for  the  benefit  of  outside  parties  ;  and  although 
there  was  in  tliis  case  no  loss  to  the  Book  Concern,  and  we  may 
reasonably  believe  the  motives  which  prompted  to  the  act  were  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  Concern,  and  to  accommodate  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  yet  to 
guard  against  its  influence  as  a  precedent,  we  call  your  attention  to 
it  as  an  error  fraught  with  peril  to  the  interests  o'f  the  Book  Con- 
cern, which  should  not  be  sanctioned. 

8.  As  to  question  seven,  submitted  for  our  consideration,  wheth- 
er the  report  of  the  Agents  for  1871  "is  a  fair  exhibit  of  the 
assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Concern,"  we  report  that  no  testimony 
was  introduced  before  the  whole  Committee  on  that  subject,  though 
several  members  of  the  Committee  examined  such  evidence  at  the 
Book  Room  as  was  available.  As  the  exhibit  is  made  up  in  parts 
of  estimated  values  of  real  estate  and  other  property  belonging  to 
the  Concern,  such  estimates  must  depend  largely  for  their  reliability 
upon  the  good  judgment  of  the  persons  making  up  such  exhibit. 

It  is  perljaps  sufficient  to  say  that  your  Committee  have  no  evi- 
dence before  them  tending  to  show  that  the  exhibits  should  be 
diflerent  from  what  they  are. 

Appreciating  the  important  duties  devolved  upon  us,  and  with  an 
earnest  desire  to  reach  just  conclusions,  your  Ccmimitcee  have 
labored  earnestly  to  discover  the  facts  involved,  and  arrive  at  just 
conclusions  embraced  within  the  scope  of  the  authority  conferred 
upon  us.  We  submit  the  foregoing  as  a  summary  of  our  con- 
clusions. 

J.  M,  Buckley  moved  that  we  now  proceed  to  the 
election  of  Book  Agents,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

G.  W.  Woodruff  rose  to  a  question  of  official  privi- 
lege, and  presented  the  following  paper  : 

Whtreas,  Bishop  Harris  was  the  Secretary  of  this  Conference  for 
the  first  twenty-three  days  of  this  session,  and  during  his  occu- 
pancy of  the  office  a  resolution  was  pnssed  instructing  the  Secretary 
to  edit  the  Journal ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Bisliop  Harris  be  requested,  if  compatible  with  his 
other  duties,  to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  the  original  appointment, 
and  that  he  also  be  requested  to  edit  the  forthcoming  Discipline  of 
the  Church. 


When  the  Secretary  had  read  this  paper,  Bishop 


W.    L.    Harris 
and     G.     W. 

edit"the  ToOT°  Harris  informed  the  Conference  that  he  would  accept 
nai  and  the  the    appointment,   provided    the    Secretary,  G.    W. 
Woodruff,  might  be  associated  with  him  in  the  editing 
of  the  Journal  and  the  Discipline.     The  motion  of  the 
Secretary  was  then  modified  accordingly,  and  adopted 


Discipline. 
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as  follo-vrs,  to  wit :  that  Bishop   Harris  and   G.  W.     ^laySi. 

■nr        !«•!  -1  TIT  T       Tn-ENTT-SEV- 

VVoodruii     be    appointed   to   edit    the   Journal    and      enth  Day. 
Discipline.  ^^'^'''^■ 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  roll  be  called  for  ^  boJ.'J? Agrenfs 
the  reception  of  ballots  in  the  election  of  Book  Agents,      at  New  York. 

On  motion  of  W.  F.  Cowles,  it  was  ordered  that 
a  vote  be  taken  for  two  Agents  on  the  same  ballot. 

The  i-oll  was  then  called,  and  the  tellers  received   BaUotcast. 
the  ballots  of  the  Conference  and  retired  to  count  the 
vote. 

On  motion  of  K.  P.  Jervis,  the  order  of  business  Division  of  su- 
was  suspended,  and   the  tbllowing   resolutions  were      between  cen- 

,  '      ,  '  '='  tral  anil 

read  and  adopted  :  western  New 

York  Confer- 
Resolved,  1.  That  the  superannuated  members  of  East  Genesee       ences. 
Anniial  Conference  shall  be  divided  between  the  Central  and  West-    Division  of  East 
ern  New  York  Conferences  in  proportion  to  tiie  numbers  of  effect-       Genesee  Con- 
ive  men  assigned  to  said  Conferences  respectively.  op^sratlve  "ill 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  action  taken  yesterday,  dividing  the  terri-       Sept.  l,  1ST2. 
tory  of  East  Genesee  Conference  between  the  Central  and  Western 
New  York  Conferences,  shall  not  be  operative  for  the  destruction 
of  said  East  Genesee  Conference  until  the  first  day  of  September 
next. 

Bishop  Janes  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  and  Central  New 

^     ,    ^,     ^     .  .  J,      ,  1-      .•  •    •  Y'ork  Confer- 

suggested  that,  in  view  of  the  complications  arising     encetohoM 
from  the  reconstruction  of  Conference  lines  in  Central      ml^^  ^^^ 
and  Western  New  York,  that  it  would  be  necessary 
that  there   should  be  a  session  of  the  Central  New 
York  Conference  this  fall. 

R.  Nelson  moved  that  this  Conference  approves  of 
this  suggestion  of  the  Bishop,  and  the  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

L.  C.  Queal  moved  that  the  division  of  Conference  Queai's  motion 

concerning 

Claimants  in  the  new  Central  New  York  and  North-      Conference 

Claimants. 

ern  New  York  Conferences  be  made  on  the  basis  of 
the  number  of  effective  preachers  in  said  Conferences. 

A.  J.  Phelps  offered  the  following  substitute,  which   ^^^l^^(^  J^^{_ 
was  read  and  adopted  namely. 


ed. 


That  a  Commission  be  appointed,  consisting  of  three  from  each    Commissioners 
of  the  newlj'^-constructed  Conferences,  namely :  Western  New  York,       to     ^^     the 
Central  New  York,  and  Northern  New  York  Conferences,  to  be      ^^'^^^T^ ^t 
nominated  by  the  delegates  of   said    Conferences,    whose  duty  it      Superannu- 
shall  be  to  fix  the  Conference  relations  of  the  superannuated  and       ates,  etc. 
supernimierary  preachers  and  widows   and   orphans   of  deceased 
preachers  whose  relations  have  been  unsettled  by  said  reconstruc- 
tion, and  report  at  their  earliest  convenience  through  the  Northern 
Advocate  and  the  Christian  Advocate. 

24 
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Twenty -SEV- 
ENTH Day. 
Morning. 

Editor  of  the 
Ladies'  Ee- 
pository. 

M'Calmonfs 
substitute. 


Laid     on 
table. 


Previous  ques- 
tion called  for, 
sustained,  and 
Keportndopt- 
ed. 
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D.  M.  Bates,  from  the  Special  Committee,  pre.^ented 
a  report  on  the  alleged  irregularity  of  the  sixth  ballot 
for  editor  of  tlie  Ladies'  Repository. 

A  motion  Avas  made  for  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

J.  S.  M'Calraont  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  the 
election  of  editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository  be  or- 
dered void,  and  that  we  now  proceed  to  elect  that 
editor. 

The  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  count  vote 
of  163  to  131. 

I.  C.  Pershing  moved  that  we  now  proceed  to  elect 
an  editor  for  the  Ladies'  Repository. 

William  Cooper  called  for  the  previous  question; 
the  call  was  sustained,  and  the  motion  of  I.  C. 
Pershing  was  lost,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee 
was  adopted  by  a  count  of  194  to  109,  as  follows: 


KEPORT    ON    ELECTION    OF   EDITOR   OF  THE   LADIES' 
REPOSITORY. 


The  Committee  to  -which  was  referred  the  subject  of  a  suggested 
irregularity  ia  the  sixth  balloting  for  editor  of  the  Ladies'  Reposi- 
tory, with  instructions  to  report  what  action,  if  any,  should  be 
taken  by  the  Conference  in  the  premises,  respectfully  reports  as 
follows : 

The  facts  material  to  the  subject,  as  far  as  the  Committee  can 
ascertain  them,  are  these :  On  the  balloting  referred  to,  the  votes 
were  collected  in  hats  by  seven  tellers,  who  immediately  retired 
from  the  Conference  room,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  tlie  Secretaries, 
proceeded  to  ascertain  the  result.  The  tellers  counted  the  votes  in 
sections  separately,  after  which  the  sections  met  together,  in  order 
to  ascertain  and  state  the  aggregate  result. 

The  result  of  the  count  as  then  ascertained  was  that  369  votes 
were  cast,  of  which  185  were  necessary  to  a  choice;  that  J.  A. 
M'Cauley  had  received  185  votes,  E.  Wentworth  180  votes,  and 
that  there  were  four  scattering  votes.  After  this  result  was  ascer- 
tained three  of  the  tellers,  among  whom  was  E.  H.  Waring,  re- 
turned to  the  Conference  floor,  leaving  the  other  tellers,  with  a 
Secretary,  to  make  the  usual  written  statement.  As  Mr.  Waring 
passed  from  the  room  occupied  by  the  tellers  into  the  Conference 
room  a  member  of  the  Conference  observed  a  small  slip  of  paper 
lodged  in  his  hair.  The  member  followed  him  to  his  seat,  and, 
taking  up  the  slip  of  paper  from  the  floor,  where  it  had  lallen  as 
Mr.  Waring  sat  down,  handed  it  to  him. 

On  examination  it  was  found  to  contain  the  name  "  E.  Went- 
worth." Mr.  Waring  immediately  returned  to  the  tellers'  room, 
where  four  of  the  tellers  still  remained,  together  with  one  of  the 
Secretaries,  tlie  Secretary  being  in  the  act  of  making  out  a  state- 
ment of  the  result  of  the  balloting  in  the  usual  form,  to  be  handed 
to  the  presiding  Bisliop.  The  slip  being  shown  to  the  tellers  pres- 
ent, they  concluded,  after  some  conversation,  that  it  had  been  east 
as  a  vote  in  the  balloting  just  taken,  and  they  added  it  to  the  num- 
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ber  before  counted.  The  effect  of  such  addition  was  to  make  the  Miay  31. 
whole  number  of  votes  cast  370  instead  of  369,  and  the  number  Twentt-bev- 
necessary  to  a  choice  186  instead  of  185,  the  number  cast  for  Dr.  *^'™  ^*-*- 
M'Cauley,  thus  causing  a  failure  to  elect.  Momiiig. 

The  Secretary  had,  before  Mr.  Waring  returned,  stated  in  writing 
the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  and  the  number  necessary  to  a 
choice,  as  ascertained  by  the  original  count ;  but  after  the  decision 
of  the  tellers  present  to  count  as  a  vote  the  slip  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Wariug,  the  Secretary  amended  the  statement  so  far  as  it  had  been 
written,  and  completed  it,  giving  to  E.  Wentworth  the  additional 
vote.  The  statement  was  then  handed  to  the  Bishop,  who  read  it 
to  the  Conference,  and  announced  that  there  was  a  failure  to  elect. 
Another  balloting  was  taken,  in  which  Dr.  Wentworth  received  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  and  was  declared  elected.  No  objec- 
tion has  been  made  to  the  mode  of  taking  or  counting  this  last 
vote. 

Your  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  i;he  discovery  of  what  was 
supposed  to  be  an  additional  ballot,  after  a  count  had  been  made, 
and  the  tellers  had  separated,  ought  to  have  been  reported  to  the 
Conference  for  its  action,  and  that  the  counting  of  such  ballot  by 
four  of  the  seven  tellers,  after  three  had  returned  to  tiie  Conference 
floor,  was  an  irregularity.  We  also  think  that,  notwithstanding 
the  action  of  the  four  tellers,  and  the  written  statement  made  and 
read  to  the  Conference,  sliowing  on  its  face  a  failure  to  elect,  the 
Conference  may  properly  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  vote,  and 
should  it  appear  on  sucli  inquiry  tliat  Dr.  M'Cauley  did  receive  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  in  that  balloting,  the  Conference  may 
declare  him  elected;  and  this  it  may  do,  although  under  a  subse- 
quent balloting  Dr.  Wentworth  received  a  majority  of  votes  then 
cast,  and  was  declared  elected. 

An  elective  body  before  its  final  adjournment  has,  upon  general 
principles,  the  power,  until  a  person  declared  to  be  elected  has 
been  inducted  into  the  office,  to  correct  mistakes  or  irregularity,  and 
to  ascertain  and  give  effect  to  the  true  result  of  a  vote  before  taken. 
This  power  is  left  by  the  Discipline  to  rest  in  the  sound  discretion 
of  the  General  Conference,  subject  to  no  conditions  or  prescribed 
rules  of  procedure.  It  is,  however,  in  the  judgment  of  your  Com- 
mittee, a  power  to  be  exercised'  sparingly  and  with  mucli  caution. 
In  the  present  case,  to  justify  the  Conference  in  setting  aside  the 
declared  result  of  the  last  balloting  in  favor  of  Dr.  Wentworth,  it 
should  appear  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  that  Dr.  M'Cauley  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  in  the  prior  balloting,  which 
is  now  under  examination. 

We  are  unable,  after  careful  consideration  of  all  the  circum- 
stances, to  reach  the  conclusion  that  Dr.  M'Cauley  did  receive  such 
a  majority;  on  the  contrary,  we  are  impressed  with  the  strong 
probability  that  the  slip  of  paper  returned  by  Mr.  Waring  was  a 
vote  cast  for  Dr.  Wentworth  in  the  sixth  balloting,  and  that  it  had 
become  accidentally  separated  from  the  other  ballots.  We  think 
that  had  the  circumstances  been  reported  to  the  Conference, 
that  body  might  have  properly  allowed  the  additional  vote.  We 
therefore  recommend  that  no  "further  action  upon  the  subject  be 
taken. 

It  will  be  but  just  to  add  that  tliis  proceeding  has  not  been  taken 
at  Dr.  M'Cauley's  instance.  Neitiier  of  the  gentlemen  named  is  a 
claimant  of  the  editorship  in  question.  The  case  has  been  treated 
not  as  a  contest  for  the  office,  but  solely  as  an  inquiry  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  into  the  regularity  of  its  proceedings.  We  beg 
leave  further  to  state  our  conviction  that  the  tellers  who 
counted  the  additional  vote  acted  in  good  faith  and  under  a  sense 
of  duty. 
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May  31.         E.    "Wentworth   then    tendered    his    resignation   as 
■^4^^*^    editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository. 

Morning.  J.  M.  Bucklev  moved  the  acceptance  of  the  resigna- 

E.  -wcntworth  tion  of  E.  Wentworth,  and  that  we  now  proceed  to 

Eesifrns,    and  ^  ,       t      t      •>  -n 

his    resipna-  elect  an  editor  for  the  l^adies   Kepository. 

The  division  of  the  question  being  called  for,  the  res- 
ignation was  accepted,  and  the  motion  to  proceed  to 
elect  an  editor  to  fill  the  vacancy  was  laid  on  the  table. 
BaUot  for  Book       The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the 
New  York.      result  of  the  ballot  for  Book  Agents  at  New  York, 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  375 ;   necessary  to  a 
choice,  188. 
No  Election.  No  person  having  the  requisite  number  of  votes, 

there  was  no  election. 
J.  A.  Harris         J,  A.  Harris,  of  the  Delaware  Conference,  was  granted 

absence.  leave  of  absence  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family. 

Time  of  session       Qn  motion,  the  time  was  extended  to  take  another 

extended.  '  , 

ballot  for  Book  Agents  at  ^  ew  1  ork. 

The  tellers  received  the  ballots  and  retired  to  count 
the  vote.  The  Conference  then  adjourned,  the  bene- 
diction being  pronounced  by  L.  R.  Fisk,  of  Detroit 
Conference. 


May  31.  FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  31. 

TWKSTT-SKV- 

ENTH  Day.  Conference  met   pursuant  to  adjournment.  Bishop 

Afternoon.        ^^  .        ,  i      • 

Haven  m  the  chair. 

Religious  services  were  conducted  by  C.  C.  Stratton, 
of  Oregon  Conference. 

The   Journal   of  the    morning's    session   was   read 
and  approved. 
Second    baUot       The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the 
Agents^^at      result  of  the  second  ballot  for  Book  Agents  at  Xew 

New  York.       _^      ,  -  „ 

lork  as  tollows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  373  ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  187. 

Reuben  Nelson  having  received  262  votes,  and  John 


Eenben  Nelson 

Phillips  ^  M.  Phillips  having  received  205  votes,  were  declared 

elected.  ^^^|y  elected. 

Editor  of  the  C.  D.  Hubbard  moved  that  we  now  proceed  to  elect 

Ji^tory.^^  an  editor  for  the  Ladies'  Repository,  and  the  motion 


prevailed. 
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On  motion  of  B.  I.  Ives,  E.  Wentworth  was  elected 
by  acclamation. 

The  special  Committee  of  nine,  to  whicli  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  from  the  Preachers'  Association 
of  New  Orleans,  presented  its  report,  which  was 
read  and  adopted  as  follows: 

The  Special  Committee,  to  whicli  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  New  Orleans  Preacheis'  Meeting  of  May  23,  asking  for  the  elec- 
tion of  an  additional  Bishop  who  should  be  of  African  descent,  re- 
spectfully reports : 

Tliat  at  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  held  May  30,  the  statements  of 
the  memorialists  and  tlieir  requests  were  carefully  considered.  The 
very  reasonable  demand  that  at  least  ''  some  action  may  be  taken 
which  shall  assure  our  people  that  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church 
invites  to  her  altars  peoples  of  every  nation,  and  extends  to  them 
equal  rights  in  her  worship  and  government,"  was  responded  to 
with  great  unanimity  by  the  following  declaration  of  facts,  which  we 
are  persuaded  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  memorialists. 

1.  A  memorial  from  the  preachers  of  Louisiana  Conference,  with 
others,  in  behalf  of  a  Bishop  of  African  descent,  was  promptly  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  carefully  considered,  and 
reported  on  as  follows : 

"  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  respectfully  report  to  the  General 
Conference,  concerning  tlie  election  of  colored  Bishops,  that  they 
are  deeply  impressed  with  the  Christian  spirit  manifested  by  those 
memorializing  the  General  Conference  on  this  subject.  The  rapid 
progress  our  brethren  of  color  are  making  in  all  that  elevates  man- 
kind is  most  commendable,  and  we  have  no  doubt  there  is  a  future 
of  great  promise  before  them.  Your  Committee  would  further 
report,  that,  in  tlieir  judgment,  there  is  nothing  in  race,  color,  or 
former  condition  tiiat  is  a  bar  to  an  election  to  the  Episcopacy,  the 
true  cour.se  being  for  us  to  elect  only  such  persons  as  are,  by  their 
pre-eminent  piety,  endowments,  culture,  general  fitness,  and  accept- 
ability, best  qualified  to  till  the  office." 

2.  The  claims  of  our  numerous  and  noble-hearted  membership  of 
African  descent  to  a  perfect  equalitj'  of  relations  with  all  others  in 
our  communion  are  fully  recognized  by  the  Discipline,  and  amply 
demonstrated  in  the  administration  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Tliere  is  no  word  "  white  "  to  discriminate  against  race  or 
color  known  in  our  legislation;  and  being  of  African  descent  does 
not  prevent  membership  with  white  men  in  Annual  Conferences, 
nor  ordiuation  at  the  same  altars,  nor  appointment  to  Presiding  Eld- 
ership, nor  election  to  the  General  Conference,  nor  eligibility  to  the 
highest  offices  iu  the  Churcli. 

3.  Election  to  the  office  of  Bishop  from  among  candidates  who 
are  mutually  equals  cannot  be  determined  on  the  ground  of  color 
or  any  other  special  consideration.  It  can  only  be  by  fair  and  hon- 
orable competition  between  tlie  friends  of  tlie  respective  candidates. 
And  yet  the  presentation  of  a  well-qualified  man  of  African  de- 
scent would  doubtless  secure  very  general  support,  iu  view  of  the 
great  interests  of  the  Cluirch,  which  would  thereby  be  more  abun- 
dantly promoted.  No  such  opportunity,  however,  has  been  af- 
forded at  this  General  Conference. 
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]VIay  31. 

TWENTY-SEV- 

KNTB  Day. 
Afternoon. 

E.  Wentworth 
elected. 

Report  on  elec- 
tion of  Col- 
ored Bishop. 


R.  W.  Todd,  of  Wilmington  Conference,  was  granted  R-  w.Todd  hw 
leave  of  absence  on  account  of  affliction  in  his  family.       sence. 
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Miay  31. 

TWENTT-SKV- 

BNTH  Day. 

AfUmoon. 
Election  of 

Book  Af^ents 

at  Cincinnati. 
P.    B.    Swing 

has  leave  of 

absence. 
Trustees  of  the 

Methodist 

Episcopal 

Church. 


New  Hvmn 
Book". 


Conference  then  balloted  for  two  Agents  for  tlie 
Western  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati,  and  the  tellers  re- 
ceived the  ballots  and  retired  to  count  the  votes. 

Philip  B.  Swing,  lay  delegate  from  Cincinnati  Con- 
ference, Avas  granted  leave  of  absence. 

J.  M.  Trimble  presented  the  report  from  the  special 
Committee  appointed  to  nominate  persons  to  fill  vacan- 
cies in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  which  was  adopted  as  follows : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  persons  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
present  the  following  names:  TVill  Ciimback,  for  four  years  to  fill 
vacancy  occasioned  by  death  of  A.  Riddle.  For  eight  years :  Min- 
isters, i.  "W.  Wiley,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  F.  C.  Holliday;  Laymen, 
Edward  Sargent,  John  Cochnower,  Amos  Sliinkle. 

E.  Wentworth  presented  the  report  of  the  Special 
Committee  on  the  New  Hymn  Book. 

T.  H.  Boot  not  F.  H.  Root,  lay  delegate  from  Genesee  Conference, 
Sabsencr^^  askcd  leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 
Leave  was  not  granted. 

Minard  Home.  T.  M.  Eddy  presented  a  paper  in  reference  to  the 
Minard  Home,  Avhich  was  read. 

Paper  adopted.  J.  Kiger  Called  for  the  previous  question  ;  the  call 
was  sustained,  and  the  paper  was  adopted  by  a  ris- 
ing vote,  as  follows : 

WJiereas,  Mr.  Abel  Minard,  of  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  has  made 
provisions  for  establishing  a  Home  for  the  education  of  female  chil- 
dren of  such  foreign  missionaries  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
as  may  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages ;  also  for  the 
reception  and  education  of  the  female  orphans  or  half  orphans  of 
deceased  ministers  of  our  Church,  and  also  of  such  other  female 
orphans  or  half  orphans  as  the  Trustees  may  admit ;  and. 

Whereas,  A  liberal  charter  has  been  obtained  for  said  home ;  and, 

Whereas,  It  is  amply  secured  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the-  trust  is  gratefully  accepted,  and  that  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  commends  the  Minard  Home  to  the  generous  liber- 
ahty  of  our  Church  and  the  public. 


Education:  Ke- 
port  No.  YI. 


Motion  toTav  on 
the  table  lost. 


Alex.  Martin  moved  that  the  order  of  business  be 
suspended,  and  Report  No.  VI  of  the  Committee  on 
Education  be  taken  up.  The  motion  prevailed,  and 
the  report  was  read. 

A.  Martin  moved  the  adoption  of  section  one. 

J.  T.  Simmons  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on  the 
table,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 
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The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the  Mlay  31. 
result  of  the  ballot  for  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  as  ^iJdIy! 
follows:  .f'T'^r. 

Ballot  for  Book 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  331 ;   necessary  to  a     Agents      at 

^T  ,        .  '11  •   •  Cincinnati. 

choice,  169.     No  person  having  received  the  requisite 

number  of  votes,  there  was  no  election.  No  Election. 

The  Conference  then  balloted  a  second  time  for 
Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  and  the  tellers  again  re- 
tired to  count  the  vote. 

The  Conference  thereupon  resumed  the  considera-  Education  :Ee- 

^  port  Ko.  VI. 

tion  of  Report  No.  VI  of  the  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion. 

S.  Barnes  called  for  the  previous  question,  and  the  ^^^^jg^   ""^ 
call  was  sustained,  and  section  one  of  the  repoi-t  was 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  A.  Martin,  the  remainder  of  the  re-.Eeport»^opt«<^ 
port,  except  section  six,  was  adopted. 

Section  six  was  then  read. 

W.  R.  Clarke  moved  that  the  seat  of  the  Board  of   Boston  named 

for  the  seat  of 

Education  be  fixed  at  Boston.  the  society. 

J,  M.  Buckley  moved  to   amend,  by  fixing  it  at  BncUey's 

*'  7        ./  o  Amendment. 

New  York. 

B.  R.  Bonner  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  it  be  fixed  ^^^ft^^    ^"'''' 
at  Saint  Louis. 

L.  D.  White  raised  a  point  of  order,  that  these  mo-  ""^"^  appeau 

i  '  from  decision 

tions  were  not  in  order ;  but  his  point  of  order  was  not      of  the  chair. 
sustained,  whereupon  he  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  tlie  Chair. 

On  motion  of  G.  W.  Woodruff,  the  decision  of  the   Euiing:  of  the 

r\\      •  i    •        1  Chair       sus- 

Chair  was  sustained.  tained. 

The  tellers  reported,  and  the  Bishop  announced  the  Second baUotfor 

result  of  the  second  ballot  for  Book  Agents  at  Cincin-  at°Cmcinnati. 
nati,  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  331 ;  necessary  to  a 
choice,  166. 

L.  Hitchcock  having  received  223  votes,  and  J.  M.  l.     Hitchcock 

.  P  '  andJ.M.Wal- 

W  aldcn    having   received   203    votes,   were    declared     den  elected, 
duly  elected. 

On  motion  of  A.  Martin,  the  sixth  item  of  the  Re-  sixth  item  laid 

.11-1  •  Vn  •  ,    .  1  on    the  table 

port  01  the  Committee  on  Education  was  laid  on  the      and  the  Ee- 
table,  and  the  report  as  thus  amended  was  adopted,      ^^^     "^ 
as  follows : 
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IMay  31. 

TWENTY-SKV- 

KNTH  Day. 
Afternoon. 


Jervis's 
Amendment. 


Motion  to  adopt 
the  amended 
Report  lost. 

Book  Concern : 
Report  No.  II 
adopted. 


EDUCATION — REPOKT  KO.  VI. 

The  Committee  on  Education  respectfully  recommends — 

1.  Tliat  the  General  Conference  elect  a  Corresponding  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  who  shall  give  iiis  entire  time  to  this 
work,  and  whose  salary  shall  be  fixed  and  paid  bj'  the  Board. 

2.  That  the  Board  be  directed  to  organize  its  work  at  once 
throughout  the  Church,  and  to  give  especial  attention  to  the  needs 
of  the  South  and  destitute  parts  of  the  West. 

3.  That  in  place  of  the  last  sentence  of  paragraph  3,  and  all  of 
paragraph  4,  in  sec.  1,  Part  V,  of  the  Discipline,  (pp.  236  and  237,) 
the  following  paragraphs  be  substituted :  "  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
each  preacher  in  charge  of  a  circuit  or  station  to  take  in  each  soci- 
ety a  public  collection  annually  in  aid  of  tlie  work  of  education.  The 
moneys  so  received  shall  be  paid  over  to  such  auxiliary  of  the  Board 
of  Education  as  the  Annual  Conference  may  direct,  or,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Annual  Conference  directions,  to  the  treasury  of  the  Parent 
Board."  "  5.  It  is  recommended  that  the  second  Sunday  in  June  be 
every-where  observed  as  '  Children's  Day  ; '  and  that,  wherever 
practicable,  a  collection  be  taken  in  the  Sunday-school  in  aid  of  the 
'Sunday-School  Fund'  of  the  Board  of  Education." 

4.  That  in  the  General  Minutes  a  special  column  be  set  apart  for 
reports  of  educational  collections. 

5.  That  the  Board  be  instructed  to  establish,  as  early  as  practi- 
cable, a  Bureau  for  the  collection  and  publication  of  educational 
statistics,  and  for  bringing  into  communication  instructors  seeking 
situations  and  institutions  seeking  teachers. 

On  motion,  the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on 
tlie  New  Hymn  Book  was  taken  up  and  read,  and  it 
was  moved  that  it  be  adopted. 

K.  P.  Jervis  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  word 
"Bishops"  instead  of  the  words  "Editor  of  Books  of 
the  General  Catalogue,"  and  the  amendment  prevailed. 

The  vote  then  occurred  on  the  motion  to  adopt  the 
report  as  amended,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

On  motion  of  T.  M.  Eddy,  Report  No.  II  of  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  was  taken  up, 
read,  and  adopted,  as  follows : 

BOOK  CONCERN— REPORT  NO.  II. 

The  Committee  has  given  careful  attention  to  certain  papers  from 
the  Oregon  Conference,  and  also  from  ministers  and  laymen  of  our 
Church  in  Oregon,  asking  for  certain  specified  privileges. 

Oregon  has  heretofore  been  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  country, 
but  the  early  completion  of  the  great  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
will  bring  it  into  one  neighborhood,  and  the  whole  State  and  adjoin- 
ing territories  are  already  feeling  the  thrill  of  a  new  life.  "With  a 
large  increase  of  population  must  come  new  responsibilities  to  the 
Church.  Wise  provis.ion  now  will  be  true  economy,  and  we  may 
greatly  augment  the  resources  of  the  Book  Concern  by  a  slight  ex- 
penditure of  means. 

The  papers  referred  to  us  ask : 

1.  The  purchase  of  certain  lots,  advantageously  located  in  the 
city  of  Portland,  for  the  use  of  a  Book  Depository  and  the  oflQces  of 
the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate.     It  is  claimed  that  the  purchase 
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was  made  on  the  most  favorable  terms,  and  that  the  properly  will  IVIay  31 
rapidly  appreciate  in  value.  It  was  purchased  by  a  few  friends  for  Twenty-sev 
eight  thousand  dollars,  ($8,000,)  and  is  offered  to  the  Church  for  -•  -  t^-- 
the  cost  of  purchase  and  accrued  interest. 

2.  In  view  of  the  great  distance  from  any  branch  of  the  Book 
Concern,  they  earnestly  desire  the  establishment  of  a  small  De- 
pository, at  which  shall  be  kept  books  of  the  General  Catalogue, 
and  Sunday-school  and  Tract  publications.  They  propose  that  if 
the  Book  Concern  will  advance  four  thousand  dollars  (,$4,000)  for 
the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  they  will  contribute  a  like  amount. 

3.  They  represent  that  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  whicli  has 
been  aided  from  time  to  time  by  order  of  the  General  Conference,  is 
now  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  that  with  the  above  provision  it 
will  require  no  further  pecuniary  assistance  from  the  Book  Concern. 

But  they  further  suggest  that  the  time  has  come  when  tlie  editor 
should  be  relieved  from  the  charge  of  the  busmess  management  of 
the  Advocate,  and  a  suitable  person  should  be  employed  to  superin- 
tend the  Depository  and  to  manage  the  business  of  the  Advocate. 

We  recommend  for  adoption  the  following: 

Resolond,  1.  That  the  Discipline  be  amended  so  that  the  paragraph 
on  page  260,  sec.  6,  Part  V,  shall  read,  "  The  Oregon  Annual  Con- 
ference shall  annually  choose  a  Publishing  Committee  of  five  per- 
sons for  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  who  shall  also  exercise  a 
general  supervision  of  the  affairs  of  the  Depository  at  Portland. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  be  requested  to 
purchase  the  lots  in  Block  Tweuty-seven  (27),  corner  of  "  D  "  and 
Third  (3)  streets,  now  held  for  the  Church  at  a  cost  of  eight  thou- 
sand dollars  ($8,000)  gold,  and  that  they  also  appropriate  four  thou- 
sand dollars  ($4,000)  to  said  Publishing  Committee  for  the  erection 
of  buildings  so  soon  as  said  Committee  shall  raise  four  thousand 
dollars  ($4,000)  for  the  same  purpose. 

Resolved,  3.  That  a  stock  of  books  be  deposited  in  Portland,  such 
as  the  Book  Agents,  in  their  judgment,  shall  deem  necessary  to 
meet  the  demand,  and  the  aforesaid  Publishing  Committee  shall  be 
responsible  for  the  same,  and  all  other  effects  which  the  Book  Con- 
cern may  place  in  their  hands. 

COLORADO   DEPOSITORY. 

The  Committee  has  examined  the  papers  referred  to  its  considera- 
tion relating  to  a  Depository  and  weekly  paper  at  Denver,  Colorado, 
and  has  heard  tlie  statements  of  the  delegates  from  Colorado  Con- 
ference. In  the  request  of  the  memorialists  it  is  not  proposed  to 
draw  upon  the  resources  of  the  Book  Concern,  but  by  a  provident 
liberality  to  meet  a  want  of  our  work  in  that  region  and  ultimately 
add  to  the  assets  of  our  Western  Publishing  House.  The  following 
resolutions  are  therefore  recommended  for  adoption : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  be 
and  are  hereby  directed  to  establish  a  Depository  of  our  publica- 
tions at  Denver,  Colorado,  provided  thej'  can  make  such  arrange- 
ments for  the  same  as  shall  secure  the  Concern  from  pecuniary  loss 
by  the  operation. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  said  Agents  be  and  are  hereby  authorized 
and  directed  to  issue  a  weekly  paper  at  Denver,  Colorado,  to  be 
called  the  Rocky  Mountain  Christian  Advocate,  provided  such  ar- 
rangements can  be  made  as  to  secure  the  Book  Concern  against  loss 
by  the  same. 

Resolved,  3.  That  in  case  the  Book  Agents  shall  make  arrange- 
ments to  publish  said  paper,  they  shall  notify  the  Bisho[)S,  who 
shall  appoint  an  editor  therefor,  and  the  Colorado  Conference  sliall 
annually  choose  a  Publishing  Committee  of  five  persons  for  the  same. 
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Miay  31. 

TWKNTT-SKV- 

ESTii    Day. 

Afternoon. 
Speeches     lim- 

ite<l     to    five 

minutes. 
Woman's  Work 

in  the 

Church. 


Book  Concern : 
Report  No. 
lU  token  up. 


On  motion  of  W.  M'K.  Hester,  it  was  ordered  that  all 
speeches,  except  on  questions  of  boundaries,  be  liniit<^d 
to  five  minutes. 

C.  D.  Foss  moved  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Woman's  Work  in.  the  Church  be  received,  laid 
on  the  table,  and  printed,  and  the  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

On  motion  of  A.  Edwards,  Report  No.  Ill  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  was  taken  up. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned.  After  the  dox- 
ology  was  sung,  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
A.  Edwards,  of  Detroit  Conference. 


June  1. 

TWEKTT- 
EIGHTH    DAT. 


Church  Exten- 
sion :  Keport 
No.  III. 

Motion  to  sus- 
pend the 
regular  order 
of  business. 

Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Goode's  motion 
to  suspend 
order  of  bus- 
iness lost. 

J.  D.  Curtis 
admitted  in 
place  of  K. 
W.  Todd. 


Hester's  mo- 
tion to  sus- 
pend the  reg- 
ular order 
lost. 

E.  0.  Haven 
elected  Cor- 
responding 
Secretiiry  of 
the  Board  of 
Education. 


SATURDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  1. 

Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Peck  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religions  services  wei-e  conducted  by 
Thomas  Kniel,  a  lay  delegate  of  New  England  Con- 
ference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon's  session  was 
read  and  approved. 

Report  No.  Ill  of  the  Committee  on  Church  Ex- 
tension was  taken  up. 

I.  S.  Bingham  moved  to  suspend  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

E.  H.  Waring  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  suspend 
on  the  table,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

W.  H.  Goode  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  busi- 
ness to  consider  a  matter  which  he  presented,  b.ut  his 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

J.  D.  Curtis,  reserve  delegate  from  Wilmington 
Conference,  was  admitted  to  the  seat  of  R.  W.  Todd, 
excused  by  a  count  vote  of  89  to  47. 

W.  M'K.  Hester  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  busi- 
ness, and  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  but  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  A.  Martin,  the  special  order  of  the 
day  was  taken  up,  namely,  the  election  of  a  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and 
E.  O.  Haven  was  elected  by  acclamation. 
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J.  S.  M'Calmont  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of 
business  to  allow  liim  to  present  a  petition,  and  asked 
a  division  of  the  question. 

On  motion  of  G.  S.  Dearborn,  this  motion  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  A.  J.  Kynett,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
roll  of  Committees  be  called,  and  that  each  Committee 
be  allowed  to  call  up  one  report  for  action. 

S.  W.  Thomas  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  busi- 
ness to  permit  the  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Dele- 
gates to  ask  instructions,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

He  tj^ereupon  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates  be  in- 
structed to  pa.v  the  expenses  of  those  reserve  delegates  who  fill 
the  places  of  Bishops  elected  at  tills  Conference  and  tiiose  wlio 
came  at  the  request  of  tiieir  delegation  to  fill  the  place  of  delegates 
excused,  but  in  no  case  to  pay  traveling  expenses  of  those  who 
came  at  their  own  instance  and  filled  the  place  temporarily. 


Juno  1. 

Twenty- 
eighth  Day. 

M"CaImont's 
motion  to 
suspend  the 
regular  order 
laid  on  the 
table. 

Kynett's  mo- 
tion to  call 
the  Commit- 

■   tees. 

Order  of  busi- 
ness sus- 
pended. 


Committee  on 
Expenses  of 
Delegates  in- 
structed. 


H.  Slicer  moved  the  suspension  of  the  order  of  busi-  sii<-er's  motion 

J^  to      suspend 

ness,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail,  lost. 

Renort  No.  Ill  on  the  State  of  the   Church  was  state    of    tiie 

>■  Church  :    Ite- 

taken  up  and  read.  port  jso.  iii. 

On  motion  of  J.  Kiger  the  previous  question  was  Eeport adopted. 
called,  and  the  report  adopted  by  a  count  vote  ol  179 


for  to  75  against,  as  follows 


STATE  OF  THE   CHURCH — REPORT  XO.  III. 
Sinful  Amixsements. 

Tour  Committee  has  considered  a  large  number  of  memorials  Sinful  Amuse- 
and  petitions  from  members  of  the  Church  in  different  sections  of  ™®°  • 
the  land,  deploring  the  sinful  amusements  too  often  indulged  in  by 
members  of  the  Church;  also  many  resolutions  and  pastoral  ad- 
dresses emanating  from  Annual  Conferences  and  other  official 
bodies  belonging  to  our  own  and  sister  denominations.  Influ- 
enced by  these,  as  well  as  by  their  own  personal  observations, 
your  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  tliere  is  just  cause  for  alarm, 
and  a  necessity  for  General  Conference  action,  in  order  to  arrest, 
if  possible,  practices  which  portend  so  much  evil  to  the  Church  and 
to  the  world. 

The  General  Rules  of  our  Cliurch  prohibit  such  diversions  as 
cannot  be  used  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus;  "  the  singing  those 
songs  or  reading  those  books  which  do  not  tend  to  the  knowledge 
and"^love  of  God.'"  This  rule  is  sufficiently  comprehensive,  but  not 
explicit  enough  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  times. 

We  would  therefore  recommend  that  the  chapter  on  imprudent 
conduct  (Discipline,  page  128)  be  so  amended  as  to  read:  "But  in 
cases  of  neglect  of  duty  of  any  kind,  imprudent  conduct,  indulging 
smful  tempers  or  words,  the  "buying  or  selling  or  using  intoxicat- 
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ing  liquors  as  a  beverage,  dancing,  playing  at  games  of  chance, 
attending  theaters,  horse  races,  circuses,  dancing  parties,  or  pat- 
ronizing dancing  schools,  or  taking  such  other  amusements  as  are 
obviously  of  misleading  or  questionable  moral  tendency,  or  diso- 
bedience to  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  Church." 


Book  Concern  : 
Ueport  No. 
111. 

Monthly  M.ipa- 
y.ine.  Joy's 
motion  to 
amend. 


Laid  on  the 
ble. 


Evans's 
Amendment. 


rrevious  Ques- 
tion ordered, 
and  Report 
adopted. 


T.  M.  Eddy  called  up  Report  No.  Ill  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern,  which  was  read. 

E.  Joy  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  Boston  and 
inserting  Cincinnati  as  the  place  of  publication  of  the 
new  monthly  magazine. 

On  motion  of  C.  A.  Holmes,  tliis  motion  was  laid  on 
the  table, 

John  Evans  moved  that  that  part  of  the  rep8rt  refer- 
ring to  the  new  monthly  magazine  be  amended  by  in- 
serting the  words,  "  providing  tliat  the  Book  Con- 
cern be  guaranteed  against  loss." 

On  motion  of  W.  M'K.  Hester,  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  called,  and  J.  Evans's  amendment  was 
adopted,  and  the  report  as  amended  was  adopted,  as 
follows  : 


BOOK   CONCERN — REPORT  NO.  III. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  beg  leave  to  re- 
port concerning  the  following  items  referred  to  their  consideration: 


KEW    MONTHLY  MAGAZIXE. 

After  full  deliberation  and  debate  we  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  time  has  fully  come  when  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  should  take  another  advanced  step  in  the  matter  of  giving 
improved  periodical  reading  to  her  membership  and  constituency. 
We  believe  that  there  is  a  large  demand  for  a  first-class  monthly 
magazine,  devoted  to  the  religious,  scientific,  and  general  literary 
questions  of  the  day.  Wo  further  believe  that  cogent  arguments 
indicate  that  such  a  magazine  should  be  published  in  Boston.  "We 
therefore  propose  the  following  resolutions,  and  recommend  their 
adoption : 

Ri^soloed,  1.  That  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  at  New  York 
be  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  recommended  to  establish  a 
Methodist  monthly  magazine  in  Boston,  under  the  management  of 
the  Boston  Wesleyan  Association :  Provided,  that  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  can  be  made  between  the  said  Agents  and  Associa- 
tion, and  provided  that  the  Book  Concern  bo  guaranteed  against  loss. 

Resolved,  2.  That  in  case  such  magazine  is  established,  the  Board 
of  Bishops  shall  appoint  an  editor  therefor,  who  shall  hold  office 
until  the  next  General  Conference. 

In  further  reference  to  certain  propositions  affecting  this  ques- 
tion, we  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  at  the  present  time  to  make 
any  essential  modifications  in  the  character  of  the  Quarterly  Review 
or  Ladies'  Repository,  but  we  recommend  to  the  Agents  of  the  Book 
Concern  and  to  the  Book  Committee  the  exercise  of  a  liberal  policy 
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in  furnishing  the  means  for  giving  all  possible  improvement  to  these      .Time  1. 
periodicals  Twromr- 

We  further  submit  the  following :  '^'^w™  ^^''■ 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  recommend  to  the  Agents  the  most  favora- 
ble consideration  of  the  proposition  to  employ  a  lady  associate  or 
assistant  editor  on  the  Ladies'  Repository  and  the  Golden  Hours. 

Resolved,  2.  That  it  is  not  expedient  at  present  to  elect  a  general 
book  editor  for  the  Book  Concern  at  New  York  distinct  from  the 
editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  but  that,  in  our  judgment,  in- 
creased attention  should  be  given  to  the  editing  and  publication  of 
new  books  by  the  employment  of  all  necessary  assistance. 

Bishop  Simpson  pi'esented  the  Report  of  the  Bishops  Boards  of  Man- 
on  nomination    of   Manag^ers  oi  our   Benevolent   bo-     nated  by  the 


cieties,  which  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows 


Bishops. 


MANAGERS  OF  THE  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

Ministers — John  P.  Durbin,  Thomas  Carlton,  Joseph  Holdich,  John  Board  of  Mis- 
A.  Roche,  Daniel  Wise,  James  M.  Tuttle,  Cyrus  D.  Foss,  Morris  D'C.  ^'""®- 
Crawford,  Daniel  Curry,  Henry  B.  Ridgaway,  Albert  S.  Hunt,  Steplien 
D.  Brown,  John  Lanahan,  Otis  H.  Tiffany,  Lewis  R.  Dunn,  Thomas 
M.  Eddy,  Albert  D.  Vail,  Aaron  K.  Sanford,  Robert  H.  Pattison, 
James  A.  M.  Chapman,  John  F.  Hurst,  John  Miley,  John  B.  Mer- 
win,  George  F.  Kettell,  Wihiam  F.  Butler,  John  M.  Reid,  Robert  L. 
Dashiell,  Reuben  Nelson,  William  M'Allister,  Christian  F.  Grimm, 
Richard  Vanhorne,  William  F.  Warren.  * 

Laymeri — William  B.  Skidmore,  John  Falconer,  William  Trus- 
iow,  Enoch  L.  Fancher,  James  H.  Taft,  Timotliy  A.  Howe,  Hiram 
M.  Forrester,  Henry  J.  Baker,  John  S.  M'Lean,  John  French,  John 
H.  Ockershausen,  Stephen  Crowell,  Oliver  Hoyt,  Charles  C.  North, 
Gilbert  Oakley,  Charles  H.  Fellows,  Samuel  U.  F.  Odell,  Isaac 
OdeU,  Oliver  H.  P.  Archer,  George  J.  Ferry,  Joseph  F.  Knapp, 
Jonathan  0.  Fowler,  John  Stepheuson,  James  M.  Fuller,  George  I. 
Seney,  George  G.  Reynolds,  Clinton  B.  Fisk,  Andrew  V.  Stout, 
Stephen  Barker,  Theodore  Runyon,  Alexander  Ervin,  John 
Whiteman. 

MANAGERS    OF  THE    CHURCH   EXTENSION   SOCIETY. 

Ministers — Alpha  J.  Kynett,  Joseph  Castle,  Robert  H.  Pattison,   Board  of 

William  Cooper,  William  C.  Robinson,  Joseph  Mason,  Goldsmith  D.  Church  Ex- 
Carrow,  Henry  B.  Ridgaway,  Henry  W.  Warren,  Samuel  W.  ^"^'o"- 
Thomas,  William  L.  Gray,  William  M'Combs,  Thomas  C.  Murphy, 
William  J.  Paxson,  Charles  H.  Payne,  J.  B.  M'Collough,  J.  Walker 
Jackson,  S.  Pancoast,  Geo.  W.  Maclaughlin,  S.  E.  Post.  H.  A.  Cleve- 
land, E.  H.  Stokes,  Peter  J.  Cox,  S.  H.  C.  Smith,  J.  W.  Langley, 
William  H.  Elliott,  James  Cunningham,  Joseph  Welch,  F.  W.  Flock- 
en,  J.  D.  Elbert,  H.  Jolly,  J.  D.  Curtis. 

Laymen — Thomas  T.  Tasker,  Sen.,  Colson.  Heiskell,  Tliomas  T. 
Mason,  John  Hunter,  Cliarles  Spencer,  L.  C.  Simon,  James  Long, 
Horace  Sharp,  R.  England,  Benjamin  Scliofield,  A.  V.  Stout,  John 
W.  Hicks,  Charles  Scott,  Joseph  Thompson,  D.  H.  Bowen,  J.  H. 
Thornley,  William  G.  Spencer,  A.  H.  De  Haven,  John  F.  Keen,  S. 
S.  White,  T.  M.  Grcenbank,  W.  H.  Sutton,  M.  E.  Clarke,  Davis  N. 
Sinn,  Wesley  Stretch,  George  W.  Hill,  I.  S.  Custar,  James  Bowker, 
H.  W.  Drakeley,  E.  Remington,  Frank  B.  Hines,  William  H.  West. 
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June  1. 

TWENTY- 

RTOHTu  Day. 

Boiird   of  Sun- 
<1ay-School 
Uiiion. 


MANAGERS  OF  THE   SUNDAY-SCHOOL   UNION. 

Ministers— S.  H.  Vincent,  D.  Wise,  T.  Carlton,  "W.  H.  De  Pny, 
Elihu  Grant,  M.  D'C.  Crawford,  C.  D.  Foss,  A.  D.  Vail,  J.  M.  Freeman, 
G.  H.  Whituev,  B.  K.  Peirce,  Henrj'-  M.  Simpson,  A.  L.  Brice,  L.  R. 
Diitin,  J.  K.  Cookman,  S.  H.  Piatt,  G.  L.  Taylor,  R.  M.  Strattoii,  W. 
0.  Steel,  J.  C.  Thomas,  J.  Porter,  J.  S.  Porter,  A.  M'Lean,  C.  S. 
Brown,  W.  T.  Hill,  D.  Sherman,  C.  E.  Harris,  D.  H.  Kla,  G.  W. 
Woodrufl',  Benjamin  M.  Adams,  Charles  Fletcher,  J.  H.  Svveres. 

Lai/men — H.  D.  Rolph,  C.  H.  Applegate,  S.  J.  Goodenoiigh,  "Will- 
iam Triislow,  David  Terry,  C.  K.  Disosway,  James  Davis,  S.  A. 
Piirdy,  Joseph  Longking,  John  Pullman,  Joel  Sammis,  Will- 
iam Morgan.  Ira  Perego,  Jr.,  E.  H.  Brown,  J.  B.  Crawford,  John 
Young,  James  Little,  B.  F.  Clark,-  E.  S.  Halsted.  D.  Denham,  Jr., 
Jeremiah  Mundell,  Thomas  Nicholson,  Orange  Judd,  John  Bentley, 
John  Truslow,  T.  D.  Camp,  A.  G.  Newman'^  C.  H.  Stocking,  J.  T. 
Martin,  A.  G.  Haughton,  S.  W.  Andrews,  J.  B.  Cornell. 


MANAGERS   OF  THE  TRACT  SOCIETY. 

Managers  of  Ministers — Thomas  Carlton,  James  Porter,  Daniel  Wise,  Stephen 

TractSociety.  D.  Brown,  M.  D'C.  Crawford,  Lewis  R.  Dunn,  Reuben  C.  Putnev, 
John  Lanahan,  A.  L.  Brice,  G.  Holiis,  W.  H.  De  Puy,  J.  P.  HeV- 
mance,  G.  W.  Woodruff,  R.  M.  Straiten,  J.  B.  Faulks,  J.  F.  Richmond, 
G.  F.  Kettell,  John  E.  Gorse,  C.  S.  Brown,  A.  H.  Wyatt,  W.  P. 
Estes,  J.  B.  Merwin,  J.  M.  Freeman,  R.  Meredith,  A.  M'Lean, 
I.  Simmons,  J.  S.  Willis,  J.  M.  Buckley,  Charles  Laren,  D.  W.  Bar- 
^        tine,  M.  E.  Ellison,  J.  E.  Cookman. 

Laymen — David  Terry,  William  Truslow,  Timothy  A.  Howe, 
W.  U.  Dikeman,  Ira  Perego,  Jr.,  Joel  Sammis,  William  Morgan,* 
Ebenezer  H.  Brown,  S.  J.  Goodenough,  C.  R.  Disosway,  S.  A. 
Purdy,  J.  0.  Fowler,  Jeremiah  Mundell,  John  E.  Stevens,  Daniel 
Denham,  Jr.,  Hiram  Merritt,  C.  H.  Applegate,  Elihu  Grant,  John 
French,  Freeborn  G.  Smith,  B.  R.  Hard,  M.  H.  Treadwell,  W.  J. 
CofSn,  J.  M.  Thorp,  H.  D.  Degen,  J.  Milton  Cornell,  John  Cottier. 
S.  H.  Vandewater,  Walter  Pinckney,  E.  B.  Treat,  A.  T.  Serrell, 
James  M'Gee. 


Managers  of 
Freedmen's 
Aid  Society. 


Bishops  author- 
ized to  fill  va- 
oancies. 


MANAGERS  OF  THE  FREEDMEN'S  AID  SOCIETY. 

Ministers~J.  P.  Chalfant,  L.  F.  Van  Cleve,  J.  W.  Weakley,  J.  F. 
Marlay,  A.  Lowrey,  J.  M.  Walden,  L.  Hitchcock,  F.  S.  Hoyt,  E.  G. 
Wood,  D.  Rutledge,  J.  C.  Middleton,  J.  M.  Trimble,  D.  Stevenson, 
W.  H.  Black,  J.  C.  Harrison,  A.  S.  Lakin,  F.  A.  Hester,  W.  L. 
Muir,  P.  C.  Holliday,  W.  H.  (Joode,  E.  Wentworth,  W.  Nast,  James 
Lynch,  H.  Leibhart,  M.  W.  Taylor,  B.  N.  Spahr,  G.  Moody,  R.  M. 
Hatfield,  E.  House,  C.  W.  Ketcham,  R.  D.  Robinson,  D.  P.  Jones. 

Laymen — M.  B.  Hagans,  Edward  Sargent,  C.  W.  Brooke,  J.  R. 
Wright,  W.  Wood,  Joseph  P.  Larkiu,  C.  W.  Rowland,  Harvey 
De  Camp,  John  Cochenour,  J.  M.  Phillips,  William  Glenn,  R.  Dy- 
mond,  J.  Gamble,  Jr.,  William  Johnson,  G.  Warrington,  C.  0. 
Edwards,  R.  P.  Thompson,  Grant  Goodrich,  E.  P.  Cook,  I.  Corwin, 
P.  B.  Swing,  L.  J.  Critchfield,  Amos  Shinkle,  H.  K.  Lindsay,  W.  W. 
Peabodjf,  Thad.  Rearney,  Alfred  Taylor,  H.  S.  Lane,  B.  R.  Bonner, 
H.  S.  Bundy,  J.  C.  M'Intosh,  C.  H.  Wolff. 

It  was  moved  that  the  Bishops  have  power  to  fill 
vacancies  that  may  occur  before  acts  of  incorporation 
are  obtained,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  on   Temperance  was      June  i. 

Twenty- 

taken  up  and  read.  eighth  day. 

S.  D.  Brown  moved  to  lay  on  the  table  so  much  of  Report  on  Tem- 
the  report  as  refers  to  the  appointment  of  a  Committee   Browns 
in  the  Quarterly  Conference,  and  the  motion  prevailed.        '"*^°' 

The  fifth  resolution  of  the  report  was  laid  on  the    Fifth     resoiu- 

tion    laid    on 
table.  tlie  table. 

F.  G.  Hibbard  moved,  that   in   lieu  of  so  much  of  Hibbard's 

'  Amendment. 

the  report  as  requires  pastors  to  take  a  collection 
we  substitute  the  words,  "  We  commend  the  same 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  our  people." 

On  motion  of  L.  C.  Queal,  this  item  of  the   report   Laid  on  the  ta- 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  E.  H.  Warine,  the  item  relatingr  to  Temperance 

.       -  °  Hymns. 

temperance  hymns  was  stricken  out. 

I.  A.  Hammer  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the    Hammer's 

Amendment. 

section  as  prevents  our  signing  petitions  for  parties 
asking  license  to  sell  liquor  for  proper  purposes. 

On  motion  of  E.  H.  Waring,  this  amendment  was   Laid  on  the  ta- 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  A.  J.  Kynett,  the  previous  question   Report 
was   called,   and   resolutions   1,  2,  3,  4,  and  8  were 
adopted  ;  section  5  was  withdrawn,  and  sections  6  and 
V  were  stricken  out ;  and  the  report,  as  thus  amended 
with  the  numbers  changed,  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 


REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON  TEMPERANCE. 

Believing,  as  we  do,  tlie  Church  of  Christ  represents  and  em- 
bodies tlie  only  true  principles  of  individual  and  national  reform,  it 
is  our  settled  conviction  that  we  must  rely  mainly  for  the  success 
of  the  Temperance  cause  on  her  leadership  and  co-operation. 

From  tlie  very  first  our  Church  lias  been  bold  and  emphatic  in 
her  utterances  and  measures  against  the  evils  of  intemperance. 

She  has  waged  an  uncompromising  and  vigorous  war  against 
this,  the  dire  foe  of  humanity  and  Christian  civilization.  She  has 
clearly  defined  her  position,  unqualifiedly  condemning  both  the 
Bale  and  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage.  While  we  recog- 
nize this  historic  fact  as  of  special  significance,  it  is,  nevertheless, 
true  that  tlie  work  of  death  has  not  yet  ceased. 

Intemperance  still  continues  with  unabated  fury,  spreading  its 
desolating  influences,  like  the  dark  wing  of  a  tempest,  over  Christian 
and  iieatiien  lands. 

It  is,  however,  an  occasion  of  rejoicing  that  the  outlook  is  now 
more  hopeful.  Public  sentiment  is  being  aroused  and  directed  in 
the  ri.uht  ciiannel.  In  the  influences  that  centralize  in  and  around 
our  National  Congress,  there  has  been  a  marked  change  for  tlie  bet- 
ter. It  is  not  now,  as  formerly,  deemed  an  essential  part  of  tiie 
riourtesies  of  social  life  to  proffer  the  wine-glass  or  other  liquors. 


adopted. 
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June  1.       A  higher  Christian  sentiment  is  gaining  the  ascendency.     TVe  hail 

TwKNTT-  tliis  as  the  dawn  of  a  new  era  in  the  temperance  reform. 
WGHTH  Day.  -^\re  ^jay  here  note  anotlier  feature  or  fact  that  gives  promise  of 
more  definite  and  beneficial  results.  The  State  is  waking  up  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  interests  involved,  and  is  beginning  to  comprehend 
the  necessities  of  tlie  case.  Civil  legislation,  wise  and  heroic,  is 
tightening  its  hold  on  the  monster  intemperance,  and  aiming  a  death- 
biow  at  the  very  seat  of  its  vitality.  We  beHeve  the  temperance 
law  recently  enacted  in  Illinois  and  some  of  the  other  States  will 
prove  no  doubtful  experiment,  but  will  rather  demonstrate  the  ex- 
pediency of  such  a  statutory  provision,  and  is  a  harbinger  of  the 
complete  and  ultimate  triumph  of  the  temperance  cause.  God  speed 
the  day  I 

Let  not  the  Church  falter  in  view  of  the  approaching  crisis,  but 
let  lier  gird  on  lier  armor  anew  for  the  battle.  Now  is  the  time  for 
action — action  earnest,  persistent,  well-directed. 

While  we  are  prepared  to  reaffirm  our  former  views  and  commit- 
ments on  this  question,  we  believe  we  ought,  if  possible,  as  a 
Churcli,  to  take  more  advanced  ground  in  enunciating  a  more 
elevated  and  comprehensive  platform  of  principle,  and  in  clearly, 
boldly  marking  out  the  lines  of  policy  to  be  pursued. 

We  therefore  recommend  for  adoption  the  following : 

Resolved.  1.  That  we  are  more  than  ever  convinced  of  the  abso- 
lute need  of  total  legal  prohibition  as  a  condition  of  the  removal 
and  cure  of  the  evils  of  intemperance,  and  we  here  pledge  our  ut- 
most endeavors  to  inaugurate  so  wise  and  salutary  a  dispensation. 

Resolved,  2.  That  while  we  can  never  be  satisfied  with  any  thing 
less  than  the  entire  destruction  of  the  liquor  traffic,  yet  we  can  but 
regard  as  a  step  toward  that  end  the  enactment  of  laws  making  this 
vast  system  of  iniquity  responsible  for  the  losses  and  woes  which 
have  been  so  recklessly  inflicted  upon  a  long-suffering  and  too  pa- 
tient people. 

Resolved,  3.  That  we  not  only  regard  the  manufacture,  sale,  or  the 
using  of  intoxicating  drinks,  as  a  beverage,  morally  wrong,  but  we 
also  most  earnestly  protest  against  our  members  giving  any  counte- 
nance to  the  liquor  traffic  by  signing  petitions  for  license,  by  voting 
to  gratit  licenses,  by  renting  property  for  such  purposes,  or  by  direct- 
ly helping  in  any  other  way  to  promote  intemperance.  Any  one  tluis 
acting  is  guilty  of  unchristian  conduct,  and  is  subject  to  disciplinary 
action. 

Resolved,  4.  That  we  should  make  special  effort  to  secure  the 
nomination  and  election  to  office  of  strictly  temperance  men. 

Resolved,  5.  That  we  recommend  the  use  of  unfermented  wine 
on  our  sacramental  occasions. 


Commissioners       The   delegates   from   Conferences  in    Central    and 
and  Western  Westem  New  York  presented  the  following  report, 

New       York         ,  .    .  ■,       .    j 

Conferences,     "which  was  adopted  : 

The  delegates  from  the  Conferences  concerned  beg  leave  to  nom- 
inate as  Commissioners  for  distribution  of  their  superannuated 
preachers,  under  the  order  made  by  the  General  Conference  yester- 
day, the  following  named  persons,  to  wit : 

Central  New  York  Conference— Jj.  C.  Queal,  A.J.  Phelps,  T.  Tousey. 

Northern  New  York  Conference— 1.  S.  iBingham,  B.  S.  Wright, 
A.  B.  Gregg. 

Western  New  York  Conference— R.  L.  Waite,  B.  E.  Chambers, 
K  P.  Jervis. 
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On  motion  of  I.  S.  Bingham,  the  name  "  Northern 
New  York  "  was  substituted  for  "  Ontario  "  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  as  the  name  of 
the  new  Conference  created. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bible  Cause 
was  taken  up,  read,  and  adopted,  as  follows : 

REPORT  ON  AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Your  Committee  has  examined  tiie  affairs  and  operations  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  and  find  them  to  be  in  the  higliest  degree 
satisfactory  and  clieering.  It  is  a  grand  and  efficient  agency,  es- 
tablished under  tlie  wise  providence  of  God,  for  helping  forward 
the  evangelization  of  the  world.  It  furnishes  the  bread  of  life,  not 
only  to  the  destitute  in  our  own  land,  but  supplies  the  missionary  in 
heathen  climes  with  the  word  of  God.  which  is  "  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit,"  thus  enabling  him  to  make  permanent  the  triumphs  of  the 
Gospel  over  the  powers  of  darkness. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  for  many  years  recognized 
this  Society  as  the  best  agency  for  supplying  the  world  with  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  is  fairly  represented  in  the  management  of  the  Bible 
House  in  New  York,  and  in  the  local  and  traveling  agencies 
throughout  the  country.  Dr.  William  H.  Allen,  President  of  Girard 
College,  was,  in  March  last,  elected  President  of  this  Society ;  the 
right  man  in  the  rigiit  place. 

Grants  of  books  have  been  liberally  and  cheerfully  made  to  our 
missions,  both  foreign  and  domestic ;  also  to  our  Sunday-schools  at 
home  and  abroad. 

The  income  of  the  Society  for  the  last  four  years,  including  dona- 
tions and  payments  for  books  sold,  shows  a  gratifying  increase  over 
that  of  the  preceding  quadrennial  term.  The  aggregate  for  four 
years  ending  with  1868  was  $2,777,672  85  ;  that  lor  the  four  years 
ending  with  1872  was  $2,898,181  59,  an  increase  of  $120,508  74. 
This  increase  would  have  been  larger  but  for  the  terrible  conflagra- 
tions in  Chiciigo  and  the  North-west.  The  effects  of  these  great 
calamities  were  felt  not  only  upon  the  ground  but  over  all  the 
country,  and  caused  a  decrease  in  the  donations  and  the  sales  of 
books. 

The  receipts  of  the  Society  from  all  sources  for  each  of  the  pre- 
ceding four  years  were  as  follows : 

1868-69 $731,734  73 

1869-70 747,058  69 

1870-71 729,464  70 

1871-72 689,923  47 

Total $2,898,181  59 

The  whole  number  of  books  printed  and  issued  by  the  Society 
during  the  last  four  years  has  amounted  to  4,921,849,  in  more  than 
sixty  different  lang\iages  and  dialects.  The  whole  number  of  vol- 
umes is.sued  during  tifty-si.x  years  is  28,780,969. 

The  foreign  work  has  very  greatly  increased  in  the  last  four 
years.  China,  Japau,  India,  Siam,  Turkey,  including  Bulgaria, 
Egypt,  Germany,  Switzerland,  Norway,  Sweden,  Spain,  Italy,  South 
America,  andAfrica,  have  shared  in  the  Society's  bounty.  An  agent, 
Rev.  Wm.  H.  Norris,  was  sent  last  February  to  SanUomingo,  to  as- 
certain the  feasibility  of  spreading  the  word  of  God  in  that  island. 
He  reports  the  prospects  favorable  for  it.s  extensive  circulation. 
25 
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June  1.  Doors  are  still  opening  for  the  reception  of  the  sacred  Scriptures. 

TVevty-        All  Italy,  and  even  the  city  of  Rome,  are  now  accessible,  and  invite 

BOHTu  Day.  t^g  labors  of  colporteurs  and  Bible  agents.  This  afibrds  not  only 
ground  for  rejoicing,  but,  in  view  of  the  recent  decision  of  the 
Roman  Church,  declaring  the  infallibility  of  the  Pope,  it  should 
stimulate  all  wiio  love  the  cause  of  Christianity  to  greater  exertions 
to  supply  this  interesting  and  important  field. 

The  following  are  the  amounts  collected  from  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  during  the  last  four  years,  as  taken  from  the  Annual 
Minutes : 


1868 $99,060  28 

1869 93.048  35 

1870 84.711  6i 

1871 84,107   28 

Total  for  the  four  years $360,927  52 

This  amount  is  less  than  that  really  donated,  inasmuch  as  it  does 
not  include  individual  donations  and  legacies  sent  directly  to  the 
Parent  Society  at  Xew  York. 

"Wherever  there  are  Methodist  missions,  tlie  Bible  Society  has 
cheerfully  and  liberally  supplied  their  wants. 

Tour  Committee  would  respectfully  submit  for  adoption  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Rtsohtd,  1.  By  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  that  we  have  great  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  continued 
and  growing  success  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  that  we 
regard  it  as  the  best  and  most  efficient  agency  for  the  diffusion  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures  throughout  the  world. 

Besolved,  2.  That  the  relations  of  our  Church  with  the  American 
Bible  Society  have  been  most  cordial  and  satisfactory,  and  tliat  we 
commend  it  to  the  continued  confidence  and  beneficence  of  our 
people. 

Besolved,  3.  That  in  view  of  the  great  work  which  it  has  already 
accomplished,  and  the  increasing  demands  upon  its  resources  from 
the  recent  opening  of  new  and  important  fields  for  tiie  distribution 
of  the  Bible,  we  should  put  forth  still  greater  efiorts  to  add  to 
its  funds,  that  it  may  be  able  to  meet  these  demands,  and  thus 
speed  still  more  rapidly  the.progress  of  Christianity  over  the  world. 

Report  of  tne       The  Eeport  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Insurance 
on  insurance   was  taken  up  and  read,  and  J.  Rothweiler  moved  its 

indefinitely  ,        .. 

postponed.        adoption. 

J.  Kiger  called  for  the  previous  question,  but  the 
call  was  not  sustained. 

On  motion  of  J.  Miley,  the  report  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 
Metropolitan  The  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Metro- 

Church:  Re-  ';         ,  i  -,  i       n       ^    3 

port  adopted,   politan  Church  was  presented,  read,  and  adopted,  as 
follows : 

REPORT   ON   METROPOLITAN   CHURCH. 

The  action  of  the  previous  General  Conferences  has  fully  recog- 
nized the  Metropolitan  Church  as  a  "  connectional  enterprise."     It 
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has  been  erected  under  the  highest  sanction  of  the  Church,  and  for 
the  people  of  the  whole  country. 

Fully  appreciating  the  sympathy  of  the  General  Conference  in  the 
past,  a  memorial  has  been  forwarded  by  U.  .'^ .  Grant,  S.  P.  Chase, 
and  otliers,  Trustees  of  the  property.  They  report  that  since  the 
last  General  Conference  the  house  has  been  dedicated ;  that  it  has 
been  constantly  thronged  with  a  multitude  of  hearers,  many  of  them 
strangers  representing  all  parts  of  our  Republic,  and,  indeed,  other 
lands.  They  report  that  since  the  dedication  vahiable  improve- 
ments have  been  made  and  paid  for,  such  as  the  erection  of  a  beau- 
tiful spire,  and  the  placing  within  it  a  chime  of  bells ;  and  a  float- 
ing debt  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  has  been  extinguished. 

But  there  remains  a  funded  debt  of  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
a  sum  too  entirely  large  to  be  met  by  the  local  congrega- 
tion. The  heavy  "interest  account"  is  too  much  to  be  long 
endured. 

Quoting  from  the  report  of  1868  :  "  In  view  of  its  denominational 
and  national  character,"  and  further,  in  view  of  the  inability  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  erect  such  a  building  for  the  accommodation 
of  strangers,  though  they  stand  ready  to  do  their  full  proportion  in 
extinguishing  the  funded  debt;  therefore. 

Re-solved,  1.  That  the  General  Conference  earnestly  commends  to 
the  Church  as  worthy  of  generous  assistance  the  Metropolitan 
Memorial  Church  of  Washington  city. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  General  Conference  is  gratified  with  tlie 
full  exhibit  made  by  the  Trustees  in  their  memorial,  showing,  as  it 
does,  the  careful  management  of  this  great  interest. 

L.  Hitchcock  asked  leave  to  present  a  resolution  in 
reference  to  the  Scandinavian  work;  but  leave  was 
not  granted. 

J.  T.  Crane  presented  drafts  of  replies  to  the  sev- 
eral fraternal  bodies,  prepared  by  the  Committee  on 
Fraternal  Relations,  namely  :  1.  Reply  to  tlie  British 
Conference ;  2.  Reply  to  the  Irish  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Conference  ;  3.  Reply  to  the  Methodist  Conference  of 
the  Wesleyan  Church  in  Eastern  British  America. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Relations 
concernuig  an  order  for  the  reception  of  Fraternal 
Delegates  hereafter  was  taken  up,  read,  and  adopted, 
as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Fraternal  Relations  has  considered  the  ques- 
tion of  the  "practicability  of  bringing  the  communications  of  cor- 
responding bodies  and  the  addresses  of  fraternal  delegates  within 
the  limits  of  a  single  session  of  this  body,"  and  reports  as  follows : 

That  tlie  overwhelming  number  and  gigantic  magnitude  of  the 
interests  quadrenniallj'  crowded  into  the  four  weeks'  session  of  the 
Greneral  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  imperatively 
call  upou  us  to  economize  time;  that  time  is  best  economized  by 
preconcert  and  orderly  arrangement ;  that  the  growing  catholicity 
of  the  age  is  ever  enlarging  our  circle  of  fraternal  correspondence 
and  increasing  the  niimber  of  delegations  bringing  fraternal  greet- 
ings; tliat  there  is  reasonable  expectation  that  we  shall  soon  be 
exchanging  periodical  salutations  with  Lutherans,  Baptists,  Epis- 
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copalians,  and  all  other  members  of  the  Church  Catholic,  as  well  as 
Methodists  and  Presbyterians.  The  other  ecclesiastical  bodies  fix  a 
particular  daj-  for  the  reception  of  visiting  brethren,  :ind  devote  the 
hours  of  one  or  more  evenings  to  listening  leisurely  to  fraternal  ad- 
dresses, instead  of  compressing  them  into  business  hours  and 
hurried  dayliglit  sessions. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  "Wednesday,  May  10th,  1876,  be 
the  day  ordered  for  the  reception  of  fraternal  delegations,  and  that 
the  evening  of  that  day,  and  such  other  evenings  as  the  Conference 
maj'  order,  shall  be  set  apart  for  listening  to  addresses  from  visi- 
tors ;  and  we  furthermore  recommend  that  all  bodies  in  correspond- 
ence with  us  be  fully  advertised  in  our  letters,  and  by  our  visiting 
delegates,  of  the  day  ordered  by  this  body  for  tlie  reception  of  fra- 
ternal delegates,  their  letters,  and  their  words  of  greeting. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Centennial  of  Amer- 
ican Independence  was  taken  up  and  read,  together 
with  a  preamble  presented  by  J.  M.  Walden,  which 
was  admitted. 

A.  M.  Osbon  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all 
that  part  of  the  report  which  proposes  to  take  up  a 
centenary  collection  for  the  cause  of  education. 

It  was  moved  that  this  amendment  lie  on  the  table, 
but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  count  vote  of  92  for  to 
122  against. 

D.  Curry  rose  by  consent  to  a  question  of  privilege, 
and  moved  that  Conference  adjourn  sine  die  at  the 
close  of  Tuesday  morning's  session. 

K.  P.  Jervis  moved  to  amend  the  pending  report 
by  substituting ''Wednesday"  for  "Tuesday;"  motion 
to  amend  was  lost,  and  the  original  motion  prevailed. 

The  previous  question  was  called  on  the  report  of 
Committee  on  Centennial  of  American  Independence, 
and  the  amendment  was  lost,  108  for  to  116  against; 
and  the  report  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 


EEPORT  ON  NATIONAL   CENTENARY. 

Whereas,  The  fourth  of  July,  1876,  will  be  the  centennial  anni- 
versary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence;  and. 

Whereas,  A  loyal  and  patriotic  sentiment  must  prompt  every  cit- 
izen to  join  in  some  appropriate  commemoration  of  the  event ;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Methodist  Church  was  the  first,  through  a  deputa- 
tion of  her  chief  ministers,  to  give  a  pledge  of  support  to  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  days  of  Washington  ;  and,  ever  maintaining  an  un- 
swerving loyalty,  was  second  to  none  in  the  struggle  for  the  perpet- 
uation of  that  Government  in  the  days  of  Lincoln  ; 

Therefore,  it  is  meet  that  we.  the  General  Conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  foraially  express  our  gratification  that  Con- 
gress has  directed  timely  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  this  first  National  Centenary. 

Furthermore,  while  all  loyal  people  will  be  prompted  by  their 
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patriotism  to  participate  in  the  commemorative  ceremonies  thus 
appointed,  it  will  be  an  occasion  on  which  our  Cluirch  and  people        Twknty- 
will  stek,  by  appropriate  religious  services,  to  declare  their  faith  in,  "^ 

and  cojrnizance  of,  t!ie  overruling  providence  of  Almighty  God,  and 
especially  that  under  his  guidance  our  fathers,  by  their  heroism 
and  sacrifices,  maintained  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  by 
their  wisdom  and  devotion  established  our  Republican  institutions ; 
that  under  his  favor  our  covmtry  lias  enjoj^ed  during  the  century 
long  intervals  of  peace,  and  an  unprecedented  prosperity;  that 
under  his  blessings  those  arts  and  sciences  and  forms  of  industry 
whicli  develop  the  resources  of  a  land  and  elevate  the  character 
of  a  people  Have  been  fostered;  that  under  his  providence  the 
means  of  intelligence  have  been  multiplied,  the  cause  of  education 
promoted,  and  our  Iree-sohool  system,  the  fruit  of  American  Prot- 
estantism and  the  bulwark  of  American  freedom,  firmly  estab- 
hshed ;  tliat  under  his  control  the  nation  has  been  led  to  abolish 
slavery  and  reinvest  llie  emancipated  with  everj'  civil  and  political 
right;  that  under  liis  restraints,  during  the  prosperous  periods  of 
peace  and  the  terrible  seasons  of  war,  our  people,  by  respect  to 
authority  and  obedience  to  law,  have  proven  to  the  world  that  gov- 
ernments may  be  permanent  where  man  is  free  ;  and  that,  under  his 
special  care,  our  Church  has  been  protected  in  her  religious  liberty, 
and  our  people  have  shared  in  the  common  happiness  and  pros- 
perity; therefore,  be  it  by  this  General  Conference 

RoHolvtd,  1.  That  the  Centenary  of  American  Independence  shall 
be  appropriately  celebrated  by  all  our  Cliurches  and  people  with 
devout  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God,  by  special  rehgious  services 
and  liberal  thank-offerings. 

Resulved.,  2.  That  the  thanksgiving  services  shall  begin  with  the 
first  Sahbaih  of  June  in  1876,  and  close  on  the  fourth  day  of  July, 
to  be  celebrated  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  best  suit  the  con- 
venience of  the  Societies. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  primary  object  shall  be  the  spiritual  im- 
provement of  our  people,  especially  by  reviewing  what  God  hath 
wrought  for  our  Nation,  and  by  cultivating  feelings  of  gratitude  to 
him  for  the  benefits  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

Re-'iolved.  4.  That  this  gratitude  shall  have  an  appropriate  expres- 
sion of  pecuniary  contributions  from  our  people  according  to  the 
measures  of  their  ability,  so  to  be  appropriated  as  to  increase  the 
efficiency'  of  our  denomination  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  our 
country. 

Resolved,  5.  That  as  the  Church  and  State,  by  their  respective 
agencies,  are  brought  into  a  more  direct  and  vital  co-operation  in 
the  education  of  the  people  tlian  at  any  other  point  of  their  distinct 
movements,  and  as  our  Church  does  directly  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  tlie  country  by  her  educational  institutions,  therefore  a  most 
fitting  commemoration  of  the  National  Centenary  will  be  liberal 
offerings  from  our  people  to  strengthen  those  educational  histi- 
tutions. 

Resolved,  6.  That  the  gifts  of  our  people  shall  be  devoted  to  the 
cause  of  education,  and  shall  be  applied  either  to  a  local  or  a  (/eneral 
object.  The  local  object  shall  be  the  endowment  of  educational  insti- 
tutions under  the  patronage  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  the 
increase  of  existing  educational  funds.  The  general  object  shall  be 
the  aid  of  needy  young  men  called  to  the  ministry,  or  needy  young 
women  called  to  the  missionary  work  in  our  Church,  in  preparing 
for  their  respective  spheres  of  duty,  and  the  contributions  for  this 
object,  together  with  all  contributions  not  designated  for  other 
object.*,  shall  constitute  a  fund  to  be  known  as  the  National  Cente- 
nary Fund,  to  be  held  in  tiiist  and  administered  by  the  Board  of 
Education  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  principal  forever 
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June  1.  to  remain  intact — the  interest  alone  to  be  used  for  the  above-named 
Twenty-  purposes,  under  such  regulations  as  the  General  Conference  shall 
noHTH  Day.     from  time  to  time  prescribe. 

Resolved,  7.  That  each  Annual  Conference  shall  in  1874  provide 
for  a  memorial  discourse  to  be  delivered  before  its  own  body  during 
its  session  first  preceding  the  fourth  of  July,  1876,  and  shall  dur- 
ing its  session  in  1875  give  the  necessary  directions  to  secure  in  all 
our  Churches  the  observance  of  the  commemorative  services  in 
1876  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Bishops. 

Rtsolvt'd,  8.  That  the  Board  of  Bishops  shall  devise  a  programme 
of  religious  services  for  the  fitting  commemoration  of  the  event, 
and  each  Bishop  shall  present  it  to  the  Annual  Conferences  over 
wliicli  he  may  preside  during  1875,  and  bring  this  action  of  the 
General  Conference  to  the  timely  notice  of  the  Annual  Conferences. 

Rtiohed.  9.  That  the  Board  of  Bishops  shall  prepare  a  commem- 
orative address,  and  present  it  to  the  next  General  Conference  on 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  to  be  immediately  published  to  the 
Church  with  such  recommendations  from  the  General  Conference 
as  will  enlist  all  our  people  in  the  cheerful  and  devout  observance 
of  those  special  thanksgiving  services  which  shall  be  the  most  ap- 
propriate and  fervent  expression  of  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  of 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  the  Saviour  aud  Ruler  of  the  world,  of  love  to 
our  country,  and  of  loyalty  to  the  free  institutions  which  are  based 
upon  the  immortal  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Support  of  the       Oil  motion  of  S.  Steele,  the  Report  of  the  Special 
Eeport'^'       Committee  on  the  Support  of  the  Ministry  was  taken 
adopted.         ^^  ^^^  lead.     A  call  for  the  previous  question  having 
been  sustained,  the  report  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 


REPORT  ON   MINISTERIAL  SUPPORT. 

Strike  out  paragraph  1,  sec.  1,  chap,  ii,  Part  YI.  page  273  of  the 
Discipline,  and  insert  the  following : 

The  more  effectually  to  raise  the  amount  necessary  to  meet  the 
above-mentioned  allowances  of  the  effective  ministers  and  preach- 
ers, let  the  Stewards  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  estimate  the 
amount  needed  monthly.  Then  ascertain  from  each  member  of  the 
Church,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  each  attendant  of  the  con- 
gregation, what  each  proposes  to  give  as  his  monthly  contribution. 

Let  these  sums  be  entered  by  the  Recording  Steward  in  a  book 
which  he  shall  keep  as  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Stewards.  If 
the  total  amount  of  these  sums  does  not  equal  the  amount  needed 
monthly,  then  let  the  Stewards  apportion  the  deficiency  among  all 
sue))  as  are  willing,  for  Christ's  sake,  to  assume  such  deficiency, 
setting  down  to  each  person,  with  his  consent,  the  additional 
amount  which  they  think  he  ought  monthly  to  pay. 

Let  the  Stewards  then  adopt  and  carry  out  a  plan  by  which  every 
one — except  such  as  prefer  to  make  weekly  contributions  through 
their  class-leaders — shall  have  the  opportunity  of  regularly  con- 
tributing each  month,  or  oftener,  not  grudgingly  nor  of  necessity, 
the  sum  which  has  been  pledged  by  him.  Let  these  contributions 
be  paid  regularly  to  the  Recording  Steward  or  class-leader,  and  be 
brought  up  by  him  to  the  leaders'  meeting  or  Quarterly  Conference, 
as  the  case  may  be.  The  Recording  Steward  shall  keep  an  indi- 
vidual account  of  all  these  pledges  and  contributions,  and  sliall  pay 
over  the  same,  under  the  direction  of  the  Stewards,  to  the  preach- 
ers authoriijed  to  receive  them. 
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It  was  moved  that  the  Report  of  Special  Committee     J"«-ne  i- 
on  Districting  the  Church  be  taken  up.  eighth  Dat. 

L.  Hitchcock  raoveil,  as  a  substitute,  that  we  now  Hitchcock's 
take   up  tlie  report  of  the  Committee  on  Woman's 
Work  in  the  Church, 

E.  H.  Waring  moved  to  lay  these  motions  on  the 
table  in  order  to  resume  the  regular  order  of  business, 
but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

L.  Hitchcock's  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  re-  Woman's 

^  •  -nx  f      TTT      ^      •  i_  Work  in   the 

port    of  the  Committee  on   Woman  s    Work   m   the      church. 
Church  was  taken  up  and  read. 

J.  B.  Wakeley  moved  its  adoption. 

S.  Steele  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  that  Steele's 

•^  ^  Amendment. 

part  of  the  report  relating  to  woman  s  preaching,  etc. 

J.  M.  Buckley  moved  that  this  amendment  lie  on  the  Laid  on  the  ta- 

'  .      ,  ble. 

table,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

J.  R.  Bryan  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  Bryan's 

1      •  ITT  1    T»  1   /-ii     •      •  Amendment. 

report  relating  to  the  Ladies  and  Jrastors   Christian 
Union. 

A  motion  to   lay  the  amendment  on  the  table  pre-  Laid  on  the  ta- 
vailed — 122  for  to  44  against. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

D.  Curry  called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  and  Division  caUed 
it  was  ordered. 

The  tirst  item  was  adopted;  the  second  item  was  Report  adopted. 
adopted  by  a  count  vote  of  142  for  to  62  against ;  and 
the  report,  as  a  whole,  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

REPORT   ON"  WOMAN'S  WORK  IN  THE   CHURCH. 

Your  Committee  have  liad  before  them  several  papers  on  the 
work  of  women  in  tlie  Chiircli.  The  subjects  which  these  papers 
present  are  such  as  the  licensing  and  ordaining  of  women  as  preach- 
ers, "The  Ladies  and  Pastors'  Christian  Union,"  "The  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,"  and  propositions  for  the  enlargement 
of  Christian  and  benevolent  activity. 

We  can  but  rejoice  in  these  manifestations  of  increasing  interest 
on  the  part  of  women  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  activity  of  the 
Ciuirch,  and  are  devoutly  thankful  for  this  fresh  awakening  of  zeal 
for  Cliristian  work. 

It  has  ever  been  characteristic  of  Methodism  to  welcome  to  the 
Church  all  available  agencies  for  carrying  forward  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom,  and  for  tlie  salvation  of  souls.  From  the  beginning,  also, 
the  Methodist  Churcii  has  recognized  and  used  tlie  peculiar  capabil- 
ities of  women;  in  every  period  of  our  historj'  women  liave  been 
active  counselors  with  men  in  the  service  of  the  Church,  and  in  not 
a  few  instances  have  been  recognized  leaders  in  important  move- 
ments. Many  names  of  Christian  heroines  adorn  the  pages  of  our 
Church  history. 
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•Tune  1.  These  recent  manifestations  of  a  desire  for  activity  for  Christ  are 

Twenty-  not  a  novelty,  bnt  a  revival  of  the  true  spirit  of  Metliodism.  in  which 
siom-n  Day.  -^e  greatlv  rejoice,  and  from  wliich  we  expect  the  most  happy  re- 
sults. More  than  two  thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Church  are 
women.  That  tliey  have  a  place  and  a  work  in  the  Church  is  not 
doubted,  but  to  define  and  designate  the  exact  character  and  fields 
of  their  labor  is  not  an  easy  matter. 

In  this  as  in  most  other  interests  of  the  Church  important  ques- 
tions are  gradually  settling  themselves,  and  Providence  is  itselt 
pointing  out  large  and  important  fields  which  can  be  most  efficiently 
occupied  by  women,  and  into  which  we  find  the  noblest  spirits  are 
vigorously  entering.  Our  women  are  already  far  on  toward  leading 
the  advance  in  the  actual  work  of  the  Sabbath-school,  our  Home 
and  City  Missions,  in  the  distribution  of  tracts,  and  in  the  visitation 
of  the  poor  and  neglected  masses. 

Recently  God  has  directed  their  hearts  toward  their  sisters  of 
foreign  countries,  and  a  most  successful  organization  has  been 
effected  for  aiding  in  tlie  evangelization  of  heathen  lauds.  Forthese 
fields  of  labor  they  have  peculiar  capabihties,  and  we  rejoice  that  the 
Divine  Spirit  is  leading  their  hearts  earnestly  into  them. 

In  regfird  to  woman's  preaching  we  must  wait  for  further  develop- 
ments of  Providence.  We  rejoice  in  the  indications  that  women  are 
called  to  be  teachers  of  the  Word  of  Life,  and  yet  the  instances  are 
not  sufficiently  numerous  to  justify  any  new  legislation  in  the  Church 
on  this  subject. 

We  commeud  the  "Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society"  and 
"The  Ladies  and  Pastors' Christian  Union"  as  two  organizations 
worthy  of  their  highest  gifts  and  noblest  efforts.  We  exhort  the 
women  of  our  Church  to  still  greater  zeal  in  the  Sunday-school,  the 
class-room,  the  prayer-meetings,  and  the  love-feasts,  and  in  the 
evangelization  of  the  masses. 

We  exhort  our  preachers  also  to  give  'all  wise,  discreet  encour- 
agement they  can  to  the  exercise  and  development  of  the  gifts 
which  God  has  bestowed  on  our  sisters  for  the  furtherance  of  his 
kingdom  on  the  earth. 

Your  Committee  have  considered  the  memorial  of  the  Ladies  and 
Pastors'  Ciu-istian  Union,  and  present  the  following  for  adoption: 

Whereas,  The  Ladies  and  Pastors'  Christian  LTnion  is  doing  valu- 
able service  by  systematicalh'  emplo}ang  the  women  of  the  Cinirch, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  regular  pastorate,  in  religious  work  in 
the  homes  of  the  people,  and  especially  among  the  neglected  masses 
who  do  not  come  to  the  Church  ;  and. 

Whereas,  A  large  proportion  of  the  Church  are  women,  and  there 
is  a  wide  field  of  usefulness  opened  up  before  them  in  this  direction, 
for  which  tliey  are  eminently  fitted;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  be  granted,  and 
that  the  Ladies  and  Pastors'  Christian  Union  be  and  is  hereby 
recognized  as  a  regularly  constituted  societj'  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  under  the  following  Constitution: 

Article  L 

This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  Ladies  and  Pastors' 
Christian  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


Its  objects  shall  be  the  evangelization  of  the  neglected  masses  in 
our  midst  by  personal  religious  labor  in  tlie  homes  of  the  people, 
especially  among  those  who  do  not  come  to  the  Church. 
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June  1. 

Twenty- 
eighth  Day. 


Akticle  III. 
Tlie  contribution  of  $1  annually  shall  constitute  a  member  of  the 
Society;  the  payment  of  $20  an  honorary  member;  the  payment 
of  $50  an  honorary  manager,  and  the  payment  of  $100  a  patron. 

Article  lY. 

Sec.  1.  There  .shall  be  a  Board  of  Managers,  consisting  of  thirteen 
ministers  and  twelve  Christian  ladies,  appointed  quadrennially  by 
the  General  Conference  on  nomination  of  the  Bishops. 

Sec.  2.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall,  during  the  session  of  the 
Conference  by  wiiich  they  are  appointed,  organize  by  tlie  election 
of  a  President,  one  or  more  Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, a  Recording  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer. 

And  they  shall  at  tlie  same  time,  and  annually  thereafter,  appoint 
an  P'xecutive  Committee  of  nine  persons,  the  majority  of  whom 
shall  reside  in  Philadelphia,  who  shall  take  charge  of  the  business 
of  the  Society  in  the  interim  between  the  meetings  of  the  Board. 

Sec.  3.  The  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers  and  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  and  all  officers,  shall  hold  their  ofiBces  until  their 
successors  are  duly  appointed. 

Sec.  4.  When  a  vacancy  occurs  it  shall  be  filled  by  the  Board  of 

Article  V. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  and  the  Treasurer  shall  publish  an- 
nually in  our  Church  papers  an  exhibit  of  the  transactions  and  con- 
dition of  the  Societj',  and  make  a  quadrennial  report  to  the  General 
Conference. 

Article  VI. 

There  shall  be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  at  such  time  and 
place  as  the  Board  of  Managers  may  fix  upon,  for  the  election  of 
officers  and  other  business,  to  which  the  transactions  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  shall  be  submitted. 

Article  VII. 

The  General  Conference  shall  have  power  to  amend  this  Consti- 
tution by  a  majority  vote. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Bishops  shall  adopt  the  necessary  measures 
to  procure  an  act  of  incorporation  that  shall  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  this  Constitution.     And  further, 

2.  That  the  pastors  of  our  Churches  be  and  they  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  co-operate  with  the  Society  in  carrying  out  its  important 
work. 

The  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates  offered  The  Messenger 

'  ^  Bovs    to    be 

the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted :  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates  be  in- 
structed to  pay  expense  of  the  four  pages,  which  amounts  to  $22  50 
each;  total,  $90. 

D.  N.  Cooley  presented    the    following  preamble  Payment  of  f,x- 
and  resolution,  which  were  adopted  :  br''made''  by 

Book       Con- 
Whcreas,  In  the  investigation  of  the  affairs  of  the  Book  Concern       cern. 
at  Xew  York  it  became  necessary  for  the   Book  Committee  to  em- 
ploy Mr.  Kilbreth  and  Dr.   Carlton  to  employ  Mr.  Gunn,   the  ex- 
penses of  both  of  whom  have  been  paid  by  the  Book  Concern ;  and, 
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June  1. 

TWKKTY- 

xiGBTH  Day. 


Committees  to 
I)resent  He- 
ports. 


Episcopacj'. 


Itinerancy :  Mi- 
nority Keport. 


Boundaries : 
Kos.V  and  VI. 


Book  Concern : 
No.  VIII. 


Education  : 
Post  Graduate 
University. 

Kevisals :  Nos. 
XVII,  XVIII, 
XIX,  XX. 

state  of  the 
Church  :  Xos. 
VII,  VIII. 

John-street 
Church :   En- 
dowment 

Suspending:  an 
Agent  or  Edi- 
tor. 

Fratern.al  Cor- 
respondence : 
African  M.  E. 
Conference. 


Bishops''  mov- 
ing e.xpenses, 
and  episcopal 
resideuci's. 


Whereas,  Additional  expenses  have  been  incurred  by  Dr.  Lana- 
han  in  the  employment  of  experts  to  aid  in  making  such  examina- 
tiou,  and  other  e.xpenses  liave  also  been  incurred  by  him  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Book  Committee  to  be  elected  by  tills  General 
Conference  is  liereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  audit  such  ac- 
counts as  may  be  presented  to  them  for  any  other  expenses  attend- 
ing tlie  investigation  of  ti^e  affairs  of  the  Book  Concern,  and  the 
Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  at  Xew  York  shall  pay  sucli  sum  as 
said  Book  Committee  shall  adjudge  to  be  equitable  for  all  expenses 
which  they  shall  decide  to  have  been  necessarily  incurred  in  such 
investigation. 

On  motion  of  E.  O.  Haven,  the  seA'eral  Committees, 
both  standing  and  special,  were  permitted  to  present 
their  reports,  to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed,  and 
the  follovring  reports  were  thereupon  presented: 

From  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  a  report  re- 
specting Bishop  Roberts,  and  a  report  respecting 
Bishop  Morris. 

A  minority  report  from  the  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy concerning  the  Presiding  Eldership. 

Reports  !N^os.  Y  and  YI  from  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  No. 
YIII. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Education  on  a  Post 
Graduate  University. 

From  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  Reports  Xos. 
XYII,  XYIII,  XIX,  XX. 

Reports  Xos.  YH  and  VIII  from  the  Committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Church. 

Report  from  the  Special  Committee  on  John  street 
.Church  relative  to  endowment. 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee  concerning  the 
mode  of  suspending  and  removing  an  Agent  or  Editor, 

The  Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  pre- 
sented a  letter  to  the  General  Conference  of  the  Afri- 
can Methodist  Episcopal  Church.    [See  Ai)pendix  39.] 

John  Evans  presented  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions,  which  were  laid  on  the  table  to  be 
printed : 

Whereas,  The  General  Conference  has  designated  places  at  or  near 
which  our  Bishops  shall  reside,  which  will  necessitate  removals  and 
entail  attendant  expenses;  and, 

Whereas,  No  provision  has  been  made  for  their  residences  at  such 
places;  therefore. 

Resolved,  1.  That  their  moving  expenses  be  included  in  the 
estimates  to  be  made  for  their  traveling  expenses. 
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I?e'iolved.  2.  That  the  brethren  in  the  several  districts  within 
which  such  places  of  residence  have  been  fixed  be  and  they  are 
earnestly  requested  to  provide  episcopal  parsonages  at  such  places 
for  the  use  of  the  Bishops  and  their  successors. 


TWENTT- 

EiGHTU  Day. 


presented,  as  follows : 

W.  R.  Hoback,  a  member  of  the  North  Indiana  Conference,  was 
tried  by  said  Conference  on  a  charge  of  immoral  conduct,  and  was 
expelled  from  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  from  wliicli  decis- 
ion he  appealed  to  the  Creneral  Conference. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals,  having  inquired  into  this  case,  have 
ordered  that  it  be  remanded  for  a  new  trial. 

Thos.  Bowman,  Preside'n.t, 
E.  A.  Makning,  Secretary. 
Brooklyn,  May  27,  1872. 

Report    !N"o.   IX   from  the  same  Committee  was 
presented,  as  follows  : 

Harvey  S.  Shaw,  a  member  of  the  North-west  Indiana  Confer- 
ence, was  tried  by  said  Conference  on  charges  of  violating  liis  mar- 
riage vow  and  fraud,  and  was  expelled  from  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  from  which  decision  he  appealed. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Appeals  has  inquired  into  this  case,  and  voted 
to  affirm  the  decision  of  the  Conference. 

I.  W.  TViLEY,  President, 
E.  A.  Manning,  Secretary. 
Brooklyn,  May  29,  1872. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned,  the  benediction 
being  pronounced  by  J.  S.  Porter. 


portNo.VllI. 


Appeal  of  Har- 
vey 8.  Shaw. 


MONDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  3. 

The  Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Janes  in 
the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  I.  S. 
Bingham,  of  Black  River  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday's  session  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  the  Bishops  were  au- 
thorized to  select  and  bring  before  the  Conference  from 
time  to  time  such  portions  of  the  unfinished  business 
as  they  may  deem  to  be  most  important. 

On  motion  of  E.  O.  Haven,  the  Conference  adopted 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draft  resolu- 
tions expressive  of  the  obligations  of  the  General  Conference  to 
various  parties. 


June   3. 

TwE>Ti-NDiTH 

Day. 
Momimg. 


Bishops  author- 
ized to  bring 
forward  busi- 


Comtnittee  to 
draft  resolu- 
tions of  thanks. 
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The  Bishop,  under  autliority  given,  called  up  the 
report  of  the  Special  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  subject  of  the  suspension  and  removal  of  Editors 


•Tune   3. 

TwENTT-NtNTU 

Day. 

ifoiiiing. 

^^enlxoxi   and   and  Book  Agents,  which  was  read. 
i«u.ovai   of        j^  f^  Q^^^^,  ^g.^^.g^  ^j^g  following  substitute,  which 

was  read,  namely : 


Kilitors     and 
B.ok.\?ents. 
(JncaPs  Substi- 
tuu?. 


The  tliree  at  Xew  Tork  and  at  Cincinnati  shall  have  po\rer 
to  suspend  an  Agent  or  Editor  for  causes  to  them  sufficient ;  and 
a  time  shall  be  fixed,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  for  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  official  conduct  of  said  Agent  or  Editor,  due  notice 
of  which  shall  be  given  by  the  Chairman* of  the  Book  Committee  to 
the  Bii*hops,  who  shall  select  one  of  tlieir  number  to  be  present 
and  preside  in  the  investigation,  which  shall  be  before  the  twelve 
from  the  districts  into  which  the  Annual  Conferences  are  distrib- 
uted, two  tliirds  of  whom  may  remove  said  Agent  or  Editor  in  the 
interval  of  the  Greneral  Conference. 


Curry's  Substi- 
tute. 


It  was  moved  that  L.  C.  Queal's  substitute  lie  on 
the  table,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

It  was  moved  that  the  word.  "  or  "  be  struck  out, 
and  the  word  "  and "  inserted  in  its  place,  and  the 
amendment"  was  accepted. 

J.  M.  Walden  called  for  the  previous  question,  but 
the  call  was  not  sustained. 

D.  Curry  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the 
substitute : 


Hitchcock's 
Amendment. 


That  the  whole  of  the  eastern  or  western  section,  as  the  case 
may  be,  with  the  three  local  members,  be  the  body  for  suspending 
an  Agent  or  liditor,  and  that  the  Bisliop  select  twelve  triers,  not 
more  than  two  from  the  same  Annual  Conference,  who  shall  have 
power  to  investigate  and  remove  for  cause,  a  Bishop  presiding  at 
tiie  hearing. 

L.  Hitchcock  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment as  follows,  which  was  accepted  by  D.  Curry  : 

That  the  six  members  of  the  eastern  and  the  three  members  of 
the  western  section  shall  have  power  to  suspend  an  Editor  or 
Agent  of  the  Western  Book  Concern,  and  the  six  memters  of  the 
western  section  with  the  three  of  the  eastern,  shall  have  power  to 
suspend  an  Editor  or  Agent  of  the  eastern  agency. 


Cnrry's  Substi- 
tute lost 


Queal's  Substi- 
tute accepted 
and  adopted. 


The  previous  question  was  called  and  sustained,  and 
Curry's  amendment  was  lost  by  a  count  vote  of  117  for 
to  122  against. 

L.  C.  Queal's  substitute  was  then  adopted,  and  the 
ninth  section  of  the  original  report  of  the  Standing 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  as  thus  amended, 
was  adopted. 
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H.    Slicer   moved    to    strike   out    "  eighteen "    and     J«n«  •*• 

,,     ...  „  ,  ,  ,-     1         T.  1       /-I  •  TwXNTY-.MtiTlI 

insert  "biteen"  as  the  number  oi  the  isook  Committee.  uay. 

The  motion  was  laid  on  the  table.  Morning. 

Section  ten  of  the  original  report  was  adopted,  and  ^"j^Jnt;^"**"'^' 

the  report  as  a  vvhole,  and  as  amended,  was  adopted,  Eeportadopud. 

as  follows : 

BOOK  CONCERN — REPOilT  NO.  VII. 

"We  recommend  that  sec.  6,  Part  V,  of  the  DiscipHue  be  so 
amended  as  to  read: 

1.  The  principal  publishing  houses  of  the  Book  Concern  shall  be 
in  the  cities  of  New  York 'and  Cincinnati,  but  there  shall  be  de- 
positories of  our  publications  at  such  other  places  as  the  General 
Conference  may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

2.  The  General  Conference  shall  quadrennially  elect  two  Agents 
for  the  Publishing  House  at  New  York,  and  two  Agents  for  that  at 
Cincinnati,  who  shall  have  authority,  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Book  Committee,  to  regulate  tlie  pub- 
lications and  all  other  parts  of  the  business  of  the  Concern  (except 
such  as  belongs  lo  the  editorial  departments)  in  such  manner  as  the 
state  of  the  finances  will  admit  and  the  interests  of  the  Church  may 
require ;  and  who,  if  chosen  from  among  the  traveling  preachers, 
shall  be  members  of  such  Annual  Conferences  as  they  may,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Bishops,  select. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Agents  of  both  publishing  houses 
to  publish  such  books,  tracts,  periodicals,  etc.,  as  are  ordered  or 
recommended  by  the  General  Conference;  also,  to  publish  such  as 
are  recommended  by  the  Book  Committee,  or  approved  by  tlie 
Book  Editors,  and  they  may  reprint  any  book  or  tract  wliicii  has 
been  once  approved  and  published  by  us,  when,  in  their  judgment  and 
that  of  the  Book  Editors,  the  same  ought  to  be  reprinted ;  and  they 
may  publish  any  new  work  which  the  Book  Editors  may  approve. 

4.  The  Agents  of  the  Western  Publisliing  House  at  Cincinnati 
shall  supervise  and  manage  the  business  of  tlie  Western  country 
in  co-operation  with  the  Agents  at  New  Y^ork;  they  shall  have 
authority  to  publish  any  book  or  tract  which  has  been  previously 
published  by  the  Agents  at  New  Y'ork,  when  in  their  judgment 
and  in  that  of  the  Book  Committee  the  demand  for  such  publication 
will  justity  and  tiie  interest  of  the  Church  require.  The  Agents  at 
New  Y''ork  shall  fill  the  orders  of  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati  lor  the 
plates  of  such  books  or  tracts ;  and  wiien  the  Agents  at  New  Y'ork 
are  about  to  issue  any  new  work  they  shall,  when  practicable,  fur- 
nish to  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  if  ordered  by  them,  duphcate  plates, 
which,  with  the  above,  shall  be  at  cost :  Provided,  however,  that  the 
Agents  at  Cincinnati  shall  not  reprint  our  large  works,  such  as 
Commentaries,  Quarto  Bibles,  "Wesley's  and  Fletcher's  Works,  or 
any  other  works  of  more  tlian  .seven  hundred  pages. 

5.  Printed  sheets  ordered  by  the  Cincinnati  Agents  from  New 
Y''ork  sliall  be  sent  at  titty  per  cent,  and  bound  books  of  tlie  Gen- 
eral Catalogue  at  forty  per  cent,  discount  from  the  retail  prices, 
and  those  ordered  from  Cincinnati  to  New  York  shall  be  sent  on 
the  same  terms;  the  Publishing  House  sending  the  books  lo  be 
charged  willi  the  expenses  of  transportation.  The  Agents  at  Cin- 
ciiuiali  shall  remit  to  the  Agents  at  New  York  during  the  current 
3  ear  as  largely  and  frequently  as  tiieir  funds  will  allow,  and,  il 
practiiable,  to  the  full  amount  of  stock  furui«hed ;  they  shall  also 
pay  one  third  of  all  the  appropriations  made  by  the  General  Cod- 
ferorice,  unless  the  said  Conference  sliall  otherwise  order. 
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June  3.  6.  Tlie  Agents  at  each  Publishing  House  sliall  keep  a  separate 

TwBNTT-siNTu   accouut  wiili  each  department  of  the  business  and  with  each  peri- 
^''^-  odical  pnbUsiiecl  under  their  supervision;  and  they  shall  set  forth 

Morning.  j^  ^]^^q^^,  reports  to  the  Annual  and  General  Conferences  Uie  amount 
of  sales,  receipts,  and  expenditures  for  books,  periodicals,  and  de- 
positories under  iheir  control,  with  whatever  profits  or  losses  may 
have  accrued  on  each.  Tliey  shall  furnish  to  the  Local  Sub-Com- 
mittee hereinafter  designated,  at  each  of  its  monthl}'  meetings,  a 
full  and  satisfactory  statement  of  the  transactions  of  the  preceding 
month;  and,  if  the  Sub-Coiiuniitce  shall  so  require,  furnish  for  ex- 
amination vouchers  for  all  payments  made  during  the  period  speci- 
fied; and  they  shall  give  to  ihe  said  Sub-Conmiittee  at  each  of  the 
monthly  meetings  every  possible  means  and  facihty  for  a  full  and 
intelligent  imderstanding  of  all  the  business  transactions  of  the 
Concern. 

7.  The  Agents,  both  at  New  York  and  Cincinnati,  shall  annually 
take  an  account  of  stock,  including  in  their  inventory  all  the  prop- 
erty and  assets  of  the  respeciive  publishing  houses,  at  their  esti- 
mated cash  value,  except  real  estate,  which  shall  have  a  value 
estimated  by  the  Book  Committee  at  the  beginning  of  each  quad- 
renuium,  which  shall  not  be  changed  during  the  quadrennium 
except  by  the  necessary  clianges  caused  by  the  purchase  or  sale, 
unprovement  or  destruction,  of  real  estate,  together  with  a  full  and 
detailed  statement  of  all  their  liabilities,  profits,  and  losses;  and 
they  shall  always  hand  over  to  their  successors  in  oiHce  such  a 
statement  of  stock,  property,  assets,  and  liabilities  as  shall  be  ap- 
proved and  certilied  by  the  Book  Committee. 

8.  The  Book  Agents  and  Editors  are  required  to  give  their  undi- 
vided attention  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  positions,  and  to 
require  of  their  employes  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  work  assigned 
them. 

9.  The  General  Conference  shall  elect  a  Book  Committee  of 
eighteen  members,  to  serve  for  four  years,  consisting  of  one  from 
eacli  of  the  twelve  districts  into  which  the  Annual  Conferences  are 
distributed,  three  from  New  York  or  its  vicinity,  and  three  from 
Cincinnati  or  vicinity,  which  Committee  shall,  during  the  interval 
of  the  General  Conference,  have  power  to  till  vacancies  occurring 
in  their  own  body;  they  shall  have  the  general  supervision  of  the 
publishing  interests  of  the  Church,  examine  carefully  into  their  con- 
dition, and  make  report  of  the  same  to  the  Annual  Conferences  and 
to  the  General  Conference. 

They  shall  attend  to  all  matters  referred  to  them  by  the  Agents 
or  Editors  for  their  action  or  counsel.  The  three  at  New  York 
and  at  Cincinnati  shall  have  power  to  suspend  an  Agent  or  Editor 
for  cause  to  them  sufficient;  and  a  time  shall  be  fixed,  at  as  earh^  a 
day  as  practicable,  for  the  investigation  of  the  oflicial  conduct  of 
said  Agent  or  Editor,  due  notice  of  which  shall  be  given  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Book  Committee  to  the  Bishops,  who  shall  select 
one  of  tlieir  number  to  be  present  and  preside  in  the  investigation, 
whicli  shall  be  before  the  twelve  from  the  districts  into  which  the 
Annual  Conferences  are  distributed,  two  thirds  of  whom  may  re- 
move said  Agent  or  Editor  from  office  in  the  interval  of  the  General 
Conference.  And  in  case  a  vacancy  occurs  in  any  of  the  agencies 
or  editorial  departments  authorized  by  the  General  Conference,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Book  Committee,  and  two  or  more  of  the 
General  Superintendents,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  provide  for 
such  vacancy  until  the  next  General  Conference. 

10.  The  Book  Committee  shall  be  governed  by  the  following 
regulations: 

First.  Immediately  after  their  appointment  they  shall  divide 
themselves  into  two  sections  of  nine  each,  the  one  to  consist  of  the 
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members  from  the   Eastern  Districts,  locrether  with  those  chosen     June  3. 
from  New  York  and  vicinity,  to  be  called  the  Eastern  Section;  the    Twexty-nisth 
other  to  consist  of  the  members  from  the  Western  Districts  and        ,,^'^^" 
those  from  Cincinnati  and  vicinity,  to  be  called  tiie  Western  Section.        siomxng. 

Second.  To  the  Eastern  Section  shall  pertain  tlie  supervision  of 
tiie  New  York  Publisliing  House  in  all  its  depariments.  The 
three  members  chosen  from  New  York  and  vicinity  siiall  consti- 
tute a  Local  Sub-Committee,  wiiich  sliall  meet  monthly  at  the  Book 
Eoom  in  New  York,  to  examine  into  all  the  transactions  of  the 
month  preceding;  they  shall  keep  a  correct  record  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, to  be  submitted  to  tlie  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  i]asl- 
ern  Section  of  the  Book  Committee. 

Third.  Tlie  Western  Section  of  the  Book  Committee  shall  perform 
the  same  duties  and  be  under  the  same  regulations,  for  the  Pub- 
lishing House  at  Cincinnati,  as  are  herein  specified  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Eastern  Section. 

Fourth.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Book  Committee  shall  be 
held  on  tlie  second  Wednesday  of  February,  and  each  section  shall 
have  a  meeting  at  such  time  as  it  may  elect. 

11.  There  shall  be  elected  by  the  General  Conference,  to  serve 
for  four  years,  the  following  editors : 

The  editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  who  shall  also  be  the  ed- 
itor of  the  books  of  the  General  Catalogue ;  the  editor  of  Sunday- 
school  books,  papers,  and  tracts  at  New  York;  the  editor  of  the 
Christian  Advocate  at  New  York;  the  editor  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Christian  Advocate  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  the  editor  of  the  Northern 
Christian  Advocate  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ;  the  editor  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Christian  Advocate  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  the  editor  of 
the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate  at  Portland,  Oregon;  also  an  editor 
of  tlie  Western  Cliristian  Advocate,  an  editor  of  the  Ladies'  Re- 
pository and  Golden  Hours,  who  shall  be  editor  of  the  books  of  the 
General  Catalogue  and  Tracts ;  an  editor  of  the  Christian  Apologist 
•and  German  books  of  the  General  Catalogue;  an  editor  of  the 
German  Monthly  Family  Magazine,  ihe  Sunday-School  Bell,  Family 
Library,  tracts,  and  otiier  German  Sunday-school  publications,  all 
of  whicli  shall  be  published  at  Cincinnati ;  an  editor  of  the  North- 
western Christian  Advocate  at  Chicago;  an  editor  of  tlie  Central 
Christian  Advocate  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  an  editor  of  the  Method- 
ist Advocate  at  Atlanta  Ga.,  who,  if  chosen  from  among  the  trav- 
eling preachers,  shall  be  members  of  such  Annual  Conferences  as 
they,  with  the  approbaiion  of  the  Bishops,  may  select.  The  offi- 
cers mentioned  in  this  chapter  shall  be  either  ministers  or  mem- 
bers or  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  foregoing  is  recommended  to  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline  in 
place  of  the  first  seven  paragraphs  of  section  6,  Part  V,  of  the 
Ditcipline,  and  also  paragraph  22  of  the  same  section. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Dele-  Eeport  on  Ex- 

-11  •  1  -1  penses        of 

gates  was  read  and,  on  motion,  adopted,  as  toUows :  Delegates. 

The  Committee  have  discharged  the  duties  as- 
signed tiiem,  and  the  detailed  report  of  the  Treas- 
urer, which  lie  will  present,  shows  cash  received..   $27,674  19 

Paid  out 26,667   88 

Balance $1,006  31 

Amount  of  cash  over 117  34. 

Less  by  bills  of  expenses  paid 43  60 

Leaviug  in    the    hands  of  our    Treasurer,    Mr.    H. 

Price,  of  Iowa $1,080  05 
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TWKNTY-NINTn 

Day. 
Morning. 


This  sum  will  be  subject  to  your  order.  "We  think  this  a  pood  show- 
ing, and  it  greatly  encourages  us  to  hope  that  collections  made 
hereaiter  will  meet  expenses.  The  Committee  experienced  dilTi- 
culty  in  getting  reports  from  the  bretiiren  in  reference  to  moneys 
collected. 

A  little  care  in  making  collections  from  those  who  hold  such 
moneys  would  avoid  difficult}',  and  the  Committee  could  greatly 
expedite  business.  The  moneys  in  the  hands  of  ihe  Book  Agents 
may  be  subject  to  our  order,  at  least  for  a  small  amount,  and  we 
request  that  orders  upon  the  Book  Agents  by  the  Chairman  shall 
be  iionored. 


Claim  of  Z. 
Padaoct  to 
be  paid. 


Members  of  the 
retii-ing  Book 
Committee 
not  to  be  re- 
nominated. 


Keport  on 

Districts     of 
Conferences. 


Lyon's 
Amendment 
lost. 


Report 
adopted. 


W.  G.  Queal  moved  to  instruct  the  Committee  on 
Expenses  to  pay  a  claim  of  Z.  Paddock  for  expenses 
incurred  in  connection  with  the  last  General  Confer- 
ence.    The  motion  prevailed. 

At  the  suggestion  of  I.  S.  Bingham,  Cyrus  Brooks, 
and  other  members  of  the  Book  Committee,  L.  D. 
White  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted,  to  wit: 

Rtsolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conference  that  it 
is  not  proper  for  the  delegates  of  the  various  Book  Committee  Dis- 
tricts to  nominate  for  members  of  the  Book  Committee  for  the  com- 
ing four  years  persons  who  have  served  on  that  Committee  for  the 
past  four  years. 

The  report  of  the  Special  Committee  appointed  to 
district  tlie  Conferences  for  the  Book  Concern,  Mis- 
sions, and  other  purposes,  w^as  taken  up  and  read. 

A.  J.  Lyon  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  ^orth 
Ohio  Conference  be  transferred  from  the  fourth  to  the 
sixth  district,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  original  report  Avas  then  adopted,  as  follows : 

GENERAL    CONFERENCE   DISTRICTS. 


Conference. 


No.  of  Delegates. 


East  Maine 5 

Maine 6 

New  Hampshire 6 

Yerraont 6 

New  England 10 

Providence 7 


40 


II. 


New  York  East 9 

New  York 11 

Troy 10 

Newark 8 

New  Jersey 7 


45 


Conference.  No.  of  Delegates. 

III. 

Northern  New  York 5 

Central  New  York 10 

Western  New  York 6 

Wyoming 8 

India 2 

31 
IV. 

Philadelphia 8 

Central  Pennsylvania 8 

Pittsburgh..." H 

Erie H 

North  Ohio .7 

45 
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Conference.  No.  of  Delegates. 

V. 

Delaware 2 

Wilmington 6 

Baltimore 8 

Virginia 2 

"West  Virginia 6 

"Washington 4 

North  Carolina 2 

South  Carolina  and  Florida . .  4 

Liberia 2 

36 
VI. 

Ohio 7 

Cincinnati 7 

Central  Ohio 6 

North  Indiana 7 

South-eastern  Indiana 5 

Indiana 6 

Kentucky 5 

Lexington  .^ 2 

45 
VII. 

Tennessee 4 

Holston 5 

Georgia 4 

Alabama 2 

Mississippi 4 

Louisiana 2 

Texas 2 

Arkansas 2 

25 

vin. 

Rock  River 8 

Central  Illinois 8 

North-west  Indiana 6 


Conference.  No.  of  Delegates. 

Michigan 9 

Detroit 8 

39 
IX. 

Wisconsin 7 

West  Wisconsin 6 

Minnesota 6 

Upper  Iowa 8 

Des  Moines 6 

33 
X. 

niinois 9 

Southern  Illinois 7 

St.  Louis 6 

Missouri 5 

Iowa 6 

Kansas 6 

39 
XI. 

Nebraska 4 

Colorado 2 

Rocky  Mountain 

Nevada 2 

Oregon 4 

California 6 

Ts 

XIL 

East  German 2 

Central  German 5 

South-west  German 5 

North-west  German 5 

Chicago  German 

Germany  and  Switzerland. . .  2 

19 


Jnne    3. 

twentt-kinth 
Day. 

Morning. 


J.  M.  Walden  moved  that  members  of  delegations 
in  the  first  district,  as  established  in  the  above  report, 
be  allowed  to  retire  and  make  nominations,  but  the 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

D.  Curry  moved  that  when  the  Conference  adjourns 
it  adjourn  to  meet  in  the  Hanson  Place  Church  at 
half  past  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  the  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Rela- 
tions, comprising  drafts  of  replies  to  the  addresses  of 
corresponding  bodies,  was  taken  up,  and  the  replies 
were  adopted.  Bishop  Harris  and  Secretary  Wood- 
ruff were,  on  motion,  instructed  to  edit  them,  and 
make  any  needful  verbal  corrections. 
26 


Walden's     mo- 
tion lost. 


Conference  to 
meet  in  Han- 
son Place 
Church  this 
afternoon. 


Fraternal  Rela- 
tions :  Ad- 
dresses to  be 
edited  by 
Bishop  Har- 
ris and  Sec- 
retary Wood- 
ruff. 
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.Tune  3- 

TWENTY-KIXTH 
DAY. 

Morning. 

B.  Brown  not 
granted  leave 
of  absence. 

Report  of  the 
Trustees  of 
the  Method- 
ist Episcopal 
Church. 

Nomination  of 
Trustees  for 
Drew  Theo- 
logical Semi- 
nary. 


Btate  of  the 
Church:  Re- 
port No.  VI. 


B.  Brown  asked  leave  of  absence  after  to-day,  but 
leave  was  not  granted. 

The  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  was  taken  up  and  adopted.  [See  Appen- 
dix 58.] 

Nominations  of  Trustees  for  Drew  Seminary  were 
presented,  read,  and  adopted,  as  follows : 

Ministers — Edmund  S.  Janes,  John  S.  Porter,  Leonard  M.  Vin- 
cent, Thompson  Miteliell,  Henry  B.  Ridjraway. 

Laymen — Samuel  Eddy,  Jolm  B.  Cornell,  Francis  H.  Root,  Har- 
vey B.  Lane,  and  Daniel  D.  Chamberlin. 

The  Report  No.  VI  of  the  Committee  on  tlie  State 
of  the  Church  was  taken  up,  and  the  first  item  was 
then  read. 

J.  O.  Rich  called  for  the  previous  question,  but 
the  call  was  not  sustained. 

The  first  item  of  the  report  was  then  adopted  by  a 
risinof  vote,  as  follows  : 


Fraternization 
with  the 

Church 
South. 


STATE  OF  THE   CHURCH — REPORT  NO.  VL 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church,  to  which  were  re- 
ferred sundry  petitions,  memorials,  and  resolutions  respecting  our 
relations  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  respectfully 
reports :  ^ 

We  believe  that  very  generally  there  has  hitherto  existed  among 
our  people  a  disposition  of  good-will  and  Cliristian  paternity  toward 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  This  disposition  and  pur- 
pose we  still  hold  and  maintain.  In  whatever  degree  of  success  in 
preaching  tlie  GJospel,  edifying  believers,  and  saving  souls  God  has 
given  to  that  Churcii,  we  devoutly  rejoice ;  and  we  will  continue 
to  pray  for  the  prosperit}^  and  success  of  the  labors  of  our  brethren 
of  that  Church,  and  ibr  its  increase  in  all  spiritual  and  temporal 
good;  and  in  all  our  labors,  in  proximity  to  the  local  Churches  and 
societies  of  that  body,  we  desire  to  maintain  with  them  relations 
of  Cliristian  good-will. 

Respecting  wliatever  intercourse  tliere  has  been  between  us  and 
them  since  the  beginning  of  the  separate  existence  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  we  do  not  propose  to  say  any  thing  at 
this  time.  We  are  content  to  let  past  events  go  into  history  or  be 
forgotten,  as  tlie  case  maybe;  and,  recognizing  that  Cluirch  and 
its  "people  as  a  portion  of  the  great  Christian  and  Metliodist  family, 
we  wish  tliem  abundant  success  in  their  efforts  to  promote  the 
cause  of  Christ  and  his  Gospel. 

Witliin  the  parts  of  the  country  in  wliich  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Soutli.  has  nearly  all  its  membership  and  institutions,  to 
wit,  all  the  States  formerly  known  as  slave  States,  except  Mary- 
laud  and  Delaware,  over  300,000  of  our  members  reside,  with  their 
houses  of  worship,  institutions  of  learning,  and  other  Church 
arrangements. 

Our  Church  is  as  really  settled  in  that  region  as  in  any  part  of 
the  land;  and  every  consideration  of  good  faith  to  our  own  people, 
and  of  regard  to  the  integrity  of  our  Church,  and  especially  of  the 
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uumistakable  evidences  of  tlie  favor  of  God  toward  onr  efforts 
there,  forbids  the  tliought  of  relaxing  our  labors  in  that  part  of  our 
work.  We  must  therefore  continue  to  occupy  that  part  of  the 
countr}'  in  perpetuity ;  and  we  have  need  to  strengthen  and  reinforce 
our  work  in  it,  as  God  shall  give  us  tlie  means  and  the  opportuni- 
ties. But  iu  all  this  we  desire  to  avoid  all  unfriendly  rivalries  with 
our  brethren  of  the  Cluirch  South.  There  is  abundant  room  for 
both  us  and  them,  and  God  may  use  both  of  these  Churches  for  the 
promotion  of  his  cause  in  those  parts. 

To  place  ourselves  in  the  truly  fraternal  relations  toward  our 
Southern  brethren  which  the  sentiments  of  our  people  demand, 
and  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  opening  of  formal  fraternity  with 
them,  be  it  hereby 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  will  appoint  a  delegation, 
consisting  of  two  ministers  and  one  layman,  to  convey  our  fraternal 
greetings  to  the  General  (conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  at  its  next  ensuing  session. 

D.  Curry,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Church,  asked  and  was  granted  leave  to  withdraw 
the  remainder  of  the  i-eport. 

T.  M.  Eddy  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  pay  the  salaries  of 
the  General  Conference  officers,  who  have  been  left  without  work 
by  the  action  of  this  Conference,  up  to  the  time  at  which  they  shall 
enter  upon  other  Church  employment,  provided  that  the  same  shall 
not  exceed  three  months'  salary,  and  also  their  moving 


June  3. 

Twenty-ninth 

Day. 

Morning. 


Eemainder  of 
the  Report 
withdrawn. 


Salaries  of  re- 
tiring- Gener- 
al Conference 
officers  to  be 
paid  for  three 
months. 


W,  H.  Olin  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
and  of  the  Lay  Electoral  Conferences  be  and  are  hereby  instructed 
to  forward  to  the  Secretary  of  this  General  Conference  certificates 
of  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  General  Conference  of  1876,  that 
the  Secretary  may  have  the  rolls  of  members  in  readiness  for  the 
organization  of  the  next  General  Conference. 


Alex.   Martin   presented   the 
which  was  read  and  adopted ; 


following   resolution. 


Resolved,  That  in  case  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Education  becomes  vacant  during  the  interim  of  the  sessions  of  the 
General  Conference,  the  Bisiiops  shall  have  power  to  till  the  same 
until  the  next  General  Conference  meets. 

J.  M.  Walden  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  cities  be  added  to  the  list  of  those 
already  specified  as  the  places  for  the  residence  of  our  Bishops, 
namely.  New  York,  Philadelpiiia,  Baltimore,  Odessa  iu  Delaware, 
Buffalo  or  Syracuse,  and  Pittsburgh;  and  that  after  the  Bishops  are 
located,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  already  made  by  this  General 
Conference,  should  a  necessity  arise  which  the  Board  of  Bishops 


Certificate  of 
Elections  to 
be  sent  to  the 
Secretary. 


Bishops  to  fill 
vacancy  in 
Secretaryship 
of  the  Board 
of  Education. 


Walden 
Episcopal 
residences. 
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June  3.  shall  regard  as  sufBcient  to  require  the  change  of  a  Bishop  from 

Twwm-.Ni>-TH  one  place  to  another  named,  such  change  may  be  made  by  order  of 

^^\-  the  Board  of  Bishops,  provided  that  not  more  than  one  Bishop  shall 

Momtng.  reside  at  any  place  named. 

The  Report  No.  VI  of  the  Committee  on  Church 
Extension  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 


Incorporation 
of    Board    of 
Churcli     Ex- 
tension. 


CHURCH    EXTENSION— llEPORT   NO.    YI. 

The  Committee  on  Church  Extension  respectfully  submit  for 
adoption  the  following: 

Resolved,  That,  in  case  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  appointed 
by  this  General  Conference  shaU  fail  to  obtain  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  conformity -with  the  provisions 
of  the  chapter  on  Church  Extension  adopted  by  this  General  Con- 
ference, the  Bishops  shall  appoint  a  Board  of  Church  Extension  in 
.some  other  State  or  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  whenever  the 
Board  appointed  by  this  General  Conference,  or  by  the  Bishops  as 
above  pro\aded,  sliall  become  incorporated,  then  all  the  property 
and  business  of  the  Church  Extension  Society  heretofore  organized 
by  order  of  the  General  Conference  shall  be  turned  over  to  said 
Board  of  Church  Extension. 


Special  term  of 
ministerial 
service 
Central   Ife 
York  Confer- 
ence. 


Moving  ex- 
penses of  the 
Bishops  to  be 
paid  by  the 
Book  Con- 
cern. 

Itinerancy:  Re- 
port No.  II. 
Trial  of  ap- 
peals of  min- 
isters or 
preachers. 

Trial  of  Bish- 
ops. 


B.  I.  Ives  offered  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 


'SVhereaSy  This  General  Conference  has  changed  the  boimdaries 
of  the  Central  Xew  York  Conference,  and  as  a  session  of  the  said 
Conference  is  required  within  five  or  six  months  after  the  last  ses- 
sion; therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  time  of  ministerial  service  shall  not  be  limited 
by  this  fractional  year. 

Resolved,  That  the  Presiding  Elders  of  said  Conference  be  author- 
ized to  select  the  place  for  holding  its  session  to  be  held  in  Sei>- 
tember  or  October  next. 

On  motion  of  G.  W.  Woodruff,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Bishops  be  allowed  to  draw  on  the  Book  Concern 
for  expenses  incurred  in  moving. 

Report  Xo.  11  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  was 
read,  and  that  portion  relating  to  the  trial  of  appeals 
of  ministers  or  preachers  was  adopted. 

That  part  of  the  report  relating  to  the  trial  of  a 
Bishop  was  then  read. 

J.  Miley  offered  a  substitute  for  this  part  of  the  re- 
port, which  substitute  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and 
the  report,  as  thus  amended,  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 


Jndicial  Confer- 
ences. 


ITINERANCY— REPORT  NO.  II. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  to  which  was  referred  the  paper 
on  Judicial  Conferences,  beg  leave  to  report  that,  having  carefully 
considered  the  matter,  they  recommend  that  the  Disciplme,  Part 
III,  chap,  ii,  sec.  1,  page  133,  be  changed  so  as  to  read  as  follows; 
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CHAPTER  n. — TRIAL  OP  APPEALS. 

Section  I. — Appeals  of  D-aveling  Ministers  or  Preachers. 

1.  Ih  all  cases  of  trial  and  conviction  under  the  provisions  of 
Part  III.  chap,  i,  sec.  2,  an  appeal  shall  be  allowed  to  a  judi- 
cial conference,  constituted  as  hereinafter  provided,  if  the  con- 
demned person  signify  iiis  intention  to  appeal  at  the  time  of  his 
conviction,  or  at  any  time  tliereafter  when  lie  is  informed  thereof. 

2.  The  several  annual  conferences  in  the  United  States  shall,  at 
each  session,  select  seven  elders,  men  of  experience  and  of  sound 
judgment  in  the  affairs  of  the  Church,  who  shall  be  known  as 
Triers  of  Appeals. 

3.  When  notice  of  appeal  is  given  to  the  President  of  an  annual 
conference,  he  shall  proceed,  with  due  regard  to  the  wishes  and 
rights  of  the  appellant,  to  designate  three  conferences,  conveniently 
near  that  from  which  the  appeal  is  taken,  whose  Triers  of  Appeals 
shall  constitute  a  judicial  conference,  and  to  fix  the  time  and  place 
of  its  session,  and  to  give  notice  tliereof  to  aU  concerned. 

The  appellant  shall  Iiave  the  right  of  peremptory  challenge,  yet 
so  that  the  Triers  present,  and  ready  to  proceed  with  the  liearing, 
shall  not  fall  below  thirteen,  which  number  shall  be  required  for  a 
quorum. 

A  Bishop  shall  preside  in  the  judicial  conference.  The  confer- 
ence sliall  appoint  a  Secretary,  who  shall  keep  a  faithful  record  of 
all  the  proceedings,  and  shall  at  the  close  of  the  trial  transmit  the 
records  made  and  the  papers  submitted  in  the  case  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  preceding  General  Conference,  to  be  filed  and  preserved 
with  the  papers  of  that  body. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  annual  conference 
carefully  to  preserve  the  minutes  of  the  trial,  whether  before  a 
committee  or  before  the  conference,  and  all  the  documents  relating 
to  the  case,  together  with  tlie  charge  or  charges  and  the  specifica- 
tion or  specifications,  whicli  minutes  and  documents  only,  in  case 
of  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  an  annual  conference,  shall  be 
presented  to  the  judicial  conference  in  evidence  on  the  case. 

In  all  cases  where  an  appeal  is  made  aud  admitted  by  the  judi- 
cial conference  the  appellant  shall  state,  either  personally  or  by  his 
represeutative,  (who  shall  be  a  member  of  an  annual  conference,) 
the  grounds  of  bis  appeal,  showing  cause  why  he  appeals,  and  he 
shall  be  allowed  to  make  his  appeal  without  interruption.  After 
which  the  representatives  of  the  annual  conference  from  whose 
decision  the  appeal  is  made  shall  be  permitted  to  respond  in  pres- 
ence of  the  appellant,  who  shall  have  the  privilege  of  replying  to 
such  representatives,  which  reply  shall  close  the  pleadings  on  both 
sides.  This  done,  the  parties  shall  withdraw,  and  the  judicial  con- 
ference shall  decide  the  case. 

5.  The  General  Conference  shall  carefully  review  the  decisions 
of  questions  of  law  contained  in  the  records  and  documents  trans- 
mitted to  it  from  the  judicial  conferences,  and  in  case  of  serious 
error  therein  shall  take  such  action  as  justice  may  require. 

6.  Appeals  from  an  annual  conference  in  the  United  States  not 
easily  accessible  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  President  thereof,  be 
heard  by  a  judicial  conference  selected  from  among  the  more  cen- 
tral conferences;  and  appeals  from  a  conference  other  than  those  in 
the  United  States  may  be  heard  by  a  judicial  conference  called  to 
meet  at  or  near  New  York  by  the  Bishop  in  charge  of  said  confer- 
ence ;  or  the  appeal  may  be  heard  directly  by  the  General  Conference. 

7.  After  a  preacher  shall  have  been  regularly  tried  and  expelled, 
he  shall  have  no  privQege  of  society  or  sacraments  in  our  Church, 
without  confession,  contrition,  and  satisfactory  reformation. 


June  3. 

TWENTT-NINTH 

Day. 
MornUiff. 


Trial  of  Appeals 
of  Ministers. 
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June  3. 

TwErrT-NiNTn 

Dat. 

Morning. 


Trial  of  Bish- 
ops. 


Tour  Committee  also  recommend  tliat  the  Discipline,  Part  III, 
chap,  i,  sec.  1,  be  changed  so  as  to  read : 

Quest.  1.  To  whom  is  a  Bishop  answerable  for  his  conduct? 

Ans.  To  the  General  Conference,  who  sliall  have  power  lo  order 
the  manner  of  his  trial. 

Quest,  i.  How  sliall  a  Bishop  be  tried  for  immoral  conduct? 

Ans.  When  a  Bishop  is  accused  of  immorality,  tlie  Presiding 
Elder  within  wiiose  district  said  immorality  is  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  sliall  call  to  his  aid  four  traveling  elders,  which  five 
ministers  shall  carefully  inquire  into  the  case  ;  and  if,  in  their  judg- 
ment, there  is  reasonable  ground  for  such  accusation,  they,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  shall  prepare  and  sign  ihe  proper  charge  in  the 
case,  and  shall  send  a  copv  thereof,  so  signed,  to  the  accused,  and 
shall  give  notice  thereof  to  one  of  the  Bishops.  Said  Bishop,  so 
notified,  shall  convene  a  judicial  conference,  to  be  composed  of  the 
Triers  of  Appeals  in  the  five  neighboring  conferences.  And  the 
said  judicial  conference  shall  have  full  power  to  try  the  accused 
Bishop,  and  to  suspend  him  from  the  fuuciions  of  his  office,  or  ex- 
pel him  from  the  Church,  as  they  may  deem  his  offense  requires. 
One  of  tlie  Bishops  shall  preside  at  the  trial. 

The  accused  shall  have  the  right  of  peremptory  challenge,  yet 
not  so  as  to  reduce  the  number  of  the  judicial  conference  below 
twenty-one. 

Quest  3.  What  shall  be  the  manner  of  proceeding  against  a 
Bishop  chargeable  with  imprudent  conduct? 

Aivi.  A  Presiding  Elder  shall  take  witli  him  two  traveling 
elder.s,  and  shall  admonish  the  Bishop  so  offending.  In  case  of  a 
second  offense,  one  of  the  Bishops,  together  with  three  traveling 
elders,  sliall  call  upon  him  and  reprehend  and  admonish  him. 
If  he  siill  persist  in  his  imprudence,  he  shall  then  be  tried  in  the 
manner  ordered  in  the  answer  to  question  two  of  this  section. 

A  Bishop  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  ensuing  General 
Conference  if  he  signify  his  intention  to  appeal  at  the  time  of  his 
conviction,  or  when  informed  thereof. 


Nominations 
for      various 
Committees. 


Book  Concern : 
Report  No. 
VI. 

Two  additional 
Messenger 
Boys    to    be 
paid. 


B.  F.  Crary  moved  that  at  the  afternoon  session  the 
several  districts  be  called  in  order,  and  the  delegations 
be  permitted  to  retire  and  make  nominations  for  the 
various  Committees.     The  motion  prevailed. 

Report  No.  VI  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
cern was  taken  up. 

The  Committee  on  Expenses  Avas  authorized  to  pay- 
two  additional  pages. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  After  the  dox- 
ology  was  sung,  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
Ephraim  Joy,  of  Southern  Illinois  Conference. 


AJiemoon. 


MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  3. 


Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  in  Hanson 
Place  Church,  Bishop  Simpson  in  tiie  chair. 

The  religious  services  were  conducted  by  R.  S. 
Rust,  of  Cincinnati  Conference. 
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The  Journal  of  the  morning's  session  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  Bishops  announced  the  special  Committee  to 
draft  resohxtions  of  thanks  as  follows  :  E.  O.  Haven, 
J.  M.  Reid,  and  J.  P.  Durbin. 

N.  L.  Brakeraan  oifered  the  following  resolution, 
which,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  Tliat  tlie  General  Conference  request  each  of  the  Annual 
Conferences  to  arrange  the  times  for  taking  the  several  disciplinary 
collections,  and  make  it  the  duty  of  the  pastor  to  preach  a  sermon  at 
the  appointed  time  in  the  interest  of  the  cause  for  which  tlie  collec- 
tion is  taken,  and  to  report  each  and  all  of  said  collections  in  his 
Conference. 


Tw-ENTT-NINTn 

Day. 


AfliTnoon. 
Special      Com- 


N.  L.  Brake - 
man's  resolu- 
tion on  tiineu 
of  taking  Dis- 
ciplinary Col- 
lections. 


Appeal   of 
M.  Smith. 


Eeport  No.  X  of  the  Committee  on  Appeals  was  Appeals:     Eo- 

^  ^ '  port  No.  X. 

presented  as  follows  : 

APPEALS — REPORT   NO.    X. 

The  ca-se  of  W.  M.  Smith,  appellant  from  the  Colorado  Confer- 
ence, was  called  for  hearing  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Committee 
on  Appeals,  but  neither  the  appellant  nor  his  counsel  being  present, 
the  case  was  laid  over. 

After  having  disposed  of  all  the  remaining  cases  brought  before 
the  Committee  on  Appeals,  and  no  prosecutor  in  this  ca.se  having 
presented  himself,  tlje  papers  in  the  case  of  W.  M.  Smith  were  de- 
posited in  the  archives  of  the  General  Conference. 

J.  W.  WiLKY,  President, 
E.  A.  Manning,  Secretary. 

Brooklyn,  June  3,  1872. 


On  motion  of  R.  S.  Rust,  the  following  resolution  e.  q.  Fuller's 

'  '^  Salary  to   be 

was  read  and  adopted  :  continued. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Fuller,  late  editor  of  the  Atlanta  Advocate,  be 
authorized  to  draw  upon  the  Western  Book  Concern  for  his  salary 
up  to  tlie  time  of  the  next  session  of  the  Rock  River  Conference, 
and  also  for  his  traveling  expenses  back  to  the  same  Conference. 

W.  Hunter  offered  a  preamble  and  resolutions  re-  s.  h.  Nesbit's 

,      .  r^    TT    -».f      ,  .  Salary  to  be 

lating  to   S.  H.  ISesblt.  continued. 

On  motion  of  J.  M.  Trimble,  the  second  resolution   Amendment  of 

T-ii  TT  ,  1        ,,  -r.         .^-i,  J.M.Trimble. 

was  amended  by  adding  the  words,  "  Provided  he 
shall  not  sooner  obtain  work ;"  and  the  preamble  and 
resolutions,  as  amended,  were  adopted  as  follows: 

Whereas,  Our  brother,  Samuel  H.  Nesbit,  in  retiring  from  the 
editorsliip  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  is  left  without 
work  near  tlie  beginning  of  his  Conference  3-ear,  and  as  his  family 
is  understood  to  be  in  deep  affliction,  therefore, 

Re-solved,  1.  That  we  hereby  convey  to  our  beloved  brother  an 
assurance  of  our  hearty  sj-mpathy  in  his  domestic  griefs. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Christian  Advocate  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  continue  hi3 
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June  tt. 

TwKNTY-NrNTn 

Day. 

Afternoon. 
W.  M'K.  Hes- 
ter's motion 
to  reconsider 
the  uiiitter  of 
E.  Q.  Fuller's 
salary  laid  on 
the  table. 

Bevisals :  Re- 
port No. 
XVIII  taken 
up. 

Rothweiler's 
Amendment 


Laid     on     the 
table. 


Motion  of  J.  M. 
Buckley  to 
insert  in  Con- 
ference Sta- 
tistics a  col- 
umn for 
American  Bi- 
ble Society 
laid  on  the 
table. 


Questions  for 
the  Annual 
Conferences. 


salary  for  three  months   beyond  the   expiration  of  his  term  of 
service,  provided  he  shall  not  sooner  obtain  work. 

W.  M'K.  Hester  moved  that  the  action  in  case  of  E. 
Q.  Fuller  be  reconsidered,  in  order  to  apply  the  same 
limitation  as  is  provided  for  in  other  similar  cases. 

On  motion  of  D.  Curry,  this  motion  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Report  No.  XVIII  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals  was 
taken  up  and  read. 

J.  Rothweiler  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  an  ad- 
ditional column  for  other  benevolent  contributions  of 
the  Church. 

On  motion  of  W.  Cooper,  this  amendment  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

J.  M.  Buckley  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  column 
for  contributions  to  the  American  Bible  Society. 

On  motion  of  W.  Cooper,  this  amendment  was  laid 
on  the  table  by  a  count  vote  of  133  to  102,  and  the 
original  report  was  adopted  as  follows  : 

REVISALS— EEPORT  NO.   XVIII. 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  recommend  the  following  substitute 
for  the  answer  on  page  52,  to  quest.  5,  Part  II,  sec.  2,  namely: 
Answer.  To  inquire, 

1.  Have  any  entered  this  Conference  by  transfer  or  readmissiou  ? 

2.  "Who  are  admitted  on  trial  ? 

3.  Who  remain  on  trial  ? 

4.  Who  are  admitted  into  full  connection  ? 

5.  Who  are  the  deacons  of  the  first  class  ? 

6.  Who  are  the  deacons  of  the  second  class  ? 

7.  Who  have  been  elected  and  ordained  elders  this  year  ? 

8.  Wlio  are  the  supernumerarj'-  preachers? 

9.  Who  are  the  superannuated  preachers  ? 

10.  Was  the  character  of  each  preacher  examined? 

11.  Have  any  located? 

12.  Have  any  withdrawn  ? 

13.  Have  any  been  transferred,  and  to  what  Conference  ? 

14.  Have  any  been  expelled  ? 

15.  Have  any  died  ? 

16.  What  is  the  statistical  report  ? 
(1.)  Membership. 

Number  of  probationers. 

Number  of  full  members. 

Number  of  local  preachers. 

Number  of  deaths. 

(2.)  Baptisms. 

Children. 

Adults. 

(3.)   Church  property. 

Number  of  churches. 

Probable  value. 

Number  of  parsonages. 
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Probable  value. 

*  Amount  raised  for  building  and  improving  churches  and  par- 
eonages. 

*  Present  indebtedness. 
(4.)  Benevolent  collections. 
For  Conference  claimants. 
For  Missions. 

From  Churches. 

From  Sabbatli-schools. 
For  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 
For  the  Board  of  Church  Extension. 
For  the  Tract  Society. 

For  tlie  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
For  the  Freedmen's  Aid  Society. 
For  Education. 
(5.)  Sabbath-schools. 
Number  of  schools. 
Number  of  officers  and  teachers. 
Total  number  of  scholars  of  all  ages. 
Number  of  scholars  fifteen  years  of  age  and  over. 
Number  of  scholars  under  fifteen,  except  infant  class. 
Number  of  scholars  in  infant  class. 

Average  attendance  of  teachers  and  scholars  in  whole  school. 
Number  of  library  books. 
Total  expense  of  school  tliis  year. 
Number  of  Suuday-School  Advocates  taken. 
Number  of  Sunday-School  Journals  taken. 

Number  of  officers  and  teachers  Viho  are  Church-members  or 
probatiotiers. 

Number  of  scholars  who  are  Church-members  or  probationers. 
Number  of  conversions  this  year. 

*  (6.)  Ministerial  support. 
Claims. 

Receipts. 

17.  What  are  the  claims  upon  the  Conference  fund  ? 

18.  What  has  been  received  on  the  foregoing  claims,  and  how 
has  it  been  applied  ? 

*  19.  Have  any  local  preachers  been  ordained  ? 

*  20.  Are  any  of  our  literary  or  theological  institutions  under  the 
control  and  patronage  of  this  Conference,  and  what  is  their  con- 
dition ? 

*  21.  Who  are  the  Conference  Board  of  Church  Extension  ? 

22.  Where  are  the  preachers  stationed  ? 

23.  Where  and  when  shall  the  next  Conference  he  held  ? 
Note. — The  items  marked  with  a  [*]  are  not  to  be  included  in 

the  General  Minutes. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  Book  Agents  be  instructed 
to  publish  of  the  Sabbath-school  returns,  in  the  General  Minutes, 
only  the  items  relating  to  the  number  of  schools,  officers  and  teach- 
ers, and  scholars. 


Afternoon. 


The  supplemental  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Tmstees  eieet 


Chartered  Fund  was  presented  and  read,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  J.  M.  Reid,  the  nomination  of  Trustees  therein 
contained  was  approved  as  follows,  to  wit : 

John  F.  Keen,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Thomas  Wilmer;  James  Long,  to  fiU  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  T.  K.  CoUins. 


cd  to 
cancies  in  tlio 
ChartcTocI 
Fund  Board. 
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.Tune  3. 

TWKNTT-NINTH 

Day. 

Aftei-noon. 

Parafrraphs     in 

Discipline   to 

be  numbered. 


E.  H.  Waring  presented  the  following  resolution, 
wliich  was  read  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  editors  of  the  Discipline  be  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  number  the  several  paragraphs  of  the  Discipline  con- 
secutively tliroughout  the  entire  book,  by  placing  figures  in  the 
margin,  in  order  to  fecilitate  reference  to  the  several  items  therein 
contained. 


Stite  of  the 
Church:  Re- 
port No.  VII. 

Kiger's  Amend- 
ment laid  on 
the  table. 

L.  C.  QucaVs 
motion  to  lay 
the  whole 
subject  on  the 
table  lost. 


Eeport  adopted. 


Report  No.  VII  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church  was  taken  up  and  read, 

J.  Kiger  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  relates  to  Dis- 
trict Conferences,  but  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

L.  C.  Queal  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table,  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  count  vote  of  130 
for  to  142  against. 

W.  F.  Cowles  moved  to  take  up  the  report  section 
by  section,  but  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  report  was  then  adopted  by  a  count  vote  of  144 
for  to  130  against,  as  follows  : 


STATE   OF  THE   CHURCH — REPORT   NO.  VII. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  tlie  Churcli  having  considered  the 
memorial  of  the  "  National  Local  Preachers'  Association  "  respecting 
District  Conferences,  and  approving  in  tlieir  chief  parts  the  sugges- 
tions therein  contained,  submit  the  following  recommendations: 

After  sec.  2  of  chap,  i,  Part  II,  following  page  55  of  the  Disci- 
pline, insert  a  new  section  as  follows : 

Sectiox  III. — The  District  Conferences. 

Quest.  1.  Of  whom  shall  the  District  Conferences  be  composed? 

Ans.  Of  all  the  traveling  and  local  preachers,  the  exhorters,  the 
district  stewards,  and  the  Sunday-school  superintendents  in  the 
district.  But  if  there  should  be  more  than  one  Sunday-school 
superintendent  in  an}"  circuit  or  station,  then  the  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence shall  designate  one  of  them  for  this  service. 

Qvest.  2.  How  often  shall  the  District  Conference  meet? 

Ans.  Twice  each  year,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Presiding 
Elder  shall  designate  for  the  first  meeting  after  the  adoption  of  this 
plan  by  any  district,  but  the  District  Conference  shall  at  each  meet- 
ing fix"  the  place  for  its  next  meeting,  the  time  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Presiding  Elder.  The  first  District  Conference  for  the  year  shall 
be  held  in  the  early  part  of  it,  the  second  near  the  close. 

Quest.  3.  Who  shall  preside  in  the  District  Conference  ? 

Ans.  The  Presiding  Elder.  In  his  absence  the  District  Confer- 
ence shall  choose  its  own  President  by  ballot  from  among  the  trav- 
ehug  elders. 

Quest.  4.  How  shall  the  minutes  of  the  District  Conference  be 
kept  ? 

Ans.  By  a  Secretary  chosen  by  the  Conference.  The  minutes 
shall  be  carefully  recorded  in  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose,  and 
kept  by  the  Secretary  for  future  use  or  reference. 

Quest.  5.  What  sliall  be  the  regular  business  of  the  District 
Conference  ? 


1872.] 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference. 


411 


Ans.  1.  To  take  the  general  oversight  of  all  the  temporal  and 
spiritual  affairs  of  the  district,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Discipline. 

2.  To  take  cognizance  of  all  tlie  local  preachers  and  exhorters  in 
the  district,  and  to  inquire  respecting  the  gifts,  labors,  and  useful- 
ness of  each  by  name,  and  lo  arrange  a  plan  of  appointments  for 
each  for  the  ensuing  half  j-ear. 

3.  To  hear  complaints  against  local  preacliers,  to  try,  suspend, 
deprive  of  ministerial  office  and  credentials,  expel  or  acquit  any 
local  preacher  against  wiiom  charges  may  be  preferred. 

4.  To  license  local  preachers,  and  to  recommend  to  t'le  Annual 
Conference  local  preaciiers  as  suitable  candidates  for  deacon's  or 
elder's  orders,  and  for  admission  on  trial  in  the  traveling  connec- 
tion :  Provided,  that  no  person  sliall  be  licensed  to  preach,  nor 
recommended  for  orders,  nor  for  admission  in  the  traveling  connec- 
tion, without  tlie  reconmiendation  of  the  Quarterly  Conference,  or 
of  the  stewards'  and  leaders'  meeting  of  the  circuit  or  station  of 
which  he  is  a  member;  and  in  all  cases  the  candid;ites  shall  first 
pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  doctrine  and  discipline. 

5.  To  inquire  whether  all  the  collections  for  the  benevolent  insti- 
tutions of  the  Church  as  recognized  by  the  Discipline  are  properly 
attended  to  in  all  the  circuits  and  stations,  and  to  adopt  suitable 
measures  for  promoting  their  success. 

0.  To  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Sunday-schools  in  the 
district,  and  to  adopt  suitable  measures  for  insuring  their  success. 

7.  To  inquire  respecting  opportunities  for  missionary  and  Church 
extension  enterprises  within  the  district,  and  to  take  measures  for 
the  occupation  of  any  neglected  portions  of  its  territory  by  mis- 
sion Sunday-schools  and  appointments  for  public  worship. 

8.  To  provide  for  appropriate  religious  and  literary  exercises 
during  its  sessions  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  those  attending  upon 
them. 

9.  The  District  Stewards  shall,  at  the  place,  and  at  or  near  the 
time,  of  the  first  District  Conference  for  the  year,  make  their  esti- 
mate for  the  support  of  the  Presiding  Elder,  as  provided  in  Part 
VI,  chap,  i,  sec.  2,  of  the  Discipline. 

Note. — 'The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  of  force  and  bind- 
ing only  in  those  districts  in  which  tiie  Quarterl}^  Conferences  of  a 
majority  of  the  circuits  and  stations  shall  have  approved  it,  by  ask- 
ing the  Presiding  Elder  to  convene  the  District  Conference,  as 
herein  provided.  In  those  districts  in  which  District  Conferences 
shall  be  held,  the  powers  by  this  section  given  to  the  District 
Conferences  shall  not  be  exercised  by  the  Quarterly  Conferences. 
In  all  other  cases  their  powers  shall  remain  as  heretofore  pro- 
vided. 


Afternoon. 


Report  No,  VII  of  the  Committee  on  Education 
was  taken  up,  and  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation were  filled  as  follows  : 

For  four  years — D.  P.  Kidder.  For  twelve  years — Charles.  A. 
Holmes,  N.  E.  Cobleigh,  William  Claflin,  F.  H.  Root. 


Education:  Re- 
port No.  VII. 
Vacancies  in 
the  Board  of 
Education 
filled. 


A  motion  was  made,  and  lost,  to  tlie  effect  that  when 
the  Conference  adjourns  it  should  be  to  half  past  seven 
o'clock  this  evening. 

The  Committee  on  Union  with  other  Methodist 
Bodies  presented  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 


Union  with  oth- 
er Methodist 
Bodies. 
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REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON   CHURCH    UNION. 

The  Committee  oa  Union  with  other  Methodist  Bodies  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  report : 

AVe  rejoice  to  discern  so  many  signs  of  the  growing  tendency  to 
tlie  union  of  our  common  Metliodism.  Addresses  and  reports  from 
various  bodies  assure  us  of  this,  and  the  labors  of  the  Commission 
on  Church  Union  appointed  by  order  of  the  last  General  Confer- 
ence are  not  without  promise.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  this 
result  are  steadily  growing  less,  and  we  trust  that  ere  the  close  of 
the  first  century  from  the  death  of  our  founder  our  whole  Church 
on  this  continent  will  be  in  one  communion.  We  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Rtsolved,  I.  That  a  Commission  of  nine  persons  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  any  like  Commission  from  any  Methodist  body  in 
America  in  respect  to  union  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  submit  the  terms  of  such  union  to  the  ne.xt  General  Con- 
ference. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  Boards  of  Managers  and  General  Commit- 
tees of  the  Missionary,  Church  Extension,  Sunday-School,  Tract, 
Freedmen's  Aid,  and  Education  Societies,  and  tlie  Book  Committee 
and  Book  Agents,  be  and  are  hereby  empowered  to  co-operate  with 
any  Methodist  Church  desiring  to  act  with  us  through  any  of  these 
forms,  only  so  that  no  loss  shall  accrue  to  us  through  such  ar- 
rangements. 


Prt>sidin?  Eld-       PI,  Mansell  presented  the  following  i-esolution,  which 

ers  in  heathen  i  i        i        .     i      .i  i 

hinds      may  was  read  and  adopted,  the  rule   requiring  a  proposi- 
to  change  the  Discipline  to  lay  over  one  day 


years  on   the 
same  district 


having  been  suspended  : 

Resolved,  That  after  the  answer  to  quest.  3,  sec.  14,  chap,  ii, 
Part  II,  of  the  Discipline,  we  insert  the  following: 

Presiding  Elders  in  Missions  and  Mission  Conferences  in 
heathen  lands  may  be  appointed  to  the  same  district  for  more  than 
four  successive  years. 


R"cent  Book 
.Vgents  not  to 
be  members 
of  new  Book 
Committee. 


H.   Slicer   offered  the  following   resolution,  which 
was  read  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  advisable  tliat  either  of  the  recent  Book 
Agents  should  be  placed  upon  the  Book  Committee. 


Freedmen :  Re- 
port No.  II. 


Report  No.  II  of  the  Committee  on  Freedmen  w; 
taken  up,  read,  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 


FREEDMEN — REPORT  NO.    II. 


The  Committee  recommends  that  the  following  be  inserted  in  the 
Discipline,  namely: 

Section . 

Question.  What  more  can  be  done  for  the  mental  ana  moral  ele- 
vation of  the  Freedmen  and  otliers  in  the  South  who  have  special 
claims  upon  the  Christian  people  of  America? 
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Amxoer^  1.  Let  all  our  people  contribute  liberally  each  year  for 
the  support  of  our  Freedmen's  Aid  Society. 

2.  Let  the  Freedmen's  Aid  Society  be  careful  to  locate  its  schools 
where  they  will  be  of  most  advantage  to  our  Cluirehes  and  mis- 
sions, and  especially  seek  to  educate  those  persons  who  are  called 
to  preach,  or  who  propose  to  become  preaciiers ;  and  let  only  those 
persons  be  employed  as  teachers  who  will  conscientiously  work  in 
our  Siuiday-sciiools,  and  cheerfully  co-operate  with  our  ministers. 

3.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  determine  what  amount  shall  be 
expended  annually  in  this  work,  and  apportion  the  same,  according 
to  their  best  judgment,  among  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  and 
eaoh  Annual  Conference  shall  apportion,  or  cause  to  be  apportioned, 
the  amount  assigned  to  it  among  the  circuits  and  stations  within  its 
bounds ;  and  each  Presiding  Elder,  as  early  in  the  Confersnce  year 
as  possible,  shall  inform  eacli  Quarterly  Conference  in  his  district  of 
the  amount  to  be  raised  by  the  charge  it  represents. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  preacher  in  charge  to  present  this 
subject  to  liis  congregation,  or  cause  it  to  be  presented,  once  each 
year,  in  a  sermon  or  address;  to  aid  in  the  diffusion  of  intelligence 
in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Society  and  the  wants  of  the  Freed- 
men,  and  to  use  due  diligence  to  collect  the  amount  apportioned  to 
his  charge.  He  shall  report  to  the  Annual  Conference  the  sura 
collected,  and  the  collections  shall  be  published  in  a  column  in  the 
General  Minutes  and  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Annual  Conference. 

5.  Tlie  Corresponding  Secretary,  if  a  traveling  preacher,  shall  be 
a  member  of  such  Annual  Conference  as  he,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Bishop,  may  select. 


Afternoon. 


The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  was 
takea  up,  and  the  items  referring  to  Alabama,  Cali- 
fornia, Central  Illinois,  and  Central  Ohio  Conferences 
were  adopted. 

When  the  item  relating  to  Central  Pennsylvania 
Conference  was  read,  J.  S.  M'Murray  moved  to  amend 
by  adding  the  words,  "  including  Harrisburgh ;"  so 
as  to  read,  "  Thence  by  the  Susquehanna  river  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  including  Harrisburgh."  The 
representatives  of  the  Conferences  interested  were 
heard,  under  the  rule,  and  a  motion  to  lay  the 
amendment  on  the  table  was  lost  by  a  count  vote  of 
68  to  117. 

T.  Carlton  called  for  the  previous  question,  and  the 
call  was  sustained. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  the  amendment  was 
adopted  by  a  count  vote  of  124  to  72;  and  the  whole 
item  referring  to  Central  Pennsylvania  Conference  was 
then  adopted. 

The  delegations  then  nominated,  and  the  Conference 
appointed,  the  members  of  the  Book,  Mission,  Church 
Extension,  and  Freedmen's  Aid  Committees,  as  follows : 


Amendment : 
Boundaries  of 
Central  Penn- 
sylvania Con- 
ference. 


Previous  qnes- 
tion  called  for 
and  sustained. 

Amendment 
adopted. 


Nominations 
for  the  several 
General  Com- 
mittees. 
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MEMBERS   OF   THE    COMMITTEE    FROM   DISTRlCTa 

1st  District,  M.  J.  Talbot. 

2(1  "  I.  D.  King. 

3d  "  F.  G.  Hi b bard. 

4th  "  John  Williams. 

5th  "  Alex.  Martin. 

6th  "  O.  V.  Lemon. 

7th  "  William  R.  Fa  vie. 

8th  "  William  H.  Hunter. 

9th  "  W.  Brush. 

10th  "  Benjamin  R.  Bonner, 

nth  "  M.  Prichard, 

12th  "  C.  W.  Loeber. 
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General       Mis- 
sionary Com- 


MEMBERS   FRO:.t   XEW   YORK   OR   VICTNTTT. 

James  H.  Taft.  Charles  C.  Xorth. 

George  J.  Ferry. 

MEMBERS   FROM   CIXCIXXATI   OR   VICINITY. 

Amos  Shinkle.  James  P.  Kilbretb. 

Rudolph  A.  W.  Bruehl. 

MISSIONS. 
1st  District,  Stephen  Allen. 
2d 
3d 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
10th 

nth 

12th 


Samuel  Meredith. 
Benoni  I.  Ives. 
Wm.  C.  Pierce. 
Lyttleton  F.  Morgan. 
Joseph  M.  Trimble. 
Arad  S.  Lakin. 
Samuel  Godfrey. 
J.  B.  Bachman. 
John  Van  Cleve. 
Otis  Gibson. 
Jacob  Rothweiler. 


Chnrch  Exten- 
sion Commit- 
tee. 


CHURCH  EXTEXSIOX. 
1st  District,  C.  S.  Harrington. 


2d 

D.  Campbell. 

3d 

'         E.  Remington. 

4th 

J.  M'Murray. 

5  th 

R.  H.  Robinson. 

6th 

'         W.  C.  De  Pauw 
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Yth  District,  John  Braden. 


8th 

9th 

10th 

nth 

12th 


W.  S.  Harrington. 
Joseph  Knotts. 
Nathan  Shumate. 
B.  T.  Vincent. 
John  Schlagenhauf. 


Afternoon. 

Freedmen's  Aid 

Committee. 


FREEDMEN'S   AID. 


1st  District,  H.  W.  Worthen, 


2d 

3d 

4th 

5  th 

6th 

7th 

8th 

9th 

10th 

11th 

12th 


J.  M.  Buckley, 
W.  G.  Queal^ 
W.  F.  Day, 
G.  W.  Matton, 
W.  L.  Muir, 
A.  C.  M'Donald, 
I.  Coggshall, 
G.  W.  Wright, 
F.  W.  Evans, 
N.  Doane, 
L.  S.  Jacoby, 


Thomas  Kniel. 
W.  J.  Groo. 
David  Decker. 
C.  J.  Albright. 
C.  Holloway. 
J.  H.  V.  Smith. 
J.  Polk. 

W.M.  Xewcomb. 
H.  A.  Jones. 
J.  G.  English. 
G.  Webber. 
Theodore  Bauen 


Pending  the  appointment  of  the  Book  Committee, 
L.  C.  Queal  moved  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Confer- 
ence that  the  members  of  the  Book  Committee  to  be 
appointed  from  New  York  and  Cincinnati  should  be 
laymen  ;  which  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  87  to  93. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned.  The  doxology 
having  been  sung,  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
T.  Carlton,  of  Genesee  Conference. 


'j.  C.  Qneal's 
motion  that 
the  Special 
Book  Com- 
mittee of  three 
at  New  York 
and  Cincin- 
nati should  be 
laymen,  lost , 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  4. 


June  4. 

Thirtieth 
Day. 


The  Conference  met  this  morning,  Bishop  Ames  in 
the  cliair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  W. 
R.  Fayle,  of  Texas  Conference, 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon's  session  vras 
read  and  approved. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  Boundaries ftu- 
on  Boundaries  was  resumed. 

John  Braden   moved  that  the  word 
stricken  out,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail.  lost 


ther    consid- 
ered. 

colored"  be    Motion  to  stnko 
out "  colored  " 
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June  4. 

TniRTIETH 

Day. 
S.  Godfrey's 
Amendment 
to  the  Bound- 
aries of  Indi- 
ana Confer- 
ence. 

Previous  ques- 
tion called. 
Amendment 
lost,  and  Re- 
port of  Com- 
mittee on  In- 
diana Confer- 
ence adopted. 

Spoeches  lim- 
ited to  five 
minutes. 


Amendment  of 
I.   A.   Ham- 
mer as   to 
Boundaries 
of  Iowa  Con- 
ference. 


Amendment 
lost,  and  Re- 
port of  Com- 
mittee  on 
Iowa  Bound- 
aries adopted. 

Southern 
Boundary  of 
Kansas  Con- 
ference fixed 
at  36th  paral- 
lel of  latitude. 

Gaylordsville 
included  in 
New  York 
Conference. 

W.  H.  Goode's 
Amendment 
to  Boundaries 
of  North  In- 
diana Confer- 
bnoe. 


Previous  ques- 
tion   called. 
Amendment 
lost,   and    Re- 
port on  Bound- 
aries adopted. 

W.  H.  Black's 
motion  to  re- 
consider ac- 
tion on  Ilar- 
rlsburgh. 


Samuel  Godfrey  offered  an  amendment  to  the  bound- 
aries of  the  Indiana  Conference,  as  follows,  namely  : 

Along  the  line  of  the  Saint  Louis,  Yandalia,  Terre  Haute,  and 
Indianapolis  Railroad  to  White  River;  thence  up  said  river  to 
New  York-street,  Indianapolis;  thence  east  on  said  street  to  Merid- 
ian-street; thence  south. 

I.  A.  Hammer  called  for  the  previous  question  ; 
the  call  was  sustained,  and  the  substitute  offered  by 
Samuel  Godfrey  was  lost,  and  the  boundaries  of  the 
Indiana  Conference,  as  reported  by  the  Committee, 
were  adopted. 

A.  J.  Kynett  moved  that  the  time  of  debate  be 
limited  to  five  minutes  for  each  speaker,  and  the  mo- 
tion prevailed. 

I,  A.  Hammer  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bound- 
aries of  Iowa  Conference,  as  follows,  namely  : 

Thence  north  on  the  south  line  of  Jasper  County ;  thence  west 
on  line  of  said  county;  thence  north  to  the  north-west  coruer  of 
Jasper  County. 

J.  Knotts  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table  : 
pending  which  the  previous  question  was  ordered,  on 
motion  of  J.  O.  Rich. 

The  amendment  was  lost  on  a  count  vote  of  99  to 
129,  and  the  report  as  to  the  boundaries  of  Iowa  Con- 
ference was  then  adopted. 

It  Avas  moved  that  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
Kansas  Conference  be  the  thirty-sixth  parallel  of  north 
latitude,  and  tlie  amendment  prevailed. 

The  boundaries  of  New  York  Conference  were 
changed  by  adding  the  words,  "  including  Gaylords- 
ville." 

W.  H.  Goode  moved  the  following  amendment  as  to 

the  boundaries  of  the  North  Indiana  Conference : 

Resolved,  That  this  report  be  amended  by  restoring  the  bound- 
aries of  North  Indiana  Conference  as  the_y  were  prior  to  the  changes 
of  1868,  and  tliat  the  boundaries  of  South-eastern  Indiana  Confer- 
ence be  conformed  to  this  amendment. 

W.  H.  Goode  called  for  the  previous  question,  and 
the  call  was  sustained  ;  but  the  amendment  did  not 
prevail,  and  the  report  as  to  the  boundaries  of  this 
Conference  was  adopted. 

W.  H.  Black  moved  to  reconsider  the  action  by 
which  Harrisburgh  wns  taken  from  the  Philadelphia 
and  placed  in  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Conference. 
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A  motion  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table  prevailed,     J^ne  4. 
•on  a  count  vote  of  157  lor  to  66  agamst.  Day. 

S.  W,  Thomas  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  s.  w.  Thomas's 

n  ,,  T    ,,  .        „    .  '  ,  ^  ^     ,  Amendment  to 

words  "and     and  "exceptmoj"  in  the  last  part  oi  the    Bounfiariee  of 

■^        ^  ^  Philadelphia 

report.  Conference. 

S.  Barnes  moved  the  followinor  substitute  for  S.  W.  Barnes's    Sub- 

»  stitute. 

Thomas's  motion,  namely : 

Beginning  after  the  phrase  "on  the  north,"  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing, "by  the  north  lines  of  Dauphin,  Schuylkill,  Carbon,  and 
Monroe  Counties,  except  Ashland  and  Beaver  Meadow  Circuit,"  and 
insert,  "by  the  crest  of  the  Broad  Mountain  from  the  Susquehanna 
River  to  the  Lehigh  River,  thence  by  the  Lehigh  River  and  tlie 
northern  boundary  of  Monroe  County  to  the  place  of  beginning,  ex- 
cept Hickory  Run  Circuit." 

J.  Kiger  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  tlie  table,  ^'^o''n\"e'^b}^'*^ 
and  the  motion  prevailed. 

Pending  a  motion  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  Amendment  of 

«=  ^  S.W.Thomas 

table,  a  call  for  the  previous  question  prevailed ;  the     lost,  and  Ke- 
amendment  was  lost,  and  the  report  was  adopted.  Boundanesof 

™,       .  ,.     ,  1      .  ,       T-.-        1  ,  Philadelphia 

ihe  Items  ot  the  report  relating  to  the  fittsburgli,      Conference. 

adopted 

Providence,  Rock  River,  South  Carolina,  South-eastern  other  items  of 
Indiana,  South-west  German,  Saint  Louis,  Tennessee,     Boundlrtes"" 
Texas,  Troy,  Upper  Iowa,  West  Wisconsin,  Washing-     adopted. 
ton,  and  Wisconsin  Conferences  were  adopted. 

E.  Q.  Fuller  offered  the  following  resolution,  which.  Fuller's Resoiu- 

on  motion  of  Joseph  Middleton,  was  laid  on  the  table :     gia  and  Ala- 
bama Confer- 
Resolvtd,  That  the  members  of  the  Georgia  and  Alabama  Confer-      the  tobri*^  *"* 
ences  be  and  liereby  are  authorized  to  organize  a  conference  or  con- 
ferences during  the  next  four  years,  provided  that  a  majority  of 
them  deem  it  important  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Church  to  do  so, 
the  Bishop  presiding  concurring. 

The  appended  resolutions  of  Committee  on  Bound-  Kesoiutions  of 

p  .  Committee  on 

aries  in  reierence  to  various  Conferences  were  adopted,    Boundaries 

.    .  I  1     .  1  .    1  ,    .  -.  -1  -1  -1  adopted,     and 

except  the  seventh  item,  which  was  laid  on  the  table,    Report   as  & 
and  the  report  as  a  whole  was  adopted,  as  follows :        ^  oea  op 

BOUNDARIES — REPORT  NO.  IV. 

The  Committee  on  Boundaries  present  the  following  final  report 
on  Conference  lines : 

ABKAN8A8   CONFERENCE. 

1.  Arkansas  Conference  shall  include  tlie  State  of  Arkansas  and    Arkansas 
the  Indian  country  west  of  the  State. 

ALABAMA  CONFERENCE. 

2.  Alabama  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Alabama.  Alabama. 

27 
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BALTIMORE   OONFEKENCE. 

3.  Baltimore  Conference  shall  embrace  the  District  of  Columbia, 
the  Western  Shore  of  Maryland,  excepting  so  much  of  Alleghany 
County  as  lies  west  of  the  dividing  ridge  of  the  Alleghany  Mount- 
ains, and  including  so  much  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  as  lies 
within  the  Hancock,  Alleghany,  and  Frostburgh  Circuits,  the  County 
of  Frederick,  the  city  of  Fredericksburg,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  the  counties  of  Jeflerson,  Berkeley,  Morgan,  Hampshire,  Min- 
eral, Hardy,  Pendleton,  and  Grant,  in  the  State  of  West  Virginia. 


CALIFORNIA   CONFERENCE. 

California.  4.  California  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  California  ly- 

ing west  of  the  summit  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains  and  the 
Sandwich  Islands. 

CENTRAL   GERMAN   CONFERENCE. 
Central      Ger-        5.  Central  German  Conference  shall  comprise  the  German  work 
man.  within  the  States  of  Ohio,  West  Virginia,  Michigan,  and  Indiana, 

except  those  appointments  belonging  at  present  to  the  Chicago 
German  Conference;  also,  the  German  work  in  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tennes.see,  and  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  also  include  Gol- 
conda  and  Metropolis,  Illinois. 

CENTRAL   ILLINOIS   CONFERENCE. 

Central  Illinois.  6.  Central  Ihinois  Conference  shall  embrace  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  north  of  the  Illinois  Conference  and  south  of  the  follow- 
ing hue,  namely :  Beginning  on  the  Mississippi  River  at  the  Mere- 
dosia,  thence  down  the  Meredosia  to  its  mouth;  thence  easterly  to 
Center  School-House,  so  as  to  include  Center  Society;  thence  to 
the  mouth  of  Mud  Creek;  thence  up  Green  River  to  Coal  Creek; 
thence  up  said  creek  to  the  Chicago  and  Rock  Island  Railroad; 
thence  along  said  railroad  to  Bureau  Junction :  thence  to  the  Illi- 
nois River ;  thence  up  said  river  and  the  Kankakee  to  the  Indiana 
State  line,  leaving  the  city  of  Ottawa  in  the  Rock  River  Conference, 
and  Aroma  and  Bureau  Junction  in  the  Central  Illinois  Conference. 


Central 
York. 


CENTRAL  NEW  YORK  CONFERENCE. 

7.  Central  New  York  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the 
west  by  the  Western  New  York  Conference,  extending  into  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  so  as  to  include  Troy  District;  on  the  east  by 
the  west  line  of  Tioga  County  and  the  west  line  of  the  town  of 
Danby  to  its  junction  with  the  town  of  Ithaca;  thence  by  a  line 
running  easterly,  north  of  Slaterville,  Harford,  Marathon,  and  Wil- 
lett,  to  the  west  line  of  Chenango  County ;  thence  northerly  to  the 
north  line  of  said  county,  excluding  all  of  Chenango  District  in 
Chenango  County;  thence  easterly  on  the  northern  line  of  said 
county  to  the  Midland  Railroad,  and  on  the  east  and  north  by  the 
Northern  New  York  Conference. 


CENTRAL   OHIO   CONFERENCE. 

Central  Ohio.  8.  Central  Ohio  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by 

the  north  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio ;  on  the  east  by  the  North  Ohio 
Conference ;  on  the  south  by  the  Springfield  branch  of  the  Cleve- 
land, Columbus,  and  Cincinnati  Railroad  to  the  west  line  of  the 
Ohio  Conference,  yet  so  as  to  exclude  St.  Paul's  Charge  in  Delaware 
and  Milford,  and  to  include  Marysville;  thence  to  the  west  line  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  by  the  north  line  of  ilie  Cincinnati  Conference; 
and  on  the  west  by  the  west  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
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Day. 

Central 


9.  Central  Pennsj'lvania  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  follows 
On  the  south  by  the  State  line  from  the  Susquehanna  River  to  the    ""^Yvania! 
west  boundary  of  Bedford  County,  excepting  so  much  of  the  Slate 
of  Pennsylvauia  as  is  included  in  the  Baltimore  Conference;  on  the 

west  by  the  west  line  of  Bedford,  Blair,  and  Clearfield  Counties,  ex- 
cept so  much  of  Clearfield  County  as  is  embraced  in  the  Erie  Con- 
ference ;  thence  to  Saint  Mary's ;  on  the  north  by  a  line  extending 
from  Saint  Mary's  eastward  to  Emporium  ;  thence  by  the  southern 
boundary  of  Potter  and  Tioga  Counties,  including  Wharton,  or  any 
part  south  of  the  mountain  ridge  in  Potter  County,  except  such 
portion  of  Tioga  as  is  in  Libcrt.y  Valley  Circuit ;  thence  through 
Sullivan  County  north  of  Laporte,  to  the  west  line  of  Wyoming 
County ;  on  the  east  by  Wyoming  Conference  to  the  north  line  of 
the  Philadelphia  Conference ;  thence  on  the  northern  line  of  Car- 
bon, Schuylkill,  and  Dauphin  Counties  to  the  Susquehanna  River, 
including  Ashland,  Beaver  Meadow,  and  Whitehaven  Circuits; 
thence  by  the  Susquehanna  River  to  the  place  of  beginning,  includ- 
ing Harrisburg. 

CHICAGO   GERMAN  CONFERENCE. 

10.  Chicago   German  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of    Chicago      Ger- 
Wisconsin,  except  those  appointments  along  the  Mississippi  River      ™*''' 

and  that  part  of  the  State  of  Illinois  north  of  an  east  and  west  line 
passing  along  the  nortli  line  of  the  City  of  Bloomington,  (also  except- 
ing the  territory  now  in  the  South-west  German  Conference,)  and 
east  of  a  north  and  south  line  passing  through  the  cit}'  of  Freeport, 
and  that  part  of  the  State  of  Indiana  west  of  the  line  between  the 
counties  of  St.  Joseph  and  Elkhart,  and  north  of  the  line  between 
Stark  and  Pulaski  Counties.     It  shall  also  include  Danville,  Illinois 


CINCINNATI   CONFERENCE. 

11.  Cincinnati  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  line   Cincinnati, 
commencing  at  the  south-west  corner  of  Darke  County  in  the  State 

of  Ohio;  thence  easterly  to  the  north-west  corner  of  the  Ohio  Con- 
ference, so  as  to  leave  Bellefontaine  and  Delaware  Districts  in  the 
Central  Ohio  Conference  ;  on  the  east  by  the  Ohio  Conference  ;  on 
the  south  by  the  Ohio  River ;  and  on  the  west  by  the  State  of  In- 
diana, except  so  much  of  a  variation  of  that  hne  as  to  attach 
pjlizabeth,  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  to  the  South-eastern  Indiana 
Conference. 

COIiORADO   CONFERENCE. 

12.  Colorado  Conference   shall   include   Colorado   Territory  and   Colorado, 
that  part  of  the  Territory  of  Wyoming  lying  north  of  Colorado. 

DELAWARE   CONFERENCE. 

13.  Delaware   Conference   shall  include  the  territory   north  and   Delaware, 
west  of  the  Washington  Conference,  and  east  of  the  summit  of  the 
Alleghany  Mountains. 

DEB  MOINES   CONFERENCE. 

14.  Des  Moines  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of   Des  Moines. 
Iowa  west  and  south  of  tlie  following  lines :  Beginning  at  the  south- 
east corner  of  Wayne  County ;  thence  north  to  the  south  line  of 
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Marshall  County,  (leaving  Knoxville  to  the  Iowa  Conference,  and 
Monroe  to  tlie  Des  Moines  Conference:)  thence  west  to  the  south- 
east corner  of  Story  County ;  thence  north  to  the  north-eaat  corner 
of  Story  County ;  thence  west  to  the  north-east  corner  of  Crawford 
County;  thence  south  to  the  north  line  of  township  eighty-three; 
thence  west  to  the  east  line  of  Monona  County;  thence  south  and 
west  on  the  line  of  Monona  County  to  the  Missouri  River. 


DETBOIT   CONFERENCE, 

15.  Detroit  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  east  of  the  principal  meridian,  and  alao  the  Upper 
Peninsula. 

EAST  GERMAN   COXFEREXCE. 

16.  East  German  Conference  shall  embrace  the  German  work  east 
of  the  Alleghany  Mountains. 

EAST  MAINE   CONFERENCE. 

17.  East  Maine  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Maine  not  included  in  the  Maine  Conference. 


ERIE   CONFERENCE. 

18.  Erie  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lake  Erie, 
on  the  east  by  a  line  commencing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus 
Creek  ;  thence  up  said  creek  to  the  village  of  Gowanda,  leaving  said 
Tillage  in  the  Genesee  Conference ;  thence  to  the  Alleghany 
River  at  the  mouth  of  the  Timungwant  Creek;  thence  up  said 
Creek  southward  to  the  ridge  dividing  between  the  waters  of  Clarion 
and  Sinnemahoning  Creeks ;  thence  southward  to  the  head  of  Ma- 
honing Creek;  thence  down  said  creek,  exclusive  of  the  Milton 
Society,  but  including  Finley  Society  in  tlie  Punxutawney  Circuit, 
and  Putneyville  in  the  Bethlehem  Circuit,  to  the  Alleghany  River; 
thence  across  said  river  in  a  north-westerly  direction  to  the  Western 
Reserve  Line,  including  the  north  part  of  Butler  County  and  New- 
castle, and  also  including  Petersburgh :  thence  west  to  the  Ohio 
Canal;  thence  along  said  canal  to  Lake  Erie,  includmg  Akron  and  all 
of  Cleveland  lying  east  of  the  Cuyaiioga  River. 


FLORIDA   CONFERENCE. 
19.  Florida  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Florida. 


Georgia. 


GEORGIA   CONFERENCE. 
20.  Georgia  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Georgia. 


GERMANY  AND   SWITZERLAND   CONFEEENCE. 

Germany     and       21.  Germany  and  Switzerland  Conference  shall  include  the  work 
Bwitzerlond.      in  Germany  and  those  portions  of  France  and  Switzerland  where 
the  German  language  is  spoken. 


HOLSTON  CONFERENCE. 

22.  Holston  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  east  by  Virgm- 
ia;  on  the  north  by  Virginia  and  Kentucky;  on  the  west  by  the 
western  summit  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains ;  on  the  south  by 
Georgia  and  the  Blue  Ridge,  including  that  portion  of  North 
Carolina  not  within  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 
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Day. 
23.  Illinois  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of  luinois. 
Illiuois  not  witliin  the  Southern  Illinois  Conference,  south  of  the 
following  line,  namely:  Beginning  at  Warsaw  on  the  Mississippi 
River;  thence  to  Vermont;  tlience  to  the  mouth  of  Spoon  River; 
thence  up  the  Illinois  River  to  the  north-west  corner  of  Mason 
County ;  thence  to  the  junction  of  the  Central  and  the  Alton  and 
Chicago  Railroads;  thence  to  the  south-west  corner  of  Iroquois 
County;  tlience  east  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  leaving  Vermont, 
Mackinaw  Circuit,  and  Normal  in  the  Central  IlUnois,  and  Warsaw 
and  Bloomington  in  the  Illinois  Conference. 


ESDIA   CONFERENCE. 


India. 


24.  India  Conference  shall  include  the  provinces  of  Oudh  and 
Rohilcund  and  Cawnpore  in  the  north-west  provinces,  and  Kumaon 
and  Gurliwal  on  the  Himalaya  Mountains. 


INDIANA   CONFERENCE. 

25.  Indiana  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  and  east    Indiana. 
by  a  line  beginning  where  the  National  Road  intersects  the  west 

line  of  the  State  of  Indiana;  thence  along  said  road  to  Terre  Haute; 
thence  along  the  St.  Louis,  Vandalia,  Terre  Haute,  and  Indianapolis 
Railroad  to  the  corporation  line  of  Indianapolis ;  thence  north  and 
east  by  said  corporation  line  to  the  Michigan  Road ;  thence  south 
by  said  road  to  the  Indianapolis  and  Lafayette  Railroad ;  thence 
south  by  said  railroad  to  Third-street;  thence  east  by  Third-street 
to  Meridian-street;  thence  soutli  by  Meridian-street,  Madison 
Avenue,  and  Madison  Pike  to  the  southern  limits  of  the  city ;  thence 
west  to  White  River ;  thence  down  said  river  to  the  west  line  of 
Johnson  County;  thence  south  on  the  west  line  of  Johnson, 
Brown,  Jackson,  Scott,  and  Clark  Counties  to  the  Ohio  River;  on 
the  south  by  the  Ohio  River;  and  on  the  west  by  the  State  of 
niiaois. 

IOWA  CONFERENCE. 

26.  Iowa  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Mis-  Iowa. 
sissippi  River;  on  the  south  by  the  Missouri  State  Line;  on  the 
west  and  north  by  a  line  commencing  at  the  south-west  corner  of 
Appanoose  County;  thence  north  to  Marshall  County,  leaving 
Knoxville  in  the  Iowa  Conference  and  Monroe  in  the  Des  Moines 
Conference;  thence  on  the  south  line  of  Marshall  County  due  east 

to  Iowa  River;  thence  down  said  river  to  Iowa  City;  thence  on  the 
Chicago,  Rock  Island,  and  Pacific  Railroad  to  Davenport,  leaving 
Davenport  and  Iowa  City  in  Upper  Iowa  Conference,  and  all  inter- 
mediate towns  in  Iowa  Conference. 


KANSAS   CONFERENCE, 

27.  Kansas  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Kansas  and  so 
much  of  the  Indian  Territory  south  thereof  as  lies  north  of  the 
thirty-sixth  parallel  of  north  latitude. 


KENTUCKY  CONFERENCE. 
28.  Kentucky  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Kentucky.        Kentucky. 
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LEXINGTON    CONFEKENCE. 


29.  Lexington  Conference  shall  include  the  States  of  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  and  Indiana. 

LIBEKIA   CONFEEENCE. 

30.  Liberia  Conference  shall  embrace  the  western  coast  of  Africa. 

LOtTISIANA  CONPERENCE. 

31.  Louisiana  Conference  sliall  include  tlie  State  of  Louisiana. 

MAINE   CONFERENCE, 

32.  Maine  Conference  shall  include  tliat  part  of  the  State  of 
Maine  west  of  the  Kennebec  River  from  its  mouth  to  the  great  bend 
below  Skowhegan,  nnd  of  a  line  running  thence  north  to  the  State 
hne,  including  Skowhegan  and  Augusta,  and  also  that  part  of  New 
Hampshire  east  of  the  White  Hills,  and  north  of  the  waters  of 
Ossipee  Lake  and  the  town  of  Gorham. 

MICHIGAN  CONFERENCE. 

33.  Michigan  Conference  sliall  include  the  State  of  Michigan  west 
of  the  principal  meridian  in  the  Lower  Peninsula. 

MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE. 

34.  Minnesota  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Minnesota. 


MiBsissippl, 


MISSISSIPPI  CONFERENCE. 

35.  Mississippi  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Mississippi 


MISSOURI  CONFERENCE. 

36.  Missouri  Conference  shall  include  so  much  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  as  lies  north  of  the  Missouri  River. 

NEBRASKA  CONFERENCE. 

37.  Nebraska  Conference  shall  embrace  the  State  of  Nebraska. 

NEVADA  CONFERENCE. 

38.  Nevada  Conference  shall  include  Nevada  and  so  much  of 
California  as  lies  east  of  the  west  summit  of  the  Sierra  Nevada 
Mountams. 

NEWARK  CONFERENCE. 

39.  Newark  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  not  included  in  the  New  Jersey  Conference.  Staten 
Island,  and  so  much  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  as  lies  within 
the  Jersey  City  and  Newton  Districts. 


NEW  ENGLAND  CONFERENCE. 

New  England.  40.  New  England  Conference  shall  include  all   of  Massachusetts 

east  of  the  Green  Mountains  not  included  in  the  New  Hampshire 
and  Providence  Conferences. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE  CONFERENCE. 

41.  New  Hampshire  Conference  shall  include  New  Hampshire, 
except  that  part  within  the  Maine  Conference ;  also  that  part  of 
Massachusetts  north-east  of  the  Merrimac  River. 


Jtxtie  4. 

THtBTIETH 

Day. 
New       Hamp- 
shire. 


NEW  JERSEY  CONFEEENCB. 

42.  New  Jersey  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  New  Jersey    New  Jersey, 
south  of  tlie  following  line,  namely  :  Commencing  at  Raritan  Bay ; 

thence  up  said  bay  and  river  to  New  Brunswick;  thence  along  the 
turnpike  road  to  Lambertville  on  the  Delaware,  including  the  city 
of  New  Brunswick  and  Lambertville  Station. 

NEW  YORK  CONFERENCE. 

43.  New  York  Conference  shall  consist  of  the  territory  now  in    New  York, 
the  New  York,  Poughkeepsie,  (including  Gaylordsville,)  Newburgh, 
Prattsville,  Ellenville,  and  Rhiuebeck  Districts. 

NEW  YORK  EAST  CONFERENCE. 

44.  New  York   East    Conference   shall  include  the   New  York,    ^^^^^      "5^"* 
Bridgeport,  New  Haven,  and  the  two  Long  Island  Districts,  including 

those  charges  in  the  city  of  New  York  east  of  a  line  running 
through  Third  Avenue,  Bowery,  Chatham-street,  Park  Row,  and 
Broadway. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE. 

45.  North  Carolina  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  North    North  Carolina. 
Carolina,  excepting  the  ten  counties  west  of  Wautauga  County  and 

the  Blue  Ridge. 


NORTHERN  NEW  YORK  CONFERENCE. 

46.  Northern  New  York  Conference  shall  include  so  much  of  the 
county  of  Franklin  as  is  not  within  the  Troy  Conference,  and  all 
of  the  counties  of  St.  Lawrence,  Jefferson,  Lewis,  Oneida,  and 
Herkimer,  and  all  of  Oswego  County  except  Phenix  and  Brewer- 
ton,  and  so  much  of  the  county  of  Madison  as  lies  on  and  east  of 
the  New  York  and  Midland  Railroad,  together  with  Cherry  Valley 
and  Springfield  in  Otsego  County,  Sharon  Springs  in  Schoharie 
County,  and  Prey's  Bush,  Ames,  and  St.  Johnsville  in  Montgomery 
County. 


Northern 
York. 


NORTH  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

47.  North  Indiana  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Michigan ;  on  the  east  by  Ohio,  including  Union  City ;  on  the  south 
by  the  National  Road,  from  the  State  line  west  to  Marion  County, 
thence  north  to  the  north-east  corner  of  said  county,  thence  west  to 
the  Michigan  Road ;  on  the  west  by  said  Michigan  Road  to  South 
Bend,  and  thence  by  the  St.  Joseph  River  to  the  Michigan  State 
line,  including  Logansport  and  all  towns  on  the  National  Road  east 
of  Indianapolis. 


NORTH  OHIO  CONFERENCE. 

48.  Nortli  Ohio  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  the    North  Ohio. 
Ohio  State  line ;  ou  the  east  by  Erie  Conference,  and  Tuscarawas 
and  Muskingum  Rivers,  to  Dresden ;  on  the  soutli  by  Ohio  Confer- 
euce,  including  Utica,  Homer,  aud  Galena  Circuits,  and  excluding 
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Stratford;  on  the  west  by  themain  road  passing  through  Delaware 
and  Marion  to  Upper  Sandusky,  and  the  Sandusky  River,  excluding 
so  much  of  the  town  of  Delaware  as  lies  west  of  the  Olentangy 
River,  and  also  excluding  the  towns  of  Marion,  Fremont,  and  Upper 
Sandusky,  and  including  Tiffin. 


NORTH-"WEST  GERMAN  CONFEEEKCE. 

49.  North-west  German  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of 
Minnesota  and  that  part  of  the  State  of  Iowa  north  of  an  east 
and  west  line  passing  along  the  south  line  of  the  city  of  Clinton,  and 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Illinois  lying  west  of  the  bounds  of  the 
Chicago  German  Conference. 


North-west  In- 
diana. 


NORTH-WEST  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

50.  North-west  Indiana  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Lake  Michigan  and  the  State  line ;  on  the  east  by  the  St.  Joseph 
River  and  the  Michigan  Road  :  on  the  south  by  the  Indiana  Confer- 
ence :  and  on  the  west  by  Illinois,  including  all  the  towns  on  the 
Michigan  Road  except  Logansport,  and  all  the  towns  on  the  south- 
ern boundary. 


North-west 
Iowa. 


NORTH-WEST  IOWA  CONFERENCE. 

51.  North-west  Iowa  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Iowa  west  of  the  Upper  Iowa  and  north  of  the  Des  Moines 
Conferences,  and  shall  also  include  Dakota  Territory. 


OHIO  CONFERENCE, 

Ohio.  52.  Ohio  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  follows :  Commencing 

on  the  Muskingum  River  south  of  Dresden ;  thence  down  said  river 
to  the  Ohio  River,  including  Zanesville  and  Marietta;  thence  down 
the  Ohio  River  to  tiie  mouth  of  Ohio  Brush  Creek;  tlience  north  to 
the  south-east  corner  of  Fayette  County ;  thence  north-west  to  the 
west  line  of  Fayette  County :  thence  north  on  the  west  lice  of  the 
Fayette  and  Madison  Counties  to  the  Springfield  branch  of  the 
Cleveland,  Columbus,  and  Cincinnati  Railroad,  leaving  Vienna,  Dun- 
barton,  and  Sinking  Springs  Circuits  west  of  said  line;  thence  east 
on  the  southern  boundaries  of  Central  Ohio  and  North  Ohio  Confer- 
ences to  the  place  of  beginning,  including  Milford,  Stratford,  and 
St.  Paul's  Charge  in  Delaware. 

OREGK)N  CONFERENCE. 

Oregon.  53.  Oregon   Conference   shall  include  the  State  of  Oregon  and 

"Washington  Territory,  and  so  much  of  what  is  known  as  Goose  Lake 
Valley  as  lies  within  the  State  of  Oregon. 

PHILADELPHIA  CONFERENCE. 

Philadelphia.  54.  Philadelpliia  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  east  by  the 

Delaware  River ;  on  the  south  by  the  Pennsylvania  State  line ;  on 

the  west  by  the  Susquehanna  River,  excluding  Harrisburgh ;  on  the 

north  by  the  north  lines  of  Dauphin,  Schuylkill,  Carbon,  and  Monroe 

*"'  Counties,  excepting  Ashland  and  Beaver  Meadows  Circuit. 


PrTTSBURGH  CONFERENCE. 


Pitteburgh.  55.  Pittsburgh  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  nortli  by  Erie 

Conference ;  on  the  east  by  the  summit  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain? 
to  the  southern  boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  excluding  New  Wash 
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infrton  Circuit :  thence  west  along  the  line  of  the  West  Virginia 
Conference  to  the  Ohio  River;  thence  down  said  river  to  Muskin- 
gum Hiver,  excluding  Marietta  and  Zanesville ;  thence  up  said  river 
to  the  line  of  Erie  Conference,  including  Massillon,  and  excluding 
the  towns  of  Fulton  and  Clinton. 


June  4. 

TinBTIETH 
DAT. 


PROVIDENCE  COMFEKEXCE. 

56.  Providence  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  Connecticut    Providence, 
east  of  Connecticut  River:  tiie  State  of  Rhode  Island,  with  Millville 

and  Blackstone  in  Massachusetts ;  and  also  that  part  of  Massachu- 
setts soutli-east  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  north-east  corner  of  Rhode 
Island  to  the  mouth  of  Xeponset  River,  leaving  Walpole  Station, 
Foiborough,  and  Quincv  Point  in  New  England  Conference. 

ROCK   RIVER   CO>TERENCE. 

57.  Rock  River   Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  Illinois    Rock  River, 
north  of  Central  Illinois  Conference. 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  CONFEKENCE. 

58.  Rocky  Mountain  Conference  shall  include  the  Territories  of    Eocky   Monnt- 
tltah,  Idaho,  and  Montana,  and  that  portjon  of  Wyoming  Territory      lin- 
net included  in  the  Colorado  Conference. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE, 

59.  South  Carolina  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  South    Sonth  Carolina. 
Carolina. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  INDIANA  CONFEEENCE. 


60.  South-eastern  Indiana  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  fol- 
lows, namely:  Beginning  at  the  crossing  of  Meridian  and  Third 
streets,  in  the  city  of  IiidianapoUs  ;  thence  west  by  said  Third-street 
to  the  Indianapohs  and  Lafayette  Railroad;  thence  north  on  said 
railroad  to  the  Michigan  Road;  thence  on  said  road  to  the  north 
line  of  Marion  County;  thence  east  on  said  county  line  to  the 
north-east  corner  of  said  county ;  thence  south  on  the  east  line  of 
said  county  to  the  National  Road ;  thence  east  on  said  road  to  the 
State  line ;  on  the  east  by  Ohio,  so  as  to  include  Elizabeth,  Hamil- 
ton County,  Ohio;  on  the  south  by  the  Ohio  River;  and  on  the  west 
by  the  Indiana  Conference. 


South-eastern 
Indiana. 


SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE. 

61.  Southern  Illinois  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  Southern 
State  of  Illinois  south  of  the  following  line,  namely :  Beginning  at  ''*''^* 
the  mouth  of  Illinois  River ;  thence  up  said  river  to  the  north-west 
comer  of  Jersey  County,  including  Kane  and  Woodbury;  thence  to 
Honey  Point;  thence  to  Hillsborough,  leaving  it  in  the  Illinois  Con- 
ference; thence  east  through  Fayette  and  Effingham  Counties  to 
the  north-east  corner  of  Jasper  County;  thence  on  the  north  line 
of  Jasper  and  Crawford  Counties  to  the  Wabash  River. 


SOUTH-WEST  6ERKAN  CONFERENCE. 

62.  South-west  German  Conference  shall  comprise  the  German  South-west 
work  formerly  connected  with  Illinois,  Southern  Illinois,  and  Kansas  German, 
Conferences,  and  the  German  District  of  Upper  Iowa  Conference. 
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Thirtietu  ST.   LOUIS  CONFERENCE. 

St  Lonb^  ^3-  ^*-  I'ouis  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Missouri  lying 

south  of  Missouri  River. 

TENNESSEE  CONFERENCE. 

Tennessee.  64.  Tennessee  Conference  shall  include  that  portion  of  Tennessee 

not  included  in  the  Holston  Conference. 

TEXAS  CONFERENCE. 
Texas.  65.  Texas  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Texas. 


TROY  CONFERENCE. 

'Proy.  66.  Troy  Conference  shall  include  Troy,  Albany,  Saratoga,  Platts- 

burgh,  and  Cambridge  Districts,  and  Burlington  District  in 
Vermont. 

UPPER  IOWA  CONFERENCE. 

Upper  Iowa.  67.  Upper  Iowa  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Beginning  at  the  north-east  corner  of  tlie  State  of  Iowa;  thence 
down  tlie  Mississippi  River  to  Davenport ;  thence  west  on  the  north, 
line  of  Iowa  Conference  to  the  south-east  corner  of  Story  County ; 
tlieuce  north  to  the  State  line  so  as  to  include  Iowa  Falls ;  thence 
east  on  said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

VERMONT  CONFERENCE. 

Vermont.  68.  Vermont  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Vermont,  ex- 

cepting that  part  within  the  Troy  Conference. 

VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 

Virginia.  69.  Virginia  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of  Virginia  not 

embraced  in  the  Baltimore  and  Wilmington  Conferences,  and  also 
the  coinilies  of  Pocahontas,  Green  Brier,  and  Monroe  in  the  State 
of  West  Virginia. 

WASHINGTON  CONFERENCE. 

Washington.  70.  Washington  Conference  shall  include  Western  Maryland,  the 

District  of  Columbia,  and  Virginia. 

WESTERN  NEW   YORK  CONFERENCE. 

"Western    New       71.  Western  New  York  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of 
Tork.  the  Stale  of  New  York  lying  west  of  the  towns  of  Williamson, 

Marion,  and  Palmyra  in  Wayne  County,  of  the  towns  of  Farming- 
ton  and  Canandaigua  in  Ontario  County,  of  Yates  and  Scliuyler 
Counties,  and  of  the  towns  of  Hornby,  Corning,  and  Caton  in 
Steubeu  County,  excepting  the  village  of  Painted  Post,  and  except- 
ing also  that  part  of  Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua  Counties  now 
included  in  the  Erie  Conference,  together  with  so  much  of  Potter 
County,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  is  not  included  in  the 
Central  Pennsylvania  Conference,  and  also  the  Brookfield  Charge; 
and  so  much  of  M'Kean  County  as  is  embraced  in  the  Clean  Dis- 
trict. 
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WEST  VIRGINIA  CONTERESCE. 

72.  West  Virginia  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  follows :  Be- 
ginniuti  at  the  south-west  corner  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania; 
thence  along  said  line  to  the  north-east  corner  of  Ohio  County, 
West  Virginia,  so  as  to  include  Wheeling  Creek  Mission  and  Tria- 
delphia  Circuit;  thence  the  most  direct  way  to  Short  Creek,  so  as 
to  include  Short  Creek  and  Liberty  Circuit ;  thence  down  said  creek 
to  the  Ohio  River ;  tlience  down  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big 
Sandy  River ;  on  the  west  by  the  State  line ;  on  the  south  and 
east  "by  Virginia  and  Baltimore  Conferences,  to  the  Pennsylvania 
State  line;  thence  westward  along  said  line  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning. 


Jvine  4. 

Thiktieth 

Day. 

West  Virginia. 


WEST  WISCOKSm  CONFERENCE. 

73.  West  Wisconsin  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the   West    Wiscon- 
State  of  Wisconsin  not  embraced  in  the  Wisconsin  Conference.  ^">- 

WELMXNGTON  CONFERENCE. 

74.  Wilmington  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Delaware  WEmington. 
and  the  Eastern  Shores  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

WISCONSIN  CONFERENCE. 

75.  Wisconsin  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State  Wisconsin, 
of  Wisconsin  lying  east  and  north  of  a  line  beginning  at  the  south- 
east corner  of  Greene  County,  on  the  south  line  of  the  State ;  thence 

north  on  the  range  line  between  ranges  nine  (9)  and  ten  (10)  east, 
to  the  north  hne  of  town  twenty  (20) ;  thence  west  on  the  said  line 
to  the  east  line  of  Range  one  (1)  east;  thence  north  on  said  line  to 
the  north  line  of  town  "forty  (40);  thence  west  on  said  line  to  the 
State  line  on  the  west. 

WYOMING  CONFERENCE. 

76.  The  Wyoming  Conference  shall  include  the  southern  part  of    Wyoming. 
tlie  State  of  New  York  not  included  in  the  Xew  York,   Central 

New  York,  and  Western  New  York  Conferences,  and  that  part  of 
Pennsylvania  bounded  on  the  west  by  Central  New  York  Confer- 
ence, including  the  territory  east  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  on  the 
south  by  the  Central  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  and  Newark  Con- 
ferences, including  Narrowsburgh,  and  on  the  east  by  the  Newark 
and  New  York  Conferences. 


The  Committee  on  Boundaries  also  offer  the  following  resolutions 
for  adoption: 

Rtsolvad,  1.  That  the  Missouri  and  St.  Louis  Conferences  be  per- 
mitted to  organize,  during  the  next  four  years,  a  Conference  to  in- 
clude tlie  States  of  Missouri  and  Kansas :  Provided  a  majority  of  the 
colored  ministers  of  these  Conferences  desire  it  and  tlie  Bishop  pre- 
siding concur. 

Resolved,  2.  That  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Oregon  Confer- 
ence, with  the  consent  of  the  presiding  Bishop,  may  divide  their 
territory  into  two  Conferences,  by  such  line  as  they  shall  agree  upon, 
at  any  time  between  this  and  tiie  ensuing  General  Conference. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  California  Conference  be  and  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  divide  its  territory,  during  the  coming  four  years,  sliould  a 
majority  of  the  Conference  vote  for  division  and  the  Bishop  presiding 
concur  in  said  action. 


Missouri  and 
St.  Louis 
Conferences 
may  organizo 
new  Confer- 
ence. 

Oregon  Confer- 
ence may  di- 
vide. 


California  Con- 
ference may 
divide. 
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Kansas  Oonfer- 
enoe  may  di- 
vide. 

Minnesota  Con- 
fiTenco  may 
divide. 


Method    of  de- 
termining 
Conference 
Boundaries. 


Resolved,  4.  That  in  tlie  event  of  the  division  of  the  California 
Conference,  the  Bishop  who  may  preside  at  said  Conference  when 
such  action  is  liad  be  and  hereby  is  empowered  to  nnite  the  north- 
ern part  of  tlie  State  of  Cahfornia  with  the  Nevada  Conference,  tho 
said  Nevada  Conference  concurring. 

Resolved,  5.  That  the  Kansas  Conference  be  and  hereby  is  em- 
powered to  divide  its  territory  during  the  next  four  years  if  it  judge 
best  and  the  presiding  Bishop  concur. 

Resolved,  6.  That  the  Minnesota  Conference  be  and  hereby  is  em- 
powered to  divide  its  territory  at  any  time  between  the  General 
Conferences  of  1872  and  1876,  upon  such  lines  as  maybe  agreed 
upon  by  said  Conference,  the  Bishop  presiding  concurring. 

On  the  subject  of  adjudicating  Conference  boundaries  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  referred  to  this  Committee,  your  Committee 
would  report  for  adoption  tlie  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  clause  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline: 
The  General  Conference  shall  appoint  a  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
to  consist  of  three  members  from  each  Mission  District,  to  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  delegntes  of  that  district,  over  which  one  of  the 
Bishops  shall  preside,  and  of  which  twenty-four  shall  constitute  a 
quorum.  All  matters  pertaining  to  Conference  boundaries  shall  be 
referred  to  this  Committee,  and  its  decision  shall  be  final. 


Trustees      of       The  foUowinsj  persons    were   elected   Trustees   of 

John-Street       -r    ,       o  /->(i   ^     T     -»-r         -n-      i       . 

Church, N.Y.  Johu-htreet  Church,  New  York  city,  to  wit: 

TRUSTEES   OF   JOHN-STREET   CHURCH. 

Benjamin  F.  Weymouth,     Charles  H.  Applegate, 
Edward  Allen,  John  Bentley, 

William  Collins,  George  Sperling, 

F.  G.  Smith,  Royal  G.  Millard, 

H.  D.  Rolph. 

The  following  Publishing  Committee  for  the  Pitts- 
burgh Advocate  was  nominated  and  appointed: 

PUBLISHING  COMMITTEE   PITTSBURGH  ADVOCATE. 

Pittsburgh — Andrew  J.  Endsley,  John  W.  Baker, 
James  S.  Bracken. 

Erie — Alva  Burgess,  John  Graham. 

West  Virginia — Samuel  Steele,  J.  W.  Webb. 


Publishing 
Committee 
Pittsburgh 
Advocate. 


Eceolution 
authorizing 
the    division 
of  Texas  Con- 
ference. 


The  following  resolution  was  read  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Texas  Conference  be  and  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  divide  into  two  or  more  Conferences  during  the  coming 
four  years,  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  said  Conference  voting  in 
t'avor  thereof,  and  the  Bishop  presiding  concurring. 


Bevis^s : 
port 
XVII. 


Report  No.  XVII  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals  was 
read  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  answer  to  quest.  5,  Part  II,  chap,  i,   sec.   ?>.    Questions     for 
page  59,  be  clianged  to  read  as  follows:  J?^  Quarterly 

Quest.  5.  What  is  the  business  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  ?  ^-onierences. 

[Questions  marked  thus  [1]  [2]  [3]  [4]  are  to  be  asked  onlj^  at 
the  Quarterly  Conference  thus  indicated.] 

Ans.  To  inquire: 

[1]  1.  Who  are  approved  as  Sunday-school  Superintendents  or 
Trustees  ? 

2.  What  members  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  are  present? 

3.  What  committees  shall  be  appointed  ? 

4.  Are  there  any  complaints? 

5.  Are  there  any  appeals  ? 

6.  Are  there  any  reports?  * 
(1.)  From  the  Pastor. 

(2.)  From  Committees. 
[4]        (3.)  From  the  Trustees. 

7.  What  has  been  done  for  missions  this  quarter? 

[3]  8.  What  has  been  done  for  Church  extension  this  year? 
[1]  9.  What  amounts  have  been  apportioned  to  this  charge  this 
year  for  the  support  of  the  ministry  ? 

(1.)  For  the  preacher  in  charge. 

(2.1  For  the  assistant  preacher. 
[1  or  2]  (3.)  For  the  Presiding  Elder. 

(4.)  For  the  Bishops. 

(5.)  For  rent. 

(6.)  For  traveling  and  moving  i 

(7.)  For  Conference  claimants. 

10.  What  amounts  have  been  received  on  account  of  the  fore- 

going this  quarter,  and  how  are  they  applied  ? 
Received. 

(1.)  For  the  Preachers  and  Presiding  Elders; 
[4]       (2.)  For  the  Bishops  ; 
[4]        (3.)  For  Conference  claimants; 

(4.)  For  rent ; 
[2]       (5.)  For  traveling  and  moving  expenses. 
Applied. 

(1.)  To  preacher  in  charge; 

(2.)  To  assistant  preacher; 

(3.)  To  Presiding  Elder; 
[4]        h.)  To  the  Bishops ; 
[4]       (5.)  To  Conference  claimants ; 

(6.)  On  rent; 

(7.)   On  traveling  and  moving  expenses. 

11.  What  amounts  have  been  apportioned  to  be  raised  by 
this  charge  this  year  for  benevolent  purposes? 

(1.)  For  Missions. 
(2.)  For  Church  Extension. 
(3.)  For  Education. 
(4.)  Miscellaneous. 
[4]  12.  What  amounts  have  been  raised  for  benevolent  objecta 
this  year? 
(1.)  For  Missions. 

Churches. 

Sabbath-schools. 
(2.)  For  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 
(3.)  For  Church  Extension. 
(4.)  For  the  Tract  Society. 
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(5.)  For  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 
(6.)  For  the  Freedraen's  Aid  Society. 
(7.)  For  Education. 
13.  I.s  dwj  change  desired  in  the  Board  of  Stewards? 
[4]  14.  Wiio  shall  be  the  Stewards  for  the  ensuing  Conference 

year? 
"4]  15.  Who  shall  be  Recording  Steward? 
'4]  16.  Wiio  shall  be  District  Steward? 
^4]  17.  Who  are  Trustees  of  the  Church  and  parsonage  property? 

18.  Are  there  any  recommendations  for  license  to  preach  ? 
[4]  19.  Are   there  any  recommendations  of  local  preachers  for 

ordination  ? 
[4]  20.  Are  there  any  recommendations  for  admission  into  the 

traveling  connection? 
[4]  21.  Are  there  any  recommendations  for  the  recognition  of 

orders  ? 
£4]  22.  Has  the  character  of  the  local  preachers  and  exhorters 
been  examined,  and  have  tlieir  licenses  been  renewed  ? 

23.  Have  the  General  Rules  been  read  this  quarter  ? 

24.  Is  tiiere  any  other  business  ? 

25.  Where   and  when  sliall  the  next  Quarterly  Meeting  be 

held? 

The  Commitiees  ordered  to  be  appointed  by  the  Quarterly  Con- 
ference are:  (1)  On  Missions;  (2)  on  Sunday-schools;  (3)  on 
Tracts;  (4)  on  Church  Extension;  (5)  on  Church  Records;  (8)  on 
Parsonages  and  Furniture;  (7)  on  Church  Music;  (8)  on  Esti- 
mating the  Preachers'  Salaries;  (9)  on  Estimating  the  Amount 
Necessary  for  Conference  Claimants. 

Tour  Committee  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  prepare  and  pub- 
lish uniform  blanks,  with  the  prescribed  questions  arranged  by  the 
quarters  in  wiiich  they  are  to  be  used,  for  the  use  of  the  Quarterly 
Conferences. 


Book  Concern: 
Report     No. 


Report  No.  VI  of  tlie  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 


cern was 


taken  up,  and  the  items  referring  to  the 
publishing  interests  at  San  Francisco  were  adopted, 
as  follows: 


BOOK  CONCERN— REPORT  NO.  YI. 


Publishing  In- 
terests in 
CalUornia. 


Concerning  our  publishing  interests  in  California,  we  recommend 
that  paragraph  2,  sec.  6,  Part  Y,  of  the  Discipline  be  so  changed 
that  the  allusion  to  the  tliird  Book  Agent  at  San  Francisco  be 
omitted,  so  that  it  shall  read,  "There  shall  be  an  Agent  and 
an  Assistant  Agent,  who  shall  conduct  the  business  of  the  Book 
Concern  at  New  ITork.  There  shall  be  chosen,"  etc.,  to  the  end 
of  the  paragraph  as  it  now  reads. 

We  further  recommend  the  General  Conference  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee of  five,  tiiree  of  which  shall  be  ministers  and  two  laymen, 
whose  powers  in  regard  to  the  Depository  and  the  publication  of 
the  paper  at  San  Francisco  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  General 
Book  Committee;  and  that  an  Agent  may  be  nominated  by  said 
Committee  at  San  Francisco,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Book 
Agents  at  New  York. 

To  complete  the  change  thus  contemplated,  we  propose  that  the 
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Discipline,  Part  V.  sec.  6,  paragrap'i  13,  be  amended  by  inserting 
the  words  "  San  Francisco,  California."  after  the  words  "  Buffalo, 
New  York."  And  further,  that  to  paragraph  7.  sec.  6,  Part  V,  be 
added  these  words :  "  There  sliall  be  a  Publishing  Committee  at 
San  Francisco,  to  consist  of  three  ministers  and  two  laymen,  ap- 
pointed by  the  General  Conference,  whose  powers  with  respect  to 
the  Depository  and  the  paper  at  San  Francisco  shall  be  the  same 
as  those  of  the  General  Book  Committee.  Said  Committee  may 
nominate  an  Agent  for  the  Depository,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Book  Agents  at  New  York." 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  a  Publishing 
Committee  for  the  California  Christian  Advocate: 

PUBLISHING    COMMITTEE     CALIFORNIA    ADVOCATE: 

Ministers — J.  W.  Ross,  C.  V.  Anthony,  George 
Clifford.     Laymen — Edward  Moore,  S.  Mosgrove  . 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  pre- 
sented its  final  report,  which  was  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows : 


.Tmie  4. 

TlIIETIETa 

Day. 


Publishincr 
Coiiimittoe 
California 
Christian 
Advocate. 


State  of  the 
Church  :  Fi- 
nal Beport. 


REPORT  OX  STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

Having  reached  the  close  of  another  quadrennium  in  the  history 
of  the  Church,  it  is  proper  that  we  should  review  the  past,  and 
note  her  conflicts,  labor.s,  and  triumphs.  Taking  a  general  view  of 
her  progress  and  present  condition,  your  Committee  find  abundant 
reason  for  rejoicing  and  devout  thanksgiving  to  God  for  what  he 
has  done  for  us,  for  our  families,  and  for  the  world,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  our  beloved  Zion.  Yet  it  is  with  no  feeling  of 
ostentation  that  we  record  the  great  blessings  which  he  has  so 
wondrously  bestowed. 

During  the  past  four  years  great  advancement  has  been  made  in 
all  the  material  elements  of  prosperity.  The  total  membership  of  the 
Church  is  at  the  present  time  one  million  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  an  increase  in  the 
last  four  years  of  four  hundred  and  four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirteen.  Total  value  of  churches  and  parSonages,  $64,698,704,  an 
increase  of  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent.  Great  success,  also,  has 
attended  the  Church  in  her  Missionary,  Sunday-school,  Educa- 
tional, and  Publishing  enterprises.  No  language  is  adequate  to 
express  the  gratitude  due -to  God  for  hia  wondrous  grace. 

Methodism,  with  her  conferences  and  mission  stations,  now 
encircles  the  globe.  We  have  hut  to  look  over  this  General  Con- 
ference, containing  representatives  from  every  section  of  the  earth, 
in  order  to  comprehend  how  vast  the  area  over  which  she  has 
raised  the  standard  of  the  Cross.  And  still  new  doors  are  opening, 
and  new  fields  white  for  the  liarves  are  inviting  the  laborers. 
Truly  her  field  is  the  world,  and  our  Church  is  now  realizing,  in  a 
measure  at  least,  the  great  commission,  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world, 
and  preach  tiie  Gospel  to  every  creature." 

The  thousands  of  our  Zion  rejoiced  and  gave  thanks  to  God 
when  tlie  sainted  Bishop  Kingsley  started  on  a  missionary  tour 
around  the  world,  and  deeply  mourned  when,  after  having  nearly 
completed  his  mission  of  love,  he  fell  by  the  hand  of  death  on  the 
borders  of  the  Holy  Land. 

Since  the  last  General  Conference   great  changes  have  taken 
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June  -4.      place,  furnishing  increased  faeilitiea  for  extending  the  conquests  of 
THiRTreTH       the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 

Day.  The  great  Pacific  Railroad  has  been  completed,  uniting  the  At- 

lantic and  Pacific  Oceans,  affording  a  speedy  passage  across  our 
continent,  and  thence,  by  the  aid  of  steam,  around  the  world.  By 
war  and  revolution  the  barriers  hitherto  existing  to  the  spread  of 
pure  Christianity  in  Europe  have  been  thrown  down,  and  religious 
toleration  is  now  proclaimed.  Millions  there  are  now  waiting  for 
the  bread  of  life. 

Great  success  has  attended  our  missionary  enterprises  at  home 
and  in  foreign  fields.  On  the  latter  God  has  bountifully  smiled, 
giving  victory  to  the  Cross  through  the  faithful  labors  of  our  noble 
men  and  women  in  the  distant  regions  of  idolatry  and  moral 
night.  The  day  now  seems  dawning  on  the  darkness  which  has  so 
long  rested,  like  the  shadow  of  death,  on  Eastern  and  Southern 
Asia  and  Africa.  May  God  hasten  the  time  when  his  truth,  like  a 
sea  of  glorj',  shall  spread  from  pole  to  pole ! 

The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  was  organized  in 
Marcii,  1869,  by  the  ladies  of  our  Church  in  Boston.  This  Society 
originated  in  the  fact  that  in  some  of  the  mission  fields  women 
onl}-  can  obtain  access  to  the  women  of  those  countries,  and  tliat 
the  condition  of  the  latter  is  sucli  as  to  appeal  in  the  strongest  pos- 
sible form  for  the  benign  and  elevating  intiuence  of  Christianity. 

To  the  special  and  infinitely  wise  providence  of  God  we  believe 
the  Oiurch  is  indebted  for  the  origin  of  this  institution,  which  we 
regard  as  destined  to  be  an  agency  of  great  power  in  spreading  the 
Gospel  throughout  India  and  China.  Although  its  origin  is  so 
recent,  it  already  has  five  hundred  auxiliaries  and  nine  missionaries 
in  the  field.  Its  funds  and  resources  are  rapidly  increasing.  It 
eminently  deserves  the  fostering  care  of  the  whole  Church. 

"We  have  as  a  Church  abundant  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  pros- 
perity which  God  has  vouchsafed  to  our  Southern  work.  It  has 
succeeded  in  the  last  four  years  beyond  the  expectations  of  the 
most  sanguine.  There  are  now  ten  Conferences  and  more  than 
ihree  hundred  thousand  members  in  those  States  of  the  Union 
from  which,  until  the  close  of  the  war,  our  Church  was  excluded. 
And  still  the  sliout  of  victory  comes  welling  up  from  ever3-  section 
of  tliat  extensive  and  fruitful  field  as  the  hosts  of  God's  Israel 
push  forward  the  battle.  Yet  greater  triumphs  there  await  our 
Church,  for  the  watchword  is  still  Onward! 

In  the  Sunday-school  work  there  lias  been,  also,  great  advance- 
ment. Its  organization  has  been  greatly  improved,  and  its  meth- 
ods of  instruction  have  been  sj'stematized  and  rendered  more 
effective.  The  future  of  this  important  department  of  our  work  is 
full  of  the  most  cheering  hope. 

Our  educational  institutions,  both  theological  and  literary,  are 
prosperous,  and  are  gathering  around  them  more  liberal  financial 
support,  and  eliciting  the  deeper  sympathies  and  more  earnest 
prayers  of  our  people. 

All  the  other  benevolent  institutions  of  our  Cliurch  are  well  or- 
ganized and  well  managed,  and  are  accomplishing  the  noble  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  designed. 

We  would  congratulate  the  Church  upon  the  successful  introduc- 
tion of  laymen  as  members  of  the  General  Conference,  thus  giving 
them  a  voice  in  the  supreme  and  only  legislative  council  of  the 
Church.  The  hearty  sympathy  with  which  they  co-operate  with 
the  clerical  members  portends  more  intimate  union  between  minis- 
ters and  laity,  a  greater  development  of  tlie  resources  and  a  vast 
increase  of  her  strength,  and  consequently  of  her  success  in  spread- 
ing scriptural  holiness  over  the  land. 

Another  significant  fact  should  not  pass  without  notice,  that  in 
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addition  to  the  usual  fraternal  greetings  and  salutations  presented     June  4. 
to  this  body  from  the  different  members  of  the  Meliiodist  family  in       Thibtietii 
Europe  and  America,  three  large  and  influeutial  religious  denomi-  ^^' 

nations — liie  Presbyterian,  Congregational,  and  Baptist  Churches 
in  the  United  States — have  sent  delegations,  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  our  Church,  to  tiie  General  Conference,  bearing  fra- 
ternal greetings  and  expressions  of  cordial  sympathy  in  the  great 
work  of  saving  sinners  and  evangelizing  the  world.  "We  hail  these 
tokens  of  friendship  and  brotherly  love  as  proofs  of  the  real  unity 
of  God's  general  Church,  and  an  indication  of  the  near  approach  of 
the  latter-day  glory,  and  of  the  universal  reign  of  the  Son  of  God ! 

But  our  rejoicing  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the  Church  is 
mingled  with  grief,  for  she  has  been  stricken  and  sadly  bereaved. 
Four  of  our  beloved  and  honored  chief  pastors  have  been  called 
from  labor  to  reward.  Other  distinguished  ministers  and  laymen, 
great  and  good  men  whose  praise  is  in  all  the  Churches,  have  been 
taken  from  us,  and  their  loss  we  deeply  deplore.  Here  we  have 
tears  mingled  with  our  smiles,  sunshine  with  cloud.  Great  calam- 
ities also,  by  fire  and  flood,  have  visited  some  sections  of  our  land, 
causing  immense  suffering,  and  loss  of  property  public  and  private. 

In  view  of  these  mournful  providences,  should  we  not,  as  a 
Church  and  as  individuals,  humble  ourselves  under  the  mighty 
hand  of  God,  praying  for  divine  grace  to  enable  us  to  be  more  dili- 
gent and  earnest  workers  in  God's  vineyard,  and  that  still  greater 
success  may  crown  our  efforts  ? 

We  record  with  pleasure  the  fact  that  the  same  self-sacrificing 
spirit,  earnest  labor,  and  loving  zeal  which  has  characterized  the 
Methodist  Church  from  its  origin  still  pervades  her  ministers,  and 
the  same  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  attends  their  ministrations. 
We  rejoice  in  view  of  past  triumphs,  but  we  are  beset  with  dan- 
gers of  various  kinds.  The  great  foe  of  God  and  man  is  on  the 
alert,  and  we  should  take  heed  lest  while  we  think  we  stand  we 
should  fall. 

Let  us  remember  that  the  crowning  excellence  of  all  is,  that 
"  God  is  with  us." 

The  following  amendment  to  the  Discipline,  offered  ^g^Jljo^'ig  ^^ 
by  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts,  was  '^'^^  ■?*' 
read  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS  AND  TRACTS— REPORT  NO.    V. 

Tour  Committee  would  respectfully  request  that  the  Discipline  Actual  cash  re- 
be  amended  by  adding  as  answers  4  and  5  to  quest.  7,  sec.  2,  chap.  t^'''reDorte(f* 
i,  Part  II,  the  following: 

4.  Each  Annual  Conference  shall  cause  the  collections  as  re- 
ported by  the  preachers  for  the  statistical  tables  to  be  compared 
with  the  receipts  of  the  Conference  Treasurers  of  the  several 
benevolent  societies,  that  discrepancies,  if  any,  may  be  corrected 
before  the  publication  of  the  Minutes. 

5.  Preachers  in  charge  shall  report  to  their  Annual  Conferences 
as  collections  actual  cash  receipts  only,  and  shall  hand  the  money,  or 
a  satisfactory  voucher  for  the  amount,  to  the  Conference  Treas- 
urers; otherwise  no  credit  shall  be  given  a  contributing  charge  in 
the  Annual  Minutes. 


Report  No.  XIX  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals  was 
read  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 
28 


Revlsalfl : 
Report  No. 
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Trust 


REVISALS — REPORT  NO.  XIX. 
The  Coramittee  on  Revisals  recommend  the  following  changes  of 
the  Discipline : 

1.  On  page  269,  Part  VI,  chap,  i,  sec.  3,  ninth  line  from  the  foot 
of  the  page,  after  the  words  "'Quarterly  Conferences,"  add  the 
words,  ■'  and  to  which  shall  be  added  the  amount  apportioned  for 
the  support  of  the  Bisliops  and  Presiding  Elder."  so  that  as  amended 
it  shall  read:  "It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Quarterly  Conference  of 
each  circuit  and  station  ...  to  appoint  an  Estimating  Committee, 
.  .  .  who  shall  make  an  estimate  of  the  amount  necessary  to  fur- 
nish a  comfortable  support  to  the  preachers,  .  .  .  which  estimate 
shall  be  subject  to  the  action  of  the  Quarterly  Conference,  and  to 
which  shall  be  added  the  amount  apportioned  for  the  support  of 
the  Bishops  and  Presiding  Elder;  and  the  statement,"  eta  The 
answer  remains  unchanged,  except  as  above  stated. 

2.  On  page  57,  lines  8  and  9  from  the  top,  change  so  that  it 
shall  read,  "and  renew  their  license  annually,  and  to  recommend 
the  renewal  of  the  license  of  exhoriers  annually,"  etc. 

The  amended  answer  will  then  lead  :  "  To  take  cognizance  of  aU 
the  local  preachers  and  exhorters  in  the  circuit  or  station,  and  to 
inquire  into  the  gifts,  labors,  and  usefulness  of  each  by  name ;  to 
Ucense  proper  persons  to  preach  and  renew  their  license  annually, 
and  to  recommend  the  renewal  of  the  license  of  exhorters  annually, 
when  in  the  judgment  of  said  Conference,"  etc. 

3.  In  answer  4,  page  281,  omit  all  down  to  the  word  "provi- 
sions," and  insert  ''all  the  foregoing."  It  will  then  read:  '■' Ans. 
4.  All  the  foregoing  provisions  shall  apply  both  to  the  creation  of 
new  boards,"  etc.,  the  remainder  being  unchanged. 

4.  After  answer  5,  same  section,  insert  a  new  answer,  as  fol- 
lows :  -Alls.  6.  Charters  obtained  for  our  Churcli  property  shall 
conform  in  the  manner  of  creating  and  filling  Boards  of  Trustees  to 
the  provisions  of  this  chapter." 

5.  Change  the  present  answer  6,  same  section,  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: '•  AiT£.  7.  The  Board  or  Boards  of  Trustees  in  any  circuits  or 
stations  shall  hold  all  our  Church  property,  using  so  much  of  the 
proceeds  as  may  be  needful  to  pay  debts  or  to  make  repairs  ;  and 
shall  be  amenable  to  the  Quarterly  Conference,  to  which  they  shall 
make  an  annual  report  at  the  fourth  Quarterly  Conference,  embrac- 
ing the  following  items: 

'•'■  1.  Number  of  churches  and  parsonages. 
"  2.  Their  probable  value. 
"  3.  Title  by  which  held. 
"4.  Income. 
"  5.  Expenditures. 
''  6.  Debts,  and  how  contracted. 
"  7.  Insurance. 

"  8.  Amount  raised  during  the  year  for  building  or  improving 
churches  or  parsonages. '" 

6.  Page  58,  change  ans.  5  to  quest.  1,  Part  II,  chap,  i,  sec.  3,  so 
as  to  read:  "To  have  supervision  of  all  the  Sunday-scliools  and 
Sunday-school  societies  witliin  the  bounds  of  the  circuit  or  station, 
and  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  each;  to  approve  the  superin- 
tendents and  trustees  not  elected  by  the  Quarterly  Conference, 
and  to  remove  any  superintendents  who  may  prove  unworthy  or 
inefficient." 

7.  On  page  278,  change  ans.  1  to  quest.  1,  Part  VI,  chap,  iii, 
sec.  1,  by  striking  out  all  alter  the  word  "'unavoidable  "  It  will 
then  read:  ''Let  all  our  cliurclies  be  built  plain  and  decent,  and 
with  free  seats  wherever  practicable;  but  not  more  expensive  than 
is  absolutely  unavoidable." 
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On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  word  "  colored  "     June  4. 
be  stricken  from  the  names  of  all  Annual  Conferences         dat. 

in  which  it  occurs.  The  word  "col- 

ored     to    be 

The  consideration  of  Report  No.  VI  of  the  Com-  stricken  out 
mittee  on  Book  Concern  was  resumed,  and  the  follow-  ■^K^por*t°'^*No'. 
ing  additional  items  were  adopted,  namely  :  vi  adopted. 

BOOK   CONCERN — REPORT   NO.  VI. 

Concerning  our  weekly  publications,  v/e  recommend  tlie  adoption  Weekly  Papers, 
of  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  1.  That  it  is  expedient  to  continue  the  publication  of  all 
of  the  several  weekly  papers  now  published,  namely :  Tlie  Chris- 
tian Advocate,  at  New  York ;  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  at 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. ;  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  at  Pittsburgh, 
Pa. ;  the  "Western  Cliristian  Ad^-ocate,  at  Cincinnati,  Oliio ;  the 
Christian  Apologist,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio ;  the  North-western  Chris- 
tian Advocate,  at  Chicago,  111. ;  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  at 
Saint  Louis,  Mo. ;  the  California  Christian  Advocate,  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. ;  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  at  Portland,  Oregon  ; 
and  the  Methodist  Advocate,  at  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Resohed,  2.  That  the  size,  the  subscription  price,  and  the  amounts 
to  be  allowed  to  be  expended  by  the  editors  in  each  case  shall  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  publishers  severally,  subject  to  the  dis- 
cretion or  concurrence  of  the  Book  Committee  or  Publishing  Com- 
mittees, so  that  each  paper  shall  be  made  as  nearly  as  practicable 
self  supporting,  and  also  so  as  to  afford  all  needed  facilities  for  im- 
provement to  those  papers  whose  incomes  will  justify  larger 
expenses. 

Resolved,  3.  That  it  is  deemed  not  expedient  to  originate  any  new 
papers  at  this  time,  nor  to  authorize  the  Book  Agents  to  do  so 
hereafter,  unless  they  can  be  guaranteed  against  loss  by  any  papers 
they  may  originate. 

Resolved,  4.  That  in  our  opinion  editors  should  be  held  responsi- 
ble for  all  matter  that  goes  into  the  papers,  includuig  advertise- 
ments. 

Respecting  our  publishing  interests  in  the  South,  we  recommend  publishing  In- 
that  the  Discipline  be  changed  as  follows,  namely :  terests  in  the 

Part  V,  sec.  6,  paragraph  6,  page  257,  line  5,  the  word  "and"  be  So^th. 
stricken  out,  and  in  line  6  the  word  "  Christian  "  be  stricken  out, 
and  the  words  "and  the  Methodist"  be  inserted  in  its  place,  so  as 
to  read,  "  An  editor  of  the  Western,  of  the  North-western,  of  the 
Central,  and  of  the  Methodist  Advocates,  who,  if  chosen  from 
among,"  etc. 

Also,  Part  V,  sec.  6,  paragraph  18,  page  262,  line  6,  the  word 
"and"  be  stricken  out  and  the  words  "and  Atlanta"  be  inserted 
after  the  words  "Saint  Louis,"  so  as  to  read,  "The  salaries  of  the 
agents  and  editors  at  Cincinnati,  and  the  editors  at  Chicago,  Saint 
Louis,  and  Atlanta,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Book  Committee." 

Also  Part  Y,  sec.  6,  page  261,  paragraph  13,  third  line  from  the 
bottom  of  the  paragraph,  the  word  "and"  be  stricken  out,  and 
in  the  second  line  from  the  bottom  of  the  paragraph,  after  the  word 
"  Missouri,"  the  words  "and  one  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,"  be  inserted, 
80  as  to  read,  "  There  shall  be  a  depository  at  Cliicago,  111.,  one  at 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  and  one  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  to  be  supplied  by  the 
Agents  at  Cincinnati." 

We  also  recommend  that  the  Methodist  Advocate  be  so  enlarged 
and  otherwise  improved  as  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  Church  in 
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Depository  at 
New  Orleans 
and  at  other 
places. 

Depositories. 


Eeal  Estate  and 
Finances. 


Connectional 
Buildings. 


the  South,  without  materially  increasing  the  loss  to  the  Book  Con- 
cern. 

Your  Committee  has  had  before  it  various  memorials  from 
Council  BluSs,  Milwaukee,  New  Orieans,  St.  Paul,  and  Kansas 
City,  asking  for  tlie  establishment  of  Book  Depositories  in  these 
cities,  and  recommends  for  adoption  the  following  action: 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  recommend  favorably  to  the  Agents  at  New 
York  the  establishment  of  a  Depository  at  an  early  day  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans. 

Resulved,  2.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be  and  are 
hereby  authorized  to  establish  Depositories  at  Council  Bluffs.  Mil- 
waukee, Saint  Paul,  and  Kansas  City,  when  in  their  judgment  it 
can  be  done  without  loss  to  the  Concern,  or  to  make  such  other 
arrangements  as  they  may  judge  necessary  and  safe  for  keeping 
our  books  on  sale  at  these  and  otlier  places  at  Book  Room  prices. 

In  examining  tlie  Reports  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York,  this 
Committee  could  only  consider  such  portions  as  were  not  referred 
to  the  Special  Committee.  It  was  not  our  province  to  go  into 
questions  of  controver.sy  and  depute,  and  we  have  confined  our 
revision  solely  to  other  parts  of  the  report.     The  Committee  report : 

1.  That  iuthe  report  of  the  Commission  to  purchase  real  estate 
or  erect  suitable  buildings  in  New  York  city  we  most  heartily  con- 
cur, and  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  the 
Church  for  the  financial  skill  and  ability  displayed  in  the  discharge 
of  the  important  trust  confided  to  them,  and  which  has  resulted  in 
securing  to  the  Church  so  eligible  and  valuable  a  property. 

2.  That  after  a  careful  examination  of  so  much  of  the  Report  of 
the  Book  Agents  in  New  York  city  as  was  referred  to  us,  we  most 
fully  concur  in  all  the  statements  therein  made  except  that  portion 
of  the  report  estimating  the  value  of  the  real  estate  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, wliich  in  our  judgment  should  have  been  reported  at  its  orig- 
inal cost  rather  than,  as  in  the  report,  at  an  estimated  value,  a 
policy  which  we  recommend  to  be  uniformly  followed  by  the  Agents 
hereafter. 

In  our  judgment  the  financial  interests  of  the  Church  are  in  a 
safe  and  prosperous  condition. 

3.  That  we  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Agents  of  the  "Western 
Book  Concern  both  as  to  tlieir  financial  statements  and  their  rec- 
ommendations in  regard  to  the  real  estate  in  Cincinnati,  Chicago, 
and  Saint  Louis,  and  also  in  their  recommendation  to  sell  the  prop- 
erty now  owned  in  Chicago  and  at  tlie  corner  of  EiglitJi  and  Main- 
streets  in  Cincinnati,  and  purchase  a  larger  lot  in  Chicago  in  a 
more  desirable  location,  with  a  view  of  erecting  buildings  thereon 
when  it  may  be  thouglit  expedient  to  do  so. 

4.  TJiat  we  recommend  that  the  Book  Agents  be  instructed  to  limit 
the  credit  on  sales  of  books  and  periodical  subscriptions  to  tlie 
term  of  one  year,  and  require  all  impaid  accounts  at  the  expiration 
of  that  time  to  be  closed  by  approved  notes,  and  in  case  of  failure 
to  comply  with  these  terms  no  further  credit  shall  be  extended. 

The  following  protest  was  received  and  ordered  on 

the  Journal : 

We,  the  delegates  of  North-west  Indiana  Conference,  respectfully 
enter  our  protest  against  the  action  of  this  General  Conference 
refusing  to  give  to  the  said  Conference  a  portion  of  the  city  of 
IndiaDapolis. 

EeportNo^vii.       Report  No.  VII  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy 
was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows : 


Value  of  Real 
Estate. 


■  Keal  Estate  in 
Cincinnati 
and  Chicago. 


Protest  of  Dele- 
gates of  N.W. 
Indiana  Con- 
ference. 
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Whereas.  The  General  Conferences  of  1864  and  1868  did  release 
our  venerable  senior  Bishop,  T.  A.  Morris,  from  all  episcopal  super- 
vision and  duty ;  and, 

Wliereas,  This  General  Conference  by  its  action  directs  that  the 
Episcopacy  be  denominated  eflfective  and  non-effective ;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved.  That  the  venerable  senior  Bishop,  T.  A.  Morris,  be 
placed  on  the  non-effective  list. 


Bishop  Morris 
placed  on  the 
non -effective 
list. 


Revisals  offered  the  following  Revisais:    An- 

thority  of  the 
Annual  Con- 
ferences over 
a  Preacher  on 
trial 


The  Committee  on 
amendment   to   the   Discipline,  which  was  read  and 
adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  recommend  the  following  amendment 
to  tlie  Discipline :  Insert  on  page  8-4,  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  sec.  10,  at 
the  end  of  the  second  paragraph,  after  the  words  "a  Bishop  or  Pre- 
siding Elder,"  tlie  following  words :  "  But  while  he  is  on  trial  the 
Annual  Conference  alone  has  jurisdiction  over  the  question  of  his 
authority  to  preach,  and  his  continuance  on  trial  shall  bo  equiva- 
lent to  the  renewal  of  his  license  to  preach." 


The  same  Committee  offered  the  following,  which   Withdrawals. 
was  adopted  : 

Tiie  Committee  on  Revisals  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  numbered  46  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  Discipline,  relating  to  "withdrawals,"  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
by rescinded. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Revisals  presented  the  following,   ^j^f^fSuf  ^ 
which  was  adopted  :  appointments. 

Also  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  sec.  13,  ans.  3,  page  90,  sixteenth  line  from 
the  top  of  the  page,  the  word  "  and  "  be  stricken  out,  and  the  words 
"and  .Atlanta"  be  inserted  after  the  words  "San  Francisco,"  so  as 
to  read,  "The  editors  and  assistant  editors  at  Auburn,  Pittsburgh, 
Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Portland,  San  Francisco,  and  Atlanta,"  etc. 

The  Committee   on   Fraternal  Relations  presented  Appointments 

1^  ot    Delegates 

the  followin<r  nominations  of  delegates  to  Fraternal      to   Fraternal 

'^  *'  Bodies. 

Bodies,  which  were  read  and  adopted  : 


DELEGATES  TO   FRATERNAL   BODIES. 

The  Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  report 
the  following  nominations  of  delegates  to  attend  tlie  sessions  of  the 
various  Christian  bodies  who  have  sent  delegates  to  this  General 
Conference : 

To  attend  the  Session  of  the  Emjlish  Wesleyan  Conference:  The 
Bishop  who  shall  visit  the  Conference  in  Germany  and  Switzer- 
land and  J.  A.  M'Caulej';  alternate,  F.  G.  Hibbard. 

The  Irish  Wesleyan  Conference :  The  same  as  above. 

Tlie  Canada  Wesleyan  Conference:  Miner  Raymond  and  A.  C. 
George. 
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Jtine  4.  The  Conference  of  Wesleyan  Methodists  in  Eastern  British  America 

Thtbtikth       William  R.  Clark  and  "William  H.  Elliott. 

^^^-  Canada  Mdliodist  Episcopal  Church  :  M.  Hill  and  H.  Eaton. 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church :  L.  C.  Matlack  and 
James  Lynch. 

Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States :  William  Hunter  and  Gideon 
Martin. 

Methodist  Protestant  Church :  W.  Kenney  and  J.  M.  Trimble. 

Evangelical  Association:  J.  Rothweiler  and  J.  F.  Clialfanl. 

National  Council  of  Congregational  Churches:  S.  Allen,  J.  C.  Wat- 
son Co.\e,  and  0.  H.  Tiffany. 

General  Assembly  of  Presbyterian  Church  :  S.  H.  Nesbit  and  J.  B. 
Graw. 

Baptist  Churches,  through  their  Missionary  Societies:  C.  D.  Foss 
and  D.  Stevenson. 

Eevisais:    Ke-       Qn  motioD  of  E.  O.  HaveB,  Report  No.  XY  of  the 

port  No.  XV.  -r»       . 

Committee  on  Revisals  was  adopted,  as  follows : 
REVISALS — REPORT  NO.  XV. 

Certain  mat-  The  Committee  on  Revisals  having  considered  the  subject  of 
^"  *<>  ^^  transferring  to  the  body  of  the  Discipline  the  matter  found  in  the 
from  the  An-    Appendi.x,  beg-  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

pendbcto  the       Item  1,  page  309. — At  tlie  end  of  sec.  1,  Part  III.  page  119,  add 
body  of  the    the  following:   "Complaints  against  the  administration  of  a  Bishop 
Disciphne.        ^^^^  ^^  forwarded  to  the  General  Conference  and  entertained  there : 
Provided  that  in  its  judgment  due  notice  has  been  given." 

Item  2,  page  309. — On  page  92,  Part  II,  sec.  13.  in  ans.  8,  insert 
after  the  words  ''all  questions  of  law,"  the  words  "involved  in 
proceedings  pending." 

Item  3,  page  311. — Add  as  a  foot-note  to  ans.  1,  sec.  1,  Part  II, 
the  words,  "  A  transferred  preacher  shall  not  be  counted  twice  in 
the  same  year  as  the  basis  of  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference,  nor  vote  for  delegates  to  the  General  Conference 
in  any  Annual  Conference  where  he  is  not  counted  as  a  part  of  the 
basis  of  representation,  nor  vote  twice  the  same  year  on  any  con- 
stitutional question." 

Item  4,  page  311. — Add  on  page  132,  sec.  5,  chap,  i,  Part  III, 
the  words,  "  In  all  eases  of  trial  and  appeal  it  is  improper  for  the 
presiding  officer  to  deliver  a  charge  to  the  Committee  explaining  the 
evidence  and  setting  forth  tiie  merits  of  the  case." 

Item  5,  page  312,  to  be  stricken  out. 

Item  6,  page  312.  to  be  stricken  out. 

Item  7,  page  314. — On  page  55,  Part  II,  chap,  i,  sec.  2,  add  to 
ans.  2  to  quest.  7  the  words,  "Also  let  the  minutes  and  documents 
of  the  trial  of  any  member  of  the  Conference  who  may  have  been 
condemned  or  censured  be  forwarded  with  the  record." 

Item  8,  page  314. — On  page  94,  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  sec.  14,  in  ans. 
to  quest.  4,  after  the  words  "trv  appeals,"  insert  the  words,  "to 
renew  all  licenses  approved  by  the  Quarterly  Conference." 

Item  9,  page  314. — On  page  95,  same  section,  add  to  ans.  7  the 
words,  "And  to  furnish  the  member  of  the  General  Missionary 
Committee,  for  his  mission  district,  a  written  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  missions  under  his  care,  and  their  pecuniary  wants 
prior  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee." 

Item  10,  page  315,  to  be  retained  in  the  Appendix. 

Item  11,  page  316,  ditto. 

Item  12,  page  316,  ditto. 

Item  13,  page  317,  on  page  123,  middle  of  page,  after  the  ans.  to 
quest.  5,  add  the  following  question  and  answer : 


1872.]  Journal  of  the  General  Conference.  439 

Qv£st.  6.  What  shall  oe  done  -when  a  traveling  preacher,  in  the      .Tune  4. 

interim  of  an  Annual  Conference,  refuses  to  attend  to  the  work       Thirtieth 
assigned  him  ?  Vii^t. 

Ans.  Let  the  Presiding  Elder  proceed  as  directed  in  ans.  to 
quest.  1  of  this  section. 

Item  14,  page  317. — After  the  last  word  of  sec.  2,  Part  III, 
chap,  i,  page  124,  add  the  following:  "Or  the  Annual  Conference 
may,  wlien  a  case  cannot  be  tried  during  the  session  for  want  of 
testimony,  refer  it  to  the  Presiding  Elder  having  charge  of  the 
preacher  complained  of,  who  shall  proceed  as  directed  in  ans.  1  to 
quest.  1  of  this  section." 

Item  15,  page  318,  to  be  inserted  as  quest.  7  to  sec.  2,  Part  III, 
chap,  i,  page  124,  as  follows: 

"  Quest.  7.  To  whom  is  a  preacher  answerable  on  a  complaint  of 
maladministration  ? 

"^4?ts.  To  the  Annual  Conference  of  which  he  is  a  member." 
Item  16,  pag^e  318. — The  first  section  to  be  added  to  ans.   5, 
quest.  2,  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  sec.  17,  page  106.     The  item  as  inserted 
to   read :    "  Provided   tliat   when   a   member  wishes   to    remove," 
etc. 

Item  17,  page  319. — On  page  106,  Part  II,  chap,  ii,  sec.  17,  at 
the  end  of  ans.  5  to  quest.  2,  add  the  following  sentence:  "A 
preacher  may  give  a  note  of  recommendation  to  any  member  who 
wishes  to  unite  with  any  other  evangelical  denomination." 

Item  18,  page  319. — Insert  as  item  3,  sec.  7,  page  132,  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  .1.  When  the  Quarterly  Conference,  sitting  as  a  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, remands  a  case  for  a  new  trial,  the  preacher  in  charge  shall 
proceed  to  try  the  accused  member  again,  unless  the  charges  are 
withdrawn." 

Item  19,  page  320,  to  be  retained  in  the  Appendix ;  also  items 
20,  21,  22,  24,  25. 

Item  23,  page  321,  to  be  stricken  out. 

Item  26,  page  323. — On  page  55,  Part  II,  cliap.  i,  sec.  2,  after 
'  ans.  3,  add  as  ans.  4,  the  following : 

"4.  Each  Annual  Conference  shall  report  through  its  Secretary, 
annually,  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Missionary  Society  at  New  York, 
the  name  of  eacii  district,  circuit,  or  station  within  its  bounds  sus- 
tained in  whole  or  in  part  by  said  Conference  as  a  mission,  together 
with  the  amount  of  missionary  money  appropriated  to  such 
yearly." 

Item  27,  page  323,  to  be  retained  in  the  Appendix. 
Item  28,  page  324,  to  be  stricken  out. 

Item  29,  page  325. — Add  to  ans.  3  to  quest.  3,  page  94:  "And 
the  law  of  limitation  applies  to  superannuated  and  local  preachers 
wiio  are  employed  in  the  pastoral  work." 

Item  30,  page  325,  to  be  retained  in  the  Appendix. 
Item  31,  page  326,  to  be  stricken  out. 
Items  32,  33,  34,  and  35  to  be  retained  in  the  Appendix. 
Item  36,  page  328,  to  be  inserted  in  the  place  of  ans.  5  to  quest.  1, 
Part  I,  chap,  iii,  sec.  1,  page  44. 

Item  37,  page  328. — Add  to  the  foot-note  on  page  38  these  words : 
"  The  re-baptism  of  persons  known  to  have  been  previously  bap- 
tized is  inconsistent  with  the  nature  and  design  of  baptism  as  set 
forth  in  tJie  New  Testament." 

Item  3S,  page  328,  to  remain  in  the  Appendix. 
Item  39,  page  329. — Add  as  a  foot-note  to  ans.  1  to  quest.  1, 
Part  II,  chap,  i,  sec.  1,  page  47,  the  following:  "The  Secretaries 
of  the  several  Annual  and  Electoral  Conferences  siiall  send  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  last  General  Conference  a  certified  copy  of  the 
election  of  delegates  and  reserves  to  the  next  General  Conference, 
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•Tune  -4-.     in  the  order  of  their  election,  as  soon  after  the  election  as  practica- 
TniBTiBTH       ble,  so  chat  a  roll  of  members  and  reserves  may  be  prepared  for  the 
^^^'  opening  of  tlie  next  General  Conference." 

Items  42,  43,  45,  47,  to  be  retained  in  the  Appendix. 
Items  40,  41,  and  44,  already  acted  upon  by  the  General  Con- 
ference. 

Items  48,  49,  50,  to  be  inserted  as  changed  by  tlie  General  Con- 
ference. 

They  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  General  Conference  be  and  he 
hereby  is  instructed  to  insert  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Discipline  any 
acts  and  resolutions  of  the  General  Conference  the  publication  of 
which  is  not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  as  may  be  of  general  in- 
terest to  our  pastors  and  people. 

Delegates  to  The  Bishops  were  authorized  to  appoint  the  three 

Church  South.      ,     ,  ,         ^  r       ,        t  ti     •  ^r^^  i       ci         .1 

delegates  to  the  Methodtst  Episcopal  Church,  bouth  ; 
a  motion  of  E.  H.  Waring,  to  make  the  number  five 
instead  of  three,  having  been  laiil  <  n  the  table. 
On  motion,  this  proposition  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Education:  Ee-       The  Report  No.  X  of  the  Committee  on  Education 
was  read  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

EDUCATION— REPORT  NO.  X. 

German    Theo-        ^'^  ^^'^  judgment  of  this  Committee  it  is  highly  important  that 

logical  School,    additional  facilities  be  provided  for  the  training  of  ministers  for  our 

German  work  in  this  country.     Tlie  grounds  of  this  conviction  are 

many  and  weighty.     It  is  proper  to  state  a  few  of  them  in  this 

place. 

1.  The  sons  of  our  German  brethren  in  this  conntr}-  cannot  ob- 
tain in  tlie  public  schools  such  an  education  as  will  enable  them  to 
speak  their  mother  tongue  correctly.  If  they  are  to  preach  to 
Germans  in  German — and  only  thus  can  we  reach  this  great  and 
growing  mass  of  our  population — they  must  have  some  opportunity 
to  acquire  a  grammatical  use  of  the  language. 

2.  Our  denominational  academies,  colleges,  and  theological  schools 
do  not  afford  the  kind  of  instruction  needed.  Even  if  they  did,  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  when  American-born  Germans  are  edu- 
cated exclusively  in  our  ordinary  American  institutions  they  lose 
tlieir  identity  with  the  German  population  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
become  unfitted  for  the  service  to  which  our  German  preachers  are 
called. 

3.  So  long  as  it  shall  be  necessary  to  keep  up  a  ministration  of 
the  word  in  the  German  language  in  this  country,  so  long  every 
argument  in  favor  of  schools  for  the  training  of  any  ministers  will 
hold  equally  good  in  favor  of  a  school  for  the  training  of  German 
ministers. 

4.  There  is  no  prospect  that  our  need  of  German  preachers  in 
this  coimtry  will  soon  cease.  On  the  contrary,  despite  the  con- 
tinual Americanizing  of  the  children  of  our  German  membersjiip, 
the  general  German  population  of  the  country  is  constantly  increas- 
ing. The  tide  of  German  immigration  rises  higher  and  liigher, 
amounting  at  the  present  time  to  more  than  a  hundred  thon;^and 
per  annum.  The  political,  social,  and  religious  power  of  this  im- 
mense foreign  element  in  our  national  life  is  on  the  increase  year 
by  year.  To  abandon  this  great  population  would  be  treason  at 
once  to  God,  to  our  country,  and  to  our  Church's  history. 
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5.  Without  a  steady  supply  of  adequately  trained  ministers  even 
wliat  we  have  gained  will  soon  be  lost.  Not  only  are  the  reawiik- 
ened  Churches  of  Germany  sending  over  pastors  and  missionaries 
of  tlie  most  thorough  education,  but  even  Anglo-American  Presby- 
terians and  Baptists  are  founding  German  theological  seminaries 
and  establisliing  German  Churches.  Young  men  of  German  par- 
entage are  frequently  offered  a  complete  classical  and  theological 
education  wuhout  cost  on  condition  that  they  devote  themselves  to 
the  German  ministry  in  connection  with  these  Churches.  Otiiers 
are  already  reaping  where  we  have  sown.  Can  the  Church  which 
God  has  blessed  more  than  any  other  to  the  salvation  of  the  Ger- 
mans, in  America  quietly  suffer  her  work  to  be  disintegrated  and 
her  agencies  superseded  ? 

In  view  of  these  and  other  considerations  we  recommend  the 
adoption  of  tiie  following: 

Resoloed,  1.  That  we  recommend  to  our  German  candidates  the 
facihties  afforded  in  the  Tlieological  Department  of  the  German 
Wallace  College  at  Berea,  Oliio. 

Rtsolved.  2.  Tliat  we  recommend  that  the  Theological  Depart- 
ment of  the  German  Wallace  College  be  placed  upon  the  footing  of 
a  regular  theological  scliool  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
whenever  tlie  Trustees  of  the  same  shall  incorporate  into  their  or- 
ganic law  a  provision  to  tlie  effect  that  no  election  of  a  professor  or 
adjunct  professor  for  service  in  the  theological  department  of  Wal- 
lace College  shall  be  valid  until  ratified  by  at  least  two  of  the 
Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Ciuirch. 

On  motion  of  L.  D.  White,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New  York  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  furnish,  by  mail,  a  copy  of  the  Journal  of  this 
General  Conference  to  each  of  the  delegates  of  the  Conference,  and 
to  each  of  the  Bisliops. 

Report  No.  I  of  tlie  Committee  on  Education  was 
read  and  adopted,  as  follows: 


TuiP.Tim 

DAT. 


Copies  of  til© 
Journal  to  Ixi 
sent  to  tho 
Bishops  and 
Dele''ate8. 


Education :  Re- 
port No.  L 


EDUCATION— REPORT  NO.  I. 

The  Committee  on  Education,  having  carefully  considered  that 
portion  of  the  Bisliops'  address  that  relates  to  the  Common  Schools, 
would  report  as  follows,  namely: 

Whereas,  We  have  always,  as  a  Church,  accepted  the  work  of 
education  as  a  duty  enjoined  by  our  commission  "  to  teach  all  na- 
tions ;  "  and 

Whereas,  The  system  of  Common  Schools  is  an  indispensable 
safeguard  to  republican  institutions;  and, 

Whereas,  The  combined  and  persistent  assaults  of  the  Romanists 
and  others  endanger  the  very  existence  of  our  Common  Schools ; 
therefore, 

Re.iolved,  1.  That  we  will  co-operate  in  every  effort  which  is  fitted 
to  make  our  Common  Schools  more  efficient  and  permanent. 

Resolved,  2.  That  it  is  our  firm  conviction  that  to  divide  the  com- 
mon school  funds  among  religious  denominations  for  educational 
purposes  is  wrong  in  principle,  and  hostile  to  our  free  institutions 
and  the  cause  of  education. 

Resolved,  3.  Tiiat  we  will  resist  all  means  which  may  be  em- 
ployed to  exclude  from  the  Common  Schools  the  Bible,  which  is  the 
charter  of  our  hberties  and  the  inspiration  of  our  civilization. 


Common 
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June  -4. 

Thirtieth 


Day  of  Prayer 
for  Colleges. 


Transfer  of 
Kansas  Con- 
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to  the  Tenth 
District. 


State  of  the 
Church:  Re- 
port No.  IV. 


The  word 

"  Laymen  " 
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the  Church 
who  are  not 
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Conferences. 


Church  Exten- 
sion :  Report 
No.  IV. 


A  resolution  from  the  Committee  on  Education  was 
presented  and  adopted,  recommending  that  tlie  day 
observed  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  colleges  be  changed 
from  the  last  Thursday  of  February  to  the  last  Thurs- 
day of  January. 

The  following  resolution  was  read  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That,  in  view  of  the  unnatural  relation  of  the  prairio 
States  with  tlie  Pacific  coast,  naturally,  commercially,  and  other- 
wise, and  the  difficulty  of  securing  an  inteUigent  and  proper  rep- 
resentation of  the  Churcl)  interests  of  tlie  one  by  the  otlicr.  v/e 
ask  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  constituting  the  Eleventh  District 
so  far  as  the  Kansas  Conference  is  concerned,  with  a  view  of  its 
annexation  with  the  Tenth  District. 

Whereupon  the  matter  was  reconsidered,  and  Kan- 
sas Conference  was  transferred  accordingly. 

Report  No.  IV  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

STATE   OF   THE   CHURCH— REPORT  NO.  IV. 

A  resolution  submitted  to  the  General  Conference  by  Rev.  S.  H. 
Nesbit,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference,  and  referred  to  tlie  Commit- 
tee on  the  State  of  the  Church,  was  duly  considered,  and  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  recommended  for  adoption  by  the  General 
Conference : 

Efisohed,  That  in  all  matters  connected  with  the  election  of  lay 
delegates,  the  word  "  laymen  "  must  be  understood  to  include  all 
the  members  of  the  Church  who  are  not  members  of  the  Annual 
Conferences. 

Report  No.  IV  of  the  Committee  on  Church  Ex- 
tension was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows : 


A 


CHURCH  EXTENSION — REPORT  NO.    IV. 

The  Committee  on  Church  Extension  has  considered  the  mat- 
ters referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Church  Extension  Society,  and  respectfully  recommends  for  adop- 
tion the  following: 

Rmilved,  1.  That  in  granting  donations  to  Churches,  the  Board 
of  Churcli  Extension  be  instructed  to  take,  if  practicable,  from  tlie 
Trustees  of  each  Church  an  obligation,  which  shall  be  a  lion  upon 
the  properly  involved,  for  the  return  of  the  amount  donated,  with 
lawful  interest  thereon,  in  the  event  that  the  property  shall  ever  be 
alienated  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  unless  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  thereof  shall  be  invested  in  other  Church  property,  of 
equal  value. 

Kesolviid,  2.  That  the  plans  of  the  Church  P^xteusion  Society  for 
a  Loan  Fund  for  Church  extension*  purposes,  as  set  forth  in  tlie 
several  annual  reports,  have  our  cordial  approval,  and  we  hereby 
earnestly  commend  them  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  all  our 
people. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  be  instructed  to 
administer  the  Loan  Fund  with  strict  regard  to  the  plans  upon 
•which  it  is  founded,  and  especially  to  require  all  parties  to  whom 
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loans  may  be  granted  to  meet  promptly  and  fully  tlie  obligations 
assumed  at  the  lime  sucli  loans  are  obtained. 
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June  4. 


Weekly      Sun- 
day-School 
Paper. 


Golden     Hours 


TlITRTIETH 

Day. 

The  following  resolutions,  reported  by  the  Commit-  Sunday-schooi 
tee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts,  were  read  and  Publications. 
adopted,  to  wit : 

Resolve.d,  1.  We  recommend  a  more  special  and  thorough  super- 
vision of  our  Tract  Department,  both  in  the  preparation,  publica- 
tion, and  systematic  distribution  of  our  tract  literature. 

Resolved,  2.  That  it  is  tlie  duty  of  both  pastors  and  people,  and 
especially  of  the  Tract  Committee  in  all  our  Churches,  to  p\it  forth 
renewed  efforts  in  a  systematic  distribution  of  our  own  tracts,  and 
also  in  the  annual  collection  of  funds  for  the  Society. 

Resolved,  3.  Tiiat  the  Book  Agents  and  the  Editor  of  the  Sunday- 
School  Department  be  requested  to  publish  a  weekly  paper  for  our 
larger  Sunday-school  scholars  so  soon  as  they  can  feel  assured  that 
they  can  make  it  a  success. 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  Book  Agents  he  requested  to  make  special 
efforts  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  Golden  Hours,  making  it  more 
attractive  to  the  youth  both  in  regard  to  the  reading  matter  and 
the  illustrations. 

Resolved,  5.  That  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  at  New  York 
be  requested  to  open  a  special  dep;irtment  for  the  exhibition  and 
sale  of  Sunday-scliool  books  and  requisites  and  tract  publications 
in  some  place  easy  of  access  to  the  public. 

Resolved,  6.  That  in  order  to  train  our  children  to  reverence  and 
love  the  Church  and  all  its  services;  to  encourage  the  attendance 
of  our  larger  children  and  youth  upon  the  Sunday-school,  and  to 
promote  the  knowledge  of  the  word  of  God  among  all  our  people, 
we  do  most  earnestly  exhort  parents  to  take  their  children  regu- 
larly to  the  public  services  of  the  sanctuary,  and  themselves,  as 
far  as  practicable,  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the  Sunday-school  with 
their  children. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Pastoral  Address  Pastoral  Ad- 
was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows : 
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EEPORT    ON    PASTORAL   ADDRESS. 

To  THE  Ministers  and  Members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren:  Your  representatives,  assembled 
in  General  Conference,  desire,  in  conformity  with  long  usage,  to 
send  you  a  few  words  of  fraternal  greeting  and  exhortation. 

First  of  all,  we  unite  with  you  in  devout  thanksgiving  to  Al- 
mighty God  our  heavenly  Father  for  the  continued  prosperity 
which  has  attended  ihe  ministry  and  polity  of  our  beloved  Zion. 
An  increase  of  275,242  members  in  four  years  shows  a  degree  of 
success  which  may  well  prompt  our  gratitude.  If  the  amount  con- 
tributed for  the  purposes  of  public  worship  and  the  cause  of  relig- 
ious education  be  any  indication  that  the  love  of  the  world  has 
given  place  to  an  enlarged  Christian  benevolence,  then  the  increase 
of  ."$23,451,970  in  the  reported  value  of  churches  and  parsonages 
over  that  reported  four  years  ago,  and  the  liberal  benefactions  to 
our  seats  of  learning,  call  also  for  our  grateful  acknowledgments,  re- 
membering the  inspired  Psalmist's  prediction  concerning  our  Sav- 
iour, that  "to  him  shall  be  given  of  the  gold  of  Sheba;  prayer 
also  shall  be  made  for  him  continually,  and  daily  shall  he  be 
praised." 
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•Tune  4.  We  are  not  unmindful  of  the  peculiar  composition  of  our  present 

Thiktietu       assemblage.     For  the  first  lime  in  tlio  history  of  om-  Cluirch  the 
Dav.  representatives  of  the  ministers  and  the  laity  sit  together  in  legis- 

lative council,  uniting  the  business  experience  of  laymen  witli  tiiat 
of  l!ie  regular  pastors.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say  to  )'0u  tiiat 
we  believe  that  the  presence  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Clnircii  is 
with  n.«,  and  tliat  the  union  of  ministers  and  laymen  in  our  coun- 
cils gives  great  promise  for  the  future.  We  claim  no  e.xemptioii 
from  human  frailties,  but  trust  that  au  earnest  purpose  to  ronse- 
crate  our  time  and  talents  to  God  will  appear  from  tiie  record  of 
our  proceedings.  With  sincere  liumility  we  praj^  for  the  forgive- 
ness of  sin,  and  for  restraining  grace  to  overrule  all  erroneous 
action,  that.  God  may  be  glorified  and  the  Gospel  of  Christ  promoted 
in  all  things. 

Suffer  us  to  remind  you,  dear  brethren,  that  the  increase  of  our 
sphere  of  labor  and  opportunity  imposes  upon  us  increased 
responsibiHties.  From  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  from 
Alaska  to  Texas,  an  open  door  is  set  before  us,  as  a  denomination, 
to  proclaim  a  present,  free,  and  full  salvation  all  over  om-  land,  and 
to  lay  strong  foundations  for  Christian  civilization.  In  addition, 
tlie  States  lately  in  rebellion,  now  happily  freed  from  the  curse  of 
human  bondage,  have  welcomed  our  ministration.s.  and  afford  us 
the  opportunity  to  elevate  many  thousands  to  the  glorious  liberty 
of  the  children  of  God,  while  our  foreign  missionary  fields  are  begin- 
ning to  exhibit  tl.e  fruits  of  faithful  labor,  and  are  whitening  rap- 
idly for  the  liarvest.  May  God  inspire  us  with  the  will  and  the 
ability  to  continue  winning  souls  ever^'-where  to  Ciirist !  Witli 
the  world  as  our  parish,  may  we  never  be  content  until  tiie  world  ■ 
is  saved! 

For  the  realization  of  such  aims,  the  most  essential  prerequisite 
is  personal  piety — a  piety  based  on  a  personal  experience  of  the 
Divine  grace  promised  in  and  implied  by  all  the  doctrines  and 
teachings  of  the  sacred  Scriptures.  That  you  may  "  grow  in  grace," 
therefore,  "  searcii  the  Scriptures."  Allow  no  low  opinions  of  the 
value  of  the  written  Word,  and  no  rationalistic  interpretatiims,  to  rob 
you  of  your  heritage.  Yon  may  avail  yourselves  of  aU  th.at  is  val- 
uable in  the  present  age  of  progress  witliout  departing  from  the  old 
landmarks,  for  Methodism  is  not  only  "  Christianity  in  earnest.''  but 
it  is  Christianity  availing  itself  of  modern  appliances — Christianity 
conquering  the  vvorld  for  Christ.  Our  aim  is  personal  holiness — in- 
ternal and  external  holiness — for  every  child  of  man.  Let  us  never 
forget  this.  Let  ••  Holiness  to  the  Lord  "  still  be  our  motto.  May 
it  be  inscribed  not  only  on  our  Churches,  but  on  our  business  and 
on  our  pleasures,  even  to  "  the  bells  on  the  horses."  Nothing  but 
t  an  intelligent,  earnest,  entire  consecration  will  answer  the  demands 

of  Him  who  gave  himself  for  us. 

To  promote  personal  religion,  all  the  means  of  grace  are  needed. 
Some  of  these  are  of  Divine  appointment,  and  cannot  therefore  be 
neglected  without  sin.  Prayer,  religious  meditation,  reading  the 
Scriptures,  attendance  upon  the  ministry  of  the  Word  and  the  sac- 
raments, are  obvious  duties  of  all  who  call  tiiemselves  by  the  Cliris- 
tian  name.  As  Methodists,  we  have  also  prudential  means  of 
grace,  which  have  been  owned  of  God  in  the  personal  experience 
of  thousands.  We  allude  particularly  to  our  class-meetings.  We 
fear  these  are  too  much  neglected  among  us.  Perhaps  we  have 
allowed  them  to  become  too  formal  and  stereotyped. 

Let  us  retrace  our  steps,  and  strive  together  for  a  revival  of  the 
spirit  of  Christian  communion  and  earnestness  which  ciiaracterized 
our  fathers.  The  memories  of  primitive  Metliodism  are  a  precious 
legacy  to  the  Church,  and  aftbrd  us  a  model  of  Christian  and  minis- 
terial eSbrt  which  we  do  well  to  preserve.      Our  early  ministers 
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were  uot  content  with  uttering  religious  essays,  but  sought,  with     June  4. 

fervid  exhortation,  to  induce  immediate  action.      To  this  design  all       Thietikth 

that  is  peculiar  in  Methodism  tended.      Our  public  services  were  ^*^^- 

hearty,  warm,  and  personal.      The  singing  was  congregational  and 

earnest,  and  tlie  expression  of  personal  experience  was  a  powerful 

auxiliary  to  the  exposition  and  proclamation  of  the  word  of  God. 

While  our  sister  Churciies  find  hortatory  preaching,  congregational 

singing,  and  meetings  for  Cliristiau  experience  needful  to  quicken 

their  zeal  and  increase  their  usefulness,  allow  us  to  urge  you  not  to 

loosen  your  hold  upon  such  effective  agencies. 

As  to  family  religion,  tlie  presence  of  1,221,393  of  our  children 
in  Sunday-schools  shows  that  we  are  conscious  of  the  obligation  to 
teacli  our  children  in  tlie  fear  of  the  Lord.  We  exhort  you  to  continue 
in  this  good  work.  That  you  may  attain  to  the  highest  results 
therein,  we  suggest  that  the  greatest  unity  be  kept  up  between  the 
school,  the  family,  and  the  Cliurch.  Gather  your  children  around 
your  family  altars.  Visic  the  schools  yourselves.  Suffer  not  your 
children  to  neglect  the  ministry  of  the  Word  because  tliey  go  to 
Sunday-school.  Let  all  these  appliances  lead  to  one  design — the 
conversion  of  your  children.  If  personal  and  family  religion  com- 
bine in  the  education  of  a  correct  taste,  our  young  people  will  have 
little  relisli  for  worldly  and  irrational  amusements,  and  we  may 
reasonabiy  hope  that  they  will  become  partakers  of  saving  grace. 

In  this  "connection  we  cannot  refrain  from  warning  you  against 
the  efforts  of  a  corrupt  and  decaying  hierarchy  to  regain  its  power 
by  obtaining  control  of,  or  destroying,  the  public-school  system  of 
our  country.  Tlie  bond  between  intelligence  and  public  virtue  is 
80  evident  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  remind  you  of  this  in  order 
to  secure  your  earnest  support  of  that  system  of  universal  primary 
education  which  we  must  regard  as  the  great  conservator  of 
Protestant  liberty. 

The  perils  attending  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  our  Cliurch- 
menibers  should  not  be  overlooked.  We  must  not  relax  Discipline 
and  sacrifice  spirituality  for  mere  worldly  influence  and  numerical 
strength.  To  avoid  these  dangers  we  suggest  that  special  instruc- 
tion be  given  to  our  probationers  in  the  doctrines  and  economy  of  • 
our  Church.  A  wise  pastoral  oversight  in  this  direction  will  be  of 
great  advantage.  Let  us  cultivate  the  largest  catholicity  of  spirit 
toward  all  wlio  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  while  at  the  same  time 
we  strengthen  our  own  individuality  as  a  distinct  denomination. 

As  all  the  members  of  the  body  have  not  the  same  form  nor  the 
same  office,  yet  are  all  permeated  by  the  same  vital  influence,  so 
may  every  branch  of  the  Christian  Cliurch  fulfill  its  own  mission 
while  keeping  '"  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace." 

Finally,  brethren,  farewell.  May  the  God  of  peace  give  us  all 
consolation  in  the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  when  the 
next  session  of  the  General  Conference  occurs,  in  the  iiundredth 
year  of  American  independence,  may  still  greater  triumphs  be  re- 
corded for  the  cause  of  Christianity  through  the  instrumentality  of 
our  Church.     Amen. 

The  following  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ladies  and   Manaporscfihe 

„  .   ^,     .      .         T-r    .  ,  ,       -  ,  Ladies      an.l 


stors'  Christian  I 

Tnion  was  read  and  adopted  : 

Pastors' 
Christian 

William  Cooper, 
T.  C.  Murphy, 
Henry  W.  Warren, 
S.  W.  Tliomas, 
W.  C.  Kobinson, 
J.  S.  M'Murray, 

Mrs.  Ellen  H.  Simpson. 
•'     C.  Kingsley, 
"     Annie  Wittenmeyer, 
"    S.  R.  Boyle, 
"     James  Long, 
"    David  Mullen, 

Union. 
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Jane  4. 

F.  Hodcrson, 

Thirtieth 

J.  B.  Qiiigg, 

DAT. 

George  M.  Steele, 

A.  C.  George, 

J.  B.  Wakelev, 

William  Nast* 

Jacob  Todd, 

Mrs.  Jennie  F.  Willing, 
"     S.  M.  D.  Fry, 
"     Mar}'  E.  Crook. 
"     D.  D.  Lore, 
•'     Harriet  B.  Skidmore, 
"     M.  H.  Crane. 


Eesoiutions  of  The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  draft  Resolu- 
tions of  Thanks,  presented  the  following  preamble  and 
resokitions,  which,  on  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  were  adopted 
by  a  rising  vote  : 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  THANKS. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
obligations  of  the  General  Conlereace  to  various  parties  respectfully 
report : 

Wliereas,  This  session  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  commencing  May  1  and  closing  June  4.  1872. 
has  Vjeen  pre-eminently  pleasant  and  gratifying  in  all  the  provisions 
made  for  its  accommodation  and  the  personal  comfort  of  its  mem- 
bers; therefore. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  faithfulness  and  skill  of  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements  are  hereby  acknowledged,  whereby  all  the  members 
of  tiie  Conference  have  found  timely  and  ample  preparation  made 
for  their  accommodation  and  comfort,  and  we  would  particularly 
mention  our  obligation  to  Messrs.  J.  T.  Martin,  John  lYench,  and 
Rev.  J.  E.  Searles. 

Resolved,  2.  That  with  all  the  sincerity  and  earnestness  that  lan- 
guage can  express,  we  would  tender  our  Christian  gratitude  to  the 
families  who  have  entertained  us,  and  we  do  most  devoutly  pray 
that  the  divine  blessing  may  rest  upon  them.  Our  friends  in 
Brooklyn  may  rest  assured  that  their  beautiful  city  will  always  be 
clothed  in  our  memories  with  delightful  associations  on  account  of 
the  kindness  and  generosity  of  those  whose  hospitality  we  have 
enjoyed. 

Resolved,  3.  That  we  are  under  obhgations  for  the  admirable  ar- 
rangements made  for  our  special  convenience  by  the  postmaster  of 
this" city,  Samuel  Booth,  Esq..  which  arrangements  have  been  carried 
out  so  faithfully  hy  Mrs.  John  F.  Booth :  and  also  to  J.  T.  Fenn, 
Esq.,  Manager  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Telegraph  Company. 

Resolved,  4.  That  we  highly  appreciate  the  promptitude  and  cor- 
rectness with  which  the  PMitor  and  Publishers  of  the  Daily  Chris- 
tian Advocate  have  presented  to  us  every  morning  a  report  of  the 
previous  day's  proceedings,  and  also  of  the  documents  and  reports 
which  we  have  desired  to  be  printed. 

Resolved,  5.  That  the  reporters  of  the  various  daily  papers,  who 
have  furnished  to  the  press  such  full  and  faithful  accounts  of  our 
proceedings,  deserve  and  receive  our  hearty  acknowledgments. 

Resolved,  6.  That  the  officers  of  the  various  railways  and  steam- 
boat companies  that  have  granted  to  us  special  accommodations  or 
abatements  of  the  usual  rates  of  travel,  deserve  and  hereby  receive 
our  thanks. 

Resolved,  1.  That  though  we  do  not  deem  it  called  for  to  com- 
mend our  own  ofBcers,  yet  we  cannot  forbear  to  express  our  grati- 
tude to  Almighty  God  that  the  health  of  our  older  effective  Bisiiops 
has  been  restored  and  maintained  so  as  to  enable  them  fiiithfully 
to  perform  their  arduous  duties,  and  we  congratulate  them  that 
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their  responsibility  is  to  be  shared  by  the  able  men  who  have  been      .Tixne  4. 
elected  to  be  their  associates.  THiBTttni 

Also  ijiat  the  Conference  deems  itself  fortunate  to  have  been  so  ^'^^• 

well  served  by  the  Secretaries,  both  chief  and  assistants,  and  that 
when  Dr.  Harris  was  made  Bishop,  Dr.  Woodruff  was  chosen  to 
take  the  place  which  he  has  tilled  so  skillfully  and  well. 

Report  Xo.  VII  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  was  Missions:   r^ 
read  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

MISSIONS— REPORT  NO.  VII. 

Whereas,  The  practice  is  said  to  prevail  in  some  parts  of  the    Collections    for 
Church  that  moneys  raised  in  the  name  of  the  Missionary  Society       soci^etv*''^ 
are  devoted  to  other  benevolent  purposes :  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  all  moneys  collected  for  the  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  should  be  remitted  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Parent  Society. 

Report  No.  V.  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  was  itinerancy:  Re- 
read and  adopted,  as  follows : 

ITINERANCY— REPORT  NO.  V. 

Tour  Committee  have  carefully  examined  the  journals  of  the  An-    ^°/^l[t°?f 
nual  Conferences,  except  those  of  Germany,  Liberia,  and  Kentucky  " 

Conferences,  which  have  not  been  laid  before  us.  Most  of  them 
have  been  kept  with  great  care,  and  in  conformity  to  the  directions 
contained  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Discipline.  A  few  show  lack  of 
accuracy,  and,  at  times,  inexcusable  carelessness  in  penmanship, 
orthography,  verbal  omissions,  unauthorized  abbreviations,  and  in- 
BufiScient  marginal  references. 

More  serious  defects  sometimes  exist. 

1.  The  roll  of  the  Conference  is  not  incorporated  with  the 
Journal. 

2.  Reports  and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Conference,  and  con- 
stituting oftentimes  an  important  part  of  its  action,  are  not  found 
either  in  the  Journal,  or  in  an  appendLx  properly  connected  with 
the  Journal  by  references. 

3.  In  not  a  few  cases  both  the  appointments  of  tlie  preachers 
and  the  statistics  of  the  Conference  are  omitted. 

4.  Tlie  record  in  case  of  trial  is  sometimes  painfully  incomplete. 
At  one  time"  record  of  charges  and  specifications  is  made  without 
record  of  action  of  the  Conference  thereupon.  At  other  times  the 
cliarges  and  specifications  do  not  appear,  though  judicial  decisions 
are  spread  upon  the  Journal. 

5.  What  fullness  of  detail  should  characterize  the  Journal  of  an 
Annual  Conference  it  is  impossible  accurately  to  define.  It  seems 
desirable,  however,  that  the  immediate  antecedents  of  Important 
Conference  action  should  be  briefly  noted.  For  example,  the  names 
of  Quarterly  Conferences  on  whose  application  permission  is  given 
to  sell  Church  property,  or  on  whose  recommendation  persons  are 
admitted  to  the  Annual  Conference,  or  elected  to  orders,  should 
appear.  Some  of  the  journals  omit  them  and  other  equivalent 
items. 

In  the  action  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  as  presented  in  the 
Journals,  tlie  Committee  have  marked  but  few  deviations  from  the 
law  of  the  Church. 

We  recommend  that  a  printed  copy  of  this  report  on  the  Journals 
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Jtine  4.      of  the  Annual  Conferences  be  transmitted  to  the  several  Secretaries 
Thirtikth       thereof. 
Day. 

Missions:   Ee-       Report  No.  XIII  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  was 

portNo.XIir.  -,-,-, 

read  and  adopted,  as  loUows  : 

MISSIONS — REPORT   NO.    XIII. 

Foreign  Mis-  Toiif  Committee,  to  which  were  referred  various  papers  in  re<?ard 
sions.  to  our  foreign  missionar}'  work,  after  carefully  examining  the  same, 

respectfully  report  that,  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  learn,  the  admin- 
istration has  been  wise  and  energetic ;  but  tlie  demands  of  the 
heathen  world  are  greater  than  the  resources  of  our  treasury,  and 
we  earnestly  appeal  to  the  Church  for  increased  liberality.  All  tlie 
interests  that  have  been  referred  to  us  in  the  above-named  papers 
will  be  subserved  by  the  adoption  of  the  following  : 

Resolved,  ].  That  our  Foreign  Missions  in  heathen  lands  should 
have  that  prominence  in  tlie  collection  and  disbursement  of  funds 
which  their  relative  importance  demands. 

Besnlved,  2.  That  our  Bishops  be  requested  to  give  to  our  Foreign 
Missions  such  episcopal  supervision  during  the  ens\iing  four  years 
as  will  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  work,  including  personal 
visitation,  if,  in  their  judgment,  that  be  necessary. 

Resolved.  3.  That  the  application  for  aid  from  Norway  be  referred 
to  the  General  Missionary  Committee  for  favorable  consideration. 

itinenincy :  Ee-  Report  No.  Ill  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  was 
'""^     "'     "    read  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

ITINERANCY — REPORT   NO.    III. 

Changes  in  the  The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  having  had  under  consideration 
Discipline.        various  matters  referred  to  them,  respectfully  report: 

They  recommend  that  the  word  "consecutive  "  be  inserted  before 
the  word  "  years  "  on  page  112  of  the  Discipline.  "  A  local  preacher 
must  hold  a  license  four  consecutive  years  before  he  can  be  or- 
dained." 

Also  on  page  113  add  to  paragraph  3  as  follows,  namely: 
3.  A  local  preacher  who  has  been  licensed  three  consecutive 
years  before  his  admission  on  trial  in  an  Animal  Conference  shall 
'\>Q  eligible  to  the  office  of  deacon  after  he  has  preached  one  year  in 
the  traveling  connection,  and  has  obtained  a  recommendation  from 
the  Quarterly  Conference  of  whicli  he  is  a  member,  and  his  char- 
acter and  qualifications  have  been  examined  and  approved  hy  the 
Annual  Conference. 

Book  Concern:  Report  No.  VIII  of  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern 
YiiT       "'   was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

BOOK   CONCERN — REPORT   NO.  VIII. 

Salaries  to  be  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  are  hereby  instructed  to  publish 
reported.  in  the  quadretmial  report  to  the  General  Conference  the  amounts 

paid  on  account  of  salaries  of  Bishops  and  other  General  Confer- 
ence officers,  including  salaries  paid  assistant  editors,  the  amount 
paid  on  account  of  families  of  deceased  Bishops,  and  the  amount 
paid  on  account  of  any  General  Conference  appropriations. 
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We  have  considered  the  memorial  of  the  directors  of  tlie  Balti-  June  4. 
more  Conference  Depository.  We  are  gratified  tliat  it  is  started  on  Thirtieth 
so  firm  a  basis  and  with  so  promising  a  future.     We  have  oonsid-  D^y. 

ered  the  reasons  assigned  in  tlie  memorial  for  making  it  tiie  office    Baltinmie    De- 
of  a  Committee  on  Grants,  empowered  to  make  donations  of  Sun-       posiiorj-. 
day-scliool  books  and  tracts;  and,  in  view  of  the  important  relation 
of  Baltimore  city  to  a  large  country  not  convenient  to  other  centers 
of  supply-,  we  commend  the  application  to  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  tiie  Sunday-School  Board. 


Report  No.  XI  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  was 
presented  relating  to  a  more  adequate  pi-ovision  for 
the  dissemination  of  missionary  intelligence  by  enlarg- 
ing the  Missionary  Advocate,  and  issuing  it  semi- 
monthly. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table  was  lost, 
when,  on  motion  of  L.  C.  Queal,  the  whole  matter 
was  referred  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Missionary 
Society. 

On  motion  of  Daniel  Curry,  a  call  of  the  house  was 
ordered  with  a  view  to  a  lin;d  adjournment,  where- 
upon it  appeared  that  the  following  ministerial  dele- 
gates were  present,  to  wit : 

Akeis,  Allen  of  Maine,  Anderson,  Bachman,  Bicker, 
Baldwin,  Ballard,  Barnes,  Bennett,  Bingham,  Birch, 
Black,  Bowman  of  Upper  Iowa,  Bracken,  Braden, 
Brakeman,  Brice,  Brooks  (C),  Brooks  (D.),  Brown  of 
New  York,  Brunson,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buck,  Buckley, 
Burdick,  Burr,  Butler,  Carlton,  Canithers,  Chaffee, 
Chalfant,  Chambers,  Clark  of  New  England,  Clarke 
of  Erie,  Clements,  Cobleigh,  Coggshall,  Cooper, 
Cowles,  Coxe,  Crane,  Crary,  Crawford,  Cumming, 
Curry,  Curtis,  Davis,  Day,  Deale,  Dearborn,  Dins- 
more,  Dobbins,  Durbin,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards,  El- 
liott, Endsley,  Evans,  Fanning,  Fayle,  Ferguson,  Fisk, 
Foss,  Fowler,  Fuller,  Fiillerton,  Gee,  George,  Gibson, 
Gillam,  Godfrey,  Golliday,  Goode,  Goss,  Gossard, 
Graham,  Graw,  Gregg,  Grimm,  Harford,  Harmount, 
Harrington  of  New  Hampshire,  Harrington  of  Rock 
River,  Haven  of  Detroit,  Hester  of  South-eastern  Indi- 
ana, Ilibbard,  Hight,  Hilliard,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hill  of 
New  Jersey,  Hill  of  Wilmington,  Hitchcock,  Hodgson, 
Holmes,  Horner,  Hoyt,  Hunt,  Hunter  of  Central  Illi- 
nois, Hunter  of  Pittsburgh,  Hurlburt,  Ives,  Jacoby, 
Jaques,  Jervis,  Jewell,  Jeuett,  Jocelyn,  Johnson,  Joy, 
29 
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Keeler,  Keller,  Kenney,  Kiger,  King  of  New  Jersey, 
King  of  New  York,  Klein,  Knotts,  Kynett,  Lakin, 
Lanahan,  Lemon  of  Nebraska,  Lemon  of  North  Indi- 
ana, Leslie,  Lindsay,  Lore,  Lyon,  Lynch,  M'Allister, 
M'Cauley,  M'Donald,  M'Elfi-esh,  M'Grath,  M'Mnrray, 
Maclay,  Mann,  Manning,  Mansell,  Marley,  Marshall, 
Martin  (A.),  Martin  (G.),  Matlick,  Matton,  Maxiicld, 
Mead  of  Troy,  Mendenhall,  Meredith,  Merwin,  Mid- 
dleton,Miley,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Central  Pennsylvania, 
Mitchell  of  Des  Moines,  More,  Morgan,  Mndge,  Mnir, 
Munsell,  Nast,  Nelson,  Nutt,  Olds,  Olin,  Osbon, 
Osborne,  Palmer,  Pease,  Peck  of  Washington,  Peck 
of  Wyoming,  Peirce  of  North  Ohio,  Pierce  of  South- 
ern Illinois,  Perrine,  Pershing,  Phelps  of  Central  New 
York,  Phelps  of  Virginia,  Phillips  of  North  Indiana, 
Phillips  of  Ohio,  Pike,  Pillsbury,  Pitman,  Porter,  Pot- 
ter, Prentice,  Prettyman,  Prince,  Queal  of  Central 
New  York,  Queal  of  Wyoming,  Quigg,  Raymond, 
Peed  of  North-west  Indiana,  Reid  of  Michigan,  Rice, 
Rich,  Ritchie,  Roberts,  RoVnnson  of  Philadelphia, 
Robinson  of  Washington,  Rothweiler,  Rust,  Rutledge, 
Sapp,  See,  Sherburne,  Sherman,  Simmons,  Skinner, 
Slicer,  Smart,  Spahr,  Steele  of  West  Virginia,  Steele 
of  Wisconsin,  Stevenson,  Stratton,  Stubbs,  Swearen- 
gin,  Talbot,  Tansey,  Thayer,  Tliomas,  Thompson, 
Tincher,  Tousey,  Trimble,  LTpham,  Van  Cleve,  Vin- 
cent, Waite,  Wakeley,  Walden,  Waring,  Warner, 
Warren,  Watson,  Weakley,  Webster,  Wetherbee, 
Whedon,  White,  Wilbor,  Williams,  Witherspoon, 
Wood  of  Illinois,  Wood  of  South-eastern  Indiana, 
Woodruff,  Wright,  Wykes,  Young— 249. 

The  following  ministerial  delegates  were  absent, 
to  wit : 

Allen  of  Southern  Illinois,  Bannister,  Bresee,  Brown 
of  Washington,  Dashiell,  Devore,  Dunn,  Eln,  Eldred, 
Gere,  Hamlin,  Harlow,  Harroun,  Hester  of  Indiana, 
Hogoboom,  Hopkins,  Huffman,  Hughey,  Huntington, 
Koeneke,  Kopp,  Kuhl,  Latimer,  Loeber,  M'Ann, 
M'Cullough,  Mallalien,  Marvin,  Mead  of  Erie,  Munger, 
Nesbit,  Olinstead,  Reynolds,  Schlagenhauf,  Shumate, 
Sorin,  Wardwell,  Washburn,  Webb,  Wentworth, 
Wilson,  Worthen,  Wythe— 43. 
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And  the    following  Iny  delegates  were  present,  to     June  4. 

TniKTrETH 
Wit  :  Day. 

Abernethy,  Albright  of  Pittsburgh,  Awl,  Baldwin,  '^^^^'^  p"^ 
Beadle,  Beale,  Benton,  Bonner,  Brown  of  Michigan, 
Briiehl,  Campbell,  Coldwell,  Cooley,  Cordozo,  Decker, 
De  Pauw,  Dickhart,  Ebbert,  Elmore,  Ellington,  En- 
glish, Evans,  Fairchild,  Fish,  Funk,  Groo,  Hammei", 
Hill,  HoUoway,  Hoyt,  Hiett,  Hypes,  Jones  of  Dela- 
ware, Jones  of  Wisconsin,  Klippel,  Lewis  of  Minne- 
sota, Logan  of  Central  Illinois,  M'Gee,  M'Williams, 
Miller,  Owen,  Phillips,  Pettibone,  Petrie,  Reynolds, 
Shinkle,  Shovelfr,  Sigler,  Taylor  of  Holston,  Taylor 
of  Lexington,  Thomas,  Wells  of  Troy,  W^il son.  Wood- 
ward— 54. 

The  following  lay  delegates  were  absent,  to  wit : 

Bates,  Bennett,  Berkley,  Berry,  Bishop,  Blaisdell,  laymen  < 
Bradley,  Brown  of  Genesee,  Brownfield,  Bundy,  Car- 
ter, Couistoek,  Cornell,  Corwin,  Critchfield,  Davisson, 
Deering,  Dillingham,  Dobbins,  Faber,  Garrett,  Gavitt, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Hackedorn,  Harlan,  Harris,  Hos- 
ford,  Hubbard  of  East  Genesee,  Hubbard  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, Ives,  Keller,  Kniel,  Landry,  Lane,  Lewis  of 
Missouri,  Logan  of  West  Virginia,  Mallalieu,  M'Cal- 
mont,  M'Intosh,  Majors,  Moore,  Moses,  Muzzy,  Nicols, 
Patton,  Paxton,  Plaisted,  Price,  Quinn,  Ramsey,  Rich, 
Rogers,  Root,  Rountree,  Sanford,  Saxe,  Schurmeier, 
Shaw,  Slavens,  Smith  of  Liberia,  Smith  of  Oregon, 
Smith  of  North-west  German,  Stewart,  Stillman, 
Stoker,  Strong,  Tasker,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thomp- 
son of  Indiana,  Tourgee,  Wardwell,  Wells  of  Missis- 
sippi, West,  Wright — 75. 

The  Journal  of  the  morning  session  was  read  and 
approved. 

Bishop  Janes  then  said  : 

In  behalf  of  my  colleagues  and  myself,  I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  before  tlie  final  adjournment. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  tliat  your  action  has  been  both  conserva- 
tive and  progressive ;  that  it  will  tend  to  the  peace  of  the  Church, 
and  augment  ))otli  its  organic  and  spiritual  power.  Considering 
tlie  number  who  have  composed  tlie  Conference,  and  the  many  local 
interests  tliat  must  be  felt  in  such  an  extended  and  connectional 
Church  as  ours,  we  regard  your  harmony,  both  of  feeling  and  of 
judgment,  which  has  led  to  such  unity  of  action,  very  remarkable. 
We  also  regard  the  devotion  of  the  members  of  the  Conference, 
both  ministerial  and  lay,  which  has  induced  so  many  to  remain 
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June  4.      until  this  hour  of  final  adjournment,  as  worthy  of  the  highest  appro- 
TmKTiKTH       elation  of  tlie  general  Church. 

Day.  Those  of  us  who  have  been  in  the  Superintendency  previous  to 

your  convening,  desire  to  say  that  we  have  received  the  colleagues 
you  have  given  us  to  our  hearts  as  well  as  to  our  Board,  and  we 
appreciate  the  consideration  of  the  Conference,  which  has  given  us 
such  a  number  of  colleagues  as  will  relieve  us  from  the  severe  serv- 
ices of  the  past  few  years.  ^Ve  have  strong  confidence  that  the 
future  of  the  Church  will  be  as  the  past,  only  much  more  glorious 
because  of  the  more  abundant  dispensation  of  the  Divine  Spirit 
given  to  us. 

"We,  all  of  us,  desire  to  express  to  you  the  hope  and  wish,  and 
unite  with  you  in  the  prayer,  that  Providence  may  protect  and  pre- 
serve you  in  your  journey  to  your  respective  homes,  and  that  you 
may  find  the  blessing  of  God  upon  your  families  and  upon  all  your 
interests. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  address  Bishop  Simpson 
read  the  Scriptures,  and  the  Conference  united  in  sing- 
ing the  hymn  commencing  : 

Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds 
Our  hearts  in  Christian  love. 

Daniel  Curry,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Bishop,  then 
offered  prayer,  and  the  General  Conference  of  1872 
adjourned  sine  die. 

tho:mas  a.  morris, 

ED^VnJXD  S.  JAXES, 
LEVI  SCOTT, 
MATTHEW  SIMPSOX, 
EDWARD  R.  AMES, 
THOMAS  BOWMAN, 
WILLIAM  L.  HARRIS, 
RANDOLPH  S.  FOSTER, 
ISAAC  W.  WILEY, 
STEPHEN  M.  MERRILL, 
EDWARD  G.  ANDREWS, 
GILBERT  HAVEN, 
JESSE  T.  PECK, 

Bisho;ps, 

George  W.  Woodruff,  Secretary. 
,     Oliver  S,  Munsell,     ^ 

OHN  -  •  '         )■  Assistant  Secretaries. 

Dennis  N,  Cooley,       | 

Edward  A.  Manning,  j 
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ADDRESS    OF   THE   BISHOPS. 

To    THE    Me^icers    of    the    General    Co>nFEEEjii'CE    of   the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Dear  Brethren-  :  We  oft'er  sincere  thanks  to  the  Giver  of  every 
good  and  perfect  gift  that  we  are  permitted  to  meet  under  such 
favorable  circumstances  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  and  we 
earnestly  invoke  the  divine  blessing  to  rest  upon  our  deliberations 
and  labors  during  our  session,  and  pray  that  we  may  be  led  to 
such  conclusions  as  shall  be  in  entire  harmony  with  the  gracious 
designs  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  touching  the  purity,  peace,  and 
prosperity  of  his  Church,  From  our  wonderful  histoiy  as  a  people 
we  cannot  doubt  but  that  hitherto  we  have  been  under  the  divine 
guidance.  Methodism  is  one  of  the  grandest  facts  in  the  history 
of  the  Christian  Church.  One  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  it  had 
no  separate  organized  existence.  To-day  it  probably  enrolls 
throughout  the  world  a  larger  number  of  communicants  than  any 
Church  in  Christendom,  except  such  as  have  had  support  from  the 
State ;  and  there  is,  apparently,  no  abatement  in  the  energy  of  its 
labors  or  the  grandeur  of  its  triumphs.  It  has  literally  girded  the 
globe  with  its  far-reaching  and  beneficent  agencies,  while  its 
evangelical  and  earnest  ministers  are  crying  in  many  languages  to 
the  inhabitants  of  many  lands,  "  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  that 
taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world." 

In  saying  these  things  of  Methodism  in  the  aggregate  we  do 
not  glory  in  ourselves,  for  to  us  of  the  present  generation  Meth- 
odism is  an  inheritance.  We  received  it  in  its  doctrines,  and  in  all 
the  fundamental  principles  of  its  polity,  from  our  fathers,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  some  slight  modifications — made  to  accommodate 
it  to  the  country  in  whicli  we  live — it  remains  intact. 

The  spiritual  condition  of  the  Church,  so  far  as  we  can  judge, 
is  as  prosperous  as  at  any  former  period.  The  visible  fruits  of  an 
earnest  faith  among  the  membership  have  never  been  more  abundant 
than  at  the  present  tiii'.e ;  and  in  our  opinion  the  ministers,  to  say 
the  least,  are  as  earnest,  laborious,  and  intelligent  as  ever  before. 
We  find  cause  for  thanksgiving  iu  the  steady  and  rapid  increase 
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of  members  in  our  communion.  In  1867  there  were  1,140,081 
members,  in  1871  tliere  were  ], 421, 323,  j;howing  an  increase  of 
275,242  ;  being  a  gain  of  52,535  over  the  additions  of  the  four 
years  preceding. 

The  corporate  wealth  of  the  Chni'ch  is  being  Inrgely  augmented 
by  the  Christian  zeal  and  liberality  of  our  members,  acting  under 
the  wise  guidance  and  earnest  labors  of  their  pastors.  Four  years 
ago  we  reported  11,121  churches,  an  increase  of  1,691  for  the  four 
years  preceding,  valued  at  635,885,439.  AVe  then  had  3,570  par- 
sonages, valued  at  85,361,295,  showins:  an  aggregate  value  of 
churches  and  parsonages,  in  1867,  of  §41,246,734.  We  now 
report  13,440  churches,  an  increase  of  2,319,  valued  at  $56,911,900, 
an  increase  of  §21,026,461 ;  exhibiting  an  average  increase  during 
the  quadrennium  just  past  of  §5,256,615.  We  now  have  4,309  par- 
sonages, an  increase  of  739,  v.alued  at  §7,786,804,  an  increase  of 
S2,425,509 ;  shcving  an  addition  to  the  number  of  our  churches 
and  parsonages,  from  Xovember,  1867,  to  Xovember,  1871,  of 
3,058,  and  an  increase  in  tlieir  value,  during  the  same  period, 
of  §23,451,970.  Eight  years  ago  we  reported  the  aggregate  value 
of  churches  and  parsonages  at  §26,883,076,  showing  an  increase  in 
value,  from  Xovember,  1863,  up  to  November,  1871,'of  §37,815,628. 
Such  facts  furnish  a  crushing  logic  in  favor  of  a  free  Church,  which 
the  advocates  of  the  union  of  Church  and  State,  either  in  Europe 
or  America,  are  not  able  to  gainsay  or  refute. 

Each  succeeding  session  of  the  General  Conference  increases 
the  gravity  and  importance  of  its  responsibilities  in  proportion 
as  the  numbers  increase  who  are  to  be  affected  by  its  action. 
When  the  Church  was  organized,  it  mattered  but  little  what  rules 
and  regulations  were  adopted,  only  so  they  were  not  repugnant 
to  the  teachings  of  the  Xew  Testament;  btit  now,  since  we  have 
become  accustomed  to  our  polity,  and  since  the  number  of  our 
members  have  increased  from  a  few  thousands  to  hundreds  of 
thousands,  it  is  a  question  of  grave  moment  as  to  the  propriety 
of  making  changes  even  in  what  may  be  considered  by  some  as 
niinor  matters.  Power  cannot  be  safely  intrusted  to  those  who 
will  not  let  it  lie  dormant  in  their  hands,  until  the  promotion  of 
the  general  welfare  requires  its  exercise.  Thus  far,  with  scarcely 
an  exception,  tl)e  General  Conference  has  been  governed  by  a 
wise  conservatism  in  the  exercise  of  the  authority  with  which  it 
is  clothed.  And  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  similar 
wisdom  and  moderation  will  still  guide  its  counsels.  Our  Arti- 
cles of  Religion,  and  the  fundamental  principles  on  which  our 
Church  organization  rests,  being  iirmly  settled  and  heartily  ap- 
proved by  the  vast  majority  of  our  ministers  and  members,  it  is 
only  required  that  Ave  build  with  care  on  the  foundations  already- 
laid.  There  is  one  ieature  in  our  economy  of  most  touching  in- 
terest to  every  Christian  heart.  We  allude  to  the  annual  collec- 
tions made  for  the  relief  of  aged  and  needy  ministers,  and  for 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  ministers.  Although  the  contri- 
butions for  these  most  meritoiious  claimants  fall  short  of  what 
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the  Church  is  well  able  to  give,  and  of  what  the  just  demands  of 
the  case  require,  still  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  witness  the  steady 
increase  of  this  fund  from  year  to  year.  The  collections  for  this 
purpose  for  the  quadrcniiium  ending  in  1867  amounted  to 
$398,080  06  ;  while  for  the  past  quadrennium  they  have  been 
$525,207  30,  showing  an  increase  of  $127,127  24.  Such  a  state- 
ment aflbrds  good  ground  for  believing  that  if  the  Annual  (con- 
ferences continue  to  give  careful  attention  to  this  im])ortant  jiart 
of  their  work,  it  will  not  be  long  until  all  just  and  reasonable 
claims  on  this  fund  will  be  fully  met. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  last  General 
Conference,  namely : 

liesolred,  1.  That  the  Bishops  be  requested  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  one  of  their  Board  to  visit  our  missions  in  India,  in 
China,  and  in  Bulgaria  once  in  the  next  four  years,  and  carefully 
and  patiently  review  them,  and  report  to  the  Church  at  home  in 
such  way  and  time  as  said  Bishops  may  judge  proper. 

Resolred,  2.  That  the  Bishops  be  requested  to  make  similar 
arrangements  for  at  least  one  episcopal  visitation  during  the  next 
four  years  to  our  missions  in  Germany,  Switzerland,  and  Scan- 
dinavia, and  report  to  the  Church  at  home  as  provided  in  the  pre- 
ceding resolution. 

Resolred,  3.  That  the  Bishop  who  may  have  charge  of  our 
missions  in  South  America  be  requested  to  inquire  carefully, 
through  the  office  of  the  Corresponding  Secretaries  in  Xew  York, 
into  the  necessity  of  an  episcopal  visit  to  our  missions  in  South 
America  during  the  next  four  years;  and,  if  he  shall  find  that 
their  condition  and  wants  require  the  presence  and  office  of  a 
Bishop,  that  then,  in  that  case,  the  Bishops  be  requested  to 
arrange  for  the  same  as  provided  in  the  preceding  resolutions. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  first  and  sec- 
ond of  these  resolutions.  Bishop  Kingsley,  having  expressed  his 
willingness  to  undertake  it,  was  assigned  to  this  work  ;  and  inas- 
much as  these  duties  would  call  him  to  China,  and  thence  to 
India,  and  thence  through  Turkey  to  North-western  Europe, 
Bishop  Ames,  who  had  been  elected  a  delegate  to  the  British  and 
Irish  Conferences,  resigned,  and  the  Bishops,  in  pursuance  of  au- 
thority given  them  by  the  last  General  Conference,  appointed 
Bishop  Kingsley  to  visit  these  Conferences  in  his  stead.  After 
visiting  and  presiding  in  the  Colorado,  Nevada,  Oregon,  and 
California  Conferences,  Bishop  Kingsley  sailed  from  San  Fran- 
cisco for  China  in  September,  1869.  From  the  two  volumes 
which  have  been  published  since  his  death,  and  which  contain 
his  admirable  and  instructive  letters,  the  Church  and  the  public 
have  learned  with  what  excellent  judgment,  patient  industry,  and 
unwearied  kindness  he  performed  his  work  in  China  and  India. 
But  before  reaching  Europe  he  rested  from  his  labors,  leaving  to 
the  Church,  which  he  loved  so  well  and  served  so  faithfully,  a 
rich  inheritance  in  the  pure  example  of  his  noble  an.l  well-spent 
life. 
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It  then  became  necessary  to  provide  for  the  performance  of  the 
remainder  of  the  service  contemplated  by  the  General  Conference, 
and  Bishop  Simpson  havino:  expressed  his  willins^iie^s,  was  accord- 
in'trlv  assicrned  the  duty  of  attendincr  the  Conference  of  Germany 
and  Switzerland,  and  of  visiting  our  missions  in  North-western 
Europe;  and  was  also  appointed  as  Delegate  to  the  British  and 
Irish  Conferences,  and  the  duties  thus  assigned  were  performed 
by  him  accordingly. 

'in  the  distribution  of  Episcopal  labor,  Bishop  Clark  was  charged 
with  the  supervision  of  the  missions  in  South  America;  and  so 
long  as  he  lived,  he  gave  to  the  work  the  Avise  and  careful  atten- 
tion which  was  always  given  to  any  Avork  that  devolved  upon 
him.  Since  his  death,"Bishop  Janes  has  had  the  oversight  of  these 
missions,  but  up  to  the  present  time  their  condition  has  not  been 
such  as  to  require  or  justify  the  time  and  expense  attending  a 
visit  of  personal  episcopal  inspection. 

We  desire  respectfully  to  invite  your  attenti6n  to  the  subject 
of  District  Conferences.  We  deem  this  a  matter  of  considerable 
practical  importance,  and  think  if  such  Conferences  were  carefully 
constituted,  and  their  duties  and  prerogatives  strictly  defined, 
they  might  be  rendered  highly  useful.  In  our  opinion  there 
should  b^  tAVO  sessions,  held  annually :  the  first  near  the  com- 
mencement, and  the  second  near  the  close,  of  the  conference  year. 

For  special  information  respecting  the  piesent  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  Book  Concern,  and  of  the  Missionary,  Clmrch 
Extension,  Tract,  and  Sunday-school  Avork  of  the  Church,  we  re- 
fer you  to  reports  of  the  \'arions  officers  appointed  by  the  General 
Conference,  to  take  the  special  management  and  oversight  of 
these  great  Church  interests,  trusting  that  each  will  be  found  to 
be  in  a  prosperous  and  promising  condition. 

We  are  happy  to  state  that,  so  far  as  our  information  extends, 
the  literary  and  theologicnl  institutions  under  the  patronage  of 
the  Churcli  are  steadily  increasing  in  the  value  of  their  endow- 
ments, in  the  number  of  students  in  attendance,  and  in  the  extent 
of  their  influence.  And  we  would  make  grateful  mention  of  the 
fact  that  a  number  of  our  wealthy  laymen  have  made  most 
munificent  gifts  in  aid  of  the  cause  of  acadeniic  and  collegiate 
education. 

The  combin?d  and  persistent  efforts  making  by  the  Bishops  and 
priests  of  the  Romish  Church  to  destroy  our  system  of  common 
schools,  attract  much  public  attention.  The  general  diftusion  of 
virtue  and  intelligence  among  the  people  furnish  the  only  sure 
basis  on  which  civil  and  religious  liberty  can  rest.  It  becomes 
us,  therefore,  cordially  to  unite  Avith  all  intelligent  Christians  and 
all  true  patriots  to  cherish  the  free  institutions  bequeathed  to  us 
by  our  Protestant  forefathers,  in  giving  an  intelligent,  firm,  and 
earnest  support  to  the  civil  authorities  in  maintaining,  extending, 
and  rendering  more  perfect  and  efficient  our  system  of  primary 
education,  until  all  the  people  thi-ou'j:hout  the  land  shall  share  in 
its  benelits  and  participate  in  its  blessings. 
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The  fourth  flay  of  July,  1876,  will  be  the  one  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  from  which  event  we 
date  our  national  existence.  The  dictates  of  both  patriotism  ;ind 
piety  render  it  proper  for  Christians  to  celebrate  sncli  an  occasion 
in  some  way  that  will  appropriately  express  their  <rratitude  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  mercy  and  truth  which  he  hath  sliown  to 
our  nation,  for  surely  he  hath  not  dealt  so  with  any  people.  If 
Ave  as  a  Church  are  to  celebrate  the  centennial  birthday  of  our 
beloved  country  it  will  require  some  action  by  the  present  General 
Conference,  because  the  next  General  Conference,  wliich  will 
probably  close  in  June,  1876,  comes  too  late  to  afford  sufficient 
time  to  make  such  arrangements  as  will  be  appropriate  and  neces- 
sary to  a  becoming  celebration  of  so  grand  an  event.  We  take 
the  liberty,  tlierefore,  of  inviting  your  attention  to  the  subject. 

Honored  bi-ethron,  bearing  kindly  and  fraternal  gi-eetings  from 
corresponding  bodies,  Avill  be  in  attendance  iipon  this  General 
Conference.  They  Avill  undoubtedly  be  received  with  all  due 
courtesy,  and  treated  with  becoming  respect. 

Since  the  close  of  the  last  General  Conference  the  Church  has 
been  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  nine  of  its  elected  members,  namely. 
Emor  Elliott  of  the  Illinois  Conference,  John  M'Clintock  of  the 
Kew  York  Conference,  Isaac  Winner  of  the  New  Jersey  Confer- 
ence, James  Davis  of  the  Delaware  Conference,  William  li.  Biown 
and  Bennett  Eaton  of  the  Troy  Conference,  Willard  T.  Lewis  of 
the  South  Carolina  Conference,  and  Samuel  V.  Blake  and  N.  J. 
B.  Morgan  of  the  Baltimore  Conference.  These  were  all  able  and 
faithful  ministers  of  the  New  Testament,  and  some  of  them  were 
very  eminent  in  their  theological  and  literary  attainments. 

One  of  the  members  elected  to  a  seat  in  this  body,  Byron  B. 
Caml)iirn,  of  the  Michigan  Conference,  died  suddenly  when  on  his 
way  from  the  session  of  his  Conference.  This  mournful  record 
gives  startling  emv)hasis  to  the  declaration  that  "in  the  midst  of 
life  we  are  in  death." 

Bishops  Thomson,  Kingsley,  Clark,  and  Baker  have  also  entered 
into  rest.  Doubtless  it  does  not  become  us  to  speak  in  terms  of 
extravagant  laudation  of  our  departed  colleagues,  or  describe  in 
detail  their  many  excellent  characteristics.  The  fragrant  memory 
of  their  blameless  lives  and  earnest  labors  is  as  ointment  poured 
forth,  which  will  long  linger  like  a  rich  perfume  within  the  Church 
and  around  its  altars.  The  death  of  these  chief  pastors,  the 
steady  growth  of  the  Church,  and  the  constantly  enlarging  tei-ri- 
tory  which  it  occupies,  in  our  own  and  in  foreign  lands,  will  devolve 
on  the  General  Conference  the  necessity  and  responsibility  of 
electing  from  five  to  eight  additional  bishops. 

We  are  truly  thankful  that  of  the  seventy-two  annual  Confer- 
ences which  in  the  aggregate  have  held  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  sessions,  but  two  of  them  have  been  disappointed  by  the 
failure  of  a  Bishop  where  one  was  expected  to  preside.  The 
official  records  of  our  administration  in  the  management  of  the 
weighty  afiairs  committed  to  our  oversight   by  the  Church  are 
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before  the  General  Conference,  and  to  the  examination  of  which 
we  invite  your  cureful  attention. 

And  now  we  devoutly  pray  for  ourselves,  for  the  General  Con- 
ference, and  for  the  entire  Church,  that  the  Lord  our  God  may  be 
with  us,  as  he  was  with  our  fathers,  that  he  may  not  leave  us, 
neither  forsake  us.  T.  A.  Moreis, 

E.  S.  Janes, 
L.  ScoiT, 

M.    SiMPSOX, 

E.  R.  Ames. 


ADDRESS    AND    REPLIES. 

BRITISH   CONFERENCE. 
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LETTER  ACCREDITING  REV.  LUKE  H.  WISEMAN,  A.M.,  AND 
REV.  WILLIAM  MORLEY  PUNSHON,  A.M.,  xiS  DELEGATES 
FROM  THE  BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 

To  THE   Genekal   Conference   of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church. 
Reverend  and  very  dear  Brethren  :  The  last  "VTesleyan  Con- 
ference, at  its  session  in  Manchester,  apjDointed  the  Rev.  William 
Arthur,  A.M.,  and  the  Rev.  George  T.  Perks,  A.M.,  as  its  repre- 
sentatives to  you.  Mr.  Arthur's  health  being  delicate,  it  was 
directed  that  "  should  the  state  of  his  health  at  the  time  prevent 
his  undertaking  the  duties  of  the  deputation,  the  President  is 
authorized,  after  due  consultation,  to  appoint  a  minister  in  his 
place." 

I  deeply  regret  that  the  necessity  has  arisen  of  acting  upon  this 
direction.  Mr.  Arthur  is  still  in  a  state  of  health  which  awakens 
much  anxiety,  and  it  would  be  extremely  imprudent  and  wrong 
to  impose  the  duty  upon  him,  I  am  happy  to  say,  however,  that 
in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  ex-Presidents  and  myself, 
our  beloved  and  honored  brother,  the  Rev.  Luke  H.  Wiseman, 
A.M.,  the  Secretary  of  our  Conference,  has  kindly  undertaken  to 
supply  Mr.  Arthur's  lack  of  service.  1  commend  him  to  you  with 
unusual  atfection  and  earnestness,  feeling  assured  that  he  will 
worthily  represent  British  Methodism  in  your  assembly,  and  that, 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  he  will  delight  and  edify  all  who  may  have 
the  privilege  of  hearing  his  addresses. 

Tlie  case  of  Mr.  Peiks  is  very  distressing,  and  one  that  calls  for 
the  deepest  sympathy.  Up  to  a  few  days  ago  he  was  fully  expect- 
ing to  come  to  you,  and  had  engaged  his  berth  on  shipboard  for 
that  purpose.  But  his  eldest  daughter,  who  has  been  for  some 
months   in   declining    health,   became   suddenly   and   alarmingly 
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worse,  and  it  was  evident  that  Mr.  Perks  also  must  be  excused 
from  the  duty  assigned  him  by  the  Conference.  In  these  circum- 
stances, I  have,  with  the  advice  of  my  predecessors  in  the  chair, 
requested  your  and  our  beloved  friend,  the  Rev.  W.  Morley  Pun- 
shon,  A.M.,  to  co-operate  with  Mr.  Wiseman  in  representing  our 
Conference  among  you ;  and,  God  willing,  he  will  appear  as  the 
colleague  of  Mr.  Wiseman. 

These  honored  brethren,  who  occupy  a  foremost  rank  among 
the  ministers  of  our  body,  will  show  you  of  our  affairs,  and  bear 
to  you  the  expression  of  our  wai'mest  regard  and  sympathy. 
Commending  them  "  to  God  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,'"  and 
at  the  same  time  to  your  fraternal  esteem  and  love  as  fellow- 
laborers  in  "  the  kingdom  and  patience  of  Jesus  Christ,"  and  as 
the  "messengers"  of  our  "  Churches,"  and  praying  that  God  may 
eminently  bless  your  assembling  together,  and  lead  you  to  right 
conclusions  in  all  things, 

I  remain,  reverend  and  very  dear  brethren,  yours,  in  the  love  of 
our  common  Lord,  John  H.  James, 

President  of  the  British  Wesleyan  Conference. 
London,  April  18,  1872. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  BRITISH  CONFERENCE  OF  1871. 

Reverend  and  very  dear  Brethren:  The  fraternal  and 
affectionate  address  dated  from  your  last  General  Conference  in 
Chicago  was  received  by  us  at  Burslem  with  much  respect  and 
with  much  gratification. 

It  gave  us  great  joy  to  learn  from  your  letter,  confirmed  as  it 
was  by  the  comprehensive  statements  of  your  representatives,  that 
the  Head  of  the  Church  continues  to  bless  you  in  your  labors  and 
to  encourage  you  in  your  hopes.  We  have  warmly  sympathized 
with  yoit  in  the  trials  through  which  you  have  passed,  and  we  not 
l^ss  sincerely  rejoice  with  you  in  the  day  of  your  consolation. 

We  thank  our  common  Lord  that  in  the  great  work  which  has 
been  equally  committed  to  you  and  to  us — that  of  advancing  the 
Redeemer's  kingdom  throughout  the  world,  of  upholding  the 
purity,  simplicity,  and  inviolate  authority  of  his  word,  of  prodaini- 
ing  prominently  certain  Christian  doctrines  which  have  been  too 
much  neglected,  of  lifting  up  a  protest  against  some  errors  which 
have  hindered  the  truth,  and  of  bearing  testimony  to  the  full 
meaning  of  the  communion  of  saints — you  have  grace  to  be  faith- 
ful, and  can  use  such  language  of  humble  confidence  as  we  marked 
in  your  communication. 

It  is  our  prayer,  as  it  is  yours,  that  our  great  family  of  Churches 
in  both  hemispheres  and  throughout  the  world  may  never  forget 
their  peculiar  vocation. 
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We  also  thank  God,  on  your  behalf,  thai  you  prosper  in  the 
discharLCO  of  those  special  functions  Avhich  have  been  assiorned  to 
your  E])iscopal  Methodism  in  the  new  world ;  the  difficulties 
which  beset  and  troubled  you  seem  for  the  most  part  to  have  been 
overcome.  Every  p:irt  of  your  summary,  and  of  the  statistics 
which  illustrate  it,  hns  been'matter  to  us'of  lively  interest.  We 
rejoice,  with  you,  that  yon  increase  in  ten  itory,  in  conferences,  in 
numbers,  and,  above  all,  in  spiritual  power ;  that  your  generous 
toils  for  the  Freedmen  have  been,  and  still  are,  crowned  with  suc- 
cess ;  that  your  centenary  thank-offerings  have  surpassed  your 
hopes,  and  are  producing  worthy  results;  that  your  institutions 
for  tlie  spread  of  education  generally,  and  of  theological  education 
in  particular,  are  keeping  pace  with  the  necessities  of  the  times  ; 
and,  finally,  that  your  missionary  operations,  which  keep  in  view 
the  original  design  of  Christianity  to  be  a  light  for  the  whole 
world,  are,  on  the  whole,  every-wliere  successful.  Your  account 
of  your  wide-spread  operations  up  to  the  date  of  your  letter  has 
cheered  us  much,  for  we  feel  that  your  labors  and  your  experiences 
in  relation  to  them  are  in  some  sense  our  own  ;  we  are  glad  still 
to  have  intelligence — not  being  dependent  upon  your  communica- 
tions for  our  knowledge  of  you  and  your  aflairs — that  you  are 
gradually  finding  the  fulfillment  of  your  desires  and  the  fruition 
of  your  hopes.  We  pray  that  wisdom  and  grace  may  be  abun- 
dantly granted,  that  you  may  be  able  to  adapt  your  system  so  firm 
at  once,  and  so  flexible,  to  all  the  necessities  of  your  wide  popula- 
tion ;  and  that  every  experiment,  cautiously  made  and  jealously 
watched,  may  prove  that  in  all  things  you  are  "  taught  of  God." 
May  future  reports  be  as  cheerful  as  your  last,  and  more  abun- 
dantly ! 

Of  ourselves  we  can,  through  the  faithfulness  of  God,  give,  on 
the  whole,  a  good  account.  Our  missions  to  the  colonies  and  to 
the  heathen  have  been  fairly  prosperous;  our  people  ai-e  nobly 
responding  to  the  older  claims  of  the  East,  and  also  to  those  of 
Italy  as  a  new  center  of  missions  within  Christendom.  At  home 
we  are  watching  the  tendencies  of  the  times  with  a  jealous  anxiety, 
but  without  fear;  Since  our  last  communication  to  you,  we  alsp 
have  had  our  trials.  We  are  not  insensible  to  the  tact  that  wS 
have  no  standard  by  which  our  public  influence  can  be  fully  esti- 
mated ;  but,  tested  by  the  old  method,  the  increase  of  numbers  in 
our  societies,  our  work  has  not  advanced  as  we  could  wish  ;  but 
there  is  a  very  marked  increase  in  the  number  .and  size  of  our  con- 
gregations and  in  our  schools  and  scholars.  Our  old  and  invalua- 
ble class-meeting  has  been  openly  and  furtively  assailed,  but  only 
with  the  ettect,  as  we  think,  of  calling  out  a  very  strong  feeling  in 
its  favor.  We  purpose,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  preserve  the  essen- 
tial integrity  of  that  institution  whatever  changes  may  occur. 
We  feel  sure,  however,  that  we  have  entered  on  a  year  which  will 
make  us  amends.  There  is  strong  expectation  and  hope,  and  there 
is  earnest  labor  among  our  societies ;  and  as  the  year  rolls  on — 
for  we  keep  our  letter  open  as  long  as  possible — we  see  indications 


18'72.]  Address  of  the  Bi'itish  Conference.  461 

of  tltat  revival  of  religion  which  is  the  cure,  generally  speaking, 
of  all  our  embarrassments.  Meanwhile  our  institutions  as  a  whole 
flouiish  ;  our  theological  schools  nre  doing  their  work  well,  and 
we  are  encoiu'aged  by  the  almost  total  absence  of  any  assatilt  upon 
the  imity  and  integiity  of  our  Christian  doctrine.  We  are  in  the 
midst  of  educational  difficulties  which,  in  another  ibrm,  trouble 
you  also.  But  we  are  gradually  seeing  with  more  and  more  pre- 
cision what  i-<  our  own  peiemptory  duty  as  a  people,  and  we  shall 
not  fail,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  do  it. 

Your  address  affectingly  nlludes  to  venerable  names  which  are 
now  doubly  venerable,  having  ceased  to  be  pronounced  as  among 
the  living.  We  note  especially  the  name  of  Bishop  Kingsley,  who 
hnd  been  appointed  one  of  your  representatives  to  us,  and  whose 
unexpected  removal  you  so  feelingly  deplore.  We  sympathize 
with  you — so  far,  that  is,  as  you  need  sympathy.  The  departure 
of  such  laborers  is  not  matter  of  unmingled  sorrow;  rather,  it  is 
one  of  the  croAvns  of  our  rejoicing.  We  also  have  our  obituary 
every  year  enriched.  Our  beloved  John  Hiinnah,  to  whom  you 
by  your  two  receptions,  and  otherwise,  greatly  endeared  your- 
selves, liiis  gone  to  his  rest.  And,  while  our  letter  is  yet  unsealed, 
we  have  to  insert  another  of  our  most  honored  names,  that  of  one 
who  was,  beyond  most  men,  the  common  property  of  the  two 
Methodist  worlds,  James  Dixon. 

You  will,  however,  receive  all  that  you  desire  to  know  of  us  from 
the  lips  of  our  representative,  Rev.  Luke  H.  Wiseman,  M.A.,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Conference,  whom  we  send  as  one  whose  intimate 
knowledge  of  our  affixirs,  and  interest  in  yourselves,  specially 
recommend  him  for  this  service,  and  whose  official  position  bears 
witness  to  the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  among  us.  Tlie  Con- 
ference appointed  as  its  representatives  Rev.  William  Arthur, 
M.A.,  equally  trusted  and  equally  beloved  by  you  and  by  us,  and 
Rev.  George  T.  Perks,  M.A.,  one  of  our  Missionary  Secretaries,  a 
brother  beloved  and  esteemed  in  no  ordinary  degree.  We  deeply 
regret  that  personal  affliction  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Arthur,  and  seveie 
domestic  aifliction  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Perks,  render  it  quite  impos- 
sible for  these  brethren  to  fulfill  the  appointment ;  but  we  have  been 
enabled  to  meet  the  emergency  by  conjoining  with  Mr.  Wiseman 
one  concerning  whose  acceptableness  on  your  part  we  have  no 
more  doubt  than  we  have  of  his  titness  to  represent  Methodism  to 
you  in  every  respect — Rev,  William  Morley  Punshon,  M.A.  These 
brethren  will  supply  the  lack  of  our  communications  in  any  par- 
ticular which  may  be  necessary. 

We  need  liardly  add,  nt  the  present  conjunctin-e,  that  they  will 
represent  our  present  desire  that  complications  which  have  seemed 
to  threaten  the  good  understanding  between  our  two  countries 
may  be  speedily  and  peacefully  adjusted.  Of  course  we,  like 
yourselves,  think  of  this  matter  in  its  religious  aspect,  and  we  feel 
sure  that  the  prayers  and  sympathies  and  efforts  of  the  one  Meth- 
odism of  America  and  England  must  be  an  important  element 
toward  the  preservation  of  peaceful  and  friendly  relations. 
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While  we  commend  our  representatives  once  more  to  the  same 
affection  wliich  has  never  yet  failed  to  greet  them,  we  have  to 
tliMnk  you  for  the  mission  of  those  whom,  from  you,  we  have  had 
the  happiness  of  receiving,  at  Burslem,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Simpson  and 
Dr.  Foster.  The  remembrance  of  their  ministration  is  still  warmly 
and  gratefullv  cherished,  and  will  long  be  cherished  by  the  multi- 
tudes who  then  gathered  around  the  Conference.  The  sermon 
wjiic'h  Bishop  Simpson  preached  before  our  Conference  was  one  for 
the  power,  unction,  and  reasonableness  of  which  we  were  very 
grateful  to  God.  Nor  can  we  say  less  of  the  masterly  theological 
discourse  of  his  colleague,  Dr.  Foster.  The  Conference  which 
these  excellent  brethren  attended  expressed  and  recorded  in  its 
]\Iinutes,  its  sense  of  the  respect  due  to  their  character,  and  of  the 
value  of  their  services  ;  but  it  is  a  pleasure  to  repeat  our  thanks. 

If  our  interchange  of  deputations  produced  only  such  fruit  as 
this,  it  would  be  a  usage  greatly  to  be  prized. 

Finallv,  Brethren,  we  greet  you  in  the  name  of  our  common 
Lord.  We  do  not  say  fiirewelf,  for  we  shall  continue  to  speak  to 
you  through  the  brethren  who  bear  with  them  this  document, 
'^lay  your  "General  Conference  have  the  presence  of  the  Master 
more  signally  and  sensibly  proved  than  ever  before.  And  in  due 
time  may  we  once  more  "  hear  of  your  aifaii's,  that  you  stand  fast 
in  one  spirit,  with  one  mind  striving  together,  for  the  faith  of  the 
Gospel." 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  Conference. 

JouN  H.  James,  President. 

LOXDON  April  13,  1872. 
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Mr.  President  a>'d  Honored  Brethren:  The  very  kind  re- 
ception which  you  have  been  pleased  to  accord  this  morning  to 
my  colleague  and  myself  will  be  accepted  by  our  friends  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic  as  another  evidence  most  gratifying  to 
them,  as  it  is  to  us,  of  the  thorough  cordial  feeling  which  still  con- 
tinues— we  record  it  with  thankfulness — to  unite  the  Methodist 
Churches  of  the  two  countries. 

At  our  Conference  of  1870  we  were  favored  with  the  presence 
of  two  honored  brethren  representing  yourselves — Bishop  Simpson 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Foster.  The  language  of  the  address  which  has 
been  read  does  no  more  than  justice — I  might  almost  say  scarcely 
does  full  justice — to  the  feeling  entertained  by  the  brethren  both 
of  the  clergy  and  laity  of  the  value  of  their  sei-vices.  The  sermons 
they  preached  are  talked  of  to  this  day  among  all  our  people,  and 
their  personal  intercourse  and  addresses  produced  an  impression  so 
pleasant  and  so  cordial  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  speak  of  them 
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in  fitting  terms  witliout  being  supposed  to  be  chargeable  with  ex- 
aggeration. I  can  rejoice — personally  incompetent  as  I  feel  my- 
self to  do  justice  to  the  subject — I  can  rejoice  tliat  there  is  in  this 
representation  a  gentleman,  Rev.  W.  Morley  Punshon,  who  is 
perfectly  able  to  do  full  justice  to  the  subject;  and  to  him  I  shall 
with  pleasure  refer  in  regard  to  several  matters  which  time  will 
not  |jermit  me  to  mention. 

Time  lieing  precious,  it  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should  re- 
peat at  any  length  the  expressions  which  occur  in  the  address  of 
our  Conference  in  whatever  relates  to  the  fidelity,  the  usefulness, 
and  the  .prosperity  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States. 
We  regard  your  record  as  ours,  and  you  as  belonging  to  ourselves. 
In  many  home  circles  in  England  your  great  Church  and  your 
great  achievements  are  talked  over,  and  by  our  firesides  referred 
to  with  pride  and  gratitude.  You  are  placed  in  circumstances  un- 
like our  own.  When  Methodism  rose  in  England  the  ground  was 
pre-occupied  by  other  Christian  bodies:  it  was  not  so  to  the  same 
extent  here.  You  have  a  wider  field,  a  great  and  glorious  country. 
You  have  free  institutions,  and  while  I  as  a  Bi-itish-born  subject 
am  not  desirous  of  changing  my  personal  relations  to  any  govern- 
ment on  the  face  of  the  earth,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  you 
have  in  this  country  a  field  which  the  Lord  has  enabled  you  to 
cultivate  with  great  success,  and  my  prayer  is  that  you  may  con- 
tinue to  increase  from  year  to  year  until  by  the  blessing  of  God 
you  have  covered  this  land  with  the  triumpiis  of  the  Gospel  as  the 
waters  cover  the  sea. 

Now,  sir,  and  honored  lu-ethren,  with  regard  to  our  own  affairs, 
I  am  permitted  to  state  that  the  past  four  years,  since  we  had  the 
honor  of  appearing  before  you,  by  our  representatives,  at  your 
previous  General  Conference,  have  been  years  which,  taken  on  the 
whole — allowing  for  one  single  exception — have  been  of  remark- 
able prosperity.  The  Lord  has  greatly  blessed  us;  he  has  extend- 
ed our  borders,  he  has  multiplied  our  children,  and  our  people 
ha\e  put  forth  eflbrts  and  manifested  a  generosity  unequaled  in 
any  previous  period  in  the  history  of  Methodism.  Take  as  an  ex- 
ample the  item  ol'  church  building.  Our  figures  must  appear  small 
in  comparison  witli  yours,  because  our  body  is  so  much  smaller 
than  yours;  but  we  have,  however,  done  well,  as  we  think,  for 
during  the  past  four  years  we  have  erected  five  hundied  churches 
and  chapels  in  Great  Britain  alone.  I  do  not  speak  of  Ireland,  as 
that  country  has  a  representative  upon  this  floor. 

We  have  expended  during  the  four  years  six  millions  of  dollars 
upon  church  building  and  enlargement,  and  of  the  same  amount, 
more  than  three  fourths  has  been  ai-tually  raised  by  the  contribu- 
tions of  our  people,  leaving  less  than  one  fourth  to  be  raised,  so 
that  during  this  period  our  Church  has  raised  mure  than  a  million 
of  dollars  per  annum.  We  have  at  this  time  one  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  more  sittings  in  our  churches  and  cha|)els  than  we  had 
four  years  ago,  and  we  are  thankful  to  state  that  the  new  chapels 
and  churches  are  exceedingly  well  attended.     There  has  been  an 
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increase  in  all  our  congregations;  I  cannot  state  with  accuracy 
how  tjreat  an  increase,  but  I  think  now  there  are  one  hundred 
thousand  more  in  attendance  upon  these  Church  services  than 
there  were  four  years  ago. 

Then  there  is  one  part  of  Great  Britain  which  we  have  specially- 
considered,  and  that  is  the  great  metropolis  of  the  country.  From 
various  causes  Methodism  in  London  has  not  had  the  phice  it 
should  have  occupied.  Very  considerable  effort  has  been  made  to 
remedy  this,  and  but  recently  a  scheme  has  been  projected,  aiul  is 
already  very  considerably  advanced,  from  which  we  hope  for  good 
results";  that  is,  through  the  liberality  of  our  people  it  is  proposed 
to  build  fifty  new  churches  in  London. 

Li  that  nietropolis  there  are  three  and  a  half  millions  of  people, 
and  there  is  nothing  like  church  accommodation  for  that  number. 
We  propose  for  our  share  to  build  fifty  new  churches,  the  smallest 
of  which  shall  have  a  seating  capacity  of  one  thousand.  A  gener- 
ous layman.  Sir  Francis  Lycett,  has  contributed  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars  for  this  purpose,  on  condition  that  the  same  amount 
shall  be  raised  by  the  friends  of  this  project  outside  of  London ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  they  have  responded  to  that  appeal, 
and  the  subscription  has  already  been  raised,  and  these  churches 
are  intended  to  be  large,  capacious,  and  contain  each  one  thousand 
sittings  in  the  audience-room.  Also,  we  are  to  have  school-rooms 
and  vestries  to  correspond.  Several  of  them  are  already  either 
completed,  or  in  a  state  of  progress ;  and  we  have  very  little  doubt 
that  this  movement  will  soon  have  arrived  at  its  completion  for 
the  accommodation  of  these  masses  in  the  great  metropolis  of 
England. 

Then  with  regard  to  schools :  these  do  not  take  the  same  place 
with  us  that  yours  do.  In  this  country  your  Sunday-schools  em- 
brace  all  classes,  whereas  with  us  the  more  opulent  seldom  attend, 
and  regard  them  more  in  the  light  of  missionary  undertakings. 
However,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  your  idea  is  fast  becoming  more 
prevalent  among  us;  we  have  increased  our  attendance  in  the 
Sunday-schools  very  materially  of  late,  and  tlie  attendance  is  now 
six  hundred  and  forty  thousand,  being  higher  than  ever  before, 
and  of  late  years  the  attendance  among  the  wealthier  classes  has 
largely  increased;  and  the  Conference  has  appointed  a  minister 
well  qualified  for  the  work,  who  lias  special  charge  of  the  work  of 
visiting  the  Sunday-schools  and  giving  such  advice  as  may  be 
found  necessary. 

Then,  with  regard  to  day-schools,  our  address  mentions  that  the 
subject  of  education  occupies  a  large  share  of  attention,  but  to  ex- 
plain this  would  occupy  too  much  time.  Until  the  passing  of  the 
reci-'Ut  P^lementary  Education  Act  tiie  whole  elementary  education 
of  the  young  was  in  the  hands  of  voluntary  bodies.  There  was 
no  State  provision  for  the  eilucalion  of  the  children,  except  in  the 
form  of  grants  in  aid  of  these  voluntary  schools.  Tliese  were  car- 
ried on  chiefiy  by  religious  l)odics— the  Church  of  England  having 
about  three  fourths  of  all ;  the  Weslevans  and  vhe  lloman  Catholics 
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did  something,  while  the  Congregationalists  and  Baptists  did  but 
very  little. 

Tlie  new  legislation  has  provided  another  class  of  elementary 
schools  unconnected  with  Churches,  managed  by  boards,  elected 
by  tl)e  taxpayers  generally,  and  the  expenses  d(^frayed  out  of  the 
public  rates.  From  this  new  arrangement  ranch  has  been  expected  ; 
but  the  whole  enterprise  is  yet  an  experiment,  nnd  is  too  much  in 
Its  infancy,  and  too  much  encompassed  with  initial  difficulties,  to 
enable  me  to  speak  with  confidence  of  its  probable  results.  At 
the  next  General  Conference  we  expect  when  our  representatives 
shall  stand  before  you  that  they  will  be  able  to  give  a  satisfactory 
account  of  the  results  of  this  first  attempt  to  render  elementary 
education  really  national. 

One  matter  may  deserve  notice  in  regard  to  the  higher  educa- 
tion of  the  country.  Until  quite  recently  the  great  Universities 
of  Oxforil  and  Cambridge  were  closed  to  all  applicants  except  those 
who  conformed  to  the  Church  of  England;  now  w^e  are  hai^py  to 
say  that  this  restriction  has  been  repealed,  and  that  unjust  and 
oppressive  state  of  things  has  passed  away.  The  great  question 
of  religious  equality  has  been  advanced  by  this  one  step,  and  now 
persons  of  all  denominations  can  go  to  our  nationul  Universities 
of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  be  eligible  to  the  emoluments  and 
honors  in  them.  Already  a  goodly  band  of  Methodist  young  men 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  change,  and  I  am  hnppy  to  say  that 
any  of  our  Methodist  youth  who  conduct  themselves  with  propri- 
ety seem  to  labor  under  no  disadvantage  whatever  because  not 
connected  with  the  Church  of  England.  While  I  am  speaking 
upon  the  subject  of  education,  I  may  be  permitted  to  mention 
that  our  three  theological  colleges,  containing  about  two  hundred 
students,  continue  as  in  former  years.  We  are  careful,  indeed,  in 
the  selection  of  our  candidates,  assigning  seveial  examinations  to 
each  applicant  before  admission,  and  we  cherish  the  belief  that, 
under  the  blessing  of  God,  a  more  efficient  ministry  is  being  raised 
up  iu  England. 

I  pass  from  these  matters  to  say  a  word  with  reference  to  our 
home  mission  work.  The  total  amount  raised  for  this  fund  is  about 
$100,000  a  year.  We  have  of  late  years  assigned  ministers  to  dis- 
tricts iu  Loudon  where  there  is  absolutely  no  Methodism,  many 
of  which  there  are  containing  from  twenty  thousand  to  fifty  thou- 
sand people.  Four  of  these  ministers  were  appointed  at  our  last 
Conference,  without  circuit,  charge,  or  Church,  Tiiey  are  sent  to 
preach,  and,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  raise  up  a  circuit.  We  find 
our  mission  iu  Loudon,  with  its  three  millions  and  a  quarter  of 
population,  where  religious  provision  is  lamentably  insufficient  lor 
the  wants  of  the  people,  to  be  increasingly  important  and  urgent. 
In  connection  with  this  movement  we  have  just  established  a  special 
fund  fur  hiring  halls  and  theaters,  and  for  employing  lay  agents 
and  Bible  women,  to  reach  the  lowest  and  most  neglected  classes 
of  our  population. 

Then  with  regard  to  foreign  missions:  on  the  whole  they  have 
30 
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been  fairly  prosperous.  "We  have  a  hope  that  before  long  we  shall 
have  two  new  affiliated  Conferences,  one  in  the  West  Indies  and 
one  in  South  Africa ;  and  preliminary  financial  measures  have  al- 
ready been  taken  with  a  view  to  that  end.  In  Europe,  we  have 
fourteen  circuits  in  South  Germany,  your  work  being  chiefly  in 
the  Xorth.  By  the  blessing  of  God  our  little  commencement  in 
Italy  has  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  tvventy  circuiis.  In  that 
country  we  have  never  had  more  than  two  Englishmen  as  labnrei-s. 
But  the  Lord  has  raised  up  a  goodly  band  of  Italians.  Four  or 
five  of  these  were  formerly  priests,  one  was  a  friar,  two  or  three 
were  university  tutors  or  professors,  while  others  have  been  drawn 
from  the  humbler  walks  of  life.  We  have  completed  the  purchase 
of  a  block  in  a  central  situation  in  the  city  of  Rome.  The  price 
was  §50,000,  which  money  has  been  raised  and  paid,  so  that  in  the 
heart  of  the  Eternal  City  we  have  now  a  good  position.  Part  of 
this  property  will  be  altered  so  as  to  be  fit  for  a  church,  schools, 
and  parsonage,  while  the  remaining  part  will  be  let  as  shops  and 
dwellings;  and,  owing  to  the  very  reasonable  terms  on  which  the 
property  was  obtained,  we  shall  derive  from  this  part  a  fair  interest 
on  the  total  outlay.  What  is  more  important,  the  great  Head  of 
the  Church  has  raised  up  a  brother  who  seems  eminently  qualified 
to  work  in  the  city  of  Rome — Signer  Sciarelli,  who  is  an  eloquent 
preacher.  I  may  just  mention  that  a  short  time  ago  there  was  a 
public  discussion,  between  the  Catholics  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
Protestants  on  the  other,  on  the  question,  Whether  St.  Peter  was 
ever  in  Rome?  The  discussion  was  held  for  three  days,  the  ablest 
disputants  on  the  Romish  side  being  engaged.  The  whole  was 
conducted  with  great  order,  and  our  Methodist  evangelist  was 
chosen  as  the  first  speaker  to  lead  ofi"  the  argument  on  the  Protest- 
ant side  of  the  question.  Tiie  discussion  caused  immense  interest; 
and  the  effect  may  be  judged  of  from  the  fact  that  the  Pope  has 
prohibited  all  further  discussion  of  the  question. 

Now,  honored  brethren,  before  closing  these  remarks  I  must,  in 
fidelity  to  the  trust  reppsed  in  me,  express  our  regret  that  with  all 
these  external  evidences  of  prosperity  our  Church  membership 
does  not  increase  at  a  more  rapid  rate.  It  does  not  decline.  We 
are  ten  thousand  members  more  than  we  were  four  years  ago. 
But  the  rate  of  increase  in  our  membership  is  not  commensurate 
with  the  increase  in  our  churches,  congregations,  and  schools.  We 
are  resolved,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  be  more  humble,  holy,  devoted, 
and  faithful.  We  have  lost  some  noble  men  since  tlae  last  General 
Conference:  James  Dixon,  who  was  known  here  many  years  ago; 
and  Thomas  Vasey,  who,  if  he  had  lived,  Avould  doubtless  have 
been  President  of  our  Conference,  and  the  narrative  of  whose 
glorious  triumph  over  death  has  exercised  over  thousands  in  our 
co.mtry  a  most  blessed  influence.  We  desire  to  remember  that 
our  great  work  is,  afi.er  all,  not  so  much  the  advocacy  of  sect  or 
party,  as  to  spread  scriptural  holiness  throughout  the  land.  We 
are  tliankful  to  believe,  brethren,  that  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church  continues  to  bless  us  in  the  spread  of  the  great  truth  of 
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the  Gospel,  and  we  are  resolved  never  to  abate  or  weaken  our  testi- 
mony to  the  true  divinity  of  our  blessed  Lord ;  the  atonement  made 
for  sin  by  his  precious  blood  and  perfect  sacrifice ;  the  necessity 
of  the  inspiration  and  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  order  to 
repentance,  conversion,  sanctification,  and  walk  with  God ;  and 
the  necessity  for  inculcating  upon  all  our  people  the  precepts  of 
the  divine  law,  and  the  duty  and  blessedness  of  practical  leligion, 
so  that  the  world  may  see  that  their  profession  is  not  an  empty 
name.  We  have  had  gracious  revivals  in  several  parts  of  the 
country  in  the  last  few  months,  some  of  them  very  large,  I  cannot 
tell  how  large ;  but,  whatever  may  be  the  statistics,  at  all  events 
the  Lord  has  watered  his  heritage,  and  sinners  have  been  heard 
crying  for  mercy,  and  the  Churches  are  receiving  accessions.  We 
are  thankful  to  tell  you  of  a  spirit  of  union  and  biotherly  love  pre- 
vailing through  Great  Britain.  We  have,  of  course,  difierences  of 
opinion  in  detail;  this  is  to  be  expected;  but  I  believe  we  have 
the  spirit  of  love  and  charity.  I  have  no  doubt  if  I  should  be  in 
your  coiuitry  awhile,  and  learn  more  of  your  Churclies,  I  should 
find  the  same  here ;  but  notliing  is  more  marked,  nor  more  beauti- 
ful, than  the  spirit  of  love  and  mutual  confidence  which  pervades 
the  hearts  of  our  Methodist  preachers  in  England;  they  never 
loved  the  truth  more,  and  were  never  more  brave  in  declaring  that 
truth  than  at  the  present  time. 

There  is  also  a  tendency  toward  closer  union  among  the  different 
Methodist  bodies.  In  our  country  the  junior  Methodist  societies, 
taken  all  together,  have  a  membership  fully  three  fourths  as  large 
as  our  own.  Although  we  do  not  at  the  present  see  the  way  clear 
for  a  complete  fusion,  we  do  see  our  way  for  a  better  mutual 
understanding  than  formerly  prevailed.  If  any  asperity  or  acerbity 
existed  in  former  years,  we  are  thankful  to  report  that  this  has 
greatly  died  away,  on  which  account  we  thank  God  and  take 
courage.  For  the  very  marked  manner  in  which  you  have  re- 
ceived our  address,  and  for  tliese  expressions  of  interest  toward 
our  work  in  England,  again  permit  me  to  return  you  our  sincerest 
thanks. 


O. — Journal,  page  107. 
ADDRESS  OF  REV.  WILLIAM  MORLEY  PUNSHON,  M.A. 

Bishop  Simpson,  Honored  and  dear  Fathers  and  Breth- 
EEN :  There  are  three  very  sufficient  reasons  why  I  should  not  de- 
tain you  at  length  with  any  remarks  of  mine  :  first,  because  your 
time  is  precious  ;  weighty  matters  await  your  attention  and  decis- 
ion, and  there  ai'e  delegates  present  from  other  bodies  who  have 
a  right  to  be  heard.  Second,  because  I  hardly  consider  myself  a 
representative,  my  presence  here  being  but  the  accident  of  an  acoi- 
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dent,  but  only  as  a  sort  of  Fklus  Achates  to  my  friend  and 
brother,  Mr.  Wiseman,  to  whose  address  yon  have  just  listened 
with  so  much  pleasure.  And,  third,  because  four  years  ago,  when 
I  luid  a  legitimate  chance,  I  exhausted  myself,  and,  I  am  afraid, 
exhausted  you.  Since  then  no  material  change  has  been  brought 
within  the  range  of  a  telescopic  observation. 

Although  I  disclaim  the  character  of  a  representative,  I  am 
gratefid  to  the  British  Conference,  to  which  I  still  swear  fealty, 
that  it  has  honored  me  in  its  appointment  of  Fraternal  Delegate 
on  tliis  interesting  occasion.  I  yield  to  no  man  on  earth  in  sincere 
admiration  of  the  work  which  you  ai'e  doing;  a  work  which 
always  attracted  me,  but  of  Avhich  I  never  thought. so  highly  as 
since  I  have  looked  upon  it  with  a  nearer  vision.  I  have  not  yet 
had  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  your  operations  in  the  South, 
though,  if  God  spares  me,  I  hope  to  add  that  to  my  experience 
before  long.  As  I  have  gone  in  and  out  through  your  borders, 
from  Maine  to  California,  and  fi-oui  where  the  Father  of  Waters 
Lives  the  fair  city  of  St.  Louis,  to  where,  in  tlie  far  North,  the  for- 
ests wave  on  the  slujres  of  Puget's  Sound — and  as  I  have  seen  you 
abreast  of  the  newest  settlements  every-where,  engaged  in  the  same 
holy  toil,  planting  the  siime  blessed  civilization,  uplifting  the  same 
consecrated  cross,  many  a  time  has  my  heart  throbbed  with  thank- 
fulness to  the  God  who  has  raised  up  this  power  in  your  country. 
I  liave  chronicled  your  marches  and  successes  with  true  brotherly 
pride,  and  have  noted  that  you  have  not  only  leavened  your  own 
country,  but  in  the  muniticence  of  your  zeal  you  have  crossed  the 
continent,  have  made  the  Avorld  a  neighborhood,  and  it  is  hardly 
too  much  to  say  you  have  girdled  the  world  with  a  zone  of  labor 
and  an  atmosjihere  of  prayer. 

In  the  work  which  you  are  doing  you  are  providing  for  the 
permanent  national  life,  for  those  are  healthiest  nations  of  which 
the  Holy  Seed  is  the  substance,  and  the  strongest  rampart  of 
defense  is  a  rampart  of  sanctified  mind.  With  all  my  heart  I 
reiterate  the  prayer,  May  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers  make 
you  a  thousand-fold  more  than  you  are,  and  bless  you  as  he  hath 
promised ! 

I  deem  it  fortunate  that  circumstances  enabled  me  to  witness  the 
inaugin-ation  in  your  Church  history  at  the  last  General  Confer- 
ence, the  first  introduction  of  colored  delegates.  At  this  Confei'- 
ence  I  am  permitted  to  witness  the  admission  of  the  laymen  upon 
your  floor  to  share  equally  in  its  deliberations.  I  am  watching,  the 
whole  Methodist  Church  is  watching,  the  result  of  your  experiment 
with  some  solicitude,  but  with  hardly  any  misgivings.  But  so  far 
as  enlisting  on  the  part  of  the  laymen  the  greatest  possible  co-op- 
eration, the  most  entire  accord  with  the  pastorate  in  the  spread- 
ing of  the  work  of  God,  so  far,  I  am  sure,  there  is  no  Methodist 
heart  but  that  beats  in  unison  with  your  own.  In  this  great 
Amalekite  battle  we  need  a  Moses  to  pray,  a  Joshua  to  tight,  and 
an  Aaron  and  Hur  to  hold  up  Moses's  hands. 

Vou  will  not  expect  me,  after  the  exhaustive  address  of  my  col- 
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league,  to  say  much  upon  the  state  and  prospects  of  British  Meth- 
odism ;  and  it  is,  moreover,  known  to  many  of  you  that  since  the 
last  General  Conference  I  have  only  looked  at  its  enterprises,  as  it 
were,  through  the  loop-holes  of  retreat.  But  it  is  a  law  in  mental 
optics  that  far  sight  is  often  clear  sight ;  and  there  are  two  or 
three  aspects  which  h.ive  presented  themselves  to  me,  and  which 
perhaps  escaped  my  friend  and  colleague  because  he  was  too  near 
to  see  them.     It  is  my  province  to  remind  you  of  these. 

I  have  observed,  I  think,  a  gnidua!  growth  in  the  estimation  and 
honor  in  which  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  England  is 
held  by  all  the  English  people;  but  this  has  been  obtained  not  by 
the  ostentatious  pushing  of  itself  into  public,  but,  by  its  consistent 
and  earnest  doing  of  its  proper  Avork,  it  has  won  an  almost  national 
recognition  and  esteem.  Time  was,  and  not  remotely,  when  it 
was  otherwise ;  when,  so  formidable  was  the  reproach  of  Method- 
ism, and  so  overshadowing  the  influence  beneath  \vhich  it  wrought 
and  suffered,  that  it  could  scarcely  get  sufficiently  into  the  light  to 
let  its  pure  religion  and  undefiled  come  under  the  observation  of 
men.  It  was  the  custom  sometimes  to  ignore  it,  sometimes  with 
an  air  of  patronage  to  tolerate  it,  sometimes  kindly  to  apologize 
for  it,  and  at  best  to  associate  its  fervor  with  fanaticism,  and  to  re- 
gard it  as  an  iri-egular  and  veiy  hutiible  helper  which  might  be 
suffered,  though  with  some  misgiving,  to  do  a  little  guerrilla  fight- 
ing in  the  service  of  Christ.  For  long  years  English  Methodism 
bore  all  this  very  patiently,  courting  no  antagonisms,  like  Nehe- 
miali  hardly  deigning  to  come  down  from  its  great  woi*k  even  to 
defend  its  character,  but  always  planting  Churches  and  always 
saving  souls.  Now  it  is  having  its  reward.  Of  course  there  are 
yet  those  who  scorn,  and  those  who  hinder;  bigotry  and  prejudice 
are  not  by  any  means  dead  ;  but  the  Methodism  of  to-day  occupies 
a  very  different  position  from  the  Methodism  even  of  twenty  years 
ago.  It  is  now  recognized  as  a  spiritual  power.  It  is  hailed  as 
an  energetic  ally.  Scholarship  and  culture  are  not  denied  to 
it.  It  is  even  escaping  from  the  charge  of  being  a  vulgar  thing. 
Its  representatives  are  in  the  great  council  of  the  nation.  It  sends 
its  men,  aye,  and  its  women,  on  the  school  boards  by  which  the 
education  of  the  rising  generation  is  directed.  It  has  penetrated 
even  into  Westminister  Abbey.  Its  sons  sit  among  the  learned, 
as  learned  as  any,  on  the  Committee  of  Biblical  Revision  ;  and 
while  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  listen  to  its  clear  teaching 
of  the  Gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  its  influences  are  felt  like 
an  atmospiit-re  breathed  nnconsciously,  like  air-waves  breaking 
upon  society  at  every  point  with  unseen  but  resistless  pressure. 

I  know  that  this  cliange  in  the  public  opinion  may  fluctuate,  and 
that  the  altered  circumstances  are  not  free  from  danger — just  as 
Capua  was  more  disastrous  than  Cannae  to  the  old  Koman  army — 
and  yet,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  while  Methodism  remains  simple 
in  purpose  and  strong  in  faith  it  can  leave  nothing  but  blessings 
behind  it,  I  rejoice  in  the  ample  opportunties  which  are  thus  af- 
forded for  doing  good,  and  I  take  it  that  God  is  thus  indicating 
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his  purpose  that  Methodism  shall  become  more  aggressive  against 
evil  than  ever.  Times  of  persecution  and  strife,  however  they  may- 
brace  individual  piety,  are  not  favorable  to'  associate  endeavor. 
Days  of  obscurity  and  reproach  are  the  days  of  the  Church's  tes- 
timony, when  she  endures  hardness,  and  nurses  heroes,  and  culti- 
vates that  faith  which  is  the  stutf  of  which  martyrs  are  made. 
When  God  means  her  to  become  missionary  he  stills  the  noise  of 
the  waves  and  the  tumult  of  the  people,  and  gives  rest  from  the 
enemy  on  all  sides,  and  she  worships  not  in  catacombs  but  in  tem- 
ples, and  she  has  no  baptism  of  fire  except  that  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which  is  a  lambent  and  cleansing  flame.  Her  growing  influence, 
therefore,  points  out  her  solenm  duty.  I  trust  in  God  she  will  be 
faithful  to  do  it. 

I  have  discovered  what  I  think  to  be  a  very  hopeful  sign  in 
British  Methodism,  and  that  is  that,  while  it  retains  with  unbend- 
ing firmness  all  its  former  principles,  it  has  become  more  flexible 
in  its  modes  of  action.  It  adapts  itself  to  new  necessities  with  an 
easier  grace ;  it  looks  with  more  indulgence  upon  bold  eflbrts  to 
do  the  Master's  work,  although  they  may  not  run  quite  in  the  re- 
spectable groove  of  the  former  times.  Hence  have  sprung  the 
princely  efforts  which  are  announced  as  being  made  on  so  large  a 
scale  for  the  erection  of  fifty  churches  in  London  within  the  next 
few  years,  for  the  appointment  of  lay-agents,  specially  fitted  and 
furnished,  to  make  a  raid  on  its  darkness  and  sin,  and  otherwise  for 
the  moral  conquest  of  that  vast  mass  of  human  life — that  ocean 
with  its  millions  of  billows,  so  many  of  which  are  "  raging  waves, 
foaming  out  their  own  shame." 

In  this  connection  I  may  fitly  speak  of  another  work  of  Christ- 
like  charity.  In  the  great  heart  of  the  founder  of  Methodism  there 
were  many  pulses  which  beat  for  the  fatherless,  and  the  first  house 
of  worship  which  he  built  in  New^-astle-upon-Tyne  was  known  as 
the  Orphan  House,  because  provision  was  made  above  it  for  the 
shelter  and  training  of  outcast  children.  The  houses  of  wor?hip 
originally  provided  for  a  parsonage  above,  which  gave  rise  to  the 
saying  that  "  Wesley's  ministers  were  above  their  work."  Grad- 
ually the  idea  was  lost  in  what  was  considered  more  pressing  and 
needy  work  which  the  Clmrch  was  called  to  do.  But  about  three 
years  ago  the  heart  of  a  young  minister  was  inspired  to  revive 
this  tradition  of  the  elders  on  a  small  scale,  biat  with  large  hopes, 
and  found  again  a  children's  home,  Avhose  object  was  to  rescue 
from  the  maelstrom  of  vice  and  danger,  and  from  finally  becoming 
criminals,  these  waifs  who  have  been  thrown  out  upon  society  by 
the  death  of  their  parents,  or  by  having  been  forsaken.  These 
children  have  been  gathered,  placed  under  the  superintendence  of 
a  pastor,  and  divided  into  families,  maintaining  their  own  home 
relations,  but  linked  to  each  other  by  the  common  school.  Of 
these  families  there  are  now  four,  consisting  of  forty-three  boys 
and  seventeen  girls,  rescued  frona  the  heart  of  the  vast  seetiiing 
sea  of  iniquity  in  the  city  of  London.  From  the  first  it  has  been  un- 
dertaken and  carried  on  by  faith  and  in  dependence  upon  Him  who 


Is 72.]  Address  of  Rev.  W.  M.  Punshon,  A.M.  471 

can  so  open  the  heart  of  the  churl  that  he  becomes  benevolent,  and 
pours  forth  his  benefactions  even  as  the  smitten  rock  in  the  wil- 
derness poured  forth  the  living  water.  These  schools  are  flour- 
ishing and  giving  increasing  promise  of  usefuhiess.  My  friend, 
Mr.  Stevenson,  into  whose  heart  God  put  this  seed,  is  now  in 
this  house,  on  his  way  to  Canada,  wliere  we  hope,  by  the  blessing 
of  God,  to  establish  a  like  institution. 

When  I  look  at  this — at  all  these  great  efforts  and  sacrifices,  this 
girding  of  the  Church's  energy,  this  Samaritanism  of  charity,  so  to 
speak,  this  earnest  work  and  prayer — it  seems  to  me  an  augury 
that  is  very  hopefid  for  the  Church's  future  in  her  world-mission. 
Mr.  Wiseman  has  already  informed  you  of  the  one  drawback  to 
the  progress  of  Methodism  in  England  during  the  last  four  years 
— tlieie  does  not  seem  to  be  a  proportionate  increase  in  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Church.  1  have  thought  that  the  whole  mass  of 
the  ministry  in  England  has  been  lately  stirred  to  a  deeper  appre- 
ciation of  the  simple  Gospel,  and  to  a  closer  clinging  to  the  story 
of  the  cross,  to  a  directer  aiming  at  the  fifth  rib,  to  a  manlier  tone 
in  the  proclamation  of  the  everlasting  Gospel.  To  me  this  is 
hopeful. 

There  has  been  at  our  late  Conferences  much  personal  humbling 
in  the  sight  of  God,  and  the  results  of  this  humiliation  and  of  the 
resulting  divine  baptism  upon  our  ministers  have  been  marked 
and  blessed.  They  are  becoming  better  and  purer,  and  are  en- 
deavoring to  keep  nearer  to  and  under  the  cross.  They  have  learned 
to  say  with  Luther,  "  Better  not  flutter  too  high,"  better  to  keep 
somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  Christ.  There  is  less  striving 
to  be  more  original  than  Isaiah  or  Paul,  less  desire  to  supplement 
the  Gospel,  or,  as  one  has  said,  to  "  cut  the  rainbow  in  pieces 
instead  of  presenting  it  as  the  one  undivided  arch  of  hope  and 
purity  to  the  sinner's  gaze." 

And  the  world  is  still  the  same,  and  this  is  still  what  the  world 
wants.  Its  needs  have  not  changed.  Its  siimers  wait  hopelessly 
for  mercy.  Humanity  still  sends  out  its  passion  cry  for  the  oiig- 
inal  Gospel.  It  may  robe  itself  in  the  gay  garments  of  civilization, 
but  there  is  the  old  sorry  self  underneath — discontent  gnawing  at 
tlie  vitals  ;  a  hunger  of  heart  which  nothing  but  the  divine  can 
satisfy.  Physical  science,  infidelity,  formalism,  superstition,  all 
are  as  t!ie  husks  to  the  wanderer  from  the  desert,  and  in  the  dust 
his  heart  crieth  out  for  the  living  God. 

Bishop  Ames,  I  am  a  great  relic  hunter.  This  is  well  under- 
stood by  my  friends  who  know  me.  I  have  here  a  relic.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  letter  which  cannot  be  much  out  of  place,  as  it  is 
dated  New  York  city,  March  31,  1808.  The  salutation  of  this 
truly  ajjostolic  letter  is,  "Accept  me  in  great  love  to  you  all  in 
tlie  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  and  it  is  signed.  Francis  Asbury.  I  will 
give  you  the  letter — no  !  1  will  not  give  it  you,  but  I  will  read  it. 
The  letter  is  addressed  to  "  Kev.  Charles  Atmore,  Methodist 
Church,  Todmorden,  near  Halifax,  England,  per  packet  Lord 
Hobart." 
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"New  York,  March  31,  1808. 

"  My  very  Dear  yet  Unknown  Brother  :  Great  grace, 
great  peace,  great  success  attend  you.  I  thank  you  for  your  re- 
membrance of  me  by  Mr.  Harden.  It  is  but  once  in  a  year  that 
preachers  upon  the  Continent  expect  to  hear  of  or  to  see  me.  I 
may  be  in  the  extremities,  east,  west,  north,  or  south,  Avlien  a  let- 
ter is  landed  upon  the  Continent.  I  have  marked  with  pleasure 
some  of  the  Minutes  of  your  last  Conferences ;  I  am  pleased  to 
keep  them  with  me,  like  our  own,  that  we  may  learn.  I  applaud 
the  respect  for  the  old  Methodist  doctrines,  that  concern  to  keep 
the  ministry  in  good  circulation.  O  let  us  keep  the  ancient  land- 
marks, and  look  well  to  the  foundation ;  let  not  that  be  destroyed. 

"  My  letters  are  in  manuscript,  so  are  all  my  journals,  and  likely 
to  continue  so  till  my  death,  and  possibly  [be]  buried  with  me.  I  have 
written  my  journals  by  riding  about  five  thousand  miles  in  about 
eight  months.  If  I  had  time,  taste,  and  talents  I  should  have 
written  more  ;  but  I  have  thought  possibly  it  was  well.  I  might 
have  prejudiced  men  and  things  improperly,  and  have  said  wliat  I 
should  have  had  to  unsay ;  further,  I  might  have  given  my  oppos- 
ers  more  field  room  for  opposition. 

"  As  to  you,  I  think  your  memorial  is  your  province  and  forte. 
It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find  it  seven  hundred  miles  to  the 
west  from  this  city.  I  take  it  up  and  read  it  in  a  day  and  a  half. 
As  to  the  memoirs  of  all  that  die  in  the  work,  we  shall  record 
them  upon  our  Minutes. 

"  As  to  matters  with  us,  we  have  had  great  peace  and  pros- 
perity in  our  land,  and,  what  is  remarkable,  a  great  work  of  God, 
and  we  are  looking  for  great  days  of  divine  power.  We  feel  that 
God  is  with  us,  come  wliat  may.  We  are  but  poor  as  a  ministry, 
I  suppose  the  insolvency  of  the  seven  Conferences  in  the  whole 
(formerly  near  six  hundred  preachers)  |G,000  or  17,000  ;  notwith- 
standing our  funds  and  voluntary  collections  may  rise  to  near  that 
sum.  We  uniformly  only  allow  eighty  dollars  to  a  single,  and 
double  to  a  married  preacher,  making  no  provision  for  extra  ex- 
penses or  children.  Our  New  England  Conference  alone  last  year 
was  about  three  thousand  dollars  deficient ;  but  the  way  we  do  is 
to  make  an  equal  dividend,  and  we  have  very  little  difficulty. 
Money  Avith  us  is  no  article  of  faith  or  term  of  union  or  spring  for 
traveling.  Our  preachers  are  very  generally  poor ;  we  have  but 
one  properly  rich  man  in  all  the  Connection,  that  can  be  called  rich. 
The  preachers,  many  of  them,  marry,  and  that  to  good  industrious 
women,  who  dress  and  live  in  great  plainness,  and  help  their  hus- 
bands. We  have  taken  many  of  the  local  line  into  the  traveling 
connection,  with  their  families.  In  some  parts  our  preachers  begin 
to  appear  a  little  in  garb  like  priests,  but  it  is  not  a  general  case. 

''  As  to  number,  I  need  say  nothing,  as  you  will  see  our  Minutes. 
In  some  seasons  we  have  more  than  ordinary  darkness  and  mor- 
tality when  we  have  our  greatest  numbers.  We  have  in  the  last 
year  followed  the  example  of  our  elder  brethren  in  Europe.  We 
have  sent  out  the  last  and  present  year  our  missionaries  among 
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the  German  and  Enirlish  settlements,  and  have  found  our  account 
in  it  both  in  the  interioi-  and  exterior.  We  find  that  energy  is 
needful  both  in  discipline  and  preaching.  It  is  fii'e,  fire  we  want, 
and  liberty  t<i  carry  on  the  work  of  God.  We  have  our  rubbers, 
but  the  people  generally  know  we  are  Methodists,  and  it  is  our 
way.  They  maj"^  fine  us,  beat  us,  or  set  the  dogs  on  us,  we  shall 
have  our  way  of  stopping  sinners  in  the  way  to  hell. 

"  Please  to  give  ray  Christian  salutations  to  any  and  all  my 
fathers  and  brethren  in  the  ministry  and  membership  you  please. 
Accept  me  in  great  love  to  you  all  in  Jesus.  F.  Asbijry." 

Asbury  says  :  "  We  have  our  rubbers."  Yes,  and  Method isn\ 
has  always  had  her  rubbers.  "  But,"  says  Asbury,  "  the  people 
generally  know  we  are  Methodists."  Do  they  ?  I  am  glad  to 
hear  it. 

Yes,  the  sixty  years  have  gone  over  us,  and  this  is  still  the  old 
Methodist  way :  we  are  still  stopping  sinners  in  the  way  to  hell. 
This  is  the  old  Methodist  way,  and  we  are  not  tired  of  walking 
in  it,  and  may  God  help  us  to  walk  in  it  more  faithfully  ! 

My  heart  would  reproach  me  were  I  to  sit  down  without  one 
other  reference.  I  hardly  know  how  to  enter  upon  it,  for  as  I 
look  back  to  the  last  General  Conference,  and  think  of  those  four 
eventful  years,  and  of  the  changes  those  years  have  wrought,  I  am 
as  one  in  a  dream — a  dream  which  is  bright,  O  so  bright !  on  its 
heavenward  side,  but  which  on  its  earthward  has  a  rude  and 
strange  awakening  ;  a  dream  which  the  destruction  of  the  place  in 
which  you  then  met,  and  in  which  I  was  honored  to  greet  you,  has 
crystalized  as  by  fire  into  an  indelible  memory.  I  seem  to  see 
the  standard-bearers  you  have  lost,  as  they  have  fainted  and  fallen  on 
the  field — standard-bearers  to  whom  God  had  given  a  banner  that 
it  might  be  displayed  because  of  the  truth,  and  who  were  worthy 
of  the  trust  confided  to  them.  I  can  speak  only  of  those  whom  I 
was  privileged  somewhat  to  know,  whose  friendship  I  had  hoped 
to  cultivate — by  whose  example  I  had  hoped  to  be  inspired — but 
in  reference  to  whom  there  is  but  the  hopeless  longing, 

"  0  for  the  touch  of  a  vanished  hand, 
And  the  sound  of  a  voice  that  is  still  I  " 

Bishop  Simpson,  I  think  of  your  colleagues  in  oftice  who  have 
been  smitten  from  your  side :  Baker,  the  distinguished  jurist, 
even  then  falling  into  the  beauty  of  the  tomb ;  and  Clark., 
the  acute  and  accomplished,  the  able  administrator,  and  the 
preacher  of  commanding  power ;  and  Thomson.,  the  Chrysostom 
of  your  Church,  of  golden  speech  and  golden  value,  whose  large, 
chiid-like  spirit  could  not  harbor  a  thought  of  guile,  and  who 
seemed  ever  as  if  det:iined  on  earth  only  by  slight  :ind  trembling 
tendrils;  and  Kin</.4ey,  the  brave  and  brotherly,  snatched  away 
from  you  in  the  fullness  of  his  ripe  manhood,  and  liefore  he  had 
drawn  upon  his  reserve  of  power,  dyinj^  with  the  consecration 
upon  him  of  iiis  ai^ostolic  travels,  and  as  if  the  sight  of  the  Holy 
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Land  had  but  whetted  his  desire  to  go  upward  to  the  Holy  Place, 
that  from  the  track  of  the  Man  of  Sorrows  he  might  go  to  see  the 
King  in  his  beauty. 

Anil  then  I  think  of  others  lower  in  office,  but  equal  in  esteem  : 
of  M:ittison,  who  first  welcomed  me  in  Jersey  City,  a  doughty 
chani])ion  against  the  Man  of  Sin  ;  of  Sewall,  a  burning  and  a  sliin- 
ing  light,  quenched  perhaps  by  its  own  brightness,  all  too  soon  ;  of 
John  M'Clintock,  anax  ajidron,  almost  an  Admirable  Cricliton  in 
versatility  of  attainment,  Melanchthon  in  tenderness,  and  Luther  in 
courage,  but  all  whose  wise  rare  gifts  were  blent  into  one  tribute 
to  be  oust  at  the  feet  of  Him  who  was  the  Man  of  Sorrows,  but 
upon  whose  head  are  many  crowns ;  of  Nadal,  who  drooped  so 
soon  after  his  friend  that  it  seemed  as  if  in  preparing  his  memoir 
he  had  got  to  long  so  much  for  nearer  communion  that  he  must 
needs  ascend  to  join  him  in  the  presence  of  the  Master  whom  they 
both  loved. 

And  then  I  think  of  a  later  loss  than  these — a  blameless  and 
beautiful  character,  whose  name  had  an  hereditary  charm  for  me, 
whose  saintly  spirit  exhaled  so  sweet  a  fragrance  that  the  peirfume 
lingers  with  me  yet,  and  who  went  home  like  a  plumed  warrior, 
for  whom  the  everlasting  doors  were  lifted,'  as  he  was  stricken 
into  victory  in  his  prime,  and  who  had  nothing  to  do  at  the  last 
but  mount  into  the  cliariot  of  Israel,  and  go  "  sweeping  through 
the  gates  washed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb." 

Sirs,  these  are  no  common  losses.  I  weep  with  you  on  account 
of  them,  and  I  am  qualified  to  weep  with  you,  for  "  a  sword  hath 
pierced  into  my  own  soul  also,"  and  I  have  borne  my  own  burden  of 
loss  and  sorrow;  but  these  your  comrades  fell  in  hallowed  work, 
on  hallowed  ground.  Bravely  they  bore  the  banners  while  they 
lived,  but  the  nerveless  hand  relaxed  its  hold,  and  they  have 
passed  them  on  to  others.  We  too  must  pass  them  on.  The 
tight  is  not  over.  We  receive  unfinished  labors  from  our  fathers 
and  transmit  them  still  to  our  children.  Watchers  in  the  night,  it 
may  not  be  given  to  us  to  tarry  until  the  morning.  We  c^n  but 
wave  the  batlle-flag  gallantly  for  awhile,  but  our  hands  will  stiffen, 
and  our  comrades  will  bury  us  before  the  fight  is  done.  O  to  be 
kept  and  to  be  found  faithful  until  death  !  From  their  elevation  in 
heaven  they  seem  to  whisper  down  to  us,  "  Be  followers  of  us  as 
we  have  been  followers  of  Christ." 

In  1V80  a  strange  darkness  came  suddenly  at  midday  upon  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  and  many  thought  the  end  of  the  world  was 
come.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  then  in  session, 
was  in  his  place,  and  when  many  desired  to  adjourn  he  calmed  the 
rising  fears  of  the  members  with  these  words,  "  If  this  be  the  day 
of  judgment,  I  desire  that  the  Judge  may  find  me  at  my  post  of 
duty.  Let  the  candles  be  brought  in,  and  the  business  proceed." 
May  God  help  us  to  be  at  our  posts  always,  and  to  the  end." 
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REPLY   TO   THE   BRITISH    CONFERENCE. 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  United  States  of  America  to^  the 
British   Conference. 

Reverend  and  dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  "  Grace  be 
unto  you,  and  peace,  from  God  our  Father,  and  from  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ." 

Your  letter,  dated  London,  April  13,  1872,  and  conveyed  to  ns 
by  your  delegates,  afforded  us  great  satisfaction.  We  thank  God 
"  always  on  your  behalf,  for  the  grace  of  God  Avhich  is  given  you 
by  Jesus  Christ;  that  in  every  thing  ye  are  enriched  by  him',  in 
all  utterance,  and  in  all  knowledge  ;  even  as  the  testimony  of 
Christ  was  confirmed  in  you  ;  so  that  ye  come  behind  in  no  gift ; 
waiting  for  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Sustaining,  as  you  do,  peculiar  historic  relations  to  Mr.  Wesley, 
the  founder,  under  God,  of  our  common  Methodism,  it  is  not 
unreasonable  that  the  various  divisions  of  the  great  Methodistic 
household  should  look  to  you  for  a  conrtnual  example  of  that 
missionary  zeal  which  can  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  the 
subjugation  of  the  world  to  Christ ;  a  devotion  to  the  pure  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel  which  will  maintain  them  at  all  times  and  in  all  cir- 
cumstances, allowing  no  departure  from  the  form  of  sound  words  ; 
and  a  compassion  for  sinners  which  will  not  consent  that  any  results 
shall  be  regarded  as  prosperity  which  do  not  include  their  conver- 
sion to  God,  their  sanctification,  and  their  final  "entrance  into  the 
everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  "  and 
we  rejoice  in  the  assurance,  from  time  to  time,  that  our  contidence 
is  fully  justified. 

Your  mission  stations  encircle  the  globe.  Steadily  pursuing  the 
course  you  have  pursued,  it  will  soon  be  said  of  your  missions : 
"  There  is  no  speech  nor  language  where  tlieir  voice  is  not  heard. 
Their  line  is  gone  out  through  all  the  earth,  and  their  words  unto 
the  end  of  the  world."  It  is  an  eminent  attestation  of  the  divine 
origin  of  Methodism,  and  of  its  intense  spirituality,  that  among 
its  earliest  ministers  were  found  men  so  thoroughly  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  their  great  commission  tiiat  no  ties" of  kindred  or  of 
nationality  could  restrict  them  to  their  native  land,  and  who  could 
not  be  satisticd  without  preaching  the  Gospel  on  the  distant  con- 
tinents of  the  earth  and  islands  of  the  sea,  notwithstanding  that 
in  their  own  country  there  were  wide  and  inviting  fields  of  Chris- 
tian labor  white  unto  the  harvest,  while  the  laborers  were  few. 
AVe  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  your  missions,  and  pray  that  you 
may  have  yet  more  abundant  success,  "  Thanks  be  to  God  which 
always  causeth  "  you  "  to  triumph  in  Christ,  and  maketh  manifest 
the  savor  of  his  knowledge  by  you  in  every  place." 
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It  is  a  source  of  hallowed  joy  to  us  that,  while  the  vision  of 
your  faith  sweeps  the  earth,  and  the  feet  of  your  messenijers  are 
swift  to  eairy  I  he  messages  of  grace  afar,  without  abating  your 
liberal  contributions  to  the  foreign  work,  you  have  addressed 
yourselves  with  exemplary  earnestness  to  the  establishment  and 
support  of  home  missions.  The  information  given  to  us  by  your 
delegates  respecting  your  wisdom,  zeal,  and  liberality  in  building 
cliurches  was  i-eceived  with  admii-ation  and  witli  gratitude  to 
God  for  the  grace  he  hatli  bestowed  upon  you.  We  cannot  doubt 
tliat  you  will  receive  a  rich  reward  in  the  conversion  to  God  of 
midtitudes,  Avho  will  increase  your  numbers  and  augment  greatly 
your  resources  for  further  progress.  Our  prayers  will  ascend  to 
God  continually  for  his  blessing  upon  this  part  of  your  work. 

The  interest  with  which  we  listened  to  the  statements  of  your 
delegates  respecting  your  missit)n  in  Italy  was  intense.  For  this 
extension  of  your  mission  held  we  are  especially  giateful  to  God. 

Xor  do  we  fail  to  thank  him  for  the  blessed  harmony  which 
prevails  in  your  ministry  and  membership. 

It  was  not  without  a  painful  sense  of  disappointment  that  we 
heard  of  the  indisposition  of  the  Rev,  AVilliain  Arthur,  A.M.,  which 
prevented  him  from  coming  to  us  as  your  representative.  His 
former  visit  to  our  country  is  remembered  with  unmingled  pleasure. 
We  longed  to  see  him  here  again,  to  hear  his  voice,  and  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  expi-essing  to  liiin  our  high  esteem  and  warm 
atfectiun.  Then  came  another  disappointment  in  the  domestic 
affliction  of  the  Rev.  George  T.  Perks,  A.M.,  who,  though  an  entire 
stranger  to  us,  was  commended  to  our  confidence  and  love  by 
his  selection  as  a  delegate  from  your  honored  body.  We  accept 
this  opportunity  of  sending  to  him  an  assurance  of  our  sympathy. 
IJut  we  were,  nevertheless,  highly  favored  by  the  presence,  and 
addresses,  and  preaching,  of  those  most  excellent  brethren  who, 
by  your  appointment  and  the  will  of  God,  appeared  in  their  stead 
— the  Rev.  Luke  H.  Wiseman,  A.M.,  whose  marked  intelligence, 
manifest  piety,  chaste  eloquence,  and  retined  and  noble  bearing 
deeply  impressed  us,  and  secured  for  him  at  once  a  place  in  our 
hearts,  and  the  Rev.  William  Morley  Punshon,  A.M.,  who  had, 
by  his  previous  intercourse  and  ministrations,  secured  our  affections 
and  our  admiration.  We  were  made  glad  by  the  coming  of  these 
brethi  en.     They  have  greatly  refreshed  our  spirits. 

Through  the  abundant  grace  of  God  the  Father  and  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  we  continue  to  prosper.  Our  increase  of  members 
during  the  last  four  years  has  been  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
rive  tliousaud  two  hundred  and  forty-two.  We  have  addt.d  to 
the  number  of  our  churches  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
nineteen,  and  seven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  to  tlie  number  of  our 
parsonages.  Our  educational  facilities  have  been  greatly  euhirged. 
viod  has  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  some  of  our  wealthy  and  honored 
laymen  to  appropriate  large  portions  of  their  wealth  to  this  object, 
.♦ieauwhile,  tliough  exposed  to  the  special  dangers  which  attend 
pr*jsperity,  we  hold  last  the  doctrines  so  effectively  taught  by  our 
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fathers.  And  although  some  of  these  may  not  be  made  as  much 
the  subjects  of  argument  as  they  once  were,  not  being  so  frequently 
called  in  question,  they  are  not  less  dear  to  ns.  The  great  doc- 
trines of  the  divinity  of  Christ,  of  atonement  for  the  sins  of  the 
whole  world  by  the  shedding  of  his  precious  blood,  of  justification 
by  taith,  of  entire  sanctification  in  this  life,  of  the  divine  authority 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  their  sufficiency  as  a  rule  of  faith  and 
practice,  are  still  written  in  the  hearts  of  our  ministry  and  mein- 
bersliip.  The  enemy  threatens  us,  at  times,  with  a  flood  of  world- 
liness,  but  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  enables  us  to  lift  high  above  the 
waves  the  standard  of  scriptural  holiness.  Our  ministers  and 
members  generally  live  righteously  and  die  gloriously. 

Our  immense  national  domain,  and  rapidly  increasing  popula- 
lation,  call  upon  us  for  the  most  energetic  efforts  of  evangeliza- 
tion;  and  we  are  girding  ourselves  for  another  century  of  arduous 
toil  and  glorious  recompense.  "  Brethren,  pray  for  us,  that  the 
word  of  the  Lord  may  have  free  course  and  be  glorified  "  in  every 
part  of  our  land. 

We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  those  changes  in  our  ecclesiastical 
polity  to  which  reference  was  made  in  our  last  address  to  you. 
They  were  not  unanimously  approved,  but  the  minority,  hirge  as 
it  is,  have  concluded,  with  remarkable  unanimity,  that  the  law 
which  enjoins  peace,  and  that  we  be  of  one  heart  and  of  one  mind, 
is  of  equal  obligation  with  any  law,  or  precedent,  relating  to  forms 
of  Church  government.  They  do  not  regard  these  as  uiiimportant, 
and  are  not  insensible  to  the  responsibilities  which  they  create; 
but,  having  entire  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  their  brethren 
from  whose  views  they  dissent,  they  think  it  best  to  "  put  away 
all  sirife,"  except  in  the  form  of  "  striving  together  for  the  hope 
of  the  Gospel,"  leaving  to  honest  experiment  to  settle  questions 
which  much  argument  has  failed  to  settle.  And  "the  very  God 
of  peace"  has  enabled  us,  in  a  notable  manner,  thus  far  to  "for- 
bear one  another,"  to  "  put  on  charity,"  and  to  "  let  the  peace  of 
God  rule  in  our  hearts."  We  trust  that  the  spirit  of  truth  will 
lead  us  into  all  truth  on  all  important  questions. 

Since  our  last  General  Conference  an  unusual  number  of  our 
eminent  ministers  have  died.  We  mourn  our  loss:  but  exult  in 
their  gain.  The  heart  of  the  Church  has  been  deeply  stirred  by 
their  rapid  and  comparatively  sudden  departure,  ami  the  question 
has  been  upon  many  lips — Has  God  a  controversy  with  us  ?  We 
have  reason  to  think  that  this  startling  dispensation  has  prepand 
the  hearts  of  both  ministers  and  members  to  receive  spiritual 
blessings  which  might  otherwise  have  been  withheld.  It  has  cer- 
tainly prepared  us  to  sympathize  with  you  in  similar  bereavements. 

We  greatly  desire  that  the  brotherly  love  which  now  unites  us 
may  continue  and  increase ;  and,  also,  and  especially,  that  what- 
ever questions  may  arise  between  our  national  Governments  may 
be  settled  by  honorable  diplomacy,  so  that  the  sad  spectacle  may 
never  be  seen  of  these  two  kindred  powers  engaged  in  bluody 
conflict. 
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"  Now  the  God  of  peace,  which  brought  again  from  the  dead  our 
Lord  Jesus,  that  great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  through  the  blood 
of  the  everlasting  covenant,  make  you  perfect'  in  every  good  work 
to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that  which  is  well  pleasing  in  his 
sight,  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen." 

We  have  appointed  and  commend  to  you  as  bearers  of  our  Chris- 
tian and  brotherly  salutations,  the  Bishop  visiting  our  European 
Missions  at  the  time,  and  Rev.  James  A.  M'Cauley,  D.D. 
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CREDENTIALS  OF  REV.  HOWARD  CROSBY,  D.D.,  AND  REV. 
JOSEPH  T.  DURYEA,  D.D.,  DELEGATES  FROM  THE  GEN- 
ERAL ASSEMBLY. 

This  may  certify  that  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  convened  in  this  place, 
have  this  day  appointed  the  Rev.  Howard  Crosby,  D.D.,  of  the 
Presbytery  of  New  York,  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Duryea,  D.D., 
of  the  Presbytery  of  Brooklyn,  to  represent  them  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church; 
and,  of  their  diligence  herein,  to  render  a  full  report  to  the  next 
General  Assembly.  Edwin  F.  Hatfield,  Stated  Clerk. 

Chicago,  III.,  May  iQth,  1871. 
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ADDRESS  OF  REV.  HOWARD  CROSBY,  D.D. 

I  FEEL  under  great  embarrassment  as  I  appear  before  your 
august  and  venerable  Conference  today,  because  not  only  am  I 
to  appear  as  the  representative  of  the  body  that  has  sent  me 
hither,  but  I  follow  so  immediately  after  the  stirring  words  of  the 
two  delegates  from  abroad,  whose  words  will  remain  with  us  as 
the  pnmiinent  thoughts  of  this  morning's  meeting.  And  I  also 
appear  under  this  embarrassment,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
come  so  near  you  as  to  touch  those  chords  which  have  vibrated 
this  morning,  under  the  mention  of  the  names  of  your  allies  and 
comrades  who  have  gone  before  you  to  glory.  Because  Ave  have 
been  fighting  in  the  battle  of  the  Lord  in  another  part  of  the  field, 
I  cannot  speak  to  you  of  such  intimate  relations  as  are  calculated 
to  stir  your  souls. 

But,  Fathers  and  Brethren,  I  can  bring  you  the  cordial  and 
earnest  affection  of  another  body  of  believers ;  and  while  I  may 
make  my  address  a  short  one,  I  trust  you  will  not  measure  by  its 
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brevity  the  deep  affection,  the  sincere  regard,  and  the  profound 
respect  which  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United  States  bears 
toward  the  ^fcthodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States.  I 
say  I  will  be  short.  I  know  you  have  a  great  deal  of  business,  and 
important  business,  before  you,  and  I  have  often,  when  sitting  in 
bodies  like  this,  wished  that  the  delegates  that  came  from  foreign 
bodies  might  be  a  little  more  biief,  and  yet  I  correct  my  own 
judgment  in  the  case.  I  do  wish  from  my  heart  the  business 
hours  of  our  large  religious  assemblages  might  be  less,  and  the 
hours  for  social  and  divine  services  be  increased.  I  do  believe, 
brethren,  that  what  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  wants  is,  not  so 
much  business,  as  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  not  so 
much  the  exact  routine  of  executive  work  as  it  does  fervor  of  soul 
in  the  service  of  the  Master.  I  take  especial  pleasure  in  thinking 
this,  and  in  making  these  remarks,  and  that  with  regard  to  the 
various  departments  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

Whenever  I  read  ecclesiastical  history  I  find  that  these  cordial 
relations  which  now  exist  between  various  Christian  bodies  have 
not  always  existed.  I  find  in  the  history  of  this  very  vicinity  of 
New  York,  my  native  city,  that  other  relations  have  existed  in 
the  past ;  but  now,  glory  be  to  God  !  the  times  are  changed,  and 
the  spirit  of  unity  in  the  Church  of  Christ  is  Avide  spread  and  in- 
creasing all  around  us.  From  tiity  to  seventy  years  ago  the 
Church  of  Christ  had  some  of  its  cannon  turned,  not  against  the 
world,  the  flesh  and  the  devil,  but  against  other  parts  of  the  host 
led  by  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation.  But  I  rejoice  that  that  day 
is  passed,  and  that  we  are  now  able  to  forget  our  differences  at 
the  foot  of  the  cross. 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :  Instead  of  pausing  to  blame  one  an- 
other, as  has  too  often  been  the  case,  we  are  now  found  praising 
and  imitating  one  auotiier.  I  rejoice  to  believe  that  when  God 
sent  the  Methodist  Ejjiscopal  Church  into  America  that  Church 
was  called  and  elected — called  and  elected  to  conquer  this 
country,  in  order  to  put  fervor  and  activity  into  the  Presbyterian 
Church  ;  and  it  has  made  its  calling  and  election  sure.  And  I  be- 
lieve further,  brethren,  that  you  have  in  many  details  of  Christian 
activity  taught  us  very  many  lessons  which,  though  we  may  have 
been  slow  to  receive,  we  have  been  sure  to  accept  in  the  end.  I 
remember  that  twenty  years  ago,  while  I  was  yet  a  layman,  and 
before  I  was  ordained  to  the  ministry,  and  yet  when  I  sometimes 
preached  to  others — I  remember  that  I  was  again  and  again  re- 
buked, because,  as  a  layman,  I  dared  to  tell  the  story  of  Christ. 
But  we  have  now  learned  that  laymen,  as  well  as  ministers,  can 
effectually  preach  the  word.  And,  brethren,  may  I  be  pardoned 
if  I  say  I  think  that  you  have  learned  something  from  us  ?  Have 
we  not  been  told  to  day  that  this  is  the  first  General  Conference 
in  which  the  laymen  have  been  directly  represented  ?  We  were 
ahead  of  you  in  this.  I  rejoice  that  you  have  come  up  to  our  stand- 
ard in  this  at  last.  We  have  always  looked  upoji  it  as  important 
that  our  laymen  should  be  represented  in  our  Church  judicatories. 
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We  have  heard,  too,  this  moniing,  of  your  love  of  a  learned 
clergv,  and  I  rejoice  in  it.  You  have  shown  most  fully  by  your 
acts  in' late  years  that  you  see  and  appreciate  the  power  which  a 
learned  clero-y  will  add  to  the  great  work  of  .saving  souls.  Those 
honored  names,  like  M'Clintock,  with  their  history,  prove  that 
God  means  that  our  minds  should  be  cultivated,  and  all  our  learn- 
ing and  culture  should  be  brought  and  laid  at  the  foot  of  Jesus 
for  his  use. 

But,  brethren,  I  did  not  intend  to  consume  so  much  time.  One 
Avord  more  now  before  I  take  my  seat.  I  do  not  think  myself 
chimerical  when  i  believe  that  greater  unity  still  will  more  and 
more  characterize  the  Church  of  Christ  in  the  luture.  We  shall 
find  that  obstacles  that  have  stood  in  our  way  will  disappear 
trom  before  our  faith  and  our  prayer. 

K'^ference  has  been  made,  by  the  brother  who  introduced  me, 
to  the  late  reunion  of  the  two  large  branches  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States.  You  all  know  of  this  hist^rj-,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  the  first  representative  of  that  United 
Church  before  your  dignified  body.  Brethren,  what  cansed  that 
union  ?  Has  the  Old  School  laid  aside  any  of  its  special  views  of 
truth?  Has  the  New  School  buried  its  particular  ideas  in  the 
bottom  of  the  sea?  Has  Princeton  given  up  its  own  views  of 
theology,  or  has  Union  surrendered  any  thing  peculiar  to  it  ? 
Not  atall !  The  old  School  and  New  School  of  ten  years  ago 
are  so  to-day.  Princeton  remains  Princeton  still,  and  Union  is 
Union  still.  *  Why,  then,  this  united  body  ?  Why  have  we  come 
together?  I  answer,  because  we  have  come  to  recognize  the 
truth  that  as  long  as  human  bodies  differ,  so  long  will  various 
minds  differ  in  the  apprehension  of  truth,  and  at  the  cross  of 
Christ  \ve  can  agree  to  disagree. 

I  was  pleaseda  few  days  since,  when  I  was  permitted  to  be 
present  at  the  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  llev.  Dr.  Hodge,  of 
Princeton,  to  notice  that  there  was  not  one  word  of  Presbyterian- 
ism,  b  it  all  was  of  Christ  and  the  cross  from  the  first  to  the  last. 
And  so,  as  the  Church  in  apostolic  days  was  one,  and  as  the 
heavenly  Church  will  be  one,  will  the  millennial  Church  be  one 
inwardly.     May  God  speed  the  day  ! 


IRISH  WESLEYAN  CONFERENCE. 

9, — Journal,  page  107. 

CREDENTIALS   OF  REV.  .JOSEPH  W.  M'KAY.    DELEGATE  EROM 
THE  IRISH  WESLEYAN  CONFERENCE. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  W,  M'Kay  be  appointed  our  represent- 
ative to  the  ne.vt  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  America.  Joseph  W.  M'Kay,  Secretary. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  IRISH  WESLEYAN  CON'FERENCE. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Members  op  the  General  Conference  of 
THE  ]\[ethodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren  :  The  opportunity  of  occasionally 
interchanging  fraternal  greetings,  as  well  as  views  and  senti- 
ments affecting  the  interests  of  our  common  Metlioriism,  is  to  us 
a  grateful  and  cherished  privilege.  Genuine  Methodism  is  one 
all  the  world  over,  and  it  is  only  true  to  itself  when  every  mem- 
ber of  the  body  is  performing  its  own  functions  in  harmony  with 
every  other  member;  no  one  saying  to  the  other,  "  T  have  no  need 
of  thee."  This  unity  of  action,  we  conceive,  is  greatly  promoted 
by  the  system  of  fraternizing  deputations  and  addresses  between 
the  various  Conferences  that  govern  the  whole  body. 

We  therefore  congratulate  ourselves  that  providential  circum- 
stances have  of  late  years  favored  a  more  direct  intercourse  be- 
tween our  Conference  and  your  venerable  body.  This  intercourse 
has  been  greatly  to  our  advantage,  and,  we  trust,  not  to  your 
disadvantage.  Your  history  and  ours  reflect  luster  each  upon  the 
other.  The  names  of  Philip  Embury,  Robert  Strawbridge,  Bar- 
bara Heck,  and  of  hosts  of  our  children  who  have  followed  in 
their  steps,  can  never  be  blotted  from  the  pages  of  your  history; 
and  your  practical  sympathy  w^ith  us  in  the  hour  of'our  need  can 
now^  never  be  blotted  from  ours.  Between  us  and  you  there  are 
aflinities  that  constitute  a  special  bond  of  unity — a  bond  which, 
we  trust,  will  ever  strengthen  the  ties  of  amity  and  love  between 
all  the  members  of  the  body,  and  especially  between  your 
great  Connection  and  that  in  England,  which  is  the  "  mother 
of  us  all." 

Your  fraternal  and  encouraging  letter  of  1868  was  received  by 
us  with  deep  respect  and  thankfulness.  You  kindly  express  your 
sympathy  with  us  in  the  losses  which  we  annually  sustain  by 
emigration,  chiefly  to  your  own  land  ;  but  while  we 'painfully  feel 
the  disability  under  which  these  losses  place  us  as  an  aggressive 
body,  we  nevertheless  rejoice  that  they  contribute  so  much  to  the 
gain  both  of  your  Church  and  country,  and  gladly  would  we 
submit  to  still  greater  sacrifices  could  we  thereby  increasingly 
extend  the  kingdom  of  Christ  in  a  land  from  which  the  world 
has  so  much  to  hope.  If  for  the  present  Ave  are  called  on  to  part 
with  our  sons,  it  cannot  be  but  that  ultimately  we  shall  be  more 
than  compensated  by  a  return  of  sympathy  and  co-operation  in 
the  evangelization  of  our  own  land. 

The  "tendency  toward  union  between  the  different  sections  of 
Methodism  "  in  your  country  we  hail  with  special  pleasure.     We 
long  to  see  the  day  when  all  the  breaches  in  the  family  through- 
31 
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out  the  world  shall  be  healed  by  the  spirit  of  unity  and  concord. 
Toward  that  "portion  of  the  family  in  Ireland, "  of  whic;h  you 
speak,  we  have  not  failed  to  evince  this  spirit.  We  wish  we 
could  say  that  it  has  been  reciprocated.  On  our  part,  however, 
we  trust"  it  will  prove  to  be  the  charity  that  "never  faileth." 

The  disestablishment  of  the  State  Church,  to  which  you  referred 
as  "probable,"  is  now  an  accomplished  fact.  The  legislative 
measure  by  which  it  was  effected  included  the  nominal  disendow- 
ment  not  only  of  that  Church,  but  also  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  of  the  Roman  Catholic  College  of  Maynooth.  We 
say  the  nominal  disendowment,  inasmuch  as  the  liberal  views 
taken  of  all  vested  rights  gave  to  the  College  of  Maynooth  about 
£400,000 ;  to  the  Presbyfeiian  Church  nearly  £600,000 ;  and  to 
thv'  late  Established  Church  what,  with  the  great  personal  wealth 
of  its  members,  has  placed  it  in  a  position  of  affluence.  The  dis- 
endowment act  has  thus  furnished  these  communities  with  rich 
endowments,  greatly  enhanced  in  value  by  their  perfect  freedom 
from  all  State  control.  The  spirit  which  animates  th(j  Protestant 
Episcopal  and  the  Presbyterian  Churches  under  their  new  circum- 
stances must  be  regarded  as  praiseworthy ;  and  we  are  per- 
suaded that  there  are  few  men  in  either  Church  who  do  not  look 
to  the  future  with  brightening  hopes. 

The  change  will  throw  additional  responsibility  upon  us,  and, 
with  you,  we  do  "  earnestly  pray  that  we  may  be  strengthened 
to  tueet  and  sustain  it."  Our  increased  responsibility  will  arise 
from  two  sources.  First,  where  we  cannot  give  our  people 
regular  Sunday  preaching,  efforts  are  being  made  to  get  them  to 
unite  with  other  bodies,  that,  by  their  aid,  a  stated  ministry  may 
be  secured  in  the  locabty ;  and,  second,  from  scattered  Protestant 
populations  that  will  be  unable  to  organize  themselves  into  self- 
sustaining  Churches,  and  whose  wants  can  be  met  only  by  an 
Itinerancy.  To  meet  the  claims  of  our  scattered  societies  for 
Sunday  preaching,  and  to  enter  numerous  openings  in  new  fields 
of  labor,  we  have  already  increased  the  number  of  our  preachers 
to  the  full  extent  of  our  resources.  At  our  present  session  we 
have  been  obliged  to  adopt  a  resolution  against  any  further  in- 
crease until  adequate  means  are  available.  The  question,  there- 
fore, how  we  are  to  meet  our  increased  responsibility,  is  one  yet 
to  be  solved. 

For  the  appropriation  of  $5,000  by  your  Mission  Board,  in 
1867,  we  felt  deeply  thankful,  and  rtauch  regretted  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  its  discontinuance  after  one  year.  Especially 
at  this  critical  juncture  in  the  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  our  country 
it  would  have  proved  of  more  than  ordinary  value,  and  could  not 
but  have  redounded  as  much  to  the  honor  and  advantage  of 
Methodism  in  America  as  in  Ireland.  The  amount  was  employed 
in  purely  aggressive  work,  and  especially  in  open-air  preaching  to 
the  masses.  By  the  voluntary  contributions  of  kind  fiiends  in 
New  York  and  elsewhere,  we  have  been  enabled  to  keep  the 
additional  men  in  the  field  until  now;  and  for  this  annual  contri- 
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bution  of  those  generous  donors  we  desire  to  express  our  grateful 
acknowledgments.  In  the  more  vigorous  prosecution  of  our 
work  generally  our  own  people  are  taxing  themselves  to  the 
highest  point,  and  that  in  such  a  spirit  as  to  give  us  the  assurance 
that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  their  part.  This  spirit  of  liber- 
ality is  accompanied  by  very  general  spiritual  prosperity.  Our 
ministry  continues  to  be  owned  of  God  in  the  awakening  and 
conversion  of  sinners  as  well  as  in  the  building  up  of  believers. 
We,  however,  greatly  long  and  constantly  pray  for  a  still  more 
glorious  effusion  of  the  Si)irit  of  God  on  all  our  land. 

Notwithstanding  the  continuous  emigration  of  our  people,  our 
numbers  continue  slightly  to  increase.  For  a  time,  the  emigration 
of  young  men  about  to  enter  the  ministry  was  so  great  that  the 
supply  left  for  our  own  work  was  scarcely  sufficient,  but  at  present 
the  supply  is  greater  than  we  have  the  means  of  employing. 
However,  we  have  now  the  means  of  keeping  the  young  men  in 
course  of  training  in  our  College  until  we  can  assign  them  to 
suitable  appointments,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  He  who  gave 
the  men  will  also  find  the  money. 

The  College,  as  a  whole,  is  a  great  success.  In  this  institution 
our  youth  can  commence  and  continue  their  education  without 
interruption  until  they  obtain  their  University  degree. 

The  cost  of  the  building,  outfit,  and  incidental  expenses, 
amounts  to  about  £32,000.  This  sum  has  been  raised  almost  ex- 
clusively by  our  own  people  in  Ireland.  By  your  original  contri- 
bution of  nearly  $50,000,  and  a  sum  of  £i:^,000  raised  in  Ireland 
for  the  extension  of  our  agency,  about  fifty  schools  for  primary 
education  were  established ;  ministers'  houses  were  erected  or 
purchased  that  cost  about  £12,000;  our  connectional  school  in 
Dublin  was  placed  on  a  safe  financial  bask,  and  about  fifteen 
itinerant  preachers  were  added  to  our  permanent  staff.  This 
being  done,  we  had  but  £2,000  left  for  our  College.  This  sum, 
however,  has  been  increased  by  £30,000  in  Ireland  alone.  The 
effort  of  our  people  has  been  great,  and  accomplished  only  by 
repeated  subscriptions  given  in  the  spirit  of  sacrifice ;  but  they 
have  brought  their  offerings  willingly,  as  unto  the  Lord. 

For  the  Endowment  Fund  we  looked  to  America  and  England, 
and  not  in  vain.  In  connection  with  your  Centenary  celebra- 
tion about  $50,000  were  subscribed  to  this  fund.  Of  this  more 
than  $35,000  have  been  paid,  and  there  is  a  reasonable  hope  that 
the  balance  will  be  realized,  probably  before  your  next  session. 
Our  Canadian  brethren  have  added  a  centenary  contribution  of 
$6,000  ;  and,  under  the  sanction  of  the  English  Conference, 
£10,000  are  being  raised  in  England.  It  is  expected  that  the 
contemplated  sum  of  £20,000  will  ultimately  be  realized.  When- 
the  proceeds  of  this  amount  shall  be  fully  reaped,  the  efiiciency 
of  the  collegiate  department,  and  especially  that  for  the  training 
of  the  candidates  for  our  ministry,  will  be  greatly  increased. 

The  primary  aim  of  the  instiiution  is  to  increase  the  power  of 
Methodism  as  an  evangelistic  agency  in  the  country ;  and,  in  this 
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respect,  its  influence  is  already  recognized  not  only  by  ^Nlethod- 
Lts  but  by  the  public  generally. 

With  much  regret  we  must  now  part  with  the  Rev.  William 
Arthur,  A.M.,  its  first  President.  He  was  lent  by  the  English 
Conferent-e  for  three  years,  and  by  a  formal  resolution  of  that 
body  at  its  last  session  he  returns,  at  the  expiration  of  his  terra, 
to  his  position  in  England.  The  Providence,  however,  which 
gave  us  the  Institution,  and  that  used  his  name  and  influence  in 
raising  it  to  its  present  position,  will  still  watch  over  it,  and  will, 
we  believe,  mark  the  future  not  less  than  the  past  with  its  fos- 
tering care. 

The  unavoidable  absence  from  our  last  session  of  the  Rev. 
Bishop  M.  Simpson,  D.D.,  as  the  substitute  for  the  Rev.  Bishop 
E.  R.  Ames,  D.D.,  your  appointed  representative,  was  to  us  cause 
of  much  regret.  Either  would  have  been  received  by  us  with 
much  respect  and  love,  not  only  for  your  sake  but  for  his  own, 
and  especially  for  his  works'  sake.  The  able  and  impressive  dis- 
courses of  Bishop  Simpson  in  Belfast,  Coleraine,  and  Cork,,  after 
our  session,  were  greatly  appreciated  by  large  and  deeply  inter- 
ested congregations. 

In  our  Conference  all  the  duties  of  your  delegation  devolved 
upon  the  Rev.  R.  S.  Foster,  D.D.,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
discharged  them  fully  justified  your  choice  in  selecting  him  for 
the  position.  His  able  ministry,  his  lucid  and  comprehensive 
statements  respecting  the  remarkable  progress  of  your  Church, 
including  the  great  success  of  your  Centenary   celebration,    to- 

f ether  with  his  genial  and  Christian  spirit,  greatly  commended 
ira  to  us  as  a  worthy  re2:)resentative  of  your  venerable  body. 

The  presence  in  our  midst  of  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Osbon,  D.D., 
though  not  in  an  oflicial  capacity,  aflforded  us  real  pleasure.  He 
was  the  first  to  receive  our  deputation,  some  years  ago,  to  his 
house,  and  his  attentions  and  hospitalities  are  held  in  grateful  re- 
membrance. 

The  great  mortality  among  the  Bishops  and  leading  men  of 
your  Church  of  late  has  awakened  our  deepest  sympathy.  The 
names  of  all  have  been  familiar  to  us,  and  some  have  been  known 
to  us  personally.  Among  the  latter  the  name  of  the  Rev.  John 
M'Clintock,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  will  long  be  remembered  as  that  of  one 
of  the  truest  friends  of  Irish  Methodism,  and  one  of  the  brightest 
ornaments  of  your  Church. 

This  year  we  are  called  to  record  the  death  of  seven  of  our  be- 
loved and  honored  fellow-laborers  ;  among  them  the  Rev.  Robert 
Masaroon,  D.D.,  one  of  the  fathers  of  the  Conference  ;  also  H.  E. 
Henry,  a  young  minister  of  promise,  who  sought  and  obtained  an 
appointment  in  your  Church  in  Tennessee,  hoping  that  change 
of  climate  would  restore  his  failing  health.  God  willed  it  other- 
wise. His  remains  now  lie  beside  those  of  his  late  father-in-law, 
the  Rev.  Robert  W^allace,  in  Cummensville  Ceraetei'v,  Cincinnati. 
The  honor  paid  to  our  sainted  dead,  and  the  sympathy  evinced 
with   the  bereaved    by    our    American    brethren,    have    deeply 
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touched  our  hearts  and  strengthened  the  bonds  of  love  between 
us. 

Desiring  that  these  bonds  may  be  increasingly  strengthened, 
we  send  to  you  our  beloved  brother,  the  Rev.  Joseph  W.M'Kay, 
in  whom  we  have  the  fullest  confidence,  to  convey  to  you  our 
fraternal  greetings  and  the  expression  of  our  esteem  and  love. 

We  do  earnestly  pray  that  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  may 
signally  crown  your  assembly  with  his  presence  and  blessing,  and 
increasingly  prosper  the  labors  of  your  Church  both  at  home  and 
abroad. 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  Conference. 

John  Farrar,  President. 
Joseph  W.  M'Kat,  Secretary. 

Belfast,  June  26,  1871. 


1 1, — Journal,  page  107. 
ADDRESS  OF  THE  REV.  JOSEPH  W.  M'KAY. 

Mr.  President,  Fathers,  ^vxd  Brethren  :  I  deem  it  a  distin- 
guished honor  to  stand  in  this  General  Conference  as  a  represent- 
ative of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Ireland,  and  to  convey  to  yon  the 
fraternal  greetings  of  the  Conference  of  tliat  Church.  Their  address, 
which  you  have  just  heard,  expresses  their  sentiments  and  feelings, 
and  I  can  do  little  more  than  echo  its  language.  They  thought, 
however,  that  a  mere  letter  would  not  be  an  adequate  lepresenta- 
tion.  The  presence  and  voice  of  your  delegates  in  our  assembly, 
and  the  opporiunities  we  have  had,  however  brief,  for  intercourse 
with  them,  gave  us  to  feel  how  good  and  how  pleasant  a  thing  it 
is  for  brethren  even  thus  to  dwell  together  in  unity.  We  desire 
to  perpetuate  this  intercourse.  It  is  therefore  my  priviiege  to 
breathe  among  you  to-day  the  living  warmth  of  fraternal  love. 

I  am  glad  to  enjoy  this  privilege  in  companionship  with  the  dis- 
tinguished brethren  who  represent  the  British  Conference.  Be- 
tween us  and  that  Conference  there  are  intimate  relations,  and  it 
surely  must  be  for  our  respective  interests,  for  the  advant.ige  of 
the  world,  and  for  the  glory  of  Christ  our  common  Head,  that 
between  them  and  us  and  you  should  be  maintained  the  bond  of 
mutual  affection — 

'•A  band  of  love,  a  threefold  cord  ' 

That  never  can  be  broke." 

You,  no  doubt,  see  the  difficulty,  and  I  feel  it,  under  which  I 
attempt  to  give  you  any  view  of  our  position.  Carried  in  the 
flight  of  a  rapt  and  soaring  eloquence,  we  have  been  following  the 
bright  ones  of  the  Church  on  earth  up  to  tlie  very  brightness  of 
heaven,  and  others  must  have  felt,  as  I  did,  like  Peter  on  the  mount 
of  transfiguration,  when  he  said,  "  It  is  good  for  us  to  be  here." 
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It  is  not  pleasant  to  come  down  again  to  the  level  of  statistics 
and  details,  and  when  we  do  come  down  from  such  an  elevation  it 
is  not  easy  to  get  up.  But  I  will  be  as  brief  as  I  can  in  relerence 
to  these. 

I  need  not  remind  you  that  the  Methodist  Churcli  in  Ireland  is 
little  among  the  thousands  of  our  Judah.  Hitherto  our  returns 
have  not  mcluded,  and  I  cannot  give,  the  money  value  of  our 
Cliurch  property.  We  have  three  hundred  and  two  chnpels,  as 
they  are  usually  called,  affording  sittings  for  iifty-eight  thousand 
liearers;  sixty-six  school  buildings,  and  eighty-two  parsonages. 
The  debt  on  the  entire  of  this  property  is  about  $40,000,  and  steps 
are  now  being  taken  by  some  of  our  liberal  members  for  extin- 
guishing this  debt,  so  that  our  chapel  fund  may  in  future  be  em- 
ployed solely  to  encourage  legitimate  Church  extension.  Through 
the  movement  initiated  some  sixteen  yeai-s  ago  for  the  increase 
of  Methodist  agency  in  Ireland,  and  to  which  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  so  generously  contributed,  our  parsonage  property 
was  materially  increased,  and  this  assisted  us  materially  to  increase 
the  number  of  our  ministers. 

As  to  schools.  Every  year  we  see  more  and  more  the  impor- 
tance of  Church  care  for  the  young.  We  have  two  hundred  and 
sixty-two  Sabbath-schools,  Avith  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three  teachers,  and  twenty  thousand  one  hundred  children 
on  the  rolls.  Of  these  last  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
six  are  returned  as  members  of  our  Church.  Hitherto  our  Sunday- 
schools  have  had  the  character  of  benevolent  institutions,  with  a 
mission  to  the  more  neglected  of  the  surrounding  population, 
rather  than  of  a  regular  Church  organization — a  nursery  for  the 
Church  ;  but  we  have  been  directing  earnest  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  I  hope  to  receive  some  useiul  hints  from  the  method  by 
which  you  so  successfully  carry  on  this  part  of  your  Church 
work. 

Two  classes  of  daily  schools  engage  our  attention:  1.  Mission 
schools,  which  are  sustained  chietiy  from  mission  funds,  and  which 
are  avowedly  designed  to  promote  by  means  of  scriptural  instruc- 
tion our  evangelistic  operations.  2.  What  are  called  noii-vested 
schools,  which  are  aidecf  by  the  public  funds  of  the  country.  We 
provide  the  buildings  and  organize  the  schools.  Tiie  iSati(jnaI 
Board  aidsr.in  paying  the  salaries  of  teachers  and  in  supplying 
books  and  school  requisites.  Then  these  schools  are  under  Meth- 
odist patronage.  The  patron  in  each  case  appoints  the  teacher, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  goverinnent  inspector  as  to  literary 
qualifications,  and  directs  the  religious  instruction,  which  is  given 
at  a  sjiecitied  time  daily  to  those  children  whose  parents  so  desire. 
In  all  other  respects  they  are  subject  to  the  same  regulations  as 
the  Government  schools. 

We  are  now  engaged  in  a  conflict  in  which  the  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy  and  priestliood  are  seeking  to  get  the  entire  control  of 
the  public  schools  into  their  own  hands.  The  great  principle  of 
the  National  system  of  education  is,  ''  united  secular  and  separate 
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religious  instruction."  Its  design  was  to  respect  the  religious 
scruples  of  persons  differing  in  creed,  and  at  the  same  time  to  have 
the  children  mix  together  in  all  that  part  of  school  business  in 
which  they  are  educated  for  a  common  citizenship.  The  priests 
now  desire,  where  there  is  a  Roman  Catholic  majority  in  the  popu- 
lation, to  have  the  school  buildings  and  the  grants  of  public 
money  made  over  to  them.  They  claim  to  have  Roman  Catholic 
teachers,  Roman  Catholic  books,  Roman  Catholic  inspection,  Ro- 
man Catholic  every  thing.  With  them  education  is  godless  unless 
it  be  pervaded  with  religion.  They  must  have  religion  ccmnected 
with  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography — the  entire  course 
of  instruction ;  and  this  i-eligion  means  the  exclusion  of  the  Bible 
and  the  adoption  at  all  hours  of  the  symbols  and  litanies  of  the 
Church  of  Rome.  Now  we  would  prefer  that  the  National  sys- 
tem should  be  maintained  in  its  integrity  on  its  original  principles; 
but  if  the  alternative  must  be  that  we  shall  forego  all  State  aid 
for  schools  now  under  our  management,  and  admit  a  system  ex- 
clusively secular,  for  which  the  State  shall  pay  and  the  Govei'u- 
ment  shall  be  responsible,  we,  with  many  others,  would  be  prepared 
to  accept  the  alternative  rather  than  hand  over  the  public  schoola 
of  the  country  to  the  control  and  management  of  the  hierarchy 
of  Rome. 

Our  address  gives  prominence  to  the  College  at  Belfast,  and 
gratefully  recognizes  the  generous  interest  taken  in  it  by  your 
Church.  I  think  I  may  say  of  the  building  and  its  arrangements, 
that  whoever  from  your  country  may  favor  it  with  a  visit,  there 
will  be  found  nothing  of  which  you  or  we,  or  Methodism  any- 
where, need  be  ashamed.  The  institution  embraces  two  depart- 
ments, the  school,  and  that  which  we  regard  as  more  properly 
collegiate.  In  the  former  there  is  a  regular  gradation  from  the 
kinder-garten,  which  a  boy  may  enter  at  five  or  six  years  of  age, 
up  to  tlie  highest  grade  in  classics  and  science,  in  which  he  is  pre- 
pared for  entering  any  of  the  universities.  But  the  inslitution 
itself  has  more  immediate  relation  to  the  Queen's  University,  one 
of  the  colleges  of  which  is  immediately  adjacent.  Here  our  stu- 
dents may  enter  and  attend  the  classes  of  the  government  profess- 
ors while  studying  for  any  of  the  learned  professions,  and  at  the 
same  time  continue  to  have  in  the  Methodist  College  a  home  and 
religious  oversight  and  care. 

Then  there  are  theological  students,  accepted  candidates  for  our 
ministry,  who  are  pursuing  their  studies  under  D)-.  Robinson 
Scott,  whose  name  is  well  and  favorably  known  to  you.  It  was 
of  great  advantage  to  the  college  to  have  the  services  of  the  Rev. 
William  Arthur,  A.M.,  as  its  first  president,  and  I  am  thankful  to 
say  that  since  his  removal  to  England  its  prosperity,  notwitli- 
Btauiiing,  has  continued  to  increase.  There  were,  when  1  left 
home,  ninety  resident  pupils  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-tuie  day 
boys  in  the  school,  and  in  the  collegiate  department  nine  accepted 
candidates  for  our  ministry  and  five  other  students.  There  is  also 
an  adjunct,  which,  while  not  within  the  purposes  specified  in  the 
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deed,  has  assumed  considerable  popularity  and  importance,  and 
for  which,  in  all  probability,  provision  must  be  made  ere  long  in 
a  distiuct'institiition— class'es  for  girls  and  young  ladies,  in  which 
there  are  at  present  seventy  students. 

■  I  am  happv  to  say  that  the  success  of  the  college  at  Belfast  has 
not  impaired  the  prosperity  of  the  Connectional  School  in  Dublin, 
which  continues  to  maintain  its  position  and  importance  as  an 
educational  institution. 

But  it  is  to  tlie  work  of  the  evangelist  and  pastor  and  teacher, 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  we  look  especially  as  the  great  weans 
for  promoting  the  designs  of  God  in  our  existence  as  a  Church. 
;We  have  employed  in  this  work,  exclusive  of  supernumeraries, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  ministers ;  thirty  of  these  are  in  the 
self-sustaining  charges.  Of  the  rest,  twenty-nine  have  hitlierto 
been  employed  in  what  were  distinctly  called  inissions.  These 
were  sustained  by  means  of  a  grant  from  the  Missionary  Commit- 
tee in  London,  which  was  administered  by  a  Committee  of  the 
Irish  Conference  appointed  for  the  purpose.  Ten  are  home  mis- 
sionaries, lately  appointed  both  in  our  larger  towns  and  country 
districts,  where  the  requirements  of  the  populations  seemed  favor- 
able to  aggressive  work.  Sixty-nine  are  in  charges  more  or  less 
dependeiTt^'on  our  Home  Mission  and  Contingent  Fund  for  their 
support,  and  three  are  general  missionaries,  who  are  appointed  to 
travel  at  large,  preaching  in  the  streets  when  they  can,  after  the 
manner  of  Ouseley  and  Graham,  and  seeking  to  have  access  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  population  to  proclaim  to  them  the  Gospel 
of  the  grace  of  God.  As  to  these  Missions  and  Home  Missions 
and  dependent  circuits,  we  have  felt  for  some  time  that  in  desig- 
nating them  thus  severally  we  were  making  a  distinction  where 
there  really  was  no  ditference  in  the  nature  of  the  work  ;  and  I  am 
thankful  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  Committee  of  the  Wesley  an 
Missionary  Society  in  London  have  so  far  acceded  to  our  views  in 
making  their  grant  direct  to  our  (/ouference  that  we  may  manage 
our  entire  mi>sionary  work  under  one  administration,  and  we  hope 
thus  to  have  freedom  for  so  distributing  our  agents  as,  in  some 
measure  at  least,  to  economize  our  funds  and  more  efficiently  cul- 
tivate the  entire  field.  I  should  say  too  that,  in  view  of  the  special 
circumstances  of  Ireland  at  present"!,  they  have  generously  increased 
the  amount  of  this  grant. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here,  while  expressing  gratitude  to 
those  friends  in  your  Cluirch  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  the 
support  of  our  General  Mission,  to  ask  them  to  confide  in  us  as  to 
the  extent  to  which  we  may  employ  such  an  agency,  having 
respect,  as  we  must,  to  the  suitability  of  the  ngeuts  aud  the  general 
necessities  of  the  work.  KJw  behalf  of  the  Irish  Conference,  I  may 
pledge  myself  to  this,  that  they  will  endeavor  satisfactorily  to 
aecount  lor  whatever  is  intrusted  to  them  for  the  evangelization 
of  Ireland.  We  have  already  exceeded  the  limits  of  our  ability 
in  the  additions  we  have  made  to  the  ranks  of  our  ministers,  hav- 
ing increased  the  number  by  sixteen  within  the  last  eight  years. 
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At  last  Conference  there  were  applications  for  nine  more  from 
promising  fields,  with  which,  had  we  the  ability,  we  would  willingly 
have  complied. 

You  will  perhaps  appreciate  some  of  our  difficulties  when  I  say 
that  in  many  of  our  chapels  we  cannot  give  Sabbath  services  on 
more  than  two  Sundays  out  of  four,  and  in  many  others  not  so 
often.  Besides  these  chapels  we  have  nearly  sixteen  hundred  other 
preaching  places,  and  if  we  estimate  the  entire  number  of  our 
hearers  at  fifty-five  thousand,  there  are  nineteen  thousand  of  these 
whom  we  cannot  reach  on  the  Sabbath  at  all,  and  who  hear  us 
only  on  week  days. 

Then  think  of  the  drain  that  emigration  has  made  and  is  still 
making  on  our  resources. 

We  did  not  begin  to  take  account  of  our  losses  in  this  way 
until  the  year  1830,  and  since  then  nearly  twenty-eight  thousand 
have  emigrated — that  is,  nearly  eight  thousand  more  than  the 
entire  number  now  in  direct  membership  with  our  Church.  Emi- 
gration from  Ireland  to  your  country  furnishes  specimens  both  of 
the  difficulties  with  which  we  have  to  contend  and  of  the  work  we 
do.  In  its  Romanism  you  have  what  must  be  the  bane  of  any 
people.  In  its  Methodism,  I  believe,  you  have  the  truest  antidote 
to  that  bane.  And  the  Romanism  of  Ireland  to-day  is  perhaps 
more  eminently  than  in  any  otlier  part  of  the  world  the  Romanism 
of  Rome  itself.  It  is  ultramontane  in  the  strictest  sense.  Its 
great  aim  at  present  is  to  raise  up  and  strengthen  such  a  barrier 
of  separation  between  Protestantism  and  the  Roman  Catholic  peo- 
ple, young  .and  old,  that  there  shall  be  no  opportunity  for  the 
truths  of  Holy  Scripture  being  heard.  We  liave  endeavored, 
through  our  General  Mission  more  especially,  to  maintain  the 
liberty  of  preaching  in  the  streets,  and  we  have,  as  no  other  Church 
has  done,  gone  into  the  courts  to  vindicate  the  right,  and  been 
successful.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  no  place  in  the  world  where 
the  priesthood  has  greater  power  over  the  ears  of  the  people. 

Still  I  am  hopeful  for  Methodism,  and  in  Methodism  I  ain  hope- 
ful for  Ireland.  I  would  not  depreciate  other  agencies,  but  of 
all  that  are  in  existence,  I  believe  there  is  none  better  adapted  to 
the  evangelization  of  ray  country.  Wesleyan  Methodism  espe- 
cially has  kept  aloof  from  what  has  been  a  great  evil  in  Ireland — 
politico-religious  party;  and  in  all  its  teaching  it  has  sought  not 
merely  to  exhibit  the  truth,  or  to  defend  the  truth,  but  to  insist 
on  the  personal  experience  of  the  truth. 

There  are  instincts  in  our  nature  for  which  truth  has  an  adapted 
attraction,  as  surely  as  the  magnet  has  for  the  needle.  Sin  has 
introduced  disturbing  elements.  We  see  strange  oscillations  and 
deflections.  But  there  is  a  power  in  the  manifestation  of  the 
truth  of  the  Gospel  which  commends  itself  to  every  man's  con- 
science in  the  sight  of  God.  Worship  has  its  glory  ;  and  when  a 
man  is  brought  to  know  that  his  body  is  a  temple,  that  he  is  him- 
self a  spiritual  piiest ;  when  he  beholds  as  in  a  glass  the  divine 
glory,  and  leels  the  transforming  eflect  of  the  believing  gaze,  then 
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mere  ceremonial — vestments  and  sjestiires  and  incense  and  statuary 
and  paintin<T  and  music — <,dve  way;  the  true  worshiper  "worsliipa 
tlie  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  When  receiving  Christ's  words 
as  spirit  and  life,  he  knows  what  it  is  to  he  partaker  of  Christ,  to 
eat  liim  and  live  by  him  ;  he  will  no  longer  swallow  the  gross 
absurdity  of  transubstantiation.  When,  confessing  his  sins  at  the 
throne  of  grace,  he  proves  God  faithful  and  just  in  forgiving  his 
sins,  then  farewell  to  the  confessional  and  priestly  jibsolution. 
When  he  finds  the  Holy  CathoUc  Church  in  the  communion  of 
saints,  then  Rome  and  Samaria  and  Jei'usalem  may  stay  Avhere 
they  are  for  him;  he  is  come  unto  Mount  Zion.  He  acknowledges 
no  papal  Vicar  of  Christ  who  has  Christ  himself  dwelling  in  his 
heart  by  faith. 

It  is  in  this  preaching  of  Christ  in  men,  this  personal  experience 
of  the  truth,  there  is  hope  for  our  land  and  your  land  and  every 
land.  We  are  trying  still  to  bear  witness  to  this  truth,  to  hold  np 
this  light.  Windows  and  doors  are  closed  around  us,  and  there 
is  a  darkness  that  does  not  comprehend  it ;  but  there  will  be  an 
opening  some  day,  and  it  is  well  to  have  the  light  shining  when  it 
comes. 

I  have  said  the  Methodist  Church  in  Ireland  is  little  among  the 
thousands  of  our  Judah,  but  it  is  our  comfort  and  our  honor  that 
out  of  her  have  gone  men  who  have  been  leaders  in  the  ranks  of 
Methodism  every- where.  I  need  not  now  particularize  as  to  names 
in  your  history.  I  find,  as  Robinson  Scott  and  William  Reilly  and 
others  found,  that  the  fruit  of  Iiish  Methodism  is  a  living  element 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  while  from  the  many 
nationalities  that  are  constanily  contributing  to  the  citizenship  of 
this  great  country  you  are  gathering  converts  and  gaining  fresh 
accessions  to  your  membership,  Ireland  will  have  its  share  of  your' 
attention  and  regard.  With  the  amethyst  and  the  beryl  and  the 
jasper  and  the  sardius  and  the  topaz,  and  other  like  precious  ma- 
terials, the  emerald  shall  have  its  place  in  the  foundations  of  the 
city  of  our  God. 


12. — Journal,  pages  387,  401. 
REPLY  TO  THE  IRISH  WESLEYAIST  CONFEREXCE. 

Reverend  axd  Dear  Brethren  :  "  Grace  and  pence  be  mul- 
tiplied unto  you  through  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  Jesus  our 
Lord." 

We  were  greatly  pleased  to  receive  your  fraternal  address,  and 
to  welcome  your  delegate,  the  Rev.  Joseph  W^.  M'Kay,  who  so 
worthily  represented  you  before  our  General  Conference. 

We  regard  "  all  that  in  every  place  call  upon  the  name  of  Jesus 
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Christ  our  Lorrl,  both  theirs  and  ours,"  as  constituting:  tlie  one 
Chiireli  of  til  e  livintr  God  ;  consequently  your  toils  andtriuraphs, 
your  b.ittles  and  victories,  are  ours  a:<  well  ns  yours.  And  in  these 
times  of  rapid  transit,  and  still  more  rapid  communication,  the 
Church  of  God  is  one,  not  only  in  theory,  but  so  in  heart  and 
sympathy,  that  we  constantly  feel  the  most  profound  and  tender 
interest  in  the  successes  of  every  part.  We  need  not  stop  to  in- 
quire which  is  the  riy-ht  hand  or  whicli  the  left ;  we  know  that  we 
are  meiidieis  one  of  another,  and  Christ  the  head.  Nor  do  we  fix 
our  admiring  eyes  only  on  the  great  hosts  of  God's  elect.  The 
Spartan  band  that  holds  the  pass  against  serried  thousands — the 
solitary  adherent  of  the  truth,  who,  Hke  Athanasius,  stands  alone, 
but  Hrni  and  undismayed,  against  the  world — sliows  a  holier  faith 
and  a  more  heroic  courage  than  they  who  contend  under  circum- 
stances which  make  even  the  timid  brave. 

We  lieg  to  assure  you  that  we  feel  the  difficulties  of  your  posi- 
tion, and  award  you  due  honor  tbi-  the  constancy  with  which  you 
have  held  the  faith  and  maintained  the  usages  of  our  fathers  and 
proved  yourselves  their  true  sons  in  the  Gospel.  The  simplicity 
and  strength  of  the  doctrines  which  yon  preach,  the  deep  expe- 
rience which  you  cultivate,  the  active  labors  which  you  put  forth, 
and  the  intelligent  .nanner  in  which  you  are  supplying  yourselves 
with  all  needed  appliances,  educational  and  literary,  must  render 
the  Irish  Wesleyan  Conference  a  power  in  the  beautiful  island 
which  it  cultivates.  We  congratulate  you  on  the  achievements  of 
the  past,  and  look  for  still  greater  in  the  years  to  come. 

lu  speaking  of  our  own  progress  and  present  condition  we  are 
very  far  from  claiming  for  ourselves  the  glory  of  the  work 
wrought.  Not  to  us,  but  to  God,  who  wrought  with  us,  be  the 
praise.  Yet  it  would  be  a  false  humility  if  we  failed  to  recognize 
the  fidelity  and  devoted  zeal  of  the  ministry,  and  the  liberality  and 
Gospel  enterprise  of  the  laity  of  the  Church  which  we  represent. 
"  The  lines  have  fallen  to  us  in  pleasant  places  ;  yea,  we  have  a 
goodly  heritage."  Here  thought  is  IVee.  The  Church  is  not  en- 
tangled with  the  State.  The  rapid  growth  of  our  population  in 
numbers  and  material  prosperity  calls  upon  us  to  make  an  eqnal 
advance.  The  constant  formation  of  new  communities  furnishes 
the  Church  Avith  numberless  opportunities  to  lengthen  her  cords 
and  strengthen  her  stakes.  The  frequent  changes  of  residence 
among  our  people  involved  by  this  state  of  things  do  indeed  in 
some  cases  deplete  the  older  societies,  and  sometimes  result  in  loss 
of  members  from  the  Church  in  general ;  but  even  in  this  there  is 
a  degree  of  compensation.  Many  other  individuals  and  families, 
changing  their  places  of  residence,  thrown  among  strangers,  and 
leaving  all  the  past  behind  them,  are  freer  to  act  under  ilieir  con- 
victions, and  in  their  new  homes  gi\e  a  more  ready  heed  to  the 
truth.  Thus  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  placed  where 
sloth  is  unpardonable,  where  activity  secures  great  reward,  where 
boldness  in  planning  and  energy  in  execution,  with  the  smile  of 
God,  caunot  fail  of  corresponding  success. 
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The  statistics  of  our  Church  show  that,  while  bonstini;  is  ex- 
cluded, we  are  in  a  good  degree  measuring  up  to  our  respojisibili- 
ties.  At  t!ie  date  of  our  last  letter  to  you  we  numliered  8,004 
traveling  ministers,  1,146,081  communicants,  11,121  Church  edi- 
fices, and  3.570  parsonages.  The  past  four  years  have  added  to 
those  numbers  1,695  ministers,  275,000  communicants,  2,319 
churches,  and  739  parsonages,  being  the  largpst  increase  save  one 
Avhich  our  Church  has  ever  reported  for  the  same  space  of  time. 
The  incomplete  returns  for  the  current  year  show  such  additions 
as  warrant  us  in  saying  that  we  now  number  a  million  and  a  half 
of  communicants.  The  aggregate  value  of  our  Churches  and  par- 
sonages lias  increased  during  the  past  four  years  more  than  twen- 
ty-three millions  of  dollars. 

In  the  midst  of  this  very  gratifying  progress  we  are  glad  to  be 
able  to  state  that  we  have  not  been  so  anxious  for  numbers  as  to 
soften  the  requirements  of  the  divine  law,  or  abate  aught  from  the 
strong  truths  which  our  fathers  proclaimed  so  fearlessly  and  so 
successfully.  We  firmly  believe  that  true  success  can  only  be 
achieved  by  a  Church  that  holds  the  great  doctrines  of  God's 
truth  and  exemplifies  them  by  the  holy  lives  of  her  children,  and 
that  unworthy  attempts  to  court  the  world  will  only  result  in  loss 
of  spiritual  power,  and  fail  even  as  a  policy.  We  believe  with  all 
our  hearts  the  doctrines  of  Methodism;  we  love  them,  and  we  seek 
no  better  instruments  than  they  are  to  reach  and  save  precious 
souls. 

And  we  believe  that  they  are  doing  their  work  as  effectually  as 
ever  in  the  hearts  of  them  that  hear.  We  can  say,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  John  Wesley,  that  "our  people  die  well."  We  may  add 
also  that  they  live  well.  We  have  indeed  instances  of  religious 
failure,  where  men  make  shipwi-eck  of  the  faith.  There  .are  many 
cases  where  members  live  without  the  spiritual  peace  and  power 
Avhich  are  their  privilege  ;  nevertheless,  we  believe  that  our  Church 
as  a  body  was  never  more  sound  in  doctrine,  more  correct  in  life, 
or  wielded  more  power  for  good  in  the  community,  than  at  the 
present  time. 

We  are  happy  to  state  that  our  educational  interests  have  been 
much  strengthened  during  the  quadrennium.  The  period  has  been 
marked  by  very  liberal  donations  to  the  cause  among  our  brethren 
of  wealth.  ISome  of  the  older  institutions  have  been  put  on  a 
stronger  basis,  and  by  the  bequest  of  Isaac  Rich,  Esq.,  of  Boston, 
the  sum  of  §1,600,000  has  been  set  apart  for  the  founding  of  a 
miiversity  in  that  city.  The  number  of  students  in  our  colleges 
and  seminaries  grows  steadily  with  the  growth  of  the  Church,  and 
our  theological  schools  have  had  a  large  increase  of  the  numbers 
in  at  tendance. 

Our  missions  too  are  prospering.  The  work  is  steadily  advanc- 
ing among  the  foreign  popuhitions  who  have  come  to  us,  and  in 
the  foreign  field  the  Gospel  is  proving  itself  to  be  the  same  power 
of  God  unto  salvation.  In  China  1,800  native  Church  members 
and  probationers  show  that  the  hearts  of  that  people  have  at 
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length  been  reached,  and  we  have  already  arrived  at  that  point, 
greatly  to  be  desired  in  the  history  of  a  mission,  wlien  a  native 
ministry,  truly  converted  and  called  of  God  to  the  work,  <yo  forth 
to  preach  glad  tidings  to  their  countrymen  and  kindred.  In  India, 
Germany,  Switzerland,  and  Liberia  mission  Conferences  of  f.iithful 
evnn<jfelists  are  striving  to  make  full  proof  of  thi-ir  ministry.  In 
Scandinavia  and  South  America,  and  now  in  Rome  itself,  our  mis- 
sionaries are  at  work  for  Christ  and  souls.  Many  effectual  doors 
are  opening,  and  many  voices  are  crying,  as  in  the  apt)Stle's  vision, 
"  Come  over  and  help  us."  We  are  praying  for  more  men  and 
more  means,  that  we  may  heed  them. 

Thus,  dear  brethren,  in  this  age  of  restless  activity  and  change, 
in  a  land  where,  for  the  past  few  years,  the  tide  of  historic  events 
has  rushed  like  our  own  Niagara,  we  hold  by  the  anchor  which  is 
sure  and  steadfast,  and.  are  striving  to  do  in  our  day  what  we  can 
for  God  and  the  right.  We  review  the  past  with  humble  joy. 
Hitherto  the  Lord  halh  helped  us.  We  go  forth  into  the  future 
confident  that,  with  the  continued  presence  of  our  great  Leader, 
our  mission  of  usefulness  is  only  begun.  Let  us  pray  for  each 
other  that  our  best  hopes  for  you,  and  yours  for  us,  may  be  more 
than  realized. 

We  depute,  as  our  representatives  to  visit  your  Conference, 
the  Bishop  visiting  our  European  missions  at  the  time,  and  Rev. 
James  A.  M'Cauley,  D.D.,  who  will  in  person  present  our  Christian 
salutations,  and  assure  you  of  our  deep  interest  in  your  welfare. 


WESLEYAN  METHODIST  CHURCH  IN  CANADA. 

13' — Journal,  page  158. 

CREDENTIALS  OF  REV.  GEORGE  R.  SANDERSON.  REV.  LACH- 
LAN  TAYLOR,  D.D.,  AND  REV.  ALEXANDER  SUTHERLAND. 

To  THE  SeCRETA-RT  OF  THE  GeXERAL  CONFERENCE  : 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  certified  copy  of 
the  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  session  of  the  Conference  of  the 
Weslcyan  Methodist  Church  in  Canada,  appointing  delegates  to 
convey  our  fraternal  greetings  to  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  George  R.  Sanderson,  Co-delegate,  the 
Rev.  Lachlan  Taylor,  D.D.,  Missionary  Secretary,  and  the  Rev, 
Alexander  Sutherland,  Secretary  of  the  Conference,  be  and  are 
hereby  appointed  delegates  to  the  next  quadrennial  session  of  the 
General  Conference  oi"  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States,  to  be  held  in  Brooklyn  in  the  month  of  May,  1872. 
Wm.  Morley  Punshon,  M.A.,  President. 

Toronto,  Ontario,  April  27,  1872. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  CANADA  WESLEYAN  CONFERENCE. 

To  tup:  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference  op 
THE  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  thk  United  States. 

Reverend  and  Dear  Brethren  :  It  is  not  merely  as  a  form 
and  usage  that  we  renew,  every  fourth  year,  our  official  and  fra- 
ternal intercourse  Avitli  your  venerable  body.  A\''e  do  so  with  a 
lively  sense  of  the  oneness  of  Methodism  over  the  world,  and  of 
the  importance  of  maintaining  that  oneness.  With  a  grateful  recog- 
nition of  the  interesting  relations  existing  between  ourselves  and 
the  Methodism  both  of  the  United  States  and  Britain,  regard- 
ing ourselves  as  a  sort  of  connecting  link  between  the  two,  and 
with  a  feeling  of  the  responsibilit)'  arising  from  our  common  rela- 
tions to  the  past  religious  history  and  future  religions  destiny  of 
the  North  American  Continent,  Ave  pray  that  our  Methodistic  and 
evangelical  relations  may  mutually  become  more  and  more  strong, 
brotherly,  and  holy. 

When  Ave  think  of  what  God  hath  Avrought  through  you  in  a 
few  score  of  years,  and  observe  the  undiminishing,  nay,  rather  the 
ever-increasing  vigor  of  your  agencies,  and  the  enterprising 
breadth  of  your  far-seeing  plans  ;  and  when  we  think  of  the  inev- 
itable progresss  of  your  conntiw,  in  population,  wealth,  and  eiinca- 
tion,  and  your  own  future  as  a  great  American  Church,  as  well  as 
a  mighty  missionary  organization,  we  do  not  wonder  at  the 
seriousness  and  hopefulness  with  Avhich  you  i-egard  the  share 
which  Christ  has  allotted  you  of  the  work  of  universal  evangeli- 
zation. To  lay  the  foundation  of  Churches  in  America  which  are 
hereafter  to  mold  the  character  of  its  immense  populations,  and 
then  to  send  thousands  of  missionaries  to  the  heathen  world,  is 
truly  a  Avork  of  unparalleled  importance,  and  one  in  Avhich  we  re- 
joice in  some  measure  to  share. 

God  lias  intrusted  to  us  a  great  charge  in  this  neAv  Dominion  of 
Canada,  now  extending  from  the  Pacitic  to  the  Atlantic,  contain- 
ing a  vast  extent  of  territory,  the  destined  future  home  of  scores 
of  millions  of  people.  And  we  are  endeavoring  earnestly  to  obey 
every  divine  call  to  occupy  new  fields,  and  we  feel  encouraged  by 
tlie  most  animating  prospects.  Since  we  last  addressed  you,  our 
membership  lias  been  very  considerably  increased,  and  our  peoj^le 
have  added,  by  new  erections,  more  than  half  a  million  of  doUars 
to  the  value  of  our  Church  property.  Our  Sabbath-schools  also 
are  in  a  very  prosperous  state  ;  Avhile  a  desire  to  provide  more 
adequately  for  the  religious  instruction  of  our  youth  will,  we  hope, 
cause  much  increased  attention  to  this  great  duty  of  the  Church. 
Our  missionary  operations  are  every  year  assuming  greater  mag- 
nitude, and  the  increasing  liberality  of  our  friends  is  enabling  us 
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to  enter  many  of  the  numerous  open  <loors,  inviting  us  to  take  pos- 
session in  the  name  of  Clirist. 

We  admire  the  extent  of  your  educational  plans,  the  mmiifi- 
conce  which  enables  you  to  execute  them,  the  wide  success  of 
your  educational  work ;  and  we  are  encouraged  by  remembering 
that  your  body  has  achieved  all  this,  alter  many  years  of  early  dis- 
couragement, because  your  faith  in  your  future  enabled  yoti  to 
persevere.  Though  our  institutions  are  few,  compared  to  yours, 
they  have  conferred  various  and  important  benefits  on  the  Church, 
and  on  the  general  community  ;  and,  though  we  have  not  the 
same  ample  provision  as  you,  we  also  have  faith  in  the  educational 
future  of  Methodism.  Methodism  had  to  oriirinate — to  create  from 
nothing,  with  the  divine  help,  all  her  educational  institutions  ;  and 
if  so  short  a  time  has  produced  results  so  surprising,  what  may 
not  be  expected  fifty  years  hence  ? 

The  subject  of  Methodistic  unity  has  been  exciting,  for  a  few 
years,  considerable  attention  in  this  country.  The  Conferences  of 
the  different  Methodist  bodies  have,  for  several  successive  years, 
a})pointed  Committees  to  feel  their  way  to  some  practicable  terms 
of  union.  We  have  at  our  present  session  adopted  several  reso- 
lutions designed  to  facilitate  the  very  desirable  object  we  all  have 
in  view,  and  venture  to  hope  that  every  difficulty  will  gradually 
disappear.  We  hope  also  soon  to  see  the  Conference  of  Eastern 
British  America  united  into  one  body  with  ourselves. 

It  appears  to  us  that  the  distinguishing  and  most  hopeful  fu- 
ture of  our  times,  the  most  remarkable  development  in  the  his- 
tory of  nations,  and  one  grand  security  for  the  progress  of  lilierty 
and  the  Gospel  among  men,  is  the  fact  that  divine  Providence  is 
now  planting  in  every  part  of  the  earth  great  Protestant  and 
English-speaking  nations.  These  are  destined  to  become  a  uni- 
versal and  transforming  leaven  of  health  among  the  nations  of  the 
world.  We  therefore  rejoice  with  you  to  witness  the  growing 
tendency  to  seek  a  clear  union  among  the  Evangelical  Churches, 
and  we  recognize  it  as  the  obvious  duty  of  all  of  Methodist  name 
to  seek  a  closer  fellowship,  because  one  of  the  benefits  of  fellow- 
ship between  the  Churches  is  the  promotion  of  international  peace 
and  good-will.  And  should  not  all  who  read  the  English  Bible 
unite,  the  world  over,  to  preserve  the  world's  peace,  to  break  the 
world's  fetters,  and  hasten  the  world's  millennium? 

We  appreciate  the  value  of  your  expressed  desire,  while  adapt- 
ing your  agencies  to  your  work  so  as  to  secure  their  increased  effi- 
ciency, to  preserve  in  all  their  integrity  the  essential  principles  of 
Methodism.  The  doctrine  of  conversion,  and  the  converting  doc- 
trines of  the  Gospel,  as  well  as  those  means  by  which  sinners  have 
been  converted,  are  as  precious  to  us  as  ever.  The  world  is 
always  practical  enough  in  its  estimate  of  religion  to  judge  of  it 
by  its  manifest  effects. 

We  do  indeed  deeply  sympathize  with  you  in  recollecting  the 
great  bereavements  with  which  it  has  pleased  God  to  visit  you,  in 
the  death  of  several  of  your  most  eminent  and  useful  ministers. 
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We  doubt  not  that  the  divine  Spirit  will  guide  you,  as  it  has  ever 
guided  \i)n,  in  filling  the  place  of  the  distinguished  Bishops  who 
have  departed  to  their  reward. 

We  have  been  greatly  interested  in  listening  to  your  welcome 
address,  and  havebeen  edified  and  refreshed  by  the  presence  and 
intercourse  of  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Lindsay,  D.D.,  and  the  Rev.  Asbury 
Lowry,  D.D.,  your  honored  representatives.  We  heartily  com- 
mend'to  your  fraternal  regards  the  faithful  and  beloved  brethren, 
Revs.  G.  Sanderson,  Lachlan  Taylor,  D.D.,  and  Alexander 
Sutherland,  by  whom  we  send  this  address,  and  who  will  more 
fully  make  known  to  you  all  our  state.  And  now,  honored  and 
very  dear  brethren,  we  pray  God  to  magnify  his  grace  in  you  more 
and'  more,  and  that  our  common  Methodism  may  more  and  more 
abound  in  all  holy  and  saving  works. 

Signed  in  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  Conference. 

Wm.  Morley  Puxshon,  M.A.,  President^ 

A.  SuTHERLAJSTD,  Secretary. 
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ADDRESS  OF  REV.  GEORGE  SANDERSON. 

Mr.  President,  Fathers,  and  Brethren-  :  Mr.  President, 
with  your  permission  I  would  confess,  though  I  know  Methodism 
every-where  has  lifted  up  a  strong  voice  in  jjrotest  against  auricu- 
lar confession,  nevertheless  I  would  confess  to  feeling  for  a  long 
time  an  earnest,  though  a  hitherto  unexpressed,  desire  to  visit  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States  ;  not,  sir,  in  an  official,  representative  character — to 
so  high  an  honor  my  asjjira'^ions  never  soared — but  as  an  unknown 
visitor  I  might  visit  you  in  that  quiet  obscurity  which  best  befits 
me,  and  sit  down  at  the  feet  of  fathers  and  brethren,  and  listen  to 
the  words  of  wisdom  Ox'  these  men  whose  words  will  live  longer  in 
the  hearts  of  the  Church  than  sculptured  marble  or  storied  urn 
can  perpetuate.  I  r.m  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  meeting  on  this 
platform  my  dea'-  Brother  Sutherland,  as  joint  representative  of 
the  Conference  of  the  Wesleyan  Church  in  Canada,  and  with  him 
to  bear  to  XVa  General  Conference  the  loving  greetings  of  the 
Wesleyan  C'lurch  in  Cauada  ;  and  if,  sir,  we  do  not  represent  so 
large  a  Church  as  has  been  represented  at  a  former  session  of  this 
General  Conierence,  and  if  we  do  n'ot  present  our  greetings  so 
eloquently  a^  those  greetings  were  presented,  let  me  assure  you 
these  greetings  come  from  as  warm  and  loving  hearts. 

Our  paternity  is  a  unique  paternity.  In  the  great  numerous 
family  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  we  stand  allied  to  the 
British  Conference,  and  we  stand  connected  with  the  Metliodist 
Episcopal  Chur-^h   in  the  United   States.     In   1790   the  intrepid 
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Losee,  under  the  direction  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
planted  the  standard  of  Methodism  in  our  young  country.  He 
was  speedily  associated  with  othei's  of  like  spirit,  who  labored  hard 
to  promote  the  cause  of  God  in  the  new  land. 

In  1811  the  holy  apostolic  Bishop  Asbury  came  to  our  country 
to  clieer  and  comfort  the  infant  Churches.  I  have  felt  gre.itly 
stirred  by  the  thought  tliat  in  the  Church  where  I  am  called  to 
labor  there  the  voice  of  the  apostolir  Bishop  Asbury  was  heard. 
As  I  have  thought  of  it  it  has  stimulated  me  to  greater  fidelity 
and  earnestness,  that  I  mi^ht  "tell  the  old,  old  story  of  Jesus  and 
his  love." 

In  the  process  of  time  the  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States  then  laboring  in  Canada  extended 
more  and  more  eastward  into  that  portion  known  as  Eastern  Can- 
ada. While  some  British  missionaries  were  extending  their  labors 
more  and  more  to  the  westward,  there  was  something  likely  to 
occur  which  would  look  like  friction  or  collision.  By  a  muUial 
arrangement  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the 
English  Conference  the  eastern  part  was  assigned  to  the  British 
Wesleyan  Conference,  and  the  western  part  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States.  Thus,  sir,  the  work  con- 
tinued until  1828,  when  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  from 
prudential  reasons,  saw  fit  to  withdraw  their  jurisdiction  from  the 
Churches  in  Canada,  and  sanctioned  a  subsequent  affiliation  with 
the  British  Conference.  Though  we  stand  affiliated  with  the  En- 
glish Conference,  we  have  not  forgotten  the  ties  which  bound  us 
to  this  great  Church  in  this  grand  republic. 

Our  greetings,  therefore,  will  partake  more  of  a  filial  than  of 
a  fraternal  character.  We  hope  the  bonds  will  continue  to  grow 
stronger  and  stronger  as  time  rolls  along.  That  we  entertain 
those  fee  ings  is  apparent  from  this  as  well  as  other  facts.  When 
our  members  see  fit  to  i*emove  to  the  United  States  of  America 
from  our  Church  we  certify  our  letters  to  the  ministers  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States.  There  are 
Wesleyans  in  this  great  land  of  vQurs  laboring  for  God,  yet  we  do 
not  feel  because  of  a  similarity  in  name  it  should  lead  us  to  send 
our  members  into  that  branch  of  the  Methodist  family ;  but  in 
remembrance  of  the  intimate  relation  which  has  existed  between 
ourselves  and  this  body  we  say  to  our  members  we  desire  that 
while  in  the  United  States  they  may  find  their  religious  home 
Trt'ith  you. 

We  have  been  very  glad  to  avail  ourselves  from  time  to  time 
of  the  distinguished  services. of  some  of  your  Bishops  and  mem- 
bers of  this  great  body.  Not  long  since,  in  tlie  commercial  mtv 
tropolis  of  Canada,  we  were  very  glad  to  avail  ourselves  of  the 
services  of  Bishop  Janes,  and  some  six  weeks  ago,  when  we  had 
an  occasion  of  a  somewhat  connectional  character — the  dedication 
of  our  Metropolitan  Church  in  Toronto — we  solicited  the  services 
of  one  of  your  Bishops,  and  we  are  sure  but  that  for  his  indispot;i- 
tion  the  services  of  Bishop  Simpson  would  have  been  rendered  on 
32 
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this,  to  us,  great  occasion.  We  also  sought  the  services  of  a  dis- 
tinuni-^hed  "layman  from  Detroit,  whose  praise  is  in  all  the 
Churclies,  who  took  charge  of  the  fin;uicial  :iff:iirs  of  thnt  day. 
We  thus  had  the  laymen  and  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  represented  on  that  great  and  interesting 
occasion. 

■  A  short  time  ago  the  fire  fiend  lit  up  his  torches  and  set  fire  to 
one  of  the  great  cities  of  the  West.  About  this  same  time,  Avlien 
the  fire  was  raging  at  its  fiercest  height,  another  fire  flamed  forth 
from  the  shores  of  Great  Britain — not  a  fire  of  destruction,  but 
one  of  sympathy  and  love  which  "  many  waters  could  not 
quench."  It  rushed  on  through  the  waters  of  the  great  At'antic ; 
it  reached  tlie  great  Dominion  of  Canada  ;  it  breathed  not  with 
fierce  breath  to  destroy,  but  it  spoke  through  living  lips,  and  the 
fire  kindled  was  this  :  ''  The  Queen  of  England  desires  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada,  without  delay,  to  send  from  the  Government 
stores  blankets  for  the  destitute  and  tents  for  the  homeless  in 
Chicago."  And  with  an  alacrity  that  would  have  done  her  royal 
heart  good,  our  Goveinmeut  expedited  every  movement  in  send- 
ing fcrwai'd  offerings  of  love  in  the  far  west.  And  our  locomo- 
tives— not  always  noted  for  their  velocity — seemed  to  catch  the 
fire  of  sympathy  which  burned  in  every  heart,  and,  with  unwonted 
speed,  went  on  their  me.-sage  of  charity.  And  I  am  not  sure  but 
that  if  we  were  not  first  in  the  field  we  were  not  far  behind  you  in 
this  race  of  sympathy  and  lo\  e.  And,  sii-,  and  beloved  brethren, 
when  a  great  affliction  came  upon  this  great  land  some  years  ago, 
our  sympatiiy  was  of  the  profoundest  character  thi-oughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  our  country.  And  in  the  chuiclies,  which 
w^ere  draped  in  mourning  throughout  the  land,  we  held  our  me- 
morial services  in  memory  of  the  great  and  good  who  had  passed 
away  from  the  presidential  chair.  Many  are  the  cheeks  which 
were  wet  with  tears  as  they  thought  of  one  of  the  greatest  of  lives 
being  taken  by  the  hand  of  an  assassin,  and  we  w^ept  in  submis- 
sion to  God,  wlio  alone  could  from  this  calamity  command  any 
good. 

Mr.  President,  I  would  say  just  a  word  or  two  in  reference  to 
our  piosperity.  I  say  this  not  in  any  sense  of  boasting,  but  that 
you  may  see  the  cause  we  have  for  rejoicing.  In  1828,  when  you 
withdrew  your  supervision  from  us,  our  membership  was  five  thou- 
sand ;  we  now  have  a  membership  of  more  than  sixiy-^ix  thousand. 
We  then  liad  fifty  preachers;  we  have  now  upward  of  six  hundred 
Methodist  preachers.  Our  missionary  income  was  then  five  hun- 
dred doUai'.s;  it  is  now  nearer  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  We 
are  endeavoring  to  do  something  in  the  way  of  education.  We 
have  a  bright  example  set  for  us  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Cliurch,  and  we  are  humbly  following  in  the  way  which  they  have 
marked  out.  We  ha\e  our  university,  and  in  this  college  six 
thousand  young  men  have  received  an  education,  more  or  less 
perfect,  up  to  Uie  present  time. 

We    have   also    a    female    college,    having    a   large    patronage 
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throughout  our  Dominion,  and  we  are  taking  measures  to  have  a 
college  where  both  sexes  may  be  educated. 

Our  Book  Room  disseminated  your  literature,  and  our  Confer- 
ence paper  is  doing  battle  for  the  Lord,  and  its  weekly  visits  are 
made  a  blessing  to  hundreds  and  thousands  of  its  readers. 

In  regard  to  our  Missionary  Society,  I  desiie  to  say — without 
entering  into  any  statement  of  the  statistics  of  our  work — that  one 
source  of  income  has  furnished  to  our  treasury  $83,000,  together 
with  a  surplus  of  the  past  year  of  $6,000,  so  that  we  have  about 
$90,000, on  hand;  and  there  is  one  interesting  fact  I  will  men- 
tion— that  of  this  sum  812,000  have  been  presented  by  the  Ju- 
venile Missionary  Society  in  our  country.  Our  Sunday-schoola 
have  put  forth  an  eftbrt  in  this  direction,  and  have  raised  one 
seventh  of  tlie  entire  amount,  and  have  laid  it  upon  the  altar  of 
missionary  benevolence.  We  regard  this  as  an  important  feature, 
that  while  our  efforts  are  not  diminished  to  any  extent,  it  is  in- 
spiring to  know  that  young  hearts  are  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
missionary  enterprise,  and  thus  binding  them  to  the  various  be- 
nevolent institutions  of  the  Church, 

Allusion  has  been  made  in  the  Address  to  efforts  being  made  in 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  for  the  confederation  of  the  various  fami- 
lies of  British  Methodism,  "'Tis  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be 
wished,"  but  there  are  many  difficulties  in  the  way.  It  may  be 
that  at  the  present  juncture  we  are  not  prepared  to  make  the 
necessary  sacrifices  and  surrenders,  so  that  we  can  all  come  upon 
one  platform.  It  may  be  otherwise.  If,  howevei-,  we  are  not  thus 
prepared,  I  assure  you  that  this  Church  Avhich  I  repiesent  will  not 
stand  in  the  way  ;  for,  although  we  represent  by  far  the  largest 
portion  of  Methodism  in  Canada,  we  ai-e  willing  to  make  as  large 
a  surrender  as  we  possibly  can,  in  order  that  this  consummation 
may  be  more  speedily  reached. 

We  are  more  hopeful,  however,  of  another  union  taking  place 
immediately.  I  refer  to  the  Conference  of  Eastern  British  North 
America,  now  in  affiliation  with  the  British  Conference.  The  con- 
federation of  that  Conference  with  our  own  is  probable ;  the  in- 
cipient steps  are  already  taken,  and  Ave  are  hoping  that  by  the 
assembling  of  the  next  General  Assembly  we  will  have  a  General 
Conference  established  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  I  beg  to 
thank  you,  in  behalf  of  the  Conference  I  represent,  for  the  kind- 
ness which  has  been  extended  to  myself  as  one  of  the  bearers  of 
the  love  and  greetings  of  that  body.  If  I  might  venture  a  hope  in 
regard  to  this  great  body  I  would  express  this  :  That  when  you 
shall  be  called  from  labor  to  reward — when  the  Elijahs  shall'  go 
home,  rising  in  their  chariots  to  the  glories  of  the  blessed,  their 
mantles  may  fiill  upon  worthy  shoulders  ;  fall  upon  the  Elishas, 
who  will  follow  in  their  steps,  and  imitate  them  in  their  nol.le 
virtues  in  tilling  the  offices  of  the  Church  and  the  pulpits  in  the 
land. 
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ADDRESS  OF  REV.  ALEXANDER   SUTHERLAND. 

HoNOKKD  Fathers  and  Brethren:  A  friend  remarked  to  me 
tliis  morning  while  at  breakfast,  perhaps  with  a  view  of  improving 
my  appetite,  "  I  think  this  is  the  day  of  your  trouble,  because  you 
are  expected  to  speak  to  the  Genei-al  Conference."  I  begin  to 
sympathize  with  the  i-emnrk  he  employed.  I  expected  when  I  re- 
ceived the  honor  of  the  appointment  on  this  fraternal  delegation  to 
h;ive  bnt  very  little  to  do.  I  regret  that  Dr.  Taylor,  one  of  our 
delegation,  is  not  able  to  be  with  us,  which  may  make  my  duties 
the  more.  I  feel  a  serious  degree  of  embarrassment  in  trying  to 
address  this  venerable  body  to-day,  yet  am  grateful  that  the  body 
for  which  I  appear  has  been  so  well  represented  already,  both  by 
the  address  which  you  have  heard  and  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Sander^ 
son  so  that  little  remains  for  me  to  do. 

When  King  Edward  of  England  had  besieged  the  French  town 
of  Calais,  the  citizens  made  a  very  vigorous  resistance ;  but  being 
compelled  to  yield,  a  deputation  from  these  burghers  was  sent 
down  to  the  King  to  present  the  submission  of  the  city.  The  King, 
enraued  at  their  resistance,  ordered  that  the  deputation  should  be 
put  to  death.  Before  this  mandate  had  been  carried  out  the  Queen 
hastened  to  the  King,  and,  kneeling  before  her  royal  husband,  plead 
so  eloquently  and  earnestly  that  the  King  granted  her  request,  and 
when  the  intelligence  of  their  pardon  was  conveyed  to  the  burgh- 
ers, one  of  them  is  i-eported  as  saying:  "My  country,  it  is  now  I 
fear  for  thee;  King  Edward  has  conquered  our  provinces,  but 
Philippa  has  conquered  our  hearts."  Sometimes  I  felt  an  appre- 
hension, as  I  considered  the  suggestions  arising  among  you,  for  I 
dip  into  "  Zion's  Herald"  once  in  a  while;  but  when  I  have  seen 
these  suggestions  of  desire  for  our  fair  land,  or  when  our  good 
•friends,  the  Fenians,  have  invaded  Ireland  by  the  way  of  Canada — 
acting  upon  the  tradition  of  the  Irish,  I  suppose,  that  "  wherever 
you  see  a  head,  hit  it"-;-I  have  never  felt  alamied,  because  the 
■bonds  of  Christian  love  are  stronger  than  other  influences,  and 
because  the  grace  of  God  is  strengthening  the  cordial  relations 
between  America  and  England,  and  because  I  believe  God  has 
purposes  to  subserve  by  that  Christian  fraternity  which  exists  be- 
tween America  and  the  Canadas  and  the  older  country.  I  have 
not  felt  alarmed  wlien  I  have  thought  of  these  things ;  but  since  it 
has  been  my  privilege  to  spend  a  week  in  this  city,  and  to  look 
upon  your  faces  coming  from  every  part  of  your  grand  Methodistic 
•heritage,  making  up  this  General  Conference,  and  after  your  kind 
■reception  of  us,  I  leel  like  saying,  as  did  the  burgher  of  Calais, 
"My  countx-y,  it  is  now  I  fear  for  thee,"  for  these  Methodist  min- 
isters do  conquer  our  hearts. 

Not  a  few  of  our  members  who  have  come  over  to  view  this 
goodly  land  have  returned  to  us  no  more.     I  do  not  know  what 
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influences  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  but  I  know  that 
for  a  few  days  past  I  have  felt  that  I  must  get  away  from  this  en- 
chanted ground,  as  Banyan  would  say,  lest  I  should  return  no 
more. 

We  come  among  you,  not  as  strangers  and  aliens,  but  as 
children  of  those  sainted  men  who  first  planted  Methodism 
in  our  wilds  We  are  not  forgetful  of  Losee  and  Xatlian  Bangs, 
nor  that  Bishops  George  and  Hedding  presided  at  the  Annual 
Conferences  and  gave  impetus  to  the  work.  I  rejoice  that  I  can 
stand  here  to-day  amid  the  work  in  its  development  that  our 
fatliers  in  Methodism  planted,  and  for  which  you  have  a  fraternal 
regard. 

I  feel,  as  I  stand  on  the  floor  of  this  General  Conference,  that 
what  I  have  wished  for  so  long  has  arrived,  but  which  had  never 
entered  my  heart  to  conceive  would  come  to  me  in  my  present 
position  as  a  delegate ;  but  as  a  traveler  I  hoped  to  look  into  the 
faces  of  men  whose  names  I  have  known  so  long,  and  learned  to 
honor  for  their  long  life  services  for  the  cause.  I  rejoice  to  have 
the  privilege  of  seeing  these  venerable  men,  whom  I  regard  so 
eminently  worthy  to  wear  the  mantle  of  Asbury,  and  to  carry  that 
banner  that  was  once  borne  by  Lee  and  Fisk  and  Bangs.  I  rejoice 
to  meet  them  to-day,  and  shall  carry  away  very  pleasant  memories 
of  my  visit. 

There  is  but  one  thing  that  shadows  the  joys  of  the  hour — the 
subject  referred  to  so  eloquently  by  Mr.  Punshon  a  few  days  ago — 
the  sad  bereavement  you  have  suftered  in  ttie  loss  of  your  Bishops 
and  others  of  your  able  men,  and  of  others  who  I  see  around,  and 
whose  years  and  trembling  forms  indicate  that  of  them,  too,  it  shall 
be  said',  "They  are  not,  for  God  hath  taken  them."  We,  too,  have 
Bufiered  during  the  last  four  years,  and  though  the  names  of  our 
departed  have  not  gone  through  all  the  earth  like  those  you  have 
lost,  yet  their  memories  are  very  fragrant  wherever  they  were 
known. 

We  appear  before  you  as  Canadian  Methodists.  My  brother 
Sanderson  is  a  Canadian  born  in  Ireland,  but  I  was  to  the  manor 
born.  We  are  not  ministers  plenipotentiary  nor  high  commis- 
sioners, but  we  are  Methodist  ministers. 

There  are  some  Avho  think  that  this  Canada  of  ours  is  a  kind  of 
second  Greenland — that  is  good  for  nothing  but  for  raising  ice- 
bergs, and  tish  perhaps— and  only  of  the  nIzc  of  one  of  the  smaller 
States.  But  we  claim  a  country  that  is  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  miles  larger  than  the  whole  of  the  United  States  together. 
It  is  true,  there  is  a  part  of  that  that  lies  around  the  North  Pole  5 
but  what  of  that?  There  is  one  of  your  cities  that  claims  to  be 
the  "Hub  of  the  Universe,"  and  if  that  is  true,  we  have  one  end 
of  the  axle-tree. 

Of  cour.-e,  we  don't  boast  of  the  popidation  which  you  have ;  but 
only  give  us  the  requisite  time,  and  then  see.  We  have  not  the 
Fifteenth  Amendment,  nor  Woman  Sufii-age,  nor  even  George 
Francis  Train,  wiiom  we  could  take  oft"  your  hands,  perhaps,  as  we 
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have  just  completed  a  large  lunatic  asylum.  We  have  a  country 
unsurpassed  for  salubrity,  that  is  capable  of  sustaining  a  population 
of  from  seventy  to  eighty  millions  of  souls,  I  make  these  remarks 
not  for  the  purpose  of  speaking  jocosely  of  Canada,  but  to  say  to 
the  people'  of  the  United  States  that  we'  have  not  a  barren  wilder- 
ness, nor  are  we  a  quarrelsome  neighbor;  but  that,  while  fond  of 
its  own  institutions,  Canada  is  broad  enough  to  extend  the  meed  of 
praise  to  this  grent  land  of  yours.  Let  there  never  be  strife  between 
thv  land  and  ours,  nor  between  thy  herdsmen  and  ours,  for  we  be 
brethren.  As  Canadians,  we  rejoice  at  the  removal  of  what  threat- 
ened us  once.  There  was  a  time  when  things,  as  you  say  over 
here,  looked  "mighty  onsartin."  We  know  how  sometimes  very 
slight  causes  move  hearts  that  love,  and  liow  much  less  causes 
affect  nations.  Sometimes  it  would  take  grotesque  forms,  which 
made  us  think  of  a  certain  dominie  who  h.id  an  unlimited  proclivity 
to  punish  the  boys  of  his  school,  and  who  kept  an  account  of  de- 
linquencies with  them  for  tlie  week,  and  then  on  Monday  thrashed 
them  for  the  whole  score.  One  week,  for  a  wonder,  there  were  no 
bad  marks;  and  Friday  came,  and  still  no  faults,  and  he  Avas  sad, 
for  there  Avas  no  chance  for  the  usual  floggings.  But  on  Monday 
he  selected  some  half  dozen  of  the  boys  and  thrashed  them  on  what 
he  called  "  general  principles."  We  thought  of  ourselves  that  we 
were  behaving  pretty  Avell ;  but  we  did  not  know  hut  you  would 
come  over  some  morning  and  give  us  a  thrashing  on  "general  prin- 
ciples." But  noAV  the  general  principles  have  passed  away,  and 
with  them  the  threatening  aspects. 

As  Methodists  Ave  bring  to  you  the  very  cordial  greetings  of 
the  six  or  seven  hundred  ministers,  who,  I  venture  to  say,  are 
the  earnest  foUoAvers  of  those  Avho,  as  Methodist  invaders,  first 
crossed  the  Canada  line.  Though  in  some  sense  your  sons  in  the 
Gospel,  we  are  trying  to  be  wortliy  of  our  parentage.  But,  as  AA^e 
say  sometimes  in  love-feast,  1  Avill  try  to  keep  myself  to  present 
experience.  We  are  trying  to  keep  ourselves  to  Methodist  theol- 
ogy ;  and  the  real  message  that  sounds  the  Gospel  to  all  is  still 
held  forth.  Doctrinal  heresy  is  unknown  among  us,  and  aa'b 
hold  to  Methodism  Avith  a  heartiness  worthy  of  the  acceptance  by 
their  early  guardians,  and  our  people  say,  "  Ever  more  give  us  of 
this  bread." 

Our  missionary  Avork  from  the  first  has  necessarily  partaken 
something  of  a  home  character.  Not  only  had  we  the  Avants  of 
our  English-speaking  population  to  attend  to,  but  Ave  had  a  Avhole 
province  full  of  another  language  and  race,  and  nearly  all  of  them 
of  the  most  resistlessly  aggressive  system  of  Romanism  tliat  has 
been  found  on  earth.  And  j'et,  Avhile  making  provision  for  the 
home  work,  Ave  are  turning  our  eyes  to  the  suffering  millions 
abroad.  Several  of  our  Avealthier  laymen  have  recently  made  con- 
tributions to  this  end,  and  we  trust  that  soon  Canadian  Methodism 
will  claim  her  share  in  the  foreign  fields.  What  is  knoAvn  as  the 
Indian  AVork  AA\as  begun  by  William  Case  many  years  ago,  and  is 
Btill  pressed.     It  is  no  wonder  that  our  Christian  sympathies  have 
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been  excited  toward  that  race ;  for  we  know  that  it  is  doomed  to 
extinction,  and  this  we  would  retard  as  much  as  possible.  If  we 
cannot  prevent  death,  yet  we  may  mitigate  the  sorrows  of  the  dy- 
ing. We  have  thousands  of  them  now  whose  lives  adorn  the  doo-, 
trine  of  Christ  our  Saviour,  and  thousands  of  others  who  have  gone 
to  their  rest. 

In  the  Avork  of  a  higher  education  we  are  trying  as  pioneers  to 
do  sonietliing.  My  brother  said  some  six  thousand  young  men  had 
passed  through  the  hall  of  our  University.  It  has  graduaterl  some 
seven  hundred  in  medicine,  and  some  scores  in  law.  The  history 
of  our  graduates,  I  am  happy  to  say,  has  been  exceedingly  credit- 
able to" us,  and  to  our  lawyers,  ministers,  and  business  men  who 
have  gone  out  from  the  institution,  and  are  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  Dr.  Oiniiston,  one  of  the  leading  clergymen  of  another 
denomination  in  this  city,  is  a  graduate  of  our  University,  and 
Alexander  Burns,  of  one  of  your  literary  institutions  in  Iowa,  is 
another.  I  was  about  to  say,  If  you  want  more,  we  have  them; 
but  then  we  don't  want  you  to  come  after  them.  Our  brethren  in 
the  Eastern  Provinces,  too,  have  a  flourishing  college,  of  which 
you  will  hear  presently ;  yet  while  making  this  provision  for  our 
sons,  the  daughters  are  not  neglected. 

There  is  a  p(ftnt  which  I  would  refer  to  very  briefly.  The  rnat- 
ter  of  Methodisti-c  unity  is  attracting  a  great  deal  of  attention. 
We  have  some  five  difterent  bodies  oi'  Methodism.  With  regard 
to  all  of  tiiese  there  is  no  real  cause  of  separation.  Holding  fast 
to  the  same  doctrines,  usages,  and  administrative  government, 
there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  these  should  not  be  consolidated 
into  one  strong  body.  Overtures  have  been  going  on  for  some 
years,  and  some  facts  encourage  the  hope  that  the  diflUcnlties  will 
all  be  overcome  at  no  distant  period.  There  are  some  remnants 
of  the  family  strife  that  occurred  in  other  years,  but  with  regard 
to  a  large  majority  we  see  no  good  reason  wiiy  these  things  should 
keep  us  apart,  and  many  are  praying  that  the  very  memories  of 
these  old  difficulties  should  die  and  be  forgotten,  and  be  buried 
wliere  the  Lord  buried  Moses,  so  nobody  could  find  the  grave.  I 
think  the  temper  which  is  being  manifested  on  all  sides  is  hopeful 
for  the  future,  and  we  are  in  expectation  of  tlie  day  when  we  shall 
have  one  strong  and  thoroughly  Methodist  Church  in  Canada.  I 
have  read  an  old  fable  that  the  majestic  form  of  Truth  once  walked 
this  earth,  and  that  since  that  period  it  has  been  separated,  and 
the  different  parts  are  walking  about  in  search  of  each  other,  and 
that  all  the  parts  shall  be  reunited  in  one  glorious  body  at  last. 
And  so  we  hope  and  are  praying  that  the  Methodist  family  of 
Canada  may  soon  see  the  time  when  bone  shall  come  to  bone,  and 
muscles  cover  the  whole,  and,  best  of  all,  when  the  breath  of  the 
Lord  shall  come  upon  them,  and  they  be  one  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts. 

I  thank  you  for  the  attention  with  which  you  have  listened  to 
my  remarks,  and  I  shall  go  from  this  Conference  with  the  pleasant/- 
est  feelings  of  the  brotherly  regard  with  which  I  have  been  re- 
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ceived,  and  cherish  in  memory  the  pleasant  associations  of  this 
occasion ;  and  I  shall  pray  that  the  brotlierly  feeling  that  obtains 
may  always  exist,  and  that  God  may  aid  us  to  make  good  our 
boast  that  the  Methodists  are  one  all  over  the  earth. 
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REPLY  TO  ADDRESS  OF  THE  CONFERENCE. 

The  General  Conferexce  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  Con- 
ference OF  THE  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  IN  Canada  : 
"  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace  from  God  our  Father  and  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ."  The  presence  and  fraternal  greetinfrs  of  your 
accredited  and  welcome  delegates,  Rev.  George  R.  Sanderson,  and 
Rev.  Alexander  Sutherland,  and  the  written  address  of  which  they 
have  been  the  bearers,  have  afforded  us  the  liveliest  satisfaction  and 
pleasure.  We  rejoice  in  the  grace  of  our  common  Lord,  bestowed 
upon  you  and  through  you  to  the  Churches  in  the  Dominion  of 
Canada.  The  large  extent  of  ten-itory  intrusted  irf  great  measure 
to  you,  and  the  increasing  multitudes  of  people  who  wait  upon 
your  ministry,  call  for  the  utmost  diligence  and  fidelity  in  tlie  work 
committed  to  you  by  the  Master.  Your  incieased  membership, 
Xhc  augmentation  of  your  Church  property,  your  enlarged  facilities 
for  tht"  Christian  education  of  the  young,  and  the  devotion  of  your 
people  to  missionary  labors  and  other  modes  of  establishing  and  ex- 
tending the  kingdom  of  Christ,  furnish  good  evidence  that  the 
great  Head  of  the  Church  still  blesses  and  makes  you  a  blessing. 
May  he  ever  lift  upon  you  the  light  of  his  countenance,  and  give 
you  great  peace  and  prosperity  ! 

The  past  four  years  have  been  with  us  years  of  earnest,  and,  we 
are  glad  to  say,  not  unfruitful,  toil  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Master. 
Oiir  membership  at  this  date  amounts  to  nearly  one  and  a  half  mill- 
ions of  people.  The  aggregate  value  of  our  churches  and  parson- 
ages exceeds  sixty-four  and  one  half  millions  of  dollars.  Li  spiritual 
power,  in  our  missionary  labors  at  home  and  abroad,  in  the  cause 
of  education,  both  in  the  Sabbath-school  and  other  institutions  of 
learning,  in  effort  on  behalf  of  the  Freedmen,  in  the  productions  of 
the  press,  and  in  all  the  appliances  and  approved  modes  of  Chris- 
tian effort  we  are  glad  to  report  correspondingly  large  and  grati- 
fying evidences  of  success.  In  addition  to  former  agencies,  we 
note  with  special  pleasure  the  presence  of  the  laity  of  "the  Church 
as  members  of  our  Conference,  the  inauguration  of  more  general 
and  systematic  means  for  the  promotion  of  education,  the  organi- 
zation of  the  "  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,"  and  the 
success  which,  notwithstanding  many  hinderances,  has  attended 
our  efforts  to  rebuild  the  waste  places  of  our  Zion  in  our  Southern 
States.     The  magnitude  of  the  work,  and  its  great  enlargement, 
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should  cause  us  more  and  more  earnestly  to  pray,  "  God  be  merci- 
ful unto  us,  and  bless  us;  and  cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  us  :  that 
thy  name  may  be  known  upon  earth,  thy  saving  health  among  all 
nations." 

Since  our  last  communication  to  you  we  have  had  to  mourn  the 
Iciss  of  many  great  and  good  men,  both  of  the  fathers  and  of  the 
younger  brethren  whom  the  Lord  Jesus  had  granted  us  as  fellow- 
laborers.  Among  these,  four  who  had  been  called  to  the  office  and 
ministry  of  our  General  Superintendeiicy,  namely,  Bishops  Baker 
Clarke,  Thomson,  and  Kingsley,  have  fallen  at  their  posts,  "  Our 
fathers,  where  are  they  ?  and  the  prophets,  do  they  live  forever?" 
We,  also,  would  be  admonished  to  be  ready  for  the  coming  of  the 
Lord.  Our  encouragement  is  that  though  the  loved,  and  honored, 
and  useful  ai-e  removed — some  at  times  and  in  ways  that  seem 
to  us  mysterious — still  the  Lord  liveth,  and,  blessed  be  the  Rock 
of  our  salvation,  the  work  of  his  grace  goes  grandly  on,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so  to  the  acclamations  of  universal  history.  Gaz- 
ing on  fields  all  ready  for  the  harvest,  our  prayer  is  thai  he  may 
raise  up  and  qualify  and  thrust  out  iu  still  greater  number  and 
power  true  and  right-hearted  men  to  preach  and  teach  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  his  grace. 

In  common  with  you  we  rejoice  that  among  the  many  unmis- 
takable signs  of  the  times  there  is  a  general  tendency  among  the 
various  branches  of  the  Church  to  draw  nearer  together  in  the 
bonds  of  Christian  love  and  fellowship.  But  very  few  are  now 
disposed  to  turn  their  strength  largely  against  other  branches  of 
the  Church,  or  even  to  stand  apart  in  shameful  isolation  from  the 
communion  of  saints.  Gladly  recognizing  the  many  important 
points  common  to  all,  the  tendency  is  to  aid  one  another  in  the 
defense  and  maintenance  of  those  points,  leaving  the  comparative- 
ly few  on  which  they  diifer,  and  in  regard  to  wliich  they  wish  not 
to  conceal  their  diiference,  to  the  clearer  \  ision  of  the  future.  This 
passing  away  of  former  asperities,  this  kindly  feeling,  this  increas- 
ing and  more  intimate  brotherly  intercourse,  this  inquiry  after  the 
true  principle  of  Chri>tian  union,  we  would  by  all  means  cherish 
and  promote.  It  is  in  entire  agreement  with,  and  has  from  the  be- 
ginning been  a  distinguishing  feature  of,  our  beloved  and  honored 
Methodism.  It  has  received  several  new  and  beautiful  illustrations 
during  the  current  session  of  our  General  Conference.  Even 
where  ultimate  organic  union  is  not  so  probable  we  wonld  say, 
''  Nevertheless,  whereto  we  have  already  attained  let  us  walk  by  the 
same  rule,  let  iis  mind  the  same  things." 

We  commend  to  you  the  llcv.  Miner  Raymond,  D.D.,  and  the 
Rev,  Augustus  C.  George,  D.D.,  bearers  of  our  greetings  and  fra- 
ternal messengers  to  your  body.  Their  intimate  and  large  ac- 
quaintance with  our  work  in  all  its  bearings  and  modes  of  wper- 
aiion  will  supply  our  lack  of  service  in  not  entering  furtiier  into 
detail  in  this  our  letter.  May  the  Gud  of  our  fathers,  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  the  Spirit's  power,  ever  be 
and  abide  with  you  ! 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  CONFERENCE. 

To   THE  General   Contekence  of  the  Methodist   Episcopal 
Chuech  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

Rkverend  and  Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren:  It  was  with 
feelings  of  great  satisfaction  that  we  received  your  reply  to  our 
first  address  to  your  venerable  body,  representing,  as  you  do,  the 
largest  organization  of  Methodists  in  the  world.  ■  We  hasten 
with  joy  to  communicate  with  you  again,  and  thus  do  our  part 
to  ]ierpetnate  a  correspondence  whicli  to  us  is  most  encouraging. 
We  received  your  epistle  by  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Jesse  T. 
Peck,  D.D.,  and\he  Rev.  Goldsmith  D.  Carrov/,  D.U.,  whom  we 
welcomed  Avith  fraternal  delight.  The  oral  statements  of  these 
brethren  have  aflbrded  us  ample  information  concerning  the 
great  work  committed  to  your  trust.  Their  services  in  our  sanc- 
tuaries also  contributed  to  make  our  present  Conference  one  of 
unusual  interest.  The  impressions  ]iroduced  by  their  addresses, 
both  ti-om  pulpit  and  platform,  on  many  hearts  must,  we  are  sure, 
be  of  long  continuance  and  productive  of  gracious  frnits.  The 
sympatliy  they  manifested  toward  ourselves,  and  the  favorable 
opinion  they  kindly  expressed  of  our  work,  have  induced  us 
more  cheerfully  to  proceed  in  the  way  wherein  we  have  been 
led  by  our  fathers  in  the  Gospel.  Allow  us  then  respectfully 
to  request  that  the  favor  of  a  similar  deputation  to  us  may  be 
granted  at  the  ensuing  session  of  the  General  Conference. 

We  are  unable  to  express  the  admiration  we  entertain  on  ac- 
count of  your  unprecedented  prosperity  and  expansion.  These 
are  apparent  in  your  many  Sunday-schools,  with  their  million  of 
scholars  and  a  proportionate  number  of  teachers  ;  in  your  Mis- 
sionary Society,  which  has  liopefuUy  planted  its  agencies  in  each 
of  the  grand  divisions  of  the  globe,  and  in  your  Centenary  cele- 
bration, which,  besides  strengthening  tlie  boncl  that  holds  together 
your  numerous  and  extended  interests,  has  put  you  in  possession 
of  a  large  sum  of  money,  which,  under  divine  direction,  you  will 
know  well  how  to  expend  for  the  advancement  of  the  work  of 
God.  In  all  this  we  exceedingly  rejoice.  Your  triumphs  are 
ours.  There  is,  however,  yet  great  room  for  the  spread  of  pure 
and  undeiiled  religion  in  tlie  earth.  We  heartily  pray  that  you 
may  advance  as  rapidly  in  the  years  to  come  as  in  the  first  cen- 
tury of  your  existence,  until  the  Redeemer's  name  shall  be  sung  in 
every  land  by  every  tongue. 

We  sliare  in  the  joy  that  your  late  gigantic  civil  strife  has  ended, 
and  that  it  resulted  in  the  extinction  of  slavery  in  all  tlie  vast  do- 
mains of  the  United  States.  We  exult  that  people  of  color,  now 
elevated  to  citizenship  and  receiving  Christian  education,  are  re- 
garded   equally  with  ourselves  as   being    children  of  the  great 
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paternal  Spirit  and  the  purchase  of  the  blood  of  Christ.  In  view 
of  the  great  past,  with  what  emphasis  may  it  be  said,  "Behold, 
wlmt  God  hath  wrongiit!"  In  anticipation  of  the  future  we  are 
ready  to  believe  that  you  will  see  greater  things  than  these — even 
the  world  regenerated  by  the  universal  and  efficacious  preaching 
of  the  Gospel  of  salvation. 

Tlie  prospect  of  continued  amicable  relations  between  your 
nation  aixl  our  own  is  more  hopeful  now  than  when  ymir  address 
to  u<  was  written.  Surely  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
Chiistian  civiliz:ition  in  all  lands,  and  the  conversion  of  all  nations 
to  God,  that  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Biatain  should  always  remain  on  the  most  friendly  terms 
with  each  other.  With  ourselves,  as  with  yon,  this  is  sought  in 
constant  and  fervent  ])rayer  by  an  ever-increasing  number  of  the 
people  of  God.  May  the  Divine  Ruler  make  your  Government 
and  ours  be  of  one  mind  on  the  questions  in  which  they  are 
mntually  concerned.  Then  shall  be  seen  the  evangelizing  agents 
of  both  nations  honored  to  stand  side  by  side  in  the  front  ranks 
of  those  who  are  conquering  the  world  for  Christ. 

We  liave  mourned  with  yon  on  account  of  the  losses  you  have 
sutiered  by  the  decease  of  tiie  late  Bishops,  Edward  Thomson, 
Calvin  Kingsley,  and  Davis  W.  Clark.  Their  praise  was  in  all 
the  Churches,  as  men  of  learning,  talents,  and  eminent  piety. 
W^ithdrawn  from  yonr  councils,  they  are  not  wholly  lost  to  y<>u, 
for  their  example  and  the  influence  of  their  consecration  remain. 
We  pray  God  that  a  double  portion  of  their  s|)irit  may  rest  upon 
the  men  who  may  be  calletl  to  sustain  the  official  positions  which 
their  departure  has  left  vacant. 

You  will  be  glad  to  be  informed  that  we  have  had  a  good  year 
throughout  our  Conference.  We  have  been  chastened  indeed  by 
the  removal  to  eternal  rest  in  comparatively  early  life  of  three  of 
our  bretrliren,  but  we  have  now  received  eighteen  candidates  for 
our  ministry.  Some  hundreds  have  been  added  to  our  member- 
ship notwithstanding  the  large  emigration  of  our  people  west- 
ward. Our  educational  establishments  continue  to  answer  their 
great  design.  As  in  former  years,  our  academies  for  males  and 
females,  and  our  colleges,  with  which  is  connected  a  theological 
institution,  largely  repay  our  fostering  solicitude.  Our  greatest 
progress  in  the  year  has  been  in  our  home  mission  enterprise. 
This  has  taken  a  tirm  hold  on  the  aifections  of  our  people,  and 
drawn  forth  their  libeiality,  so  that  we  are  j^reparing  to  occupy 
other  fields  of  holy  toil  in  the  more  destitute  parts  of  the  country, 
in  which  we  are  confident  in  God  we  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
labor  in  vain. 

Our  Book  Room  and  Connectional  Organ,  under  the  management 
of  the  liev.  H,  I'ickaid,  D.D.,  have  made  decided  improvement. 
We  have  no  disputing  among  ourselves.  The  land  in  all  direc- 
tions, to  its  utmost  limits,  lies  accessible  to  us.  In  the  spirit  which 
has  made  your  Churi-h  so  great  and  useful  we  are  endeavoring  to 
live  and  work.     We  now  rejoice  in  expectation  of  the  continued 
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enlargement  of  our  societies,  and  shall  be  glad  to  be  permitted 
to  assure  vou  in  due  time  that  our  hope  has  been  crowned  with 
early  and  full  acc(implishment. 

AinunLj  the  several  Methodist  bodies  in  Ontario  the  possibility 
and  desirableness  of  union  have  of  late  received  attention. 
Appropriately  brought  under  our  consideration,  we  have  taken 
measures  for  co-operation  with  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Confer- 
ence of  Canada  in  this  great  project,  by  the  appointment  of 
two  of  our  biethren  to  confer  with  that  Conference.  If,  in 
the  providence  of  God,  and  by  his  grace,  all  Methodists  in  this 
expanding  Dominion  sluall  be  brought  into  one  body,  and  be  ever 
wisely  animated  by  the  maxim  bequeathed  to  us  by  the  founder 
of  Methodism,  to  spread  scriptural  holiness  throughout  the  land, 
we  are  persuaded  the  desired  union  may  be  fraught  with  bless- 
ings to  unborn  myriads. 

But  we  cannot,  in  this  address,  enlarge  on  all  the  topics  of  com- 
mon interest  to  you  and  to  ourselves.  Nor  is  it  needful,  as  we 
have  appointed  our  beloved  President,  the  Rev.  Henry  Pope,  Jr., 
:ind  our  honored  and  venerate«l  brother,  the  Rev.  Matthew 
Ricliey,  D.D.,  already  favorably  known  to  you,  to  represent  us  at 
your  Conference.  These  brethren  we  commend  to  your  love  and 
esteem,  as  they  possess  our  unreserved  Iraternal  conHdence. 
They  will,  with  your  desii-e,  describe  to  you  more  fully  our  state 
as  a  young  oflshoot  from  the  parent  Conference,  with  wiiich  we 
continue  to  enjoy  the  most  cordial  affiliation. 

We  trust,  clear  fathers  and  brethren,  we  shall  ever  live  in  your 
sympnthies,  and  hope  never  to  forfeit  your  fraternal  regard  as  a 
living  branch  of  the  great  Methodist  family.  To  you  and  to  us 
may  grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  from  God  the  Father  and  tlie 
Lord  Jesus  Christ! 

Signed  by  order,  and  on  behalf  of,  the  Conference  of  Eastern 
British  America.  Hexey  Pope,  Jk.,  President. 

DuxcAx  D.  CuRRiE,  Secretary. 
Saint  John,  New  Brunswick, Vane  30,  1871. 
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Reverexd  and  Beloved  Fathers  axd  Brethren:  In  avail- 
ing myself  of  this  opportunity  to  address  you,  which  your  unaf- 
fected courtesy  has  so  kindly  accorded  me,  may  I  be  permitted  at 
once  to  say  that  "  Little  Benjamin  "  also — the  Conference  of  East- 
ern British  America,  a  small  and  humble  member  of  the  great 
Methodist  family — tenders  through  me  the  warmest  love  and  the 
most  cordial  greetings  to  his  more  distinguished  sister,  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  as  represented  by  this  august  and  impos- 
ing assembly. 
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Highly  appreciatincr  the  honor  conferred  upon  us  by  your  ap- 
pointment of  so  estimable  a  delegation  as  we  were  favf^red  to 
welcome  in  our  midst  last  year,  we  most  earnestly  desire  that  the 
pleasant  and  profitable  intercourse  with  each  other  so  auspiciously 
inaugurated  may  be  perpetuated  in  our  future  history. 

The  visit  of  your  honored  representatives,  the  Rev.  Jesse  T. 
Peck,  D.D.,  and  the  Rev.  Goldsmith  D.  Carrow,  D.D.,  was  an  occa- 
sion of  hallowed  interest  in  our  conferential  experience,  and  the 
memory  of  their  eloquent  and  forcible  utterances  upon  various 
topics  relevant  to  their  mission,  and  their  ministrations  in  our 
sanctuaries,  so  richly  distinctive  of  the  peace,  purity,  and  power 
of  Christ's  simple  Gospel,  will  long  linger  in  the  hearts  both  of 
our  ministers  and  our  people. 

As  a  Conference,  we  felt  ourselves  honored  by  the  kind  manner 
in  which  you  were  pleased  to  refer  in  your  address  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Richey.  We  had  hoped  that  he  might  have  been  here  to-day 
to  speak  to  you  once  again  for  himself  and  for  us  ;  but  deeply  do 
I  regret  to  inform  you  that  severe  personal  affliction  denies  him 
the  ability  to  discharge  what,  I  am  sure,  he  would  esteem  a  most 
gratefid  duty. 

Fain  would  I  command  his  acknowledged  eloquence,  that  I 
might  give  yon  some  worthy  idea  of  the  high  admiration  we  feel 
in  contemplating  the  magnitude  and  mightiness  of  your  vast  or- 
ganization throughout  this  great  country — express  the  unfeigned 
love  we  cherish  for  you,  as  one  with  ourselves  in  your  views  and 
experience  of  Christian  truth,  and  the  joyous  and  grateful  pride 
with  which  we  hail  the  brilliant  success  you  have  achieved  in  your 
enterprising  efforts  to  consolidate  the  great  interests  committed  to 
your  care,  and  to  conquer  souls  for  Chi'ist. 

In  your  prosperity  and  joy  we  have  prospered  and  rejoiced  ; 
and  when  you  have  murmured,  our  tears  have  mingled  with  yours, 
especially  of  late,  as  the  sad  and  startling  intelligence  has  reached 
us  from  time  to  time  how,  in  rapid  succession,  the  insatiate  Archer 
had  laid  low  so  many  of  the  episcopal  princes  of  your  Isi'ael. 
Nor  have  we  failed  to  pray  that  He,  with  wliom  is  the  residue  of 
the  Spirit,  might  raise  up  for  you  an  ample  supply  of  worthy  suc- 
cessors of  those  eminent  men  of  God.  Though  the  most  exqui- 
sitely wrought  garlands  of  earthly  eulogiums  must  e\er  appear 
mean  in  contrast  with  the  flashing  coronets  of  glory  ))]aced  upon 
their  exalted  brows  by  the  Master  whom  they  loved  and  served  so 
well,  still  we  revere  their  memory  and  follow  their  example. 

As  a  Conference,  we  are  only  seventeen  }ears  of  age,  and,  in 
comparison  with  yourselves,  are  small  and  feeble  and  obscure. 
To-day,  however,  we  are  convinced  of  the  respectability  of  the 
family  to  which  we  belong,  and  are  verily  proud  of  our  rich  and 
influential  relations. 

(^ur  Conference  territory  comprises  the  provinces  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, Nova  Scotia,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Newfoundland,  and  the 
Bermudas. 

Among  those  whom  we  venerate  as  the  pioneers  of  Methodism 
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in  our  portion  of  the  continent  are  holy  men  who  received  their 
baptism  and  commission  for  their  missionary  work  in  the  old 
Methodist  proaching-house,  John-street,  New  York.  I  refer  to 
Freeborn  Garrettson  and  the  tw^o  brothers,  James  and  John  Man, 
men  whose  names  neither  lieaven  nor  eartli  will  suffer  to  die.  A 
few  vears  since  I  had  the  honor  to  preach  the  word  of  life  within 
the  sacred  walls  of  tlie  Old  Zion  Church  in  Liverpool,  Nova 
Scotia,  where  Gari'ettson,  about  ninety  years  ago,  Avith  so  much 
effect,  proclaimed  the  Gospel  message,  and  my  first  circuit  after 
entei'ing  the  ministry  wns  Shelburne,  NovaScotja,  a  region  hallowed 
by  the  faithful  labors  of  James  Man,  who,  one  Christmas  day,  after 
preaching  twnce  and  solemnizing  a  marriage,  laid  him  down  and 
died,  literally  realizing  the  prayer  : 

"  My  body  with  my  charge  lay  down, 
And  cease  at  once  to  work  and  live." 

I  have  frequently  visited  the  house  fi-om  which  his  heaven-called 
spirit  took  its  flight.  His  mortal  remains  lie  entombed  imme- 
diately beneath  the  pulpit  of  tlie  church  in  Shelburne,  and  often 
have  I  been  mo\ed  by  the  recollection  of  this  fact,  when  preaching 
from  that  sacred  stand,  "To  preach  as  though  I  ne'er  should 
preach  again,  a  dying  man  to  dying  men."  These,  and  other 
similarly  devoted  men,  have  labored,  and  Ave  have  entered  into 
their  labors. 

Since  our  organization  as  a  Conference  our  expansion  has  been 
somewhat  rapid  AVhen  compared  with  the  conservative  slowness 
for  Avhich '  uur  previous  progress  had  been  chiefly  remarkable. 
New  responsibilities  were  devohed  upon  us  by  the  change  in  our 
constitution,  and  these  demanded  self  reliance,  energetic  purpose, 
and  acti\  e  enterprise,  and  from  the  cultivation  of  these  resources 
has  resulted  advancement. 

Has  it  not  been  so  in  your  national  history  ?  When  I  think  of 
this  great  nation,  in  its  political,  serial,  commercial,  and  religious 
aspects,  I  am  led  to  ask,  Would  there  have  been  the  rapid  and 
extensive  development  it  has  experienced  had  it  not  been  for  that 
"  surprise  tea  party,"  which  came  ort"  in  the  harbor  of  Boston  a 
certain  number  of  years  ago  ?  1  believe  not.  At  that  period  a 
great  occasion  called  into  action  energies  in  the  national  soul 
which,  otherwise,  in  all  probability,  Avould  have  continued  to  slum- 
ber in  inglorious  meekness. 

The  number  of  our  ministers  has  more  than  doubled  Avhat  it  was 
in  our  mission  age,  and  this  last  year  upward  of  thirty  young  men, 
chiefly  from  England,  have  been  engaged  by  us  as  candidates  for 
the  Avoik  of  the  ministry.  The  entire  country  is  open  to  us,  and 
of  late  in  various  parts  of  the  fleld  there  have  fallen  showers  of 
blessing. 

Tlie  grand  old  doctrines  of  our  Methodistic  theology — to  Avhich 
you  as  a  Church  so  loyally  adhere — ai-e  sounded  lorth  from  our 
multiplicity  of  pulpits  with  fidelity  and  power;  and  in  respect  of 
them,  and  the  excellent  discipline  which  is  common  to  us  both,  we 
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are  firmly  resolved,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  continue  to  "  walk  by 
the  same  rule,  and  to  mind  the  same  thing  " 

Nunil)ering  closidy  upon  one  hundred  thousand  adherents,  we 
are  justly  ambitious  to  do  our  share,  ns  so  important  a  part  of  the 
New  Don)inion,  toward  rendering  our  people,  in  character  and 
condition,  worthy  of  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  people  of 
these  United  States,  between  wliom  and  ourselves  there  need 
never  be  any  other  than  the  most  generous  rivalry  in  pursuit  and 
exhibition  of  those  virtues  which  are  essential  alike  to  the  perfec- 
tion and  stability  of  individuals  and  national  honor  and  prosperity. 
Sustaining  an  affiliated  relation  to  the  parent  boily  in  England, 
our  peo])le  contiibute  to  tlie  funds  of  tlieir  Foreign  Missionaiy 
Society,  and  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  spread  of  Christianity 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  For  tlie  purpose  of  overtaking 
the  spiritual  destitution  Avhich  exists  nearer  home,  we  liave  lately 
organized  a  Home  Missionary  Society,  and  are  much  encouraged 
by  tlie  favor  with  which  it  has  been  generally  received.  For  these 
'Combined  objects  about  820,000  were  contributed  last  year. 

In  tiie  literary  department  of  our  work  we  have  our  connec- 
tional  organ,  the  "  Provincial  Wesleyan  "  newspaper,  and  a  small 
"  Book  Koom,"  both  of  which  are  conducted  in  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  under  the  able  management  of  Rev.  D.  P.  Maul.  The  Book 
Room  is  not  that  power  among  us  which  Ave  could  desire,  but  the 
"Provincial  Wesleyan"  has  an  extensive  circulation,  and  is  an  in- 
strument of  good  wherever  it  goes.  By  the  way,  several  of  your 
valuable  papers  are  numerously  patronized  within  our  borders, 
such  as  the  ■•'  Methodist,"  the  "  Christian  Advocate,"  and  "  Zion's 
Herald,"  and  we  shall  not  be  sorry  if  an  equal  number  of  sub- 
scribers for  our  periodical  should  be  found  among  our  Amei-ican 
brothers. 

In  the  cause  of  education  we  have  for  thirty  years  been  render- 
ing important  service  to  our  Church  and  our  country  generally. 
Oiu-  educational  establisliment  is  situated  at  Sackville,  iSTew  Bruns- 
wick, and  at  present  embraces  large  and  well-equipped  academies 
for  youth  of  both  sexes,  a  college,  and  a  theological  institution. 
The  president  of  the  college,  Mr.  Allison,  is  a  graduate  of  one  of 
your  own  universities.  Both  he  and  those  associated  with  him 
are  unquestionably  "  the  right  men  in  the  right  place." 

At  the  present  time  the  managers  of  this  branch  of  our  work 
are  placed  in  ratiu-r  difficult  circumstances.  For  many  years  past 
the  Governments  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  have  granted 
to  our  institutions  certain  amounts  of  money  in  aid  of  their  opera- 
tions, but  recently  the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick  has  inti- 
mated that  such  aid  on  their  part  must  cease  during  the  current 
year,  and  the  probal)ility  is  that  Nova  Scotia  will  .shortly  follow 
their  pernicious  example.  I  do  not  know  what  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation may  resolve  on  doing  in  the  matter,  but  I  presume  the 
only  way  will  be  to  raise  an  Endowment  Fund,  which,  in  order  to 
be  efficient,  would  need  to  be  at  least  §100,000. 

These  institutions  orisrinated  in  the  Christian  beneficence  of  the 
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late  Charles  F.  Allison,  Esq.,  of  Sackvillc,  New  Brunswick,  who 
consecrated,  with  exemplary  liberality,  $20,000  to  this  noble  enter- 
prise. Men  of  such  resoui'ces  and  such  disposition  are  rare  among 
us  as  vet,  and  I  fear  our  future  movements  will  be  seriously  crip- 
pled unless  help  dawn  upon  us  from  some  unexpected  quarter. 

You  will  not  think  it  stranire,  therefore,  if  under  these  circum- 
stances we  find  our  eyes  turning  wistfully  in  this  direction,  and 
our  hearts  sighing  for  some  ot  the  wealth  of  the  departed  "  Rich," 
or  some  beneficently  accorded  right  to  draw  upon  the  golden 
affections  of  your  own  munificent  "  Drew."  Of  this  I  am  sure, 
that  such  investments  as  these  in  our  colonial  institutions  would 
not  render  our  more  intimate  relationship,  representing  as  we  now 
do  distinct  nationalities,  less  easy  or  less  desirable. 

And  now,  sir,  may  I  be  for  a  moment  indulged  to  make  a  rather 
personal  acknowledgment  ?  Fifty-three  years  ago  my  venerable 
father,  at  that  time  a  Methodist  missionary  in  Canada,  contracted 
a  large  debt  in  this  State  of  New"  York.  The  facts  are  these. 
There  was  at  that  period  a  worthy  yeoman  residing  in  Utica,  th* 
father  of  a  numerous  family,  the  eldest  of  w^hom  was  a  daughter, 
a  young  lady  of  more  than  ordinary  personal  attractions,  com- 
bined with  many  excellences  of  mind  and  heart.  Of  that  lady 
my  father  heard.  He  came,  he  saw,  he  conquered  ;  and  thus,  ob- 
taining one  of  the  best  of  wives,  laid  himself  under  an  iri-edeem- 
able  debt  of  obligation  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Jones's  house  was  a  home  for  the  Methodist  preachers  of 
those  days,  and  I  have  heard  my  sainted  mother  often  speak  with 
veneration  and  affection  of  Elder  Case  and  others,  to  whose  min- 
istry it  had  been  her  privilege  to  listen. 

Through  the  instrumentality  of  Methodism  both  Mr.  Jones  and 
his  daughter  were  converted  to  God,  and  all  that  my  dear  mother 
was  to  her  huisband  and  to  her  children — in  respect  to  those  vir- 
tues and  graces  which  should  adorn  the  relations  of  wife  and 
mother — may  be  put  down  to  the  credit  of  her  early  Methodist 
training.  Her  last  communication  with  earthly  friends  was  made 
when,  being  in  the  very  suburbs  of  heaven,  and  unable  to  articu- 
late a  single  syllable,  she  wrote  with  slate  and  pencil  her  d}ing 
testimony  fur  the  Saviour,  ''The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  his  Son, 
cleanseth  us  from  all  sin." 

Gratitude  to  God  for  such  a  mother,  thankfulness  to  this  Church 
for  her  religious  culture,  and  respect  for  this  country  which  fur- 
nished her  with  the  home  of  her  gii  Ihood,  must  ever  induce  me  to 
regard  with  leelings  of  pecuUar  interest  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

But  I  must  conclude,  and  in  doing  so  allow  me,  sir,  to  say  that, 
while  at  first  sight  1  was  overwhelmed  with  astonishment  at  the 
wide  and  powerful  hold  which,  as  a  Church,  you  had  taken  of  the 
teeming  population  of  this  vast  region — after  more  mature  consid- 
eration, my  surprise  has  materially  abated.  As  1  have  studied 
your  character,  your  numbers,  and  your  agencies,  I  have  seen 
enough  moral  magnetism  coiled  up  in  the  Methodist  community, 
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represented  by  this  General  Conference,  if  perfectly  expanded,  to 
draw  the  world  to  Christ. 

Your  own  sweetly-singing  Whittier  has  recorded  the  immortal 
patriotism  and  self-devotion  of  one  Barbara  Fretchie,  which  fling 
a  ray  of  glory  upon  that  dark  ordeal  of  solicitude,  suffering,  and 
blood,  tlirough  which  as  a  nation  you  weie  a  few  years  since  called 
to  pass.  He  tells  how,  stretching  herself  out  of  the  unprotected 
window  of  her  house,  she  grasped  the  shivered  staff,  to  which  was 
attached  the  insulted  ensign  of  her  country,  and,  lifting  it  on  high, 
as  she  gazed  upon  the  tierce  soldiery  whose  gleaming  rifles  were 
gaping  with  their  murderous  mouths  upon  her  aged  form, 

"Shoot,  if  you  must,  this  old  gray  head, 
But  spare  your  country's  flag  I  "  she  said ! 

Noble  Bai'bara,  thy  memory  shall  never  die  ! 

Sir,  I  believe  a  similar  spirit  of  self-sacrificing  heroism  has  been 
illustrated  by  Episcopal  Methodism  in  her  prosecution  of  the  cause 
of  Christ  at  home  and  abroad,  and  has  rendered  her  equal  to  great 
emergencies  and  gigantic  enterprises  in  her  eventful  past. 

Let  this  same  spirit  continue  in  the  future  to  operate  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  the  millions  of  intelligent  Methodists  through- 
out this  magnificent  republic,  and,  by  the  blessing  of  heaven,  it 
will  be  productive  of  results  in  the  interest  of  evangelism  which 
cannot  be  overestimated — results  which  shall  go  far  to  correct  the 
disorders  and  still  the  discords  of  earth,  and,  rolling  away  the 
night  of  error  and  evil,  mantle  our  sin-darkened  world  with  the 
mornhig  glory  of  Christ's  universal  reign. 

We  know  not  what  the  Ruler  of  the  nations  may  yet  do  for  us 
in  our  political  relationship  to  each  other.  If  he  shall  sustain  our 
incorporaticm  as  a  yet  more  magnificent  whole,  none  would  hail 
the  event  with  more  pleasure  than  myself;  but  if  it  shall  be  his 
will  that  our  present  relationship  continue,  then  I  am  confident  I 
speak  for  my  Conference  as  well  as  myself,  when  I  piay  that  our 
respective  flags  may  ever  float  side  by  side — your  bright  evening 
s_tars  smiling  in  loving  beauty  upon  our  blood-red  cross,  and  our 
blood-red  cross  reflecting  with  responsive  sympathy  the  glory  of 
your  beautiful  stars. 

33 
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20. — Journal,  pages  387,  401, 
REPLY   TO    THE    CONFERENCE. 

To  THE   CONFEKENCE   OF  THE  WeSLEYAN  MeTHODIST  ChUKCH    IN 

Eastern  British  America  : 
Reverend  and  dear  Brethren:  We  were  glad  to  hear  of 
your  state,  and  to  receive  the  kind  words  sent  to  us  by  the  hands 
of  your  representative,  Rev.  Henry  Pope,  Jr.  His  able,  interest- 
ing, and  very  cordial  address  gave  us  the  highest  satisfaction,  and 
we  respond  with  the  deepest  sympathy  and  love.  We  rejoice  in 
the  fraternal  union  wliich  exists  between  us  and  all  the  members 
of  the  Methodist  family  in  Great  Britain  and  her  provinces.  We 
regretted  very  much  th;it  the  venerable  and  excellent  Dr.  Richey 
could  not,  as  we  had  hoped,  visit  us  again,  but  Mr.  Pope  endeared 
himself  to  us  by  his  Christian  bearing,  and  his  eloquent  and  excel- 
lent address.  It  has  pleased  God  to  afflict  us  greatly  during  the 
last  four  years  in  the  removal  from  us  of  many  of  our  most  emi- 
nent men,  but  his  mercies  have  abounded  toward  us,  and  we  re- 
joice in  the  rapid  extension  of  our  work  in  every  part  of  our  vast 
field.  Our  membership  has  increased  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand,  two  hundred  and  forty-two,  and  our  churches  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  since  our  last  General 
Conference,  and  our  people  have  contributed  for  church  building 
$5,250,615  a  year  during  the  same  time,  and  every  department 
of  our  work  has  been  sustained  with  increasing  liberality.  In  our 
country  the  prejudices  of  caste  are  rapidly  giving  way,  and  Chris- 
tian fellowship  is  extending  over  all  nationalities  without  respect 
of  person.  We  regret  that  any  occasion  has  arisen  which  could  by 
any  possibility  imperil  the  peace  of  our  respective  governments. 
We  are  brethren  of  the  same  stock,  the  same  literature,  religion, 
the  same  God  and  Saviour.  We  cannot  think  without  horror  of 
the  possibility  of  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  and  we  most  earnestly  join  you  in  the  prayer  that  our 
heavenly  Father  would  grant  us  perpetual  peace.  Let  us  rejoice 
in  the  unity  of  faith,  and  the  bonds  of  love. 

We  congratulate  you  on  the  progress  you  have  made  through- 
out the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  especially  upon  your  great  suc- 
cess in  ijuilding  up  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesiis  Christ.  We 
are  pleased  lo  see  the  different  bodies  of  Methodism  in  your  coun- 
try coming  nearer  together,  and  we  hope  that  you  may  at  last  all 
be  united  in  fact  as  you  are  in  Spirit,  and  that  God  may  give  you 
Btill  greater  success  in  winning  souls  to  Christ.  We  are  conscious 
that  no  material  prosperity  can  compensate  for  the  loss  of  spiritu- 
ality in  the  Church,  and  hence  depend  on  the  infiuence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  carrying  forward  the  work  we  have  to  do.  We  believe 
that  our  people  are  drawing  nearer  to  God,  through  Christ,  and 
that  they  are  devoting  more  and  more  their  substance  to  his  serv- 
ice.    The   work  of  holiness   is  increasinir,  and  numerous  revivals 
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prove  that  God  is  Ptill  with  us.  With  love  unfeigned  we  send  to 
you  these  fraternal  words,  praying  that  the  richest  blessings  of 
heaven  may  ever  descend  upon  you. 

Our  beloved  brethren,  William  R,  Clark  and  William  H. 
Elliott,  will  tell  you  more  of  our  present  work,  and  bear  to  you 
our  Christian  salutations.  "The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
be  with  you  all." 


NATIONAL   COUNCIL  OF   CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCHES  IN  THE  UNITED   STATES. 

21. — Journal,  page  159. 

CREDENTIALS   OF  REV.  A.  HUNTmGTON  CLAPP,   D.D.,   HON. 
J.  B.  GRINNELL,   AND  REV.  GEORGE  B.  BACON. 

To  THE  General   Conperence  of  the  Methodist  Episcopai, 

Church  in  the  United  States: 
This  will  certify  that  the  National  Council  of  the  Congregational 
Churches  of  the  United  States  has  appointed  Rev.  A.  Huntington 
Clapp,  D.D.,  of  New  York,  Hon.  J.  B.  Grinnell,  of  Iowa,  and 
Rev.  George  B.  Bacon,  of  New  Jersey,  to  represent  the  Congrega- 
tional Churches  at  your  session  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1872,  and 
to  convey  to  you  their  Christian  salutations. 

Alonzo  H.  Quint,  Secretary. 

At  the  Session  held  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  Kov.  15,  1871. 


S2. — Journal,  page  159. 
ADDRESS   OF  REV.   GEORGE  B.  BACON. 

Mr.  President,  Fathers,  and  Brethren:  I  have  sometimes 
noticed  that  when  a  man  becomes  rich  and  prosperous,  and  not 
specially  in  need  of  friends,  there  is  a  sudden  and  wonderful  devel- 
opment of  friends  and  acquaintances  of  whose  existence  he  had  till 
then  lived  unsuspicious.  Perhaps  I  may  take  it  as  one  of  tlie  signs 
of  your  prosperity  that  there  are  here  before  your  body  so  many 
delegates  from  other  bodies  that  you  have  been  compelled  to  sur- 
render the  most  of  two  mornings  of  your  precious  time  to  them. 
At  the  risk  of  being  thought  to  be  another  poor  relation,  a  very 
distant  one  at  that,  I  stand  here  before  you  to  repi'esent  the  Church 
that  traces  her  spiritual  lineage  directly  back  to  the  Mayflower, 
for  I  beg  you  to  remember  that  the  little  company  which  that  ves- 
sel brought  to  these  shores  was  not  so  much  a  civil  community  as 
it  was  a  Church  of  Christ.  The  little  one  has  become  a  thousand, 
yea,  thousands,  and  I  bring  to  you  to-day  the  salutations  of  the 
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Congregational  Church  of  the  United  States.  Brethren,  we  bless 
you  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  "  The  Lord  lift  up  his  countenance 
upon  you,  and  give  you  peace." 

I  am  reminded  tliis  morning  that  this  is  the  first  time  that  we 
have  appeared  before  yon  in  this  capacity;  nay  more,  that  it  is 
the  tirst  time  that  it  would  have  been  possible  for  us  to  have  a 
representation  before  you,  for  not  till  last  year  were  we  so  united 
that  as  a  body  we  could  be  anywhere  properly  represented;  but 
that  irresistible  tendency  to  union  that  is  so  widely  abroad  in  the 
land  has  at  last  drawn  us  together  and  given  us  a  connectional 
existence.  You  understand  that  we  have  ever  been  jealous  of 
local  Church  rights,  and  fearful  of  concentration  <if  power :  but  we 
are  at  last  so  drawn  together  that  we  can  have  some  kind  of  fra- 
ternal relations  and  intercourse,  as  a  body,  with  other  Churches. 
That  is  why  I  am  here  to-day.  As  I  stand  here  to-day  I  am 
reminded  that  the  differences  between  you  and  us  are  marked. 
Standing  here  and  remembering  how  united  and  compact  a  body 
you  are,  how  all  your  interests  and  work  are  one,  and  how  you 
have  ever  been  able  as  a  great  whole  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder 
in  the  great  Avork  given  you,  I  almost  look  with  envy  upon  you ; 
and  remembering  how,  as  a  great  army  you  can  march,  and  do 
march,  as  a  man  to  the  great  conflict  against  sin,  I  give  thanks  to 
God  for  what  he  has  wrought  through  Methodism,  for  your  work 
has  been  good,  and  only  good,  and  good  continually.  But  while 
you  have  your  appropriate  work,  we  also  have  ours.  We  are  jeal- 
ous, as  I  said  before,  of  the  local  rights  of  Churches.  We  recog- 
nize our  difficulties,  and  we  give  thanks  for  our  advantages;  for 
we  have  our  advantages  as  well  as  our  difficulties.  Our  work  lies 
through  somewhat  ditiereut  channels  from  yours,  but  let  us  remem- 
ber that  the  work  is  one ;  and  let  us  go  our  diflerent  ways,  remem- 
bering that,  whatever  lines  may  divide  us,  the  lines  of  the  great 
Church,  catholic  and  invisible,  encircle  and  unite  us;  that  we  have 
"  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism."  I  rejoice  to  know  and  feel 
to-day  that  no  skinny  bottles  of  sectarianism  can  hold  the  new  wine 
of  the  Gosjjel.  My  work  is  done.  I  present  to  you  the  fraternal 
greetings  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  the  Cnited  States  of 
America.  May  the  Lord  increase  and  prosper  you  more  and  more 
abundantly ! 
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THE    METHODIST  CHURCH. 

23. — Journal,  page  159. 

CREDENTIALS  OF  REV.  E.  A.  WHEAT,  REV.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS. 
REV.  T.  B.  GRAHAM,  REV.  H.  STACKHOUSE,  J.  H.  M'CLAKEY; 
T.  J.  FINCH,  AND  J.  B.  HAMILTON. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference 
OF  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  session  in  Brook- 
lyn, New  York,  May,  1872. 
Brethren:  The  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
at  its  session  lielcl  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  May, 
1871,  appointed  Rev.  E.  A.  Wheat,  of  the  Genesee  Conference; 
Rev.  C.  H.  Williams,  of  the  North  Illinois  ;  Rev.  T.  B.  Graham,  of 
the  Ohio;  and  Rev.  H.  Stackhouse,  of  the  Indiana;  and  J.  H. 
M'Claney,  T.  J.  Finch,  and  J.  B.  Hamilton,  laymen,  as  Fraternal 
Messengers  and  Commissioners  to  your  body. 

They  will  present  you  our  Christian  greetings,  and  also  the  ac- 
tion of  our  Conference  defining  their  powers  and  duties.  They 
are  commended  to  you  as  brethren  beloved,  and  as  worthy  of  your 
esteem.         Very  kindly  yours, 

H.  B.  Knight,  Secretary^ 
General  Conference  of  Methodist  Church. 

Conference  Rooms,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  26,  1871. 


24. — Journal,  page  159. 

ADDRESS   OF  REV.  E.  A.  WHEAT. 

Mr.  President,  Fathers,  and  Brethren:  It  is  with  feelings 
of  peculiar  interest  that  I  appear  before  you  this  morning.  I  re- 
member that  this  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  denomina- 
tion that  we  have  occupied  this  position.  The  relation  which  our 
body  has  heretofore  sustained  to  you  has  differed  from  the  rela- 
tions of  those  whose  representatives  have  preceded  me.  We  are 
younger  members  of  this  great  family.  Our  Conference  has  not 
given  us  a  written  address,  but  the  brother  who  will  follow  mc 
will  present  to  you  a  few  written  statements. 

Time  indicates  that  we  must  be  brief.  For  this  reason  you  will 
not  expect  from  me  prolonged  remarks. 

I  desire,  however,  in  the  name-  of  the  Church  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  to  render  thanks  for  the  kind  consideration 
that  led  you  to  send  a  commissioner  to  our  last  General  Confei'- 
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ence.  In  that  we  recognize  tlie  fact  that  the  spirit  of  conciliation 
is  abroad  among  you,  and  in  response  we  wish  to  say  that  we  pur- 
pose not  to  be  outdone  in  the  exhibition  of  tliat  spirit  by  any. 
The  point  of  difference  between  your  and  our  body  may  be  com- 
prehended in  the  simple  statement  that  it  comprises  principles 
which  you  have  already  recognized  in  the  admission  of  laymen  to 
your  ecclesiastical  councils.  It  was  kiiul,  if  you  regarded  us  aa 
wandering  children  from  your  fold,  for  you  to  send  a  fi-aternal 
delegation  to  our  last  General  Conference.  If,  however,  you  will 
regard  us  in  another  light,  as  pioneers  sent  out  to  explore  the  land 
of  mutual  rights,  we  will  to-day  report  the  result;  and  we  are 
pleased  to  say  that  we  have  found  ihe  association  of  laymen  with 
the  ministry  in  our  Church  councils  to  be  profitable,  and  to  aid  us 
very  miich  in  all  our  Christian  work.  We  most  heartily  congrat- 
ulate you  to-day  upon  the  fact  that  you  have  made  progress  in  this 
direction.  You  are  marching  upon  our  citadel,  and  we  have  no 
wish  that  your  march  shall  be  slower ;  and  if  you  shall  fully  adopt 
the  principle  of  Lay  Delegation  you  will  have  taken  the  ground 
upon  which  we  stand ;  and  if  you  take  the  ground  upon  which  we 
stand,  you  will  take  us  along  with  it.  Our  prayers  go  up  for  your 
success  in  all  your  work,  and  for  the  hastening  of  the  day  when 
the  various  bodies  of  Methodism  in  this  country  shall  become 
organically  one,  as  well  as  one  in  doctrine,  as  they  now  are.  Our 
only  differences  to-day  are  differences  of  government,  and  I  hope 
the  time  is  not  distant  when  in  this  we  shall  see  eye  to  eye.  But 
this  time  seems  to  be  not  yet,  and  till  it  come  perhaps  it  w^ill  be 
wise  that  our  organizations  shall  remain  separate.  But  meantime 
the  dividing  line  has  already  become  so  narrow  that  we  shake 
hands  over  it  to-day.  First  we  will  learn  to  love  each  other,  to 
respect  each  other's  opinions,  and  then  when  we  grasp  hands,  with 
hearts  united,  we  shall  be  bound  fully  together.  Till  then  let  us 
cultivate  each  other's  acquaintance ;  and  this  opportunity  we 
recognize  as  one  that  is  full  of  profit  in  this  direction. 

We  hope  you  will  find  it  your  pleasure  to  send  a  fraternal  depu- 
tation from  your  body  to  meet  with  us  at  our  next  General  Con- 
ference, which  is  to  meet  at  Princeton,  Illinois.  I  will  not  make 
further  remarks,  as  the  written  statement  which  my  associate  will 
present  to  you  will  give  you  all  the  information  you  will  need. 
Hoping  to  greet  you  at  our  coming  Conference,  and  to  meet  you 
at  last  among  the  glorified,  I  will  for  the  present  say  farewell. 


2o. — Journal,  page  159. 

ADDRESS  OF  REV.  C.  H.  WILLIAMS. 

As  my  co-delegate  has  said,  the  reading  and  presentation  of 
the  following  paper,  and  perhaps  a  very  i^-^  comments  upon  it, 
will  close  our  presentation.  It  might  have  been  better,  perhaps, 
to  have  had  a  little  more  full  explanation  in  regard  to  our  state- 
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inents  hero.  You  will  notice  that  the  word  "  commission,"  as 
well  as  "  delegate,"  is  used  in  connection  with  our  statement. 
Your  Jast  (Teneral  Conference  authorized  brethren  who  came  to 
us  as  commissioners  on  the  subject  of  an  organic  union  between 
the  two  bodies,  and  it  is  in  reference  to  this  fact  that  the  word 
is  to  be  understood  in  this  paper.  I  might  say,  too,  that  the 
brethren  who  came  to  us  may  tje,  or  may  not  be,  present.  If  so, 
they  may  be  able  to  respond  as  to  whether  there  has  been  any 
correspondence  with  the  commissioners  from  our  body.  Our 
scattered  communion  has  prevented  us  from  having  any  commu- 
nication with  them  : 

"ADDRESS  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  AND  FRATERNAL  DELE- 
GATES OF  THE  METHODIST  CHURCH  TO  THE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE  OF  THE  IklETHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH, 
HELD  MAY,   1872. 

"  To  THE  Bishops  and  Delegates  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church,  in  General  Conference  assembled. 
"Fathers  and  Brethren:  At  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  held  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  May  last,  that  body 
had  the  pleasure  of  receiving,  among  the  delegations  bearing  to  it 
the  greetings  of  other  religious  denominations.  Rev.  Dr.  Merrill,  the 
editor  of  the  "Western  Christian  Advocate,"  and  Rev.  Mr.  Bruce 
as  delegates  and  commissioners  from  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  presence  of  these  brethren 
as  your  representatives,  bearing,  as  they  did,  kindly  greetings 
from  your  denomination,  and  the  spirit  of  brotherly  love  which 
they  manifested  personally,  was  an  event  necessarily  tending  to 
bring  into  more  intimate  unity  and  co-operation  your  older  and 
stronger  and  our  more  youthful  members  of  the  great  Methodist 
family. 

"In  view  of  continuing  and  cultivating  these  fraternal  rela- 
tions, and  at  the  request  of  your  honored  representatives,  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  elected  as  commis- 
sioners and  fraternal  delegates  to  this  General  Conference,  Rev. 
E.  A.  Wheat,  of  the  Genesee  Conference;  Rev.  C.  H.  Williams, 
of  the  Xorth  Illinois  Conference;  Rev.  T.  B.  Graham,  of  the 
Ohio  Conference  ;  Rev.  H.  Stackhouse,  of  the  Indiana  Conference  ; 
and  Messrs.  T.  J.  Finch  and  J,  B.  Hamilton,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
John  H.  M'Claney,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  authorized  them  to  bear  to 
you  the  cordial  greetings  of  the  General  Conferen«'e  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  to  reciprocate  your  Christian  courtesy. 

"  The  Methodist  Church,  (formerly  Methodist  Protestant,)  em- 
bracing within  its  membership  many  who  were  formerly  connected 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  may,  in  some  sense,  at 
least,  claim  you  as  her  Mother  Church.  Originating  as  she  did 
in  a  controversy  ccmcerning  lay  representation  and  kindred  sub- 
jects, it  is  not  strange  that  during  the  earlier  part  of  her  history 
there  was  more  or  less  of  conflict,  estrangement,  and  want  of 
sympathy,  yet  as  the  principal  actors  in  these  scenes  have  passed 
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away,  or  become  reconciled  to  each  other,  and  as  thousands  have 
become  identified  with  these  bodies  who  took  no  part  in  these 
uo'itations,  there  exists  no  longer  any  good  reason  why  there 
should  not  be  between  our  Churches  mutual  good-will,  brotherly 
love,  and  co  operation  in  the  great  work  of  spreading  scriptural 
holiness.  This  does  not  necessarily  imply — nor  does  it  forbid — 
ultimate  organic  union.  This  may,  or  may  not,  be  best  for  the 
common  cause  in  which  we  labor.  The  differences  which  exist 
between  us  are  almost  entirely  governmental.  In  faith  and  doc- 
trine we  are  one,  and  we  are  becoming  more  alike  in  government. 
You  have  now  admitted  Lay  Delegation  into  your  General  Con- 
ference. We  have  it  in  our  General  and  Annual  Conferences  in  a 
foi-m  which  more  directly  represents  the  people.  The  introduc- 
tion of  the  laity  into  the  highest  tribunal  of  your  Church  is  now 
a  fixed  fact ;  the  principle  is  recognized,  and  the  details  connected 
with  its  application  will,  no  doubt,  sooner  or  later,  be  adjusted 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Church. 

"  Whether  it  is  best  that  all  the  Methodist  bodies  of  this  coun- 
try shall  become  consolidated  into  one,  is  a  question  upon  which 
honest  differences  of  opinion  may  be  entertained.  This  question, 
so  far  as  the  relations  existing  between  the  Methodist  and  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  are  concerned,  assumes  new  and 
important  aspects  in  view  of  the  fact  that  you  have  now  admitted 
Lay  Delegation  into  your  General  Conference.  As  lay  represen- 
tation and  equality  of  rights  among  the  ministry  are  cardinal 
points  in  our  principles  of  (Miurch  government,  the  question  may 
arise  as  to  whether  there  now  exists  between  us  a  difference  in 
government  sufficient  to  justify  the  separate  existence  of  our 
organization.  Had  there  been  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
at  the  time  of  the  controversy  referred  to,  the  same  spirit  of  com- 
promise, the  same  disposition  to  allow  free  discussion,  and  grant 
privileges  to  the  laity  as  there  now  is,  it  is  quite  safe  to  presume 
that  no  separate  organization  would  have  taken  place,  that  even 
such  Lay  Delegation  as  you  have  now  accepted,  whether  fully  sat- 
isfactory or  not,  would  have  been  accepted  at  least  as  tl>e  forerun- 
ner of  something  more  desirable,  and  results  would  have  been 
different.  Whether  right  or  wrong,  w^iether  for  the  best  or 
otherwise,  however,  a  separation  took  place,  and  a  new  Church 
was  organized.  With  varied  reverses  and  success  it  has  continued 
its  Avork.  With  a  representative  form  of  government,  an  itinerant 
system,  and  doctrines  purely  Methodistic,  thousands  have  been 
gathered  to  its  fold;  some  from  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  and 
otlier  Churches,  but  much  the  larger  porti'.ui  fi'om  the  world. 
Our  most  valuable  ministers  and  members  have  been  brought  to 
Christ  and  the  ranks  of  Methodism  directly  tVom  the  ranks  of  sin 
through  our  own  ministry.  These,  at  least,  have  no  prejudices 
arising  from  old  controversies.  We  honor  the  fathers  of  our  early 
history  none  the  less  because  they  once  stood  within  your  honored 
ranks ;  yet  our  strength  has  not  been  gathered  by  weakening 
others.     Ourpeopie  have  formed  their  attachm  'nt  to  our  doctrines 
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and  Church  government  upon  their  own  merits,  and  not  throujrh 
any  prejudices  airninst  yours  or  any  other  Christian  Church. 
Indeed,  they  are  liberal  almost  to  a  fault;  yet  they  would  not 
consent  to  be  transferred  to  any  other  branch  of  the  Church,  ex- 
cept for  weightv  reasons.  We  hail  with  pleasure  the  proirress 
that  you  are  making  in  what  we  regard  as  the  risht  direction. 
Large  bodies  move  slowly,  yet  when  in  motion  they  have  power 
to  ovorcome  obstaeles,  and  we  believe  that,  sooner  or  later,  you 
will  so  fully  appreciate  the  wise  counsels  of  the  intelligent  laymen 
of  your  Church  as  to  desire  their  presence  in  your  Annual  as  Avell 
as  General  Conferences,  and  provide  for  their  admission.  This 
would  prejjare  the  way  for  a  union  of  our  body  with  yours ;  for 
with  the  people  fully  represented  in  the  councils  of  the  Church, 
there  is  no  great  dano^er  of  oppression  from  any  source. 

"The  time  may  come  when  the  providence  of  God  may  indicate 
that  we  should  be  united  in  one  body,  yet  it  is  proper  that  we  say 
that  our  people  arc  not  yet  prepared  foi  this.  The  masses  of  them 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  any  thing  less  than  equal  representa- 
tion of  the  ministry  and  laity  in  all  the  councils  of  the  Church, 
upon  the  principles  generally  accepted  among  Protestant  Churches. 

"  We  rejoice  in  your  prosperity.  God  has  greatly  blessed  your 
labors.  We  love  you  for  what  you  are  and  what  you  are  doing ; 
and  as  the  older  and  larger  member  of  the  Methodist  family,  we 
desire  to  imitate  your  example  in  laboring  to  save  souls.  We 
simply  ask  that  you  in  turn  continue  to  recognize  us — so  long  as 
we  deserve  it — as  a  member  of  the  great  Methodist  family. 
Tliough  younger  and  weaker  than  yourselves,  still  we  are  healthy 
and  growing.  Never  more  so,  never  more  united  and  hopeful  or 
prosperous.  With  about  thirty  Conferences,  sixty  thousand  mem- 
bers, and  one  thousand  itinerant  ministers,  and  a  corresponding 
number  of  unstationed  ministers  and  preachers  ;  college  property 
worth  $800,000  ;  our  Book  Concern  and  Church  periodicals  extend- 
ing their  business  and  influence,  and  incre;ising  in  circulation  more 
rapidly  than  ever  before  ;  our  Boai'd  of  Missions,  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, Church  Extension,  Missionary,  and  Simday-school  work  all 
well  organized  ;  with  a  rapid  increase  in  the  number  and  capacity 
of  our  houses  of  worship,  our  pastors  and  ])eople  working  har- 
moniously and  successfully  together,  we  think  that  God  has  still  a 
work  for  us  to  do. 

"  Our  people  are  well  satisfied  in  their  present  position,  and  any 
attemjtt  to  press  the  question  of  organic  union  prematurely  would 
defeat  the  consummation  of  such  an  end  and  produce  division  and 
discord  ;  and  even  should  a  majority  of  our  people  decide  in  favor 
of  such  a  measure,  a  very  large;  minority  would  remain  behind  to 
be  scattered  and  lost  to  Methodism.  We  regard  it,  therefore,  as 
our  present  duty  to  leave  events  to  take  their  course,  while  we,  as 
a  branch  of  the  Church,  pursue  faithfully  the  work  assigned  us  by 
the  Head  of  the  Church,  cherishing  toward  you,  and  all  who  love 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  brotherly  love,  to  cultivate  the  spirit  of 
fraternity  and  co-operation  in  every  good  work,   avoiding  all  that 


522  Journal  of  the  Geixeral  Conference.  [1872. 

would  enQ:cnder  strife  oi-  cause  alienation  of  feeling  between  us, 
and  lcavin<;  future  events  to  determine  the  question  of  our  union 
into  the  same  body. 

"  Having  referred  to  the  progress  which  we  as  a  denomination 
have  made,  it  may  be  well  to  state  bi'iefly  some  of  the  embarrai^s- 
ments  by  which  we  have  been  surrounded.  When  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  was  organized,  in  the  year  1830,  a  large  |)ropor- 
tion  of  its  membership  was  embraced  within  the  then  slaveholding 
States,  and  the  question  of  slavery  became  a  disturbing  element 
early  in  lier  history.  Finally,  an  entire  separation  took  place  be- 
tween the  Northern  and  Southern  sections  of  the  Church,  leaving 
both  divisions  much  weakened  in  number  and  influence.  In  May, 
1866,  a  convention  of  non-Episcopal  Methodists — embracing  the 
Methodist  Protestants  in  the  Northern  States,  the  Wesleyan  5leth- 
odists,  and  certain  independent  Methodist  Churches — was  held, 
and  a  basis  of  union  was  agreed  upon,  subject  to  ratification  by 
the  several  Churches  represented.  The  Methodist  Protestant  Dis- 
cipline, with  some  changes  and  modifications,  was  adopted,  and  the 
name,  '  The  Methodist  Church,'  was  chosen  as  the  title  of  the  re- 
constructed body.  This  action  was  unanimously  ratitied  by  the 
Methodist  Protestants  in  their  several  Churches  and  their  General 
Conference,  and  also  by  a  portion  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
ministers  and  Churches.  The  first  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church  was  held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  May,  1871,  and  the 
second  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  May,  1871.  By  the  action  of 
the  last  Gen^-al  Conference,  the  Book  Concern  and  office  of  the 
'Methodist  I^corder' — the  official  organ  of  the  Church — were  re- 
moved from  Springfield,  Ohio,  to  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

"  The  denominational  college,  located  at  Adrian,  Michigan,  is  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  and  has  recently  sent  out  a  number  of 
young  men  into  the  active  ministry  of  tlie  Church. 

"Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  we  are  the  youngest  member  of  the 
great  Methodist  family,  yet  we  do  not  claim  the  usual  privileges  of  the 
youngest  child  to  be  petted  and  spoiled.  We  simply  ask  our  place 
in  the  family  circle,  with  such  love  and  forbearance  as  a  young  sister 
may  claim,  with  time  and  opportunity  for  growth  and  maturity. 
Like  other  children,  we  have  our  weaknesses  and  faults,  and  yet 
are  full  of  hope  and  courage.  We  desire  numerical  enlargement 
and  outward  prosperity,  yet  more  than  these,  we  trust,  spiritual 
graces  and  a  heart  and  hand  ever  ready  for  active  service  in  the 
cause  of  the  Master,  and  above  all  that  charily  which  is  the  bond 
of  perfectness.  Finally,  brethren,  in  behalf  of  the  General  Con- 
ference of  the  Methodist  Church,  we  greet  you  as  brethren  in 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.  We  rejoice  in  your  growth  and  prosperity, 
in  your  success  in  winning  souls  to  Christ,  in  your  progressive 
spirit  and  earnest  zeal.  We  greet  you  as  embassadors  of  Christ, 
sent  foi-th  to  preach  the  everlasting  Gospel,  and  as  laymen,  coming 
now  for  the  first  time  into  the  highest  tribunal  of  your  (church,  not 
to  retard  and  hinder  your  pastors  in  their  work,  but  to  give  them 
your  counsel  and  support,  your  prayers  and  sympathies.      We 
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thank  you  all  for  our  cordial  reception  here,  and  with  hearts  warm 
with  love  for  you  all,  we  cordially  invite  you,  personally  and  offi- 
cially, to  any  and  all  of  our  religious  or  deliberative  assemblies. 
The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all.     Amen. 
"  (Signed,)  "  E.  A.  Wheat, 

"  C.  H.  Williams, 
«J.   B.  Hamilton. 
"Brooklyn,  New  York,  May  10,  1872." 

I  wish  to  say  by  way  of  explanation  of  the  name,  that  there 
were  Protestant  Methodists,  Wesleyan  Methodists,  and  others, 
who  came  together  in  one  body,  when  the  present  name  was 
adopted.  The  Methodist  Protestant  element  was  very  strong,  but 
the  mutual  desire  to  lay  aside  all  other  specially  distinctive  names 
led  to  the  adoption  of  the  name  you  have  heard,  "Methodist ;"  but 
it  was  not  intended  to  assume  exclusively  to  ourselves  the  name 
that  should  be  common  to  all  the  branches  of  the  Methodist  fam- 
ily. There  has  been  some  desire  to  return  to  the  old  name,  but, 
after  four  years  of  trial,  the  General  Conference  of  our  Church 
thought  it  was  best  that  it  should  be  continued. 
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CREDENTIALS   OF  REV.  JOSEPH   WILD,    D.D. 

To  THE  Reverend  the   Bishops,  and  the  General  Confer- 
ence OF  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  Conference 

ASSEMBLED. 

This  paper  certifieth  that  the  bearer,  the  Reverend  Joseph  Wild, 
Doctor  of  Divinity,  has  been  duly  appointed  the  repiesentative 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada  to  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  beareth  our 
greetings  and  pledges,  and  appeareth  for  us  in  the  fellowship  of 
the  Gospel. 

Given  in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Canada,  at  Palermo,  in  the  Province  of  On- 
tai-io,  this  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-two.         Albert  Carman,  Secretary. 
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CREDENTIALS  OF   REV.   MICHAEL  BENSON. 

To  THE   Reverend  the  Bishops,  and  the  General  Confek- 
ENCE  OF  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  Conference 

ASSEMBLED. 

This  paper  certifieth  that  the  bearer,  the  Reverend  Michael  Ben- 
son, has  been  duly  appointed  a  representative  of  tlie  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church' in  Canada  to  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  beareth  our  greetings  and 
pledges,  and  appeareih  for  us  in  the  fellowship  of  the  Gospel. 

Given  in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Metliodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Canada,  at  Palermo,  in  the  Province  of  On- 
tario, this  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord. one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-two.         Albert  Carman,  Secretary. 
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ADDRESS   OF   THE   CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Bishops,  Ministers,  and  Members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  We  are  happy  to  have  received 
your  greetings  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  feel  honored  and  en- 
couraged by  your  friendly  intercourse  and  fraternal  regards,  and 
trust  that  in  our  mutual  fidelity  and  love  in  the  glorious  Gospel  of 
the  blessed  God  they  will  be  long  continued.  You  may  therefore 
rest  assuied  that  to  your  representatives  to  us  the  most  hearty 
welcome  is,  and  ever  wnll  be,  accorded. 

Your  missionary  spirit  planted  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  Canada.  In  the  good  providence  of  our  God,  through  many 
struggles  and  much  opposition  has  it  been  preserved  in  vigor  and 
prosperity  to  this  day,  ever  holding  tenaciously  to  the  polity  you 
gave  us.  Xor  is  there  now%  convinced  as  we  are  of  its  adaptation 
to  our  necessities  in  this  growing  country,  any  desire  for  a  change 
or  any  distinct  tendency  toward  it. 

We  fully  believe  and  strive  in  the  fear  of  God  to  preach  the 
characteristic  doctrines  of  Methodism.  From  all  our  pulpits  we 
proclaim  the  necessity  of  repentance  toward  God  and  faith  in 
Christ,  purity  of  heart  and  godly  practice,  that  men  may  enjoy  the 
approbation  of  their  Father  in  heaven.  We  believe  and  preach 
the  Holy  Spirit's  enlightening  and  regenerating  power,  his  wit- 
ness with  the  sons  of  God,  and  sanctitication  through  him,  and  full 
salvation  and  eternal  glory.  And  God  deigns  to  bless  our  labor, 
reviving  his  work  through  our  ministry,  so  that  many  thereby  are 
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led  to  the  knowlede^e  of  their  guilt,  their  pardon,  and  everlasting 
life.  To  God  be  all  the  glory  !  Brethren,  pray  for  us,  tliat  we 
may  abound  more  and  more  in  humility,  zeal,  charity,  and  all  good 
works. 

An  earnest  missionary  spirit  pervades  our  Church,  though  as 
yet  our  effort  is  restricted  to  the  destitute  sections  of  our  own 
country.  By  God's  help  we  have  done  a  very  large  share  of  the 
Christian  pioneering  of  our  lemote  settlements;  and  we  are  look- 
ing out  hopefully  and  prayerfully  to  the  regions  beyond,  seeking 
ability  to  enter  the  open  door  under  the  direction  of  Providence, 
and  holding  the  genuine  faith  of  the  Gospel  that  the  world  is  to  be 
subject  to  Clirist. 

Our  institutions  of  learning,  situated  at  Belleville,  in  the  Province 
of  Ontario — Albert  University  and  Alexandra  College — are  doing  a 
great  and  good  work  in  the  thorough  education  of  the  youth  of 
our  country.  They  furnish  especial  advantages  to  the  young  men 
and  young  women  of  the  land,  and  already  both  Church  and  State 
are  realizing  decided  profit  from  them. 

We  are  extensively  engaged  in  the  erection  of  parsonages  and 
edifices  for  divine  worship.  Our  people  are  fully  alive  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  building  commodious  chapels  for  the  accomodation  of 
of  those  who  wait  upon  our  ministry. 

Our  printing  and  book  establishments  are  accomplishing  a  good 
work  for  our  Church  and  country,  as  through  them  we  are  diffus- 
ing a  healthful  literature.  The  religious  instruction  of  children  is 
cai-efully  attended  to.  Sabbath-schools  are  regarded  as  indispen- 
sable to  the  growth  and  strength  of  the  Church. 

The  visit  of  your  representative.  Rev.  S.  C.  Brown,  D.D.,  af- 
forded us  much  pleasure.  His  fervent  charity,  sage  counsel,  and 
godly  ministrations  were  productive  of  great  profit  to  us,  and  caused 
him  to  be  held  in  most  grateful  remembrance.  The  information  he 
furnished  us  respecting  the  magnitude,  growth,  and  wealth  of  your 
various  Church  institutions  filled  us  with  gratitude  to  God. 

We  have  appointed  the  Rev.  Joseph  Wild,  D.D.,  and  Rev. 
Michael  Benson  our  representatives  to  your  body.  We  commend 
them  to  your  Christian  regard,  and  refer  you  to  them  for  informa- 
tion respecting  our  state  and  prospects.  They  bear  our  fi-aternal 
greetings  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

May  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all. 

Adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Canada,  at  Ligersoll,  in  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  same,  at  Palermo,  on  the  first  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-two. 

Albekt  Carmax,  Secretary. 

James  Richardson,  Bishop. 
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ADDRESS  OF  REV.  JOSEPH  WILD,  D.D. 

Bishops,  Reverend  Fathers,  and  Brethren:  At  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  nf  the  Methodist  Episcopnl  Church  in  Canada, 
which  met  in  August,  1870,  I  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benson  were 
chosen  to  be  bearers  of  an  address  from,  that  General  Conference 
to  this.  "When  selected  for  this  mission,  I  felt  grateful  that  I  was 
counted  worthy  and  competent  to  perform  such  a  work ;  yet  I  may 
truly  and  safely  say,  that  among  tliose  by  whom  I  was  elected 
there  were  some  much  better  qualified  by  endowment  and  experi- 
ence, by  labor  and  years,  by  acquirement  and  pious  merit.  But  it 
often  happens  in  human  organizations  that  the  demerit  of  society 
becomes  the  credit  of  tlie  individual,  for  the  elected  are  not  always 
the  most  worthy  or  competent.  Still,  being  preferred,  I  am  happy 
to  be  present  in  this  notable  assembly,  and  discharge  the  task  in- 
trusted to  me. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada  is  now  in  a  healthy 
and  prosperous  condition.  This  Church  has  struggled  long  and 
faithfully  for  a  proper  recognition,  both  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States,  and,  thanks  to  a  kind  Providence,  that  has  been  granted,  and 
we  now  seek  to  ascend  a  step  higher  by  asking  for  equalization.  For 
years  we  were  called  a  Yankee  Church,  a  name  that  is  now  grow- 
ing in  acceptance  and  favor  even  in  Canada,  so  that  our  enemies 
cease  now  to  call  us  that  by-name.  Because  we  were  Methodist 
Episcopal,  having  the  same  doctrines,  Church  polity,  and  usages  as 
you,  we  were  called  Yankees,  and  from  that  we  were  judged  to  be 
disloyal  to  our  country — an  inference  far  from  the  truth.  Meth- 
odism, neither  in  spirit  nor  design,  seeks  to  alienate  subjects  from 
their  allegiance.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  pre-eminently  true 
that  the  teachings  and  influence  of  Methodism  are  in  favor  of  law, 
order,  and  obedience.  This  the  Government  and  citizens  of  Canada 
now  understand.  This  sequence  of  our  own  experience  in  this 
matter  gave  us  quiet  in  days  past,  confidence  now,  and  hope  for 
the  future.  For  though  the  Governments  of  our  country  and  yours 
at  times  were  sore  and  fretful  one  to  the  other,  yet  the  Methodists 
in  each  land  knew  that  war  would  not  and  could  not  be. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada  is  fast  improving, 
consolidating,  and  enlarging.  The  previsions  of  our  laboring  and 
self-sacrificing  fathers  are  realizations  of  this  day.  Our  member- 
ship is  about  twenty-one  thousand ;  ministers,  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five;  adherents,  one  hundred  thousand.  In  the  Sabbath- 
School  Department  we  are  putting  forth  increasing  and  successful 
ettbrts.  Our  Book  Room  and  printing  establishment  in  the  city 
of  Hamilton  is  becoming  a  power  for  great  good.  Agreeably  to 
and  with  the  design  of  Methodism  we  have  begun  to  educate  our 
people.  We  have  in  successful  operation  a  female  college,  named 
Alexandra.     It  is  at  Belleville,  Ontario,  at  which  place  we  have 
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also  our  noble  and  useful  University,  Albert  College.  In  this 
dfi)artment  of  Church  enterprise  we  have  been  abundantly  blessed 
and  prospered  during  the  past  few  years.  This  past  year  we  have 
established  a  theological  school,  which  in  its  very  beginning 
promises  well  for  the  future.  In  missionary  enterprise  we  are  do- 
ing as  much  as  we  can  according  to  men  and  means.  Our  country 
is  fast  enlarging  and  settling,  especially  in  the  North-west  and 
Red  River.  To  go  up  and  possess  this  new  land,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  at  present  we  are  not  able.  But  we  earnestly  hope  that  it 
may  please  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  States  to  send 
missionaries  there  to  take  possession  of  this  country  in  the  name 
of  Episcopal  Methodism,  for  the  immigration  there,  too,  is  of  old- 
country  people  and  Americans,  with  a  sprinkling  of  Canadians. 
It  is  our  opinion  in  Canada  that,  outside  of  your  own  country, 
there  is  not  a  more  worthy  and  inviting  mission  field.  Episcopal 
Methodism  should  be  one.  Mr.  Wesley's  mission  field  was  the 
world,  and  the  instrument  or  Church  polity  suited  to  this  great 
field  was  the  Episcopal  form.  Methodism  in  her  very  beginning 
was  a  divine  impulse,  a  providential  opening,  and  an  earnest  and 
holy  human  application.  With  this  form  of  Church  government  we 
are  satisfied  even  without  any  modification.  It  has  been  marvel- 
ously  adapted  to  your  great  and  growing  country.  God  has  done 
wonders  through  this  system,  and  we  have  faith  that  he  will  bless 
this  system  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  Many  things  that  were 
against  us  are  now  becoming  wholesome  and  agreeable  as  the 
country  enlarges,  because  of  the  adaptive  nature  of  this  system. 
Of  the  nine  Methodist  bodies  in  Canada,  five  have  already  an 
Episcopal  form  of  government — namely,  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Canada,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  British 
North  America,  the  Independent  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Evangelical  Association,  and  the  United  Brethren.  These  bodies 
all  have  Bishops.  The  last  three  are  common  to  both  Canada  and 
the  United  States,  and  the  other  two  are  confined  to  the  Dominion 
alone ;  and  some  of  the  other  bodies  are  preparing  to  change  their 
polity  from  the  Presbyterian  form  of  government  to  that  of  the 
Episcopal,  for  so  said  the  Rev.  G.  R.  Sanderson,  the  honored  dele- 
gate from  the  Wesleyan  Methodists,  who  told  you  last  Saturday  in 
his  address  that  they  expected  next  year  to  be  divided  into  Annual 
Conferences,  and  to  soon  have  a  General  Conference  of  their  own. 
We  may  safely  say  that  the  sons  of  Wesley  will  do  well  to  follow 
his  advice,  and  accept  the  organization  that  Providence  provided 
through  him  for  this  continent. 

It  is  hard  for  any  one  to  pre-say  what  the  probable  destiny  of 
this  continent  will  be,  politically  or  religiously ;  still  we  are  bound 
to  say  that  Episcopal  Methodism  seems  all-sutHcient  and  etticient 
to  evangelize  the  whole.  It  alone  can  compass  by  its  organization 
the  whole  land.  The  great  barrier  to  ^Methodist  union  between 
the  several  bodies  in  Canada  has  been  the  unwillingness  of  other 
bodies  to  admit  Episcopacy,  and  our  firm  conviction  to  keep  and 
maintain  the  same.    We  have  Bishops,  Presiding  Elders,  Ordained 
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Elders,  and  Deacons.  The  Wesleyan  New  Connection,  Piitnitive, 
and  Bible  Christian  Methodists  have  not.  Only  one  order  of  min- 
istry is  recognized  by  these  bodies.  We  are  willing  to  admit  Lay 
Delegation,  but  not  to  yield  Episcopacy,  if  these  bodies  were  free 
from  the  several  English  Conferences,  of  which  as  yet  they  form  a 
pait ;  for  I  speak  guardedly  when  I  say  that  the  Methodist  Epis- 
c6pal  Church  in  Canada  would  prefer  a  union  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  rather  than  with  these  bodies 
in  their  present  relation.  AVe  boldly  and  freely  accept  the  f  mious 
Monroe  Doctrine  in  part — America  for  Americans.  Both  politic- 
ally and  i-eligiously  we  are  getting  jealous  of  England's  Jnteiier- 
ence  with  us  in  Canada.  .  The  public  sentiment  is  rapidly  changing 
in  favor  of  independence  for  Church  and  State,  without  any  inter- 
ference from  Eui-ope.  And  this  very  change  is  in  our  favor  as  a 
Church — for  we  have  been  independent  since  set  off  from  you  in 
1828.  We  have  been  a  Church  free  from  any  foreign  control — we 
are  purely  Canadian.  Hence,  as  the  Canadian  sentiment  grows 
and  purities,  so  do  we  in  public  favor  and  acceptance.  If  we  are 
in  debt,  it  is  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United 
States,  for  of  them  we  came  and  were  planted.  Our  tirst  three 
Bishops  were  Americans,  yet  true  to  Canadian  interests ;  many 
of  our  old  ministers  belonged  to  the  Church  when  it  was  common 
to  both  countries,  and  some  even  wish  it  were  so  again.  Last  year 
the  Rev.  D.  Culp  died :  he  went  out  to  travel  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  America  in  1811,  and  was  ordained  by  Bishop 
M'Kendree  in  1815.  In  such  men  our  identity  was  well  defined 
and  undeniable.  At  present  our  Chuich  and  yours  are  so  alike 
that  it  will  prove  very  hurtful  to  us,  because  it  is  only  equal  to  a 
transfer  for  a  minister  to  move  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Canada  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  States. 
This  last  twelve  years,  of  my  kno\Aledge,  some  Hfty-three  preachers 
have  left  us  for  you;  while,  in  return,  we  have  received,  to  stay 
with  us,  some  four  of  yours.  There  have  moved  in  the  same  time 
of  members,  from  us  to  your  country,  some  seven  thousand. 
The  oneness  of  the  two  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  in  senti- 
ment is  easily  detected  in  Caua.da  by  common  expressions  and 
actions.  Many  of  our  peo))le  call  your  Church  our  Church,  and 
your  Church  journals  ;ire  freely  circulated  among  us,  as  well  as 
your  Book  Room  literature. 

At  our  last  General  Conference  a  resolution  was  passed  that  we 
elect  a  Bishop  from  the  parent  body  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
on  our  books  yet ;  and  so  eager  were  the  supporters  of  this  motion 
that  they  laid  hands  upon  one  of  your  honored  ministers  and  were 
bound  to  make  him  Bishop  perforce;  yes,  they  actually  elected 
him  by  a  large  majority,  against  his  own  will,  and  still  he  refused 
to  become  one  of  us  in  that  relation.  We  ask  your  sympathy  and 
prayers,  for  when  death  visited  your  Episcopal  bench  we  prayed 
for  and  sorrowed  with  you.  Great  men  were  slain,  indeed ;  yet 
victory  was  their.s.  We  have  lost  a  Bishop  since  last  General 
Conference,  the  good  and  faithful  Philander  Smith,  D.D,     Your 
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delegates  sent  to  our  General  Conference  encouraged  ns  much ; 
their  presence  was  healthful;  they  did  much  service.  We  tnist 
you  will  visit  us  again  in  like  manner  by  favoring  us  with  another 
delegation. 


30. — Journal,  page  206. 
ADDRESS  OP  REV.  MICHAEL  BENSON. 

Bishops  and  Honored  Fathers  and  Brethren:  We  come 
here  before  you  to-day  in  the  bonds  of  Christianity,  in  the  gieat 
brotherhood  of  Methodism,  and  in  the  closer  bonds  of  Methodist 
Episcopal  Methodism.  We  come  indulging  in  the  assurance  that 
we,  with  ease,  step  into  the  tie  of  sympathy  so  generally  known 
among  Methodists.  We  come  feeling  that  we  step  easily  into  the 
aifections  of  hearts  ever  warm,  ever  interested  in  the  Church  from 
which  we  bear  our  friendly  greetings. 

Dr.  Wild  has  already  very  pleasantly  alluded  to  this,  and  in  the 
address  which  is  before  you  this  same  feeling  is  entertained.  Al- 
low me  simply  to  say  that  we  have  tried  Methodist  Episcopacy, 
not  simply  because  of  a  similarity  of  name  between  ourselves  and 
you,  but  because  we  think  it  is  of  divine  authenticity,  and  because 
of  its  work  of  faith.  We  preserve  carefully  all  the  features  of  that 
Episcopacy :  the  executive,  the  Presiding  Eldership,  have  been  cher- 
ished carefully  among  us ;  we  esteem,  we  cherish  these  distinctive 
features  of  our  Church,  and  we  expect  to  perform  the  great  work 
which  has  been  committed  to  us. 

The  simple  matter  of  unification  of  all  Methodist  branches  in  one 
is  like  a  feeling  hand  thrown  out  into  the  darkness  of  the  future, 
but  what  the  result  may  be  is  a  matter  still  in  question.  The  resolu- 
tion which  came  up  a  few  moments  ago  in  regard  to  the  consolida- 
tion into  one  body  of  all  the  branches  of  Methodism  is  but  fore- 
shadowing an  event  which  we  would  gladly  hail.  Our  hearts  are 
ready  to  beat  first  in  the  interest  of  this  great  question,  and  our 
steps  will  be  well  tiiued  in  such  a  march  for  the  dissemination  of 
religious  truth. 

I  may  say  that  there  is  at  the  present  time  among  us  in  Canada 
an  increasing  tendency  to  utilize  every  element  of  strength,  more 
so  than  at  any  former  time.  In  our  sermon^  we  are  becoming' 
more  practical  than  ever  before,  we  are  more  than  ever  attached  ta 
the  old  doctrines  of  Methodism,  and  we  are  studying  more  dili- 
gently to  teat^h  all  these  doctrines  to  our  people,  and  apply  them 
to  the  great  practical  purposes  of  life.  It  is  a  fact  with  us — I  pre- 
sume it  is  so  here — that  the  preaching  of  the  doctrines  of  Meth- 
odism is  the  very  best  way  for  the  promotion  of  revivals  and  true^ 
religion ;  we  realize  it  as  such,  and  rejoice  in  it.  We  feel  that  w« 
have  a  goodly  heritage.  Notwithstanding  there  may  have  been" 
some  jealousies  and  bickering  in  the  past,  all  these  are  removed, 
34 


530  Journal  of  the  General  Conference.  [1872. 

and  we  are  determined,  as  faithful  stewards,  to  cultivate  a  fiir 
portion  of  tlie  vineyard  of  the  Master.  We  rejoice  in  yoiir  prosper- 
ity, and  we  feel  assured  tliat  we  have  your  interest  in  ours.  I 
thank  yon  for  the  time  we  occupy  in  coming  before  you,  and  trust 
that  we  shall  ever  stand  together  around  the  grerit  central  Power  of 
our  lioly  Christianity,  and,  witli  warm  hearts,  say  of  our  Redeem- 
er, ''  Thou  art  worthy :  for  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to 
God  by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people, 
and  nation.'"     May  these  glorious  hopes  be  fully  realized  ! 


31. — Journal,  page  401. 

REPLY  TO   THE   CONFERENCE. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Membices  of  the  General  Conference 
OF  THE  Methodist  Episqopal  Church  in  Canada. 

Fathers  and  Brethren:  At  the  session  of  the  General  Con- 
ference of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States, 
held  in  Brooklyn  in  May,  1872,  we  received,  among  many  others, 
your  brotherly'Christian  salutations.  The  various  niembei-s  of  the 
great  Methodist  family  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  interchang- 
ing with  each  other  these  periodical  greetings.  It  will  please  you 
to  learn  that  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterians,  so  long 
divided  and  now  so  happily  united,  sen.t  to  our  General  Confer- 
ence a  distinguished  deputation,  bearing  their  fraternal  regards. 
It  is  a  beautiful  arnd  welcome  sign  of  the  growing  catholicity  of 
the  age  that  Protestant  bodies,  even  those  of  the  same  name,  that 
60  long  and  so  jealously  stood  apart  from  each  other,  are  now 
drawn  together  by  the  cords  of  fraternity.  We  desire  on  this  oc- 
casion to  return  with  interest  your  hearty  congratulations  in  the 
measure  of  success  granted  b}-  Almighty  God  to  our  various  labors. 
We  are  gratified,  but  not  unduly  flattered,  we  humbly  trust,  by 
yonr  kindly  mention  of  our  labors. 

We  ;dso  lejoice  in  your  works  and  their  abundant  fruits,  your 
evangelical  preaching,  your  accumulation  of  material  means,  and 
your  successful  direction  of  the  spiritual  foices  placed  at  human 
command  by  our  kind  heavenly  Father  for  the  regeneration  of  the 
world.  We  rejoice  in  your  material  and  spiritual  growth,  your 
rapid  increase  in  chui'ches,  parsonages,  schools,  and  facilities  for 
higher  education.  It  is  needless  for  us  to  recount  to  you  our  own 
ad\aiice  in  this  direction.  lilegant  churches  are  springing  up 
tliroughout  all  our  borders,  nnd  colleges  and  literary  institutions 
are  b^ing  richly  endowed  with  unprecedented  rapidity.  Revivals 
of  religion  are  as  common  and  as  wiae-spread  as  ever  before,  and 
We  aie  endeavoring,  both  preachers  ;!nd  people,  "ti>  mind  the  same 
things  and  walk  by  the  same  rules  "  observed  by  the  fathers. 

Tlie  next  notable  feature  of  our  session  in  1872  was  the  incor- 
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poration  of  the  lay  element  into  the  supreme  general  council  of  the 
Church.  The  measure  is  experimental.  It  has  wrought  well  thus 
far,  the  Inity  and  clergy  sitting  and  deli'oerating  together  harmoni- 
ously. We  trust  that  future  yenrs  will  demonstrate  the  wisdom 
of  the  measure,  and  that  it  will  eventuate  to  the  good  of  the  Church 
and  the  glory  of  God.  Our  General  Snperiiitendeiicy,  weakened 
by  the  death  of  four  incumbents  since  the  General  Conference  of 
1868,  has  again  been  strengthened  by  the  election  and  ordination 
of  eight  of  the  most  talented  and  pious  men  among  us.  Questions 
of  radical  change  were  agitated  during  our  session,  such  as  mak- 
ing Presiding  Elders  elective  and  greatly  reducing  their  number,  of 
omitting  the  ordination  of  Bishops,  districting  their  work,  and 
giving  equal  rank  in  office  to  Book  Agents  and  to  Missionary  Sec- 
retaries. Some  of  these  changes  were  adopted,  but  our  usual 
motto  is,  "  Hasten  slowly ; "  we  inquire  after  the  old  landmarks, 
and  adhere  to  a  wise  and  just  conservatism.  We  are  by  no  means 
afraid  of  changes.  It  is  the  soul  and  essence  of  progress.  The 
vital  principle  of  Methodism  from  the  beginning  has  been  adapta- 
tion— using  all  appliances — rejecting  nothing  new  simply  because 
it  is  new,  retaining  nothing  old  sim.ply  because  it  is  old.  We  try 
to  advance  with  the  age,  and  to  make  the  multiform  machinery  of 
modern  times  subserve  the  cause  of  truth  and  the  glory  of  God. 

The  visits  and  addresses  of  your  representatives,  especially  of 
your  venerable  superintendent.  Bishop  Richardson,  afforded  ua 
high  gratification.  It  were  not,  perhaps,  too  much  to  hope  that,  ere 
another  four  years  shall  elapse,  the  various  Methodist  brotherhoods 
of  Canada  shall  have  melted  into  one,  and  that  we  in  the  United 
States  shall  have  followed  your  glorious  example,  so  that  the  one 
united  Methodism  of  the  United  States  shall  receive  but  a  single 
fraternal  deputation  from  the  one  united  Methodism  of  Canada. 
Such  a  consummation  were  devoutly  to  be  hoped  and  prayed  for 
in  behalf  of  the  Church,  both  nations,  and  a  perishing  world.  It 
is  high  time  that  Christian  Churches  turned  upon  the  strongholds 
of  sin  those  batteries  that  have  been  so  long  leveled  at  each  other. 

W^e  have  appointed  Rev.  Moses  Hill  and  Rev.  Homer  Eaton  to 
bear  our  fraternal  greetings  to  you. 


METHODIST  PROTESTANT  CHURCH. 

32. Journal,  page  246. 

ADDRESS  OP  REV.  JOHN  J.  MURRAY,  D.D. 

Mr.  President  and  Brethren  :  It  in  a  great  gratification  to  me  to 
appear  to-day  in  the  presence  of  this  venerable  and  honorable  body 
of  ministers  and  laymen,  representing,  as  you  do,  one  of  the  great 
branches  of  the  Church  in  this  land  ;  and  though  I  could  wish  that 
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aoine  one  more  worthy  and  better  able  than  myself  were  here,  I 
will  not  altempt  to  conceal  the  fact  that  I  feel  hitrhly  honored,  not, 
only  in  being  the  representative  of  the  Methodist  Protestajit 
Ciuirch,  but  also  in  standing  before  this  august  body. 

Four  years  ago  it  pleased  you  to  appoint  commissioners  to  con-. 
fer  with  other  Methodist  bodies  in  respect  to  the  question  of  union. 
Several  of  that  commission  appeared  before  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  in  1870,  it  being  then  in 
si'ssion  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  Just  forty  years  before  that  time 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  was  organized  in  the  same  city 
of  Baltimore  by  a  convention  composed  of  ministers  and  laymen 
then  met  in  council.  And  here  you  will  pardon  me  if  I  indulge  in 
:m  historical  reminiscence,  as  it  may  be  necessary  for  me  to  do  so 
in  order  to  define  more  accurately  what  we  consider  to  be  the  re- 
lation of  our  Church  to  the  parent  body.  The  members  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  now  living,  and  the  fathers  who  have 
gone  on  before  to  the  better  land,  never  regarded  our  Church  as, 
ithe  result  of  a  secession  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Opinions  diifer  upon  this  subject,  but  Ave  have  learned  from  our 
fathers  that  in  the  reform  movement,  which  was  in  progress  fifty 
years  ago,  they  never  contemplated  a  separation  from  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  They  were  Methodists,  and  sincerely 
attached  to  the  Methodist  Church,  and  it  was  their  sincere  desire 
to  live  and  die  in  its  communion.  But  controvei'sy  arose,  and 
discussion  waxed  warm,  and  many  things  were  said  that  had  bet- 
lei"  have  been  unsaid,  and  it  ended  in  the  expulsion  from  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  of  a  number  of  ministers  and  laymen.  It 
^8  true  that  after  their  expulsion  the  General  Conference  offered  to 
receive  them  back  again  upon  certain  conditions,  but  they  deemed 
the  conditions  such  that  compliance  with  them  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  their  Christian  manhood,  and  they  therefore  felt  thenv- 
selves  compelled  to  proceed  to  the  organization  of  a  separate 
Ciiurch. 

They  endeavored,  however,  to  maintain  kind  feelings  toward 
those  from  whom  they  had  been  separated.  It  was,  therefore, 
matter  of  sincere  congratulation  when,  two  years  ago,  the  com- 
missioners of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  appeared  at  our 
General  Conference  with  the  request,  that  our  branch  of  the 
Church  should  do  what  she  could  toward  drawing  more  closely 
together  the  sundered  members  of  the  great  Methodist  body. 

You  have  heard  the  response  of  our  General  Conference  to  the 
overtures  of  those  commissioners  in  the  extracts  from  our  journal 
which  has  been  read  in  your  hearing,  and  I  am  here  to-day,  in 
obedience  to  the  behest  of  that  body,  to  bring  you  that  response, 
and  I  need  hardly  assure  you  that  I  enter  upon  this  duty  with  my 
whole  heart, 

I  congratulate  you  to-day  upon  your  history.  Your  record  i? 
an  honorable  record.  You  do  not  claim  infallibility,  and  you  will 
neither  expect  nor  wish  me  to  say  to-day  that  no  mistakes  have 
eyer  been  made  by  you  ;  but  when  I  think  of  what  this  Method- 
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ist  Ei^iscopal  Church  has  done,  how  you  have  preached  the  Gospel 
not  only  in  the  city  full,  but  through  all  the  land,  and  upon  the 
remotest  frontiers  of  this  great  country,  and  how  you  have  sent 
your  heralds  to  other  lands,  and  blessed  with  the  Gospel  the 
islands  of  the  sea  ;  when  I  think  of  the  thousands  who  have  gotie 
to  glory,  and  the  thousands  more  who  now  are  on  their  way  fliere 
through  your  instrumentality,  how  can  I  refrain  from  conoratu- 
latmg  you  upon  your  history  ?  I  congratulate  you,  then,  upon  your 
glorious  successes  You  have  spread  all  over  this  continent/and, 
not  content  with  this,  you  have  gone  to  distant  Asia  and  far-off 
Africa,  and  made  glad  the  islands  that  lie  between  with  the  pres- 
ence of  your  missionaries  and  the  Gospel,  and  I  rejoice  to  know 
that  you  have  representatives  upon  this  floor  to-day  from  those 
remote  fields.  "^ 

_  I  congratulate  you  also  upon  your  prospects.  Your  forces  are 
mcreasing  here  at  home,  and  multiplying  away  over  the  ocean 
and  upon  the  islands  of  the  sea.  Eve-y-where  the  way  seerag 
opening  before  you,  and  your  future  is  bright  with  promise. 

And  i  congratj.late  you  upon  your  power.  I  know  that  the 
possession  of  great  power  involves  great  vesponsibilitv  in  those 
Who  have  It.  I  know  also  that  it  is  a  fearful  thin-  to  contemplate 
a  Church  wielding  such  power  as  yours  unless  ^that  Church  be 
pervaded  and  guided  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ ;  but  I  see  that  th6 
Master  is  with  you,  and  I  trust  he  will  be  ever  with  you.  making 
your  ministratious  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  only  more  abun- 
dantly, an  honored  agency  in  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of 
humanity  and  the  glory  of  God. 

I  congratulate  you  also  upon  the  presence  of  laymen  in  your 
present  assembly.  But  the  pleasure  I  experience  in  appearing 
betoie  you  is  marred  somewhat  by  the  non-appearance  of  my  col- 
IT?'''''^  Hon.  George  Vickers,  whose  duties  in  the  United 
states  benate  keep  him  away  from  this  place  to-dav.  I  am  sure 
tiiat  the  experiment  which  you  have  inaugurated  will  prove  satis- 
lactory  m  its  workings,  and  that  in  future  days,  as  you  look  back 
upon  what  you  have  done,  you  will  thank  God  that  by  his  Spirit 
and  providence  you  were  directed  to  the  making  of  this  chanae  in 
your  economy.  '^ 

A  lew  words  now  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  Church 
wlucli  1  represent.  I  think  I  may  say  of  her  as  the  Saviour,  by 
tne  pen  ol  the  Ilevelator,  said  of  the  Chureh  of  Philadelphia, 
Ihou  hast  a  little  strength."  I  am  sure  that  I  can  say  that  we 
na\  e  kept  the  word  of  the  adorable  Saviour,  and  that  we  "  have 
not  denied  the  faith."  Our  Church  is  a  witness  for  Christ-a 
witness  for  his  essential  divinity,  and  for  his  real  humanity.  And 
we  have  had  prosperity.  We  have  not  been  without  our  troubles. 
A^  Ifri^"  ^^^^  ^  representative  upon  this  floor  from  the  "  Meth- 
odist Cliurch,  which  is  a  secession  from  our  bodv  ;  but  notwith- 
standing all  our  trials,  God  has  been  with  us  and  has  tavored  us 


with 


prosperity 


In  reference  to  the  matter  of  union,  I  will  say  that  we  all  desire 
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to  preserve  the  "  uuity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace  ;"  and 
in  this,  as  in  all  other  things,  I  pray  that  you  may  be  ai-tuated  in  the 
future,  as  in  the  past,  by  the  Holy  Spiiit,  and  be  made  a  thousand 
times  more  a  blessing  than  ever  before.  Our  Conference,  as  you 
have  seen  from  the  extracts  of  our  journal  read  before  you,  pro- 
poses to  unite  with  you  in  the  foreign  missionary  work.  I  am 
sorry  that  we  have  done  so  little  in  this  direction,  but  we  are 
doing  something,  and  I  may  say  that  one  of  our  Churches  in  Bal- 
timore is  co-operating  with  your  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary 
Society. 

In  regard  to  corporate  union,  there  is  a  variety  of  sentiment 
among  us.  Some  of  our  ministers  and  people  believe  that  Christ's 
kingdom  can  be  better  piomoted  by  our  separate  existence  than 
byoi-ganic  unity.  Others  believe  that  the  differences  that  sep- 
arate us  are  so  small  that  Providence  indicates  that  we  shovdd 
come  together  ;  and  I  may  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of  not  a  few  of 
us,  this  is  a  consummation  most  devoutly  to  be  wished.  Never- 
tiieless  there  are  practical  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  the  wisdom 
to  remove  them  seems  not  yet  to  have  been  given.  We  will  do 
nothing  toward  preventing  their  i-eraoval,  and  I  hope  we  shall  all 
contribute  our  united  strength  toward  removing  them  as  speedily 
as  possible,  so  that  if  it  shall  be  tiie  will  of  God  that  we,  w'ho  are 
already  one  in  doctrine,  and  one  in  heart  and  sympathy,  and  one 
in  hope  of  everlascing  life,  shall  ultimately  become  one  in  organi- 
zation, there  may  be  found  nuthing  in  the  way  of  that  consuuima- 
tion.  Tlianking  you  for  your  kind  attention,  I  have  now  only  to 
bid  you  an  affectionate  adieu. 


AFRICAN  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  ZION  CHURCH. 

33. — Journal,  page  246. 

LETTER  FROM   BISHOP  SIXGLETOX  P.  JOXES,  REV.  GEORGE 
H.  WASHINGTON,  AND  REV.   SAMUEL  SHERMAX. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Delegates  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence OF  THE  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  assembled  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Christian  Brethren  :  We  have  been  delegated  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church, 
sitting  in  New  York,  to  convey  to  you  its  Christian  greetings, 
and  to  inform  you  of  the  present  attitude  of  that  Church  on  the 
subject  of  affiliation  and  union  as  proposed  by  us  in  186S.  We 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  thank  your  reverend  body  for  the  cordial 
manner  and  generous  spirit  in  which  our  proposal  was  met  and 
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entertained,  as  also  for  the  distinoruished  consideration  with 
which  our  delegate  was  received  by  your  body  at  its  last  session. 
We  sensibly  appreciate  the  respect  shown  our  Church  in  the 
distinguished  character  of  the  commission  appointed  by  you ' 
to  conduct  the  negotiations  for  union  with  the  commission  ap- 
pointed on  our  part ;  and  we  desire  here  to  bear  grateful  testi- 
mony to  the  unitormly  kind,  patient,  and  Christian  bearing  and 
action  of  said  commission  pendir.g  these  negotiations.  The 
mutual  spirit  of  accommodation  and  agreement  which  character- 
ized the  proceedings  of  the  joint  meeting  of  these  coramissiona 
in  1869  inspired  the  hope  that  the  work  of  unification,  so  far  at 
least  as  ihese  Churches  were  concerned,  would  be  happily  con- 
summated during  your  present  sitting.  We  regret  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  a  wide-spread  disaffection,  originating,  as  we  feai",  in  a 
willful  misrepresentation  of  the  commendable  objects  mutually 
sought  to  be  attained  by  friends  of  the  proposed  union  in  both 
Churches,  now  exists  among  the  membership,  and  more  particu- 
larly the  ministry,  of  the  Church  we  represent,  precluding,  for  the 
present  at  least,  the  possibility  of  the  consummation  of  the  union 
in  any  manner  which  is  likely  to  prove  satisfactory  to  either 
body.  We  most  respectfully  ask,  therefore,  that  further  negotia- 
tions may  be  stayed  until  pending  efforts  with  a  view  to  har- 
mony in  our  own  lanks  shall  have  been  exhausted,  or  develop- 
ments shall  warrant  further  action.  And  we  pray  that,  in  any 
event,  the  mutual  feelings  of  friendship  and  fraternal  regard 
heretofore  existing  between  us  as  parts  of  the  great  family  of  the 
Redeemer  may  be  perpetuated. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church  in  General  Conference  assembled.  New  York,  May  3, 
1872.  S.  T.  JoNKs, 

Geo.  H.  Washington,  )■  Committee. 

Samuel  Sherman, 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE   OF  THE  EVANGELICAL 
ASSOCIATION   IN   AMERICA. 

34. — Journal,  page  308. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE   CONFERENCE. 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the   Methodist  Episcopal 

Church,  Greeting  : 
Reverend  and  dear  Fathers  and  Brethren:  Having  received 
throiiuh  the  delegation  commissioned  by  you  to  visit  the  General 
Confeience  of  the  Evangelical  Association  the  fraternal  greetings 
and  expressions  of  regard  of  your  honorable  and  reverend  body, 
we  feel  it  a  privilege  to  give  expression  to  a  reciprocity  of  feeling 
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toward  the  Bishops  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  tlie  influential  body  you  represent. 

The  brethren,  R.  Dubs,  J.  Young,  and  T.  Bowman,  are  hereby 
declared  our  accredited  delesfates  to  convey  to  you  these  our  fra- 
ternal greetings.  Praying  God  that  he  may  bless  your  delibera- 
tions, and  that  they  may  redound  to  his  glory,  accept  our  assurances 
of  great  esteem  and  sincere  brotherly  love. 

Given  at  the  session  of  our  General  Conference,  at  Naperville, 
Illinois,  October  24,  18Y1.  ^    Ye^kT'  [  ^^^^'^^^^^^- 

J.  Yeakel,  Secretary. 


35. — Journal,  page  308. 
ADDRESS  OF  REV.  R.  DUBS. 

Mr.  President  and  Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren:  Four 
years  ago,  at  your  General  Conference  in  Chicago,  I  had  the  honor 
to  be  a  member  of  a  delegation  appointed  to  convey  to  your  Gen- 
eral Conference  the  fraternal  greetings  of  the  Evangelical  Associa- 
tion. It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  appear  before  you  again 
with  my  esteemed  colleague,  Rev.  Thomas  Bowman,  in  the  same 
capacity. 

At  our  General  Conference,  held  last  October  in  Naperville, 
Illinois,  we  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  a  delegation  from  your 
General  Conference,  headed  by  the  distinguished  Dr.  Nast,  which 
assured  us  of  your  love  and  fiiendship,  and  declared  that  a  delega- 
tion to  this  body  would  be  gladly  received. 

We  believe  in  the  importance  and  obligations  of  cultivating, 
upon  the  most  extended  and  comprehensive  principle,  whole-hearted 
catholicity  and  communion  of  saints  with  all  who  love  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  but  we  feel  that  there  are  spiritual  affinities  which 
constitute  special  attraction  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  Evangelical  Association.  We  are  one  in  faith, 
one  in  holy  and  lofty  aspirations,  one  in  the  noble  and  unconquer- 
able purpose  of  the  ministry  to  preach  to  our  fellow-men  a  present 
and  full  salvation. 

We  believe  we  share  in  the  special  mission  of  Methodism  to 
spread  scriptural  holiness  over  the  land.  Our  ministry  are  zealous 
in  preaching  this  distinguishing  doctrine  of  Wesleyan  theology, 
and  feel  that  the  success  of  our  work  depends,  after  all,  upon  the 
baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  the  preservation  of  that  spiritual 
power  which  characterized  the  founders  of  your  and  our  Church. 
The  result  of  this  is  seen,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  upon  all  the 
fields  of  our  labor,  and  in  the  extension  of  our  work.  God  has 
given  us  signal  success  in  the  execution  of  the  mission  that  has 
been  committed  to  us,  so  that  we  have  innumerable  reasons  to 
thank  God  and  take  courage. 
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Our  membership  numbers  nearly  eighty  thoiisand ;  we  have 
fourteen  Annual  Conferences,  twelve  in  the  United  States,  one  in 
Cannda,  and  one  in  Germany  and  Switzerland.  Two  of  these  are 
almost  entirely  English,  and  several  others  larijely  so. 

Our  missionary  contributions  average  eighty  cents  p(r  member. 
Many  new  churclies  are  erected,  and  our  educational  and  publish- 
ing interests  are  receiving  a  larger  share  of  attention  from  our 
memliership  than  heretofore.  We  anticipate  great  results  in  the 
future. 

Whether  the  fraternization  so  auspiciously  begun  will  ultimate- 
ly lead  to  an  organic  union  between  your  Church  and  ours  we 
cannot  tell.  This  fact,  however,  is  clear  to  our  minds,  tlint  if  it  is 
the  Lord's  will  we  may  confidently  expect  its  accomplishment. 
Suffice  it  for  the  present  that  we  are  already  so  intimately  united 
with  each  other  that  there  is  no  room  left  for  distrust  or  jealousies. 

With  great  joy  and  admiration  we  observe  your  zenl  and  deter- 
mination to  fulfill  the  high  mission  with  wliicli  the  great  Head  of 
the  Church  has  intrusted,  you.  Your  work  has  almost  a  world- 
wide extension.  Methodism  is  designed  and  destined  to  be  as 
ecumenical  as  Christianity,  for  it  is  "Christianity  in  earnest," 
The  influence  of  Methodism  is  especially  observable  among  the 
Germans,  Many  of  our  German  countrymen,  who  were  formerly 
greatly  prejudiced  against  Methodism,  respect  it  now  for  its  devo- 
tion and  disinterestedness  in  the  ]>ropagation  of  the  saving  doctrines 
of  Christ  among  all  classes  of  people.  Its  compact  Church  organ- 
ization, the  masterly  manner  in  which  it  wields  its  great  power, 
and  the  consummate  skill  displayed  in  devising  and  executing  its 
plans,  have  awakened  the  hope  in  many  German  lovers  of  truth 
that  a  great  spiritual  reformation  will  l:e  the  result  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  Methodism  in  the  Old  Fatheiland,  Along  thi^  beautiful 
river  Rhine  and  among  the  majestic  Alps  in  Switzerland  the  doc- 
trines of  Wesley  are  preached  with  burning  tongues,  and  in  rapt- 
urous strains  the  old  soul-stirring  hymns  of  Methodism  are  sung, 
which  gladden  the  heart  of  many.  German  erudition  learns  a  great 
lesson  from  the  earnest,  practical  piety  of  your  and  our  Church, 
German  Idealism  united  and  blended  with  American  Realism  and 
consecrated  to  Jesus  will  produce  wonderful  residts. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  assure  you  again  of  the  hearty  and  sincere 
affection  of  our  Church.  Your  conflicts  are  our  conflicts,  your  sor- 
60WS  are  our  sorrows,  and  your  victories  are  our  victories.  Dur- 
ing the  lastquadrenniuni  four  of  your  highly-esteemed  and  beloved 
Bishops  have  been  called  home  to  glory,  and  we  have  had  to  weep 
over  the  loss  of  our  senior  Bishop,  the  much  esteemed  Rev.  Joseph 
Long,  and  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Jc)hn  Dreisbach,  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  our  Church,  who  was  so  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
sainted  Bishop  Asbury. 

What  the  next  four  years  may  bring  we  cannot  tell.  The 
thought,  however,  that  God  reigns  gives  us  the  assurance  that 
truth  and  right  will  finally  triumph,  and  Christ's  kingdom  over  all 
prevail. 
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36. — Journal,  page  308. 
ADDRESS  OF  REV.  T.  BOWMAN. 

Mk.  President,  and  Honored  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  I  know 
that  your  time  is  exceediniily  valuable,  and  as  the  object  of 
our  coniincj  to  you  has  been  nlready  set  before  you  by  my  col- 
league, I  v'ill  only  take  time  to  say  that,  as  men  and  Christians, 
and  as  representatives  of  the  Church  from  which  we  come,  we 
most  heartily  wish  you  God-speed  in  the  accomplishment  of  your 
great  mission.  We  trust  and  pray  that  your  future  history  may 
be  as  glorious,  yea,  much  more  so,  than  the  past  has  been,  for  it  is 
our  sincere  desire  that  the  glorious  Methodistic  doctrine  of  the 
Bible,  which  teaches  a  present  and  fidl  and  free  salvation  by  faith 
in  Christ  Jesus,  may  be  spread  over  the  whole  earth. 

I  will  only  add  that  I  feel  quite  contident  that  our  next  General 
Conference,*which  is  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  the  fall 
of  1875,  will  feel  itself  highly  honored  and  be  greatly,  pleased^  to 
receive  fraternal  delegates  from  tliis  body;  and  if  we  may  not  im- 
mediatelv  become  one  denominationnlly,  I  trust  that  we  may  con- 
tinue to  be  one  in  doctrine,  one  in  failh,  one  in  our  great  work, 
and  one  in  sympathy  here,  and  at  last  may  be  one  in  the  realms 
of  eternal  glory. 


BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
37. — Journal,  page  333. 

THE  KEY.  DR.  GILLETTE  AND  REV.  DR.  DUNN, 

Representing  the  American  Baptist  Home  Missionary  Society,  were 
introduced  to  the  Conference,  when  Rev.  Dr.  Gillette  said: 

Mr.  President  and  Brethren,  representatives  of  one  of  the 
largest,  if  not  the  largest,  denomination  in  the  land,  I  bring  with 
me  from  the  denomination  which  I  represent,  which  is  nearly  equal 
to  your  own  in  numbers,  our  heartfelt  Christian  salutations,  and 
greet  you  as  brethren  beloved  in  the  Lord,  a  people  of  whom  the 
world  has  need,  and  whom  God  hath  called  into  the  world  on  a 
mission  which  has  been  like  that  of  no  other  denomination  that 
has  ever  been  known  in  the  great  Christian  family.  "While  your 
picket  guards  have  been  out  upon  the  extreme  frontier,  at  the 
same  time  vou  have  strengthened  yourselves  in  the  center,  and  you 
have  become  a  great  power  in  the  land  and  in  the  world.  That 
heart  must  lack  the  essential  elements  of  Christianity  that  does  not 
say,  "  All  bail  to  the  Methodist  Church  I  "  This  is  no  time  for 
long  addresses.  I  must  say  one  word  with  reference  to  my  stand- 
ing here  with  only  one  of  my  brethren,  when  there  w^ere  sevea 
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appointed  on  the  Committee,  representinG:  seven  different  States. 
Other  duties  have  called  them  aw.iy.  While  I  with  my  biother 
stand  here,  I  feel  ihat  I  stand  here  with  a  million  of  my  brethren  ; 
and  you  will  accept  me  as  representing  them.  I  tliank  you  for 
this  reception.  I  trust  God  will  bless  you  and  ns  and  all  who  are 
Christians,  and  make  us  serviceable  to  the  end  for  which  he  called 
us  into  the  Held,  until  names  which  now  distinguish  us  shall  be 
absorbed  in  that  Name  which  is  above  every  name,  and  Christ  bu 
all  in  all. 

Dr.  Dunn,  co-delegate,  said  : 

I  have  been  called  upon  to  greet  you  as  the  representative  of  our 
denomination  in  the  gre^t  West.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I 
see  such  a  body  of  active  Chi'istian  workers  before  me.  I  rejoice  in 
the  triumphs  of  the  Christian  faith  and  the  progress  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion  which  you  represent.  I  rejoice  in  the  fact  thai  I  see 
such  a  strong  force  to  go  beyoml  the  Mississippi,  and  rear  the 
standard  of  the  cross,  :nid  gather  bands  of  disciples  until  they  find 
their  way  to  the  land  of  rest.  West  of  the  Mississippi  is  a  greater 
country  tlian  all  Fi-ance.  Napoleon  in  his  pioudest  day  could 
take  a  territory  sufficient  to  make  an  empire  as  large  as  his  own, 
and  there  would  be  left  enough  territory  to  make  a  State  larger 
than  Massachusetts,  the  population  within  which  is  increasing  with 
great  rapidity.  One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  within  the  past 
sixteen  months  have  gone  into  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  while  I  throw 
my  eye  over  that  vast  field,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  look  over 
this  body  to  see  the  men  who  will  labor  for  the  progress  of  the  Re- 
deemer's kingdom.  I  extend  to  you  my  earnest  congratulations. 
We  shall  extend  to  you  a  hearty  welcome  in  that  field.  When 
the  labor  of  life  is  ended,  and  names  shall  be  no  more  remembered, 
that  we  may  meet  in  a  greater  body,  in  a  more  glorious  gathering 
beyond,  is  the  jjrayer  of  your  humble  servant. 


METHODIST    EPISCOPAL    CHURCH    IN    FOOCHOW, 
CHINA. 

38, — Journal,  page  331. 
ADDRESS   OP   THE   NATIVE   CHURCH. 

The  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  within  the 
Fookien  Province,  China,  assembled  in  the  Annual  Meeting  at 
Fooching  City,  desire  very  respectfidly  to  send  their  Christian  sal- 
utations, wishing  jieace  and  myriads  of  blessings  to  the  Bishops, 
Elders,  and  Laity  of  the  General  Conference  of  tiie  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  the  United  States  of  America.  We  have  been 
made  partakers  of  the  wonderful  love  of  God,  wiiich  induced  him 
to  send  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world  to  make  an  atone- 
ment for  the  sins  of  all  men,  and  provide  a  way  of  salvation  for 
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the  human  race.  Truly,  the  love  of  God  passeth  all  unden?tnndinor. 
Gient,  also,  has  been  "the  love  of  the  members  of  the  Methodist 
E|tisc-op;il  Church,  who  have  contributed  of  their  substance,  and 
souie  of  whom  have  given  their  lives,  to  proclaim  tlie  precious 
doctrines  to  the  people  of  China.  The  missionaries  you  have  sent 
forth  have  prenclied  to  us  the  cclorinus  Gospel,  so  that,  through 
grace,  we  have  been  led  to  repent  of  our  sins,  to  abandou  idolatry, 
and  to  receive  the  regeneration  of  the  Holy  Gliost,  by  wliich  Ave 
now  rejoice  in  hope  of  eternal  life,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
We,  therefore,  the  Elders,  Deacons,  Preachers,  and  Laity  of  the 
Church  in  China,  desire  to  send  our  most  hearty  salutations  and 
thanks  to  all  the  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  United  States  of  America. 

We  are  now  trying  to  form  a  Church  in  China  on  the  basis  (fi 
God's  word,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Discipline  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  in  America,  and  we  earnestly  solicit  your 
prayers  in  our  behalf,  that  God  would  vouchsafe  to  us  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  enable  us  to  accomplish  this  important  undertaking. 
Hitherto  Ave  have  received  most  opportune  aid  from  the  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  for  Avhich  we  beg  to 
express  our  most  sincere  thanks,  grieving  only  that  we  are  not  able 
to  make  you  any  suitable  return  for  such  great  kindness.  We 
have  now  initiated  measures  for  placing  our  Churches,  as  soon  as 
])iacticable,  on  a  self-supporting  basis,  and  we  have  arranged  that 
in  the  older  portions  of  our  work  the  assistance  received  from  the 
Missionary  Society  shall  annually  decrease,  while  the  contributions 
from  the  native  Churches  shall  annually  increase.  Our  members, 
liowever,  are  poor,  and  many  of  them  not  fully  established  in  the 
Christian  faith,  so  that  for  the  present  we  are  compelled  to  solicit 
a  continuance  of  the  aid  we  have  heretofore  received  from  the 
Missionary  Society.  Our  sincere  desire  is,  that  within  a  few  years 
our  Churches  may  become  self-supporting.  We  hope,  alsi>,  tiiat  in 
due  time  we  may  be  able  to  organize  a  Missionary  Society  in  China 
to  aid  in  spreading  the  Gospel  throughout  Mongolia,  Corea,  Japan, 
and  other  heathen  countries,  so  that  the  people  of  those  lauds  may 
be  brought  to  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  their  only  Saviour,  to  cast 
away  their  idols,  and  to  unite  with  us  in  loving  and  serving  the 
one  living  and  true  God. 

But  while  the  financial  aid  from  the  Missionary  Society  is  annu- 
ally diminishing,  it  is  by  no  means  our  purpose  or  wish  to  sever  the 
Church  relations  which  bind  us  to  you ;  on  the  contrary,  we  desire 
that  the  bonds  which  now  unite  us  may  with  each  succeeding 
year  grow  stronger  and  stronger,  so  that,  while  we  establish  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  China,  we  may  with  you  forever 
constitute  one  boily. 

Two  years  ago  we  were  favored  with  a  visit  from  the  late  Bish- 
op Kingsley,  Avho  labored  incessantly  to  instruct  us ;  and  we,  day 
and  night,  remember  his  instructions.  Some  of  us  he  ordained  to 
the  office  of  Elder,  others  of  us  to  the  office  of  Deacon;  but  our 
talents  are  inferior,  our  ability  poor — how  can  we  discharge  such 
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important  duties?  It  is  our  earnest  desire  that  two  years  hence 
we  may  enjoy  the  privilege  of  receiving  another  official  visit  from 
a  Bishop,  believing  that  it  will  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  us  all. 
This  is  our  sincere  desire. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  state  that,  according  to  the  statistics  re- 
ported at  our  late  annual  meeting,  we  now  have  connected  with 
our  Churches — members,  1,009;  probationers,  653;  baptized  chil- 
dren, 260;  preachers,  68.  (Signed) 

Elders:  Hu  Po  Mi,  Hu  Yung  aii,^Ling  Ching  Ting,  Sia  Sek 
Ong.  Deacons :  Li  Yu  Mi,  Yek  Ing  Kwang.  Preachers, 
(iinordained)  :  Sia  Lieng  Li,  Tang  King  Tung.  Exhorters: 
Sia  Kai  Lwang,  Hu  Hni  Huo.  Class-leaders :  Lau  Ing  Sing, 
Tiong  Wak  Chwi.    Members :  Ting  Ang,  Wong  Hieug  Tung. 

FooCHOW,  China,  Novemher  6,  1871; 
Tuixg  Chi,  lOtk  Tear,  dth  Moon,  2itk  Day. 


AFRICAN  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

3Q. — Journal,  page  394. 

LETTER  TO  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE. 

To  THE  Members  of  the  Generax  Coxferexce  of  the  Afri- 
can Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  now  in  session  in  Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 
Dear  Brethren  :  The  members  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  session  in  Brooklyn,  N,  Y.,  send 
you  their  Christian  salutations,  and  take  this  method  of  expressin<T 
more  fully  their  deep  interest  in  your  success  as  a  Churcli,  and  in 
the  prosperity  which  has  attended  you  in  the  past,  and  pray  that 
your  deliberations  may  be  attended  with  great  unanimity,  and 
that  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  may  vouchsafe  to  you  that 
wisdom  to  guide  in  all  your  proceedings,  to  the  end  that  your 
prosperity  in  the  future  may  be  greatly  increased. 

We  rejoice  in  the  success  which  God  has  granted  you  in  the 
past,  in  your  increase  in  members,  in  the  widening  of  your  field  of 
labor,  in  your  advancement  in  educational  enterprises,  in  the  evi- 
dent increase  of  your  fl^iancial  strength,  in  the  success  of  your 
publication  interests,  and  in  the  general  increase  of  your  Church 
in  power  and  usefulness. 

We  give  thanks  to  God  for  your  prosperity,  for  we  are  confi- 
dent you  are  engaged  in  the  work  of  our  common  Lord,  and  be- 
cause our  hearts'  desire  is  to  see  this  work  spread  all  over  the 
earth.  Yet  we  will  not  refrain  from  expressing  our  gratification 
at  the  fact  that  we  recognize  in  your  success  the  progress  of  our 
common  Methodism. 
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We  remember  that  we  are  one  in  doctrine,  discipline,  and 
Olmrch  o;overnment ;  tliat  your  success  is  but  another  demonsLra- 
tioii  tliat  Mctliodis:n  is  eminently  calculated  to  spread  scriptural 
holiness  over  these  lands. 

We  liave  cause  for  thnnksgivinsj  that  God  has  also  blessed  the 
labor  of  our  hands.  Prosperity  has  attended  both  our  home  and 
foreign  work,  so  that  truly  we  can  say  "  What  hath  God  wrought!" 
God  has  blessed  our  labors  among  the  colored  people  in  the  South. 
A\'e  have  aided  in  furnisliing  them  schools  for  their  instruction  in 
natural  science,  and  have  not  been  unmindful  of  their  spiritual 
interests.  In  this  work  we  know  you  deeply  sympatliize,  and  we 
trust  tliat  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  this  people  will  be  pre- 
pared to  occupy,  with  credit  to  themselves  and  profitably  to 
others,  any  position  in  the  Cimrch  or  State  to  which  the  voice  of 
God  or  tiie  people  may  call  them. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  Ave  desire  to  express  what  we  know  is 
the  prevailing  desire  among  all  Christians,  that  there  may  be  a 
closer  union  between  all  branches  of  the  Church  of  God  ;  and  to 
us  a  closer  union  between  all  the  branches  of  the  Methodistic 
family  seems  especially  desiiable.  We  think  this  would  increase- 
oar  power  against  our  common  enemies,  diminish  our  jealousies, 
and  tend  to  establish  between  us  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
bonds  of  peace.  It  may  be  that  we  are  not  ready  to  enter  into 
organic  union  now,  but  this  should  receive  that  prayerful  consid- 
eration which  its  importance  demands ;  and  we  trust  that  we  are 
ready  lo  draw  closer  together  in  the  fellowship  of  the  Gospel  and 
rejoicing  in  each  other's  success  in  the  work  of  helping  to  conquer 
the  world  for  Christ.  Praying  that  the'  blessings  of  the  triune 
God  may  be  richly  poured  upon  you,  tilling  you  with  joy  and 
peace  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  making  you  abundantly  successful 
in  your  work  and  labor  of  love,  we  remain,  your  brethren  in 
Christ. 
Brooklyn,  May  22,  1872. 


BOOK    CONCERN. 

4:0. — Journal,  page  146. 

REPORT  OF  THE  AGENTS  AT  NEW  YORK. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren:  In  presenting  this  our  Quad- 
rennial Report,  we  would  first  of  all  recognize  that  gracious  Provi- 
dence which  has  watched  over  us  and  all  the  appointees  of  the 
General  Conference  connected  with  the  Concern,  and  render  to 
him^  devout  and  grateful  praise  for  all  his  mercies  toward  us. 
For  the  administration  of  the  past  four  years  and  the  present 
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condition  of  the  Concern  we  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  tlie 
following  particulars,  namely : 

Real  Estate. 

At  the  last  General  Conference  a  Commission  was  appriinted 
with  power  to  expend  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  million  dollars 
($1,000,000)  in  the  purchase  of  real  estate  for  the  use  of  the  Book 
Concern,  Missionary  Society,  and  other  conncctional  institutions 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  to  raise  the  money  by  loan  or  other- 
wise. 

In  accordance  with  this  authority,  the  said  Commission,  in  the 
spring  of  1869,  purchased  a  property  on  the  corner  of  Broadway 
and  Eleventh-street  at  a  cost  of  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
($900,000,)  three  fourths  (J)  of  which  is  owned  by  tiie  Book  Con- 
cern, and.  cost,  including  forty  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
four  dollars  and  thirteen  cents  ($42,904  13)  for  finishing  and  fitting 
up  fur  use,  seven  humlred  and  seventeen  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  four  dollars  and  thirteen  cents,  ($717,904  13.)  The  other  one 
fourth  (4)  is  owned  by  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  cost,  when  completed  and  ready  for  use, 
two  hundi'ed  and.  tliirty-two  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-two 
dollars  and  forty-nine  cents,  ($232,452  49,)  making  the  total  cost 
of  the  building  and  lots  nine  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents,  ($950,356  62.) 

After  reserving  sutticient  space  for  Book  Concern,  Missionary 
Society,  and  other  conncctional  purposes  —  such  as  rooms  for 
wholesaling  and  I'etailing  books  and  periodicals,  mailing  depart- 
ment, library  room.  Bishops'  room,  Board  room  or  chapel,  agents, 
editors,  and  missionary  secretaries'  offices,  etc. — there  remained  a 
large  portion  of  the  liuilding  unoccupied  for  Church  or  benevolent 
purposes,  which  i>;  rented  to  several  parties  for  an  annual  rent  of 
se\euty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  ($72,700,)  which  will 
pay  the  interest  at  seven  per  cent,  per  aiuiuui  on  the  wliole  cost  of 
the  property,  ($950,356  62,)  being  sixty-six  thousand  five  hundred 
and  twenty-four  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents,  ($66,524  96,)  and  leave 
a  balance  of  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars 
and  ibur  cents  ($6,175  04)  toward  paying  the  taxes  and  insurance. 

By  the  said  Conjniis>iou  the  Agents  wei-e  authorized  to  issue 
bonds  for  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  ($500,000,)  payable  after 
three  years,  and  due  in  fifteen  years  from  June  1,  1869,  for  part 
payment  of  the  above-named  property.  These  bonds  were  all 
taken  at  par  and  accrued  interest,  without  paying  a  single  dollar 
for  advertising  or  brokerage. 

The  leal  estate  at  200  Mulberry-street  and  Mott-street  is  used 
for  manufacturing  purposes,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  portion, 
which  is  rented  lor  eigiiteen  hundred  dollars  ($1,800)  per  annum. 

The  building  erected  for  a  Depository  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  was 
finished  early  in  1869,  and  has  proved  a  profitable  inve!^tment. 
Our  real  estate  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  has  risen  in  value  since  its 
purchase,  and  answers  well  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  debigned. 
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Sales  and  Profits. 

The  sales  and  profits  for  the  four  years  ending  November  30, 
1871,  have  been  as  follows: 

Sales. 

For  1868 $61 9.473  21 

For  1869 594,191  25 

For  1870 588,645  82 

For  1871 624,530  08 

Total $2,426,840  42 

Profits. 

1868.  .$134,748  51,  less  $51,739  48,  which  by  a  clerical  mishap 
was  not  credited  to  the  profits  of  1867,  and  got  into  the 
profits  of  1868 $83,009  03 

1869 60,954  17 

1870.. $75,382  23,  less  $7,301  18,  whicli  was  received  from  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  which  had  been  cliarged  to  profit  and  loss 68,081  06 

1871.. $91, 009  76,  less  $27,913  84,  which  was  also  received  from 

said  Missionary  Society 63,095  92 

Net  earnings  for  the  four  years $275,140  17 

To  which  is  to  be  added  $51,739  48,  deducted  above,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing-  the  real  earnings  of  the  four  years 51,739  48 

Also  the  amount  received,  as  above,  from  the  Missionary  Society 
of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli,  South,  for  moneys  paid  dur- 
ing the  late  civil  war  on  Drafts  drawn  on  Lelters.of  Credit,  wliich 
had  been  indorsed  by  the  Agents  in  I860,  for  the  support  of  their 
Mission  in  China,  charged  to  profit  and  loss 35,215  02 

Total  Income $362,094  67 

From  this  sum  deduct  Amounts  paid  by  order  of  the  General  Con- 
ference for  the  Salaries  and  Traveling  Expenses  of  the  Bishops, 
the  Allowance  to  the  "Widows  and  Children  of  deceased  Bishops, 
and  for  General  Conference  Appropriations,  as  follows,  namely: 

1868 $26,764  29 

1869 30,441  09 

1870 26,361  06 

1871 21,846  60 

105,413  04 

Net  amount  added  to  Capital $256,681  63 

By  referring  to  the  Report  of  the  Book  Agents  made  to  the 
General  Conference  of  1868,  (see  p.  480  of  the  JournaQ  it  will 
be  seen  that  a  poition  of  the  stock  and  machinery  equal  to  that 
on  hand  when  the  price  of  books  and  periodicals  was  increased 
had  been  put  in  the  Exhibit,  not  at  what  it  cost,  but  at  the  cost 
price  before  the  advance  in  labor  and  materials.  The  reason  as- 
signed for  this  was,  that  when  things  should  come  back  to  their 
former  status  the  Concern  would  be  found  on  a  safe  basis,  prose- 
cuting its  business  without  any  diminution  of  its  profits  ;  other- 
wise, it  might  be  years  in  making  up  the  shrinkage  in  the  value 
of  stock  on  baud  without  showing  any  profit. 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  Book  Committee  in  1869  the  question 
was  asked  by  a  member  why  the  Agents  at  New  York  discounted 
the  accounts  due  the  Concern  383  per  cent.,  while  the  Agents  of 
the  Western  discounted  theirs  only  25  per  cent,  in  the  Exhibits  ? 
This  question  led  to  an  inquiry  as  to  the  basis  of  the  Exhibits  both 
of  the  New  York  and  the  Western  Book  Concerns,  whereby  it 
was  found  that  in  the  Exhibits  of  the  latter  the  property  was 
estimated  at  its  cost  or  cash  value,  whereas  in  those  of  the  former 
a  reduction  had  from  time  to  time  been  made  in  the  real  estate, 
and  the  discount  on  debts  due  from  others  had  been  increased  from 
20  to  3Sl  per  cent.  A  portion  also  of  the  stock  and  machinery 
continued  to  appear  in  the  inventories  at  prices  which  obtained 
before  the  war,  although  costing,  and  being  worth,  nearly  double 
the  amount  expressed. 

The  General  Conference  of  1868  having  placed  the  entire  pub- 
lishing interests  of  the  Church  under  the  supervision  of  one  Book 
Committee,  it  became  necessary  that  the  Exhibits  of  both  houses 
should  be  made  on  the  same  basis,  inasmuch  as  a  consolidated 
Exhibit  had  to  be  made  from  them  for  presentation  to  the  Annual 
Conferences,  showing  as  nearly  as  possible  the  real  cash  value 
both  of  the  real  estate  and  the  personal  property. 

Your  Agents,  therefore,  made  up  a  second  Exhibit  upon  the 
basis  of  valuation  which  obtained  before  the  reduction  of  prices 
referred  to,  and  presented  it  to  the  Book  Committee,  then  in  ses- 
sion, who  approved  it ;  whereupon  it  was  entered  upon  the  books 
of  the  house,  and  published  as  the  Financial  Exhibit  of  the  Meth 
odist  Book  Concern  in  New  York.  The  Exhibit  now  referred  to, 
that  of  1869,  made  the  following  additions  to  the  assets  of  the 
Concern,  namely : 

1.  By  restoring  the  former  Estimated  Value  of  Real  Estate $113,349  20 

2.  By  restoring   the   former    estimated   Value   of  Books,    Sheet 

Stock,  Machinery,  and  Materials 72,765  44 

3.  By  changing  the  Discount  on  Debts  due  the  Concern  from  33^ 

to  25  per  cent 21,811  60 

Total  Increase  of  the  estimated  Casli  Value  of  Real  and  Per- 
sonal         $207,926  24 

The  result,  therefore,  of  the  work  of  the  last  four  years  may 
be  stated  as  follows,  namely  : 

Net  Capital,  November  30,  1867 $590,571  70 

Net  amount  added  from  Earnings 221,466  61 

Received  from  Missionary  Society,  Church  South 35.21 5  02 

Increase,  as  above  shown,  to  bring  Property  to  Cash  Value 207,926  24 

Net  Capital,  Nov.  30,  1871,  as  appears  by  Exhibit  presented 
to  Annual  Conferences,  and  hereto  annexed $1,055,179  57 
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Exhibit  op  the  Methodist  Book  Concern,  New  York. 

Assets. 

1.  Rkal   Estate. — One   undivided    three   fourths   of 

Property  No.  805  Broadway  corner  Eleventh- 
street $717,904  13 

Buildings  and  Lots,  Mulberry  and  Mott  streets.. .  150,000  00 

Buildings  and  Lots,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 35,000  00 

Buildings  and  Lots.  San  Fraucisco,  Cal 48,000  00 

Laud  in  Hamilton,  N.  J 200  00 

Total  Real  Estate $951,104  13 

2.  Cash.— Cash  on  liaud *75,159  25 

3.  Merchandise. — Bound    Books,    Editors'    Library, 

aud  Furniture $179,839  70 

Presses,  Type,   Stereotype  Plates,  and   Paper  in 

Printing  Office 161,258  92 

Sheet    Stock,    Tools,    and    Unfinished    Work    in 

Bindery 108,601  65 

Stock  iu  Depositories :  Boston 21.754  46 

Buffalo 22,266  50 

Pittsburgh 24,894  89 


4.  Notes  and  Accounts. — Due  from  Missionary  Society  of  the 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  Purchase  of  Building 

Due  from  others $321,638  93 

Deduct  25  per  cent,  for  Probable  Losses 80,409  73 


518,616  12 


$241,229  20 
Less  amount  allowed  Hitchcock  &  Walden  for 
Disbursements  on  account  of  General  Con- 
ference Appropriations,  being  in  excess  of 

their  proportion  of  one  third 4,144  75 

237,084  45 

Total  Assets $1,850,315  50 

Liabilities. 

1.  Bonds. — Amount  of  Bonds  Sold,   Issued  for  the 

Payment  of  Property,  805  Broadway $500,000  00 

2.  Notes. — The  Concern  owes  on  Notes  and  Mort- 

gages       295,135  93 

f795,135  93 

Capital,  November  30,  1871 $1,055,179  57 

Capital,  per  last  Exhibit 986,016  41 

Increase  of  Capital $69,163  16 

Note. 

Net  gain,  as  shown  above $69,163  16 

Paid  Bishops'  Salaries  and  Traveling  Expenses,  and  by  order 

of  the  General  Conference 21,846  60 


Carried  forward $91,009  76 

*This  Amount  of  Cash  was  reduced  to  $15,159  25  by  the  payment  of  a  Mortgage 
of  $fiii,000  on  the  2d  of  December. 

tThis  Amount  of  Indebtedness  was  reduced  by  the  payment  of  a  Mortgage  ol 
160,000  on  the  2d  of  December  to  $735,;35  93. 
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Brought  forward $91,009  76 

Deduct  amount  voceu'ed  from  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  tlie  M.  E.  Churcli,  South,  for  Old  Debt,  $35,215  02; 
less  $7,301   18,  reported  last  year 27,913  84 

Gross  earnings  from  sales $63,095  92 

It  appears  by  this  Exhibit  that  the  liabilities  of  the  Concern 
were  on  the  30th  of  November,  1871,  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  and  ninety- 
three  cents,  ($795,135  93,)  and  that  the  Concern  had  in  cash 
seventy-live  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and 
twenty  five  cents,  ($75,159  25.)  That  there  was  due  from  the 
Missionary  Society  sixty-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifty-one  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents,  ($68,351  55,)  and  from  other 
parties,  after  deducting  the  25  per  cent.,  two  hundred  and  forty- 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and  twenty 
cents,  ($241,229  20,)  making  a  total  of  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  ($384,740.) 
This  amount,  we  judge,  may  be  applied  toward  liquidating  the 
indebtedness  of  the  Concern  without  interfering  materially  with 
its  regular  business,  leaving  only  four  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
three  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and  ninety-three  cents 
($410,395  93)  against  the  Concern;  and  this  balance,  we  judge, 
may  be  annually  i-educed  by  the  profits  of  the  business  of  the 
house,  so  that  in  a  few  years  it  will  be  entirely  free  from  debt, 
if  not  too  lieavily  taxed  by  General  Conference  appropriations. 

Number  of  New  Books  issued  during  the  quadrennial  term : 

Books  of  the  General  Catalogue 45 

Sunday-School  Books 191 

Tract  Books 7 

Tracts 7 

Total  number  of  new  issues 320 

Cost  of  the  Plates  for  the  above  Books  and  Tracts $28,430  18 

There  has  been  printed,  of  Books,  during  the  last  four  years : 
General  Sales. 

Octavos 21,400  volumes. 

Twelvemos 174,270  '• 

Sixteenmos .• 45,750  " 

Eighteenmos 34,750  " 

Twenty-fourmos,  Forty-eightmos,  and  Seventy-twomos 237,250  " 

Sunday-School  Department. 

Octavos,  Dr.  Wise's  Department 47,500  " 

Twelvemos         "                 "         37,750  " 

Sixteenmos         "                 "         145,750  " 

Eigliteenmos      "                 "         801,500  " 

Twenty-fourmos,    Forty-eightmos,    and    Seventy-twomos,    Dr. 

Wise's  Department 387,000  " 

Octavos,  Dr.  Vincent's  Department 1,000         " 

Twelvemos  "  "  115,250        " 
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Sixteenmos,  Dr.  Vincent's  Department 21,250  volumea. 

Eighteenmos  "  "  640.750         " 

Twentv-foiirmos,    Fortj-eightmos,    and    Seventy-twomos,    Dr. 

Vincent's  Department 12,000        " 

Tracts. 
Octavos,  Duodecimos,  etc 23,574,000  pages. 

PERIODICALS. 

The  Christian  Advocate. 

By  the  urgent  and  repeated  demands  of  the  patrons  and 
friends  of  the  "  Christian  Advocate,''  the  Agents  were  induced 
to  enlarge  the  paper  on  the  first  of  January  last,  so  that  at 
present  we  believe  it  is  the  largest  weekly  religious  journal  pub- 
lished in  this  country,  with  a  single  exception;  and  though  it 
is  very  much  circumscribed  in  its  patronizing  territory  by  quite 
a  large  ntimber  of  independent  Methodist  papers,  yet  its  sub- 
scription list  has  been  gradually  increasing  since  the  last  General 
Conference.  The  average  weekly  issue  for  the  four  years  has 
been  29,000;  the  present  number,  by  actual  count,  is  31,000. 
This,  we  think,  is  the  largest  number  ever  reported  to  any 
General  Conference.  In  1849  the  price  was  reduced  to  $1  26. 
Under  the  excitement  of  this  measure  the  subscription  list  ran 
up  from  17,000  to  33,000,  but  the  next  year  it  declined  to  about 
29,000.  In  1800  it  was  29,000;  in  1864,  26,500,  and  in  1868  it 
was  27,800.  Now,  as  above  stated,  it  is  31,000.  The  "  Chris- 
tian Advocate  "  ranks  among  the  first  religious  journals  in  our 
country,  and  was  never  more  popular  than  at  the  present  time. 

The  Xorthern  Christian  Advocate. 

With  a  view  both  of  extending  the  circulation  and  usefulness 
of  this  paper  it  was  on  the  first  of  January,  1870,  enlarged,  and 
its  form  changed  Irom  a  folio  to  a  quarto.  The  expectations  of 
all  the  parties  concerned  have  been  fully  realized  by  a  large 
acquisition  to  its  subscription  list,  which  has  been  gradually  in- 
creased from  10,704  in  1868  to  14,496,  its  present  number. 

On  the  first  of  January  last  the  location  of  the  paper  was 
changed  from  Auburn  to  Syracuse,  and  such  has  been  its  suc- 
cess during  the  last  four  years  that  it  has  not  only  been  self  sus- 
taining, but  has  refunded  the  moneys  advanced  by  the  Book 
Concern  to  carry  forward  the  enterprise  from  1864  to  1868. 

The  Quarterly  Revxew. 

The  Quarterly  Review  still  maintains  its  high  literary  charac- 
ter, and  well  deserves  a  much  more  extended  patronage  than  it  hag 
ever  received.  Since  the  last  General  Conferenca  its  size  has  been 
increased  by  the  addition  of  sixteen  pages  to  each  number,  mak- 
ing the  volume  seven  hundred  pages,  for  the  small  sum  of  $2  50. 
We  have  also  sent  circulars  to  the  preachers  asking  their  especial 
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agency  in  the  circulation  of  this  excellent  work,  but  we  have  not 
been  able  to  excite  that  interest  among  the  preachers  and  lay- 
men of  our  Church  that  the  merits  of  the  work  seem  to  us  to 
demand. 

We  have  now  about  ten  thousand  traveling  preachers  and 
over  eleven  thousand  local  preachers,  with  a  multitude  of  intelli- 
gent, well-informed,  wealthy  laymen,  and  yet  we  circulate  only 
3,950  copies,  including  189  gratis  and  exchanges,  and  this  is  an 
increase  of  633  over  the  number  reported  at  the  last  General 
Conference. 

We  should  be  most  happy  if  any  means  can  be  devised  by 
which  this  periodical,  the  only  one  of  the  kind  published  bj'^  our 
Church,  could  have  the  circulation  it  is  well  worthy  of  receiving. 

Sunday-School  Advocate  and  Good  Xews. 

The  Sunday-School  Advocate  is  as  popular  as  ever,  and  is, 
we  trust,  accomplishing  its  mission  among  the  children  of  our 
Sabbath-schools.  Its  present  semi-monthly  circulation  at  Xew 
York  is  185,000. 

The  Good  News  has  a  monthly  circulation  of  65,000 ;  this  is 
au  increase  since  1868  of  13,000. 

The  Suxday-School  Jocrxal. 

This  periodical  has  been  growing  in  favor  with  the  people  for 
several  years,  until  its  subscription  list  has  increased  from  23,000 
in  1S68  to  58,000,  its  present  number,  being  an  increase  during 
the  four  years  of  35,000.  The  teachers  and  larger  scholars  in  our 
Sabbath-schools  are  beginning  to  feel  that  the  Journal  is  a  neces- 
sity, and  we  have  good  hope  it  will  continue  to  grow  more  and* 
more  popular  with  all  concerned  until  we  shall  have  a  monthly" 
issue  of  at  least  100.000. 

The  Picture  Lesson  Paper  and  the  Berean  Lesson  Leap 
for  Sunday-school  scholars  were  commenced  January  1,  1869. 
The  former  has  reached  a  monthly  circulation  of  39,000,  and  the 
latter  420,000. 

REPORT  OF  PUBLISHING  INTERESTS  OX  THE  PACIFIC. 

Sales  and  Profits. 

The  house  in  San  Francisco  was  opened  eight  years  since. 
The  business  has  been  done  on  a  gold  basis,  gold  being  the 
standard  of  values  in  the  markets  of  the  Pacific  coast,  with  the 
following  results : 

Sales  during  the  period  named $74,462  28. 

Profits  on  sales  for  same  period 11.532  53. 

During  this  period  the  membership  of  our  Church,  in  the  entire 
field  of  our  pat4-onage,  has  not  averaged  10,000,  and  the  entire 
white  population  is  not  more  than  800,000.  In  this  field  every 
Church  has  its  representatives,  and  they  are  vigorously  at  work 
to  establish  and  sustain  their  several  interests. 
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The  California  Christian  Advocate 

is  now  in  its  twenty-first  volume.  Since  the  last  General  Con- 
ference it  has  been  enlarged,  aud  its  cost  of  publication  increased 
by  about  $2,500  per,  annum.  Its  circulation  is  now  2,250,  an 
increase  for  the  quadreunium  of  about  300.  The  severe  drought 
which  has  prevailed  over  a  large  portion  of  the  field  of  its  pat- 
ronage has  had  the  effect  of  limiting  its  circulation  and  diminish- 
ing its  receipts.  During  the  eight  years  last  past  the  receipts  of 
the  paper  have  not  been  taxed  for  the  pay  of  office  agent,  or  for 
rent  of  office,  and  in  the  mean  time  it  has  received  from  revenues 
from  rent  of  building  and  unoccupied  lots,  $5,413  50,  which, 
added  to  the  diminished  expense  of  publication  above  named, 
makes  a  total  advantage  accruing  to  the  "  Advocate  "  on  account 
of  the  establishing  of  the  house  in  San  Francisco,  in  the  ])eriod 
named,  of  $15,943  50.  With  such  aid  the  cost  of  publication  is 
met  without  appropriations  from  Xew  York. 

The  Pacific  Christian-  Advocate, 

published  at  Portland,  Oregon,  has  also  been  enlarged  and  im- 
proved since  the  last  General  Conference.  The  report  of  the 
Publishing  Committee,  made  to  and  adopted  by  the  Oregon  Con- 
ference at  its  session  in  August  last,  presents  the  following  facts: 
Circulation,  1,800;  receipts,  including  $500  appropriated  by  the 
General  Conference,  $7,195  26;  expenditures,  §6,077  75;  leav- 
ing a  small  balance  of  recei])ts  above  expenditures. 

It  is  believed  that  prudence  in  the  management  of  these  papers, 
and  diligence  on  the  part  of  pastors  in  extending  their  circulation 
and  collecting  dues,  will  sustain  them  in  the  future  without  further 
drafts  on  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern.        E.  Thomas,  Ayent. 

DEPOSITORIES. 

The  Depositories  at  Boston,  Pittsburgh,  and  Buffiilo  have  been 
doing  about  their  usual  amount  of  business. 

The  several  agents  in  charge  are  good  and  true  men,  well  quali- 
fied for  the  places  they  occupy. 

These  Depositories  are  well  established  in  large  cities,  and  have 

g roved  themselves  useful  in  the  sale  of  our  books  and  periodicals, 
till  we  are  fully  satisfied  that  it  would  be  bad  policy  to  increase 
their  number,  espefinUy  in  those  parts  of  the  country  where  our 
books  can  be  had  from  is^ew  York,  Cincinnati,  or  any  ot'  the  Deposi- 
tories in  a  few  hours,  or  days  at  most,  or  of  the  trade  at  our  cata- 
logue prices. 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern  was  never  in  as  good  a  condition 
for  transacting  business  as  at  the  present  time.  We  have  been  in 
former  years  very  much  embarrassed  for  the  wan^  of  room  ;  now 
we  have  all  that  is  needed  for  a  largely  increased  amoimt  of 
business. 

We  have  also  increased  the  number  of  printing  presses  by  the 
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addition  of  five,  three  of  them  capable  of  turning  off  nearly  double 
the  amount  of  work  of  the  same  number  of  the  old  style  Adama 
presses.  Other  improved  machinery  for  mai)utacturing  purposes 
has  also  been  added,  so  that  we  now  have  facilities  for  turning  out 
almost  any  amount  of  work  which  may  be  demanded. 

If,  therefore,  any  means  can  be  devised  by  which  an  increased 
demand  can  be  created  for  our  publications,  the  Concern  can 
readily  meet  all  orders,  and  may  accomplish  a  vast  amount  of 
good  by  a  more  extended  distribution  of  a  sound  religious  litera- 
ture. Carlton,  Lanahan,  &  Thomas,  Agents. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  AGENTS  OF  THE  WESTERN  BOOK 
CONCERN. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conferencb. 

Dear  Brethren  :  In  presenting  to  you  the  Quadrennial  Report 
of  the  Western  Methodist  Book  Concern  avc  find  occasion  for 
gratitude  to  God  for  his  continued  cai-e  over  this  important 
interest  of  the  Church. 

Though  several  causes  have,  to  some  extent,  interrupted  our 
business,  yet  in  the  aggregate  our  sales  have  exceeded  those  of 
any  preceding  four  years  of  the  Western  Book  Concern.  The 
removal  of  our  business  at  Cincinnati  interrupted  both  our  sales 
and  manufacturing  department  for  some  time,  and  necessarily  in- 
volved an  outlay  that  largely  increased  our  incidental  expenses. 

The  fire  in  October  last,  that  consumed  every  thing  we  had  in 
Chicago,  except  our  accounts  and  notes,  deprived  us  of  a  part  of 
our  usual  fall  trade  at  that  place. 

The  sales  of  books  and  periodicals  during  the  four  years  ending 
November  30,  1871,  have  been  as  follows  : 

Cincinnati:  Sales  of  books  in  1868 $176,748  64 

"      periodicals  "     ....     197,425  75 

$374  174  39 

Chicago :  Sales  of  books  in  1868 $127,146  67 

"     periodicals  "     97,093  45 

224,240  12 

St.  Louis:  Sales  of  books  in  1868 $41,723  44 

"     periodicals  " 22,470  47 

64,193  91 

Total  sales  for  1868 '  $662,608  42 

Cincinnati:  Sales  of  books  in  1869 $187,841  57 

"     periodicals  "     ...       226,730  92 

$414,572  49 

Chicago:  Sales  of  books  in  1869 $117,431  09 

"     periodicals  "     100,457  98 

217,889  07 

Carried  forward $632,461  56     $662,608  42 
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Brought  forward $632,461  56     $662,608  42 

St.  Louis:  Sales  of  books  in  1869 $42,737  91 

"    periodicals " 23,866  03 

65,603  94 

Atlanta :  Sales  of  books  in  1869 $933  68 

"    periodicals"     4,218  06 

5,151  74 


Total  sales  for  1869 703,217  24 

Cincinnati :  Sales  of  books  in  1870 $196,947  69 

"     periodicals  "     206,837  40 

$403,785  09 

Chicago :  Sales  of  books  in  1870 $119,140  02 

"     periodicals  "     90,264  93 

209,404  95 

St.  Louis  :  Sales  of  books  in  1870 $45,715  70 

"     periodicals "    32,450 


78,166  58 


Atlanta :  Sales  of  books  in  1870 $2,504  87 

"     periodicals  "     4,790  29 

7,295  16 


Total  sales  for  1870. 


CSncinnati:  Sales  of  books  in  1871 $212,690  27 

"     periodicals"   217,76142 

$430,451  69 

Chicago:  Sales  of  books  in  1871 $114,283  35 

"     periodicals "     97,426  62 

211,709  97 

St.  Louis  :  Sales  of  books  in  1871 $46,360  49 

"     periodicals"     37,136  50 

83,496  99 

Atlanta :  Sales  of  books  in  1871 $4,304  20 

"     periodicals "     7,236  87 

11,541  07 


Total  sales  for  1871 737,199  73 

Sales  in  1868 $662,608  42 

"     1869 703.217   24 

"      1870 698.651  78 

"      1871 737,199  72 


Total  sales  for  four  years  ending  Nov.  30,  1871 2,801,677  16 

"  "  "  1867 2,399,508  43 


Increase  of  sales  for  the  last  four  years  over  the  four  preceding     $402,166  73 

For  our  financial  condition  we  refer  you  to  our  Annual  Exhibit 
of  November  30,  1871,  as  follows  : 

Assets. 

Stock  on  Hand. 

Books,  bound  and  in  sheets,  stationery,  etc,  Cincinnati,  $113,397  12 

"  "  "  Chicago  . .         9,288  61 

"  "  "  "  St.  Louis  .        18,286  94 

"  "  "  "  Atlanta  ..         3,655  77 

$144,628  44 


Carried  forward $144,628  44 
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Brought  forward $144,628  44 

Presses,  plates,  type,  printing  paper,  etc.,  Cincinnati  . .  $113,467  33 

"  "  "  "  Chicago 2,366  24 

"  "  "  "  St.  Louis  . . .         1,476  30 

"  "  Atlanta 427  20 

117,737  07 

Material  and  tools  in  bindery  in  Cincinnati Jl,861  96 

"  "  stereotype  foundry  in  Cincinnati.  1,631  65 

Real  Estate. 

In  Cincinnati $204,575  86 

In  Chicago 10,000  00 

In  St.  Louis 6,650  00 

221,225  86 

Notes  and  Accounts. 

In  Cincinnati $163,394  13 

In  Chicago 111,240  57 

In  St.  Louis 35,460  65 

In  Atlanta 5,961  51 

$316,056  86 

Deduct  25  per  cent,  for  probable  losses 79,014  21 

237,042  65 

OflBce  furniture  and  safes  in  Cincinnati $2,500  00 

"  "  Chicago 1,000  00 

"  "  St.  Louis 775  00 

"  "  Atlanta 159  04 

4,434  04 

Cash  and  drafts  on  hand r 8,977  56 

$747,539  23 
Liabilities. 

Notes  and  Accounts. 

In  Cincinnati $297,924  05 

In  Chicago 23,498  15 

In  St.  Louis 3,319  90 

In  Atlanta 197  45 

324,939  55 

Net  capital,  November  30,  1871 $422,599  68 

"  "  1867 460,374  47 

Decrease  of  capital  (caused  by  the  Chicago  fire) $37,774  79 

The  gross  profits  of  the  Concern  for  the  four  years  ending  No- 
vember 30,  1871,  have  been  8115,065  42.  We  have  paid  during 
the  same  time  for  the  salaries  and  traveling  expenses  of  the  Bish- 
ops, and  by  order  of  the  General  Conference,  $50,618  73.  The 
loss  by  the  Chicago  fire,  above  insurance  collected  u|»  to  the  date 
of  our  Exhibit,  was  $102,221  48,  making  the  net  decrease  of  the 
capital  in  consequence  of  the  fire  $37,774  79. 

The  Credit  System. 

The  notes  and  accounts  due  the  Western  Book  Concern,  after  a 
deduction  deemed  sufficient  to  cover  probable  losses,  amount  to 
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$237,042  65.  This  of  itself  shows  that  the  credit  system  has  been 
carried  to  excess.  During  the  past  four  years  we  have  aimed 
constantly  to  encourage  a  cash  business,  and  have  made  diligent 
effort  to  reduce  the  outstanding  debts.  Fi-om  November  30,  1868, 
to  November  30,  1871,  the  increase  of  their  amount  was  only 
816,302  42,  while  our  sales  aggregated  $2,139,068  84  during  the 
same  period. 

In  1860  a  Disciplinary  provision  was  repealed,  under  which  for 
many  years  the  Agents  were  required  to  "inform  the  Conferences 
of  any  within  their  respective  bounds  who  neglect  to  make  pay- 
ment, that  measures  may  be  taken  to  collect  or  secure  such 
debts  ;"  it  was  also  provided  that  the  Agents  "  should  not  allow 
any  claim  to  run  beyond  one  year  from  the  time  it  was  due,  with- 
out reporting  it  to  the  Conference."  It  is  probable  that  the  rea- 
sons which  led  to  the  repeal  of  these  regulations  would  prevent 
their  re-enactment;  but  some  legislation  appears  to  be  necessary, 
and  we  suggest  that,  among  other  provisions,  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences be  directed  to  raise,  at  each  session,  a  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern,  to  consider  the  cases  of  indebtedness,  and  such 
other  matters  as  may  be  referred  to  it  by  the  Conference  or  proper 
representative  of  the  Book  Concern. 

Sandebudet. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions^ of  the  last  General  Confer- 
ence, we  continued  the  publication  of  the  Sandebudet,  or  Messen- 
ger, in  the  Swedisli  language,  in  Chicago,  until  the  fire.  The 
destruction  of  all  our  type  and  printing  material,  and  also  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  room  for  a  printing-office,  caused  so  long  a 
delay  that  we  judged  it  better  to  defer  its  publication  till  after  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Conference.  It  reached  a  circulation  of 
about  1,200,  and  was  doubtless  valuable  to  our  Swedish  work. 
Our  total  loss  on  the  paper  for  the  four  years  has  been  84,160  94; 
our  loss  on  the  same,  previous  to  1868,  was  $2,987  20,  making  a 
total  loss  of  $7,148  14. 

Golden  Houes. 

By  the  authority  of  the  last  General  Conference  we  com- 
menced, January  1,  1869,  the  publication  of  the  "  Golden  Hours," 
a  monthly  magazine  for  the  young.  It  has  been  well  recom- 
mended by  the  press  generally,  and  is  well  received  by  those 
who  read  it.  The  criticisms  which  we  have  received  are  about 
equally  divided  in  requesting  a  work  of  a  higher  or  lower  grade 
in  its  stead.  But  a  very  large  majority  from  whom  we  have 
heard  seem  pleased  with  its  present  character.  It  has  not  had 
the  circulation  we  expected  ibr  it  when  its  publication  was  com- 
menced. Its  present  circulation  is  8,500,  and  the  receipts  for 
subscription  are  just  about  sufficient  to  pay  expenses  of  publica- 
tion, aside  irom  editors  salary.  It  is  sate,  therefore,  to  estimate 
the  loss  on  the  magazine  at  what  it  may  cost  tor  editing.     The 
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publication  of  a  religious  magazine  for  the  young  being  an  ex- 
periment in  this  country,  the  supervision  of  the  "  GoldenHours" 
was  cheerfully  undertaken  by  the  editor  of  ihe  "  Ladies'  Repos- 
itory;"  it  being  deemed  best  to  meet  the  demand  for  this  form 
of  literature  at  an  expense  that  would  not  hazard  its  future  by 
an  embarrassing  loss  during  the  first  years  of  its  existence.  If 
we  may  be  allowed  any  suggestion  upon  this  subject,  we  would 
recommend  that  the  General  Conf(M-ence  elect  one  editor  for  the 
"Ladies'  Repository"  and  the  "Golden  Hours,"  and  that  the 
editor  and  Agents  be  authorized  to  employ  the  necessary  assist- 
ance. 

The  Methodist  Advocate. 

The  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  were  authorized  to  publish  the 
"New  Orleans  Advocate"  at  New  Orleans,  also  a  weekly  re- 
ligious journal  at  Knoxville,  Atlanta,  or  Nashville;  and*  the 
Agents  at  New  York,  a  paper  at  Charleston,  S.  C. ;  and  were 
at  liberty  to  discontinue  any  one  of  them  in  case  its  continuance 
should  involve  the  Concern  in  a  greater  loss  than  S2,000  a  year. 
After  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Conference  the  Agents 
found  that  the  papers  at  Charleston  and  New  Orleans  had  only 
about  five  hundred  paying  subscribers  each,  and  that  both  were 
aided  by  Government  advertising,  and  with  that  support  could 
not  be  made  self-sustaining,  although  edited  free  of  expense. 
As  this  Government  patronage  was  extended  to  them  on  account 
of  their  political  character  it  could  not,  of  course,  be  retained  by 
a  religious  journal.  It  was  apparent,  therefore,  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  editor  to  each  of  these  three  papers,  in  addition  to 
the  expense  of  publishing, .must  tax  the  paper  iar  beyond  the 
limits  set  by  the  General  Conference.  In  consultation,  therefore, 
with  the  New  York  Agents  it  was  decided  to  concentrate  the 
patronage  upon  one  paper  in  hopes  to  obtain  such  a  subscription 
list  as  would  keep  our  loss  within  the  limits  fixed  by  the  General 
Conference ;  namely,  $2,000  a  year. 

We  therefore  commenced  the  publication  of  the  "Methodist 
Advocate,"  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  January  1,  1869.  We  believe  it 
is  admitted  by  all  the  parties  interested  that  if  we  are  to  publish 
only  one  paper  in  addition  to  those  formerly  published  by  the 
Concern,  Atlanta  is  the  most  desirable  place  for  its  location. 
With  the  approval  of  the  Agents,  Rev.  E.  Q.  Fuller,  DD,,  was 
appointed  editor  by  the  Bishops,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
paj)er,  and  has  continued  to  act  as  editor  until  the  present  time. 
The  subscribers  to  the  paper  have  averaged  a  little  less  than 
3,000  per  year,  and  the  loss  for  the  first  three  years  was 
$9,025  98,  a  little  over  $3,000  a  year.  By  the  approval  of  the  Book 
Committee  we  have  continued  its  publication,  notwithstanding 
the  loss  in  excess  of  the  allowance  by  the  General  Conference  to 
a  single  paper.  It  is  apparent  that  if  three  papers  had  been  es- 
tablished the  loss  on  each  must  have  been  greater  than  the  loss 
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on  this  one,  as  the  patronage  would  have  been  simply  divided 
without  being  materially  increased. 

Our  other  periodicals — namely,  the  "Ladies'  Eepository,"  the 
"  Western,"  "  North-western,"  and  "  Central  Christian  Advo- 
cates," the  "  Christian  Apologist,"  and  our  Sunday-school  papers, 
both  the  English  and  German — have  not  varied  much  in  their 
circulation  from  the  last  quadrennial.  After  the  inauguration  of 
the  Berean  Series  of  Sunday-School  Lessons  it  became  evident 
to  us  that  some  provision  should  be  made  for  our  German  Sun- 
day-schools. To  meet  their  wants  we  publish  a  Lesson  Paper  in 
German ;  the  notes  for  the  teachers  are  given  in  the  ''  Apolo- 
gist," and,  as  this  paper  has  a  circulation  of  about  fifteen  thou- 
sand— nearly  one  half  the  number  of  the  German  membership — 
they  reach  both  the  Sunday-school  workers  and  the  parents; 
and  we  think  the  plan  thus  far  has  served  a  good  purpose. 

The  Advocates  were  somewhat  enlarged  in  1869,  and  the 
changes  which  were  directed  by  the  last  General  Conference 
made  in  the  "  Ladies'  Repository."  We  make  no  recommenda- 
tion in  regard  to  these  changes,  as  the  question  of  publishing  a 
new  magazine,  which  will  be  pres-ented  by  the  action  of  some 
of  the  Conferences,  will  lead  to  their  consideration.  The  prices 
of  these  periodicals  have  remained  the  same  during  the  term. 
We  have  carefully  canvassed  the  matter  each  year,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  reducing  the  prices,  if  within  our  power ;  but  in  view  of 
all  the  facts  we  have  not  believed  that  a  reduction  could  be  made 
without  serious  loss  to  the  Concern.  There  must  be  a  material 
depreciation  in  the  actual  cost  of  producing  these  periodicals,  or 
a  large  increase  in  the  patronage,  before  their  prices  can  be  re- 
duced, unless  substantial  relief  can  be  given  by  modifying  the 
system  of  credit,  and  discontinuing*  the  special  appropriations 
made  by  the  General  Conference. 

Atlajtta.  Depositokt. 

We  established  a  Depository  at  Atlanta  as  soon  as  the  "  Meth- 
odist Advocate"  was  located  there.  It  being  a  central  point, 
from  which  a  large  field  could  be  conveniently  supplied  with  our 
books,  and  the  outlay  for  rent  and  clerical  help,  in  addition  to 
that  required  in  publishing  the  paper  being  relatively  small,  the 
needs  of  our  Church  seemed  to  warrant  the  experiment.  The 
sales  in  1869  amounted  to  $933  68;  in  1870,  to  82,50-t  87;  in 
1871,  to  $4,304  20,  an  increase  of  seventy  per  cent,  during  the 
last  year.  The  sales  have  probably  been  as  large  at  this  point  as 
they  would  have  been  at  any  other  in  the  South,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Depository  have  been  lessened  by  connecting  the 
Advocate  ofiice  with  it;  and  yet,  under  these  favorable  circum- 
stances, some  loss  has  been  sustained.  During  the  early  part  of 
the  term  a  party  in  sympathy  with  our  Cliurch  kept  a  stock  of 
our  books  in  New  Orleans.  Since  this  arrangement  ceased  we 
have  not  found  it  practicable  to  keep  a  stock  in  that  city. 
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Real  Estate. 

There  have  been  some  changes  in  the  real  estate  since  the  last 
General  Conference, 

At  Cincinnati  we  found  it  necessary  to  erect  new  buildings  for 
the  printing  department.  The  old  location  had  become  an  un- 
favorable one  for  our  business  in  consequence  of  the  extension  of 
the  city  westward.  In  view  of  this  fact,  and  also  from  the  fact 
that  we  could  not  build  on  the  old  site  without  a  great  interrup- 
tion of  the  business,  we  bought  property  in  a  more  eligible  situ- 
ation. We  purchased  on  Fourth-street,  and  removed  all  the 
business  to  that  place.  We  have  a  frontage  on  Fourth-street  of 
32  teet;  on  Flum-street,  of  49  feet,  and  on  Home-street,  of  159 
feet.  The  lot  on  Home-street  is  100  feet  deep,  and  the  lots  on 
Plum  and  Fourth  streets  are  each  90  feet  deep,  extending  back 
60  as  to  connect  with  the  Home-street  property;  making  22,713 
square  feet  of  ground,  with  frontage  on  three  streets.  It  is  near 
the  center  of  business,  and  the  location  of  all  the  railroad  depots 
in  the  city,  except  one,  being  still  westward,  indicates  that 
very  soon  it  will  be  in  the  center  of  the  city  trade.  There  is 
room  for  such  buildings  as  the  Concern  will  probably  need  for 
many  years  to  come.  There  are  buildings  on  the  lots  that  are 
not  needed  for  immediate  use,  which  rent  for  something  over 
$2,000  a  year.  The  total  cost  of  the  property,  including  the 
buildings  as  they  now  stand,  was  $233,242  52,  on  which  we  have 
paid  $126,575  86.  The  remainder,  $116,666  66,  can  remain  on 
perpetual  lease,  at  six  per  cent.,  without  revaluation,  if  the 
Agents  so  elect. 

The  old  property  at  the  corner  of  Eighth  and  Main  streets, 
which,  in  our  Exhibit  is  estimated  at  $78,000,  is  still  retained. 
We  have  offered  this  property  for  sale,  but  have  had  no  offers  for 
it  which  we  thought  to  the  interest  of  the  Concern  to  accept.  It 
now  rents  for  something  over  $5,000  a  year.  We  would  recom- 
mend its  sale  as  soon  as  its  value  can  be  realized. 

At  Chicago  the  buildings  were  entirely  consumed  by  the  fire 
which  occurred  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  October  last.  The  original 
cost  of  the  lot  w^as  $10,000,  and  the  cost  of  the  buildings,  when 
erected,  $29,000 ;  and  as  we  have  always  carried  the  real  estate  into 
the  Exhibit  at  cost,  we  estimated  that  in  Chicago  last  year  at 
$39,000,  and  this  year  at  $10,000,  the  naked  lot  only  being  left. 
We  have  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  owners  of  the  lot 
on  the  west  line  for  a  party-wall ;  they  to  put  it  up,  and  secure 
to  the  Book  Concern  the  use,  whenever  needed,  of  as  much  as 
may  be  required,  at  the  appraisal  of  disinterested  parties.  A 
similar  arrangement  can  be  made  for  the  east  wall ;  and,  if  a  sale 
of  this  lot  is  not  effected  soon,  it  may  be  found  to  the  interest  of 
the  Concern  to  rebuild  during  the  present  season,  while  the  du- 
ties on  materials  are  rebated,  and  occupy  the  property  until 
larger  accommodations  are  actually  needed,  or  can  be  secured 
without  incurring  embarrassing  liabilities.     We  have  given  con- 
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siderable  attention  to  the  subject  of  a  new  location  in  Chicago, 
where  more  ground  might  be  attained,  the  present  lot  being  only 
20  feet  front  by  180  feet  deep.  The  adjoining  lot  on  the  west 
is  not  for  sale ;  and  the  lot  on  the  east,  the  same  size  as  ours,  is 
leased  for  a  long  term  of  years,  in  view  of  which  the  ground  can 
be  obtained  for  little  less  than  $40,000.  Could  the  lease  be  can- 
celed the  purchase  of  this  lot  would  absorb  more  capital  than 
can  now  be  spared,  or  is  necessary  to  secure  an  ample  and  eligible 
property.  We  have  not  thought  it  best  to  buy  in  Chicago  be- 
fore selling  the  lot  now  owned  there;  we  have  placed  it  in  the 
hands  of  a  responsible  party  with  authority  to  receive  proposi- 
tions for  its  purchase;  and  we  recommend  its  sale  at  a  fair  value, 
and  the  purchase  of  a  larger  lot,  where  it  can  be  bought  cheaper. 
Our  experience  is  not  favorable  to  establishing  a  manufacturing 
department  in  Chicago  at  present.  Skilled  labor  and  fuel  are 
much  more  expensive  than  in  Cincinnati.  The  Concern  cannot 
gpare  the  funds,  at  present,  to  open  an  extensive  job-office  in 
Chicago,  and  it  will  not  pay  to  do  our  own  press-work  alone, 
until  there  is  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  labor  and.  fuel,  that  enter 
so  largely  into  the  manufacturing  business.  The  establishment 
of  a  printing  department  and  bindery  would  be  very  expensive; 
and  to  prepare  simply  to  print  our  own  periodicals  would  be 
attended  with  considerable  loss  to  the  Concern, 

At  St.  Louis  the  proj)erty  is  estimated  a  little  less  than  it  was 
four  years  ago.  You  will  see  by  the  Report  of  the  Agents  in 
1868  that  the  property  there  is  on  leased  ground.  The  lease  has 
yet  several  years  to  run.  There  is  still  more  room  in  the  present 
building  than  is  needed  for  the  business,  and  the  surplus  room 
rents  readily,  so  as  to  aid  in  paying  the  annual  ground-rent.  The 
rents  received  and  the  value  of  our  own  rent  will  pay  for  the 
property  and  ground-rent,  so  as  to  secure  the  use  of  the  whole  for 
ten  years  without  cost.  We  have,  therefore,  adopted  the  practice 
of  charging  out  annually,  as  rent,  such  an  amount  as  will  sink  the 
total  amount  paid  for  the  same  when  the  lease  expires.  At  the 
time  we  leased  in  St.  Louis  it  was  difficult  to  get  such  a  location 
as  we  desired  in  fee  simple.  We  have  contemplated  the  purchase 
of  such  property  as  would  be  adapted  to  future  wants,  in  view  of 
the  prospective  growth  of  the  city,  realizing  that,  with  ordinary 
success,  the  business  must  constantly  increase,  and  become  large 
at  no  very  distant  day.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  heavy  loss  in 
Chicago  by  the  fire  we  might,  perhaps,  have  been  prepared  for  a 
change  of  location,  if  a  suitable  one  could  have  been  found.  But 
in  view  of  our  embari-assed  condition  on  the  above  account,  to- 
gether Avith  the  fact  that  the  lease  is  so  favorable  and  has  so  long 
to  run,  we  have  judged  it  better  not  to  further  increase  our  liabili- 
ties by  the  purchase  of  other  property  during  this  quadrennium. 
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New  Books. 

We  have  given  special  attention  to  the  publication  of  books,  so 
far  as  we  could  find  the  material  that,  in  our  judgment  and  the 
judgment  of  the  editors,  would  meet  the  wants  of  the  Church. 
For  our  views  more  fully  as  to  the  class  of  books  desirable  to  pub- 
lish, we  refer  you  to  the  Repoi't  of  the  Western  Agents  in  1868. 
Our  experience  during  the  past  four  years  proves  the  correctness 
of  what  was  stated  in  that  report  in  reference  to  the  class  of  books 
needed  by  the  Sunday-school  and  the  Church,  Our  sales  show 
that  the  more  substantial  books  adapted  to  the  Sunday-school 
trade  have  a  greater  circulation  than  those  of  fiction.  Sunday- 
school  libraries  are  overloaded  with  stories,  and  there  is  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  best  minds,  having  conti'ol  of  the  reading  for 
the  young,  to  secure  useful  and  instructive  rather  than  exciting 
and  amusing  bQoks.  We  deeply  regret  that  those  who,  in  our 
Church,  aspire  to  be  authors  do  not  see  this  tendency  of  the  age, 
and  turn  their  efibrt  more  vigorously  to  meet  this  general  want. 
During  the  past  four  years  we  have  not  rejected  a  manuscript 
ofiered  us  that  was  designed  to  go  into  our  Sunday-schools,  except 
works  of  fiction.  Of  these  we  have  made  selection  of  some  of  the 
best  offered,  while  many  have  been  rejected. 

We  have  issued  during  the  four  yeai-s  forty  new  works  in  En- 
glish and  thirty-three  in  German.  Of  the  English  books  twenty- 
seven  are  well  adapted  to  the  Sunday-school  libraries,  and  ai'e 
designed  for  the  young  people  and  the  family  ;  none  have  been 
accepted  which  were  designed  for  the  juvenile  department.  Some 
of  the  others  are  especially  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  ministry 
and  worthy  a  place  in  the  course  of  study.  Of  the  German  books, 
ten  are  adapted  to  the  family  and  the  young  people  in  the  Sun- 
day-school ;  several  others  are  small  Sunday-school  books,  and  a 
few  are  valuable  for  the  ministry. 

Hitchcock  &  Walden,  Agents. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference, 

ASSEMBLED  : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  The  Book  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  General  Conference  of  1868  have  performed 
the  duties  assigned  them,  and  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing Eeport : 

The  interests  which  they  were  appointed  to  supervise  have 
been  subjected  to  severe  reverses,  yet  have  survived  them,  and 
have  made  substantial  progress.  Our  reports,  made  annually 
to  the  Conferences,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  Agents, 
east  and  west,  will  show  the  condition  of  those  interests  from 
year  to  year,  as  well  as  at  the  present  time  ;  and  to  those 
reports  you  are  respectfully  referred.  {See  Document  A.)  The 
Committee  did  not  feel  autliorized  to  incur  the  expense  of  a 
visit  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  can  report  nothing  upon  personal 
observation  from  that  quarter. 

We  take  special  pleasure  in  bearing  witness  to  the  generally 
faithful,  efficient,  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  Agents 
and  Editors  chosen  four  years  ago  have  performed  the  import- 
ant duties  pertaining  to  their  several  offices.  It  is  believed 
that  the  changes  made  by  them  are  all  improvements ;  and 
that,  in  facilities  for  producing,  methods  of  business,  external 
appearance,  and  durability  of  the  work  turned  out,  and  in  the 
literary  and  religious  excellence  of  our  books  and  periodicals, 
we  have  not  failed  to  keep  up  with  the  improvements  of  the 
age.  Yet  every  step  onward  brings  into  view  some  new 
wants,  for  which  the  General  Conference  only  can  provide. 

The  losses  by  the  great  fire  in  Chicago  were  vei-y  heavy, 
amounting  to  some  ninety  thousand  dollars  beyond  all  availa- 
ble insurance.  The  buildings,  machinery,  merchandise,  and 
material  on  hand,  were  all  totally  destroyed.  Nothing  was 
left  but  the  account  books  and  the  ground  upon  which  the 
buildings  had  stood.  But  the  Agents  manifested  a  most  com- 
mendable energy,  and  by  prompt  and  wise  action  avoided 
any  serious  interruption  of  the  business ;  were  soon  ready  to 
fill  all  orders  as  aforetime,  and,  with  the  loss  of  only  a  single 
number,  to  supply  the  readers  of  the  "  North-western,"  by 
means  of  the  "  Western  Advocate,"  the  usual  weekly  amount 
and  quality  of  reading  matter.  This,  of  course,  could  not 
have  been  done  if  the  house  at  Chicago  had  been  an  isolated 
tstablishment. 
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But  groat  as  was  this  calamity  at  Chicago,  a  still  greater 
calamity,  it  is  believed,  befell  our  Book  Concern  at  New 
York — though  the  losses  there  cannot  be  estimated  in  dollars 
and  cents. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  to  have 
been  held  in  Cincinnati,  November  4,  1869  ;  but  before  that 
time  arrived  reports  of  a  most  alarming  character  concerning 
affairs  at  New  York  were  in  circulation,  rendering  it  necessary 
for  the  Committee  to  change  the  place  of  meeting  to  that  city. 
Accordingly,  at  the  time  appointed,  the  Committee  met  at 
805  Broadway,  New  York,  and,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
business  of  the  annual  meeting,  took  up  and  investigated  these 
reports.  All  the  members  were  present  except  H.  Bannister, 
who  was  in  Europe,  and  J.  H.  Moore,  whose  duties  required 
his  presence  elsewhere.  The  Committee  availed  themselves 
of  the  labors  of  a  standing  Sub-Committee  appointed  at  the 
previous  annual  meeting,  who  had  already  spent  some  time  in 
preliminary  examinations — having  been  called  together  for 
the  purpose  by  Dr.  Lanahan  without  the  knowledge  of  Dr. 
Carlton. 

The  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  Committee  have  been 
censured  in  certain  quarters  with  great  bitterness,  their  mo- 
tives impugned,  and  almost  every  step  condemned  in  the  most 
offensive  manner.  Of  course  the  Committee  were  not  insensi- 
ble to  this  treatment,  yet  bore  it  silently,  nor  ever  attempted 
to  defend  themselves  from  censure  which  they  felt  to  be 
grossly  unjust,  but  which  injustice  they  believed  a  candid 
Christian  public  would  come  at  length  to  understand.  And  it 
is  not  for  the  purpose  of  self-justification  that  they  now  pro- 
pose to  present  a  statement  of  the  case,  however  anxious  they 
may  feel  for  your  approval,  but  that  they  may  render  that 
account  of  their  doings,  and  put  you  in  possession  of  those 
facts  to  which  you  are  of  right  entiiled. 

On  the  21st  day  of  September,  1869,  the  following  article 
appeared,  doubly  leaded,  at  the  head  of  the  editorial  column 
of  the  "  New  York  Times  :  " 

A  Painful  Revelation. — It  is  with  great  reluctance  that 
we  give  currency  to  a  very  unpleasant  report  which  has  reached 
us  in  regard  to  an  institution  which,  of  all  others  in  the  land, 
ought  to  be  beyond  reproach,  or  even  suspicion.  The  authority, 
however,  for  what  we  are  about  to  announce  is  of  such  a  char- 
acter that  silence  on  our  part  would,  under  the  circumstances, 
amount  to  delinquency.  We  are  credibly  assured  tliat  the  new 
Agent  of  the  Methodist  Book  Concern,  Rev.  Dr.  Lanahan, 
has  discovered  in  that  establishment  great  corruption  and 
fraud,  involving  losses  to  the  amount  of  several  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 
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The  subject,  we  understand,  is  now  nndergoino;  investia^ation, 
and  as  soon  as  tlie  details  can  be  given  to  the  public  without 
prejudice  to  any  but  culpable  parties  we  shall  endeavor  to 
furnish  them. 

These  frauds,  it  is  said,  have  been  s^oino;  on  for  some  eight 
or  nine  years,  and  of  course  their  full  extent  is  not  yet  ascer- 
tained with  precision.  The  magnitude  of  the  business  trans- 
acted by  this  Concern,  and  the  reputation  which  it  has  enjoyed 
for  probity  in  its  management,  conspire  to  give  any  sus{)icion 
against  it  a  painful  importance.  It  is  only  six  months  since 
we  had  the  satisfaction  of  saying  of  this  institution,  in  the 
columns  of  the  "Times,"  "  that  it  should  be  recorded,  to  the 
honor  of  all  concerned,  that  not  a  dollar  has  ever  been  lost  by 
the  defalcation  of  its  managers  from  the  commencement  of  the 
business,"  in  1789.  Unfortunately,  that  cannot  be  said  of  the 
Methodist  Book  Concern  any  more. 

Reserving  further  revelations  in  regard  to  this  unhappy 
business  imtil  the  parties  inculpated  have  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard,  and  to  give  our  readers  some  idea  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  beset  and  necessarily  prolong  this  investigation,  we 
append  a  brief  statement  of  the  enormous  business  of  this — re- 
puted to  be  the  largest — publishing  house  in  the  world,  which 
appeared  in  the  "  Times  "  on  the  i2th  of  April  last. 

These  statements  were  of  the  most  damaging  character,  not 
only  to  the  i-eputation  of  men  in  high  position,  and  high  in  the 
confidence  of  the  Church  and  the  public  generally,  but  to  the 
interests  of  the  Book  Concern  itself.  The  feeling  awakened 
was  one  of  wide-spread  dismay,  and  most  painful  apprehension. 
If  these  statements  were  authentic,  as  they  seemed  to  be, 
the  ruin  of  this  great  establishment  was  imminent.  And  not 
this  alone,  but  in  its  fall  our  entire  publishing  interests,  east 
and  west,  and  our  missionary  and  all  other  enterprises  of  the 
Church,  must  suffer  also. 

Dr.  Carlton,  as  the  Committee  learned  afterward,  imme- 
diately prepared  for  publication  a  contradiction  of  the  '•  Times  " 
article,  in  which  he  expected  Dr.  Lanahan  to  unite  with  him, 
in  order  to  counteract  as  far  as  possible  the  mischief  which 
that  article  was  doing.  Dr.  Curry  proposed  to  stop  the  press, 
which  had  begun  to  print  the  weekly  issue  of  the  "  Christian 
Advocate,"  in  order  to  send  out  along  with  the  injurious  report 
its  (itiicial  contradiction.  Dr.  Lanahan  at  first  hesitated,  and 
finally  refused  to  sign  any  paper  on  the  subject  that  did  not 
expressly  admit  the  existence  ot  fraud  and  corruption,  in  the 
Concern.  He  denied  all  responsibility  for  the  publication  of 
the  article  in  question,  yet  averred  that,  with  the  exception  of 
amoimts,  its  statements  were  substantially  true.  He  was  will- 
ing to  exonerate  the  Agents,  present  and  past,  from  all  partic- 
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ipation  in  or  critninal  responsibility  for  the  gross  corruption 
and  extensive  frauds,  which  he  affirmed  had  been  of  long  con- 
tinuance and  had  resulted  in  heavy  losses ;  but  this  was  as  far 
as  he  would  go.  On  the  other  hand,  Dr.  Carlton  thought  it 
would  be  bad  policy,  and  a  grievous  wrong,  to  affirm  the  exist- 
ence of  crimes  and  their  consequences  which  were  not  yet 
proved,  and  which  he  believed  did  not  exist.  The  consequence 
was,  that  so  far  as  the  Agency,  as  such,  was  concerned,  the  arti- 
cle in  the  "Times"  went  uncontradicted. 

As  the  matter  became  more  public,  and  Dr.  Lanahan's  posi- 
tion in  relation  to  it  became  more  generally  known,  the  pain- 
ful apprehensions  at  first  awakened  were  strengthened  into 
conviction.  And  when  the  Con)mittee  came  together,  it  was 
with  the  expectation  of  finding  the  reports  confirmed,  and  with 
the  apprehension,  also,  that  the  Agent  under  whose  administra- 
tion these  ruinous  irregularities  were  said  to  have  been  so  long 
practiced  would  have  to  be  pretty  severely  dealt  with.  This 
expectation  was  strengthened  at  the  beginning  of  our  inquiries 
by  tiie  statements  of  Dr.  Lanahan,  written  and  oral,  confirmed,  as 
they  seemed  to  be,  by  the  report  of  the  Sub-Committee  before 
alluded  to.  Of  course  we  did  not  then  know  how  far  the  ex- 
aminations of  both  Dr.  Lanahan  and  the  Sub-Committee  had 
been  ex  ^arte^  and  consequently  attached  to  them  more  im- 
portance than  we  did  afterward.  And,  as  will  be  seen  here- 
after, two  of  the  three  members  of  the  Sub-Committee  fully 
concurred  in  that  subsequent  judgment. 

Serious  difficulties  were  encountered  at  the  very  threshold 
of  the  investigation.  1)  The  (^ase  was  without  precedent — 
almost  without  analogy — and  no  method  of  procedure  waa 
pointed  out  in  the  Discipline,  nor  were  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
mittee very  clearly  or  fully  defined.  They  found  themselves 
entering  a  pathless  wilderness,  which  they  must  traverse  as  best 
they  might  without  M-aymark  or  guide.  2)  The  charges,  though 
Bufficiently  specific,  did  not  implicate,  only  indirectly,  any  body 
over  whom  the  Committee  were  supposed  to  have  any  sort  of 
jurisdiction.  3)  From  a  very  early  period  of  the  investigation, 
jDr.  Lanahan  seemed  fully  possessed  with  the  idea  that  there 
was  a  conspiracy  against  him,  in  which  some  members  of  the 
Committee  were  concerned.  In  this  belief,  he  seemed  to  con- 
sider it  a  personal  indignity  to  doubt  his  conclusions;  that  to 
question  them  was  to  question  his  veracity.  Such,  at  least,  was 
tlie  impression  made  upon  the  minds  of  many  of  us  by  liis  con- 
duct; and  this  state  of  things  very  seriously  embarrassed  the 
investigation. 

But  though  no  Agent  or  Editor  was  specifically  accused  of 
official  misconduct,  yet  the  charges  involved  the  interests  of  the 
Book  Concern,  and,  indirectly,  the  official  conduct  of  the  Agent 
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and  former  Assistant  Agents,  and  that  to  such  an  extent  that 
an  iiivestiiration  was  thought  indispensable.  As  to  the  result 
of  such  investigation,  whatever  might  be  the  apprehensions  of 
the  Committee,  of  course  it  should  not  and  could  not  be  antici- 
pated. Christian  charity  would  incline  every  unprejudiced 
mind  to  hope  that  no  frauds  or  losses  might  be  found  to  exist. 
Should  such  a  result  be  fairly  reached,  it  would  be  supposed 
that  every  good  man  would  heartily  rejoice,  and  none  more 
heartily  than  the  Assistant  Agent  himself  The  acquittal  of 
suspected  employes  could  not  criminate  him,  nor  could  he  be 
supposed  to  have  any  interest  in  their  condemnation,  unless 
truth  and  justice  demanded  it.  Tet  the  hope  of  a  favorable 
result — even  of  such  a  result  as  was  actually  reached — was 
certainly  very  feeble.     It  was  hoping  against  hope. 

All  were  agreed  that  the  investigation  must  be  made,  though 
they  were  not  agreed  as  to  the  best  method  of  procedure. 
And  it  need  not  be  claimed  that  the  Committee  made  no  mis- 
takes, or  that  in  all  cases  they  adopted  the  best  methods  of  ar- 
riving at  the  truth.  But  it  is  claimed  that  the  investigation 
was  Impartial ;  that  it  was  as  thorough  as  could  well  be  made 
under  the  circumstances,  and  that  the  conclusions  reached  are 
sustained  by  the  evidence  in  the  case.  The  investigation  was 
doubtless  very  much  more  thorough  than  is  generally  sup- 
posed. A  careful  review  of  the  case — a  re-examination  of  all 
the  testimony  and  all  the  facts — has  not  led  to  a  change  of 
judgment  in  a  single  important  particular. 

The  Committee  met,  as  has  been  stated,  Thursday  morning, 
the  4th  of  November,  18G9,  and  adjourned  a  little  after  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  18th.  Up  to  this  point  the 
examinations  were  unavoidably  mostly  ex  parte.  Of  course  the 
work  of  the  Committee  was  incomplete,  and  the  report  then 
sent  out  was  only  a  partial  report — a  report  of  progress  up  to 
that  date.  They  had  gone  far  enough  in  their  examinations, 
however,  to  satisfy  themselves  that,  so  far  as  the  direct 
interests  of  the  establishment  were  concerned,  little  could  be 
gained  by  going  further.  They  were  satisiied  that  if  any  thing 
had  been  lost,  their  examinations  were  not  likely  to  lead  to  its 
recovery ;  that  no  such  amounts  had  been  lost  as  to  embarrass 
the  Concern  in  the  past  or  impair  its  efficiency  in  the  future ; 
that  the  existing  business  methods  were  safe  and  efficient,  and 
that  the  character  of  the  Agent  was  above  reasonable  suspicion. 

Being  thus  assured  that  every  thing  would  be  safe  in  the 
hands  of  the  Agents,  they  thought  it  best  to  leave  it  so  until 
the  meeting  of  the  present  General  Conference.  Then,  if  fur- 
ther investigations  were  deemed  necessar}^,  you  could  order 
them,  and  make  such  provision  for  them  as  would  insure  a  more 
thorough  and  satisfactory  examination  than  it  was  possible  for 
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this  Committee  to  mate  with  the  time  and  means  at  their  dis- 
posal. And  in  this  view  of  the  case,  it  seemed  important  that 
the  Committee  should  act  as  a  unit — that  no  conflicting  reports 
shonld  go  out  from  them.  There  must  be  concessions,  and  un- 
important points  of  difference  in  judgment  must  be  yielded. 
The  report  agreed  upon  does  not,  probably,  express  the  full  and 
exact  judgment  of  any  one  member  of  the  Committee,  yet 
does  express  fairly  the  average  judgment  of  the  whole  up  to 
that  stage  of  the  investigation.  The  mistake  was  in  sending 
it  out  as  final  and  complete.     {See  Document  B.) 

And  this  mistake  was  not  long  in  making  itself  known,  in 
the  wide-spread  dissatisfaction  with  which  the  report  was 
received.  So  deep  and  general  was  this  dissatisfaction,  that 
it  was  soon  found  necessary  to  assemble  the  Committee  again, 
to  finish,  if  possible,  the  work  left  unfinished  before.  This  could 
not  be  properly  called  a  second  investigation,  but  a  continua- 
tion of  the  investigation  already  begun.  Yery  little,  if  any, 
new  testimony  was  obtained  implicating  anybody  in  frauds, 
or  going  to  prove  losses  in  the  Concern,  But  the  testimony 
already  given  was  much  more  thoroughly  sifted,  and  new  light 
was  thrown  upon  several  transactions  that  had  been  left  in 
darkness  before. 

The  second  meeting  began  on  the  27th  of  January,  1870, 
and  adjourned  on  the  10th  of  February,  making  in  all  a  full 
month  of  most  diligent  and  painstaking  research.  The  min- 
utes of  these  and  later  meetings,  together  with  the  testimony 
taken  at  those  meetings,  are  herewith  submitted.  {See  Docu- 
ment C.) 

At  the  two  meetings  over  fifty  witnesses  were  examined, 
some  of  them  more  thaji  once,  and  nearly  all  of  them  at  con- 
siderable length.  Every  aspect  of  the  case  was  carefully  con- 
sidered, and  no  available  source  of  information  was  left  unex- 
plored. The  examination  was  continued  until  Dr.  Lanahan 
informed  the  Committee,  in  answer  to  inquiry,  that  he  had  no 
more  facts  which  he  wished  to  present. 

As  the  Committee  had  no  power  to  compel  witnesses  to  at- 
tend, or  to  testify  when  present,  both  their  attendance  and 
testimony  were  voluntary.  Many  of  them  were  men  of  busi- 
ness, whose  time  was  valuable  ;  many  were  members  of  other 
Churches  or  of  no  Church  at  all ;  yet  it  is  not  known  that  in 
more  than  one  instance  did  any  one  refuse  to  attend,  and  only 
in  two  other  instances  did  a  witness  refuse  to  give  information 
sought,  and  of  which  he  was  known  to  be  in  possession.  From 
statements  made  editorially  in  the  "  Methodist,"  the  Commit- 
tee were  led  to  suppose  that  the  Editor  of  that  paper  might  be 
in  possession  of  facts  which  it  was  important  for  them  to  know. 
He  was  accordingly  requested  to  come  before  them  and  com- 
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mnnicate  such  facts ;  but  thoufjli  the  request  was  repeated,  he 
refused  to  comply.  One  of  tlie  editors  of  the  "  New  York 
Times  "  refused  to  give  the  names  of  certain  persons  from 
whom  he  had  received  information  for  his  paper  concerning 
Book  Room  affairs.  Another  gentleman,  a  member  of  one  of 
the  firms  of  which  large  quantities  of  paper  had  been  pur- 
chased for  the  Book  Concern,  refused  to  inform  the  Committee 
wliether  Mr.  Goodenongh  had  or  had  not  paid  more  for  paper 
tlian  was  paid  by  the  Harpers,  and  other  large  i^ublishing  houses 
that  purcliased  of  the  same  firm.  The  Committee  feel  that  a 
debt  of  gratitude  is  due  those  gentlemen  who  so  kindly  came 
forward  at  their  request,  and  furnished  such  information  as 
would  assist  them  in  reaching  just  conclusions. 

But  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  formal  complainant  or  de- 
fendant— no  one,  that  was  in  any  way  amenable  to  the  Com- 
mittee, charged  with  wrong-doing  unless  by  implication — all 
these  examinations  were  made  under  great  disadvantages.  No 
one  felt  specially  responsible  for  procuring  testimony  and  pre- 
senting it  in  due  form;  witnesses  could  not  be  sworn,  nor  sub- 
jected to  a  searching  cross-examination  ;  and  the  most  obvious 
rules  of  evidence  could  not  be  very  strictly  adhered  to.  As 
the  case  then  stood,  and  as  the  Committee  was  then  organized, 
an  investigation  thorough,  complete,  exhaustive — an  investiga- 
tion of  all  facts,  motives,  influences — of  every  thing  that  might 
have  thrown  light  on  the  whole  subject — could  not  be  made. 
It  was  simply  impossible.  There  came  a  time  afterward  when 
it  might  have  been  made — when  the  Committee  had  assumed 
a  somewhat  judicial  attitude — when  there  was  a  formal  pros- 
ecution and  defense — when  there  were  complaints  so  definite, 
and  far-reaching  that  the  examination,  had  it  then  gone  on, 
must  have  been  as  radical  and  scrutinizing  as  the  most  captious 
could  demand — there  came  such  a  time,  but  that  time  was 
not  now.  Under  the  existing  circumstances,  the  Committee 
did  all  they  could  do  in  ascertaining  facts,  and  in  judging  of 
their  significance. 

After  a  sufficient  mass  of  facts  had  been  accumulated  to  al- 
low of  their  classification,  three  questions  were  proposed  around 
which  those  facts  might  be  grouped,  and  which  might  give 
system  to  further  investigations.  These  questions  were  sup- 
posed to  cover  the  whole  ground,  so  far  as  corruption,  frauds, 
and  losses,  were  concerned.     They  are  as  follows : 

1.  In  respect  of  the  management  or  the  conduct  of  the 
Agents,  or  either  of  them,  has  there  been  any  fraud  or  corrup- 
tion in  the  Book  Concern  ? 

2.  Has  there  been  any  thing  corrupt  or  fraudulent  in  the 
practice  or  conduct  of  any  eini^loye  of  the  Book  Concern,  so 
tar  as  the  Printing  Department  is  concerned? 
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3.  Has  there  been  any  thina:  fraudulent  or  corrupt  in  the 
practice  or  conduct  of  any  employe  in  the  Book  Concern,  so  far 
as  the  Bindery  is  concerned  ? 

These  questions,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  investi2;ation,  were 
all  answered  in  the  negative — the  first  by  a  unanimous  vote ; 
the  second  by  a  vote  of  eleven  out  of  thirteen,  two  declining 
to  vote  either  way ;  and  the  third  by  a  vote  of  nine  to  four. 
H.  Bannister,  as  ab-eady  stated,  was  in  Europe,  and  G.  W. 
Maltby  had  been  excused  and  gone  home  on  account  of 
sickness. 

In  answering  the  second  and  third  of  these  questions,  the 
Committee  acted  in  view  of  the  following  considerations: 

1.  To  affirm  the  existence  of  fraud  or  corruption  in  "  the 
practice  or  conduct  of  any  employe  of  the  Book  Concern  "  in 
either  the  Printing  or  Binding  Department,  would  be  equiva- 
lent to  finding  a  verdict  against  a  well-known  individual — a 
verdict  of  guilty.  It  is  true,  the  convicted  man  would  be  un- 
named in  the  verdict,  yet  he  would  be  well  known  to  all  who 
should  take  an  interest  in  the  case.  It  is  true,  also,  that  such 
verdict  would  bring  upon  the  convict  no  legal  penalty;  but  it 
would  place  upon  him  a  brand  of  infamy,  bnrned  so  deeply 
into  his  good  name  that  time  could  not  efface  it. 

2.  Such  affirmation  could  not,  therefore,  be  righteously  mad© 
upon  evidence  less  conclusive  than  would  justify  a  jury,  acting 
under  oath,  in  finding  a  verdict  of  guilty  against  a  prisoner 
upon  trial  for  a  similar  offense.  If  there  were  a  reasonable 
doubt,  the  accused,  in  the  one  case  as  well  as  the  other,  is  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit  of  that  doubt.  To  justify  acquittal,  the 
evidence  of  innocence  need  not  be  absolutely  conclusive;  but 
the  evidence  of  guilt  must  be  so  to  justify  condemnation. 

3.  Upon  a  careful  analysis  of  the  evidence,  the  Committee 
could  not  say  that  fraud  or  corruption  was  proved  in  either 
department.  In  one  department  the  case  seemed  clear;  and 
in  the  other,  so  many  transactions  which  at  first  impressed  the 
Committee  unfavorably  had  been  explained  to  their  entire  sat- 
isfaction, that  it  seemed  reasonable  to  suppose  that  others, 
which  certainly  looked  no  darker  than  they,  might  be  ex- 
plained also. 

AYith  these  views,  the  Committee  felt  that  they  would  be 
criminal  if  they  should  affirm  that  fraud  or  corruption  existed 
in  either  department.  Such  a  decision  would  certainly  inflict 
very  great  injury — probably  very  great  wrong. 

When  they  came  to  consider  the  question  of  losses  in  the 
Concern,  they  found  that  the  same  considerations  applied,  and 
with  almost  the  same  force.  Losses  to  any  thing  like  the 
amounts  claimed  could  not  have  taken  place  without  fraud,  or 
criminal  carelessness,  or  want  of  capacity  for  business.     In- 
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deed,  they  were  mostly  charged  as  the  result  of  fraud,  and 
Buch  -would  have  been  the  oreneral  judgment  if  they  had  been 
found  to  exist. 

But  the  evidence  of  losses  was  not  more  conclusive  tlian  the 
evidence  of  frauds,  hence  the  same  judgment  was  reached  in 
regard  to  them.  A  simple  negative  was  the  answer  in  both 
cases.  The  Committee  affirmed  nothing.  They  had  trav- 
ersed every  allegation  of  fraud,  corruption,  defalcation,  and 
loss,  had  carefully  weighed  all  the  evidence  obtained  in  it3 
support,  and  in  every  case  the  answer  was  substantially  this — 
not  proved  ;  and  nothing  more. 

The  inference  was  logical,  that,  if  during  such  an  investiga- 
tion, frauds  and  losses  had  not  been  proved,  there  was  little 
probability  that  they  existed.  There  was  certainly  a  feeling 
of  relief  in  the  minds  of  most  of  the  Committee  and  othera 
who  had  witnessed  the  investigation.  Yet,  whatever  may 
have  been  their  opinions,  or  whatever  inferences  may  have 
been  drawn  by  others,  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  care- 
fully guarded  at  this  point.  There  is  nothing  in  it  that  would 
have  been  contradicted,  if  subsequent  investigations  had 
brought  to  light  wrongs  ever  so  great.  If  the  existence  of 
such  wrongs  was  proved  by  the  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
then  the  judgment  was  erroneous;  but  beyond  this  not  proved, 
no  judgment  was  given  or  reported. 

The  co}}cliisio?i  oidy  was  reported,  and  not  the  evidence 
upon  which  it  was  based.  This  course  has  been  censured,  and 
is  regarded  as  a  mistake  by  many  who  intend  to  deal  candidly 
with  the  Committee.  And  you  have  a  right  to  know  the  con- 
eiderations  which  determined  our  course  in  this  matter. 

1.  To  have  published  the  evidence  in  extenso  would  have 
required  a  large  and  expensive  volume.  Much  of  the  matter 
was  irrelevant,  much  of  it  was  encumbered  with  verbiage  and 
repetition,  and  much  of  it  was  unavoidably  brought  out  with- 
out the  least  regard  to  logical  arrangement.  It  would  have 
been  a  volume  almost  or  quite  unintelligible  to  readers  in 
general.  In  this  form  the  Committee  did  not  think  the  Church 
at  large,  or  the  General  Conference,  would  justify  them  in  its 
publication. 

2.  To  condense  and  arrange  it.  eliminating  every  thing 
Buperfluous  or  irrelevant,  and  reducing  the  whole  to  order, 
would  have  required  an  amount  and  kind  of  labor  utterly  im- 
possible during  the  session  of  the  Committee.  To  have  accom- 
plished it,  either  that  session  must  have  been  lengthened  out 
Tinri'asoiiably,  or  a  sub-committee  appointed  to  prepare  it,  and 
another  general  meeting  held  to  examine  and  adopt  their 
work. 

3.  Such   was  the  partisan  feeling  already  existing,  that  no 
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satisfactory  revision  of  the  evidence  was  possible.  Nothing 
could  be  left  out,  nothing  rearranged,  without  incurring  the 
charge  of  unfairness  in  one  quarter  or  another.  A  minority 
of  the  Committee  attempted  something  of  the  kind  on  a  small 
scale — how  satisfactorily  the  General  Conference  can  judge, 
when  you  have  waded  through  the  whole  mass.  Other 
attempts  have  been  made  to  give  a  summary  of  the  case,  but 
the  reception  given  these  productions  has  thus  far  failed  to 
convince  the  Committee  of  an  error  in  not  attempting  it. 

4.  As  will  appear  presently,  the  Committee  had  reason  to 
believe  that,  by  common  consent,  the  whole  matter  would  be 
permitted  to  rest  in  quiet  until  the  General  Conference.  In 
that  case,  a  publication  of  the  evidence  in  any  form  would  be 
unnecessary.  Not  only  so,  such  a  document  would  be  an  occa- 
sion of  continued  excitement  and  irritation.  And  now,  what- 
ever may  be  your  judgment  of  our  course,  to  which  we  are  by 
no  means  indifferent,  we  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  feeling 
that  we  have  not,  by  any  such  publication,  contributed  to  thai 
needless  and  wicked  agitation  which  has  been  so  persistently 
kept  up. 

The  report  is  herewith  submitted,  and  alono;  with  it  the 
report  of  the  minority.     {See  Document  D.) 

All  parties  seemed  agreed  that  nothing  could  be  gained  by 
keeping  up  the  agitation.  If  it  were  even  admitted  that  dis- 
honest or  incompetent  men  had  been  in  the  Concern,  they 
were  not  there  now.  If  there  had  been  serious  faults  in  the 
business  methods,  they  existed  no  longer.  The  Concern  was 
now  safe  and  prosperous,  and  continued  agitation  could  only 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  Church,  and  weaken  confidence  just 
where  it  was  necessary  to  success  and  usefulness.  It  was 
thought  that  now,  if  not  before,  the  whole  matter  might  safely 
and  advantageously  await  the  review  of  this  General  Confer- 
ence. Dr.  Lanahan  concurred  in  this  view,  and  gave  assur- 
ances that  now,  having  discharged  his  duty  in  bringing  the 
matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee,  he  would  cease'^from 
agitating  the  subject,  and  in  future  devote  himself  to  the  proper 
business  of  the  Concern,  until  the  whole  case  could  be  laid 
before  you. 

At  least,  the  Committee  so  understood  him,  and  with  this 
understanding  dropped  the  inquiry  at  this  point,  instead  of  go- 
ing on  according  to  the  plan  of  investigation  adopted  some  days 
before.  That  plan  contemplated,  in  addition  to  the  three 
questions  actually  considered,  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  and 
temper  of  the  Agents,  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  thino- 
in  their  personal  relations  with  each  other,  or  in  the  probable 
course  of  boch  or  either  of  them  thereafter,  that  would  imperil 
the  Concern  or  seriously  lessen  its  efficiency.     And  this  branch 
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of  the  inquirv  was  dropped  in  consideration  of  a  definite  nnder- 
standino;  with  both  tlie  Accents,  that  they  would  devote  them- 
selves to  the  current  business  of  the  Concern,  and  avoid  every- 
thing that  would  foment  discord  or  agitate  the  public;  leaving 
all  questions  concerning  the  past  to  be  settled  as  you  in  your 
wisdom  jnight  direct. 

This  the  Committee  considered  safe,  and  with  this  under- 
standing the  Keport  was  drawn  up,  and  they  adjourned,  expeet- 
ino;  to  meet  no  more  until  the  7iext  falh  They  still  l)elieve 
this  plan  was  practicable  and  judicious,  and  that  if  it  had  been 
acted  upon,  the  Church  at  large  would  have  acquiesced,  quiet 
and  confidence  would  have  been  restored,  and  the  case  would 
have  come  before  this  General  Conference  without  any  of  the 
complications  and  personal  bitterness  that  now  embarrass  it. 

But  it  was  not  acted  upon,  and  the  consequences  have  been 
most  deplorable.  The  Committee  had  hardly  reached  their 
homes,  when  an  inflammatory  ^^  fly-sJieef''  was  printed  and  cir- 
culated, how  extensively  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  At 
the  session  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  held  soon  afterward, 
speeches  were  made  still  more  inflammatory,  and  thence  scat- 
tered broadcast  by  means  of  the  secular  press.  {See  Docu- 
ment L.) 

It  was  in  JS'ew  York  city,  however,  that  the  most  vigorous 
efforts  seem  to  have  been  put  forth,  and  with  a  success  that 
for  a  time  threatened  the  most  serious  consequences.  So  fierce 
and  unscrupulous  were  these  hostile  demonstrations,  and  so 
vigorous  withal,  that  many  friends  of  the  Book  Concern  trem- 
bled for  its  safety. 

The  danger  was  probably  overestimated,  but  it  was  thought 
necessary  by  many,  in  and  around  Kew  York,  that  measures 
should  be  at  once  taken  to  meet  it ;  and  in  the  belief  that  Dr. 
Lanahan  was  mainly  responsible  for  the  agitation,  a  bill  of 
charges  against  him  was  drawn  up  and  sent  to  members  of  the 
Committee,  together  M'ith  an  urgent  reqnest  for  their  early  in- 
vestigation. For  furnishing  proof  of  these  charges,  the  signers, 
ministers  and  laymen,  held  themselves  responsible.  Accord- 
ingly the  Committee  were  convened  on  the  19th  of  May,  1S70, 
and  adjourned  on  the  21st,  deferring  action  upon  the  charges 
until  tlie  annual  meeting  in  October  following. 

This,  after  the  most  careful  deliberation,  was  thought  to  be 
safe,  and  the  best  that  could  be  done  under  the  circumstances. 
1)  An  investigation  could  not  commence  until  some  time  in 
the  summer,  and  could  not  be  completed  before  many  of  those 
whose  presence  was  considered  essential  would  be  away  from 
the  city,  thereby  causing  much  inconvenience,  it  might  be,  very 
serious  embarrassment.  2)  It  was  thought  impossible  for  the 
Bishops,  reduced  as  their  numbers  were,  to  give  the  subject  at 
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that  time  the  attention  which  its  importance  denianded,  3)  The 
Cotuniittee  were  exceedinsflj  reluctant  to  resort  to  extreme 
measures,  well  knowinp;  that  an  investiscation  of  the  cliarijes 
would  l)e  lonor  and  excitino;,  and  that  nothing;  but  extreme  neces- 
sity could  justify  it.  And  there  was  hope  that  by  the  time  of  the 
annual  raeetino;  of  tlie  Couiraitteetbe  aspect  of  things  would 
so  chancre  that  such  investigation  would  be  unnecessary — tliat 
the  whole  matter  miojht  still  fjo  over  to  the  General  Conference 
according:;  to  the  former  expectation. 

But  the  a2:itation  was  kept  up,  and,  as  a  consequence,  when 
the  Committee  met  in  Cincinnati  on  the  26th  of  October,  1870, 
the  charires  were  again  pressed,  with  some  new  complaints 
added.  At  tliis  meetingr  all  the  members  of  the  Committee 
were  present  except  G.  W.  Woodruff,  who  was  absent  from 
tlie  country,  and  J.  H.  Moore,  who  was  not  present  on  account 
of  important  public  business.  After  a  most  careful  and  pains- 
takino;  consideration  of  the  case,  the  Committee  could  see  no 
way  to  avoid  a  formal  investisjation,  and  took  measures  accord- 
ingly. Dr.  Lanahan  was  suspended  from  his  office  as  Assist- 
ant Book  Agent,  was  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  the 
investigation,  and,  under  suitable  safeguards,  allowed  access 
to  all  books  and  papers  that  he  might  deem  necessary  to  prep- 
aration for  his  defense.  All  the  effective  Bishops  were  notified 
of  the  action  of  the  Committee,  and  requested  to  be  present  at 
the  investigation.    {See  Charges,  marked  E.) 

Tlie  meeting  for  this  purpose  was  held  at  805  Broadway, 
New  York,  commencing  Jan.  12, 1871.  Bishops  Janes,  Scott, 
Ames,  and  Simpson  were  in  attendance,  and  during  the  pre- 
liminary arrangements  made  the  following  communication: 

To  the  Book  Committee : 

Dear  Brethren:  In  accordance  with  your  request  dated 
Nov.  1,  1870,  we  are  here  to  be  present  at  the  investigation, 
before  the  Book  Committee,  touching  the  official  conduct  of 
Rev.  John  Lanahan,  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New  York. 

This  case  being  without  precedent  in  our  Church,  and  this 
being  the  first  instance  in  which  the  Discipline  of  the  Church 
relating  to  it  has  been  administered,  we  have  deemed  it 
proper  to  confer  together  as  to  our  authority  and  duty  in  the 
case. 

1.  After  consultation,  we  are  of  opinion  that  we  are  not  to 
act  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Book  Committee,  but  as  a  con- 
current authority  in  determining  the  results  of  the  investiga- 
tion. 

2.  The  Committee  must  conduct  the  investigation  according 
to  their  own  judgment.  We  hold,  however,  that  as  a  concur- 
rent authority  in  the  final  determination  of  the  case,  we  have 
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a  rifjlit  to  require  such  information  as  we  raaj  deem  necessary 
to  enable  us  to  form  an  intelligent  and  just  judgment. 

3.  As  our  official  action  is  subject  to  review  by  the  General 
Conference,  to  which  body  we  are  directly  amenable,  we  deem 
it  necessary  to  have  a  full  and  perfect  record  of  our  participa- 
tion in  the  proceedings,  that  we  may  submit  the  same  to  that 
body.  For  this  reason,  and  to  aid  us  in  our  consultations 
when  by  ourselves,  we  have  secured  a  secretary  to  make  for 
our  use  such  a  i-ecord.  (Signed,) 

Edmund  S.  Janes,  L.  Scott, 

M.  Simpson,  E.  R.  Ames. 

Ne\v  York,  Jan.  12,  1871. 

A  period  was  now  reached,  the  first  and  the  last  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  case,  when  a  thorough  investigation,  not  only  of 
the  case  of  the  Assistant  Agent,  but  of  the  Book  Concern  also, 
was  possible — such  an  investigation  as  would  lay  open  the 
inner  history-  of  the  Concern  from  its  origin,  if  necessary — such 
an  investigation  as  would  reveal  the  origin  and  history  of  the 
existing  agitation — the  motives,  aims,  and  aniynus  of  all  parties 
concerned  in  it — ^just  such  an  investigation  as  the  public  had 
been  clamoring  for,  and  for  failing  in  which,  heretofore,  the 
Committee  had  been  so  severely  censured. 

That  the  case  would  be  vigorously  prosecuted,  and  as  vigor- 
ously defended,  there  was  the  most  ample  security.  For 
though  the  official  conduct  of  Dr.  Lanahan  was  ostensibly  un- 
der examination,  yet,  whether  by  accident  or  design,  the 
charges  against  him  had  been  so  framed  as  to  subject  the  Book 
Concern  itself,  during  Dr.  Carlton's  administration  at  least,  to 
an  inspection  so  searching,  that  there  would  be  little  chance  for 
any  thing  wrong  to  escape  detection.  If  there  had  been  fraud, 
corruption,  and  loss,  Dr.  Lanahan  would  not  only  have  the 
opportunity  of  showing  it,  but  would  be  almost  compelled  to 
show  it,  in  self-defense.  If  there  had  been  none,  Dr.  Carlton 
and  his  former  associates  could  vindicate  themselves  by  just 
such  an  examination,  and  in  no  other  way.  If  only  one  leaf 
was  left  unturned,  that  might  be  suspected  and  charged  as 
containing  the  record  of  wrong.  Reputation  and  standing 
were  at  stake  on  both  sides. 

And  on  both  sides  able  and  vigilant  attorneys  were  em- 
ployed. All  evidence  of  whatever  description  would  be  sub- 
jected to  the  severest  tests,  and  its  bearing  upon  the  case  clear- 
ly and  accurately  determined.  The  Conunittee  had  taken  on 
something  of  a  judicial  character,  and,  as  far  as  was  necessary 
for  the  purposes  of  the  investigation,  would  exercise  judicial 
powers.  For  though  they  did  not  assume  to  be  a  court,  their 
functions  throughout  would   be  quasi  judicial;  and,  for  the 
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sake  of  order,  as  well  as  from  the  necessities  of  the  case,  all  the 
proceedings  would  be  according  to  judicial  forms,  and,  in  gen- 
eral, subject  to  judicial  rules  and  usages.  Four  Bishops  were 
iu  attendance,  whose  responsibilities  would  compel  them  to 
watch  the  proceedings  at  every  step,  and  weigh  carefully  every 
item  of  evidence,  as  in  one  of  two  alternatives  the  final  decis- 
ion of  the  case  would  be  with  them. 

In  tliis  state  of  things,  an  investigation  comprehensive, 
minute,  scrutinizing,  was  not  only  possible,  but  unavoidable; 
and  if  the  case  was  ever  to  be  inquired  into  by  the  Book 
Committee,  this  was  obviously  the  time.  Every  thing  was 
in  readiness.  And  yet  there  were  strong  reasons  why  the 
Committee  might  still  wish  for  some  other  solution  of  the 
difficulty. 

1.  The  investigation  would  consume  much  valuable  time. 
How  long  it  would  last  none  could  foretell — weeks,  certainly, 
and  perhaps  many  of  them.  And  all  this  time  four  Bishops 
and  fifteen  Pastors  would  be  kept  from  their  work,  to  the  det- 
riment of  their  several  fields  of  labor.  Besides,  the  time  of 
many  other  ministers  and  not  a  few  laymen  would  be  more  or 
less  broken  in  upon,  while  the  whole  Church  would  stand  still 
to  watch  the  proceedings. 

2.  It  was  not  at  all  certain  that  the  investigation  could  be 
completed  before  the  Bishops  would  be  called  away  to  attend 
the  spring  Conferences.  And  in  this  case  the  proceedings 
must  have  been  adjourned  until  at  least  two  of  the  Bishops 
could  find  time  to  go  on  with  them. 

3.  It  would  in  any  case  be  very  expensive,  and  if  adjourned, 
the  expense  would  be  largely  increased. 

4.  But,  what  was  still  more  important,  it  had  become  evi- 
dent that  life-long  heart-burnings  would  be  engendered  among 
brethren  who  ought  to  dwell  together  in  unity;  that  old 
wounds  would  be  opened  afresh,  which  might  never  again  be 
healed  ;  and  that  the  general  demoralization  of  our  Christian 
forces  would  probably  be  a  greater  evil  than  the  loss  of  timQ 
and  money  combined. 

But  the  Committee  saw  no  way  to  avoid  the  investigation, 
without  the  infliction  of  evils  greater  than  any  or  all  of  these. 
They  had  felt  compelled  to  undertake  it,  and  now  they  felt 
compelled  to  go  on  with  it.  They  saw  no  way  of  escape, 
without  proving  recreant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  them.  Ac- 
cordingly, they  had  assumed  the  appropriate  organization ;  all 
parties  were  in  readiness ;  the  charges  were  read  by  the  pros- 
ecution, and  responded  to  by  the  defense;  and  the  attorney 
for  the  complainants  had  risen  to  open  the  case. 

Just  at  this  juncture  the  Bishops  interposed  the  following 
document : 
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To  the  Booh  Committee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  : 

Dear  Brethren  :  In  our  relations  to  the  Book  Commit 
tee,  we  desire  to  act  on  all  questions  with  the  utmost  frankness 
and  courtesy.  Heretofore  we  have  not  been  consulted  by  your 
bodv  as  to  the  questions  involved  in  this  investi2;ation.  Of 
this  we  do  not  complain;  but  it  seems  to  us  that  a  point  has 
jiow  been  reached,  when  courtesy  to  the  Committee,  as  well  as 
a  due  regard  to  our  own  responsibilities  in  the  premises,  requires 
us  to  make  the  followino;  statements  : 

1.  In  meeting  with  the  Committee,  at  their  reqnest,  to  act 
concurrently  with  them  in  this  investigation,  we  must  not  be 
understood  as  sharing  in  any  sense,  or  to  any  extent,  tlie  re- 
sponsibility of  receiving  or  entertaining  charges  against  an 
Editor  or  A^ent,  prepared  and  presented  as  these  have  been. 
Yet  as  these  charges  have  been  received  and  entertained  by 
the  Committee,  we  consider  it  to  be  our  duty  to  proceed  with 
them  in  the  investigation, 

2.  We  cannot  act  as  a  concurrent  authority  in  any  investi- 
gation, except  as  to  the  official  conduct  of  an  Editor  or  Agent. 
The  Editors  and  the  Agents,  if  traveling  preachers,  are  amena- 
ble for  their  moral  and  ministerial  conduct  to  the  same  ecclesi- 
astical authority  as  any  other  ministers  of  the  Church.  They 
are  members  of  Annual  Conferences,  and  are  officially  con- 
nected with  Quarterly  Conferences,  and  are  thus  placed  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Presiding  Elders  in  the  intervals  of  the 
Annual  Conferences.  As  Bishops,  we  cannot  consider  and 
give  official  decisions  upon  such  matters  as  come  properly  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Annual  Conferences  when  in  session,  or 
of  Presiding  Elders  in  the  interval  of  said  Conferences. 

3.  It  has  long  been  a  rule  in  our  judicial  administration,  not 
to  allow  third  parties  to  prefer  charges  of  slander,  or  of  slan- 
derous utterances,  and  this  administration  has  never  been  ex- 
cepted to  by  the  General  Conference.  We  must  abide  by  this 
rule  in  this  investigation,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 

4.  We  do  not  judge  it  proper  for  us  to  consider  the  general 
fitness  or  unfitness  for  the  office,  of  any  man  appointed  by  the 
General  Conference  as  Editor  or  Agent,  unless  the  cause  of 
such  alleged  unfitness  has  occurred  since  his  election.  As  pro- 
vided in  the  Discipline,  we  may  in  given  contingencies  pass 
upon  official  conduct,  but  not  upon  general  fitness  for  office 
except  as  above. 

(Signed,)  E.  S.  Janes,  L.  Scott, 

M.  Simpson,  E.  K  Ames, 

This  paper  took  every  one  by  surprise.  An  expression  in 
the  very  first  paragraph  was  understood  and  felt  as  a  rebuke  to 
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the  Committee  for  not  liaving  consulted  with  the  Bishops  in 
regard  to  this  case.  And  it  was  felt  as  an  unmerited  rebuke. 
In  the  earlier  investiirations,  the  only  Bishop  to  whom  they 
had  access  had  been  very  freely  consulted.  During  the  meet- 
ing at  Cincinnati,  where  Dr.  Lanahan  was  suspended,  Bishop 
Clark  was  present,  and  was  consulted  so  far  as  he  felt  it  ])ru- 
dent  to  give  advice;  and  since  then  there  had  been  no  oppor- 
tunity and  no  occasion  for  consultation,  until  we  met  here. 
Then  the  Bishops  were  invited  to  meet  with  the  Committee  in 
private  conference,  while  for  a  day  and  a  half  preliminaries 
were  freely  discussed,  in  which  discussions  they  expressly  de- 
clined to  participate. 

But  this  feature  of  the  paper,  though  it  gave  pain  at  the 
time,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  of 
course  had  no  influence  upon  the  subsequent  action  of  the 
Committee,  But  other  features  of  it  had  influence,  resulting 
in  a  discontinuance  of  the  proceedings.  At  the  moment  of  its 
presentation  no  one  seemed  to  know  what  to  do,  and  for  a  short 
time  the  investigation  was  allowed  to  go  on.  It  was  then  inter- 
rupted by  motions,  propositions,  and  discussions,  and,  after  three 
days,  spent  by  the  Comnnttee  in  private  conference  with  the 
Bishops  and  each  other,  was  finally  discontinued.  This  discon- 
tinuance, like  most  other  acts  of  the  Committee,  has  been 
severely  censured,  and  was  at  the  time  set  down  as  another 
blunder  on  their  part.  So  at  least  three  of  their  own  number 
regarded  it,  and  entered  their  protest  accordingly.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  is  certainly  due  the  General  Confei-ence 
that  some  of  the  more  important  reasons  for  this  course  should 
be  given. 

As  already  seen,  the  Committee  had  entered  upon  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  charges  against  Dr.  Lanahan  with  great  re- 
luctance, and  only  when  they  felt  that  they  must  do  it,  or 
prove  unfaithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  them.  And  a  minor- 
ity— a  small  but  influential  minority — had  always  considered 
the  proceeding  unnecessary  and  unwise,  and  of  course  their 
judgment  was  not  without  weight.  The  Committee  saw  the 
wide  range  the  investigation  would  take,  the  grave  conse- 
quences that  would  result,  and  knew  that  formidable  diffi- 
culties would  be  encountered.  But  now  the  matter  was 
more  complicated  than  ever,  and  a  class  of  difficulties  had 
arisen  which  they  had  not  looked  for.  The  conviction  was 
strong  in  many  minds,  if  not  all,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
position  assumed  by  the  Bishops,  the  case  could  not  proceed 
without  the  most  serious  embarrassment  while  in  progress, 
and  almost  certain  failure  to  reach  a  result  that  would  be 
final. 

They  regarded  the  paper  as,  in  eflfect,  a  veto  in  advance,  in 
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case  a  decision  should  be  readied  unfavorable  to  Dr.  Lanahan. 
The}'  understood  it  as  a  notification  from  the  Bi?ho])5  that 
the  char£ces  did  not  come  within  the  cognizance  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  the  contemplated  proceedings  would  be  un- 
authorized, and  that  conclusions  requiring  their  concurrence 
to  give  them  force  would  not  be  concurred  in  by  them.  The 
implication  clearly  was,  that  the  Committee  were  usurping 
the  powers  of  an  Annual  Conference. 

All  this  was  done  very  cautiously,  and  indirectly,  but  none 
the  less  strongly.  The  Bishops  ostensibly  defined  only  their 
own  powers — but  it  was  as  a  ''"concurrent  autharity,'''  and  the 
implication  could  not  be  mistaken.  They  did  not  say  that 
the  Committee  had  done  or  contemplated  doing  any  thing  il- 
legal ;  but  if  such  were  not  their  judgment,  there  could  be  no 
assignable  reason  for  the  judicial  opinions  given.  They  did 
not'affirm  that  the  Committee  were  imperiling  themselves; 
but  they  would  not  take  the  risk  of  going  along  with  them  as 
a  concurrent  authority.  Th^y  "  must  not  be  understood  as 
sharing,  in  any  sense  or  to  any  extent,  the  responsibility  of 
receiving  or  entertaining  charges  against  an  Editor  or  Agent, 
prepared  and  presented  as  these  have  been."  They  *'  cannot 
act  as  a  concurrent  authority  in  any  investigation,  except  as 
to  the  official  conduct  of  an  Editor  or  Agent."  They  ''  can- 
not consider  and  give  official  decisions  upon  such  matters  as 
come  properly  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Annual  Conference3 
when  in  session,  or  of  Presiding  Elders  in  the  interval  of  said 
Conferences."  They  cannot,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned, 
"  allow  third  parties  to  prefer  charges  of  slander  or  slanderous 
utterances."  They  "  do  not  judge  it  proper  for  them  to  con- 
sider the  general  fitness  or  unfitness  for  the  office  of  any  man 
appointed  by  the  General  Conference  as  Editor  or  Agent, 
unless  the  cause  of  such  alleged  unfitness  has  occurred  since 
his  election." 

Of  course,  if  it  was  unsafe  for  the  Bishops  to  act  as  "  a  con- 
current authority,^''  it  was  unsafe  for  the  Committee ;  and  if 
the  Committee,  according  to  the  clearly  implied  opinion  of 
the  Bishops,  were  acting  without  authority,  then  would  their 
decisions  be  without  force. 

It  was  clear  that,  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  Bishops, 
every  one  of  these  objectionable  elements  entered  into  the 
charges  as  they  were  before  the  Committee,  and  to  such  an 
extent  that  to  eliminate  them  would  be  to  destroy  the  force  of 
the  charges  themselves.  The  names  of  some  of  the  charges 
might  be  changed,  but  the  substance  must  remain  in  most 
cases,  or  the  facts  sought  for  on  both  sides  could  not  be 
reached,  and  the  investigation  would  amount  to  nothing.  It 
was  very  evident  that  the  case  must  proceed  substantially  as 
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it  was    befrnn,   or  it   must   stop    altogether.     Any  important 
change  of  issue  was  impossible. 

The  very  grave  importance  of  this  document,  apart  from  its 
bearing  upon  this  particular  case,  must  secure  for  it  the  most 
serious  consideration  on  the  part  of  this  General  Conference. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Committee  had  not  thought  it 
necessary  to  inquire  into  any  of  these  points  raised  by  the 
Bishops,  as  none  of  them  were  supposed  to  be  involved  in  the 
case  before  them.  They  supposed  themselves  acting  within 
the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  law.  Every  act  and  word  com- 
plained of  in  the  charges  preferred  against  Dr.  Lanahan  were 
charfjed  as  having  been  done  or  spoken  by  him  in  the  exercise 
of  liis  official  functions,  and  not  otherwise  ;  and  were  therefore 
regarded  as  official  conduct,  whatever  might  be  their  moral 
aspects,  and  to  whatever  penalties  they  might  subject  him  in  his 
conference.  The  Committee  could  not  disturb  his  Conference 
relations,  nor  could  the  Conference  meddle  with  his  official 
relations.  And  though  the  two  bodies  miglit  take  cognizance 
of  the  same  acts — this  in  their  moral  aspects,  that  in  their 
official ;  this  as  they  bear  upon  his  conference  relations,  that 
as  they  affect  his  official  relations  to  the  Book  Concern — yet 
their  jurisdiction  is  wholly  distinct  and  dissimilar,  and  caniiot 
by  any  possibility  come  into  collision.  The  Committee,  there- 
fore, supposed  themselves  proceeding  to  investigate  the  official 
conduct,  and  the  ajficial  conduct  only^  of  the  Assistant  Book 
Agent  at  jSTew  York. 

But  the  Bishops  were  understood  to  take  a  different  view 
of  the  case,  and  to  express  their  determination  to  act,  as  of 
course  they  should  act,  upon  their  own  judgment. 

This  judgment  and  this  purpose,  thus  officially  announced 
at  such  a  time,  may  well  be  supposed  to  have" had  a  most 
startling  effect — to  have  made  the  most  resolute  waver,  and  to 
have  confirmed  the  doubts  of  such  as  had  any  misgivings  be- 
fore; and  the  effect  was  to  render  an  abandonment  of  the 
case  inevitable.  The  only  remaining  question  was  a  question 
of  time.  The  case  might  go  on  for  a  time  and  then  break 
down,  or  it  might  be  discontinued  at  once.  Had  it  not  been 
for  this  interposition,  the  investigation  would  most  certainly 
have  been  prosecuted  to  the  end  ;  but  from  the  moment  of 
that  interposition,  it  was  equally  certain  that  it  must  cease. 
A  majority  of  the  Committee  would,  no.  doubt,  have  chosen  to 
go  on,  notwithstanding  the  embarrassment,  if  the  body  had 
been  unanimously  in  favor  of  it,  or  nearly  so.  But  with 
a  strong  niinonty  determinedly  opposed  to  it,  and  in  the 
face  of  such  obstacles,  the  hope  of  accomplishing  any  good  re- 
sult by  attempting  to  proceed  with  the  investigation  seemed 
preposterous. 

37 
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Whether,  then,  it  was  better  to  close  up  the  case  as  it  was 
done,  or  attempt  its  further  continuance,  remains,  and  must 
forever  remain,  an  open  question.  Indeed,  whether  by  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  investioatiou  itself,  bv  whatever  influences 
it  may  have  been  brought  about,  a  irreat  ^ood  was  lost  or  a 
proat  danjrer  avoided,  no  man  knows  or  can  know. 

Ir  is  doubtful  whether  any  body  was  quite  satisfied  with  this 
unfimely  ending  of  an  investigation  for  which  such  thorough 
preparation  had  been  made,  and  from  which  so  much  had 
been  expected.  And  it  w^as  not  discontinued  without  the 
adoption  of  measures  intended  to  quiet  to  some  extent  the  pub- 
lic mind,  secure  as  far  as  possible  an  harmonious  administration 
of  Book  Room  affaii*s  by  the  Agents,  and  provide  for  a  thor- 
ough inspection  of  the  books  and  business  methods  of  the  Con- 
cern. A  Sub-Committee  of  three  members  was  appointed, 
who,  in  conjunction  with  Bishop  Scott,  and  with  the  approval 
of  Messrs.  Fancher  and  Reynolds,  the  two  leading  attorneys, 
were  to  appoint  competent  and  impartial  accountants  to  make 
the  proposed  examination,  and  report  the  result  to  the  Book 
Committee  at  its  next  annual  meeting. 

The  action  of  the  Committee  in  thus  disposing  of  the  case 
received  the  approval  of  the  Bishops  in  the  following  com- 
munication, made  to  the  Committee  on  the  day  of  final  ad- 
journment, January  21st,  1871  : 

To  the  Booh  Committee : 

Dea-R  Brethren:  We  received  your  request  to  be  present 
at  this  investigation  of  the  case  of  Dr.  Lanahan  while  we  were 
holding  our  annual  meeting  in  Baltimore.  "We  felt  very  pro- 
foundly the  gravity  and  difficulty  of  the  duty. 

We  thereupon  appointed  a  committee  of  our  Board,  to  ex- 
amine the  different  enactments  of  the  General  Conference,  and 
the  present  Discipline  relating  to  the  subject.  We  met  in 
Philadelphia  two  days  before  you  convened  us  here,  to  confer 
with  reference  to  our  understanding  of  the  law,  and  as  to  the 
nature  and  extent  of  our  responsibilities  in  the  premises. 

The  result  of  these  careful  deliberations  is  embodied  in  the 
two  papers  presented  to  the  Committee.  We  believe  that 
those  papers  state  the  constitutional  and  statute  laws  of  the 
Church  on  the  subject,  and  we  felt  ourselves  constrained  to 
present  them,  from  a  clear  conviction  of  duty  to  all  the  parties 
interested  in  this  investigation. 

We  have  been  led  to  make  this  statement,  as  our  communi- 
cation is  referred  to  in  your  final  action. 

In  the  further  procedure  of  your  Committee  in  the  execu- 
tive session,  we  had  no  strictly  official  connection,  nor  in  your 
final  action  had  we  any  official  authority.     Yet  as  you  court- 
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eonsly  invited  us  to  be  present  at  your  executive  sessions,  and 
requested  our  opinions  during  your  deliberations,  we  deem  it 
to  be  both  respectful  and  proper  to  add  the  following  state- 
ment : 

^  "We  are  happy  to  say  that  we  witnessed  with  great  satisftic- 
tiou  the  anxiety  and  carefulness  with  which  you  considered  all 
the  delicate  and  perplexing  questions  upon  which  you  have 
been  called  to  act. 

We  also  fully  appreciated  all  the  complications  and  embar- 
rassments surrounding  the  case,  and  we  were  fully  aware  that 
there  was  room  for  honest  differences  of  opinion.  But  after 
having  listened  to  the  discussion,  and  after  full  and  careful  de- 
liberation, we  are  prepared  to  say  that  your  action  in  the  case 
meets  our  approval,  as  having  been  wise  and  proper ;  and  we 
believe  it  will  be  conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Church 
and  of  all  concerned.     (Signed,)   E.  S.  Janes,     L.  Scott, 

M.  Simpson,    E.  K.  Ames. 

After  the  action  in  the  case  was  thus  completed,  there  was 
hope  that  the  united  influence  of  the  Bishops  would  avail  to 
maintain  quiet  at  headquarters  ;  that  candid  men  every-wliere, 
even  if  not  quite  satisfied,  would  nevertheless  suspend  judg- 
ment ;  and  that,  for  the  present  at  least,  agitation  would  cease. 
And  in  this  hope,  not  oversanguine,  the  Committee  adjourned. 
{See  Document  PI.) 

The  Sub-Committee  afterward  had  two  laborious  sessions, 
but  failed  to  agree  upon  accountants  whom  both  the  attorneys 
would  approve.  Of  course  but  little  was  gained  in  the  way 
of  quiet,  and  nothing  toward  the  adjustment  of  the  existing 
diflaculties. 

The  parties  interested  in  the  investigation  had  consented 
reluctantly  to  its  discontinuance.  Dr.  Carlton,  whose  admin- 
istration was  called  in  question,  had  urged  that  if  it  were  dis- 
continued, some  arrangement  should  be  niade  for  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  books  and  business  of  the  Book  Concern, 
and  had  acquiesced  in  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee for  such  examination.  But  now,  this  measure  having 
failed,  and  charges  of  mismanagement  of  the  Concern  being 
still  current,  he  felt  that  he  could  rest  under  these  charges  no 
longer.  He  accordingly  employed  three  accountants,  men  of 
repute  for  ability  and  integrity,  and  set  them  upon  an  examina- 
tion, with  instructions  to  make  it^s  thorough  and  far-reaching 
as  was  necessary  to  a  perfect  understanding  of  all  questions 
involved.  These  instructions,  together  with  a  correspondence 
that  grew  out  of  this  measure,  are  found  in  the  accompanying 
pamphlet,  marked  "  F."  For  this  arrangement  the  Committee 
are  in  no  way  responsible,  yet  as  it  forms  a  somewhat  notice- 


580        ,  Journal  of  the  General  Conference.  [1872. 

able  feature  in  the  history  of  this  case,  your  attention  is  called 

to  it. 

When  the  Committee  adjourned  on  the  21st  of  January, 
1871,  it  was  without  the  slightest  expectation  of  comino-  to- 
gether again  nntil  the  annual  meeting  in  February,  1872. 
But  about  the  middle  of  May  following  they  received  by  tele- 
graph the  startling  intelligence  that  Dr.  Lanahan  had  com- 
inenced  a  suit  which  woiild  bring  the  Book  Concern  into  the 
secular  Courts.  This  rendered  an  immediate  meeting  of  the 
Book  Committee  necessary,  in  order  to  consult  concerning  this 
new  danger. 

They  came  together,  accordingly,  on  the  25th  of  May,  when 
it  was  found  that  Dr.  Lanahau  had  sued  Dr.  Carlton  and  the 
Book  Concern  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New 
Fork,  for  a  writ  of  mandamus.,  to  get  possession  of  the  books 
of  the  Concern,  for  the  avowed  purpose,  according  to  his  sworn 
statement,  of  ascertaining  whether  Dr.  Carlton,  as  head  of  the 
old  corporation,  had  turned  over  all  the  property  of  the  Book 
Concern-  to  Carlton  &  Lanahan,  corporators  under  an  act  of 
the  New  York  Legislature  of  the  preceding  winter. 

The  Concern  was  thus  brought  into  the  Courts  under  the  sworn 
implication  that,  under  tlie  new  charter,  the  legal  control  of  the 
property  was  no  longer  in  the  hands  of  Church  ofBeers,  as  such, 
but  of  a  corporation  created  the  winter  before  by  the  New  York 
Legislature;  and  under  the  further  implication,  that  Dr.  Carl- 
ton was  withholding  property  which  of  right  belonged  to  this 
new  corporation. 

If  this  writ  of  mandamus  were  granted,  or  the  Book  Concern 
brought  into  the  Courts  upon  this  or  any  other  pretext,  no 
human  foresight  could  look  with  even  probable  certainty  to  the 
end.  The  danger  was  imminent,  and  men  not  easily  moved 
were  alarmed.  Dr.  Lanahan  afterward  claimed  that  he  sought 
the  m,andamus  for  a  purpose  very  different  from  that  which  he 
had  sworn  to — a  purpose  comparatively  innocent — in  itself 
right  enough.  But  even  this  would  by  no  means  justity  a  step 
fraught  with  so  much  danger,  unless  in  the  last  extremity.  Of 
course  the  Committee  could  not  then  judge  of  the  urgency  of 
the  case ;  but  they  became  satisfied  afterward,  as  did  Bishop 
Janes  also,  that  no  such  extremity  existed. 

Dr.  Carlton  made  complaint  against  Dr.  Lanahan  on  account 
of  this  and  other  matters,  which  he  alleged  interfered  with  the 
business  of  the  Concern,  and  threatened  it  with  ruinous  conse- 
quences. After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  case,  Dr.  Lana- 
han was  again  "suspended  from  his  official  relation  to  the 
Book  Concern  at  New  York,"  the  time  for  the  investigation  of 
his  "official  conduct"  fixed  for  June  the  15tli,  and  other  pre- 
liminary matters  arranged  accordingly.     A  full  account  of  this 
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meeting  of  the  Committee,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  this  case,  ia 
found  in  the  printed  pamphlet  marked  "G." 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1871,  the  Committee  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment.  The  four  effective  Bishops — Janes,  Scott,  Simp- 
son, and  Ames — had  been  notified  and  requested  to  attend  the 
investigation,  but  only  Bishops  Janes  and  Ames  were  present. 
The  Committee  were  all  in  attendance.  A  vei'j  full  report  of 
all  the  proceedings  in  this  case  is  given  in  the  Stenographer's 
minutes,  to  which,  along  with  the  Secretary's  record,  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  is  respectfully  referred,     {See  Document  I.) 

For  obvious  reasons,  the  investigation  was  confined  to  the 
specific  acts  charged  in  the  complaint.  It  was  upon  these,  and 
these  only,  that  Dr.  Lanahan  was  now  suspended  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  of  course  upon  these  alone  he  should  be  ti'ied.  And 
besides,  to  have  examined  all  the  issues  of  the  preceding  two 
years  would  have  been  to  re-open  the  issues  of  the  attempted 
investigation  of  only  five  months  before — issues  which  were 
then  considered  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Committee,  and 
in  the  investigation  of  which  the  Bishops  could  not  act  as  ''a 
concurrent  authouity."  Of  course,  if  it  was  unlawful  then,  it 
would  be  unlawful  now. 

After  a  careful  hearing  of  the  case  by  the  Committee,  and  a 
very  full  discussion  of  it  among  themselves,  it  was  decided,  by  a 
vote  of  eleven  to  four,  that  "Rev.  John  Lanahan  should  be  re- 
moved from  his  office  as  Assistant  Agent." 

This  action  of  the  Committee  was  referred  to  the  Bishops 
present.  Bishops  Janes  and  Ames,  for  their  concurrence. 
Bishop  Janes  concurred  with  the  Committee  in  removing  Dr. 
Lanahan,  but  Bishop  Ames  did  not  concur;  and  his  non- 
concurrence  left  Dr.  Lanahan  where  he  was  before  his  suspen- 
sion— in  the  full  exercise  of  his  powers  as  Assistant  Book  Agent 
at  ]S[ew  York. 

The  opinion  of  Bishop  Janes  is  given  below.  Bishop  Ames 
assigned,  somewhat  at  length,  his  reasons  for  non-concurrence, 
in  a  paper  which  he  withdrew  the  next  day,  and  for  which  he 
substituted  the  brief  paper  which  follows  that  of  Bishop 
Janes. 

The  following  payjers  convey  the  opinions  of  the  two 
Bishops,  in  the  order  of  their  final  delivery  before  the  Com- 
mittee : 

Opinion  of  Bishop  Janes. 

New  York,  June  26,  1871. 
To  the  Booh  Committee: 

Dear  Brethren:  When  you  notified  me,  on  the  27th  of 
May,  that  you  had  suspended  Rev.  John  Lanahan,  Assistant 
Book  Agent,  and  fixed  the  15th  instant  for  the  "  investigation" 
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of  the  complaints,  there  were  bat  two  of  my  colleagues  who 
could  by  possibility  be  present,  and  one  of  these.  Bishop  Scott, 
wrote  me  that  it  was  inconvenient  for  him  to  be  pi-esent,  but 
that  if  Bishop  Ames  and  myself  judged  it  very  important, 
and  would  telegraph  him,  he  would  come.  As  soon  as  Bisiiop 
Ames  arrived  I  consulted  with  him,  and  we  joined  in  a  telegram 
expressing  it  as  our  judgment  that  it  was  very  important  for 
him  to  "  be  present."  From  some  cause,  which  as  yet  we  have 
been  unable  to  ascertain,  it  never  reached  him.  "We  waited 
until  Tuesday,  constantly  expecting  his  arrival,  and  then  tele- 
graphed to  know  if  he  had  received  our  communication. 
Learning  he  had  not,  we  again  by  telegraph  expressed  to  him 
our  judgnieut  that  it  was  very  important  he  should  be  here. 
He  promptly  came  on,  but  did  not  arrive  until  the  taking  of 
testimony  was  nearly  closed.  He  remained  and  heard  the 
pleadings  of  counsel.  On  Saturday  morning  he  expressed  to 
us  the  fear  that  if  he  took  part  in  the  decision  of  the  case  after 
hearing  so  little  of  the  testimony  he  might  be  severely  criti- 
cised, and  concluded  to  return  h.ome. 

As  the  Discipline  required  the  presence  of  two  Bishops,  and 
as  Bishop  Ames  and  myself  were  the  only  two  who  could  be 
present,  the  unpleasant  duty  devolved  upon  us.  I  feel  that 
my  connection  with  the  case  is  against  my  will  and  by  compul- 
sion of  circumstances.  This  explanatory  statement  was  due 
to  Bishop  Scott,  and  perhaps  not  out  of  place  concerning 
ourselves. 

I  am  conscious  that  the  official  notification  of  your  action 
of  last  Saturday  evening,  removing  Rev.  John  Lanahan  from 
the  office  of  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New  York,  devolves  upon 
rae  a  most  weighty  responsibility.  The  deposition  of  a  brother 
and  minister  from  an  office  oi'  so  much  dignity  and  useful- 
ness is  of  itself  a  very  serious  matter.  Its  eifects  upon  him- 
self and  family  must  be  very  afflictive.  Whether  it  will 
promote  peace,  or  increase  agitation  in  the  Church,  is  a  ques- 
tion of  the  highest  consideration. 

The  question,  therefore,  whether  the  Book  Committee  had 
good  and  sufficient  reasons  .for  the  action  they  took  in  the 
case  of  Dr.  Lanahan,  is  one  that  I  ought  to  examine  very  care- 
fully and  candidly  before  I  concur  in  it.  The  Church  and  the 
public  will  scan  it,  and  the  next  General  Conference  most 
severely  review  it.  Under  this  sense  of  responsibility,  since  I 
received  the  notice  of  your  action  I  have  given  to  the  subject 
the  most  prayerful  and  earnest  attention  which  my  official 
duties  and  health  would  permit. 

The  i)rincipal  act  complained  of,  as  follows — 

L  On  or  about  the  10th  day  of  May,  1871,  the  Assistant  Agent  made 
an    affidavit,    and    caused    a    proceeding    to    be  instituted    thereon    in 
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the  S'lpremc  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
a  writ  of  manddiaus  from  said  court  against  the  Methodist  Book  Concern 
and  its  Agent,  to  compel  free  access  to  all  the  books  and  vouchers  of  said 
Book  Concern  from  1856  to  the  pnsent  time,  anrl  to  allow  him  to  make 
such  examination  of  the  same,  both  personally  and  with  the  assistance  of 
any  accountant  lie  miulit  employ,  as  to  him  might  si-em  desirable. 

The  Assistant  Agent  based  said  proceeding  upon  the  improper  assump- 
tion that  he  wa'^  an  Auent  and  Corporator  of  said  Book  Concern,  baying 
equal  power  and  authority  with  said  Agent,  and  upon  other  improper  as- 
sertions and  pretenses,  as  will  appear  by  said  affidavit,  a  copy  whereof 
is  lierewith  submitted,  all  which  is  contrary  to  his  proper  official 
conduct. 

n.  By  said  affidavit  and  proceeding,  and  otherwise,  the  Assistant  Agent 
has  arrogated  authority  which  is  not  accorded  to  him  by  the  Book  of  Dis- 
cipline of  the  Church,  or  by  any  other  authority  of  the  Cliurcli ;  and  the 
said  proceeding  against  the  Book  Concejn  and  its  Agent,  brought  in  a 
temporal  court,  tends  to  scandalize  the  Church  and  the  Concern — 

is  adtriitted,  and  justification  is  set  up  or  pleaded.  This  is  in 
harinony  with  our  Discipline  on  this  subject.  The  inquiry, 
therefore,  is.  Is  the  justification  made  out?  It  is  pleaded  that 
the  casli-books  and  check-books  of  the  Concern  Avere  necessary 
to  enable  him  properly  to  defend  himself  in  a  civil  suit  for 
libel  pendino;  against  himself,  and,  beino;  urged  to  trial,  that 
he  applied  to  Dr.  Carlton  for  them  and  was  refused  them,  Dr. 
Carlton  in  some  instances  pleading  the  instructions  of  the 
Book  Committee  as  his  justification  in  so  doing. 

If  these  books  were  necessary  to  the  defendant  for  the  pur- 
poses stated,  he  ought  undoubtedly  to  have  them.  The  inter- 
ests of  truth,  of  righteousness,  and  the  golden  rule  of  the 
Saviour,  required  it.  As  Assistant  Agent  he  had  a  right,  ob- 
serving strictly  the  rules  of  the  House  in  doing  it — the  same 
order  as  is  observed  by  the  senior  Agent — to  go  and  examine 
them.  This  right  inheres  in  his  office.  It  is  just  as  necessary 
to  him  in  the  pei'formance  of  several  of  the  specified  functions 
of  his  office  as  to  the  senior  Agent,  and,  therefore,  just  as  much 
his  right.  The  law  requires  no  officer  to  do  what  it  does  not 
empower  him  to  do.  If  prevented  by  the  senior  Agent,  he 
ought  to  take  proper  means  to  secure  this  right.  In  doing  this 
there  might  come  an  exigency  when  it  would  be  rigiit  for  him 
to  appeal  to  the  civil  authorities  ;  but  this  shuuld  be  a  last  resort, 
after  all  ecclesiastical  means  failed.  The  Book  Committee 
are  his  disciplinary  advisers.  His  first  appeal  should  be  to 
them.  If  they  refuse  to  come  together  at  his  call,  or,  coming 
together,  fail  to  give  him  his  rights,  or  the  senior  Agent  refus- 
ing to  carry  out  their  instructions  to  that  effect,  and  no  other 
recourse  being  left  him,  after  due  counsel,  he  would  undoubt- 
edly be  at  liberty  to  seek  the  intervention  of  the  civil  courts. 
All  this  would  take  but  a  few  days,  as  the  history  of  this  case 
shows — less  time  than  the  obtaining  of  the  mandamus  of  the 
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Court.  I  think  the  Assistant  Agent  erred  in  not  seeking  re- 
dress from  the  alleged  action  of  the  senior  Agent  in  this  way 
before  he  went  to  the  Court,  and  the  more  so  as  Dr.  Carlton 
professed  to  be  governed  by  the  instructions  of  the  Book  Com- 
mittee. 

The  manner  of  making  the  application  to  the  Court,  in  my 
judgment,  was  erroneous.  True,  his  counsel  testify  that  they 
advised   the  course   pursued,  and  drew  up  the  afiidavit,  and 

fave  it  as  their  opinion  that  it  was  right.  Still  it  seems  to  me 
)r.  Lanahau  did  wrong  in  allowing  his  counsel  to  use  only  the 
Charter  in  determining  his  official  sto^i^-s.  While  in  that  he 
and  Dr.  Carlton  are  corporators  or  trustees  jointly  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Concern,  yet  in  the  Discipline  and  in  the  election 
of  the  General  Conference  he  is  styled  Assistant  Agent;  and 
the  Discipline  and  the  usage  of  the  Church  in  important  re- 
gpects  made  Dr.  Carlton  his  superior.  Ilis  counsel  should 
have  been  required  to  correctly  state  his  office  in  all  proceed- 
ings where  his  official  station  was  referred  to.  To  do  other- 
wise could  not  fail  to  produce  a  "  conflict  of  authority  "  and  to 
mislead. 

Dr.  Lanahan  must  also  be  responsible,  for  the  reasons  as- 
signed, for  asking  the  mandamus.  One  reason  given  is  in 
these  words  :  "  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  all  the 
property  held  by  or  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Agents  or 
former  Agents  of  said  Book  Concern  has  been  turned  over  to 
the  said  corporation,  this  deponent  desires  to  examine  the 
books  of  said  Concern,  and  particularly  the  check-books,  bank- 
books, and  vouchers  from  1856  to  the  present  time."  It  .was 
certainly  right  for  the  Assistant  Agent  to  seek  and  possess  this 
information.  For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  this  information,  I 
hold  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  personally  examine  any  and  all 
of  the  books  of  the  Concern  under  the  rules  of  the  house.  If 
prevented  by  the  senior  Agent  it  would  be  a  proper  subject  to 
bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Book  Committee.  As  Dr.  Lana- 
han does  not  claim  in  his  affidavit  to  know  there  was  any  such 
property  not  so  turned  over  and  in  jeopardy,  the  case  does  not 
Beein  to  be  so  urgent  that  if  the  Book  Committee  and  senior 
Agent  failed  to  give  him  the  information  the  matter  could  not 
lie  over  until  the  meeting  of  the  General  Conference.  I  can- 
not, therefore,  see  the  necessity  for  this  legal  procedure.  As 
the  Assistant  Agent  did  not  know  there  was  any  property  be- 
longing to  the  Concern,  for  which  he  was  in  part  responsible, 
which  was  not  so  turned  over  to  the  corporation,  and  in  his 
affidavit  gives  no  reason  why  he  supposed  there  existed  any 
property  thus  imperiled,  I  cannot  see  it  right  for  him  to  go  be- 
fore the  Court  and  by  an  affidavit  create  such  a  suspicnon 
throughout   the    Church.      It    required    more    than    negative 
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knowledije,  or  want  of  knowledge,  to  justify  him  in  creating 
Buch  an  alarm  and  agitation.  Admitting  he  desired  to  obtain 
information  that  would  aid  him  in  his  defense  in  the  pending 
libel  suit,  and  admitting  all  the  annoyances  and  wrongs  com- 
plained of  in  his  efforts  to  see  these  books  and  papers,  I  fail  to 
Bee  any  such  urgency  in  the  condition  of  things,  or  any  other 
reason,  that  justified  this  procedure.  If  "  brother  going  to  law 
with  brother  "  is  a  religious  offense,  except  in  cases  of  absolute 
necessity,  must  it  not  be  an  ofBcial  wrong  when  a  high  officer 
in  the  Church  goes  to  law  with  his  associate  and  superior  offi- 
cer unless  the  extremest  reasons  compelled  it,  all  other  means 
having  been  tried  and  having  failed?  In  ray  judgment  it  was 
an  official  error  in  the  case  under  consideration. 

In  reference  to  the  items  of  official  misconduct  alleged  in  the 
third  general  statement  in  the  bill  of  conjplaints,  I  deem  it 
proper  to  sa}-  that,  after  considering  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  occurred,  so  far  as  they  did  occur,  and  the  explana- 
tions given  by  the  defendant,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  their  judgment  upon  the  three  first,  that  they  were 
official  misconduct.  The  last  paragraph  in  the  communication 
of  the  complainant  is  in  the  words,  "  Fn  view  of  the  foregoing 
facts,  and  a  great  mnnher  qfotJiers  whicli  have  leen  brought  to 
your  notice  during  the  past  two  years,  it  remains  for  you,  in 
your  wisdom,  as  the  supervisors  of  the  Methodist  Book  Con- 
cern, to  take  such  action  as  under  the  circumstances  you  may 
judge  will  best  promote  the  interests  of  the  Church  and  the 
Book  Concern."  When  I  read  this  I  supposed  all  the  issues  of 
the  past  two  years  were  to  be  examined  ;  but  none  of  the 
"  great  number  of  other  facts"  were  traversed  at  all  except  in 
the  speeches  of  counsel,  neither  did  the  Committee  vote  upon 
them.  As  the  complainant  and  the  Committee  seemed  to 
regard  them  only  as  rhetoric,  I  shall  so  treat  them.  The  Com- 
mittee will,  therefore,  perceive  that  my  opinion,  whatsoever  it 
may  be,  will  be  based  wholly  upon  the  first  and  principal  com- 
plaint, namely,  the  suing  out  a  writ  of  mmidamus. 

During  the  investigation  the  Bishops  have  not  deemed  it 
proper  for  them  to  speak  upon  the  matters  before  you,  as  no 
disciplinary  question  involviuo-  our  action  arose.  Individ- 
ually I  feel  that,  being  compelled  to  sustain  an  important  re- 
lation in  this  case,  it  is  my  duty  to  say  a  few  things  in  relation 
to  general  Book  Room  questions  before  I  settle  the  question 
of  concurrence. 

The  management  of  the  Book  Room  having  become  a  sub- 
ject of  inquiry  and  criticism,  the  question  of  its  integrity  can 
be  settled  only  by  a  most  thorough,  competent,  and  injpartial 
examination.  This  examination  must  be  made,  in  part  at 
least,  by  laymen  ;  not  wholly  by  accountants,  but  men  whose 
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general  business  reputation  and  character  are  known  tlirou<rli- 
out  the  Cluircli.  Tliey  must  be  so  selected  and  appointed  tliat 
there  can  be  no  apprehension,  no  semblance,  even,  of  their 
being  partisan  ;  their  roots,  even,  must  not  be  found  in  ])arti- 
san  grounds.  JSTothing  short  of  this  will  satisfy  the  Church  ; 
nothing  short  of  this  ought  to  satisfy  the  Church  ;  nothing  short 
of  this  need  satisfy  the  Church,  for  it  will  certainly  be  had. 
No  human  power  can  prevent  it.  It  may  be  embarrassed  and 
delayed,  but  cannot  be  stopped.  The  longer  it  is  delayed  the 
more  thorough  it  will  be.  An  examination  that  would  have 
been  satisfactory  six  months  ago  would  not  be  satisfactory 
to-day.  Books  and  book-keeping,  buying,  selling,  printing, 
binding,  all  the  modes  and  methods  of  business,  must  be  in- 
quired into  and  reported  upon.  It  is  because  the  Church  sees 
thii  examination  to  be  inevitable  that  she  is  calmly  waiting  for 
its  results,  and  because  she  sees  it  to  be  inevitable  she  will  con- 
tinue calmly  to  wait  until  it  comes.  She  will  not  be  agitated, 
but  wait  in  quietude  and  confidence,  and  in  my  judgment  all 
parties  can  well  afford  to  wait  until,  in  an  orderly  way,  and 
through  appropriate  agencies,  this  result  may  be  obtained. 
Whether  it  can  be  had  before  the  General  Conference  or  not  I 
cannot  say.  If  it  can  I  shall  be  glad  ;  if  not,  I  am  sure  it  will 
come  then  or  afterward.  In  this  I  do  not  intend  to  reflect  upon 
the  past.  Perhaps  under  the  complications  that  have  existed 
all  has  been  done  that  could  have  been  done  up  to  this  time. 

I  will  add  here,  I  believe  the  Book  Concern  to  be  perfectly 
solvent.  I  believe,  and  largely  from  personal  knowledge,  that 
the  last  exhibit  sent  to  the  Conferences  is  a  reliable  statement 
of  its  condition.  There  is  no  occasion  whatever  of  apprehen- 
sion on  this  point. 

I  desire  further  to  add,  I  have  no  suspicion  of  the  honesty 
of  either  of  the  present  or  any  of  the  former  Agents.  iSTo 
amount  of  gossip  or  newspaper  declarations,  even  though  they 
be  found  in  Church  papers,  shall  make  me  question  their 
integrity.  Nothing  but  legal  evidence  shall  shake  my  con- 
fidence in  them.  All  the  Church  should  hold  them  to  be  true 
and  upright  until  they  have  legal  evidence  to  the  contrary. 
But  this  does  not  imply  that  they  may  not  have  been  deceived 
in  some  of  their  subordinates,  nor  that  their  modes  of  conduct- 
ing the  business  may  not  be  improved. 

With  Dr.  Lanahan  I  have  been  acquainted  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  I  have  assigned  him  to  some  of  the 
most  responsible  and  diflicult  appointments  in  his  Conference. 
He  has  always  met  his  obligations  with  fidelity  and  ability.  I 
have  honored  him  in  my  heart  as  well  as  in  my  administration. 
My  confidence  in  him  as  a  Christian  brother  and  minister  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  unshaken,  and  my  affection  for  hiiu 
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undisturbed.  My  decision  refers  only  to  his  official  act  as 
Assistant  A^ent  of  the  Book  Concern.  His  act  of  suino;  out  a 
writ  of  mandainu.s  at  tiie  time  and  in  the  manner  he  did  lean- 
not  approve;  bnt  the  question  whether  the  error  is  sufficient 
to  remove  him  from  office  I  have  found  a  very  difficult  one  to 
decide.  With  hesitancy  (for  on  this  one  point  mj  mind  has 
wavered  up  to  this  moment)  the  preponderance  of  my  con- 
victions of  official  duty  in  the  case  requires  me,  thouijh  it  is  the 
most  painful  official  duty  of  my  life,  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee  in  their  a(;tion  of  the  24th  instant  in  removing  Rev. 
John  Lanahan  from  his  office  as  Assistant  Book  Accent  at  New 
York,  and  I  hereby  concw.  E.  S.  Janes. 

Opinion  of  Bishop  Ames. 

New  York,  June  26,  1871. 

To  the  Book  Committee : 

Deak  Brethren  :  Bishop  Janes  and  myself  acrree  in  our 
judojinent  touchinu:  the  law  which  governs  the  Book  Agents 
in  tlie  discharge  of  their  official  duties. 

First.  That  the  Agent  has  sole  control  in  conducting  the 
business  of  the  Concern,  and  that  he  is  to  be  assisted  by  the 
Junior  Agent,  who  should  receive  the  wishes  of  his  official 
superior  with  deference,  and  should  execute  them  with  cheer- 
fulness. I  do  not  understand  that  there  has  been  any  conflict 
of  authority  between  the  Agents  under  this  provision  of  the 
law. 

Second.  That  in  deciding  what  books  shall  be  published  the 
Agents  have  equal  authority.  They  must  mutually  agree  be- 
fore a  volume  can  issue  from  the  press.  This  is  the  law,  and 
the  practice  under  it  has  been  uniform.  The  names  of  both 
Agents  are  on  the  title-page  of  every  book. 

Third.  The  Agents  are  required  to  make  exhibits  annually 
and  quadrennially. 

This  official  duty  required  of  the  Agents  by  the  General 
Conference  is  equally  binding  on  each,  and  the  document  al- 
ways has  had  the  signatures  of  both  Agents. 

it  appears  to  me  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  the  right 
performance  of  this  important  duty,  that  each  of  the  Agents 
should  be  permitted  to  enjoy,  without  any  restriction,  the  right 
to  examine  all  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Concern. 

On  the  question  of  the  unrestricted  official  right  of  the 
Assistant  Agent  to  examine  all  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Concern  th.erc  has  arisen  a  conflict  of  authority.  It  seems  to 
me,  from  an  examination  of  this  case,  that  the  Assistant  Agent 
has  not  been  permitted  to  exercise  this  right.  lie  applied  to 
the  courts  for  aid  that  he  might  secure  it.  Such  an  act  must 
be  judged  of  in  the  light  of  its  own  surroundings. 
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I  so  judge  of  this,  and  so  jndgino;,  I  do  not  feel  justified  in 
visitinoj'  npun  it  so  severe  a  penalty  as  that  inflicted  bj  the 
Committee. 

Bishop  Janes  and  myself  differ  only  in  the  conclusion  which 
we  draw  from  the  facts  on  this  sino;le  point ;  and  in  our  long 
and  intimate  official  relations  with  each  other  we  have  always 
drawn  together  so  harmoniously  and  pleasantly  that  it  pains 
me  to  differ  from  my  colleague  in  the  slight  matter  of  drawing 
a  conclusion ;  but,  as  I  do  differ,  honesty  compels  me  to  say 
60.  But  with  this  single  exception  I  agree  most  cordially  in 
all  that  Bishop  Janes  has  said  in  his  written  opinion  in  the  case. 

In  conclusion,  brethren  of  the  Committee,  I  must  say  that 
the  penalty  inflicted  by  your  verdict  appears  to  me  to  be  more 
severe  than  the  gravity  and  importance  of  the  complaints  jus- 
tify;  and,  as  I  find  myself  at  variance  with  your  judgment, 
duty  compels  me  to  say  that  I  cannot  and  do  not  concur  in 
your  verdict  removing  Rev.  John  Lanahan  from  his  office  of 
Assistant  Book  Agent  of  the  Book  Concern  at  New  York. 

E.  R.  Ames. 

At  this  point  a  new  danger  was  encountered.  Dr.  Carlton, 
feeling  that  he  could  endure  no  more,  and  that  his  usefulness 
in  the  Concern  was  at  an  end,  tendered  his  resignation  of  the 
Agency.  This  it  was  felt  would  be  perilous,  probably  ruinous 
in  its  consequences;  and  the  most  earnest  efforts  were  imme- 
diately made  to  induce  him  to  reconsider  his  determination. 
The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  Committee, 
the  first  immediately,  and  the  second  a  few  hours  later : 

Wherea-'^.,  Dr.  Thomas  Carlton  has  tendered  his  resignation, 
to  take  effect  immediately; 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  our  responsibilities  as  the  guard- 
ians of  the  interests  of  the  Book  Concern,  and  the  importance 
of  his  continuing  at  its  head,  we  cannot  consent  to  accept  his 
resignation. 

Resolved,  That  nothing  has  occurred  in  the  investigations 
through  which  the  Book  Committee  has  passed  to  unsettle,  or 
in  anywise  impair,  our  confidence  in  the  ability,  integrity,  and 
faithfulness  of  Dr.  Thomas  Carlton,  Agent  of  the  Methodist 
Book  Concern,  and  that  we  do  most  fully  indorse  him  as  a 
Christian  gentleman  and  Church  officer,  whose  character  is 
above  reproach." 

Dr.  Carlton  was  finally  induced  to  withdraw  his  resignation, 
to  the. great  relief  of  all  friends  of  the  Concern. 

Before  this  point  was  reached,  the  mandamus  sued  for  bv 
Dr.  Lanahan  had  been  denied  by  the  Court,  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  give  very  little  encouragement  for  further  applica- 
tions in  the  same  direction.     The  reasonings  and  conclusion 
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of  that  decision  are  .herewith  submitted.  {See  Document  K.) 
The  Committee,  too,  had  about  exhausted  their  powers,  which 
by  this  time  tliey  found  to  be  quite  limited.  In  addition  to 
examinations  already  made,  tliey  had  provided  for  sucli  an  ex- 
amination as  would  satisfy  candid  men,  and  these  were  all 
they  could  reasonably  hope  to  satisfy.  Without,  therefore, 
stoppino;  to  inquire  what  would  satisfy  persistent  belligerents, 
they  liad  sought  only  to  satisfy  their  own  judgments  and 
consciences. 

Experiments  with  committees  representing  different  and  con- 
flicting partisan  views  and  interests  had  not  proved  very  satis- 
factory heretofore,  and  it  was  believed  that  one  competent  and 
trustworthy  referee,  with  nobody  to  trammel  him  and  nobody 
to  divide  the  responsibility  with  him,  would  be  more  safe  and 
efficient  than  any  number  of  men  that  could  be  selected.  The 
Committee  therefore  selected  a  man  whose  reputation,  pecuni- 
ary circumstances,  and  social  position,  placed  him  as  far  as 
possible  above  the  suspicion  of  partisanship  or  party  influ- 
ences, and  whose  tried  integrity,  ability,  thorough  acquaint- 
ance with  business  in  general,  and  Book  Concern  business  in 
particular,  would  entitle  his  decisions  to  the  most  implicit 
confidence — James  P.  Kilbreth,  of  Cincinnati. 

He  was  authorized  to  go  into  the  Book  Concern  at  New 
York,  employ  such  help  as  he  might  need,  and  examine  every 
thing  in  its  present  condition  and  past  history  where  light 
could  be  gained  touching  questions  affecting  its  interests.  The 
following  are  the  resolutions  of  appointment  and  instruction  : 

Besolved,  1.  That  in  order  to  secure  a  proper  inspection  of 
the  accounts  of  the  Book  Concern,  we  employ  James  P.  Kil- 
breth,  of  Cincinnati,  to  make  such  inspection,  and  that  he  be 
authorized  to  select  such  assistants  as  he  may  find  necessary. 

2.  That  we  refer  to  Mr.  Kilbreth  all  the  various  allegations 
and  charges  of  fraud  and  mismanagement  made  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Assistant  Agent  against  the  Book  Concern ;  and 
we  especially  direct  his  attention  to  such  books,  and  accounts, 
and  business  transactions,  of  whatever  date  or  of  whatever 
department  of  the  Concern,  as  by  such  allegations  are  said  to 
involve  frauds,  losses,  or  mismanagement. 

3.  That  Mr.  Kilbreth  be  allowed  access  to  the  records  and 
papers  of  the  Book  Concern  as  he  may  desire. 

4.  That  he  be  directed  also  to  examine  the  methods  of  busi- 
ness and  modes  of  book-keeping,  and  report  on  the  same. 

Clothed  with  such  unrestricted  powers  of  examination,  the 
Committee  felt  confident  that  if  tnere  was  or  liad  been  any 
thing  wrong  in  the  Concern  Mr.  Kilbreth  would  find  it,  and 
equally  confident  that  he  would  report  the  result  of  his  inves- 
tigations with  perfect  impartiality.     And,  in  common  with  the 
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whole  Church,  they  have  awaited  his  report  with  intense  in- 
terest, and  not  without  some  des^ree  of  solicitude. 

They  had  no  apprehensions  as  to  the  financial  safety  of  the 
Book  Concern — none  as  to  the  inteo^rity  of  the  Aorent,  or  the 
npripihtness  of  Mr.  Goodenongh,  late  head  of  the  printing  de- 
partment— and  they  had  not  lost  confidence  in  other  parties, 
who  had  been  implicated  in  the  charges  made  against  the  busi- 
ness manageujcnt  of  the  Concern.  But  Dr.  Lanahan  still 
persisted  in  his  charges,  and  in  other  quarters  there  were  mys- 
terious outgivings — dark  insinuations  of  some  great  wrongs  yet 
to  be  brought  to  light.  And,  as  the  examinations  of  the  Commit- 
tee had  been  thus  far  confined  almost  wholly  to  matters  brought 
to  their  attention  by  Dr.  Lanahan,  and  to  evidence  of  fraud 
which  he  had  indicated,  they  knew  those  examinations  were 
unavoidably  incomplete.  Of  course  they  knew  not  what 
might  be  brought  out  by  the  examinations  of  Mr.  Kilbreth.  If 
his  investigations  should  establish  the  innocence  of  all  parties, 
thev  would  most  heartily  rejoice ;  but  if  fraud  had  been  prac- 
ticed, they  desired  to  see  the  criminal  exposed. 

The  presumption  at  that  stage  of  the  proceedings  was  that 
no  serious  frauds  had  been  practiced  or  losses  sustained,  inas- 
much as  none  had  been  proved. 

1.  It  seemed  impossible  that  the  business  should  have  pros- 
pered as  it  had  done,  and  under  the  heavy  burdens  it  had 
borne,  if  weakened,  as  it  must  have  been,  by  the  constant  drain 
upon  its  resources  involved  in  the  frauds  alleged.  The  finan- 
ciering necessary  to  accomplish  such  results  under  such  circum- 
stances would  be  little  less  than  miraculous. 

2.  Thus  far  the  Committee  had  discovered  nothing  that 
either  had  not  been  explained,  or  that  might  not  with  reason- 
able probability  be  explained  thereafter. 

3.  From  year  to  year  Committees  appointed  by  the  General 
Conference,  and  embracing  some  of  the  most  eminent  men  in 
the  Church,  had  fully,  and  upon  personal  inspection,  indorsed 
the  business  methods  and  management  of  the  Concern,  and 
had  reported  in  the  most  approving  terms  of  the  ability,  fidelity, 
and  success  with  which  every  department  was  administered. 

4.  During  the  year  1862,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  from 
the  preceding  General  Conference,  the  books  and  business 
methods  of  the  Concern  were  subjected  to  an  unusually  scruti- 
nizing examination  by  a  competent  accountant,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Book  Committee.  That  tonmiittee  consisted 
of  Geokge  Peck,  C.  B.  Tippett,  Gardner  Baker,  W.  H. 
PiLSBURY,  John  Coil,  M.  D"C.  Crawford,  and  S.  Y.  Monroe, 
all  honored  names.  In  tlieir  report  to  the  General  Conference 
of  1SG4  they  make  special  mention  of  this  examination,  and  pre- 
cede it  with  the  following  emphatic  indorsement  of  the  Agents  : 
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Caretnl  investi'oiation  has  satisfied  ns  that  the  Agents  in 
chartre  of  the  Concern  are  interested,  capable,  and  faitlifnl 
men.  Each  successive  year  the  conviction  has  strengtliened 
that  they  are  the  "  right  men  in  the  right  place," 

Mr.  Kilbreth  did  not  complete  his  investigations  so  as  to 
present  his  report  nntil  the  26th  of  April.  In  tlioronsrhness, 
ability,  and  fairness,  that  report  does  not  disappoint  the  high 
expectations  we  had  formed  ;  nor  does  it  disappoint  ns  in  its 
general  results.  It  will  be  seen  that  his  conclusions  fully  har- 
monize with  those  of  the  Committee,  except  at  those  points 
w^here  his  investigations  took  a  wider  range  than  theirs.  Upon 
the  bill  of  charijes  against  the  administration  of  Mr.  Hoffman, 
as  head  of  the  bindery,  Mr,  Kilbreth  agrees  with  the  Commit- 
tee as  to  ten  out  of  the  twelve  items  investigated;  and  in  re- 
gard to  the  remainino-  two  items,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  his 
more  unfavorable  judgment  was  the  result  of  facts  which  were 
not  before  the  Committee,  and  of  his  comparison  of  business 
results  in  the  Bindery  for  the  last  two  years  with  former  years, 
and  of  which,  of  course,  the  Committee  had  not  the  advantage. 
(See  his  Report,  pp,  58,  59,  60.) 

As  Mr.  Hoffman  has  removed  from  this  region,  and  his 
present  residence  is  unknown,  there  has  been  no  opportunity 
of  communicating  with  him  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Kilbreth,  and 
whether  he  could  or  could  not  explain  these  items  satisfactorily 
cannot  now  be  known.  It  is  matter  of  regret  that  in  his  ease 
the  showing  is  not  more  favorable;  but,  as  the  Committee  de- 
sired and  expected,  Mr.  Kilbreth  has  dealt  impartially.  As  his 
report  is  herewith  submitted,  no  analysis  of  it  by  us  is  necessary. 

The  Church  owes  Mr.  Kilbreth  a  debt  of  gratitude  which 
will  not  soon  be  canceled.  He  has  made  these  examinations 
at  a  very  heavy  outlay  of  time  and  labor,  and  now  refuses 
compensation  for  his  services.  He  has  done  gratuitously  what 
he  could  not  have  been  hired  to  do. 

It  has  been  broadly  insinuated,  and  openly  affirmed,  that  the 
Committee  were  influenced  as  to  tlie  result  of  their  investigations 
by  outside  pressure,  from  those  opposed  to  the  course  which  Dr, 
Lanahan  felt  called  upon  to  pursue.  To  any  who  think  them 
capable  of  being  tampered  with  or  intimidated,  the  Committee 
have  not  one  word  of  reply.  They  could  neither  deny  nor  ex- 
plain without  loss  of  self-respect  It  may  be  due  to  others, 
however,  and  is  certainly  due  to  this  General  Conference,  that 
they  should  deny,  as  they  do  emphatically,  the  knowledge  of 
any  attempt  to  influence  them  improperly.  All  allegations  or 
insinuations  to  the  contrary  are  utterly  without  foundation. 

By  the  Agent  himself,  and  all  employes  of  the  house,  the 
Committee  were  always  treated  with  the  most  courteous  and 
respectful  consideration.     No  information  sought  for  was  ever 
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withheld,  all  questions  were  promptly  and  cheerfully  answered, 
and  every  possible  facility  was  afforded  theiu  for  prosecuting 
their  investigations,  and  looking,  as  far  as  they  were  capable 
of  looking,  into  all  the  details  of  every  department  of  the 
Concern. 

The  result  of  these  investigations  has  been  a  growing  convic- 
tion that  instead  of  the  "  chaos "  which  was  charged,  the 
business  management  is  ordei-ly  and  systematic — that  theory 
and  practice  are  as  nearly  perfect  as  could  well  be  expected  iu 
a  business  so  peculiar  as  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Book  Concern. 
Of  course,  its  business  methods  have  not  always  been  as  com- 
plete as  they  now  are ;  and  tlieir  history,  from  the  simple  and 
rude  beginnings  up  through  the  various  stages  of  progress  to 
their  present  completpuess,  would  be  an  exceedingly  interesting 
study.  It  would  doubtless  be  found  that  improvement  had  not 
always  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  business.  It  might 
be  found,  perhaps,  that  employes  had  sometimes  proved  dis- 
honest or  incompetent,  that  petty  peculations  and  losses  may 
have  occurred.  But  the  Committee  feel  well  assured  that  no 
large  business  establisliment  in  the  land,  having  grown  up  from 
small  beginnings,  can  show  so  fair  a  record  in  all  these  respects 
as  our  great  publishing  houses,  east  and  west.  And  with  an 
assurance  such  as  they  never  felt  before,  the  Committee  can 
now  commend  them  to  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  our 
people  and  the  public  generally. 

And  now,  witli  feelings  of  relief,  your  Committee  yield  up 
the  trust  reposed  in  them  four  years  ago — a  trust  which  has 
brought  upon  them  unexpected  burdens  of  toil,  and  care,  and 
sacriiice;  unexpected  and,  as  they  think:,  unmerited  reproach. 
Their  consolation  under  these  personal  trials  is  the  aiiswer  of 
a  good  conscience ;  and,  under  the  scandal  and  financial  bur- 
dens that  have  befallen  the  Book  Concern,  the  hope  that,  under 
the  guidance  of  a  good  Providence,  your  wise  counsels  will 
throw  around  it  such  safeguards  as  to  render  a  recurrence  of 
these  troubles  impossible. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CYRUS  BROOKS,  Chairman. 
I.  S.  BmGHAM,  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  JAMES   P.    KILBRETH,    REFEREE,  TO  THE  BOOK 
COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  your  respected  body  in  June,  1871,  it  was 

Resolved^  That,  in  order  to  secure  a  proper  inspection  of  tlie 
accounts  of  the  Book  Concern,  we  employ  James  P.  Kilbreth.  of 
Cincinnati,  to  make  such  inspection,  and  that  he  be  authorized  to 
select  such  assistants  as  he  may  find  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  we  refer  to  Mr.  Kilbretli  all  the  various  allega- 
tions and  charges  of  fraud  and  mismanagement  made  from  lime 
to  time  by  the  Assistant  Agent  against  the  Book  Concern,  and  we 
specially  direct  his  attention  to  such  books  and  accounts  and  busi- 
ness transactions,  of  whatever  date,  or  of  whatever  department  of 
the  Concern  as,  by  such  allegations,  are  said  to  involve  fraud, 
losses,  or  mismanagement. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Kilbreth  be  allowed  such  access  to  the 
records  and  papers  of  the  Book  Committee  as  he  may  desire. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  directed  also  to  examine  the  methods  of 
business  and  modes  of  book-keeping,  and  report  on  the  same. 

In  order  to  prepare  myself  for  a  proper  consideration  of  any 
complaints  of  fraud  or  business  wrongs  alleged,  or  to  be  alleged, 
by  the  Assistant  Agent,  Dr.  Lanahan,  I  took  steps  in  August  last 
to  acquire  an  understanding  of  the  manner  in  which  the  current 
business  of  the  house  was  conducted,  and  the  particular  forms  of 
book-keeping  in  use.  As  the  business  is  done  chiefly  through  the 
post-oflSce,  I  sat  down  by  the  Cashier,  to  whom  the  mails  are  com- 
mitted, and  witnessed  their  delivery,  and  the  opening  of  the  let- 
ters, amounting  to  hundreds  daily.  I  read  the  lettei-s  over  with 
him,  and  observed  what  account  he  took  of  the  remittances,  how 
the  letters  were  assorted,  and  to  whom  and  to  what  departments 
they  were  sent.  I  followed  them  through  the  various  depart- 
ments, and  observed  the  use  made  of  them  by  the  clerks  into 
whose  hands  they  passed,  and  the  various  entries  made  upon  the 
margins  of  the  letters  and  the  books  in  the  several  departments 
of  the  Concern.  By  this  course,  in  a  short  time  I  became  fully 
conversant  with  the  methods  of  transacting  the  current  business  • 
of  the  house,  comprehending  all  the  details,  and  judging  for  my- 
self as  to  the  excellences  or  defects  in  the  various  methods  and 
usages  of  the  business. 

I  then  reported  myself  to  Dr.  Lanahan  as  i-eady  to  receive  from 
him,  in  writing,  any  complaints  of  the  management  or  allegations 
of  fraud  which  he  might  be  disposed  to  furnish,  in  order  to  bestow 
upon  them  my  special  attention.  He  declined  to  furnish  any  com- 
plaints or  allegations  save  on  condition  that  I  would  allow  him  to 
name  an  assistant  to  represent  him  in  the  investigation.  This  I 
declined  ;  but  1  expressed  a  willingness  to  grant,  as  a  courtesy,  what 
I  could  not  accept  as  a  condition,  whenever  my  work,  as  was  not 
38 
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then  the  case,  required  an  assistant,  thoufrb  I  declined  in  any  manner 
to  accept  an  assistant  as  anybody's  representative.  I  was  thus 
necessarily  thrown  back  upon  such  papers  allecring  mismana-je- 
raent  and  wrongs  as  were  to  be  found  araoncr  the  official  docu- 
ments. Dr.  Lanahrin,  at  the  time,  howevei-,  did  hand  me  a  printed 
report  made  to  him  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Gouge  and  ]Mr.  Charles  A.  Ap- 
pel,  professional  accountants,  who  by  him  had  been  employed  to 
inspect  ilie  books  and  account';  of  the  hoiise.  To  this  report  I 
shall  devote  some  attention  hereafter. 

Tlie  friirhtful  bulk  of  documents  turned  over  to  me,  including 
the  stenographic  reports  of  testimony,  all  bearing  more  or  less 
upon  the  questions  at  issue,  as  well  as  others  brought  into  exist- 
ence by  my  own  agency,  would  make,  if  reduced  to  print,  a  book 
as  large  as  the  holy  Bible.  All  of  these  I  have  gone  through 
again  and  again.  Besides,  in  order  to  supply  what  was  deficient, 
or  get  light  on  what  was  obscure,  or  settle  what  seemed  doubtful, 
I  sought  numerous  interviews  with  persons  whose  names  or  testi- 
mon)'^  or  business  were  in  various  ways  identified  with  the  pending 
controversy.  The  tincture  of  partisanship  so  common  in  all  great 
controversies,  and  which  I  discovered  on  all  hands,  required,  per- 
haps, more  discretion  and  judgment  than  I  possess  to  sift  every 
statement  thoroughly.  Yet  I  endeavored  to  do  this.  Dr.  Lana- 
han,  whose  co-operation  would  have  shortened  my  investigations, 
and  rendered  them  more  satisfactory  to  myself,  did  not  co-operate 
with  rae,  on  the  ground  that  my  appointment  was  unauthorized 
by  the  laws  of  the  Church.  I  do  not  make  this  as  a  complaint, 
but  simply  as  a  statement  of  fact,  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  say 
whether  his  ideas  on  tliat  subject  are  right  or  wrong. 

As  already  intimated,  the  testimony  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments are  so  verbose,  and  contain  so  much  that  is  ob\nously  irrel- 
evant and  trivial,  and  mvich  of  it  purely  personal,  that  if  dwelt 
upon  in  detail,  my  report  would  necessarily  be  most  wearisome, 
and  certainly  subversive  of  business  propriety.  I  shall,  therefore, 
extract  from  the  papers  the  essence  of  all  the  accusations  and  com- 
plaints, and  endeavor  to  embody  the  same  in  such  shapes  as  to 
exclude  what  is  redundant  and  preserve  what  is  essential.  In 
forming  my  conclusions  I  have  sought  to  ignore  mere  personal 
bias  ;  but  as  candor  is  not  inconsistent  with  courtesy  and  justice, 
I  shall  speak  my  mind  frankly,  though  without  intentional  disre- 
gard to  the  rights  or  feelings  of  any. 

It  is  charged  that  tlie  business  of  the  Book  Concern  is  in  a  con- 
fused and  chaotic  state  ;  that  the  system  of  book-keeping  in  use  is 
defective  and  disreputable;  that  a  knowledge  of  the  real  condition 
of  affairs  cannot  be  obtained  from  the  books. 

The  system  of  accounts,  known  as  double-entiy  book-keeping, 
now  prevails  in  all  respectable  counting-houses.  Though  it  is 
scarcely  more  than  an  art,  by  a  sort  of  common  consent  it  is 
called  a  science.  But  after  comprehending  the  very  few  and 
Bitnple  laws  which  must  invariably  be  observed,  and  a  tolerable 
penmanship,  there  is  nothing  so  essentially  required  to  make  a 
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sroofl  hook-keeper  as  common  sense,  a  ready  judgment,  and  unre- 
mitting care.  Two  persons  may  have  an  equal  knowledge  of  the 
science,  yet  one,  even  though  not  violating  its  principles,  may  adopt 
confused,  cumbersome,  and  slovenly  methods;  while  the  other, 
with  vastly  less  labor,  would  throw  the  same  business  into  the 
most  neat  and  perspicuous  shapes. 

The  laws  of  nature  are  not  more  fixed  than  the  few  essential 
rules  of  book-keeping.  Yet  within  these  rules  there  is  a  wonder- 
ful latitude  of  practice.  Every  business  has  its  peculiarities. 
Some  kinds  are  very  simple,  and  some  very  complex.  There  are 
peculiarities  even  in  the  same  kinds  of  business,  calling  for  different 
forms.  If  a  concern  rarely  or  never  gives  out  notes,  and  rarely  or 
never  receives  notes  in  settlement,  there  is  little  or  no  use  for  a 
Bill  Book.  If  the  transactions  do  not  run  much  into  detail  there 
is  no  necessity  for  a  Journal,  which  is  but  a  ti-anscript  of  the  Day 
Book,  condensed  and  put  into  form  for  posting — the  posting  can  be 
done  from  the  Day  Book  direct.  If  the  business  be  transacted 
mostly  for  cash,  both  the  Day  Book  and  Journal  may  be  dispensed 
with,  and  the  few  transactions  not  strictly  cash  may  properly  go 
through  the  Cash  Book  by  cross  entries,  and  the  latter,  as  in  banks 
and  brokers'  offices,  be  the  only  book  to  post  from.  One  may,  if  he 
choose  to  accept  the  risk  and  labor  of  keeping  his  books  in  balance, 
post  direct  from  several  different  books  at  the  same  time ;  while 
another,  as  is  usual  and  decidedly  better,  may  take  every  thing 
through  one  book — the  Journal.  As  to  collateral  and  subsidiary 
books,  and  the  uses  to  be  made  of  them,  good  accountants  may 
honestly  differ,  and  not  without  reason  on  each  side.  To  illus- 
trate. Several  pei'sons  may  decide  on  an  ocean  trip.  One  takes  a 
yacht,  another  a  sailing  vessel,  another  a  steamer.  They  may  go 
by  northL'rn,  southern,  or  middle  route,  and  each,  of  course,  travels 
in  his  own  way.  But  there  is  one  thing  essential.  They  must  all 
respect  the  compass  in  order  to  reach  their  destination.  One 
scholar,  in  writing  an  essay,  will  use  a  different  diction  and  employ  a 
different  style  from*  another,  writing  on  the  same  subject;  yet  both 
are  compelled  to  respect  the  inexorable  nature  and  powers  of  the  let- 
ters of  the  same  alphabet,  out  of  which  all  their  combinations  grow, 

I  come  now  to  the  case  in  hand.  I  have  personally  examined 
the  methods  of  book-keeping  in  use  in  the  Book  Concern,  and  the 
condition  of  its  business  as  therein  set  forth.  My  conclusion  is, 
that  the  business  is  not  in  a  confused  or  chaotic,  but  in  a  decidedly 
understandable  shape,  and  that  it  is  not  difficult  to  learn  the  true 
state  of  affairs  from  the  books. 

There  was  a  time  when  it  was  otherwise.  In  former  years  it  is 
apparent  that  there  was  a  great  lack  of  system  in  the  business  trans- 
actions of  the  house,  as  shown  on  the  books,  and  a  great  deal  of 
confused  and  careless  book-keeping.  It  can  be  seen  back  as  far  as 
thirty  years  ago.  I  do  not  see  that  any  dishonesties  were  covered 
up — it  was  simply  confusion  and  clerical  inaccuracy.  Within  the 
last  five  years  I  see  no  good  reason  to  complain  of  the  general 
system  of  accounts,  or  the  general  accuracy  and  care  with  which 
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the  books  liave  been  kept.  I  do  not  say  that,  within  this  period, 
no  eri-ofs  wliMtever  have  occurred,  but  I  give  it  as  my  opinion  that 
there  have  been  no  more  of  them  than  conld  be  found  in  a  majority 
of  respectable  houses  of  equal  business  anywhere.  I  think  even 
now  advantageous  changes  could  be  made  in  some  of  the  forms  in 
use,  which  to  some  extent  would  change  the  interior  relations  of 
one  department  to  another,  and,  which  is  not  now  the  case,  put 
the  definite  responsibility  of  the  accounts  of  all  departments, 
except  that  of  the  Cashier,  upon  the  chief  Accountant.  As  to  the 
financial  department,  I  regard  its  management  as  above  re- 
proach, and  it  is  difiicult  for  me  to  see  how  the  system  could  be 
improved. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1870  an  inspection  was  made  of 
the  books  of  the  Concern  by  ]Mr.  E.  H.  Gouge  and  Mr.  Charles  A. 
Appel,  professional  accountants,  who  consumed  a  number  of  weeks 
in  that  labor  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Lanahan,  and  their  printed 
report  to  him  is  now  before  me.  It  will  be  found  among  the  pa- 
pei*s.  I  am  constrained  to  say,  that  these  gentlemen,  in  some  re- 
spects, do  not  treat  tlie  subject  fairly,  and  in  some  things,  as  will 
appear  hereafter,  fell  into  serious  professional  blunders.  Some  of 
their  strictures  are  unquestionably  just,  and  present  sundry  mat- 
ters in  a  light  not  at  all  creditable  to  the  Concern.  It  does  not 
require  even  a  book-keeper  to  see  this.  I  am  the  more  pleased  to 
canvass  this  report,  because  it  comprises,  in  a  compact  form,  the 
substance  of  all  the  allegations  on  the  subject  of  the  accounts 
which  appear  in  various  forms  scattered  through  the  controversy, 
and  is  a  professional  review  of  the  situation. 

Without  reference  to  the  order  in  which  the  strictures  of  these 
gentlemen  appear  in  their  report,  I  shall  remark  first  upon  those 
in  which  I  substantially  agree  with  them. 

The  business  entries  of  the  years  1862  and  1864,  including  also 
the  Bindery  and  Periodical  accoiints  of  1861,  of  which  they  speak 
on  page  2,  it  must  be  admitted  are  totally  inexcusable  as  specimens 
of  accounts.  The  closing  entries  of  these  years  partake  largely  of 
the  arbitrary,  and  are  awkwardly  executed.  Estimated  values,  to 
some  extent  justified,  we  must  admit,  by  the  real  or  supposed 
eftects  of  the  war  upon  trade,  supplanted  and  modified,  in  irregu- 
lar and  not  well  explained  ways,  subsisting  figures.  The  work 
shows  a  great  lack  of  competency,  and  presents  really  a  confused 
record.  I  do  not  find,  however,  as  a  consequence  of  these  things, 
that  the  Concern  was  made  either  richer  or  poorer.  Its  substance 
was  not  impaired  by  the  careless  clerical  shapes  into  which  it  was 
wrought  up.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  entry  of  Xovember 
30,  1868,  (pages,)  "To  Profit  and  Loss  for  correction  of  errors, 
$54,372  11,"  Avhich  we  must  admit  was  not  a  very  felicitous, 
though  doubtless  an  honest,  attempt  to  correct  the  closing  entries 
of  the  former  years. 

The  discrepancies  (page  3)  between  the  Inventories  and  the 
Ledger  may  be  generally  accounted  for  by  adding  the  Editors' 
Library,  etc.,  to  the  smaller  sums,  for  the  several  years,  except  for 
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the  year  1867,  when  the  inevitable  sum  of  $54,372  11,  above- 
named,  comes  in  to  make  havoc  of  quantities. 

I  ^ndi  prima  facie  errors  and  discrepancies  set  forth  in  this  re- 
port, here  and  there,  which  are  in  fact  no  errors  at  all,  and  which 
I  think  the  examiners  would  not  have  named  if  they  had  studied 
the  peculiarities  of  the  case,  and  sought  explanations  from  the 
book-keeper.  There  never  was  a  large  and  complex  business,  the 
proper  understanding  of  whicli  would  not  be  greatlv  facilitated  by 
a  consultation  with  the  accountants  in  charge.  In  this  case  they 
were  ignored.  Of  the  effect  of  this  I  subjoin  one  specimen,  which 
may  suffice  for  several  of  the  same  class.     On  page  4  it  is  said. : 

"III  the  book  of  Trial  Balances,  page  81,  is  an  'Exhibit  to  the 
Annual  Conferences,'  Nov.  30,  1868,  and  a  foot-note  contains  the 
following:  'According  to  the  above  Exhibit,  the  pi-ofits  for  the 
year  have  been  856,244  74.  The  variation  from  balance  sheet  re- 
sults from  discounting  the  accounts.'" 

The  amount  of  profit  shown  by  the  Ledger  is  but  853,446  46, 
and  the  same  appears  by  the  Exhibit. 

These  gentlemen  should  really  have  seen  through  this  without 
explanation,  but  a  word,  from  the  book-keeper  would  have  made  it 
plain  in  a  moment.  The  difference  between  $82,279  82  discounted 
from  the  debts  due  the  Concern  in  the  Exhibit  of  1867,  and 
$79,481  54  in  1868,  accounts  exactly  for  the  difference  between 
$56,244  74  and  |53,446  46,  therefore  the  "  foot-note  "  above  criti- 
cised is  right. 

It  is  stated  again  that 

"  Information  absolutely  necessary  to  a  proper  transaction  of  busi- 
ness is  meager  and  unsatisfactory  :  as,  for  instance,  in  a  majority  of 
eases  the  Bills  Receivable  Book  does  not  contain  a  record  of  where 
notes  are  payable,  or  how  long  they  have  to  run  ;  and  when  they 
are  paid,  the  simple  remark  '  paid  '  is  made  on  the  margin.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  Bills  Payable  Book ;  the  place  where  and  the 
time  when  the  notes  due  by  the  Concern  are  payable  are  not 
recorded." 

So  insignificant  a  part  of  the  business  of  the  Concern  consists  of 
notes  given  or  received,  that  there  is  not  an  urgent  necessity  for  a 
Bill  Book  at  all.  It  is  a  convenience  in  this  case  about  like  the 
pocket  memorandum  of  a  merchant.  A  Bill  Book  is  but  a  respect- 
able memorandum  book  at  best.  When  but  a  small  part  of  any 
business  consists  of  notes  given  or  received,  it  might,  not  without 
reason,  be  claimed  that  the  Ledger  itself  is  Bill  Book  enough.  I 
consider  this  criticism  frivolous.  Before  leaving  the  subject,  how- 
ever, I  will  say  that  I  consumed  about  a  day  in  examining  the 
accounts  of  Bills  Payable  and  Bills  Receivable  tor  the  space  of  ten 
years,  and  found  them  correct. 

On  page  3  Mr.  Gouge  says : 

"The  inventoryof  merchandise  on  hand  for  1868  on  the  Inventory 
Book  is  §161,403  99,  and  by  a  deduction  of  fifteen  per  cent,  it 
is  reduced  to  $130,738  04,  and  on  the  Ledger  it  is  entered 
$140,895  52." 
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This  is  the  most  unacconntable  blunder  Mr.  Gouge  has  f;illen 
into.  The  statement  is  totally  incorrect.  Even  the  minor  and  tlie 
major  sums  disagree  with  the  terms  of  discount.  The  Merchan- 
dise Inventory  of  1868  contains  six  items,  and  these  amount  to 
$140,895  52.  This  is  the  footing  on  the  Inventory  in  plain  figures. 
The  Inventory  footing  and  the  Ledger  entry  exactly  agree,  in 
direct  opposition  to  Mr.  Gouge's  statement. 

It  is  stated  further  as  follows : 

"  In  my  experience  as  an  accountant  for  more  than  twenty-five 
years  I  have  never  seen  or  known  a  Ledger  to  be  used  as  a  book 
of  original  entries,  which  I  find  to  be  the  case  in  this  examination. 
As,  for  instance,  whatever  is  standing  to  the  debit  or  credit  of 
Profit  and  Loss  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  transferred  bodily  from 
one  account  to  another,*  and  so  with  Merchandise,  Expense  Ac- 
count, Bindery,  Printing-Oftice,  and  many  other  accounts,  instead 
of  being  ])roperly  journalized." 

I  take  issue  with  Mr.  Gouge  here,  and  the  counting-house  fra- 
ternity will  sustain  me  in  pronouncing  his  criticism  groundless, 
and  the  thing  he  condenms  perfectly  proper. 

Accounts  on  a  Ledger  are  divided  into  three  classes :  Personal, 
Real,  and  Fictitious.  The  first  includes  the  accounts  of  individ- 
uals; the  second  includes  such  as  Cash,  Real  Estate,  Bills  Receiva- 
ble, Bills  Payable,  etc.  ;  the  third  includes  Expense  Account, 
Postnge,  Interest,  etc.  In  closing  a  set  of  books  all  the  accounts, 
real,  fictitious,  and  personal,  go  into  three  general  accounts.  The 
personal  and  real  accounts  pass  into  an  account  opened  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  closing  the  books,  styled  "  Balance  Account ;"  the 
fictitious  accounts  pass  into  Profit  and  Loss,  and  the  balances  of 
Protit  and  Loss  and  Balance  Account  both  pass  into  Stock  Ac- 
count, which  represents  the  proprietorship,  and  is  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  books. 

To  call  these  transfers  of  footings,  for  the  purpose  of  closing 
the  books,  original  entries,  is  simply  preposterous.  They  are  no 
more  original  entries  than  a  balance  brought  down  on  the  Ledger 
of  an  adjusted  account  is  an  original  entry.  Of  all  the  treatises 
on  book-keeping  I  remember  to  have  seen,  but  one  favors  Mr. 
Gouge's  method  of  carrying  these  closing  balances  through  the 
Day  Book  and  Journal,  and  back  again  to  the  Ledger ;  and, 
without  naming  the  woi'k,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  it  the 
poorest  and  most  pedantic  treatise  on  the  subject  that  I  ever 
studied. 

It  is  charged  that  "  the  books  are  kept  in  a  very  bungling  and 
inaccurate  manner,  neither  correct  in  theory  nor  fact." 

Yet  there  is  no  attempt  to  describe  the  theory  complained  of, 
and  every  serious  specification  of  error  in  fact  dates  back  from 
five  to  ten  years.  This  is  obviously  unfair,  as  applying  to  the 
present  situation. 

*  To  make  sense  of  this  he  must  mean  transferred  from  Profit  and  Loss  to 
Stock  Account. 
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It  is  charged  that  in  much  of  the  business  "the  Cash  books 
are  used  as  Journals,  and  a  great  variety  of  entries  other  than  of 
cash  are  made  there  indiscriminately  and  improperly  with  the  cash." 

This  method,  it  is  true,  does  not  necessarily  lead  to  practical 
errors,  but  it  is  inelegant  and  indefensible.  It  involves,  also,  an 
increase  of  labor  by  a  constant  succession  of  cross  entries.  This 
criticism  is  just. 

A  Ledger  account  in  1861  standing  against  Brown  Brothers 
&  Co.  for  $20,900,  and  carried  in  1862' to  Profit  and  Loss,  is 
named  by  way  of  animadversion. 

In  form,  this  was  an  erroneous  account ;  in  fact,  it  was  not.  A 
Ledger  account  is  a  simple  compilation  of  titles  and  amounts.  It 
never,  strictly  speaking,  explains  itself  The  explanation  of  this  is, 
that  the  Book  Concern  became  guarantor  on  a  letter  of  credit  for 
the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Church  South,  issued  by  Brown 
Brothers  &  Co.  When  the  time  for  reimbursement  came,  non- 
intercourse  existed  between  the  two  sections  of  country,  and 
the  guarantor  had  to  pay.  It  was  necessary  to  put  the  payment 
in  some  form  on  the  books.  By  a  clerical  mishap  it  was  charged 
to  Brown  Brothers  &  Co.,  instead  of  Suspense  Account  or  the 
Missioi.ary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
The  whole  debt,  principal  and  interest,  has  since  been  paid. 

A  grave  and  most  extraordinary  complaint  is  presented  by 
Mr.  Gouge  in  the  following  extraCt : 

"  On  the  debit  side  of  the  Capital  Stock  account,  Ledger  O, 
page  261,  I  find  the  following  entry:  'To  Profit  and  Loss  for 
correction  of  errors,  $54,3'72  11  ;'  and  this  amount  is  credited  to 
Profit  and  Loss,  page  115,  Ledger  O — or,  in  other  words,  entered 
as  a  profit.  If  an  error  really  did  occur  in  the  Inventory,  the 
net  assets  on  November  30,  1867,  should  be  $618,479  41,  instead 
of  S672,851  52;  and  on  November  30,  1869,  $948,057  94,  instead 
of  $1,002,430  05,  as  appears  on  the  Ledger." 

I  can  scarcely  imatrine  how  Mr.  Gouge  was  led  into  such 
absurdities  as  are  contained  in  the  above  quotation. 

Any  credit  to  Profit  and  Loss  made  prior  to  the  time  for 
closing  the  books,  and  having  its  corresponding  debit,  as  it  must, 
to  some  account  other  than  Stock  Account,  necessarily  shows  in 
the  Profit  and  Loss  account  as  a  profit.  But  a  credit  to  Profit 
and  Loss,  when  charged,  as  in  this  case,  to  Stock  Account,  is  sim- 
ply the  forgiveness  of  a  debt  due  by  Profit  and  Loss,  and  is 
entered  as  a  loss,  not,  as  Mr.  Gouge  says,  as  a  profit.  It  is  a 
charge  assumed  by  the  proprietor,  (Stock,)  and  by  a  reduction 
of  the  capital.  Profit  and  Loss  is  to  that  extent  set  free. 

The  remainder  of  tlie  ))aragraph  is  equally  preposterous.  The 
capital,  $608,334  15,  standing  in  Stock  Account,  November  30, 
1866,  is  reduced  to  $613,962  04,  by  relieving  Profit  and  Loss  of  a 
debt,  by  a  Stock  Account  credit  of  $54,372  11.  Mr.  Gouge  claims 
that  it  ought  to  be  deducted  again,  November  30,  1867,  from 
$672,851  52,  to  which  the  $613,962  04  had  grown  by  the  profits 
of  the  year,  namely,  $58,889  48.     Then,  spanning  an  interval  of 
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two  years,  this  inevitable  apparition  is  present  again,  demanding 
a  similar  reduction,  November  30,  18G9,  from  $1,002,430  05,  to 
Avhicli  at  that  date  the  intervening  profits  had  increased  the  capital. 

This  thing  of  book-keeping,  at  times,  has  a  tendency  to  confuse 
even  an  expert. 

Dr.  Lanahan's  objections,  which  appear  in  several  places,  as  to 
the  manner  of  handling,  certifying,  and  disposing  of  vouchers  in 
the  Printing  Department  and  Bindery,  possess  a  good  deal  of 
weight.  Bills  of  purchase  should  not  be  left  for  exclusive  audit 
and  certification  to  the  party  contracting  them,  nor  moneys  be 
paid  on  his  simple  monthly  statements,  in  the  absence  of  original 
bills.  To  be  sure,  payments  are  in  all  cases  made  to  the  sellers, 
in  checks  payable  to  their  order.  Fraud  here  would  require  a 
very  unlikely  collusion  between  the  supei-intendents  of  depai't- 
ments  and  the  sellers,  who  are  few  in  number,  and  generally  per- 
sons of  high  business  standing.  Still,  while  no  such  collusion  has 
been  discovered  by  me  in  the  Printing  Department,  one  of  the 
paper-dealers,  (to  be  noticed  hereafter,)  testifying  against  Good- 
enough,  proved  the  necessity  of  additional  checks,  in  stating  that 
he  sometimes  divided  his  profits  ^\*ith  the  enqyloye  of  a  patronizing 
house,  and  saw  nothing  wrong  in  it !  As  to  the  Bindery,  it  is 
more  than  a  probability  that  this  very  collusion  in  one  or  two 
cases  existed. 

The  former  methods  of  transacting  the  business,  in  the  above 
departments,  are  modified  to  some  extent,  but  there  is  still  room 
for  im])rovement. 

I  will  suggest,  also,  that  the  modes  of  keeping  periodical  accounts 
with  agents  (the  preachers)  might  be  improved.  Besides,  every 
Periodical  issued  ought  to  appear  in  an  independent  form  on  the 
books,  and  each  show  distinctly  its  gains  or  losses.  This  is  not  at 
present  the  case. 

An  analysis  of  the  balancing  entries  from  December  31, 1860,  to 
November  30,  1866,  shows  an  aggregate  loss  for  the  six  years  of 
$27,609  68,  leaving  out  of  view  the  sum  of  $116,841  90  paid  out 
during  that  period  by  order  of  the  General  Conference  for  Bishops' 
salaries  and  other  disbursements.  Counting  these,  the  aggregate 
profit  in  said  six  years  would  appear  to  have  been  $89,232  22, 
This  small  show  of  "^profits  results,  I  judge,  from  over-reduction  of 
values. 

During  the  above  interval  there  was  taken  off  the  valuation  of 
Real  Estate  $38,903  53,  and  off  the  valuation  of  Stock  the  sum  of 
$123,756  34.  It  strikes  me  that  the  reduction  of  values,  in  the 
period  above-named,  was  too  gi-eat.  Since  that  time,  however, 
the  estimates  of  Stock  and  Real  Estate  have  put  the  values 
liigher — in  my  opinion  not  higher  than  they  ought  to  be.  What- 
ever m;iy  be  otherwise  thought  or  said,  I  do  not  discover  at  any 
period  a  disposition  to  inflate  the  estimates  of  Assets.  In  perusing 
the  Annual  Exhibits  from  time  to  time,  it  would  be  just  ground 
for  congra.ulation  could  all  who  have  an  interest  in  the  business 
welfare  of  the  Book  Concern  believe,  as  I  mvself  fuUv  do,  that  this 
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great  property  of  the  Church  is  not  over-estimated  in  these  annual 
pnpers. 

I  will  proceed  now  to  speak  of  matters  touching  alleged  mis- 
management and  frauds  in  the  Printing  Department. 

The  gist  of  the  complaints  in  regard  to  the  Printing  Depart- 
ment of  the  (^oncern  is,  that  from  3Iay,  1:^64,  to  June,  1869,  the 
purchases  of  paper  were  made  through  and  from  ]\Ir.  James  F, 
Porter,  a  paper  dealer  and  a  broker,  and  that  there  existed  a 
corrupt  connivance  between  S.  J.  Goodenough,  Superintendent 
of  the  Printing  Department,  and  the  said  Porter,  by  reason 
of  which  the  Book  Concern  was  defrauded,  and  suffered  large 
loss. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  recite  the  great  number  of  details  with 
which,  from  your  investigations  heretofore,  your  respected  body 
is  familiar.  But  I  shall  canvass  said  details  within  a  reasonable 
range,  as  preparatory  to  a  statement  of  conclusions.  Ifl  my 
analysis  of  these  details  it  will  be  seen,  in  many  important  re- 
spects, how  little  aid  to  sincere  inquiry  is  to  be  derived  from  the 
great  mass  of  testimony  in  the  case. 

It  must  strike  any  impartial  observer,  in  perusing  this  testi- 
mony, that  almost  every  prominent  witness  for  the  complaint  had 
a  pecuniary  end  to  subserve,  or  a  grievance  to  redress,  or  a 
personal  pique  to  gratify,  or  some  of  his  own  shortcomings  to 
cover  up.  This  involved  many  of  the  principal  witnesses  in  fre- 
quent self-contradictions,  and,  now  and  then,  led  to  humiliating 
disclosures  of  a  very  loose  business  morality.  I  will  give  a  few 
examples  : 

Campbell,  Hall,  &  Co.,  who  sold  large  quantities  of  paper  to 
the  Concei-n  through  ]Mr.  Porter,  said  to  Dr.  Lnnahan  as  follows: 

(See  Dr.  Lanahan's  printed  communication  to  Book  Committee, 
January  27,  1870.) 

"  They  could  get  no  orders  from  the  Concern  without  paying 
Porter  a  commission,  which  commission  they  added  to  the  price 
of  the  papQr.  Thev  said  this  was  an  unusual  way  of  doing  busi- 
ness, but  submittecl  to  it  because  it  was  understood  by  the  trade 
generally  that  no  paper  could  be  sold  to  the  Concern  except 
through  "^Porter." 

Augustin  Smith,  one  of  the  firm  of  said  Campbell,  Hall,  &  Co., 
testifies  j^^^'  contra,  (see  Stenographic  Reports,  pages  173,  203, 
and  Bartow's  deposition  as  per  next  page.) 

"  That  his  firm  sent  for  Porter  to  secure  his  influence  to  sell  their 
paper  to  the  Book  Concern,  and  agreed  upon  a  commission  to  be 
paid  him,  which  was  afterward  increased." 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  prices  paid  by  the  Concern  in- 
creased with  the  increase  of  Porter's  commission.  If,  as  above 
stated,  this  was  an  unusual  way  of  doing  business,  and  a  wrong, 
hud  not  these  gentlemen  lost  the  moral  right  to  (;omplain  of 
Porter,  who  was  tempted  into  it  by  them,  or  of  Goodenough, 
who  was  a  still  more  remote  party?  "^  Had  they  a  right  to  speak 
at  all,  further  than  to  confess  themselves  particeps  criminis  f 
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Smith,  on  cross  examination,  (see  Stenographic  Reports,  page 
180,)  is  questioned  by  Rev.  J.  Rothweiler  as  follows  : 

"  Can  the  ]>ook  Concern  buy  paper  as  cheap  as  the  Bible  House, 
that  buys  a  larger  quantity  ? 

'■'■Ansicir.  The  Methodist  Book  Concern  can.  It  is  not  the 
quantity  that  regulates  the  price.  In  other  words,  you  can  buy 
one  hundred  reams  as  cheap  as  one  thousand." 

Per  Co7itra. 

Question  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Woodruff  to  Dr.  Lanahan,  (Steno- 
graphic Reports,  page  52  :) 

"Why  did  you  make  a  contract  early  in  June,  1869,  to  pay 
1*4  cents  for  50,000  lbs.  of  the  same  paper  that  the  Harpers  were 
paying  llh  cents  for? 

'''■Ansii'er.  Because  I  could  not  get  it  for  less,  taking  that  quan- 
tity. .  They  purchased  as  much  as  200,000  lbs.  at  one  time."' 

If  Smith's  statement  was  correct,  Mr.  Goodenough's  dis- 
placement did  not  save  the  Book  Concern  from  loss;  if  Dr. 
Lanahan  was  correct,  it  proves  Mr.  Smith  a  very  unreliable 
witness. 

Dr.  Lanahan  corrects  his  testimony  (page  207)  by  stating  that 
his  contract  was  for  171  cents,  Avbile  the  Harpers  paid  16 J.  This 
does  not  alter  the  significance  of  my  preceding  remarks. 

Smith  says  again,  (Stenographic  Reports,  page  1 75  :) 

"  That,  in  addition  to  commissions  paid  Porter,  his  firm  paid 
another  broker — a  Mr.  Bartow — one  per  cent,  on  all  paper  sold 
to  the  Book  Concern  through  Porter." 

This  3Ir.  Bartow  was  not  known  to  the  Book  Concern  at  all. 
Was  his  commission  also  added  to  the  price  of  the  paper  ?  This 
was  to  me  a  profound  mystery  until  I  i-ead  the  deposition  of  Mr. 
Bartow  in  the  pending  suit  of  Goodenough  vs.  Lanahan.  He 
there  says,  (April,  1871,) 

"That  Campbell,  Hall,  &  Co.  requested  him  to  call  on  Porter 
and  invite  him  there ;  and  promised  him  that  if  sales  should 
be  made  through  Porter  to  the  Book  Concern,  he  (Bartow)  should 
also  have  a  commission." 

It  thus  appears  that  the  Book  Concern,  for  its  alleged  losses 
through  Mr.  Porter's  agency,  is  primarily  indebted  to  the  diplo- 
macy of  this  firm.  Their  strategy  to  get  business  from  the  Con- 
cern led  them  to  seek  Porter,  and  the  bargainings  that  followed 
placed  Porter  in  a  position  which,  as  they  allege,  necessarily 
subjected  it  to  great  pecuniary  damage. 

Smith  again,  (Stenographic  Reports,  page  176,)  speaking  of 
the  business  as  done  through  Porter,  says  : 

"  Their  house  was  very  much  aggrieved  by  it." 

The  reason  for  this,  on  Mr.  Smith's  thesis,  is  not  obvious.  If 
the  commissions  came  out  of  the  Book  Concern,  Campbell,  Hall, 
&  Co.  did  not  suffer,  and  had  no  reason  for  being  aggrieved, 
nor  motive  for  desiring  a  change.  If  it  were  a  moral  aggrieve- 
ment,  I  could,  from  their  stand-point,  imagine  a  reason  for  it. 
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Campbell,  Hall,  &  Co,  say,  in  letter  of  November  6,  1869,  to 
Dr.  Lanahan  : 

"  Mr.  Porter  was  never  in  our  employ,  nor  was  be  our  agent." 

Smith,  (of  Campbell,  Hall,  &  Co.,)  per  contni,  under  oath,  May 
3,  1871,  in  the  pending  suit  of  Goodenough  vs.  Lanahan,  says: 

"  Paper  was  sold  b_y  us  (C,  H.,  &  Co.)  from  May,  1864,  to  June, 
1869,  through  James  F.  Porter;  since  then  through  T.  Bartow. 
Each  acted  for  us  in  the  like  capacity  of  a  broker." 

From  page  284  to  297  (Stenographic  Reports)  \\q  have  the 
testimony  of  John  J.  Murphy,  a  paper  merchant,  and  Philip  Carr, 
his  salesman.  These  gentlemen  evince  a  decided  hostility  to 
Porter  and  Goodenough.  and  the  obvious  reason  is  that  they  had 
often  tried  to  sell  their  paper  to  the  Concern  and  did  not  succeed. 
They  admit  that  their  paper  was  not  of  a  high  grade,  but  thought 
it  was  good  enough  for  ordinary  books  ;  they  offered  it,  they  say, 
at  unusually  low  rates.  Because  they  failed  to  make  sales  they 
thought  corruption  existed.  Mr.  Murphy,  on  cross  examination, 
said  he  sometimes  divided  his  cotnmissio?i  loith  the  emplot/e  or  buyer 
of  a  house,  and  saw  nothing  lorong  in  it!  He  admitted  transac- 
tions of  this  kind  did  not  appear  on  his  books.  If  Mr.  Murphy's 
business  is  extensive,  I  should  infer  that  there  are  some  other 
houses  besides  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  whose  employes  need 
looking  after.  The  perusal  of  the  testimony  will,  I  think,  show 
that  I  have  not  misrepresented  these  witnesses.  Quite  a  number 
of  other  witnesses,  both  for  the  accusation  and  the  defense,  tes- 
tify with  evident  fairness  as  to  the  prices  and  qualities  of  paper, 
the  advantage  of  dealing  through  brokers  and  middle-men  or 
direct  with  manufacturers,  etc. ;  but  they  differ  so  widely  that 
their  testimony,  as  a  whole,  leads  to  no  satisfactory  end. 

I  cannot  conceive  it  necessary  or  profitable  to  go  into  the 
scores  of  details  connected  with  this  branch  of  the  examination. 
We  need  most  to  get  at  desired  results  by  the  most  concise  and 
conclusive  methods. 

To  thi'ow  light  on  the  question  of  reasonable  or  excessive  prices 
as  paid  by  Goodenough,  I  here  introduce  an  example  as  a  basis 
for  comparison. 

I  procured  from  one  of  the  largest  publishing  houses  in  the  city 
the  average  cash  price  of  a  staple  paper  during  Goodenough's  last 
year,  ending  June,  1869,  and  the  average  price  for  the  next  year, 
ending  June,  1870  ;  and  the  average  price  for  the  next  year,  end- 
ing June,  1871.  I  compared  them  with  the  average  price  paid  by 
Goodenough  for  a  staple  paper  to  Camobell,  Hall,  &  Co.,  for  his 
last  year,  ending  June,  1869  ;  and  by  Dr.  Lanahan  for  the  next 
year,  ending  June,  1870;  and  for  the  next  year,  ending  June, 
1871. 

The  average  declension  for  the  first  year,  ending  June,  1870, 
for  the  publishing  house  above  alluded  to,  was  5  49-100. 

The  average  declension  for  the  second,  year  (still  from  the  price 
of  Goodenough's  last  year)  was  8  53-100. 

The   average  declension  of  Book  Concern   prices  from  Good- 


604:  Journal  of  the  General  Conference.  [1812. 

enough's  last  year,  foi'  the  year  ending  June,  1870,  was  10  per 
cent. 

And  for  the  next  year  (from  Goodenough's  last  year)  ending 
June,  1871,  was  8  50-100. 

This  seems  to  prove  that  Campbell,  Hall,  &  Co.  fell  quite  low 
in  their  prices  in  tlie  first  year  of  Dr.  Lanahan's  purchases,  but 
have  since  been  creeping  up ;  while  in  the  case  of  the  house  above 
alluded  to,  the  prices  continued  to  grow  less. 

There  are  two  main  questions  I  shall  now  consider : 

1.  Was  it  right  and  proper  for  Mr.  James  F.  Porter,  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  occupy  the  peculiar  position 
which,  for  five  years,  he  did  ?  I  unliesitatingly  say  not.  I  re- 
gard it  as  a  decided  business  impropriety.  Had  it  not  been  for 
Mr.  Porter's  surroundings,  neither  the  manufacturers  nor  Mr, 
Goodenough  would  have  tliought  of  him  more  than  of  any  one  of 
a  thousand  young  men  in  New  York  for  the  position  they  gave  him. 

The  sim]jle  case,  stripped  of  all  covering,  and  stated  in  plain  lan- 
guage, is  just  this  :  James  F.  Porter  was  employed,  and  paid  hand- 
somely, by  the  manufacturers,  to  make  sure  their  business  with 
the  Book  Concern,  because  his  father  was  one  of  its  managers. 
Mr.  Goodenough,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Printing  Department, 
favored  him,  very  naturally,  in  that  position,  from  a  desire  to 
please  his  father.  His  father,  without  ill  intent,  and  from  very 
natural  impulses,  felt  a  desire  to  bestow  upon  his  son,  but  in  an 
unjustifiable  way,  the  business  benefits  of  his  position.  James  F. 
Porter  himself  was  sufficiently  acute  to  take  in  all  the  features  of 
the  case  at  a  glance,  and  made  haste  to  improve  his  opportunities. 
None  will  deny  that  he  did  this  effectually.  He  exacted,  much  of 
the  time,  an  unusually  large  pay  from  the  manufacturers,  who 
eitiier  were,  or  thought  they  were,  in  his  power.  He  urged  his 
demands,  almost  oppressively,  upon  the  manufacturers,  and  cairied 
his  points.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that,  in  the  language  of  one 
firm,  they  felt  themselves  much  aggrieved.  Hence,  when" Porter's 
occupation  was  gone,  and  Goodenough  had  yielded  his  place,  their 
former  friends,  and  those  that  failed  to  gain  their  friendship,  kept 
alive  a  keen  lemembrance  of  the  past,  and  fell  upon  them  both 
with  a  lively  retaliation.  This  is  amply  illustrated  in  the  steno- 
graphic reports  of  the  testimony. 

None  can  reasonably  deny  that  the  peculiar  connection  of  Mr. 
Porter  with  the  paper  purchases  of  the  Book  Concern  gave  rise  to 
damaging  suspicions  and  dangerous  influences.  It  was  a  wrong 
to  put  and  keep  him  in  the  place  he  occupied. 

2.  Was  the  Book  Concern  defrauded  by  Mr.  Goodenough  and 
Mr.  Porter,  each  or  either?  or  did  it  sufier  pecuniary  loss  through 
or  by  them  ? 

I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  the  slightest  evidence  of  any 
corrupt  collusion  between  Mr.  Goodenough  and  Mr.  Porter  in  the 
business  transactions  with  which  they  were  connected.  As  to  Mr. 
Goodenough's  honesty  as  Superintendent  of  the  Printing  Depart- 
ment, after  a  thorough  examination  I  have  not  a  suspicion  or  a 
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doubt.  That  he  discharged  his  duties  faithfully  is  undeniable.  Nor 
have  I  seen  any  evidence  to  convince  rae  that  the  commissions  of 
Porter,  large  as  some  of  them  were,  came  out  of  the  Book  Concern. 

I  have  noticed  a  few  instances  where  Mr.  Porter's  charges  for 
paper,  ordered  from  him  as  a  dealer,  were  excessive.  These  trans- 
actions, however,  were  not  large,  and  the  sums  involved  are  com- 
paratively unimportant ;  but  as  to  the  great  bulk  of  the  business, 
justice  compels  me  to  say,  after  mature  inquiry,  that  the  Book 
Concei-n  was  well  served  through  James  F.  Porter,  both  as  to  the 
quality  of  paper  and  the  prices  paid  for  it.  That  the  paper  used  by 
the  Book  Concern,  as  a  whole,  while  Goodenough  was  Superin- 
tendent, and  during  the  term  of  Porter's  service,  was  obtained  at 
fair  market  rates,  I  firmly  believe. 

The  principal  part  of  all  the  paper  used  during  the  above  period 
was  bought  of  two  firms :  S.  D.  Warren  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  and 
Campbell,  Hall,  &  Co.,  of  New  York.  If  it  be  shown  that  the 
average  prices  paid  by  the  Concern  for  paper  to  these  firms  were 
fair  market  prices,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  assume  that  the  entire 
purchases  were  made  in  the  same  manner. 

I  will  take  up  first  S.  D.  Warren  &  Co.  I  have  before  me  a 
letter  signed  by  Mr.  S.  I).  Warren,  in  which  he  says  : 

I  find  on  examination  of  my  books  that  the  average  price  of  all 
the  papers  charged  by  me  to  the  Methodist  Book  Concern,  the 
orders  for  which  came  through  James  F.  Porter,  was  as  follows : 

Book  paper IT'll  per  lb. 

News      "      15-68      " 

My  sales  of  the  balance  of  all  of  the  same  kinds  of  paper  to 
other  parties  during  the  same  interval  was  as  follows : 

Book  paper 17'40  per  lb. 

News      "     15-71      " 

Mr.  Warren,  in  his  deposition  in  the  suit  of  Goodenough  vs. 
Lanahan,  repeats,  under  oath,  the  above  statement.  It  shows  that 
the  Book  Concern,  during  the  period  named,  did  not  pay  quite  so 
much  as  other  publishers  for  the  same  paper. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  same  information  from  Campbell,  Hall  & 
Co.,  which  was  so  freely  given  by  Warren  &  Co.,  I  visited  them 
in  person  and  made  my  request.  I  met  Mr.  Smith  of  that  firm. 
He  treated  me  courteously,  but  declined  to  answer  my  inquiries. 
He  would  not  say  whether  the  special  or  average  sales  to  other 
publishers,  at  the  same  dates,  of  the  same  paper,  sold  by  them  to 
the  Book  Concern  through  Porter,  were  at  higher  or  lower  prices 
than  the  Book  Concern  paid.  He  would  not  even  say  whether  he 
considered  the  prices  paid  through  Porter  fair  market  prices  or 
not.  I  apprised  him  that  I  knew  Dr.  Lanahan  was,  and  had  been, 
paying  his  fii-m  a  higher  price  than  they  were,  and  had  been,  get- 
ting for  the  same  paper  from  the  Harpers ;  this  he  did  not  deny. 
I  held  in  my  hand  a  paper,  giving  once  every  few  months,  for  the 
years  1868,  1869,  1870,  1871,  the  prices  which  the  Book  Concern 
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had  been  paying  his  firm  for  a  particular  kind  of  paper,  largely- 
used  both  by  the  Concern  and  the  Harpers.  I  lold  him  my  object 
was  to  ascertain  whether  the  difference  was  more  or  less  between 
the  prices  paid  by  the  Book  Concern  and  the  Harpers  before 
Goodenough  left  than  since.  The  information  could  have  been 
given  in  a  i'Qw  minutes,  and  it  would  have  served  the  cause  of  jus- 
tice.    He  declined. 

I  applied  for  the  same  information  to  the  Harpers.  I  was  re- 
ceived with  courtesy,  but  they  also  declined.  As  neither  of  those 
houses  had  any  personal  partiality  for  the  defense  in  this  contro- 
versy, I  interpreted  th8se  refusals  as  favorable  to  Goodenough. 

Keeping  in  view  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  Just  presented, 
is  it  not  most  unlikely  that  Campbell,  Hall,  &  Co.  would  avoid 
such  an  opportunity  as  this  was  to  justify  their  repeated  asser- 
tions, that  the  Book  Concern  paid  relatively  higher  prices  for 
paper  before  Goodenough  left  than  afterward  ?  Is  it  not  logical 
to  assume  that  they  would  not  have  withheld  the  facts,  if  the  facts 
would  have  supported  their  assertion  ?  I  am  fully  convinced,  if 
they  would  answer,  that  their  answer  would  agree  with  that  of 
^fr.  Warren. 

In  my  application,  as  above  named,  to  Campbell,  Hall,  &  Co.,  I 
did  not  expect  them  to  make  a  total  average,  as  Warren  &  Co.  had 
t9,ken  the  trouble  of  doing.  As  sufficient  for  my  purpose,  I  sought 
a  comparison  on  a  basis  strictly  defined.  It  was  to  get  in  one 
view  the  comparative  prices  paid  by  the  Harpers  and  the  Book 
Concern  for  the  same  paper  at  the  several  dates  named — not  the 
pi-ices  at  the  dates  of  delivery,  but  at  the  dates  when  the  orders 
were  given  or  the  contracts  made.  Between  the  date  of  an  order 
or  contract,  and  the  time  of  delivery,  a  month  or  two  might  often 
intervene,  and  during  this  interval  the  fluctuations  of  the  market 
would  show  at  times  a  marked  difference  in  the  bills  of  two  houses 
for  the  same  paper.  I  avoided,  also,  paper  in  odd  lots,  or  only  occa- 
sionally used.  I  only  regret  that  my  effort  to  settle  this  point  as 
well  with  Campbell,  Hall,  &  Co.,  as*  it  was  already  settled  in  the 
case  of  Warren  &  Co.,  was  not  more  successful. 

By  these  two  witnesses,  however,  more  important  than  all 
others — in  the  case  of  one  by  irresistible  inference,  and  the  other 
by  inevitable  figures — it  is  proven  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt 
that  the  Book  Concern  during  the  superintendency  of  Mr.  Good- 
enough  paid  no  moi'e  for  paper  than  respectable  publishers  gener- 
ally, and  no  more  above  the  price  paid  by  the  Harpers  than  is 
now  paid  ;  for  it  seems  to  be  conceded  that  they  always  pay  less 
than  the  Book  Concern.  This  is  complimentary  to  them,  but  not 
exactly  creditable  to  us.  If  I  were  agent  of  the  Book  Concern, 
and  had  to  pay  more  for  paper  than  the  Harpers,  I  certainly 
should  not  pay  it  to  the  same  manufacturers. 

I  come  now  to  consider  the  affairs  of  the  Bindery. 

The  Book  Committee,  January  31,  1870,  appointed  a  Sub-Com- 
mittee to  frame  issues  in  pending  matters,  and  said  Sub-Committee 
was   instructed   to   furnish    Mr.   Hoffman,    ex-Superintendent   of 
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Bindery,  with  a  draft  of  the  charges  against  him.  Tlie  Sub-Com- 
mittee consisted  of  Messrs.  Pike,  Moore,  Vernon,  and  M'Lean,  the 
last-named  not  serving.  The  action  of  the  Sub-Committee  is  re- 
ported as  follows : 

"  Copy  of  tlie  paper  drawn  up  by  special  Committee,  approved 
by  the  Book  Committee,  and  conveyed  to  Mr.  Hoffman. 

"New  York,  January  31.  1870. 
"  H.  R.  Hoffman,  Esq. : 

"  Dear  Sir — The  Book  Committee  desire  information  from  you 
on  the  following  points: 

"  1.  The  Sub-Committee  reported  a  deficit  of  about  1400  dozen 
skins  between  December,  1867,  and  September,  1869.  How  can 
you  account  for  tliis  deficit? 

"  2.  What  account  can  you  give  of  141  dozens  of  sheep-skins, 
sent  from  the  Book  Room  by  your  orders  about  the  last  of  March 
1869. 

"3.  The  bills  sliow  that  you  purchased  in  December,  1868,  be- 
tween twenty-five  and  twentj'^-six  hundred  pounds  of  glue.  Can 
you  show  that  said  glue  was  ever  received  at  the  Bindery,  and  if 
so,  liow  it  was  used? 

"  4.  It  is  reported  to  us  that  you  bought  at  one  time  four  yards 
of  black  velvet,  at  $17  per  yard.     What^became  of  it? 

"5.  In  April,  1869,  six  pieces  of  shirting  muslin  came  to  the 
Book  Concern  from  Lord  &  Taylor,  Can  you  show  how  it  was 
used  ? 

"  6.  On  at  least  two  occasions  Mr.  Myers,  it  appears,  receipted 
for  more  money  than  he  had  earned  or  received.  Can  you  give 
the  I'easons  for  these  facts? 

"  7.  Several  other  discrepancies  appeared  between  the  amounts 
due  on  wages  and  the  amounts  receipted  for.  Can  you  explain 
these  disci-epancies? 

"  8.  Can  you  explain  the  use  made  of  the  various  sums  of  money 
drawn  for  the  Bindery  department  for  miscellaneous  articles  ? 

"  9.  Can  you  give  any  definite  account  of  the  amount  of  gold 
sweepings  accruing  in  the  Bindery  department,  monthly  or  yearly, 
and  their  value  ? 

"  10.  It  appears  that  the  names  of  several  parties  were  retained 
on  the  pay-roll  after  they  ceased  to  be  employed,  as  shown  by  the 
books  of  the  head  of  the  folding  department.  Can  you  explain  the 
propriety  of  these  things? 

"11.  Do  you  know  of  any  record  showing  that  goods 
bought  for  the  Bindery  were  duly  received,  and  if  received, 
that  they  corresponded  in  quantity  and  quality  with  the  goods 
purchased? 

"  12.  Can  you  give  any  account  of  a  certain  lot  of  morocco — 
about  forty  dozens — purchased  by  you  of  Mr.  Lutkins  for  the 
Bindery  which  was  afterward  exposed  for  sale  in  the  tin  shop  of  a 
Mr.  Nelson  on  Pearl-street? 

"  13.  You  are  shown  by  parties  which  have  been  before  us  to 
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have  received  a  commission  on  materials  purchased  for  the  Bind- 
ery.    On  what  grounds  do  you  justify  this  procedure  ? 
"  Very  respectfully,      '  L.  M.  Veknox, 

"  Sec.  Book  Committee  M.  E.  Church.'" 

I  have  carefully  scrutinized  the  testimony  taken  for  and  against 
Mr.  Hoffman  in  the  hearings  before  the  Committee  upon  the  above 
constructive  charges.  I  have  also  taken  other  measures  to  secure, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  best  understanding  of  the  case.  I  Tvill  pass 
over  No.  1  for  the  present,  and  will  notice  it  hereafter ;  also  Xo.  6 
and  Xo.  7. 

As  to  Xo.  2,  the  testimony  is  very  contradictory,  Hoffman  and 
Roys  both  asserting  that  the  latter  sent  back  a 'lot  of  skins  in 
exchange  for  the  lot  of  141  dozens  sent  from  the  Book  Concern  by 
the  former.  Andrus  and  Jones  (Roys'  clerk)  both  testify  that  Roys 
got  the  141  dozen,  but  did  not  believe  any  similar  number  had  been 
returned.  Dr.  Porter's  testimony  is  (Stenographic  Reports,  403) 
that  the  skins  sent  back  to  Roys' did  not  answer,  and  the  bill  for 
tiiem  was  not  certified  nor  paid,  and  the  inference  is  that  the  same 
number  of  skins  which,  as  Hoffman  says,  came  back  in  lots  in 
place  of  them,  were  paid  for  when  received  from  Roys.  The  case 
is  not  made  out  against  Hoffman. 

As  to  Xo.  3,  relating  to  the  purchase  of  more  glue  by  Hoffuian 
than  was  used  in  the  Bindery,  I  will  say. 

That  Hoffman's  purchases  of  glue  from  December  1,  1868,  to 
September  1, 1869,  amounted  to  5,363  pounds  in  all.  Mr.  Andrus, 
soon  after  he  obtained  the  post  of  Superintendent,  testified  (Steno- 
graphic Reports,  115)  that  1,300  pounds  of  glue  would  last  a  year. 
But  the  books  show  Mr.  Andrus's  purchases  to  have  been  in  two 
years,  ending  September  1, 1871,  5,110  pounds.  As  Hoffman  turned 
out,  accoiding  to  the  books,  more  work  in  the  twenty-oiie  months 
than  Andrus  did  in  the  two  years,  one  bought  about  as  much 
glue  as  the  other.     This  ought  to  be  a  sufficient  answer. 

As  to  Nos.  4  and  5,  I  consider  the  testimony  favorable  to  Mr. 
Hoffman.  Certainly  nothing  is  proven,  and  the  explanations  are 
of  an  exculpatory  character. 

As  to  Xo.  8-,  it  having  always  been  the  practice  to  meet  the 
Superintendent's  drafts  for  small  sums  to  cover  internal  incident- 
als without  requiring  details,  a  custom  not  commendable,  it  was 
not  reasonable  to  expect,  after  considerable  time  had  elapsed,  that 
a  strict  account  could  be  given. 

As  to  Xo.  9,  whatever  wrong  might  be  found  here  would  attach 
to  the  Agents,  who  gave  the  gold  sweepings  to  Mr.  Hoffman  as 
an  addition  to  his  salary,  except  a  certain  part,  estimated  by  An- 
<lrus  at  about  one  third,  which,  by  a  custom  more  honored  i'n  the 
breach  than  the  observance,  went  as  perquisites  to  the  finisher  and 
stamper,  (Stenographic  Reports,  1 1 3.)  What  Mr.  Hoflman's  receipts 
from  this  perquisite  amounted  to  cannot  be  definitely  known,  as  no 
account  was  kept.  The  only  purpose  to  be  usefully  served  is  to  fix 
the  exact  amount  of  Hoftman's  salary. 
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The  vnlne  of  the  sweepings  is  estimated  hy  Mr.  Pike  for  six 
years  at  $1,600  per  year,  and  by  Dr.  Lanahan  about  the  same.  I 
judge  this  average  to  be  about  correct ;  and  if  Mr.  Andrus  is 
right,  that  about  one  third  went  to  the  stamper  and  finisher,  Hoff- 
man actually  realized  about  §1,100  per  year. 

No.  10  was  abandoned. 

As  to  No.  11,  inquiring  if  there  was  any  record  of  goods  bought, 
showing  that  they  were  diily  received,  etc.,  it  was  admitted  by 
Hoffman  that  no  such  record  existed.  This  was  most  discredita- 
ble to  all  concerned — discreditable  to  the  Agent  having  charire  <'f 
the  Bindery  Department  as  a  business  manager,  discreditable  to 
Hoffman  as  Superintendent,  discreditable  to  Andrus  as  Hoff- 
man's foreman,  who  helped  Hoffman  effectually  to  do  nothing 
right  in  this  line  of  duty ;  for  two  cyphers  will  not  make  an 
integer. 

As  to  No.  12,  relating  to  forty  dozen  of  morocco  discovered  by 
Mr.  Lutkins  in  a  tin-shop,  and  alleged  by  him  to  have  been  leather 
which  he  sold  some  two  years  before  to  the  Methodist  Book  Con- 
cern. The  implication  is  that  Hoffman  had  some  fraudulent  con- 
nection Math  its  sale  to  the  party  holding  it. 

If  this  case  had  stood  alone  there  is  nothing  developed  in  it 
that  could  create  a  suspicion  against  Hoffman  more  than  against 
Andrus,  who  had  charge  of  the  Stock-Room,  or  any  other  of  the 
persons  in  the  Bindery,  It  only  connects  itself  with  him  in  a  sus- 
picious sense,  because  of  a  great  number  of  other  things  of  a 
really  suspicious  character  which  had  already  put  him  on  the 
defensive.  Nothing  legitimately  in  the  case  points  to  him  as  a 
wrong-doer.  It  is  very  clear  that  the  man  who  had  the  leather  in 
his  possession  had  never  seen  Hoffman  until  he  called  with  Lutkins 
to  look  at  it.  The  animus  of  Lutkins,  in  seeking  before  your  body 
to  impugn  Hoffman's  character,  is  patent.  A  previous  rupture 
had  occurred  between  them,  and,  like  Byron's  two  last  men  and 
enemies,  they  seemed  ready  to  die  of  mutual  hideousness.  Lut- 
kins confessed  liis  own  dishonest  acts  to  make  Hoffman  appear  a 
criminal  participant.  A  conspiracy  with  Hoffman  was  alleged  to 
have  existed,  when  they  were  friends,  to  defraud  the  Book  Concern, 
by  giving  the  latter  one  half  the  profits  on  goods  sold  to  the  Book 
Concern  foi-  the  Bindery.  Lutkins  is  the  chief  witness  of  his  class 
before  the  Committee,  whose  own  confessions  tainted  his  credi- 
bility, and  I  believe  the  only  one  who  took  offense  when  asked  for 
much-needed  explanations,  and  would  not  answer  further  than  to 
say  that  what  lie  was  speaking  of  "  he  knew  intuitively." 

As  to  No.  13,  relating  to  the  charge  of  receiving  commissions 
on  materials  purchased  for  the  Bindery. 

It  is  on  this  charge  in  Hoffman's  favor  that  the  principal  New 
York  merchants,  twelve  in  number,  from  whom  he  made  his  pur- 
chases for  the  Bindery,  and  with  most  of  whom  the  Book  Concern 
continues  to  deal,  signed  a  paper  declaring  that  Hoffman  never 
received,  directly  nor  indirectly,  any  commission  or  profit,  in  cash, 
or  note  or  check,  or  any  articles  of  value,  and  that  their  sales  were 
39 
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at  lowest  cash  prices.  (See  their  paper  of  February  4,  1870, 
among  the  official  documents.) 

Tlic  only  affirming  witness  is  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Lutkins,  who  says 
that  for  a  time  he  paid  HoiFman  10  per  cent,  commission,  and 
afterward  accepted  him  as  a  partner,  sharing  with  liim,  on  all  Book 
Concern  purchases,  half  the  profits. 

It  is  not  easy  to  tell  how  far  a  man,  who  is  hostile  to  another, 
may  vohintarily  impeach  and  injure  himself,  in  order  to  punish  an 
enemy,  by  telling  the  truth.  It  is  obvious  that  in  this  case  there 
arose  a  trial  of  strengtli  between  self-protection  of  character  and 
personal  animosity.  Though  the  vindictive  prevailed,  I  am  half 
convinced  that  we  are  indebted  to  it  for  the  truth.  If  it  were  not 
for  one  circumstance  I  would  waver  less ;  that  is,  that  while  HoiF- 
man was  getting  half  the  profits,  and  at  the  same  time  was  in  a 
position  to  dictate  prices.  Ids  interest  was  to  make  the  profits  large 
and  satisfactory.  Yet  Lutkins  states  (Sten.  Keports,  152  and  488) 
that  the  profits  dwindled  so  much  that  "there  was  nothing  to 
divide,"  and  he  stopped  selling  to  the  Concern.  He  says  Hoflman 
was  dissatisfied  with  the  amount  he  was  receiving,  and  the  thing 
ended.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  business  world  never  heard 
before  of  so  honest  a  way  of  managing  a  dishonest  partnership. 

Upon  the  whole  I  shall  have  to  leave  this  question  unsettled, 
and  call  it  doubtful,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  which  party 
should  have  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

I  notice  now  Nos.  6  and  7,  relating  to  the  alleged  differences 
between  the  amounts  paid  to  employes,  and  the  amounts  which 
they  receipted  for,  which  amounts  Hoffman  received  for  disburse- 
ment. 

This  is  another  difficult  part  of  the  business  to  decide  upon. 
Hoftnian  points  to  the  I'eceipts  of  the  parties  for  his  justification. 
In  law^  this  would  be  a  stronghold.  But  with  Lutkins  (with  whom 
I  do  not  want  to  sympathize  in  every  thing)  I  am  almost  tempted 
to  claim  that  I  perceive  "intuitively"  there  is  something  wrong 
here.  I  cannot  invent  a  reasonable  explanation  of  the  facts  of 
record,  taken  together  with  others  which  I  have  gathered  up. 

The  accusation  is  reduced  to  the  following  form  by  Dr.  Lanahan 
in  his  "Statement  to  the  Book  Committee,"  Jan.  27,  1870,  which 
includes  substantially  both  Nos.  6  and  7  : 

"  Mr.  Hoffman's  wages  book,  compared  with  the  book  of  the  fore- 
man of  the  sheet  room,  shows  that  from  Dec.  IG,  1868,  to  April  1, 
1869,  a  period  of  less  than  four  months,  he  (Hoffman)  drew  from 
the  cashier  $448  45  more  than  he  paid  his  emjyloi/ta.  This  dif- 
ference of  $448  45  was  made  up  by  overcharging  about  220  ac- 
counts of  about  61  persons." 

The  explanations  given  by  Mr.  Hoffman  (Stenographic  Reports, 
418,  413)  are  substantially  that  small  sums  were  often  paid  above 
what  was  earned  to  keep  the  hands  from  "  striking,"  and  some- 
times small  advances  in  cases  of  sickness  or  great  need.  This 
charge  was  not  rigidly  canvassed,  and  the  explanations  of  Mr. 
Hoffinan,  together  with  those  of  Dr.  Carlton  and  Dr.  Porter,  who 
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doubtless  had  in  their  minds  cases  that  really  occurred,  made  such 
a  showing  that  the  charge  evidently  stood  not  proven,  and  if  I 
had  been  of  the  Book  Committee  f  should  have  voted  with  the 
majority.  But  I  would  not  do  so  now.  The  comparison  of  the 
list,  covering  the  above  interval,  preserved  by  the  foreman  of  the 
sheet  room,  (Mr.  Muir,)  with  the  wages  book,  shows  on  eight  suc- 
cessive pay-days  a  difference,  in  even  amounts,  of  from  one  to  four 
dollars  in  almost  every  account.  I  talked  with  Mr.  Muir.  He 
seemed  a  plain,  honest  man,  and  was  obviously  not  malicious. 
He  has  been  a  great  many  years  in  the  Bindery.  Plis  duty  was  to 
make  up  the  bills  of  work  for  hands  in  the  sheet  room,  mostly  fe- 
males, and  these  were  to  be  paid  as  he  made  them  up  by  Mr. 
Hoffman.     He  was  positive  his  list  was  correct. 

I  had  conversations  with  numbers  of  the  females  whose  accounts 
are  in  question,  and  who  are  still  engaged  there.  None  that  I 
talked  with  couhi  remember  drawing  more  wages  than  Mr.  Muir 
put  on  their  tickets.  "When  asked  hoAv  it  came  that  they  receipted 
for  more  money  tlian  the  tickets  called  for,  they  did  not  seem  to 
know  they  did  it.  The  employes  generally  kept  no  record  of 
their  accounts,  and  those  I  found  did  not  go  back  far  enough  to 
cover  the  inquiry.  Though  there  is  no  positive  or  legal  proof 
condemnatory  of  Mr.  Hoffman,  the  circumstances  of  the  case  give 
it  a  decidedly  dark  appearance.  If  the  Committee,  composed  of 
Messrs.  Yernon,  Pike,  and  Moore,  in  January,  1870,  had  sought 
interview's  with  the  employes  in  the  sheet  department,  they  would 
no  doubt  have  obtained  the  small  books  in  which  many  of  them 
keep  their  accounts,  but  which  seldom  go  more  than  a  year  or  two 
back. 

I  wonder  also  why  that  Sub-Committee  did  not  include  in  the 
examination  of  Hoffman  the  case  in  which  Jones  (Roys's  clerk) 
testified  (Stenographic  Reports,  126)  that  he  handed  Hoffman 
$230  from  Roys. 

I  come  lastly  to  notice  No.  1,  relating  to  an  alleged  deficit 
of  fourteen  bundled  dozen  skins  between  December,  1867,  and 
September,  1869: 

Hoffman  admits  no  deficit,  but  by  implication  puts  the  onus  of 
accounting  for  any  deficit,  if  there  was  one,  upon  Andrus,  his 
foreman. 

He  asserts  that  Andrus  had  charge  of  the  stock  and  dealt  it 
out,  and  superintended  the  cutting,  most  of  which  was  done  by 
his  own  father-in  law.  He  asserts  also  that  the  room  in  which 
the  leather  was  kept  was  open  to  all  the  employes  of  the  house, 
three  hundred  in  number,  and  that  this  was  so  because  there  was 
no  other  place  to  keep  it.  The  whole  case  presents  the  picture 
of  a  carelessly  governed  department.  It  would  be  very  rare 
among  three  hundred  people  anywhere  not  to  find  more  than  one 
ready  to  lay  dishonest  hands  on  his  neighbor's  goods  with  an 
opportunity  like  this. 

Mr.  Andrus,  the  present  superintendent,  undertook  in  1869 
to  make  au  estimate  of  the  number   of  dozens  of  moi'occo  and 
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other  leather  it  would  require  to  bind  the  books  turned  out  from 
December  1,  1867,  to  September  1,  1869. 

From  December  1, 1867,  to  December  1, 1868,  he  estimates  that 
there  were  required  for  the  work  done, 

Morocco 119  dozen. 

Imitation  morocco 39       " 

158  dozen. 

Other  leather 733      " 

From  December  1,  1868,  to  September  1,  1869, 

Morocco 92  dozen. 

Imitation  morocco 23       " 

114  dozen. 

Other  leather 512      " 

The  estimates  are  put  upon  two  loose  half  sheets  of  foolscap, 
and  give  evidence  of  having  been  carelessly  prepared.  Mr.  An- 
drus  himself,  when  I  informed  him  that  many  of  his  figures  were 
multiplied  and  divided  erroneously,  informed  me  that  he  got  it 
up  in  a  hurry,  and  did  not  suppose  it  was  to  be  used  as  it  had  been. 

The  estimates  for  the  nine  months  from  December  1,  1868,  to 
September  1,  1869,  do  not  even  contain  the  number  of  volumes, 
but  simply  the  size  of  the  book  and  the  number  of  dozens,  as,  for 
instance : 

24mo  Bibles 18  dozen, 

I  do  not  attach  a  great  deal  of  importance  to  this  estimate,  for 
I  do  not  think  the  necessary  care  was  bestowed  upon  it.  Besides, 
the  testimony  proves  that  Mr.  Andrus  was  not  well  skilled  in 
such  things.     I  believe  he  could  do  better  now. 

Whatever  is  to  be  brought  out  of  this  case  to  prove  of  service 
now,  must  be  deduced  from  statistical  facts,  and  comparisons  of 
the  several  years  of  the  quadrennial  term  in  the  business  of  the 
bindery.     I  proceed  accordingly. 

The  leather  and  cloth  bought  by  Hoffman  from  December  1, 
1867,  to  December  1,  1868,  was, 

Morocco 202  dozen. 

All  other  kinds 1,409     " 

1,611  dozen. 

Cloth : 600  pieces. 

Work  done $90,961  78. 

From  December  1,  1868,  to  December  1,  1869, 

Morocco 423  dozen. 

All  other  kinds 538      " 

961  dozen. 

Cloth 423  pieces. 

Work  done $111,744  44. 

Andrus  from  September  1,  1869,  to  December  1,  1869,  bought 
no  cloth,  and  of  leather  only  56  dozen. 
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The  stock  he  reported  on  hand  December  1,  18G9,  was, 

Morocco 163  dozen. 

All  orticr  kinds 376      " 

539  dozen. 

Deduct  Andrus's  purchases 56     " 

Then  Andrus  begins  December  1, 1869,  with  483  dozen  of  skins 
on  hand,  as  follows : 

Morocco 163  dozen. 

All  otlier  kinds 320     " 

And  cloth 340  pieces. 

This  entitles  Hoffman  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  year's  work, 
as  agaiast  his  purchases  of  nine  months. 

The  leather  and  cloth  bought  by  Andrus  from  December  1, 1869, 
to  December  1,  1870,  was, 

Morocco 69  dozen. 

All  other  kinds 306     " 

375  dozen. 

Cloth 280  pieces. 

Work  done $80,980  91. 

From  December  1,  1870,  to  December  1,  1871 : 

Morocco 100  dozen. 

All  other  kinds 504     " 

Cloth 426  pieces. 

Work  done $89,205  27. 

Andrus,  besides  his  purchases,  used  during  these  two  years  of 
Hoffman's  stock  as  follows  : 

Morocco 16  dozen. 

All  other  kinds 126     " 

Cloth 196  pieces. 

For  Andrus  shows  this  much  less  on  hand  December  1,  1871, 
than  he  started  with,  as  corning  from  Hoffman  December  1, 1869. 
This  would  put  them  on  the  record  as  follows : 

HoflFman's  work  Dec.  1,  1868 $90,961  78 

Skins 1,611  dozen. 

Cloth 600  pieces. 

Work  Dec.  1,  1869 $111,744  44 

Skins 961  dozen. 

Cloth 422  pieces, 

Andrus'  work  Dec.  1,  1870 $80,980  91 

Skins 375  dozen. 

One  half  of  142  dozen,  as  above 71      " 

Cloth 280  pieces. 

One  half  of  196  pieces  as  above 98       " 

Work  Dec.  1,  1871 $89,205  27 

Skins 604  dozen. 

One  half  of  142  dozen,  as  above 71     " 

Cloth 426  pieces. 

One  half  of  196  pieces  as  above 98       " 
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The  foregoing  shows  that 

mff«.n  takes  2,573  dozen  skm,,    J  ^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^ 
^»*™.  takes  1,W  dozen  *in.:  |  .„  ^^.^^.^    „„_,3,  ,3 

The  equation  of  these  cases  will  show  1,237  dozen  of  leather 
against  Hoffman,  and  48  pieces  of  cloth  against  Andrus,  giving 
eat-h  a  term  of  two  years. 

The  above  figures  show  that  there  was  either  great  waste  or 
dishonesty  in  the  Bindery,  or  probably  both,  during  Mr.  Hoff- 
man's superintendency — the  former  resulting  from  his  loose  man- 
agement and  his  long  absences  daily,  and  the  latter  most  likely 
from  affiliation  with  persons  of  no  more  business  honesty  than 
Lutkins  and  Roys.  The  loss  of  the  Concern,  as  appears  by  the 
above,  falls  very  far  short  of  what  has  been  so  frequently  reported, 
and  by  many  believed.  It  is  not  formidable  enough  to  create  any 
great  sensation.  I  do  not  think  it  would  much  exceed  the 
direct  and  indirect  sura  paid  out  on  account  of  the  investigations. 

I  have  taken  a  general  view  of  the  Bindery  business  farther 
back  than  my  special  investigations  carried  me,  and  it.  is  my 
opinion  that  these  wrongs  did  not  exist  in  any  noticeable  way 
before  about  1867.     But  my  examination  of  this  was  not  thorough. 

There  has  been,  I  believe,  no  dix-ect  impeachment  of  the  princi- 
pal Agent's  business  integrity,  but  the  idea  has  now  and  then  been 
in  the  minds  of  some  that  he  was  deriving  incidental  pecuniary 
benefits  from  his  position.  Such  a  supposition  I  am  free  to  say 
has  not  the  slightest  foundation.  Dr.  Carlton  does  not,  and  does 
not  need  to,  se'ek  benefit  from  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern,  and, 
as  I  have  the  best  reasons  for  believing,  neither  seeks  nor  gets 
favors  from  the  bank  where  the  balances  of  the  Concern  arc  kept. 
The  complaints  about  large  balances  lying  in  bank  without  inter- 
est are  not  just.  I  have  looked  into  that  (juestion,  and  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  service  rendered  by  the  bank  in 
daily  collections  without  chnrge,  and  its  readiness  at  all  times,  in 
the  emergencies  of  the  ^Missionary  Society,  to  furnish  all  needed 
relief,  is  of  much  more  service  to  the  Concern  than  any  of  its  de- 
posite  balances  are  to  the  bank. 

Some  of  my  foregoing  strictures  will  not  seem  complimentary 
to  Dr.  Carlton  touching  sundry  details  in  the  management  of  in- 
terior departments.  This  was  to  some  extent  owing  to  the 
method  of  dividing  the  responsibility  between  the  Agents  them- 
selves. But  justice  requires  me  to  say  that  the  Agent  has  for 
many  years  maintained  an  admirable  general  management,  and, 
when  the  emergencies  have  called  for  it,  has  displayed  high 
financial  ability." 

In  drawing  to  a  conclusion,  I  will  add  that  I  have  aimed  to 
canvass  every  matter  of  importance  coming  within  the  range  of 
my  commission,  and  have  omitted  to  notice  only  those  matters 
which  it  could  serve  no  important  purpose  to  discuss.     I  have  en- 
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dcavored  to  study  brevity,  and  yet  present  all  important  points. 
Some  may  think  I  have  omitted  important  things.  Perhaps  here- 
after I  niay  think  so  myself.  I  do  not  now.  My  investigations 
justify  the  following  summary  of  results: 

The  methods  of  account  and  the  state  of  the  oflBce  business  for  a 
great  many  years  were  not  creditable,  things  much  of  the  time 
standing  in  confused  and  careless  shapes. 

I  have,  nevertheless,  not  discovered  any  thing  in  the  depart- 
ment of  accounts — the  office  proper — where  dishonesty  is  covered 
up.  The  nature  of  the  case  did  not  admit  of  an  extensive  scrutiny 
of  details,  but  confined  me  chiefly  to  transactions  and  entries  on 
which  were  based  accusations  and  complaints. 

The  strictures  of  the  experts  employed  by  the  Assistant  Agent, 
Dr.  Lanahan,  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  books  and  accounts, 
were  in  many  cases  correct  and  just,  but  not  as  relates  to  the  last 
five  years.  Their  discoveries  were  such  as  did  not  require  the 
skill  of  an  accountant  to  see  them,  while  in  cases  requiring  the 
proper  qualifications  of  an  expert,  they  betrayed  decided  profes- 
sional incompetency. 

The  books  and  accounts  for  the  last  five  or  six  years  have  un- 
dergone a  decided  change  for  the  better,  and  there  is  no  reason 
now  to  complain  of  them,  though  some  of  the  particular  modes 
of  account  could  be  improved.  The  books  in  the  departments  of 
Printing-Office  and  Bindery  are  in  an  orderly  state.  Taking  the 
whole  Concern  together,  I  doubt  not  the  books  represent  the  true 
condition  of  the  business. 

The  financial  department  is,  and  has  been  for  a  good  many  years, 
regulated  by  an  admirable  system,  and  has  reached  in  its  manage- 
ment a  degree  of  exactness  which  can  scarcely  be  improved. 

In  regard  to  the  printing  department,  I  cannot  speak  approv- 
ingly of  the  position  held  formerly  by  Mi".  James  F.  Porter, 
through  whom  most  of  the  paper  was  purchased  from  1864  to 
1869,  because  of  the  damaging,  suspicious,  and  dangerous  oppor- 
tunities to  wliich  the  position  gave  rise.  I  do  not  find,  as  alleged, 
that  the  commissions  paid  by  manufacturers  of  paper  to  Porter 
came  out  of  the  Book  Concern. 

I  find,  excepting  a  few  odd  lots  (involving  no  large  sum) 
procured  from  Mr.  Porter  as  a  dealer,  for  which  an  excessive  price 
was  charged,  that  the  paper  used  by  the  house,  as  procured  through 
him,  cost  the  Concern  only  fair  market  rates.  If  the  Concern  bore 
the  commissions,  why  did  the  manufacturers  so  earnestly  desire 
Porter's  displacement. 

I  do  not  find  any  evidence  whatever  of  fraud  against  Mr.  Good- 
enougl),  formerly  Superintendent  of  the  Printing  Dep.irtment. 
The  IPrinting-Oflice,  in  its  internal  government,  was,  I  think,  never 
better  managed  than  under  his  superintendency.  My  only  objec- 
tion has  already  been  stated. 

In  the  Bindery  a  bad  administration  of  affairs  prevailed  under 
Mr,  Hotfman,  especially  in  the  last  several  years  of  his  superinten- 
dency ;  and  though  it  has  been  in  this  case,  as  it  almost  always  is 
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in  such  cases,  difficult  to  establish  frauds  by  direct  or  legal  proofs, 
yet  tliey  in  my  judgment  existed,  and  the  Concern  suffered  thereby. 

The  actual  losses  suffered  by  the  Concern  in  the  only  depart- 
ment where  frauds  are  seen — the  Bindery — do  not,  according  to 
my  judgment,  much  exceed  the  expenses  already  incurred  in  inves- 
tigating them.  They  do  not  justify  the  extravagant  statements  of 
a  large  part  of  the  press,  whose  managers  no  doubt  believed  what 
they  published  to  be  true,  and  their  motives  should  not  be  harshly 
judged. 

It  is  to  me  a  matter  of  wonder  that  in  so  large  a  business  as  the 
Book  Concern  has  been  doing  for  so  many  years  the  frauds  and 
irregularities  discovered,  after  searching  examinations,  are  so  small 
— smaller,  I  doubt  not,  than  would  be  found  in  the  average  in  houses 
of  equal  business,  and  employing  as  many  persons. 

While  there  ai'e  internal  usages  and  forms  of  business  which  even 
yet  could  be  improved,  the  general  management  has  for  many  years 
been  sound,  able,  and  honest.  I  remember  with  pride,  that  through 
all  the  financial  revulsions  of  the  past,  when  the  most  reputable 
houses,  publishers  among  them,  bowed  beneath  the  storm,  the 
Methodist  Book  Concern  was  able  to  stand  unshaken  and  erect. 
I  trust  it  may  always  be  so,  and  believe  it  will. 

In  conclusion,  I  request  that  you  order  an  appropriation  not  ex- 
ceeding §1,100  to   cover  my  actual  expenses,  including  a  small 
sum  for  clerical  assistance.     The  items  will  be   furnished  at  the 
time  of  payment.     For  my  services  I  decline  compensation. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

James  P.  Kilbreth. 

New  York,  April  26,  1871. 


44. — Journal,  page  101. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MNORITY  OF  THE  BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference, 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :  The  undersigned,  members  of  the 
Book  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Conference  of  1S6S, 
are  compelled  to  dissent  from  the  report  of  the  majority,  and  re- 
spectfully sulimit  the  following  minority  report  as  an  expression 
of  their  sober  judgment  and  mature  convictions  upon  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Book  Concern. 

Preliminary  Statement. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  General  Conference  Thomas  Carlton 
was  elected  Agent,  and  John  Lanutian  Assistant  Agent  of  the 
Book  Concern  at  New  York,  and  promptly  entered  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.     In  the  montli  of  February,  1869,  at  the  first 
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meeting  of  the  Book  Committee,  a  Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to 
inspect  the  accounts  of  the  Concern,  and  reiiort  thereon.  Dr.  Lana- 
h;in,  in  familiarizing  himself  witli  the  details  of  the  business,  be- 
came convinced  of  the  existence  of  grave  irregularities  in  some  of 
the  departments,  to  which  he  felt  compelled  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Sub-Committee.  It  met  in  New  York  early  in  October, 
1869,  and  entered  into  an  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  de- 
partment alluded  to.  On  the  fourth  of  November  the  Book 
Committee  convened  in  New  York  to  hold  its 


Second  Annual  Meeting. 

The  Sub-Committee  presented  its  report,  and  the  Assistant  Agent 
presented  a  communication  relating  to  the  alleged  irregularities. 
The  Book  Committee  remained  in  sessiou  from  the  fourth  to  the 
eighteenth  of  the  month,  ns  its  report  alleges,  giving  "  careful  in- 
vestigation and  serious  inquiry  into  the  business  of  the  house ;" 
and  submitted,  "for  the  information  of  the  Church  and  of  the 
Conferences,"  a  series  of  resolutions,  of  which  we  quote  the  third  : 

"  That  the  investigation  of  the  aftairs  and  business  of  the  Bind- 
ery has  satisfied  the  Committee  that  there  has  been  great  mis- 
management in  this  department,  and  that  serious  losses  have 
occurred  therein." 

This  was  signed  by  twelve  members  of  the  Book  Committee, 
namely :  B.  F.  Rawlins,  Leroy  M.  Vernon,  George  W.  Woodruff, 
C.  S.  Vancleve,  Henry  Slicer,  1.  S.  Bingliam,  James  Erwin,  George 
W.  31altby,  J.  F.  Kennedy,  F.  A.  Blades,  Cyrus  Brooks,  Jacob 
Rotliweiler. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  1870,  the  Committee  again  met,  and 
remained  in  session  until  the  10th  of  February.  The  design  of 
this  meeting  has  never  been  distinctly  set  forth.  The  majority  of 
the  Committee  gave  as  the  occasion  "  the  deep  and  general  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  report  of  the  Committee  in  November."  We 
are  fully  convinced  that  the  chief  purpose  was  to  inquire  into  the 
official  conduct  of  the  Assistant  Agent  in  having  alleged  fraud, 
corruption,  and  losses  in  the  Book  Concern,  with  a  view  to  his 
suspension  and  subsequent  removal  from  office.  The  majority,  in 
the  report  of  this  meeting,  state  that  "  very  little,  if  any,  new  tes- 
timony was  obtained  implicating  any  body  in  frauds,  or  going  to 
prove  losses  in  the  Concern,  but  the  testimony  already  taken  was 
thoroughly  sifted."  They  further  state  that  their  plan  was  to 
"make  an  inquiry  into  the  temper  and  conduct  of  the  Agents,  to 
ascertain  whether  there  was  any  thing  in  theii-  personal  relations 
with  each  other,  or  in  the  probable  course  of  both  or  either  of 
them  thereafter,  that  would  imperil  the  Concern  or  senously  \\\\- 
pair  its  efficiency."  They  tell  you  that  this  part  of  their  inquiry 
was  "  dropped,"  but  fail  to  tell  you  that  it  was  not  dropped  until  a 
long,  labored,  and  unsuccessful  effort  to  show  that  the  Assistant 
Agent  was  responsible  for  the  offensive  article  which  appeared  in 
the  "  New  York  Times"  of  September  21,  1869.     Into  the  Com- 
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mittee-room  at  this  meetincr  a  lawyer  was  brouglit,  who  was  an- 
nounced as  the  "  confidential  attorney  of  the  Book  Concern."  He 
was  employed  to  assist  the  Couiinittee,  and  sat  with  tliem  during 
their  delil)erations. 

This  procecdins?  was  so  extraordinary,  and,  in  our  judgment,  so 
manifestly  improper,  that  two  of  the  minority,  namely,  H.  Slicer 
and  J.  Pike,  entered  their  solemn  and  formal  protest  against  it, 
and  the  same  was  spread  upon  the  Journal.  The  majority  of  the 
Committee  were  well  aware  that  the  employment  of  this  man  as 
legal  adviser  was  against  the  protest  of  the  Assistant  Agent,  and 
that  it  was  personally  offensive  to  him.  The  "  confidential  attor- 
ney "  presented  a  paper  embodying  his  views  of  the  proper  course 
to  be  pursued  by  the  Committee  in  conducting  an  investigation, 
which  paper  was  i-eferred  to  a  sub-committee  previously  raised  "to 
frame  issues  in  pending  matters,"  and  the  "  confidential  attorney  " 
was  added  to  the  Committee,  whereupon  one  member  of  the  sub- 
committee representing  the  minority,  refused  to  serve,  and  at  once 
resigned  his  place. 

It  was  found  that  the  "issues"  looked  directly  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Assistant  Agent.  The  majority  of  the  Committee  say 
to  you  "  that  Dr.  Lanahan  seemed  fully  possessed  with  the  idea 
that  there  was  a  conspiracy  against  him,  in  which  some  members 
of  the  Committee  were  concerned."  If  coming  together  with  an 
intent  to  suspend,  and  ultimately  to  depose  him,  was  a  "  conspii*- 
acy,"  we  submit  that  his  suspicions  were  not  without  foundation. 
The  next  event  was  a  complete  reversal  of  their  former  report. 

The  presence  and  influence  of  the  confidential  attorney  aforesaid 
had  much  to  do  with  this  reversal  of  the  Xovember  action,  which 
contained  these  words  : 

"  The  testimony  failed  ...  to  sustain  the  allegation  of  losses." 
"  The  Concern  is  now  in  a  sound  and  healthy  condition,  and  under 
such  a  system  of  checks  and  safeguards  as  guarantee  securitv." 

Having  set  aside  their  solemn  judgment  previously  expressed, 
and  having  '•  dropped  for  the  present  the  inquiry  "  looking  to  the 
suspension  of  the  Assistant  Agent,  chosen  by  the  Genei-al  Confer- 
ence, the  Committee  took  measures  to  give  their  report  to  the 
public,  and  adjourned.  A  minority  of  the  Committee  not  being 
able  to  concur,  prepared  a  dissenting  report,  which  we  herewith 
present. 

MINORITY  REPORT  OF  THE  BOOK  COMMITTEE  TO  THE  ANNUAL 

CONFERENCES. 

"We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Book  Committee,  respectfully  dissent  from 
the  report  of  the  majority,  adopted  yesterday,  for  the  following  reasons : 

1.  Because  notiiing  has  come  before  iis  during  our  present  session  to  relieve 
our  convictions  of  losses  and  mismanagement  in  the  Book  Concern,  so  insufiSciently 
expressed  in  the  Committee's  report  in  November  last. 

2.  Because,  from  testimony  before  the  Committee,  it  appears  that  the  Book 
Agents,  for  a  series  of  years,  pureliased  a  very  large  part  of  their  paper  from  or 
through  a  middle-man  or  paper  broker,  who  represented  himself  to'  paper  manu- 
facturers as  controlling  the  purchase  of  paper  for  the  Book  Concern,  and  whose 
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relation  to  one  of  the  Agents  gave  special  credibility  to  his  representations,  and 
who  also  represented  himself  to  the  Book  Concern  as  the  accredited  agent  of  cer- 
tain leading  manufiictiirers.  This  metiiod  of  purchases  appears  to  us  discreditable, 
and,  aliiiost  of  necessity,  damnging  to  the  house. 

3.  Because  tlie  testimony  before  ihe  Committee  shows  that  this  system  actually 
was  damaging  to  the  Book  Concern.  The  Agents  have  bouglil  since  1860,  from 
or  through  the  al)ove-named  middle-man,  paper  to  the  amount  of  nearly  $700,000: 
from  him  direct  about  §350,000,  tlirongh  him  as  a  broker  about  $350,000.  The 
'■  statement "  of  tiie  Assistant  Agent  to  the  Conmiittee,  corroborated,  as  it  is,  by 
documents  drawn  from  the  books  of  the  dealers  referred  to,  and  also  from  the 
Order  Book  of  tlie  Printing  Department  of  tlie  Methodist  Book  Concern,  clearly 
shows  that  on  sales  to  the  Book  Concern,  amounting  to  $63,699  16,  between 
July,  1867,  and  August,  1868,  the  profit  accruing  to  the  above-named  "broker" 
was  $6,805  04;  and  that  during  the  same  period  his  commissions  on  purchases 

made  from  *  amounted  to  $3,040  28.     Between  August,   1868,  and  June, 

1869,  lie  received  from  tiiose  two  houses  commissioiis  amounting  to  $5,765  55  oa 
paper  ordered  directly  from  the  Book  Concern.  We  give  these  as  specimens  only, 
not  pretending  to  say  what  was  the  whole  amount  of  profits  and  commissions  ou 
the  entire  siun  of  nearly  $700,000.  But  we  append  the  following  letter  from 
Campbell,  Hall,  &  Co.,  showing  that,  in  one  case  at  least,  a  profit  of  thirty  per 
cent,  was  charged : 

"New  York,  January  26,  1870.      • 
"  Rev.  J.  L.\NAHAN  : 

"  DE.A.R  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  we  beg  to  say  that  we  sold  Mr.  Porter, 
in  June,  1867,  168  reams  of  14^X20,  22  lbs.,  at  27  cents  per  lb.,  less  2|-  per  cent., 
amounting  to  $972  97.  We  find,  by  referring  to  Mr.  Goodenough's  Order  Book, 
that  he  sold  this  paper  to  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  at  34  cents  per  lb.,  amount- 
ing to  $1,256  64,  leaving  a  difference  of  $283  67,  showing  a  profit  of  over  30  per 
cent." 

4.  Because  it  was  in  evidence  before  the  Committee  that  all  the  manufacturers 
and  dealers  whose  testimony  was  given  would  have  sold  to  the  house  directly  as 
cheaply  as  they  sold  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Porter,  with  a  partial  exception  in  the  case  of 
,*  as  stated  in  their  letter  below. 

The  following  letters  form  a  part  of  this  testimony : 

"New  York,  November  10,  1869. 

"Dear  Sir, — We  would  say,  in  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  whether  we 
would  liave  sold  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  the  paper  which  we  did  tlu-ough 
Mr.  Porter  bringing  us  the  orders,  at  the  price,  allowing  the  Methodist  Book  Cou: 
cern  the  discount  which  we  paid  to  Mr.  Porter,  bad  those  orders  come  to  us  direct 
instead  of  through  Mr.  Porter,  we  would  have  allowed  the  one  cent  a  pound  to 
yoiu-  Society,  as  we  do  now.  The  demand  of  Mr.  Porter  for  2^  per  cent,  adilition, 
which  we  finally  allowed  and  paid  to  him,  we  did  under  protest,  feeling  that  it 
was  the  only  way  that  we  could  keep  along  with  the  business,  knowing  that  the 
time  would  come  when  we  could  break  up  the  infamous  system,  and  ourselves 
and  others  could  get  righted,  and  do  our  business  with  your  Society  as  we  had 
formerly  done  before  Mr.  Porter  came  upon  tlie  field  of  action,  and  in  the  same 
manner  as  we  did  our  business  with  our  other  large  customers. 

"  Rev.  John  Lanahan." 

"Boston,  October  20,  1869. 
"  Rev.  John  Lanahan,  D.D.,  New  York: 

"My  Dear  Sir,— You  ask  in  yours  of  yesterday,  'Whetlier  from  July,  1867, 
to  July,  1868,  I  would,  under  the  same  circumstances,  have  sold  paper  to  the 
Methodist  Book  Concern  at  the  same  price  I  sold  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Porter  if  the  Agents 
of  said  Book  Concern,  or  their  employe,  had  applied  to  me  in  person?' 

"  I  reply,  I  know  no  reason  wliy,  under  the  same  circumstances,  I  should  not 
have  sold  paper  as  low  to  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  as  to  Mr.  Porter. 
*  Names  of  prominent  New  York  and  Boston  paper  dealers. 
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The  followino:  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  of  Mr. ,*  dated  Dec.  22,  1869  : 

"  The  letter  to  which  Mr.  Goodeuough  refers  is  probably  the  one  written  by  me 
in  which  I  said  that,  under  the  same  circumstances,  I  would  have  sold  as  low  to 
the  Book  Concern  direct  as  to  Mr.  Porter.  By  this  I  meant  that  I  had  no  motive 
for  making  low  prices  to  Mr.  Porter  that  would  not  have  exi.sted  had  the  Agents 
of  the  Book  Concern  applied  to  me  direct." 

"New  York,  January  25,  1870. 
"  Rev.  Dr.  John  Lanahan: 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  whether  we  should  have  furnished  the 
Methodist  Book  Concern  the  paper  sold  to  Mr.  Porter,  and  upon  the  same  terms, 
we  have  to  say  we  should  most  certainly  have  done  so.     Tours  truly." 

Statements  of  like  import  with  the  above,  from  B.  R.  Hard  &  Co.,  and  Buckley, 
Dunton,  &  Co.,  were  before  us. 

5.  Because  no  evidence  in  rebuttal  of  the  above  statements  was  laid  before  the 
Committee  except  to  the  efiect  that  the  purchase  of  paper  through  middle-men 
was  not  unfrequent.  Moreover,  an  assertion  was  made  to  the  Committee  that 
prices  paid  by  the  Concern  for  paper  were  as  low  as  those  paid  bj-  other  publish- 
ing houses.  But  the  testimony  showed,  (1)  Tliat  the  purchase  of  paper  through 
brokers  is  the  exception,  and  not  tiie  rule ;  that,  especially  in  large  establish- 
ments, the  usage  is  to  purchase  directly  from  manufacturers;  and,  (lij  That  even 

.where  brokers  are  employed  the  commission  paid  is  rarely  over  one  per  cent.  As 
to  comparative  prices  paid  by  the  Book  Concern  and  other  houses,  it  was  con- 
clusively shown  that  no  clear  proof  is  possible  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case. 
And,  moreover,  our  concern  is  not  what  other  houses  paid  for  paper,  but  what 
the  Methodist  Book  Concern  might  have  bought  it  for. 

The  Agents  of  such  an  institution  as  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  ought  cer- 
tainly to  buy  their  paper  of  manufacturers  as  cheaply  as  any  broker. 

6.  Because,  in  our  judgment,  based  upon  testunony  before  us,  the  following 
losses  have  occurred  in  the  Bindery: 

(1.)  In  leather,  from  December  1,  1867,  to  September  1,  1869,  bought  by  the 
Book  Concern,  but  not  accounted  for  or  sliown  to  have  been  used  in  the  Bindery, 
about  $20,000. 

(2.)  Also  within  nine  months,  from  December  1,  1868,  in  the  item  of  glue,  paid 
for  and  not  accounted  for,  about  $800. 

7.  Because  we  believe  that  funds  of  the  Book  Concern  have  been  sacriticed  and 
placed  in  jeopardy  by  the  appropriation  of  the  gold-sweepings  to  the  head  of  the 
Bindery  as  a  perquisite  instead  of  a  small  supplement  to  his  salary.  For  several 
years  the  purchases  of  gold-leaf  have  averaged  over  $8,000  per  year,  and  the  gold- 
sweepings  have  amounted,  we  are  convinced,  to  at  least  fitteen  per  cent,  of  the 
\t-hole  purchase,  making  annually  at  least  $1,200.  Any  employe  is  dangerously 
tempted  when  his  careless  use  of  costly  materials  results  in  the  increase  of  Ins 
own  salar}-. 

For  the  above  reason,  not  to  name  others,  we  feel  ourselves  compelled  to  pre- 
sent this  minority  report ;  and  we  further  feel  ourselves  compelled  to  say  that  the 
methods  of  making  purchases  in  the  Printing  Department,  the  methods  of  paying 
wages  and  keeping  accounts  thereof  in  the  Bindery,  aud  the  methods  of  checking 
invoices  of  goods  received,  have  been  defective,  and  likely,  therefore,  to  lead  to 
losses.  We  at  the  same  time  express  our  firm  belief  and  hope  tliat  the  Book 
Committee's  investigations  have  so  far  awakened  attention,  and  will  lead  to  such 
improvements  in  the  methods  of  business,  that  the  Book  Concern  will  be  secured 
to  a  very  great  extent  against  the  possibihty  of  similar  irregularities  and  losses 
hereafter. 

And,  finally,  we  beg  to  say  that  we  fully  concur  in  that  part  of  the  report  of 
the  majority  which  expresses  confidence  in  the  integritv  of  the  Agents  aud  the 
Bolvency  of  the  Book  Concern.  '  Henry  Slicer, 

New  York,  February  10,  1870.  L.  M.  Vernon. 

Note.— The  names  of  the  writers  of  the  letters  given  in  this  report  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
Committee. 

♦  Name  of  a  prominent  paper  dealer. 
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After  ample  consideration  and  reflection,  in  the  conscientious 
exercise  of  our  judgment,  we  still  adhere  to  that  report.  We  be- 
lieve that  later  developments  have  shown  that  if  that  minority 
report  erred  at  all,  it  was  in  excessive  caution. 

THE    PEESS. 

The  majority  complain  of  the  strictures  and  criticisms  of  the 
press  upon  their  action.  They  fail  to  refer  to  the  criticisms  and 
strictures  of  a  portion  of  the  official  press  of  our  own  Church  upon 
the  Assistant  Agent  and  the  minority,  exceeding  in  bitterness  any 
assaults  made  by  the  non-official  or  secular  press. 

Nor  do  they  refer  to  the  remarkable  "  Christian  Advocate  " 
supplement,  which  the  Book  Agents,  East  and  West,  sent  to  the 
subscribers  of  all  the  Church  papers,  which  contained  matter  so 
libelous,  and  so  utterly  without  foundation  in  fact,  that  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  brought  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Book 
Committee,  which,  at  their  request,  appointed  a  sub-committee  to 
inquire  and  report, 

1.  Concerning  the  truth  of  what  they  alleged,  to  wit,  that  it 
contained  many  f:ilse  statements  and  misrepresentations  calculated 
to  mislead  the  ministers  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  concerning  the  Book  Room  troubles, 

2.  As  to  what  General  Conference  editors  and  publishers  were 
responsible  for  originating  and  publishing  th';  supplement. 

3.  What  action  the  Book  Committee  ought  to  take  on  the  offi- 
cial conduct  of  those  thus  responsible.  A  majority  of  the  sub- 
conmiittee  thus  appointed  refused  to  go  into  the  investigation, 
leaving  us  no  remedy  but  to  refer  to  your  body  the  consideration 
of  this  remai'kable  and,  as  we  believe,  unprecedented  abuse  of  the 
privileges  of  the  official  press,  and  the  unwarrantable  expenditure 
of  Church  funds  wasted  in  the  publication  and  circulation  of  the 
document  referred  to. 

We  respectfully  inquire,  also,  whether  this  supplement  was  in 
any  case  sent  out  as  part  of  Church  papers  contrary  to  the  wishes 
and  judgment  of  the  editors  of  the  same  ? 

MOVEMENT  FOR  SUSPENSION. 

The  majority  of  the  Book  Committee  could  not  rest.  They 
were  compelled  to  go  further,  and  steps  were  taken  privately  to 
institute  and  consummate  measures  for  the  suspension  of  the  As- 
sistant Agent,  who  still  held  and  stated  his  original  convictions, 
and  earnestly  desired  a  thorough  investigation. 

The  majority  do  us  the  justice  of  stating  that  "  a  small  but  in- 
fluential minority  resisted  the  measures  taken  against  Dr.  Lanahan 
as  unnecessary  and  unwise."  Upon  us,  then,  rests  no  responsi- 
bility for  continued  agitation,  protracted  and  bitter  controversy, 
and  the  vast  expense  entailed  upon  the  C-liurch.  It  was  not  our 
action  which  cost  so  many  thousands  of  dollars,  and  occasioned 
damage  to  the  reputation  of  the  Concern  and  the  Church  far  worse 


622  Journal  of  the  General  Conference.  [1872. 

than  the  loss  of  money.  The  majority  had  now  assumed  and 
maintained,  in  the  face  of  their  previous  declarations,  that  there 
had  Keen  no  losses,  no  mismanagement,  no  frauds.  Dr.  Lanahan, 
with  other  convictions,  stood  in  their  way,  and  must  be  removed. 
This  was  the  logica'l  result  of  their  action.  Believino:  every  thing 
right,  the  majority  do  and  can  indorse  the  Agent  unqualifiedly. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  minority  are  certain  that  a  bad  state  of 
things  has  existed  in  the  Concern  for  years,  for  which  somebody 
is  responsible,  and  for  the  exposure  of  which  Dr.  Lanahan  deserves 
the  thanks  of  the  Church  ;  and  with  these  views  they  cannot  join 
in  the  approbation  expressed  by  the  majority  of  the  management 
and  of  the  Agent. 

We  will  now  present 

OUR    CONCLUSIONS. 

I.  The  business  of  the  Bindery  was  not  properly  organized  with 
suitable  checks,  balances,  and  safeguards,  for  want  of  which  the 
property  of  the  Concern  has  been  put  in  peril,  and  a  large  amount 
irrecoverably  lost. 

1.  It  is  admitted  that  for  many  years  bills  of  purchase  were  left 
exclusively  for  audit  and  certification  to  the  party  contracting 
them. 

2.  No  records  were  kept  in  the  department  by  means  of  which 
it  could  be  shown  that  goods  bought  for  the  department  were  re- 
ceived, or,  if  received,  that  they  answered  in  quantity  and  quality 
to  the  goods  bought.  Mr.  Kilbreth,  who  was  appointed  by  the 
majority  to  inspect  the  books,  accounts,  and  methods  of  business 
of  the  Concern,  criticises  the  administration  for  both  these  omis- 
sions, and  says,  concerning  the  latter,  "  This  was  most  discredita- 
ble to  all  concerned." 

3.  Mr.  Hoffman,  superintendent  of  the  bindeiy,  was  allowed  to 
di-aw  money  at  will,  frequently  drawing  in  excess  of  any  vouchers 
furnished  by  him.  This  person  appears  to  have  been  a  great 
favorite  with  the  principal  Agent,  as  was  seen  first  in  the  extraor- 
dinary zeal  in  exculpating  him  from  all  complaints  and  charges 
preferred  against  him  before  the  Committee;  and,  secondly,  in  the 
fact  tliat  he  was  allowed,  in  ad.dition  to  his  regular  salary,  some 
($1,600)  sixteen  hundred  dollars  per  year  in  the  shape  of  gold- 
sweepings.  It  is  claimed  that  he  divided  some  of  this  with  his 
subordinates,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Concern  required 
this  of  him.  Thirdly,  in  that  he  was  allowed  and  justified  by  his 
superior  in  office  in  making  presents  of  costly  and  elegant  books 
belonging  to  the  Concern  to  William  M.  Tweed  and  other  personal 
frifuds. 

4.  In  being  permitted,  without  rebuke,  to  absent  himself  from 
duty  more  than  half  the  time  during  business  hours. 

Is  it  strange  that,  under  such  circumstances,  with  such  defective 
methods  of  business,  with  the  door  wide  open  to  frauds,  that  they 
should  be  found  to  exist  ?     Mr.  Kilbreth  says  in  his  report : 
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In  the  Bindery  a  bad  administration  of  affairs  prevailed  for  several  years  under 
Mr.  Hoffman,  especially  in  the  last  several  years  of  liis  superintendency,  nnd 
though  it  has  been  in  this  case,  as  it  almost  always  is  in  such  cases,  difficult  to 
establish  frauds  by  direct  and  legal  proof,  yet  they  undoubtedly  existed,  and  the 
Concern  suffered  thereby. 

II,  A  system  of  purcliasing  paper  prevailed  tor  years  in  the 
Printing  Department  which  was  exceptionable,  unbusiness-like, 
brought  scandal  upon  the  reputation  of  the  Concern,  and,  as  we 
believe,  occasioned  serious  losses.  The  testimony  of  Mr.  Kilbreth 
is  important.     He  says  : 

Was  it  right  and  proper  for  Mr.  ,T.  F.  Porter,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  to  occupy  the  peculiar  position  which  for  five  years  he  did  ?  I  unhesitat- 
ingly say  not.  I  regard  it  as  a  decided  business  impropriety.  Had  it  not  been 
for  Mr.  Porter's  surroundings,  neither  the  manufacturers  nor  Mr.  Goodenough 
would  have  thought  of  him  more  than  of  any  of  a  thousand  young  men  in  New 
York  for  the  position  tliey  gave  him.  The  simv)le  case,  stripped  of  all  covering, 
and  stated  in  plain  language,  is  just  this:  J.  F.  Porter  was  employed  and  paid 
handsomely  by  the  manufacturers  to  make  sure  their  business  with  the  Book 
Concern,  because  his  father  was  one  of  its  managers.  Mr.  Goodenough,  the  su- 
perintendent of  the  Printing  Departtnent,  fevored  liim  very  naturally  in  that  posi- 
tion from  a  desire  to  please  his  father.  His  fatiier,  without  ill  intent,  and  from 
very  natural  impulses,  felt  a  desire  to  bestow  upon  his  son,  but  in  an  unjustifiable 
way,  the  business  benefits  of  his  position.  None  can  reasonably  deny  that  the 
peculiar  connection  of  Mr.  Porter  with  the  paper  purchases  of  the  Book  Concern 
gave  rise  to  dangerous  suspicions  and  damagmg  ibfluences.  It  was  a  wrong  to 
put  and  keep  him  in  the  place  he  occupied. 

With  these  strong  statements  of  Mr.  Kilbreth  before  us,  and  the 
facts  we  have  ascertained,  we  cannot  agree  with  him  in  his  con- 
clusion, that  in  the  transactions  of  Mr.  Porter,  reaching  the  vast 
sum  of  over  half  a  million  of  dollars,  on  half  of  which  he  had  very 
large  profits,  and  on  the  other  half  had  received  enormous  com- 
missions, the  Concern  suffered  no  serious  losses. 

III,  The  accounts  of  tiie  Concern  have  for  years  been  kept  in  a 
most  unsatisfactory  manner.     Mr.  Kilbreth  says  : 

So  that  the  methods  of  accounts  and  the  state  of  ofQce  business  for  a  great 
many  years  were  not  creditable,  things  most  of  the  time  standing  in  confused  and 
careless  sliapes. 

The  superficial  inspection  of  Mr.  Kilbreth  (for  from  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  case  he  could  give  but  little  time  to  the  examination  of 
the  books)  permitted  him  to  indulge  a  hope  that  for  the  last  five 
years  there  has  been  great  improvement.  The  minority  are  pre- 
pared to  present  tlie  most  conclusive  proofs  that  even  in  this  he  is 
mistaken.     The  following  is  the  testimony : 

KEPORT  OF  JOHN   A.    GUNN, 
Rev.  T.  Carlton,  D.D.,  Agent,  etc. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  April  4,  1871,  named**wo  other  gentlemen,  with  myself,  as  a 
Committee  "  to  examine  the  accounts  and  business  methods  of  the  Methodist  Book 
Concern."  As,  however,  I  learned  from  yourself  that  these  gentlemen  were  not 
expected,  and  from  themselves  that  they  did  not  intend  to  personally  participate 
in  the  examination,  I  declined  to  act  as  a  member  of  such  Committee,  and  subse- 
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quently,  on  April  20,  concluded  an  agreement  witli  you  to  individually  make  the 
proposed  investigation.  I  entered  inunediately  upon  au  investigation  of  the  ac- 
counts, which  cover  the  period  from  January  i,  1860,  to  November  30,  1871,  be- 
lieving that  a  minute  investigation  of  tliese  accounts,  togellier  witii  tlie  vouchers 
and  records  pertaining  thereto,  would  yield  conclusive  evidence  as  to  the  truth  or 
falsity  of  the  charges  of  '-incompetent  book-keeping"  and  "fraud  "  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  aflairs  of  the  Concern. 

The  plan  thus  entered  upon  was  pursued  until  the  1st  of  January  last,  when,  in 
accordance  with  your  expressed  wish,  I  suspended  the  consecutive  investigation, 
and  gave  my  time  and  attention  to  the  specific  matters  cited  by  Dr.  Lanalian  in 
his  presentment  to  the  Book  Committee,  and  in  the  consideration  of  these  I  have, 
since  that  date,  been  employed.  Of  the  results  of  my  examination,  thus  far,  I  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following 

RKPORT. 

I.  In  reference  to  the  Book-keeping. 

That,  before  entering  upon  an  examination  of  the  accounts  subsequent  to  Janu- 
ary 1,  1861,  I  found  it  necessary  to  consider,  although  not  minutely,  those  of  the 
preceding  years;  that,  when  the  consecutive  work  was  suspended,  it  had  embraced 
the  period  from  1861  to  1865  inclusive,  and  that,  in  considering  Dr.  Lanahau's 
allegations,  I  have  had  occasion  to  examine  carefully  much  of  the  work  of  years 
from  1866  to  1871  inclusive,  so  that  my  investigation,  while  minute  only  as  to  the 
five  years  indicated,  has,  in  many  importai't  respects,  embraced  tlie  entire  period 
from  January,  1852,  to  November  .^0,  1871.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  add,  however, 
that  wiien  the  examination  of  the  accounts  from  1861  to  1865  was  suspended,  it 
was  complete  only  as  to  inaccuracies  and  irregularities  apparent  upon  the  ledger, 
not  as  to  the  vouchers  and  original  records. 

There  had  been  originally  au  attempt  to  apply  the  system  of  double  entry  in 
recording  the  transactions  of  the  Concern.  How  far  the  attempt  had  been  suc- 
cessful, and  what  was  tlie  condition  of  the  accounts  at  the  close  of  1862,  appears 
from  the  report  under  date  of  August  15,  1862,  of  the  gentlemen  wlio,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  instructions  of  the  General  Conference  of  1860,  had,  at  your  request, 
been  invited  to  inspect  them,  the  insertion  of  which  here  will  obviate  the  necessity 
of  further  reference  to  the  period  prior  to  its  date.     It  was  as  follows : 

"Messrs.  Carlton  &  Porter: 

"GrEXTLEMEx:  Some  weeks  ago  I  called  at  the  Book  Room  at  your  request  to 
examine  into  the  feasibility  of  examining  and  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  Metliodist 
Book  Concern.  After  a  hasty  glance  at  the  number  and  character  of  the  accounts, 
I  expressed  the  opinion  that  an  examination  such  as  was  proposed  would  be  of  no 
practical  value,  unless  it  was  made  thorough  by  tracing  every  entry  back  to  its 
source,  which  would  be  so  laborious  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  the  ex- 
amination in  the  time  that  could  be  devoted  to  the  work.  A  subsequent  critical 
investigation  of  the  nature  of  the  accounts  and  of  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
kept,  has  more  than  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  then  expressed.  It  is,  of  course, 
impossible  to  say  ju.^t  how  much  time  would  be  needed  to  make  the  examination, 
but  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that,  if  the  work  were  performed  by  an  accountant 
sufficientl_v  master  of  his  business  to  do  it  well,  it  would  be  a  labor  of  months  to 
examine  and  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Concern  for  a  single  year. 

"We  subsequently  held  some  conversation  about  the  various  methods  of  keep- 
ing accounts,  and  their  adaptation  to  the  nature  and  peculiarities  of  the  business 
to  be  transacted;  and  before  leaving  I  was  requested  by  you  to  examine  into  the 
method  or  system  of  accounts  kept  by  the  Concern,  and  to  make  a  report  thereon, 
including  in  it  suggestions  as  to  changes  in  the  system  that  I  might  think  could 
be  advantageously  made. 

"I  have  accordingly  examined  somewhat  closely  into  the  nature  of  the  business 
transacted,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts  are  kept,  and,  as  the  result,  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following 

"  REPORT. 

"  The  books  of  the  GoDcern  appear  to  contain  a  full  record  of  the  business  in  all 
its  departments.     As  far  as  my  observation  extended,  I  discovered  no  omission  in 
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recording  every  fact  that  was  necessary  to  a  perfect  understanding  of  the  business, 
or  to  a  full  statement  of  its  results.  In  the  manner  of  arranging  the  accounts, 
however,  tliey  are  faulty. 

"  An  eflfort  seems  to  have  been  made  to  have  the  books  kept  systematically,  but 
the  system  adopted  is  not  sufBciently  comprehensive,  and  does  not  include  all  tho 
accounts.  Some  of  them  are  kept  methodically  and  correctly;  others  amount  to 
little  more  than  disconnected  memoranda ;  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  the 
books  fail  to  show  the  exact  results  of  the  business. 

"  This  may  seem  strange,  but  we  have  only  to  analyze  one  or  two  of  the  leading 
accounts  to  make  it  clear.  Take,  for  example,  tlie  merchandise  account.  The 
main  thing  to  be  learned  from  this  account  is  the  gross  profit  made  by  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  books  during  the  year.  To  do  this,  it  is  requisite  that  the 
debit  side  of  the  account  should  show  the  entire  cost  of  the  goods  included  under 
the  head  of  merchandise,  and  the  credit  side  the  entire  proceeds  realized  from 
their  sale.  Having  these  two  items,  the  total  cost  and  the  amount  of  sales,  we 
have  but  to  :uld  to  the  debit  side  of  the  account  the  amount  of  stock  on  hand  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  to  the  credit  side  the  amount  on  hand  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  the  balance  then  standing  at  the  credit  of  the  account  will  be  tiie 
profit  made  on  the  year's  sales.  Let  us  see  how  far  the  books,  as  now  kept, 
succeed  in  giving  us  tliese  facts.  One  great  element  of  cost  in  making  books 
consists  of  wages  paid  to  printers,  book-binders,  etc.,  and  to  authors  for  copy- 
rights, and  all  disbursements  for  these  objects  should  in  some  way  be  debited  "to 
the  merchandise  account.  The  practice  of  your  accountant  is,  however,  to  charge 
these  disbursements  to  other  accounts,  and  the  consequence  is,  the  merchandise 
account  shows  at  the  end  of  the  year  an  amount  of  profit  fictitious  to  an  extent 
just  equal  to  the  amounts  paid  for  the  above  objects. 

'•  Again,  the  item  of  wages  alluded  to  above,  instead  of  going  into  its  proper 
channel,  finds  its  way  into  an  account  called  'Salaries  and  Wages.'  This  account 
is,  or  should  bo,  purely  an  expense  account,  and  is  properly  chargeable  vvith  no 
items  except  such  as  are  a  necessary  expense  in  the  general  management  of  the 
business.  By  charging  to  it,  therefore,  items  that  really  constitute  a  part  of  the 
cost  of  the  goods  in  which  you  deal,  you  show  an  amount  of  expense  that  is,  to  a 
large  extent,  fictitious. 

"  The  accounts  with  the  different  periodicals  would  naturally  be  considered  of 
great  importance,  but  in  these  the  books  are  deficient  to  a  much  greater  extent 
than  in  the  accounts  to  which  allusion  has  already  been  made.  The  books  sliould 
show  the  cost,  receipts,  and  profits  of  each  one  of  the  periodicals  published,  but 
in  reality  they  give  us  no  information  whatever  on  either  of  these  points.  The 
cost  of  the  paper  on  which  the  periodicals  are  printed  is  charged  to  the  merchan- 
dise account,  and  the  wages  paid  to  printers,  etc.,  are  charged  to  the  accoimt  of 
'Salaries  and  Wages; '  while  the  accounts  with  the  subscribers  are  kept  on  booka 
entirely  disconnected  from  the  set  which  should  represent  the  whole  business, 
and  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  us  no  information  as  to  the  amount  of  subscriptions 
received  for  any  one  of  the  periodicals,  or,  indeed,  for  ah  of  them  combined. 

"The  accounts  with  the  different  depositories  also  fail  to  give  us  tlie  informa- 
tion they  should  as  to  the  results  of  the  business  done  by  them.  The  amount  of 
sales,  profits,  and  expenses  of  each  depository,  instead  of  appearing  distinctly  and 
by  themselves,  are  merged  into  the  general  accounts  of  those  items  which  include 
the  business  done  at  the  Book  Room,  as  v/ell  as  at  the  different  agencies. 

"  The  above  instances  are  probably  sufficient  to  vindicate  the  principal  defi- 
ciencies of  the  method  of  keeping  tlie  accounts  now  in  use,  namely,  that  they  are 
not  so  arranged  as  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  the  business  to  gather  the  various 
aggregates  of  the  business  under  proper  heads,  so  as  to  show  easily  yet  clearly 
the  exact  results  of  the  business. 

"  As  I  have  before  remarked,  every  part  of  the  business  appears  to  be  fully 
recorded  in  the  books,  and  it  is  possible,  by  analyzing  the  accounts,  taking  an 
item  liere  and  another  there,  to  make  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  statement  of  the 
result  of  the  business ;  but  the  necessity  for  making  this  analysis  proves  the  in- 
completeness of  the  system  used. 

"  If  the  system  be  a  good  one,  and  well  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  business, 
every  item  of  disbursement  and  receipt,  whether  of  expense  or  of  profit,  will  be 
40 
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classified  and  appear  under  its  proper  head,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  profit 
and  loss  account  will  sliow  at  its  debit  ihe  total  amount  of  losses  and  expenses, 
and  at  its  credit  the  profits  made,  together  with  the  sources  from  which  they  are 
derived. 

"  There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  business  of  the  Book  Room  that  would 
render  it  at  all  difficult  to  arrange  the  books  so  as  to  show  these  results,  and  I 
will  now  attempt  to  sugi>est  a  plau  of  accounts  that  will  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  business  in  tliis  respect." 

(Then  follows  the  plan — suggestions  as  to  the  manner  of  keeping  accounts  with 
the  several  depositories,  printing-office,  bindery,  periodicals,  etc.) 

I  need  not  add  a  word  concerning  the  book-keeping  prior  to  the  date  of  that 
report,  except  only  to  say  that,  as  it  was  not  that  gentleman's  purpose  to  audit 
the  accounts,  but  only  to  examine  the  system  of  book-keepiug  employed,  there 
were  some  features  of  tlie  books,  at  that  time,  which  probably  did  not  come  under 
his  observation,  and  which  would,  undoubtedly,  have  modified  in  some  measure 
his  opinion  concerning  the  fullness  of  the  records,  and  tlie  possibility  of  making 
jtherefrom,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  a  correct  "  statement  of  the  results  of  the 
business." 

On  January  1,  1863,  the  changes  suggested  in  the  foregoing  report  with  refer- 
ence to  merchandise  account,  and  the  accounts  with  the  depositories,  printing- 
office,  and  bindery,  were  in  most  respects  adopted,  but  not  tliose  in  regard  to  the 
periodical  accounts ;  the  manner  of  keeping  the  accounts  in  tiiis  department  of 
the  business  was  unchanged,  and  is  at  the  present  time  substantially  what  it  was 
in  1862;  the  gentleman  in  charge  of  that  department  preferring  to  retain  the 
method  with  whicii  he  was  familiar.  Referring,  then,  to  the  period  from  January 
1,  1863,  to  November  30,  1871,  it  is  my  duty  to  say, 

1.  As  to  accuracy. 

That  I  foimd  in  1861  and  1862  serious  errors,  many  of  which  were  unquestion- 
ably caused  by  the  defective  system  of  book-keeping  then  in  use ;  that  partial 
improvement,  resulting  from  the  changes  in  the  above-mentioned  accounts,  was 
apparent  in  1863,  so  that  in  tbis  and  the  years  1864  and  1865,  although  there 
■were  clerical  errors,  tliey  were  such  as  evinced  oversight  rather  than  incompe- 
tency, and  that  from  1865  to  1871  inclusive,  there  have  been  errors  and  irregu- 
larities of  whicli  I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  hereafter. 

2.  As  to  the  system  of  accounts. 

That  while  double  entry  is  used  in  respect  to  the  other  accounts,  those  in  the 
Periodical  Department  are  kept  by  single  entry,  and  consequently  do  not  afford 
information  essential  to  its  most  profitable  management. 

3.  As  to  the  application  of  the  system. 

Tiiat  the  methods  of  application  are  not  such  as  are  approved  by  experience 
and  in  accordance  with  universal  usage;  tlie  subsidiary  books,  upon  which  should 
be  found  the  original  record  of  facts  and  details  pertaining  to  tlie  tracisactions 
■which  appear  in  skeleton  upon  the  ledgei',  are  unusual  in  form,  incori-ect,  and  not 
adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  intended;  the  vouchers  are  not  so 
arranged  as  to  be  readily  accessible,  and  there  is  no  proper  cash  account  upon  the 
ledger — that  is,  none  from  which  can  be  ascertained  the  amount  of  cash  received 
and  the  amount  disbursed  within  any  given  period. 

4.  As  to  the  practice. 

A.  The  record  of  details  is  obscure  and  meager. 

The  subsidiary  books  aflbrd,  in  most  cases,  very  little,  and  in  many  no  informa- 
tion whatever  concerning  the  origin  and  incidenLal  history  of  important  accounts 
and  entries,  so  that  it  is  simply  impossible  to  understand  such  accounts  and  en- 
tries without  protracted  and  elaborate  investigation,  which  frequently  would  need 
to  be  supplemented  by  information  from  one  personally  familiar  with  such  details. 
It  is  certainly  true  that,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  both  the  book-keeper  and  his 
assistant,  it  would  not  be  possible  for  one  not  otherwise  advised  to  gather  from 
the  books  such  knowledge  of  the  accotuits  before  him  as  would  render  him  com- 
petent to  make  a  reliable  statement  of  the  real  condition  of  the  Concern — not  be- 
cause of  peculiarities  of  the  business,  but  only  because  he  would  find  uo  record 
of  facts  which  would  elucidate  the  entries  upon  the  ledger. 


1872.]  Minority  Report  of  the  Book  Committee.  627 

B.  Frequent  alterations  and  changes  have  rendered  the  books  untrustworthy 
and  unintelligible,  because  there  is  no  explanation  of  such  alterations. 

C.  The  correctness  of  the  books  has  been  tested,  by  trial-balance,  onlj'  once  a 
year ;  error  then  disclosed  lias  been  allowed  to  remain  without  discovery,  and, 
consequently,  the  books  have  not  proved  in  nearly  twenty  years. 

D.  There  is  a  singular  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  manner  of  keeping  some  of  the 
accounts,  changes  being  made  so  frequenlh',  and  without  explanation  or  notice 
upon  tiie  books,  tliat  the  account  is  rendered  unintelligible. 

E.  Many  entries  are  made  in  phraseology  not  known  to  double  entry,  which 
either  obscures  or  fails  to  make  apparent  the  transaction  recorded. 

P.  Accounts  have  been  closed  to  profit  and  loss  without  proper  adjustmeat, 
and  without  intelligible  explanation. 

II.  As  to  the  allegation  of  fraud. 

In  reference  to  this  I  would  not  speak  prematurely. 

The  business  of  the  Concern  is  complex  ;  classified  under  the  four  general  de- 
partments— Mercantile,  Manufacturing,  Publishing,  and  Ministerial,  (namely,  rep- 
resenting the  General  Conference,  a'ld  both  receiving  and  disbursing  the  funds  of 
its  institutions.)  Its  accounts  subdivide  into  those  of  the  wholesale  and  retail 
store.'!,  with  the  depositories  of  Boston,  Buffalo,  and  Pittsburgh ;  of  the  printing- 
office,  bindery,  and  engraving  department ;  of  the  periodicals,  (embracing  five 
publications;)  of  the  Church  institutions,  (Tract,  Church  Extension,  Freedinen'a 
Aid,  and,  until  reccntlj'^.  Missionary  Societies,  and  Sunday-School  Union ;)  and  of 
the  General  Conference,  Bishops,  etc.  The  transactions  throughout  these  depart- 
ments and  subdivisions  are  inter-related ;  are  characterized  frequently  Vjy  pecul- 
iarities not  apparent  to  casual  or  cursory  observation,  involve  details  nimierous 
and  varied ;  are  in  their  aggregate  so  large,  and  extend  over  a  period  so  long, 
(twenty  years,)  that  it  is  simply  impossible  to  reach  an  absolute  conclusion  in 
regard  to  this  allegation  without  patient  and  careful  scrutiny  not  only  of  these 
accounts,  but  also  of  the  original  records,  vouchers,  etc. ;  and  such  an  examina- 
tion cannot,  in  consequence  of  the  defective  and  anomalous  character  of  the  books, 
(as  above  indicated.)  be  made  either  rapidly  or  in  the  use  of  customary  methods; 
and,  therefore,  I  have  not  yet  had  opportunity  to  give  attention  to  either  the 
alleged  fraudulent  purchase  of  materials  for  the  bindery  and  printing-office,  or  the 
alleged  diversion  of  the  property  of  the  Concern  to  private  uses.  It  is  true  that, 
before  I  began  this  investigation,  I  had,  at  your  request,  by  a  careful  comparison 
of  the  vouchers  with  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  cash  in  the  years  of  1869 
and  1870,  as  stated  upon  the  cashier's  book,  found  that  in  these  years  the  cash 
was  accounted  for  and  the  disbursements  verified  by  vouchers,  with  the  exception 
of  $6,206  30,  embracing  numerous  small  amounts,  such  as  usually  appear  in  the 
petty  cash,  and  for  purposes  legitimate  to  the  business.  It  is  also  true  that  a 
comparison  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements,  shown  by  the  several  ledger  ac- 
counts during  the  years  1861  to  1865  inclusive,  gave  the  balance  of  "cash  on 
hand  "  which  appeared  on  the  book  called  "  cash-book  ;"  but  as  there  is  no  proper 
cash  account,  and  I  had  not  yet  examined  the  vouchers,  etc.,  which  related  to  such 
entries,  in  the  ledger  accounts  from  1861  to  1865,  the  above  result,  although  im- 
portant, was  not  final. 

It  must  be  manifest  from  the  above  brief  statement  that  my  work  is,  as  to 
its  extent  and  thoroughness,  so  incomplete  that  I  cannot,  without  the  risk  of 
serious  injustice  to  the  large  and  important  interests,  personal  and  denominational, 
thereby  to  be  affected — and  therefore  should  not — at  present  report  a  conclusion 
which  it  may  be  found  necessary,  after  further  investigation,  to  either  modify  or 
retract. 

While,  however,  I  may  not,  at  this  stage  of  the  investigation,  speak  decisively 
as  to  the  charge  of  fraud  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Concern,  truth 
constrains  me  to  say  that  there  are  indisputable  facts,  both  circumstantial  and 
positive,  which  must  convince  any  impartial  mind  that  there  liave  been,  in  some 
of  the  departments  of  the  Concern,  grave  irregularities,  affording  unusual  oppor- 
tuniiies  for  fraud,  the  significance  of  which  can  be  determined  only  when  the  in- 
vestigation is  completed. 

I  am,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  putting  into  intelligible  form  the  evidence  upon 
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which  the  conclusions  herein  expressed  are  based,  and  will  be  prepared  in  a  few 
days  to  place  it  in  your  hands.     Respectfully,  etc.,  Johk  A.  GuKN. 

AprU  26,  1872. 

IV.  The  inventories  of  property  have  been  so  made  as  to  be  un- 
reliable, so  that  but  little  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  the  an- 
nual exhibits  of  the  Agents  to  the  Conferences,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  actual  results  of  business  during  the  preceding  year,  of  the 
real  assets  of  the  Concern. 

V.  The  minority  have  been  driven  to  the  conclusion  thfit  the 
Book  Concern  has  suiFered  from  the  want  of  j^ersoual  supervision, 
the  principal  Agent  and  some  of  his  subordinates  giving  so  much 
attention  to  private  business,  to  corporations,  and  various  forms 
of  speculation,  in  part  carried  on  in  the  Concern.  Interests  have 
been  divided,  time  consumed,  and  energies  paid  for  by  the  Concern 
directed  elsewhere.  From  such  imputations  even  the  severest 
critics  and  most  earnest  opponents  of  the  Assistant  Agent  entirely- 
exempt  him. 

We  submit  these  statements  to  your  godly  judgment,  believing 
them  to  be  entirely  truthful.  We  furthermore  declare  our  solemn 
conviction  that  if  tiie  Agent  bad  joined  with  the  Assistant  Agent 
in  carefully  inspecting  the  business  of  the  Concern,  in  giving  per- 
sonal attention  to  alleged  abuses,  and  in  attempting  to  rectify  the 
same,  the  controversy  through  which  the  Church  has  passed  would 
have  been  avoided. 

We  believe  that  Dr.  Lanahan  has  suffered  serious  wrong.  The 
chief  paper  bearing  his  name  as  publisher  has  cautioned  the  public 
against  his  statements ;  his  feelings  have  been  outraged ;  twice 
has  sentence  of  suspension  been  pronounced  against  him  ;  a  vote 
of  deposition  was  declared,  and  the  act  only  arrested  by  the  timely 
and  constitutional  interference  of  the  Episcopacy ;  he  has  been 
put  to  heavy  cost  in  defending  himself,  while  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  costs  of  prosecuting  him  have  been  paid  from  the 
funds  of  the  Book  Concern.  It  is  for  us  to  call  your  attention  to 
these  facts ;  it  is  for  you  to  piovide  the  remedy.  The  minority 
believe  that  the  statements  they  have  submitted  are  true  in  all  re- 
spects, and  fully  accept  the  responsibility  of  sustaining  them.  We 
ask  for  a  searching,  faithful  examination  before  an  impartial  and 
competent  tribunal.  Appoint  such  a  one,  arm  it  with  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  place  over  it  a  disinterested  presiding 
officer,  and  we  will  at  once  respond  to  the  summons  to  make  good 
all  that  we  have  said.  We  furthermore  state  that  it  is  our  opmiou 
that,  from  the  forwardness  of  various  examinations,  the  most  im- 
portant of  these  allegations  can  be  disposed  of  in  a  very  short 
time.  We  earnestly  ask  you  not  to  refuse  a  thorough,  sifting  ex- 
amination, under  your  authority  and  direction,  on  the  ground  that 
there  is  not  sufficient  time  for  conducting  it.  We  insist  that  there 
is,  and  the  General  Conference  alone  is  competent  to  end  this  long- 
continued  agitation. 

We  now  close  this  repoit.     Duties  laborious  and  often  painful 
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have  devolved  upon  us.  "We  could  not  escape  them,  and  have 
pei-formed  them  as  best  we  could.  We  surrender  to  you  the  trust 
received  four  years  ago,  confident  that  honesty  of  purpose  at  least 
will  be  accorded  us.     Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  Sliceb, 


Brooklyn,  New  York,  May  1,  1872. 


James  Pike, 
George  W.  Maltbt. 


4o. — Journal,  page  102. 
REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  AGENT  AT  NEW  YORK. 

To  THE  General  Conference  : 

Fathers  and  Brethren:  I  welcome  your  assembling  as  af- 
fording me  a  long-desired  opportunity  to  present  to  your  consid- 
eration matters  of  deepest  moment  to  the  Church.  Elected  by 
your  suffrages,  in  1868,  to  the  charge  of  an  important  trust,  I 
have  found  myself  unable  to  agree  with  my  colleague  in  relation 
to  its  condition  and  administration.  After  four  years  of  much 
vicissitude,  I  turn  with  pleasure  to  your  body,  in  confident  expec- 
tation that  you  will  listen  to  my  facts  attentively,  that  you  will 
examine  them  thoroughly,  and  decide  upon  them  nghteously.  I 
bespeak,  thei-efore,  your  patienc;e  while  I  rehearse  to  you  the 
transactions  of  my  term  of  office. 

The  Printing  Department. 

I  entered  on  duty  as  Assistant  Book  Agent,  at  N'ew  York,  in 
June,  1868.  Having  learned  that  the  Superintendent  of  the  Print- 
ing Department  purchased  all  the  paper,  I  asked  him  in  July  of 
that  year  how  and  where  he  made  the  purchases  ?  His  manner 
and  his  indefinite  answers  impressed  me  unfavorably.  Being  un- 
acquainted with  the  details  of  such  business,  I  determined,  before 
inquiring  further,  to  take  at  least  six  months  to  make  myself  fa- 
miliar with  the  workings  of  the  Concern.  Some  time  after  I 
asked  the  book-keeper  for  the  vouchers  for  paper  purchased,  and 
was  told  that  there  were  none  in  the  possession  of  the  office,  but 
that  they  were  retained  by  Mr.  Goodenough,  Superintendent  of 
the  Printing  Department,  and  that  payments  were  made  upon 
monthly  statements.  I  named  this  fact  to  Dr.  Cai-lton,  and  told 
him  that  to  me  it  was  startling  that  the  office  should  be  without 
vouchers,  and  should  pay  upon  monthly  statements  containing 
only  dates  and  money  amounts.  He  replied  that  Mr.  Goodenough 
had  the  vouchers,  and  that  it  was  all  right.  I  answered  that  it 
was  manifestly  uiibusiness-like  and  dangerous  to  allow  one  man 
to  purchase,  receive,  and  use  the  paper,  and  retain  the  only  proper 


030  Journal  of  the  General  Conference.  [1872. 

vouchers,  while  the  office  paid  upon  statements  which  were  not 
vouchers. 

In  April,  1869,  I  sent  to  Mr.  Goodenough  for  the  vouchers  for 
the  purchases  of  paper  of  the  preceding  year,  and  for  a  statement 
of  his  manner  of  purchasing.  Instead  of  sending  me  the  vouch- 
ers, he  sent  two  order-books  wiih  the  following  note: 

"Methodist  Book  Concern-.  April  22,  1869. 
"  Dr.  L.\xahan:  I  called  at  your  desk  two  or  three  times  to  answer  your  note 
in  person,  but  found  you  en.fraged  elsewliere.  Tiieso  books  contain  all  the  orders 
for  stock  within  the  time  named.  I  have  not  made  contracts  with  parties,  but 
have  made  orders  from  time  to  time,  taking  advantage  of  the  market  as  to  prices, 
and  not  confining  orders  to  any  one,  unless  it  proved  of  advantage  to  the  house. 
In  a  falhng  market  contracts  are  annoying.  I  shall  be  glad  to  explain  any  matter 
you  may  not  quite  understand.  I  am  confident  we  have  bought  at  the  lowest 
market  rates,  and  not  infrequently  below  the  markei. 

Tours,  etc.,  S.  J.  Goodenough. 

I  returned  the  order-books,  and  requested  Mr.  Goodenough  to 
send  me  the  original  bills,  or  vouchers,  which  he  did.  These  bills 
showed  that  all  paper  for  the  year  had  been  purchased  of  a  house 
in  Boston,  of  a  house  in  New  York,  and  of  Mr.  J.  F.  Porter,  a  son 
of  my  predecessor.  Rev.  Dr.  James  Porter.  An  examination  of 
one  of  Porter's  vouchers,  dated  April  30,  1868,  showed  that  he 
had  charged  the;  Concern  613  50  per  ream  for  a  lot  of  paper. 
The  books  of  the  firm  from  whom  he  purchased  it,  and  his  own 
subsequent  admission,  proved  that  he  had  bought  it  the  day 
before  for  $10  80  per  ream,  thus  realizing  a  profit  of  over  25  per 
cent.  Until  Porter  obtained  control  of  purchases  this  firm  had 
sold  to  the  Concern  direct,  and  I  was  assured  by  them  that  they 
would  have  been  glad  to  sell  to  the  Concern  as  low  as  to  Porter. 
This  unexpected  development  was  so  contrary  to  the  statements 
of  Goodenough  in  the  above  note  that  I  determined  to  make  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  purchases  of  paper.  I  first  called 
upon  the  New  York  firm  before  alluded  to,  and  they  informed  me 
that  for  several  years  all  orders  to  them  from  the  Concern  had 
come  through  J.  F.  Porter,  who  claimed  to  have  entire  conirol  of 
them,  and  that  they  could  get  no  orders  except  as  they  paid  Porter 
a  percentage,  which  percentage  was  added  to  the  price  they  would 
have  sold  .at  to  the  Concern.  They  said  further  that  this  was  an 
unusual  way  of  doing  business,  but  that  they  had  submitted  to  it 
because  it  was  understood  by  the  trade  generally  that  no  paper 
could  be  sold  to  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  except  through 
Porter. 

The  orders  delivered  by  Porter  were  in  the  name  of  the  Book 
Concern,  and  signed  by  Goodenougli ;  the  bills  being  made  out 
to  the  house,  and  not  to  Porter.  This  firm's  place  of  business  is 
within  fifteen  minutes'  walk  of  the  Book  Concern,  yet  Goode- 
nough had  been  there  but  twice  in  four  years,  and  on  those  occa- 
sions merely  to  inquire  about  certain  grades  of  paper,  the  orders 
for  which  were  subsequently  delivered  by  Porter,  and  upon  these 
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also  he  received  a  percentasre.  A  day  or  two  after  I  had  ma-le 
these  discoveries  I  tohl  Mr.  Goodenougli  that,  in  my  exainiuatioii 
of  tlie  paper  purclinses,  I  liad  found  iliat  the  f;icts  were  in  conflict 
with  the  statements  contained  in  his  note.  He  said  he  would  like 
to  see  it  proved,  and  airain  assured  me  that  he  frequently  can- 
vassed tlie  market,  and  that  he  was  confident  he  often  purchased 
below  the  market  price.  I  asked  him  if  he  purchased  directly 
from  manufacturers.  He  replied  that  he  did.  I  said,  "  Wliat  I 
mean  is  tliis :  do  you  purchase  directly  from  the  persons  whose 
bills  we  pay  ?"  He  assured  me  that  he  did.  I  asked  him  if  there 
was  any  third  person  between  him  and  the  dealers  from  whom 
he  purchased.  He  said  there  was  not.  I  asked  him  how  he 
delivered  his  orders.  He  said  he  delivered  them  in  person  or  sent 
them  by  mail.  I  asked  him  to  state  the  date  and  amount  of  his 
last  order.  He  said  it  w^as  given  about  two  weeks  before,  and 
was  for  five  hundred  reams  of  extra  super-calendered  paper.  I 
asked  him  how  he  delivered  that  order.  He  replied  that  he  could 
not  remember.  These  statements  I  knew  to  be  positively  untrue. 
I  again  called  on  the  New  York  firm,  and  obtained  a  statement 
in  writing,  showing  that  during  the  preceding  four  years  J.  F. 
Porter  had  delivered  to  them  tifty-one  orders  for  paper,  all  of 
which  were  in  the  name  of  the  Book  Concern  and  signed  by  S. 
J.  Goodenough.  These  orders  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to 
$174,985  24,  and  upon  this  amount  Porter  received  a  percentage. 
Being  thus  assured  that  Goodenougli's  statements  to  rae  were  false, 
I  laid  the  facts  before  Dr.  Carlton,  and  asked  him  to  examine 
them.  Instead  of  doing  so  he  indulged  in  severe  criticisms  upon 
the  character  of  Porter,  stating  grave  matters  of  which  I  had  not 
previously  heard,  and  which  only  increased  my  surprise  that  such 
a  man  should  have  been  allowed  to  have  the  control  of  so  large 
an  interest  of  the  house.  At  a- subsequent  interview  between  Dr. 
Carlton,  myself,  and  Mr.  Goodenough,  Goodenough  gave  as  a 
reason  for  his  former  statement  that  there  was  no  third  party, 
that  he  had  thought  Porter  was  a  clerk  of  the  New  York  firm. 
I  replied  that  he  could  not  have  so  thought,  as  he  liad  known 
Porter  lor  many  years,  and  was  at  that  time  purchasing  mure 
paper  from  him,  as  an  independent  dealer,  than  from  any  other 
person.  During  this  interview  I  had  received  a  note  from  Boston, 
informing  me  that  Porter  controlled  our  purchases  there,  and  I 
remarked  to  Goodenough  that  "  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  find 
that  our  business  in  Boston  also  was  controlled  by  Porter." 
Goodenough  replied,  "  That  is  ridiculous;  you  will  find  no  such 
thing."  1  then  read  to  him  the  note  referred  to,  as  foUosvs,  "We 
pay  Porter  a  commission,  and  can't  do  business  with  the  Book 
Concern  in  any  other  way,"  and  remarked,  "  Here  is  a  rebutter 
to  your  denial,  strangely  received  during  this  conversation." 
Goodenough  was  silent,  and  did  not,  as  in  the  former  case,  plead 
that  Porter  was  a  clerk  of  the  Boston  house.  After  some  demur 
by  Di'.  Carlton,  Goodenough  was  finally  allowed  to  pr>.sent  his 
resignation,  to  take  effect  in  thirty  days.     I  continued  to  pursue 
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ray  investigations,  and,  in  the  prosecution  of  them,  received  the 
following  letter  from  the  house  in  Boston : 

Boston,  August  17,  1869. 
Me.  J.  Lanahan: 

Dear  Sir, — Yours  of  the  13th  is  received.  In  my  letter  of  June  14th  I  stated 
that  no  orders  were  received  from  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  from  July,  1867. 
to  July,  1868.  I  should  have  excepted  the  news  paper,  (33|X46=:56 ;)  these 
orders  came  direct  from  the  house. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry: 

1.  Early  in  July,  1867,' Mr.  Goodenough  stated  to  me  that  an  arrangement  had 
been  made  by  winch  he  was  to  be  relieved  of  the  care  which  was  pressing  upon 
him,  and  was  to  have  the  assistance  of  Mr.  J.  F.  Porter.  That  Mr.  Porter  was 
to  purchase  all  the  paper  we  might  furnish  the  M.  B.  C.  "We  must  arrange  with 
Mr.  Porter  as  to  terms. 

2.  Mr.  Porter,  having  been  so  introduced,  I  treated  with  him  as  to  prices,  and, 
under  the  pressure  of  competition,  fixed  a  very  low  figure  as  the  price  the  paper 
must  net  me,  not  knowing  what  price  he  intended  to  charge  the  Book  Concern. 
When  the  orders  again  came  in  the  name  of  the  liouse,  but,  as  before,  through  Mr. 
Porter,  my  price  remained  the  same,  and  the  difference  between  my  price  and 
that  paid  by  the  Book  Concern  was  given  to  Mr.  Porter  as  commission.  This  was 
done  as  necessary  to  retain  the  business.         Yours  truly, . 

From  this  letter  it  appears  that  in  July,  1867,  the  Boston  house 
were  informed  by  Goodenough  that  thereafter  J.  F.  Porter  was 
to  purchase  all  the  paper  for  the  Book  Concern,  and  that  they 
must  arrange  with  him  as  to  terms;  that  they  paid  Porter  a  per- 
centage on  all  paper  sold  to  the  Concern ;  that  they  could  not 
retain  the  business  in  any  other  way  ;  that  in  July,  1868,  orders 
again  went  to  them  in  the  name  of  the  Book  Concern,  but,  as  be- 
fore, through  Porter,  who  continued  to  receive  a  commission. 
This  proves  that  my  first  inquiry  of  Goodenough  (in  July,  1868) 
led  to  an  immediate  change  in  the  form  of  making  the  purchases, 
by  Porter,  and  further  demonstrates  that  this  whole  arrangement 
was  a  contrivance  whereby  the  Book  Concern  was  defrauded  out 
of  the  amount  received  by  Porter. 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  books  show  that  Porter  had  been  con- 
cerned in  the  purchase  of  paper  for  the  house  prior  to  1864.  This 
could  only  be  done  through  the  consent  of  Goodenough.  From 
1864  to  1869  Porter  sold  to  the  Concern  direct,  and  received  a 
percentage  upon  purchases  fr(^m  other  dealers  to  the  amount  of 
about  $526,617  59.  I  do  not  say  what  were  his  profits  and  per- 
centage on  this  enormous  sum ;  but  from  the  specimens  of  exor- 
bitant prices  charged  by  him  which  I  shall  furnish  in  another  part 
of  this  statement,  you  can  form  a  tolerably  correct  judgment. 

I  need  not  argue  here  that  this  arrangement  with  Porter  was 
improper,  or  try  to  prove  that  it  was  a  breach  of  trust.  The 
anxiety  of  Goodenough  to  conceal  it,  his  contradictions,  the  testi- 
mony of  the  firms  who  were  compelled  to  submit  to  it,  sufficiently 
demonstrate  its  character.  In  point  of  fact,  J.  F.  Porter  enjoyed 
a  monopoly  of  tlie  purchase  of  paper  for  the  Book  Concern  by  a 
private  arrangement  with  Goodenough.  It  is  not  unusual  to  pur- 
chase paper  thiough  brokers,  but  that  is  not  the   case   before  us_ 
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The  case  is  of  one  man^  who  was  allowed  to  tahe  possession  of 
this  part  of  the  business.  All  this  while  the  dealers,  with  a  sin- 
gle and  small  exception,  testify  that  they  would  have  sold  as 
cheaply  to  the  Concern  as  to  Porter.  It  would  have  been  more 
than  strange  if  they  would  not.  It  is  well  known  that  at  the 
General  Conference  of  1868  Dr.  Carlton  gave  as  a  reason  why  his 
associate,  Dr.  Porter,  should  not  be  re-elected,  the  fact  that  his 
son  James  had  this  monopoly  of  the  purchase  of  the  paper,  to  the 
damage  of  the  Concern;  and  yet,  after  my  election,  Porter  was 
allowed  to  enjoy  this  monopoly,  as  before,  until  I  discovered  the 
fraud  and  stopped  it. 

The  Bindery. 

After  Mr.  Goodenough  was  dismissed,  I  reminded  Dr.  Carlton 
of  the  danger  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  house  so  loosely, 
and  expressed  my  fears  of  the  condition  of  the  Bindery,  and  urged 
him  to  examine  that  department,  proposing  to  render  him  any 
service  in  my  power;  btit  my  advice  availed  nothing.  Mr.  H.  R. 
Hoffman  was  then,  and  had  for  years  been,  in  charge.  He  did 
all  the  purchasing,  received  the  stock  for  liis  department,  and  all 
bills  on  which  his  initials  were  written  were  paid  by  the  cashier 
without  auditing.  I  noticed  several  facts  here  which  seemed  to 
nie  to  require  explanation.  I  could  find  no  account  of  the  gold- 
sweepings;  there  was  no  regular  account  of  the  sales  of  paper 
shavings,  waste  paper,  board  and  leather  clippings,  which  ought 
to  have  yielded  from  $5,000  to  $7,000  per  year.  I  found  bills  for 
black  velvet,  purchased  by  Hoffman,  at  $16  and  $17  per  yard, 
respectively.  I  also  found  bills  for  colored  velvets,  at  $6  and  $7 
per  yard,  which  are  the  usual  piices  paid  for  binder's  velvet. 
Upon  inquiry  I  learned  from  Mr.  Andrns,  who  had  served  as 
foi-eman  under  Hoffman  eight  or  ten  years,  and  from  the  work- 
men, that  they  had  seen  no  books  issued  from  our  bindery  in 
black  velvet.  I  showed  the  bills  to  Dr.  Carlton  and  to  the  clerks 
in  the  store,  who  said  they  had  never  seen  the  books  of  the  house 
80  bound. 

I  further  learned  from  Mr.  Andrus  and  from  others  that  Mr. 
Hoffman  was  known  to  have  sent  large  quantities  of  leather  from 
the  Concern.  Mr.  Andrus  specified  one  hundred  and  forty-one 
dozens  of  sheep-skins,  which  had  been  sent  away  the  previous 
spring,  about  the  month  of  March,  1869;  also  quantities  of  mo- 
rocco ;  also  cotton  goods  which  had  been  bought  for  the  bindery. 

Dr.  Carlton  had  informed  me  that  Hoffman's  salary  was  $2,000, 
nothing  being  said  of  perquisites.  Having  subsequently  learned 
that  the  books  showed  no  account  of  gold-sweepings,  I  named  the 
omission  to  Dr.  Carlton,  who  replied  that  he  should  have  told  me 
that  it  had  been  arranged  some  years  before  with  Hoffman  that,  in 
addition  to  his  salary,  he  should  have  the  gold-sweepings,  amount- 
ing to  $200  or  $300  a  year.  I  replied  that  they  amounted  to  four 
or  five  times  that  sum.  Hoffman  is  also  entered  on  the  wages- 
book  as  having  drawn   $200  per  year  in  addition  to  the  above 
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amounts  of  salary  and  perquisites.  He  averaged  only  from  two  to 
three  lionrs  a  day  in  the  bindery,  and  upon  a  nominal  salary  of 
$2,000  lived  in  a  style  of  affluence. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  these  details  further.  It  is  enough 
to  say  that  I  laid  them  before  Dr.  Carlton,  and  urged  him  to  ex- 
amine them  for  himself,  or  to  unite  with  me  in  the  dismissal  of 
Ilotfm.in.  He  admonished  me  to  be  careful,  as  HotFman  was  a 
despeiate  man ;  and  subsequently  said  that  he  was  employed  by 
the  vear,  and  had  six  months  to  serve.  Failing  in  all  my  elibrts 
to  get  Di'.  Carlton  to  examine  my  facts,  or  to  consent  to  the  dis- 
charge of  Hoffman,  I  notified  him  that  if  Hoffman  did  not  leave 
the  house  I  would.  Finally,  in  the  month  of  August,  1869,  Hoff- 
man presented  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted. 

Tkansactions  of  the  Book  Committee. 

These,  with  many  other  facts,  were  laid  before  the  Book  Com- 
mittee at  their  annual  meeting  in  November,  1869.  My  statements 
were  fortified  by  the  statements  and  letters  of  dealers  and  others. 
After  a  session  of  two  weeks,  the  Committee  unanimously  adopted 
a  report  containing  the  following  resolutions  : 

"  2.  That  though  the  Agents  have  bought  paper  and  other  mate- 
rial for  the  Printing  Department  mainly  through  paper  dealers  or 
middle-men,  yet  it  does  not  appear  by  any  facts  before  the  Com- 
mittee that  tiie  Concern  has  suffered  any  serious  loss  by  such  mode 
of  making  purchases. 

"  3.  That  the  investigation  of  the  affairs  and  business  of  the 
Bindei-y  has  satisfied  the  Committee  that  there  has  been  great 
mismanagement  in  this  department,  and  that  serious  losses  have 
occurred  therein." 

You  will  perceive  that  the  Committee  here  admit  a  "  loss"  in  the 
Printing  Department,  and  "great  mismanagement"  and  ''serious 
loss"  in  the  Bindery.  Enough,  therefore,  was  found  by  them  to 
justify  the  investigation  which  I  had  made.  What  constitutes  a 
serious  loss  in  the  Printing  Department  they  do  not  define ;  it  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  the  paper  alone  purchased  therein  had  aver- 
aged for  several  years  largely  more  than  one  htmdred  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  and  a  very  small  percentage  on  this  accruing  to  a 
middle-man  would  be  a  loss  too  serious  to  be  tolerated.  The  Com- 
mittee do  not,  however,  touch  upon  the  scandalous  wrong  of  giv- 
ing the  entire  control  of  the  purchase  of  paper  to  a  single  individual 
for  his  own  advantage.  It  was  evident  during  this  meeting  that 
my  facts  were  very  reluctantly  received,  even  when  supported  by 
the  clearest  testimony. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1870,  the  Committee  assembled  again, 
profc!<se(Uy  to  investigate  the  case.  In  spite  of  my  protest,  the 
confidential  attorney  of  the  Book  Concern,  who  had  spoken  and 
acted  against  me  in  public  and  in  private,  was  invited  to  be  present 
with  the  Committee,  and  was  finally  appointed  to  act  with  a  Sub- 
committee, wliose  duty  it  was  to  shape  the  course  of  the  inves- 
tigation.    Against  this  Messrs.  Slicer  and  Pike  entered  a  written 
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protest,  snying  wi'U,  among  the  rest,  that  the  Book  Committee 
"  had  in  effect  employed  the  counsel  of  the  defense  in  the  ease  be- 
fore the  Committee  to  assist  in  conducting  what  is  snbstnntially 
the  prosecution,  which  we  apprehend  will  excite  and  alarm  the 
Church  and  bring  odium  upon  the  Committee."  My  own  request 
for  counsel  was  repeatedly  denied,  but  at  last  granted  on  the  con- 
dition that  I  sliould  find  a  Methodist  lawyer.  This  concession  was 
not  made,  however,  until  some  days  after  the  attorney  for  the 
Concern  hnd  been  brought  in,  and  after  the  reading  of  the  testi- 
mony taken  at  the  former  meeting  of  the  Committee  had  been 
closed.  Soon  after  the  admission  of  the  Committee's  lawyer,  two 
questions  were  presented  for  consideration,  in  brief  as  follows: 
1.  Are  there  any  ])eculiarities  in  either  of  the  Agents  which  untit 
him  for  his  position  ?  2.  Has  either  of  the  Agents  done  any  thing 
to  damage  tiie  Book  Concern  ?  As  might  be  supposed,  these  pro- 
ceedings foreboded  any  thing  else  than  an  impartial  consideration 
of  the  case. 

The  Committee  passed  a  resolution,  forbidding  any  further  ex- 
amination by  the  Sub-Committee  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
Concern  bearing  date  piior  to  December,  1869.  They  also  de- 
manded of  me  a  pledge  not  to  report  these  Book  Conci-rn  attairs 
to  the  General  Conference.  I  refused  to  give  such  pledge,  where- 
upon they  adopted  the  following  extraordinary  resolution  : 

"  Whereas,  Om-  Book  Agents  have  not  been  under  charges  be- 
fore this  Committee ;  and,  whereas,  they  are  not  convicted  of  any 
wrong  involving  their  official  or  moral  character;  therefore, 

'■'■  liesolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Committee,  it  woidd 
be  highly  improper  for  them,  or  either  of  them,  to  go  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  with  a  statement  of  this  case,  the  Committee  having 
carefully  examined  and  decided  the  whole  case."  (See  Journal  of 
Committee,  February  9,  1870,  p.  83.) 

My  surprise  at  the  passage  of  this  resolution  was  only  less  than 
my  unwillingness  to  comply  with  it.  If  it  was  not  a  resolution  to 
smother  the  truth  and  keep  the  Ciiurch  in  ignorance  of  the  wrongs 
done  to  her  property  and  her  honor,  I  fail  to  understand  its 
meaning. 

Without  assigning  any  reasons  for  the  change,  a  majority  of  the 
Committee  reversed  the  decision  of  the  preceding  November,  and 
now  denied  the  fact  of  losses  and  frauds  in  any  department  of  the 
Concern.  They  say,  "The  testimony  not  only  failed  to  estaljlish 
the  existence  of  fraud,  defalcation,  or  corruption,  but  likewise  failed 
to  establish  the  allegation  of  losses."  A  minority  of  the  Com- 
mittee (Messrs.  Pike,  Slicer,  and  Vernon)  issued  a  report  to  the 
Annual  Conferences,  fortified  by  testimony,  in  which  they  declare 
their  conviction  of  losses  both  in  the  Printing  Department  and  the 
Bindery.     (See  Minority  Report.) 

TuiuD  Meeting  of  the  Commiitee. 

The  Committee  were  yet  ill  at  ease.  In  the  May  following  they 
met  again.    Of  this  meeting  I  had  no  knowledge,  save  from  private 
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rumor,  until  the  members  appeared,  although  their  coming  was 
known  to  the  subordinates  of  the  house.  They  came  together  un- 
heraldi'd,  and  for  what?  None  but  the  few  who  were  in  the  secret 
could  divine.  It  soon  appeared  that  the  object  of  their  mysterious 
reassembling  was  the  suspension  of  the  Assistant  Agent.  Instead 
of  there  being  a  prosecution  of  the  wrong-doei's,  who  had  enriched 
themselves  at  the  expense  of  the  honor  and  the  property  of  the 
Church,  I  was  to  be  held  as  the  criminal,  and  from  that  hour  until 
now  liave  been  so  dealt  with  by  the  Book  Committee.  It  turned 
out  that  they  had  been  summoned  to  try  certain  charges  against 
me;  but  I,  the  person  most  interested,  had  received  no  official 
notice  of  such  charges.  A  pamphlet,  purporting  to  contain  charges, 
had  come  to  me  through  the  mail,  anonymously,  and  without  ex- 
planation, and  I  do  not  know  to  this  day  by  whom  it  was  sent. 
These  charges  were  signed  by  seventeen  persons  outside  of  the 
Book  Concern,  three  fourths  of  whom  were  entire  strangers  to  me, 
and  related  to  matters  of  which  they  could  have  no  personal 
knowledge.  One  charge  related  to  pledges  alleged  to  have  been 
given  by  me  to  the  Book  Committee,  a  tiling  with  regard  to  which, 
whether  true  or  false,  the  outside  public  could  know  nothing  what- 
ever. The  meeting  ended,  however,  without  action,  the  Committee 
issuing  to  the  Church  a  paper  in  which  they  say  that  a  bill  of 
"grave  charges"  against  me  had  been  presented,  but  that,  "find- 
ing themselves  surrounded  by  many  and  great  embarrassments," 
they  deemed  it  expedient  to  defer  the  consideration  of  them  until 
their  annual  meeting  in  October. 

I  was  thus  held  up  before  the  public  for  the  space  of  five  months 
as  being  under  grave  imputations,  and  left  without  an  opportunity 
of  reply. 

Fourth  Meeting  of  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  met  again  in  October,  at  Cincinnati,  according 
to  adjournment.  They  quickly  entertained  the  charges,  suspended 
me  from  office,  and  fixed  January  12,  1871,  as  the  time  of  trial. 
By  special  resolution  I  was  permitted  to  examine  the  account 
books  and  papers  of  the  Concern  under  the  following  provisions: 

'■'■  Promded,  That  the  books  and  papers  shall  not  be  removed 
from  the  building  where  they  are  ordinarily  kept,  and  that  the 
examination  of  them  shall  be  made  imder  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
E.  Grant,  the  principal  book-keeper  of  the  Concern,  or  some  other 
competent  and  responsible  person  who  may  be  designated  by  Dr. 
Carlton  to  assist  as  above  provided :  and  provided,  further,  that 
when  Dr.  Lanahan  shall  specify  any  books  or  papers  which  he  may 
need  for  the  purpose  above  specified,  Dr.  Carlton  shall  cause  a 
record  of  them  to  be  made,  and  proper  receipts  to  be  taken  therefor. 
"[Copy]  I.  8.  Bingham, 

"  Secretary  of  Book  Committee.'''' 

As  a  General  Conference  officer,  I  had  a  clear  right  to  examine 
the  books  and  papers  of  the  house  without  any  supervision,  espe- 
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cially  without  the  supervision  of  a  person  in  my  employ.  My  name 
was  still  written  on  all  bills  and  checks,  and  1  was  still  an  Agent, 
even  tlioiigh  not  exercising  official  functions.  This  was,  however, 
but  one  specimen  of  the  injustice  with  which  I  was  treated. 

Fifth  Meeting  of  the  Committee. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1871,  the  Committee  met.  I  was 
duly  present  with  my  counsel.  Of  the  seventeen,  four  only  ap- 
peared. A  letter  from  one  of  the  seventeen  was  presented  with- 
drawing from  the  prosecution,  confessing  that  he  had  been  misled, 
and  regretting  that  he  had  allowed  his  name  to  be  used.  Another 
one  wrote  me  a  letter,  stating  that  he  had  no  personal  knowledge 
of  the  matters  embraced  in  the  charges.  My  counsel  begged  the 
Committee  to  send  for  all  the  prosecutors,  and  offered  to  prove 
from  their  own  lips  that  at  least  four  of  them  would  have  been  as 
willing  to  sign  a  bill  of  charges  against  Dr.  Carlton  as  against 
myself,  and  that  several  of  them  would  declare  that  they  had 
signed  the  charges  without  reading,  and  that  they  "  had  been 
made  fools  of."  The  following  is  the  language  of  the  request  pre- 
sented by  my  counsel:  "Whereas,  seventeen  ministers  and  lay- 
men of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  have  preferred  charges 
against  Dr.  Lanahan,  and  four  of  them  only  have  appeared  to 
meet  him  ;  therefore  the  defense  asks  that  a  request  be  made  upon 
the  other  thirteen  to  appear  and  submit  to  an  examination  as  to 
what  they  know  of  the  matters  contained  in  the  charges,  and  their 
motives  for  making  them." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Book  Committee  declared  that  he  would 
resign  before  he  would  sign  such  an  order,  and  the  Chairman  de- 
cided that  he  had  no  authority  to  send  for  them.  This  decision 
was  sustained  by  the  Committee.  Here  was,  at  the  outset,  a 
flagrant  violation  of  the  law  of  the  Discipline,  which  requires 
accusers  and  accused  to  be  brought  face  to  face,  a  law  which 
should  be  more  strictly  applied  when  it  is  presumable  that  charges 
have  been  devised  by  men  who  would  divert  attention  from  them- 
selves by  prosecuting  their  prosecutor.  The  history  of  these 
charges  is  very  brief;  the  material  for  them  was  secretly  prepared 
in  the  Book  Concern,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  person  who 
employed  an  attorney  to  put  them  into  legal  shape,  if  shape  it  might 
be  called.  Goodenough  and  others  then  hawked  them  about I'or 
signatures. 

Immediately  upon  the  opening  of  the  investigation  the  Bishops 
presented  a  paper,  stating  that  they  could  not  be  understood  "  as 
sharing  in  any  sense,  or  to  any  extent,  the  responsibility  of  receiv- 
ing or  entertaining  charges  against  an  editor  or  agent,  prepared  or 
presented  as  these  were  ;  "  that  they  could  not  act  as  "  concurrent 
authority  in  any  investigation  "  extending  beyond  the  official  con- 
duct of  an  editor  or  agent ;  that  they  could  not  act  concurrently 
upon  charges  of  slander  preferred  by  third  parties ;  and  that  they 
could  not  act  upon  charges  of  unfitness  for  office,  unless  the  cause 
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of  unfitness  had  arisen  since  the  election  of  the  officer  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference.  At  the  end  of  a  biief  examination  of  witnesses 
the  proceedings  were  suspended,  and  the  Committee  went  into 
executive  session.  After  several  days  of  secret  discussion,  they 
adopted  in  my  absence  a  paper,  in  which  they  say  they  "  deem  it 
proper  to  discontinue  any  furtlier  investigation  of  the  complaint? 
against  the  Assistant  Book  Agent."  They  appointed  a  Committee, 
who  with  Bishop  Scott  should  employ  accountants  to  examine 
"  the  business  methods  and  arrangements  of  the  Book  Concern." 
The  approval  of  the  selection  of  accountants  was  referied  to  Bishop 
Scott  and  Messrs.  Fancher  and  Reynolds..  Thus,  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  these  proceedings,  the  Committee  admitted  that 
there  was  presumably  a  case  for  examination,  and  provided  for  it 
by  what  appeared  to  be  an  impartial  method.  By  formal  \ote  of 
the  Committee,  the  suspension  was  rescinded  ;  following  this,  the 
charges  were  withdrawn,  and  I  was  reinstated  in  office.  My  an- 
swer was  then  withdrawn  ;  but  this  was  not  done  upon  any  agree- 
ment precedent  to  tlie  withdrawal  of  the  charges.  Such  was  the 
conclusion  of  this  stage  of  the  case. 

This  elaborately  constituted  Commission  accomplished  nothing. 
It  met  for  the  first  time  in  the  latter  part  of  February.  After  a 
session  of  about  six  days,  during  which  one  expert,  Mr.  J.  Van 
Vleck,  was  appointed  by  a  majority  of  its  members,  but  rejected 
by  my  counsel,  the  Commission  adjourned  to  March  29th,  ensuing. 
Assembling  again,  they  selected  tliree  experts,  and  reported  them 
for  approval  by  Bishop  Scott.  Bishop  Scott  had  already  taken 
part  in  their  selection,  and  Judge  Reynolds  left  with  the  Commis- 
sion in  writing  an  approval,  prosided  all  three  were  confirmed. 
Mr.  Fancher,  the  counsel  for  the  prosecutors,  declined  to  approve 
of  more  than  one  of  the  three  ;  upon  this  the  Commission  ad- 
journed sine  die.  While  in  session  this  second  time,  it  transpired 
that  Mr.  Elihu  Grant,  senior  book-keeper  of  the  Concern,  had  had 
the  assurance  to  write  a  letter  to  Bishop  Simpson,  stating  that 
there  were  many  awkward  entries  in  the  books,  which  would 
speak  badly  for  the  house  unless  charitably  dealt  with.  For  this 
reason,  and  for  another,  he  urged  the  Bishop  to  use  his  influence 
to  secure  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Van  Vleck  as  examiner.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  this  proposition  was  indignantly  spurned  by 
Bishop  Simpson,  and  that  Grant's  letter,  with  a  suitable  reply, 
was  transmitted  to  the  Committee. 

Immediately  upon  the  adjournment  of  the  Commission,  Dr.  Carl- 
ton, on  his  own  responsibility,  apppointed  three  examiners — 
Messrs.  Van  Vleck,  Callender,  and  Gunn.  The  instructions  to 
these  accountants  directed  them  (l)  To  examine,  thoroughly,  from 
1852  to  the  present  time;  (2)  To  include  in  the  examination  the 
cash  accounts,  so  as  to  trace  all  disbursements  ;  (3)  To  include  the 
general  accounts,  so  as  to  ascertain  if  any  corrujjt  practices  had 
obtained ;  (4)  To  embrace  the  business  methods  of  the  house. 
Two  of  these  accountants  have  not  acted;  the  third,  Mr.  J.  A.  Gunn, 
has  been  engaged  until  the  present  time,  and  has  a  full  report 
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ready  for  your  inspection.  Wiien  I  learned  of  these  appointments 
by  Dr.  Carlton,  I  proposed  to  him  tliat  he  should  retain  any  two 
of  the  three,  and  that  I  would  name  one  person  to  act  with  iliem. 
He,  however,  declined,  saying  that  if  I  had  made  tiie  proposition 
Booner  he  would  gladly  have  accepted  it.  I  then  olFered  io  add 
one  to  the  throe,  so  that  the  examination  might  be  agreeable  to 
both  of  us.     This  was  also  declined. 

Sixth  Meeting  of  the  Committee. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  1870,  I  was  sued  for  slander  by  S.  J. 
Goodenoiigli,  with  damages  laid  at  $20,000,  on  matters  growing 
out  of  these  troubles.  I  have  no  question  this  suit  hnd  the  same 
origin  as  the  charges.  June  14th,  1870,  I  toid  Dr.  Carlton  that  I 
should  wish  soon  to  enter  upon  an  examination  of  the  books  and 
accounts,  in  order  to  make  preparation  for  the  suit.  He  refused 
to  allow  ine  access  to  them,  asserting  that  the  Book  Committee 
had  forbidden  any  further  examination.  In  October  of  that  year 
I  applied  again  for  the  books,  and  was  again  refused.  I  applied 
Boon  after,  and  was  for  the  third  time  refused.  I  then  notified 
him  that,  if  he  persisted  in  his  refusal,  I  would  have  to  apply  to 
court.  During  the  pendency  of  my  trial  in  January,  1871,  I  ap- 
plied, first  through  my  accountant,  and  then  through  my  counsel, 
Judge  Reynolds,  for  the  check-books,  bank-books,  and  vouchers, 
and  was  refused  still  again.  Finding,  after  this,  that  the  suit  was 
advancing  to  trial,  and  that  I  must  prepare  for  it  properly,  I  ap- 
plied once  more  to  Dr.  Carlton,  only,  however,  to  be  again  re- 
fused ;  whereupon  1  requested  my  counsel  to  apply  to  the  court 
for  an  order,  authorizing  me  to  make  an  examination  of  said  books 
and  papers.  Dr.  Carlton  immediately  summoned  the  Book  Com- 
nnttee,  and  on  the  25th  of  May  they  assembled  once  more.  I  in- 
formed the  Committee  that  I  only  wished  to  obtain  access  to  the 
books,  and  that,  if  they  would  grant  it,  I  would  gladly  withdraw 
my  application  to  the  court  for  an  order.  To  this  they  made  no 
reply,  and,  after  a  brief  deliberation,  suspended  me  on  Dr.  Carl- 
ton's complaint.  June  15th  was  the  date  fixed  for  my  trial,  and 
on  that  day  I  was  present  with  my  counsel. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  complaint  of  Dr.  Carlton  closed 
with  these  words  : 

"  In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  and  a  great  number  of  others, 
which  have  been  brought  to  your  notice  during  the  last  two  years, 
it  remains  for  you,  in  your  wisdom,  as  the  supervisors  of  the 
Methodist  Book  Concern,  to  take  such  action  as,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, you  may  judge  will  best  promote  the  interests  of  the 
Church  and  the  Book  Concern." 

In  harmony  with  this  general  allegation,  which  contains  the  main 
issue  in  the  controversy,  to  wit,  the  condition  and  administration 
of  the  Concern,  my  counsel  begged  to  be  permitted  to  pU'ad  to 
that  issue  as  well  as  to  the  special  one.  This  the  Committee 
strangely  refused  to  allow.     Bishop  Janes  declares,  in  his  opinion 
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to  the  Committee,  "When  I  read  this  passage  (that  is,  of  the 
complaint)  I  supposed  that  all  of  the  issues  of  the  past  two  years 
were  to  be  examined."  They  were  not,  and  thus  the  Committee 
again  evinced  their  unwillingness  to  allow  me  to  prove  mismanage- 
ment and  fraud.  At  the  close  of  a  protracted  trial  I  was  removed 
by  a  majority  vote.  Bisliop  Janes  concurred  with  the  Committee, 
and  Bishop  Ames  non-concurred.  I  was,  consequently,  by  the 
action  of  the  Discipline,  restored  to  my  position.  Bishop  Janes, 
however,  in  his  carefully  prepared  decision,  fully  confirmed  all  I 
had  asserted  of  the  necessity  of  a  thorough  examination  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  house.  I  beg  here  to  cite  his  weighty  words,  as  I 
regard  them  of  great  value  to  my  case  : 

"  The  management  of  the  Book  Room  having  become  a  subject 
of  inquiry  and  criticism,  the  question  of  its  integrity  can  be  settled 
only  by  a  most  thorough,  competent,  and  impartial  examination. 
Nothing  short  of  this  will  satisfy  the  Cliurch  ;  nothing  short  of 
this  ought  to  satisfy  the  Church  ;  nothing  short  of  this  need  sat- 
isfy the  Church,  for  it  will  certainly  be  had.  No  human  power 
can  prevent  it.  It  may  be  embarrassed  and  delayed,  but  cannot 
be  stopped.  The  longer  it  is  delayed  the  more  thorough  it  will 
be.  An  examination  that  would  have  been  satisfactory  six  months 
ago,  would  not  be  satisfactory  to-day.  Books  and  book-keeping, 
buying,  selling,  printing,  binding — all  tlie  modes  and  methods  of 
business — must  be  inquired  into  and  reported  upon.  It  is  because 
the  Church  sees  this  examination  to  be  inevitable  that  she  is 
calmly  waiting  for  its  results,  and  because  she  sees  it  to  be  inevi- 
table she  will  continue  calmly  to  w^ait  until  it  comes." 

For  Bishop  Janes's  cordial  expression  of  his  confidence  in  my 
integrity,  as  a  man  and  a  minister^-not  only  in  the  past,  but  even 
at  the  moment  when  he  was  acting  otiicially  upon  the  question  of 
my  removal — I  desire  to  thank  him.  Having  known  me  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  I  conceive  that  he  could  say  no  less. 
I  of  course  difler  with  him  in  the  estimate  of  the  act  for  which  I 
was  arraigned,  and  to  which  I  felt  myself  compelled.  His  decision, 
as  he  confessed,  was  made  with  wavering  and  hesitancy  up  to  the 
last  moment  of  deliberation.  I  am,  however,  indebted  to  Bishop 
Ames  for  the  opportunity  I  now  enjoy  of  standing  here  as  your 
official  representative,  and  giving  an  account  of  my  stew- 
ardship. 

In  reviewing  this  long  history,  you  cannot  but  be  struck  with 
the  varied  changes  of  my  position.  Beginning  as  a  prosecutor  of 
mismanagement  and  fraud,  I  found  myself  before  long  treated  as  a 
presumptive  criminal.  I  was  not  even  credited  with  an  honest,  if 
mistaken,  purpose  to  discover  the  truth,  but  was  arraigned  as  an 
enemy  of  the  Book  Concern  and  a  slanderer  of  its  reputation.  In- 
stead of  trying  the  guilty  parties,  the  Book  Committee  made  haste 
to  try  me.  I  may  say  with  truth  that  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee, so  far  from  dealing  with  me  as  impartial  judges,  labored  to 
convict  me.  The  one  thing  upperujost  in  their  proceedings  was 
how  to  get  me  out  of  the  way.     The  lact  that  a  respectable  minor- 
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ity  of  their  own  number  adhered  to  the  conviction  that  I  had 
brought  to  light  important  truth  should  at  least  have  made  them 
cautious.  The  whole  country  has  been  scandalized  by  the  persist- 
ent efforts  made  by  the  parties  whom  I  had  exposed  to  drag  me 
down  and  ruin  me.  These  efforts  would  never  have  been  ventured, 
but  for  the  confidence  felt  that  the  Committee  would  lend  a  will- 
ing ear  to  any  and  every  charge  preferred  against  me.  That  I 
have  passed  through  these  trials  as  I  have  seems  almost  a  iftirac-le 
to  myself.  Twice  I  have  been  suspended,  and  once  removed  from 
office.  I  have  been  made  the  object  of  unsparing  attack  in  the 
paper  of  which  T  am  publisher,  and  have  been  refused  all  access  to 
it  for  explanation  or  defense,  while  its  columns  have  been  opened 
to  assaults  upon  me.  My  Conference  has  been  maligned,  when  it 
has  done  no  more  than  declare  its  confidence  in  my  integrity,  and 
call  for  an  examination  of  the  affairs  of  the  Church's  publishing 
house  by  a  commission  of  laymen  skilled  in  business.  I  have 
waited  through  these  years,  in  confident  expectation  that  I  would 
receive  justice  from  you.  To  you  I  now  make  my  appeal.  If  the 
truth  be  not  in  me,  I  deserve  to  be  sacrificed.  But  if  I  have 
spoken  the  truth — if  I  have  contended  for  righteousness — then  I 
beg  you,  Fathers  and  Brethren,  to  declare  the  fact  to  the  world. 
Nothing  less  than  this  will  suffice ;  more  than  this  I  do  not  ask. 

Efforts  will  be  made  to  bring  side  issues  befoj-e  you,  with  the 
view  of  preventing  a  direct  and  speedy  examination  of  the  main 
qiiestions,  mismanagement  and  fraud.  You  may  be  overwhelmed 
with  documents,  and  then  assured  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
you  in  the  time  of  your  session  to  examine  them. 

Statements  and  Proof. 

In  order  to  give  you  the  material  in  my  hands  with  all  possible 
clearness,  I  have  arranged  it  in  the  following  series  of  statements, 
appending  proofs  to  each  one  : 

Statement  I.  That  James  F,  Porter  was  allowed  the  control  of 
the  purchasing  of  paper  for  the  Book  Concern,  to  his  own  per- 
sonal profit  and  the  detriment  of  the  Concern. 

I  give,  as  proofs  that  Porter  controlled  the  business,  letters  of 
the  houses  from  which  purchases  were  made.  (See  letter  marked 
1  on  page  18  of  this  report.) 

I  present  also,  as  further  proof,  the  statements  of  these  houses, 
showing  the  amount  of  purchases  and  percentages  realized  by 
Porter,  (See  order-books  kept  by  Goodenough,  and  tabular  state- 
ments marked  2  and  3  accompanying  this  report,  giving  date 
and  number  of  order,  amount  paid  by  Porter,  and  amount  paid  by 
Book  Concern  to  Porter.)  These  statements  make  the  profits 
from  July,  1867,  to  July,  1868,  $9,942  52.  To  this  must  be 
added  his  profits  on  nearly  $10,000  of  paper  which  I  have  not 
been  able  to  trace.  I  add,  also,  the  letters  of  these  houses,  in 
which  they  say  that  they  would  have  sold  as  cheaply  to  the  Book 
Concern  as  to  Porter. 

41 
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Boston,  Odoher  20,  1869. 
John  Lanahan,  D.D.,  New  York: 

My  Deaf  Sir:  You  ask  in  yours  of  yesterday,  ""WHiether  from  July,  1867,  to 
July,  1868,  I  would,  under  the  same  circumstances,  have  sold  paper  to  ihe  Meth- 
odist Book  Concern  at  the  same  price  I  sold  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Porter  if  the  Agents  of 
eaid  Book  Concern,  or  their  employe,  had  applied  to  me  in  person  ?  " 

I  reply,  I  know  no  reason  why,  under  the  same  circumstances,  I  should  not 
have  sold  paper  as  low  to  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  as  to  Mr.  Porter. 

The  folloAvdng  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  of  Mr. ,  dated  Bos- 
ton, December  22,  1869  : 

The  letter  to  which  Mr.  Goodenough  refers  is  probably  the  one  written  by  me 
in  which  I  said  that,  under  the  same  circumstances,  I  would  have  sold  as  low  to 
the  Book  Concern  direct  as  to  Mr.  Porter.  By  this  I  meant  that  I  had  no  motive 
for  making  low  prices  to  Mr.  Porter  that  would  not  have  existed  had  the  Agents 
of  the  Book  Concern  applied  to  me  direct.  . 

New  York,  Jomuary  25,  1870. 
Rev.  Dr.  John  Lanahan  : 

Dear  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  whether  we  should  have  furnished  the 
Methodist  Book  Concern  the  paper  sold  to  Mr.  Porter,  and  upon  the  same  terms, 
we  have  to  say  we  should  most  certainly  have  done  so. 

Yours  truly,  • 

New  York,  N'ovember  10,  1869. 

Dear  Sir  :  "We  would  say,  in  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  whether  we  would 
have  sold  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  the  paper  which  we  did  through  Mr.  Por- 
ter, bringing  us  the  orders,  at  the  price,  allowing  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  the 
discount  which  we  paid  to  Mr.  Porter,  had  those  orders  come  to  us  direct  instead  of 
through  Mr.  Porter,  we  would  have  allowed  the  one  cent  a  pound  to  your  Society, 
as  we"  do  now.  The  demand  of  Mr.  Porter  for  2^  per  cent,  addition,  which  we 
finally  allowed  and  paid  to  him,  we  did  under  protest,  feeling  that  it  was  the  only 
waj'-  "that  we  could  keep  along  with  the  business,  knowing  that  the  time  would 
come  when  we  could  break  up  the  infamous  system,  and  ourselves  and  others 
could  get  righted,  and  do  our  business  with  your  Society  as  we  had  formerly 
done  before  Mr.  Porter  came  upon  the  field  of  action,  and  in  the  same  manner  as 
we  did  our  business  with  other  large  customers.  . 

Rev.  John  Lanahan. 

Statement  2.  That  the  fact  of  Porter's  purchasing  in  this  way 
was  known  to  Dr.  Carlton,  and  at  the  last  General  Conference  as- 
signed by  him  as  a  reason  why  his  colleague  should  not  be  re- 
elected, and  that,  nevertheless,  Porter  continued  to  control  these 
purchases  until  stopped  by  me. 

I  give  as  proofs  the  affidavit  of  an  Editor  of  this  city,  in  which 
he  says  Dr.  Carlton  told  him  "  the  reason  that  Dr.  Porter  was  not 
returned  by  the  General  Conference  was,  that  his  son  had  been 
employed  as  a  middle-man  in  the  purchase  of  paper  for  the  Con- 
cern." (See  paper  marked  4.)  I  can  add  also  the  testimony  of 
several  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  is  a  member  of  the  Conference. 

Statement  3.  That  J.  F.  Porter  was  an  unfit  person  to  be  in- 
trusted with  any  such  business,  or  to  hold  any  relation  to  the 
house. 

I  give  as  proof  of  this  paper  marked  5. 

Statement  4.  That  S.  J.  Goodenough  assigned  as  a  reason  for 
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giving  this  business  to  Porter  that  he  must  be  "  relieved  of  the 
care  that  was  pressing  upon  him,"  whereas  Goodenough  was  dur- 
ing these  years  giving  time  and  attention  to  outside  speculations 
of  great  magnitude  and  variety. 

I  cite  as  proof  of  Goodenough's  assertion  the  letter  from  Bos- 
ton, dated  August  17,  1867,  as  given  on  page  5  of  this  state- 
ment. 

I  present,  as  an  account  of  the  '■  oare  that  was  pressing  upon 
him,"  the  charter  of  the  Crown  Petroleum  Company  of  New  York 
and  Canada,  March  19,  1865.  Capital  stock,  §150,000.  T.  Carl- 
ton, President ;  H.  R.  Hoffman,  Vice-President ;  S.  J.  Goode- 
nough, Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  cashier,  book-keeper,  clerk 
in  charge  of  the  store,  and  other  employes  of  the  Concern  were 
directors  in  this  company.  The  meetings  were  held  in  the  Book 
Concern  buildings  during  the  business  hours  of  the  day.  I  pre- 
sent also  the  minute-book  of  the  proceedings,  which  shows  that 
the  senior  Agent,  the  superintendents  of  the  Bindery  and  Printing 
Departments,  and  the  book-keeper  were  appointed  committees  to 
go  to  Canada  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  this  company.  I  pre- 
sent also  the  charter  of  the  Ridgewood  Petroleum  Company,  loca- 
ted in  Pennsylvania  ;  capital  stock,  8500,000  ;  of  wliich  Goode- 
nough was  the  corporator,  with  Dr.  Carlton  and  H.  R.  Hoffman. 
Grant,  the  book-keeper,  was  likewise  in  this  company.  Also  of 
the  Crescent  Petroleum  Company  of  New  York  and  Canada,  of^ 
date  June  27,  1865;  capital  stock,  81,200,000;  of  which  Goode-' 
nough  was  "  Chairman  of  the  Working  Committee,"  nnd  in  the 
service  of  which  he  traveled  abroad  to  Canada  and  other  places. 
If  furtlier  proof  is  needed  of  the  "  duties  that  were  pressing  upon 
him,"  I  can  add  sundry  other  speculations  which  occupied  his 
time.     (See  papers  marked  6.) 

Statement  5.  That  as  soon  as  Porter's  monopoly  was  broken 
up,  and  the  paper  was  bought  direct  by  myself,  the  saving  on  the 
average  issue  of  the  "  Christian  Advocate  "  was  834  72  per  week, 
or  81,805  44  for  the  year.  On  a  single  issue  of  the  "Sunday- 
School  Advocate  "  the  saving  was  845  73.  On  the  "  Good  News," 
$21  73.  On  the  "Missionary  Advocate,"  858  70.  For  all  of 
these  periodicals,  except  the  last  mentioned,  the  same  quality  of 
paper  was  purchased  from  the  same  manufacturers,  without  there 
being  any  fluctuation  in  the  market  prices. 

I  give  as  proof  of  the  above  a  statement  fi'om  the  order-books 
of  the  Printing  Department.     (See  paper  marked  7.) 

Porters  profits  were  much  larger  on  book  and  writing  papers 
than  on  news  papers,  in  some  cases  amounting  to  four,  five,  and  as 
much  as  seven  cents  per  pound.  When  it  is  taken  into  considera- 
tion that  we  had  fifteen  presses  almost  constantly  rimning,  the 
paper  for  which  was  purchased  at  such  greatly  reduced  prices, 
you  can  form  a  general  estimate  of  what  was  the  saving  on  all  the 
publications  of  the  house. 

Statement  6.  That  the  Bindery  Department  has  been  defrauded 
of  large  amounts  in  the  single  item  of  leather,  and  that  the  proba- 
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ble  loss  from  this  source  is  not  less  than  $25,000  in  the  last  twenty- 
months  ofHoftman's  administration. 

I  present  the  amount  of  leather  on  hand  December  1,  1867,  as 
per  inventory,  namely,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  eleven 
dozens  of  skins.  There  were  purchased  from  that  date  to  August 
1,  1869,  the  time  of  Hoifman's  dismissal  from  the  Concern, 
twenty-six  hundred  and  forty-two  dozens,  as  will  appear  from  the 
copies  of  the  bills  herewith  annexed.  The  aggregate  is,  therefore, 
thirty-seven  hundred  and  fifty-three  dozens.  From  this  total  de- 
duct'the  number  of  skins  necessary  to  bind  the  books  turned  out 
during  the  period,  as  per  estimates  herewith  presented,  and  there  will 
be  tw-enty-four  hundred  and  eighty-one  dozens  to  be  accounted  for. 
Of  this  last  amount,  there  were  on  hand  September  1,  1869,  but 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-one  dozens. 

I  have  had  estimates  made  by  three  master-binders  of  this  city 
(each  acting  without  the  knowledge  of  the  others)  of  tlie  amount 
of  leather  necessary  for  binding  the  leather-bound  books  which 
came  from  the  bindery  from  December  1,  1867,  to  August,  1869, 
giving  them  the  patterns  from  which  we  cut,  the  number  of  books 
to  each  pattern,  and  sample  sizes  of  the  skins  we  used.  Their 
estimates  all  agree  in  leaving  more  than  seventeen  hundred  dozens 
of  skins,  purchased  as  above  stated,  and  costing  over  825,000, 
unaccounted  for.  These  estimates,  which  are  in  detnil,  are  here- 
with presented.  (See,  for  all  these  tact<,  papers  marked  8.) 
'  Statement  7.  That  one  hundred  and  foriy-one  dozens  of  sheep- 
skins were  sent  from  the  Concern  by  II<>,iiii;in  on  or  al)  uit  March 
31,  1869.  These  skins  were  never  retuiiKil,  n«^r  -iid  the  Book 
Concern  receive  any  credit  for  them  fr..Mi  the  pa.iy  lo  whom  they 
were  sent.  Hoflman  told  in  regard  to  i..ese  bkius  ihree  entirely 
difierent  stories.  The  tirst,  thai  he  harl  .-eiit  iiiem  lo  Newark  to 
be  shaved,  and  that  they  were  sent  i-ack  ai.  d  tie.ent  times.  He 
next  told  the  Sab-Committee  that  tliey  we-e  >liaved  for  nothing. 
Finally  he  told  the  Book  Committee  t(jai  he  h.td  exchanged  them 
for  other  leather. 

The  proof  of  this  statement  is  very  direct.  The  skins  were 
counted  by  Hofi"nian's  foreman  and  porter,  lioth  of  wliom  are  still 
in  the  employ  of  the  Book  Concern.  Tiie  porter  was  sent  by 
Hoffman  to  Mercer-street,  to   say  to  the  leather  dealer,  '•  Send 

f  <Y  that  leather  immediately."      In  the  absence  of  Mr. ,  the 

proprietor,  his  book-keeper  and  salesman  sent  for  and  received 
ihe  leather.  The  same  day  one  hundred  and  twenty  dozens  of 
this  lot  of  skins  were  sold  to  a  respectable  publishing  house  in 
this  city. 

I  append  the  letter  of  the  book-keeper  and  salesman  above  men- 
tioned, which  is  clear  as  to  tlie  above  facts  ;  also  a  statement  from 
the  publishing  house  referred  to,  showing  the  fact  of  the  purchase 
of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  dozens  of  skins  on  the  31st  of 
March,  1869.     (See  paper  marked  9.) 

Statement  8.  That  large  quantities  of  morocco  and  other  ma- 
terial belonging  to  the  Concern  were  sent  away  and  sold  by  Hoft- 
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man,  for  which  the  Concern  received  no  credit.  Bills  were  made 
out  by  Hoffman  in  his  own  name,  and  he  received  and  receipted 
for  the  money. 

I  give  as  proof  the  statement  of  Mr.  J .  I  give  also  the  let- 
ter of  Mr.  T.  L.  L ,  ti  leather  dealer  of  this  city,  and  also  Hoff- 
man's receipts.     (See  papers  marked  10.) 

Statement  9.  That  the  superintendent  of  the  Bindery,  contrary 
to  all  sound  business  principles,  was  allowed  the  gold-sweepings 
for  six  years  prior  to  his  removal,  amounting  to  more  than  $1,800 
yearly. 

I  present  as  proof  (1)  the  statement  of  the  amount  of  gold-leaf 
purchased  by  the  Concern  from  one  dealer  alone  in  six  years, 
(from  1863  to  1868  inclusive,)  the  total  amount  in  value  of  which 
was  $48,516  65. 

I  present  (2)  a  statement  of  the  percentage  of  gold  contained 
in  the  sweepings  of  the  last  two  years  under  the  present  admin- 
istrjition,  which  amounts  to  twenty-three  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  is  about  the  usual  percentage. 
We  would  then  have  as  the  average  yearly  cost  of  the  gold- 
leaf  in  the  years  named,  $8,086 ;  and  Hoffman's  perquisites 
from  the  sweepings  would  be  $1,859  each  year.  (See  papers 
marked  11.) 

Statement  10.  That  Hoffman  was  dishonest  in  paying  wages 
due  in  the  Bindery.  1.  He  drew  from  the  cashier,  and  enter- 
ed on  the  wages-book  as  paid,  more  money  than  he  paid  out. 
2.  He  kept  on  the  pay-roll  the  names  of  persons  not  at  the 
time  in  the  employ  of  the  house. 

I  present  as  proof  (1)  the  statement  from  the  book  kept  by  the 
foreman  of  the  folding-room,  showing  the  amount  of  wages  due, 
upon  the  face  of  the  bills  of  the  persons  employed,  and  showing 
also  the  sums  entered  on  Hoffman's  wages-book  as  paid  to  the 
same  persons  at  the  same  date.  The  difference  is  visible  in  an 
instant.  I  present  (2)  a  statement  of  the  amount  paid  to  sundry 
persons  named  on  the  pay-roll  after  they  had  been  marked  off  the 
book  of  the  foreman  of  the  folding-room.  I  present  (3)  the 
statement  of  Elijah  Myers,  who  is  still  in  the  employ  of  the  house. 
(See  papers  marked  12.) 

Statement  11.  That  in  the  year  1868  Hoffman  used  $43,202  06 
of  stock  ill  turning  out  $90,961  78  of  work.  In  the  two  years 
1870  and  1871  the  present  superintendent  of  the  Bindery  has  used 
142,546  15  of  stock  in  turning  out  $170,186  18  of  work. 

I  give  as  proof  (l)  transcripts  from  the  books  of  the  Concern, 
showing  the  amount  of  money  paid  in  all  these  years  for  stock  for 
the  Bindery,  and  (2)  tabular  statements,  showing  the  number, 
sizes,  and  styles  of  books  bound  during  the  two  periods.  In  the 
years  1870  and  1871,  339,682  more  books  were  bound  than  in 
1868.  Yet  less  stock  was  used  in  the  two  years  than  Hoffman 
consumed  in  one  year.  During  these  years  there  was  no  very  ma- 
terial change  in  the  price  of  stock,  as  you  M'ill  see  from  the  state- 
ments of  dealers  here  appended.     (See  papers  marked  13.) 
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Statement  12.  That  the  bindery  inventories  and  account-books 
contain  false  entries,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  items  : 

Item  1.  To  the  bindery  inventory  of  sheet-stock  for  January, 
1856,  is  added  $12,000  in  the  lump,  in  these  words  and  figures, 
"Add  twelve  per  cent,  on  $100,000,  for  increased  cost  of  printing, 
$12,000;"  whereas  the  whole  amount  of  sheet-stock,  or  printed 
matter,  for  that  year,  as  per  inventory,  was  only  $80,063  24. 
This  arbitrary  addition  was  not,  however,  carried  into  the  ledger, 
MS  in  the  succeeding  years. 

In  1857  the  prices  or  valuation  of  sheet-stock  was  largely  in- 
creased in  detail  in  the  inventory,  notwithstanding  which  "  twelve 
per  cent,  on  $100,000,  for  increased  cost  of  printing,"  is  again 
added  ;  whereas  the  actual  amount  of  sheet-stock,  as  shown  by  the 
inventory,  was  only  $86,923  56. 

The  same  amount,  $12,000,  is  added  to  each  of  the  inventories 
for  1858  and  1859,  "  for  increased  cost  of  printing ;  "  whei-eas  the 
actual  amount  of  sheet-stock  in  the  inventory  of  1858  was  but 
$84,354  69,  and  the  amount  in  that  of  1859  Avas  only  870,969  79. 
Thus,  in  these  three  years,  twelve  percent,  is  added  on  $57,748  96 
worth  of  sheet-stock  more  than  the  Concern  possessed,  or  than 
was  shown  by  the  inventories.  (See  transcript  from  inventories, 
marked  14.) 

Item  2.  In  the  bindery  store  account-book  of  1857  to  1862,  in- 
clusive, which  contains  a  record  of  work  turned  out  in  that  de- 
partment, the  footings  of  one  year  are  carried  into  the  footings  of 
the  succeeding  year  in  numerous  instances,  and  thus  counted 
twice.  (See  pp.  2,  28,  49,  116,  237,  276,  282,  300,  304,  332,  342, 
410,  of  bindery  store  account-book.) 

Item  3.  In  the  same  book,  although  the  work  turned  out  in 
1862  is  entered  in  detail,  aggregating  several  thousand  items,  no 
extensions  or  footings  of  the  cost,  or  price  of  the  work,  are  made 
for  six  months  of  the  year,  so  that  the  value  of  the  work  turned 
out  in  that  year  can  only  be  guessed  at.  I  refer  to  this  as  proof 
positive  of  the  most  criminal  neglect,  or  as  collateral  evidence 
of  fraud.  To  fully  appreciate  tliis,  the  book  need  only  be  seen. 
I  have  had  the  extensions  carried  out,  and  the  footings  made,  as 
far  as  it  was  possible,  and  the  showing  of  work  turned  out  for 
that  year  was  only  $40,379  07,  while  the  same  book  shows  that  in 
the  succeeding  year  (1863)  the  work  turned  out  was  $177,681  86. 
Yet  this  year's  work  (1863)  is  entered  in  the  ledger  of  the  office 
$185,421  59,  a  difterence  of  $7,733  93. 

The  inventory  of  the  Bindery  for  November  30,  1864,  is  entered 
in  the  ledger  as  $161,641  08,  and  upon  that  basis  a  profit  is  shown 
of  $18,908  39.  The  inventory  itself  (which  is  the  original  record 
from  which  the  entry  in  the  ledger  should  have  been  made)  shows 
the  amount  to  be  $138,478  19.  The  entry  in  the  ledger  is  a  false 
entry.  Had  the  correct  amount  ($138,478  19)  been  entered  in  the 
ledger,  it  would  have  shown  a  loss  in  the  bindery  account  for  that 
year  of  $4,254  50.  The  manifest  object  of  the  false  entry  in  the 
ledger  was  to  conceal  this  loss  of  $4,254  50,  and  to  force  an  ap- 
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parent  profit  of  Si 8,908  39.  (See  the  inventories  and  transcripts 
of  ledger,  marked  15.) 

Item  4.  The  bindery  store  account-book  shows  in  the  final  foot- 
ings of  the  work  turned  out  for  1865,  $117,547  55,  to  which  is  ap- 
pended the  following  note:  "Add  twenty-five  per  cent,  on 
$117,547  55  for  increased  cost  of  labor,"  etc.,  thus  arbitrarily 
increasing  the  amount  of  work  for  that  year  to  8147,909  94.  The 
stock  is  paid  for  when  purchased,  the  cost  of  labor  is  paid  every 
two  weeks,  and  both  are  included  in  the  price  charged  for  bind- 
ing. The  price  charged  for  binding  is  twenty-five  per  cent,  in 
addition  to  the  actual  cost,  so  that  a  loss  in  the  Bindery  is  impos- 
sible. The  evident  object  of  this  addition  of  $29,382  39  was  to 
force  an  apparent  profit  of  $7,024  12,  and  to  conceal  a  loss  of 
$24,358  27.     (See  bindery  store  account-book.) 

Item  5.  The  bindery  store  account-book  shows  that  the  amount 
of  work  turned  out  in  the  year  1866  was  $147,073  03.  From  this 
amount  twelve  and  one  half  per  cent.,  making  $18,384  12,  is 
deducted.  But  while  this  sum  is  deducted  from  the  amount  of 
work  turned  out  in  the  Bindery,  $12,808  36  is  added  to  the  bind- 
ery inventory  for  "increased  cost  of  material  and  labor,"  and 
$6,900  are  added  to  the  two  iuA'cntories  of  boimd  books  in  the 
store  "  for  increased  cost  of  labor  and  materials,"  making  an 
aggregate  addition  of  $19,708  36.  This  deduction  and  these  addi- 
tions are  wholly  arbitrary,  and  must  have  been  made  to  conceal 
legitimate  results. 

Item  6.  In  the  bindeiy  store  account-book,  before  the  final  foot- 
ings for  the  year  1868  were  made  up,  the  following  item  was 
appended  :  "Binding,  December  1,  1867,  $13,540  52."  With  this 
addition,  the  showing  of  work  turned  out  in  1868  is  $90,961  78. 
By  referring  to  the  account  of  work  turned  out  in  1867,  it  appears 
that  the  $13,540  52  was  actually  included  in  the  work  for  that 
year  ;  thus  it  was  counted  twice.  (See  bindery  store  account-book.) 

Statement  13.  That  after  Hoft'man's  removal  no  record  or 
invoice  or  receipt-book  for  the  Bindery  was  found  to  show  that 
goods  purcliased  were  i-eceived.  I  cite  this  as  presumptive  evi- 
dence of  fraud. 

I  give  as  proof  Hoffman's  own  admission  to  the  Sub-Committee 
of  which  Rev.  J.  Pike  was  chairman.  (See  testimony  taken  before 
Sub-Committee,  page  5.)  The  amount  of  merchandise  purchased 
for  the  Bindery  from  1863  to  1869,  inclusive,  averaged  about 
$78,000  yearly.  (See  transcript  of  bindery  account  marked  16.) 
To  properly  keep  the  bindery  account  without  an  invoice-book 
was  impossible.  There  is  evidence  that  Hoffman  was  seen  to 
destroy  an  account-book  and  vouchers  a  few  days  before  he  left 
the  house.     (Witness  will  appear  in  person.) 

Statement  14.  That  the  exhibits  of  the  assets  furnished  by  the 
Agents  to  the  Annual  Conferences,  as  compared  with  the  capital 
stock  account  in  the  ledger,  are  false. 

I  furnish  as  proof  a  tabular  comparison  of  the  exhibits  made  to  the 
Annual  Conferences,  with  the  ledger  entries  during  several  years. 
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According  to  the  printed  exhibits,  January  1,  1862,  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Concern  was  $519,738  61.  According  to  the  ledger 
of  that  date  the  capital  was  $595,815  49,  a  difference  of  $76,076  88. 

According  to  the  printed  exhibit  of  January  1,  1863,  the  capital 
stock  was  $552,1 19  55.  According  to  the  ledger  it  was  $55 1,998  55, 
a  difference  of  $121. 

According  to  the  printed  exhibit  of  December,  1864,  the  capital 
stock  was  $604,909  20.  According  to  the  ledger  it  was  $631,063  96, 
a  difference  of  $26,154  76. 

Similar  differences  in  other  years  might  be  cited.  (See  exhibits 
and  copy  of  capital  stock  account  marked  17.) 

Statement  15.  That  the  amount  of  profits  reported  in  the  ex- 
hibits to  the  Annual  Conferences  as  added  to  the  capital  stock  of 
the  Concern  is  untrue. 

I  furnish  as  proof  a  tabular  comparison  of  amounts  reported  to 
the  Annual  Conferences,  and  the  amounts  found  on  ledger  entries. 

According  to  the  printed  exhibit  of  December  1,  1864,  the 
amount  added  to  the  capital  stock  was  $19,323  03.  According  to 
the  ledger,  the  amount  added  to  the  capital  stock  for  1864  was 
$32,565  44;  a  difference  of  $13,242  41. 

According  to  the  printed  exhibit  of  December  1,  1866,  the 
amount  added  to  capital  stock  was  $2,827  87.  The  ledger  shows 
that  not  only  this  amount  was  not  carried  to  capital  stock,  but  that 
there  was  an  actual  loss  in  the  business  of  the  year  of  $708  86,  and 
that  at  the  same  time  the  assets  were  reduced  $54,372  11  for  cor- 
rection of  errors.  No  explanation  appears  in  the  books  as  to  what 
these  errors  were. 

According  to  the  printed  exhibit  of  November  1, 1867,  $35,212  28 
was  added  to  capital  stock.  According  to  the  ledger,  $58,889  48 
was  added,  showing  a  difference  of  $23,677  20.  But  this  year  the 
$54,372  11,  which  had  been  charged  off  as  a  loss  in  1866,  was 
brought  forward  and  entered  as  a  profit  in  1867,  and  of  course  in- 
cluded in  the  amount  carried  to  capital  stock.  Other  examples 
might  be  cited.  (See  exhibits,  copy  of  capital  and  stock  account, 
and  of  profit  and  loss  account,  marked  1 8.) 

Statemext  16.  That  from  the  year  1863  to  1868  inclusive,  while 
the  Concern  had  heavy  cash  balances,  more  money  was  paid  than 
was  received  for  interest.  j\[or-eover,  there  is  an  extraordiwary 
discrepancy  Ijetween  the  average  balances  as  shown  by  the  cash- 
books  for  three  years  and  the  books  of  the  Shoe  and  Leather  Bank. 

1  give  as  proof  (1)  tables  of  the  cash  balances  as  shown  by  the 
cash-books  of  the  Concern  and  the  books  of  the  bank ;  (2)  a  table 
of  the  excess  of  interest  paid  out  over  interest  received  during  these 
years. 

AVERAGE  CASH  BALANCES,  AS  PER  CASH  BOOKS. 

1863 $17,0S8  43 

1864 20,697  00 

1865 12,219  G6 

1866 13,605  12 

1867 72,916  03 

1868 87,397  94 
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AVEKAGE  CASH  BALANCES  IN  BANK,   AS  PER  STATEMEXT  OP  A.   V.   STOUT, 
PRESIDENT   SHOE   AND   LEATHER   BANK. 

1863 $2.S,800  00 

1864 28,400  00 

1865 19,500  00 

1866 27,100  00 

1867 26,400  00 

1868 51,100  00 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  above,  the  cash  balances  in  bank  appear 
to  have  been  much  larger  than  the  balances  shown  by  the  cash- 
book.  For  1867  and  1868,  the  balances  in  bank  were  very  much 
less.  From  the  account-books,  it  appears  that,  notwithstanding 
these  large  balances,  during  these  years  the  Concern  paid  in  inter- 
est, over  and  above  interest  received,  as  follows : 

1863 $811  26 

1864 294  12 

1865 583  73 

1866 2.218  40 

1867 1,710  60 

1868 1,314  04 

$6,932  15 

Statement  17.  That  for  four  years,  from  1863  to  1866,  errors 
in  the  Depository  accounts  were  allowed  to  accumulate  to  the 
amount  of  $76,528  31,  and  were  finally  charged  off  arbitrarily  as 
a  loss. 

I  give  as  proof  a  transcript  from  Cash-book  Z,  folio  26,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1866,  as  follows: 

Boston  Depository,  profit  and  loss $45,812  05 

Buffalo  "  "  "    22,419  69 

Pittsburgh    "  "  "    8,296  57 

$76,528  31 

"Error  in  Depository  monthly  sales  during  the  years  1863,  1864,  1865,  1866. 
These  amounts  charged  to  profit  and  loss  by  order  of  Agents." 

I  append  the  following  letter  to  Messrs,  Carlton  &  Porter,  from 
the  Agent  of  the  Depository  at  Boston,  as  furnishing  a  practical 
illustration  of  the  confusion  which  marks  tiie  accounts  of  the  Con- 
cern with  the  Depositories : 

BosTOxV,  Feb.  1,  1867. 

Dear  Brethren  :  Herewith  I  send  statement  of  stock  account  for  four  years,  in 
comparison  with  your  statement  sent  to  me : 

1863,  December  31. — Merchandise   to   date,  I  allow  more,  $376  20. 

Conference  collections,  $1,011  03,  is  a  mistake.  The  cash  was  re- 
mitted for  them,  and  not  counted  at  all  in  my  charge  of  remittances 
of  Depository. 

Buffalo  Depository,  $1,500.  all  wrong;  no  such  charge  should  be  made 
to  Boston  Depository. 
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Cr. 

You  allow  me  cash  more  than  I  charge $65  20 

You  allow  me  for  books  sent  to  New  York 93  75 

Whereas  it  should  be  $609  19. 

You  do  not  credit  books  to  editors 46  79 

You  do  not  credit  cash  for  freight  on  Repository 171  60 

You  do  credit  for  freight  on  Ciucinuati  books 12  43 

1864. — Merchandise  received  you  charge  $41  more  than  I  received. 
Periodicals,  I  allow  $2,075  04  more  than  you  charge. 
Collections,  I  paid  all  separately ;  no  charge  to  be  made. 

Cr. 

I  sent  cash  more  than  allowed $255  53 

I  sent  books  more  than  allowed 268  10 

I  sent  books  to  editors  not  credited 35  50 

Freight  on  Cincinnati  books  not  credited 36  22 

1865. — You  charged  for  books  received  from  New  York  more  than  I 

received $2,688  06 

You  do  not  charge  any  periodicals.     I  acknowledge 13,805  71 

You  charge  for  collections 405  67 

I  acknowledge 909  28 

Cr. 

You  credit  me  cash  more  than  I  sent $576  59 

(This  grows  out  of  collections,  I  presume.) 
You  credit  books  sent  to  New  York  $178  98  less  than  I  sent. 

You  did  not  credit  books  to  editors 45  58 

1866. — You  charge  me  books  sent  $4,250  more  than  I  received;  which 

is  what  I  credit  for  Repository  from  Cincinnati,  which  you  do  not 

charge. 
Then  you  charge  me  Poe  &  Hitchcock's  account,  which  is  the  same 

thing  over  again. 

Collections  at  Conference  should  be 1,331  00 

Instead  of 1,965  19 

Cr. 
You  credit  me  cash  $976  70  more  than  I  sent  on  Depository  account. 
I  sent  books  $26  88  more  than  credited. 
Freight  on  Cincinnati  books  not  credited $40  71 

Statement  18.  That  a  false  entiy  appears  on  the  books  of  the 
Concern,  charging  the  banking-house  of  Brown  Brothers  &  Co., 
of  this  city,  with  $20,900,  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 

Brown  Brothers  &  Co.  to  Carlton  &  Porter: 

December  9,  1861,  to  cash $15,400 

July  31,  1862,  to  cash 3,000 

October  21, 1862,  to  cash 2,500 


$20,900 

December  31,  1862,  by  cash $292  14 

January  1,  1863,  by  profit  and  loss 20,607  86—20,900 

I  give,  as  a  proof  that  this  is  a  false  entry,  (1)  the  admission  of  Dr. 
Carlton  that  this  money  was  loaned  to  the  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  which  was  the  real  debtor; 
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when  the  money  was  paid  to  Brown  Brothers  &  Co.,  they  had 
given  an  equivalent  in  letters  of  credit  issued  by  them  for  the  use 
of  the  Southern  Missionary  Society.  I  give  as  proof  (2)  the  report 
of  the  Book  Concern  made  to  you  at  yonr  present  session,  which 
says,  on  page  3,  in  the  account  of  earnings,  "  Also  the  amount 
realized  as  above  from  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  for  moneys  paid  during  the  late  civil 
war  on  drafts  drawn  on  letters  of  credit,  which  had  been  indorsed 
by  the  Agents  in  1860  for  the  support  of  their  mission  in  China, 
charged  to  profit  and  loss,  $35,215  02."  This  is  another  confession 
who  the  real  del)tor  was,  and  that  the  above  entry  is  false.  I 
give  as  proof  (3)  of  the  misleading  character  of  this  entry,  that  the 
name  of  the  real  debtor  does  not  appear  anywhere  on  the  books  of 
the  house.  The  loss  was  put  upon  parties  who  did  not  owe  the 
Concern  a  single  dollar.  I  add  also  (4)  the  fact  that  notes  had 
been  given  for  said  indebtedness  by  the  real  debtor,  the  Southern 
Missionary  Society,  but  such  notes  were  not  entered  upon  the 
books,  nor  did  it  appear  therefrom  that  any  notes  had  been  given 
on  account  of  such  indebtedness;  and  that  $1,300  had  been  paid 
on  one  of  said  notes,  but  no  entry  of  such  payment  was  made  ou 
the  books,  nor  was  the  money  so  collected  accounted  for  on  the 
books  of  the  Concern. 

The  fact  that  this  loan  had  been  made,  and  that  it  had  been 
charged  otf  as  a  loss,  was  never  revealed  by  Carlton  &  Porter  to 
the  Book  Committees  nor  to  the  General  Conference,  though  two 
sessions  of  the  latter  body  had  been  held  after  January  1,  1863, 
the  date  of  the  entry.  The  first  information  of  it  given  to  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  Church  was  by  myself  to  the  present 
Book  Committee. 

Statement  19.  That  while  the  sales  at  New  York  have  been 
steadily  on  the  increase,  with  one  exception,  the  profits,  as  report  ed 
in  the  exhibits  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  have  been  steadily  and 
strangely  decreasing,  although  there  have  been  no  changes  in  the 
price  of  our  publications.     (See  paper  marked  19.) 

Statement  20.  That  the  periodical  account,  upon  examination, 

will  be  found  to  have  been  kept  in  such  a  manner  as  to  create  a 

wrong  impression  of  the  condition  of  the  business,  and  in  such  a 

way  that  almost  any  interpretation  can  be  placed  upon  it. 

The  account  shows  the  following  gains  in  the  years  as  specified : 

In  1861 $85,973  56 

"  1862 80,959  10 

"  1863 29,522  44 

"  1865 31,527  03 

"  1866 17,933  84 

"  1867 55,025  04 

and  losses  in  years  as  follows  : 

In  1864 $6,584  82 

"  1868 12,037  38 
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The  subscription  list  and  the  advertising  business  of  the  periodi- 
cals during  these  years  show  a  marked  uniformity.  No  good  rea- 
son can  be  given  for  such  variations.  If  the  book-keeping  were  cor- 
rect and  honest  they  would  not  appear.     (See  paper  marked  20.) 


CORROBORATIYE    TESTIMONY    OF   THE    TwO    EXAMINERS, 

I  find  myself  in  the  above  statements  largely  corroborated  by 
Mr.  J.  P.  Kilbreth,  the  examiner  appointed  in  June,  1871,  by  the 
Book  Committee ;  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Gunn,  the  accountant  selected  by 
Dr.  Carlton,  without  my  suggestion  or  interposition.  Mr.  Kil- 
breth \\as  the  choice  of  the  Book  Committee  solely,  Mr.  Gunn  of 
Dr.  Carlton  solely.  These  gentlemen  have  pursued  their  investi- 
gations independently  of  each  other.  The  former  has  devoted 
himself  lo  the  irregularities  and  mismanagement  of  the  Printing 
Department  and  the  Bindery,  the  latter  to  the  books  of  account. 
Both  are  of  high  professional  standing.  Mr.  Kilbreth,  while  show- 
ing, in  my  judgment,  a  bias  which  makes  him  almost  an  apologist 
for  the  parties  involved,  says  : 

Mr.  Goodenough  very  naturally  favored  him,  (P..)  and  from  a  desire  to  please 
his  father.  His  father,  from  very  natural  impulses,  felt  a  desire  to  bestow  upon 
his  soil,  but  in  an  unjustifiable  way,  the  business  benefits  of  his  position.  J.  F. 
Porter  himself  was  sufiRciently  acute  to  take  in  all  the  features  of  the  case  at  a 
glance,  and  make  haste  to  improve  his  opportunities.  None  will  deny  that  he 
did  this  eftectuallJ^ 

None  can  deny  that  the  peculiar  connection  of  Mr.  Porter  with  the  paper  pur-" 
chases  of  the  Book  Concern  gave  rise  to  damaging  suspicions  and  dangerous  in- 
fluences.    It  was  a  wrong  to  put  and  keep  him  in  the  place  he  occupied. 

He  further  says  : 

In  the  Bindery  a  bad  administration  prevailed  under  Mr.  Hoffman,  especially  in 
the  last  several  years  of  his  superintendenc}' ;  and  altliough  it  has  been  in  this 
case,  as  it  almost  always  is  in  such  cases,  difficult  to  establish  frauds  by  direct 
or  legal  proofs,  yet  they  undoubtedly  existed,  and  the  Concern  suffered  thereby. 
The  actual  losses  suffered  b}'  the  Concern,  in  the  only  department  where  frauds 
are  found,  the  Binder}^  do  not,  according  to  my  best  judgment,  exceed  the  ex- 
penses already  incurred  in  investigating  them. 

If  Mr.  Kilbreth  means  by  an  amount  equal  to  the  expenses  of 
this  investigation,  all  the  cost  of  the  many  sessions  of  the  Book 
Committee  held  since  my  first  disclosures,  and  the  cost  of  exam- 
inations by  experts,  he  will  have  to  put  the  losses  at  a  very  high 
figure,  but  a  much  lower  one  than  my  facts  demonstrate.  Had 
he  been  engaged  for  more  than  three  years,  as  I  have  been,  in  this 
search,  his  conclusions  would  have  corresponded  more  nearly  with 
my  own.     As  it  is,  his  testimony  is  valuable. 

I  now  cite  fi-om  the  report  of  Mr.  Gunn,  to  which  I  have  had 
access,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  minority  of  the  Book  Com- 
mittee. 

As  to  the  application  of  the  system  of  book-keeping  practiced 
by  the  Concern,  Mr,  Gunn  says  he  finds, 
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That  the  methods  of  application  are  not  such  as  are  approved  by  experience, 
and  in  accordance  with  universal  usage.  The  subsidiary  books,  upon  which  should 
be  found  the  original  record  of  facts  and  details  pertaining  to  the  transactions 
whicli  appear  in  si<eleton  upon  the  ledger,  are  unusual  in  form,  incorrect,  and  not 
adapted  to  tlie  purposes  for  which  they  are  intended.  The  vouchers  are  not  so 
arranged  as  to  be  readily  accessible,  and  there  is  no  proper  cash  account  upon  the 
ledger — that  is,  none  from  which  can  be  ascertained  the  amount  of  cash  received 
and  ihe  amount  disbursed  within  any  given  period. 

The  record  of  details  is  obscure  and  meager.  The  subsidiary  books  afford,  in 
most  cases,  very  little,  and  in  many  no  information  whatever  concerning  the  origin 
and  incidental  history  of  important  accounts  and  entries,  so  that  it  is  simply  im- 
possible to  understand  such  accounts  and  entries  without  protracted  and  elabo- 
rate investigation,  which  frequently  would  need  to  be  supplemented  by  informa- 
tion from  one  personally  familiar  with  such  details. 

It  is  certainly  true  that,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  both  the  book-keeper  and  his 
assistant,  it  would  not  be  possible  for  one  not  otherwise  advised  to  gather  from 
the  books  such  knowledge  of  the  accounts  before  him  as  would  render  him  com- 
petent to  make  a  reliable  statement  of  the  real  condition  of  the  Concern — not  be- 
cause of  peculiarities  of  the  business,  but  only  because  he  would  find  no  record 
of  facts  which  would  elucidate  the  entries  upon  the  ledger. 

Frequent  alterations  and  changes  have  rendered  the  books  untrustworthy  and 
unintelligible,  because  there  is  no  explanation  of  such  alterations. 

The  correctness  of  the  books  has  been  tested  by  trial-balance  only  once  a 
year.  Error  then  disclosed  has  been  allowed  to  remain  without  discovery,  and, 
consequently,  the  books  have  not  proved  in  nearly  twenty  years. 

There  is  a  singular  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  manner  of  keeping  some  of  the 
accounts,  changes  being  made  so  frequently,  and  without  explanation  or  notice 
upon  the  books,  that  the  account  is  rendered  unintelligible. 

Many  entries  are  made  in  phraseology  not  known  to  double  entry,  which  either 
obscures  or  fails  to  make  apparent  the  transaction  recorded. 

^  Accounts  have  been  closed  to  profit  and  loss  without  proper  adjustment,  and 
without  intelligible  explanation. 

As  to  the  allegation  of  fraud,  Mr.  Gunn  reports  that  such  is  the 
extent  of  the  business,  and  of  the  period  to  be  examined. 

That  it  is  simply  impossible  to  reach  an  absolute  conclusion  in  regard  to  this 
allegation  without  patient  and  careful  scrutinj-,  not  only  of  these  accounts,  but 
also  of  the  original  records,  vouchers,  etc.  Such  an  examination  cannot,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  defective  and  anomalous  character  of  the  books,  (as  above  indi- 
cated,) be  made  either  rapidly  or  in  the  use  of  the  customary  methods,  and  there- 
fore I  have  not  yet  had  opportunity  to  give  attention  to  either  the  alleged  fraudu- 
lent purchase  of  materials  for  the  Bindery  and  Printing  Office,  or  the  alleged 
diversion  of  the  property  of  the  Concern  to  private  uses. 

While,  however,  I  may  not,  at  this  stage  of  the  investigation,  speak  decisively 
as  to  the  cliarge  of  fraud  in  the  administration  of  the  afl"airs  of  tiie  Concern,  truth 
constrains  me  to  say  that  there  are  indisputable  facts,  both  circumstantial  and 
positive,  which  must  convince  any  impartial  mind  that  there  have  been,  in  some 
of  the  departments  of  the  Concern,  grave  irregularities,  affording  unusual  oppor- 
tunities for  fraud,  the  significance  of  which  can  be  determined  only  when  the  in- 
vestigation is  complete. 

For  saying  what  these  two  gentlemen  have  said  I  have  been 
twice  suspended,  once  removed  from  office,  and  my  conduct  and 
character  held  up  to  reproach.  I  have  simply  endeavored  to  dis- 
cliarge  my  duty  :  you,  Fathers  and  Brethren,  will  discharge  yours 
in  my  complete  vindication. 

A  paper,  called  "A  Supplement  to  the  Christian  Advocate," 
was  issued  March  IV,  1870,  in  which  my  facts  were  attempted  to 
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be  traversed.  I  estimate  that  one  hundred  thousand  copies  of  it 
were  circulated  through  the  Church.  I  had  designed  to  give  it 
some  consideration  in  this  report,  but  its  conclusions  have  been  so 
entirely  confuted  by  the  reports  of  the  two  examiners  above  cited 
that  I  deem  it  unworthy  of  further  attention.  When  my  results 
have  been  essentially  confirmed  by  experts  not  of  my  own  choos- 
ing, I  need  not  tarry  to  dispose  of  the  special  pleading  of  a  par- 
tisan. 

I  respectfully  ask  that  this  subject  be  referred  to  a  Special  Com- 
mitter. The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  is  bur- 
dened with  many  matters  ;  a  Special  Committee  can  give  this 
undivided  attention.  The  questions  raised  are  in  fit  shape  for 
speedy  solution.  The  Church  asks  that  by  a  speedy  solution  they 
may  be  set  forever  at  rest.  John  Lanahan. 


46, — Journal,  page  293. 

RESPONSE  OF  THE  AGENT  TO  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  ASSIST- 
ANT AGENT. 

To  THE  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal- 
Church,  NOW  assembled  in  the  City  of  Brooklyn,  New- 
York. 
Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  Twenty  years  has  the  under- 
signed served  the  Church,  by  your  suffrages,  in  the  responsible 
position  of  Book  Agent.  Five  times  the  General  Conference  has 
elected  him  to  this  position,  thus  expressing  its  confidence  in  his 
ability  and  integrity  in  this  high  office.  For  all  this  he  is  pro- 
foundly grateful.  But  the  days  of  undisturbed  confidence,  of 
peace  and  prosperity,  have  passed.  A  document,  presented  and 
read  befoi'e  this  body  a  few  days  sincCj  from  the  Assistant  Agent, 
Rev.  John  Lanahan,  D.D.,  elected  to  such  place  four  years  ago, 
being  so  personal  and  injurious  to  the  reputation  of  the  under- 
signed, he  is  compelled  to  make  a  personal  defense.  This  neces- 
sity deeply  humiliates  him,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  is  proudly 
sustained  by  the  consciousness  of  his  integrity,  and  by  an  abun- 
dance of  incontrovertible  facts. 

The  document  entitled  "  Report  of  J.  Lanahan,  Assistant  Book 
Agent  at  New  York,  to  the  General  Conference,  May  1,  1872,"  is 
a  printed  pamphlet  of  thirty-five  pages.  You  all  have  a  copy,  or 
may  have  one,  and  thus  will  be  able  to  verify  our  analysis  and  reply, 
which  shall  be  as  brief  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  permit. 

In  order  to  facilitate  this  inquiry,  and  make  our  reply  perfectly 
intelligible,  and  our  justification  complete,  we  will  follow  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  pamphlet  reviewed. 
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The   Printing  Department. 

The  effort  in  this  part  of  the  report  (from  the  first  to  the  sixth 
page,  and  also  "  Statement  5 "  on  page  20)  is  to  convict  S.  J. 
Goodenough  of  collusion  with  J.  F.  Porter  to  defraud  the 
Book  Concern  in  the  purchase  of  paper.  The  case  is  presented 
in  the  pamphlet  with  all  the  zest  of  novelty,  notwithstanding 
it  had  heen  iterated  and  reiterated  by  the  complainant,  and 
examined  and  reexamined  by  your  legally-constituted  Com- 
mittee and  by  experts  and  accountants  over  and  over  again, 
and  by  them  pronounced  destitute  of  a  single  particle  of  evi- 
dence to  sustain  it;  and  now  what  at  first  was  a  groundless 
suspicion  has  grown  into  a  wicked  slander  of  an  honest  and  true 
man,  and  one,  too,  who  gave  thirty-five  years  of  faithful  service 
— all  the  energy  of  his  young  manhood — to  the  Book  Concern 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  No  one  is  better  acquainted 
with  the  thorough  refutation  of  this  accusation  against  Mr.  Good- 
enough  than  Dr.  Lanahan.  For  the  disposal  of  all  these  charges 
against  Mr.  Goodenough  we  refer  you  to  the  report  of  your 
Book  Committee  and  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Kilbreth,  both  of 
which  are  in  the  possession  of  this  Conference.  (See  Book 
Committee's  Report,  pp.  50-51.)  It  is  implied,  in  the  rehearsal 
of  these  charges,  that  the  undersigned  was  guilty,  as  the  head  of 
the  house,  in  permitting  such  transactions.  He  never  permitted 
them,  because  of  the  simple  fact  that  they  never  existed,  except 
in  the  feverish  dreams  of  the  Assistant  Agent.  The  writer  was 
'aware  of  the  purchase  of  paper  through  Mr.  Porter  as  broker,  and 
he  was  aware  of  the  liability  of  suspicion  on  the  part  of  suspi- 
cious persons  and  busiaess  rivals.  He  consulted  with  Mr.  Good- 
enough,  the  superintendent  of  the  department,  in  regard  to  it, 
and  was  assured  by  him  that  he  purchased  through  Mr.  Porter 
because  he  thus  obtained  paper  cheaper  than  he  could  in  any 
other  way.  He  believed  him,  and  the  books  show  his  statement 
to  be  true ;  and  the  increased  cost  of  the  paper  since,  purchased 
by  Dr.  Lanahan,  also  shows  it.  Thus  we  dismiss  this  portion  of 
the  report  of  the  Assistant  Agent. 

The  Bindery. 

This  is  the  second  division,  occupying  from  the  sixth  to  the 
eighth  page  of  the  pamphlet.  What  we  have  said  of  the  novelty  (?) 
of  the  matter  of  the  Printing  Department  is  equally  true  of  this. 
At  first  the  charges  made  against  this  department  were  few  in 
number,  but  they  have  been  multiplied  by  repetition  until  some 
persons  suppose  they  are  legion. 

In  reply  to  the  charge  of  the  non-use  of  black  velvet, 
we  answer,  that  although  some  of  the  workmen  may  have  said 
they  had  "  seen  no  books  issued  from  our  Bindery  "  so  bound,  cop- 
ies were  afterward  produced  that  were  so  bound — some  of  which, 
we  doubt  not,  Dr.  Lanahan  has  seen ;  at  least  the  salesmen  have 
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distinct  recollection  of  some  books  being  thus  bound.  Of  this 
matter  Mr.  Kilbreth  says  (p.  59  of  Book  Committee's  report) :  "I 
consider  the  testimony  favor.ible  to  Mr.  Hoifman.  Certainly 
nothinjT  is  proven,  and  the  explanations  are  of  an  exculpatory 
character." 

The  allegations  concerning  gold  sweepings,  the  leather  clippings, 
the  sheep-skins,  the  morocco  in  the  junk  shop,  and  HolFinau's 
wages  book,  all  and  each  have  been  examined  by  your  Committee 
and  accountant  and  decided  upon,  and  all  the  force  given  them  that 
they  could  bear.  The  conclusions  are  before  you  in  their  repoits, 
to  which  we  refer. 

Dr.  Lanahan  charges  the  Agent  with  unwillingness  to  examine 
into  his  (Dr.  L.'s)  statements  against  Hoffman,  and  a  determination 
not  to  dismiss  said  Hoffman.  So  far  from  this  being  the  case,  the 
Ao"ent  expressly  said  to  Dr.  L.  that  he  would  render  him  whatever 
assistance  he  could  in  ferreting  out  any  abuses,  and  join  with  him 
in  punishing  their  perpetrators.  As  the  alleged  abases  were  in 
the  manufacturing  department,  which  by  long  usage  had  been 
placed  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  Assistant  Agent,  it 
seemed  proper  that  the  latter  should  have  the  special  dii-ection  of 
such  investigation. 

Tkansactions  of  the  Book  Committee. 

This  is  the  third  general  division  of  Dr.  Lanahan's  report,  and 
extends  from  page  8  to  page  17.  It  would  be  a  work  of  superero- 
gation in  me  to  attempt  any  defense  or  explanation  in  behalf  of 
the  Book  Committee.  They  have  spoken  for  themselves  in  the 
official  report  already  made  to  you.  But  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say,  that  during  my  official  terra  we  have  never  had  a  more  labo- 
rious and  painstaking  Book  Committee  than  the  present ;  and  in 
my  judgment  there  has  never  been  a  report  from  such  Committee 
presented  to  the  General  Conference  more  thorough,  more  able, 
more  independent,  or  of  more  importance  to  the  Church,  than  the 
present  quadrennial  Report.  There  are,  however,  a  few  points  in 
this  department  of  Dr.  Lanahan's  Report  which  may  need  a 
passing  remark  from  me. 

1.  The  mandamus  case.  Dr.  Lanahan  affirms  repeatedly 
the  refusal  of  the  undersigned  to  permit  him  to  examine  the  books 
and  accounts  as  the  cause  of  his  appeal  to  the  courts.  Tliis  is  in- 
correct. I  never  refused  ])im  permission  to  examine,  in  their 
ivroper place ^  any  or  all  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  house;  I 
only  required  that  the  books  should  not  be  taken  from  the  office 
where  they  were  in  use.  The  Court,  after  a  full  hearing  of  the 
case,  in  a  decision  denying  the  writ  oi  mandamus^  said: 

"  The  relator,  in  my  opinion,  has  failed  to  show  such  a  refusal  on 
the  part  of  the  respondent  to  permit  him  to  examine  the  books 
and  papers  mentioned  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  writ.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  relator's  difficulty  has  been,  that  he  claimeel  the 
right  to  have  private  control  of  them,  to  remove  them  from  their 
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accnstomcd  places,  and  that  this  claim  has  been  properly  resisted 
by  the  respondent  for  reasons  which  will  be  stated  hereafter. 
If  the  relator  hns  a  right  to  the  examination  sought,  it  must  be 
made  in  the  building  niid  places  where  the  books  and  papers  are 
ordinarily  kept,  and  not  elsewhere ;  and  such  examination  should 
be  had  under  checks  and  safeguards  such  as  were  provided  by  the 
Book  Committee. in  their  resolution  of  October,  ISYo.  But  wiih 
such  an  examination  the  relator  is  not  satisfied.  Such  an  exam- 
ination he  declines  to  make." 

To  this  we  add  the  opinion  of  Bishop  Janes  ;  and  this  we  do 
more  gladly  because  of  the  eulogy  passed  upon  the  Bishop  by 
Dr.  Lanahan,  and  whose  weighty  words  he  cites  (page  16)  as 
confirmatory  of  his  charges.  Bishop  Janes  says,  after  reviewing 
the  case,  "  I  cannot,  therefore,  see  the  necessity  for  this  legal  pro- 
cedure." Justified,  therefore,  in  this  particular,  by  both  the  civil 
and  ecclesiastical  authority,  all  that  the  Assistant  Agent  would 
make  out  of  this  charge  amounts  to  nothing  ;  therefore  we  make 
no  further  reply  to  it. 

2.  Historical  truth  requires  a  correction  of  the  following  state- 
ment on  page  13  of  the  pamphlet.     It  says: 

"This  elaborately  constituted  commission  [the  Committee  to  ap- 
point experts  to  examine  the  books  of  account]  accomplished  noth- 
ing. It  met  for  the  first  time  in  the  latter  part  of  February.  After 
a  session  of  about  six  days,  during  which  one  expert,  Mr.  J.  Van 
Vleck,  was  appointed  by  a  majority  of  its  members,  but  rejected 
by  my  counsel,  the  commission  adjourned  to  March  29th,  ensu- 
ing. Assembling  again,  they  selected  three  experts,  and  reported 
them  for  approval  by  Bishop  Scott.  Bishop  Scott  had  already 
taken  part  in  their  selection,  and  Judge  Reynolds  left  with  the 
commission  in  writing  an  approval,  provided  all  three  were  con- 
firmed. Mr.  Fancher,  the  counsel  for  the  prosecutors,  declined 
to  approve  of  more  than  one  of  the  three;  upon  this  the  com- 
mission adjourned  sine  die.'''' 

This  statement  is  incorrect.  The  facts  are,  that  at  the  former 
meeting  of  the  Sub-Committee  they  and  Bishop  Scott  selected 
and  unanimously  approved  J.  Van  Vleck  chief  accountant. 
Bishop  Scott  then  approved  of  the  selection  in  wiiting.  Mr. 
Fancher  also  approved  of  the  selection  in  writing,  but  Judge 
Reynolds  disapproved,  and  the  Sub-Committee  adjourned  because 
of  his  non-concurrence.  At  the  adjourned  meeting  the  Sub- 
Committee  unanimously  selected  from  the  names  before  them 
James  P.  Kilbreth  as  chief  accountant.  Bishop  Scott  was  ready 
to  approve  him,  and  so  was  Mr.  Fancher.  Two  of  the  Committee 
voted  to  nominate  two  others  as  assistant  accountants.  Judge 
Reynolds  would  not  approve  of  the  gentleman  selected  as  chief 
unless  the  two  jy^oposed  assistants  icere  also  selected  and  aj>prooed 
with  such  chief  accountant.  He  made  this  an  vidisjitnsable  con- 
dition. For  these  two  as  assistant  accountants  only  two  of  the 
Sub-Committee  had  voted.  The  condition  imposed  by  Judge 
42 
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Reynolds  (to  vote  for  the  whole  three  in  a  body)  was  very 
properly  declined  by  Mr.  Fancher. 

After  Mr.  Fancher  had  stated  his  reasons  for  not  acceding  to 
the  condition  proposed  by  Judge  Reynolds,  the  Sub-Comraittee, 
witli  llishop  Scott,  agahi  met  on  the  next  day.  They  then  again 
unaiiiinously  made  choice  of  Mr.  James  P.  Kilbreth  as  cliief  ac- 
countant. When  this  aotion  was  liad  it  was  telegraphed  by 
Bishop  Scott  to  Judge  Reynolds  and  to  Mr.  Fancher,  with  the 
question,  "Do  you  approve  or  disapprove"  of  such  selection? 
Judge  Reynolds  disapproved  unless  the  two  other  nominees 
should  be  added.  Mr.  Fancher  approved  the  selection  of  said 
Kilbreth  as  chief  accountant,  and  sent  to  the  Bishop  and  Sub- 
Committee  his  approval  in  writing.  But  because  of  the  disap- 
proval of  Jadije  Reynolds  the  iSub-Coi/anittce  again  adjourned, 
this  time  sine  die — Bishop  Scott  having  ruled  that  no  appoint- 
ment of  an  accountant  could  be  made  unless  approved  by  both 
lawyers. 

The  last  thing,  therefore,  before  this  Commission  was  the  con- 
Bent  of  Judge  Fancher  and  the  refusal  of  Judge  Reynolds.  The 
latter  would  consent  to  no  appointment  unless  a  certain  three  were 
appointed.  The  force  in  his  lavor  that  Dr.  Lanahan  would  give 
to  this  circumstance  fails  when  the  whole  truth  is  told. 

In  connection  with  this  statement,  immediately  following  it, 
we  regret  that  Dr.  Lanahan  very  unnecessarily  goes  out  of  his 
way  to  stab  the  character  of  the  chief  book-keeper  of  the  Con- 
cern, because  he  had  written  a  friendly  and  confidential  letter  to 
Bishop  Simpson.  Mr.  Grant,  in  his  own  defense,  msists  that  the 
letter  itself  be  produced  and  given  to  the  public. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  other  point  in  this  Department  that  we  need 
notice.  As  before  said,  the  able  report  of  the  Book  Committee  is 
a  complete  vindication  of  their  whole  course.  Let  Dr.  Lanahan's 
report  in  i-egard  to  their  doings  be  read  as  the  text,  and  the  Com- 
mittee's report  as  the  commentary,  and  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
in  arriving  at  the  truth. 

The  statements  and  proof  herein  given  have  been  thoroughly 
examined  by  the  Book  Committee  and  Mr.  J.  P,  Kilbreth,  and  to 
their  reports  we  cheerfully  refer.  The  only  exception  is  tlie  state- 
ment concerning  certain  private  speculations.  The  animus  of  this 
statement  is  manifest.  The  evident  design  is,  so  to  group  together 
the  names  of  Carlton,  Hoffman,  Goodenough,  and  Grant,  as  to  make 
them  odious  before  this  General  Conference,  and  by  insinuation 
charge  them  with  neglecting  their  duties  in  the  Book  Concern  for 
outside  speculations.  This  insinuation  is  as  baseless  as  it  is  base, 
and  when  a  chai-ge  is  made  against  the  undersigned  of  neglect  of 
official  duties  he  will  be  prepared  to  meet  it. 

Miscellaneous  Allegations. 

I  now  proceed  to  answer  Dr.  Lanahan's  allegations  concerning 
the  general  business  accounts  of  the  Book  Concern. 
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"Statements  14  and  15." — The  charges  are  of  discrepancy  be- 
tween the  added  capital  stock  reported  in  the  exhibits,  and  the  bal- 
ance in  the  ledger. 

Answer. 

The  discrepancies  of  two  of  the  years  named  in  his  state- 
ment require  special  reference.  First,  that  of  186(5.  The  ledger 
shows  a  loss,  after  paying  $27,444  12  for  Bishops'  salaries,  etc., 
in  the  business  of  that  year  caused  by  chai-ging  out  to  profit  and 
loss  account  a  large  amount  of  doubtful  debts  which  it  became 
apparent  might  not  be  collected,  and  which,  therefore,  ought  not 
any  longer  to  be  counted  among  the  assets  of  the  Concern.  The 
Agents  preferred  to  show  a  loss  rather  than  to  reckon  what  was 
not  certainly  good,  and  thereby  show  a  gain.  But  ''according  to 
the  printed  exhibit  of  that  year  $2,827  87  was  added  to  capital 
stock."  The  explanation  is,  that  inadvertently  an  item  of  $4,627  43 
was  included  twice  in  the  assets,  otherwise  the  exhibit  also  would 
have  shown  a  loss.  The  error  was  discovered  too  late  for  correc- 
tion in  the  exhibit,  but  a  note  was  made  in  the  balance  book  at 
the  time  of  discovery,  where  it  may  noio  be  seen.  The  addition  of 
fifteen  per  centum,  or  $19,708  36  in  the  aggregate,  was  made 
only  to  a  certain  class  of  merchandise,  and  this  addition  did  not 
bring  it  above  its  actual  value. 

Second,  as  to  the  inventory  of  1867,  the  item  of  $54,372  11, 
which  "  was  deducted  from  capital  '  for  correction  of  errors,' "  did 
not  enter  into  the  account  of  profits  that  year,  (1867,)  for  the  same 
amount  was  deducted  from  the  inventory.  The  supposed  error 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Agents  by  the  present  book-keeper, 
and  after  discussion  was  corrected  as  above.  In  1868  Dr.  Lanahan 
was  apprised  of  all  the  facts  in  this  case  by  the  present  accountant. 

I  give  as  a  further  answer  to  "Statement  14"  his  items  placed 
in  juxtaposition  with  the  figures  from  the  Books  and  Exhibits  of 
the  Concern,  which  I  will  be  pleased  to  show  to  any  member  of 
this  General  Conference,  or  of  its  Committee : 


[^Prom  Dr.  Lanahan^s  Pamphlet,  p.  26.]  [^From  Exhibits  and  Books.'] 

According  to  tlie  printed  ex-  Januaey  1, 1862. 

bibits,  Jan'y  1,  1862,  the  Exhibit $461,964  95 

capital  sloclv  of  the  Con-  Ledger 632,175  79 

cernvvas $519,738  61  A  difiference  of. .  .$170,210  84 

According  to  the  ledger  of 

thatdaie  the  capital  stock  [of  which  dififereuce  $112,437  18  was 

•was           595,81 5  49  caused  by  a  reduction  in  the  value  of 

A  difference  of $76:o'7F88  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^"^^  merchandise.] 


According  to  the  printed  ex-  January  1, 1868. 

iiibit  of  Jan'y  1,  1863,  the  Exhibit $496,968  14 

capital  stock  .was $552,119  55  Ledger 551,998  55 

According  to  the  ledger  it  A  difference  of. . .  $5M30~ii 

was 551,998  55  *     ' 

A  cUffureuce  of. $I21  GO 
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According  to  the  printed  ex-  December.  1964. 

liibit  of  December,  1864,  Exhibit $547,117  94 

tlie  capital  stock  was. .  .$604,909  20  Ledger 66.3  629  40 

According  to  the  ledger  it  ^  difference  of. .  .$116,511  46 

was 631,063  96 

A  difference  of $26,154  76         1^^'°^  T  ^f'*  n""  '^^^^^'^'^  '''  ^^lue 

^     '  of  merchandise.] 

Similar  differences  in  otlier 
years  might  be  cited.  See 
exhibits  and  copy  of  cap- 
ital stock  account  marked 
(17.) 

To  enable  the  reader  fully  to  comprehend  the  seeming  incon- 
gruities, it  will  be  necessary  to  state  that  it  has,  during  the  entire 
period  of  the  existence  of  the  Book  Concern,  both  here  and  at  the 
West,  been  the  practice  in  the  "  exhibits  "  to  the  Conferences  to 
deduct  a  certain  sum  from  the  debts  due  the  Concern  (consisting 
of  accounts  and  notes)  "  for  probable  losses."  It  is  not  the  purpose 
here  either  to  defend  or  to  condemn  this  practice,  a  practice  which 
has  the  sanction  of  tlie  successive  Book  Committees  and  of  the 
General  Conference,  and  of  preceding  Book  Agents,  some  of  whom 
have  been  elevated  to  the  Episcopal  office,  but  simply  to  state  a 
fact  which  furnishes  an  easy  solution  of  an  apparent  inconsistency. 
In  the  very  natui*e  of  the  case  the  "  exhibits,"  having  an  important 
item  discounted  so  heavily,  cannot  agree  with  the  ledger.  These 
reports  are  not  supposed  to  be  in  exact  harmony  tlierewith  for 
the  reason  stated.  Bearing  in  mind  this  important  fact,  the  dis- 
crepancies which  are  so  laboriously  brought  to  view  are  readily 
and  satisfactorily  explained.  Mr.  Kilbreth,  (see  Book  Committee's 
Report,  p.  46,)  in  reviewing  an  unfavorable  criticism  by  Dr.  Lana- 
han's  experts  of  this  identical  subject,  though  in  a  different  year, 
sustains  the  correctness  of  our  books  in  the  following  language  : 

These  gentlemen  should  really  have  seen  through  this  without  explanation,  but 
a  word  from  the  book-keeper  would  have  made  it  plain  in  a  moment.  The  differ- 
ence between  $82,279  82,  discounted  from  the  debts  due  the  Concern  in  the  Ex- 
hibit of  1867,  and  $79,481  54  in  1868,  accounts  exactly  for  the  difference  between 
$56,244  74  and  $53,446  46,  therefore  the  "foot-note  ""above  criticised  is  right. 

"  Statement  16."  The  assertion  is  made  that  a  discrepancy  exists 
between  the  average  balances  in  the  Cash-books  and  the  books  of 
the  bank.     The  explanation  is  this : 

Answee. 
The  discrepancies  between  the  cash  balances  as  per  books  of 
the  house  and  the  balances  in  bank  are  pei-fectly  legitimate,  and 
grow  out  of  the  nature  of  the  business.  All  cash  received,  for 
whatever  purpose,  goes  with  the  common  fund,  and  the  surplus, 
above  what  is  needed  for  daily  use,  is  deposited  in  the  bank  to  the 
credit  of  the  house.  Books  are  kept  with  the  Tract  and  Sunday- 
School  Societies,  and  until  recently  with  the  Missionary  Society,  in 
which  are  entered  daily  such  sums  as  belong  to  them  respectively. 
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At  the  end  of  the  month  the  aggregate  of  such  receipts  is  duly  en- 
tered and  passed  to  its  proper  place  in  the  ledger.  In  addition  to 
this,  in  the  case  of  the  Missionary  Society,  the  Treasurer  either  re- 
ceives or  gives  a  check  for  the  adjustment  of  the  monthly  balance. 

The  result  of  the  preceding  facts  will  be  to  show  a  larger  com- 
parative cash  balance  in  bank  when  the  Missionary  Society  has  a 
surplus,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  show  a  smaller  balance  in  the 
bank  when  the  Missionary  Society  is  a  borrower.  During  the  first 
four  years  of  the  period  quoted'  by  Dr.  Lanahan  the  Missionary 
Society  showed  a  large  surplus  for  most  of  the  time,  but  was  a 
borrower  during  a  part  of  the  next  two  years.  An  examination 
of  the  particular  records  in  each  case  will  furnish  the  most 
satisfactory  explanation. 

As  to  the  allegation  concerning  interest  the  answer  is  easy.  (1.)  A 
respectable  balance  in  bank  must  always  be  kept  as  an  equivalent 
for  benefits  received  in  the  way  of  collections  and  discounts.  This 
balance  earns  no  interest.  (2.)  We  had  not  recovered  from  the 
depletion  of  the  Concern  caused  by  paying  the  large  amount 
awarded  the  Church  South  in  its  suit  against  us,  and  were  owing 
for  some  money  borrowed  on  that  account.  (3.)  During  the  war 
we  were  compelled  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  to  enable 
us  to  conduct  the  business. 

I  now  present  a  statement  showing  the  indebtedness  of  the  Con- 
cern on  notes  for  the  six  years  named  by  Dr.  Lanahan : 

1863  the  Concern  owed  on  notes $16,999  79 

1864  "  "         81,748  57 

1865  '=  "    89,40119 

1866  "  "    82,273  44 

1867  "  "    34,945  00 

1868  "  '•    12,843  00 

Average  for  six  years 53,035  16 

Interest  for  six  years 22,274  76 

The  management  which  kept  the  excess  of  interest  down  to 
$6,375  31,  being  only  a  fraction  over  two  per  cent,  per  annum, 
(instead  of  $6,932  15,  as  Dr.  Lanahan  erroneously  quotes,)  is 
cheerfully  submitted  to  the  attention  of  any  persons  interested. 

"Statement  17"  charges  errors  in  the  depository  accounts  to 
the  amount  of  $76,528  31.     The  explanation  is  this  : 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  1862,  as  a  result  of  the  examina- 
tion made  by  the  Book  Committee  and  Mr.  Van  Vleck,  it  was 
determined  to  change  the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts  with  the 
Depositories,  and  instead  of  charging  the  books,  as  formerly,  we 
opened  a  "consignment"  account,  requiring  them  to  report  their 
monthly  sales,  which  sales  were  charged  to  them.  The  several 
Depositories  purchased  the  works  of  uther  publishers,  and  paid  for 
them  in  our  books.  In  the  monthly  reports  these  books  so  dis- 
posed of  were  included  in  the  "sales"  and  charged  to  the  Depos- 
itories, as  also  were  the  books  which  they  received  in  exchange, 
when  sold,  thereby  making  the  report  of  sales  in  all  such  transac- 
tions double  what  it  should  have  been. 
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At  the  close  of  the  financial  year  1866  it  was  found  that  the 
Bums  thus  inaccurately  tliarged  to  the  DepositoriL'S,  from  their  own 
reports,  amounted  to  the  sum  quoted  by  Dr.  Lanaiian,  (see  page 
28,)  and  to  make  the  correction  it  was  charged  to  profit  and  loss,  the 
only  proper  method  of  procedure  in  such  a  case. 

Dr.  Lanahan  next  makes  the  following 

Allegation. 

"  I  append  the  following  letter  to  Messrs.  Carlton  &  Porter,  from 
the  Agent  of  the  Depository  at  Boston,  as  furnishing  a  practical 
illustration  of  the  confusion  Avhich  marks  the  accounts  of  the  Con- 
cern with  the  Depositories :  " 

[The  improper  publication  of  this  letter  by  Dr.  Lanahan  ren- 
ders it  necessary  to  insert  (as  is  done  in  bi-ackets)  the  explan- 
atory notes  furnished  by  Rev.  E.  Grant,  chief  book-keeper  of  the 
Book  Concern.  For  convenience  of  reference  figures  have  been 
inserted,  as  below.] 

BoSTONi  February  1,  1867. 
Dear  Brethren  :  Herewith  I  send  statement  of  Stock  Account  for  four  j'ears, 
in  comparison  with  your  statement  sent  to  me. 

1863. 

December  31 — Merchandise  to  date,  I  allow  more,  $376  29.  (1) 

Conference  collections  $1,011  03  is  a  mistake.  The  cash  was  remitted  for  them, 
and  not  counted  at  all  in  my  charge  of  remittances  of  Depository.  (2) 

Buffalo  Depository,  $1,500,  aU  wrong;  no  such  charge  should  be  made  to 
Boston  Depository.  (H) 

You  allow  me  cash  more  than  I  charge $65  20     (4) 

You  allow  for  books  sent  to  New  York 93  75 "] 

Whereas  it  should  be  $609  19.  [.{5) 

You  do  not  credit  books  to  editors 46  79 


79J 

You  do  not  credit  cash  for  freight  on  "  Repository  " 171  60  (  .„v 

You  do  not  credit  for  freight  on  Cincinnati  books 12  43  \  ^' 


[  (1)  This  simply  shows  that  the  entry  clerk  omitted  to  charge 
the  amount.    For  this  omission  the  book-keeper  was  not  responsible. 

(2)  We  debit  the  collections  and  credit  the  cash,  hence  there  can 
be  no  "mistake"  here. 

(3)  "Bufl:alo  Depository  $1,500,"  is  not  "all  wrong."  In- 
advertently, you  had  been  credited  that  amount  from  Bufialo.  The 
debit  entry  was  simply  to  rectify  the  mistake. 

(4)  No  doubt  to  offset  a  debit  which  you  do  not  take  cog- 
nizance of. 

(5)  In  such  cases  the  book-keeper  credits  from  original  invoices. 
These  not  being  furnished,  the  credits  would  not  be  made. 

(6)  We  do  credit  exactly  your  figures,  $184  03.] 

1864. 

Merchandise  received  you  charge  $41  more  than  I  received.  Periodicals,  I 
allow  $2,075  04  more  than  you  charge.  (1) 
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Collections,  I  paid  all  separately :  no  charge  to  be  made.  \  /gx 

I  sent  cash  more  than  allowed $255  53  ) 

I  sent  books  more  than  allowed 268  10  |  ,^^ 

I  sent  books  to  editors  not  credited 35  50  J  '■ 

Freight  on  Cincinnati  books  not  credited 36  22     (4) 

[(1)  Periodicals  charged,  $8,587  96,  and  $2,075  04  carried  into 
account  for  1865,  exactly  harmonizing  with  your  figures. 

(2)  Our  books  show  the  collections  charged  and  cash  credited. 

(3)  In  the  absence  of  invoices  the  book-keeper  could  not  know 
of  the  credit  due  you. 

(4)  Our  books  show  freight  credited  exactly  as  you  have  it, 
$36  22.] 

1865. 

You  cljarged  for  books  received   from   New  Tork  more    than  I 

received $2,688  06     (1) 

Ton  do  not  charge  any  periodicals.     I  acknowledge 13,805  71     (2) 

You  cliarge  for  collections 405  67  ~j 

I  acknowledge 909  28  W3) 

You  credit  me  cash  more  than  I  sent 576  59  J 

(This  grows  out  of  collections.  I  presume.) 
You  credit  books  sent  to  New  York  $1 78  98  less  than  I  sent.  )  ,^. 

You  do  not  credit  books  to  editors 45  58  J  *-  ' 

[  (1)  Not  so.  You  acknowledge  $38,724  49 ;  we  charge 
$35,513  37;   difference,  $3,211  12. 

(2)  Another  mistake  of  the  Boston  Depository.  We  charge 
Periodicals,  $13,854  84;  you  "acknowledge"  813,805  71. 

(3)  Collections  charged  and  cash  credited.  But  in  this  case 
there  was  an  overlapping  of  a  part  of  another  year. 

(4)  Not  credited  for  lack  of  invoices.] 

1866. 

Yon  charge  me  books  sent  $4,250  more  than  I  received ;  which  is  what  I  credit 
for  "  Repository  "  from  Cincinnati,  which  you  do  not  charge.  (1) 

Then  you  charge  me  Poe  &  Hitchcock's  account,  which  is  the  same  thing  over 
again.  (2) 

Collections  at  Conference  should  be $1 ,331  00 "l 

Instead  of 1,965  19  L^. 

You    credit   me  cash  $976  70  more    than  I  sent  on  Depository  |  *■  ' 

account.  J 

I  sent  books  $26  88  more  than  credited.  (4) 
Freight  on  Cincinnati  books  not  credited 40  71     (5) 

[(1)  You  mistake  on  "books."  Oiir  debit  is  $49,492  69, 
exactly  what  you  acknowledge  in  anmaal  report.  The  $4,250  we 
debit  you  for  Repository,  which  is  correct  according  t<>  report  of 
Boston  Depository  on  lile  in  our  office. 

(2)  ''Tis  not  "the  same  thing  over  again,"  but  the  Repository 
account  from  January  to  July,  the  former  being  from  July  to 
December.     It  is  riffht  as  we  have  it. 
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(3)  Boston  Depository  mistaken  again,  according  to  your  own 
bI  I  owing. 

(4)  Not  credited  for  lack  of  invoice. 

(5)  Our  books  show  freight  duly  and  tnily  credited,] 

My  fifcures  I  believe  to  be  correct.  I  have  gone  over  the  originals,  and  find  all 
my  yearly  accounts  correct  as  rendered  in,  except  last  year ;  then  I  failed  to  credit 
collections,  $1,331. 

On  examination  of  your  periodical  account  rendered  for  1863,  I  find  that  you 
included  in  it  $7,485  belonging  to  1862,  and  so  acknowledged  by  me;  at  any  rate, 
it  don't  belong  to  1863  in  making  up  this  statement. 

I  credit  you  in  my  statement  for  the  periodicals  received  in  eacli  year. 

(Signed,)  J.  P.  Magee. 

In  further  explanation  I  append  also  the  folloAving  extracts 
from  a  letter  from  Brother  Magee  : 

New  York,  June.  21,  1871. 
To  THE  Book  Committee  op  the  M.  E.  Church  : 

Dear  Brethren:  Having  had  my  name  used  in  a  pamphlet  prepared  by 
Dr.  Lanahan.  designed  to  show  discrepancies  or  errors  in  the  keeping  of  accounts 
in  the  Book  Concern.  I  offer  the  following  as  au  explanation  of  the  letter  in  ques- 
tion. It  was  ovXj  a  small  part  of  a  correspondence  between  the  Agents  and 
myself,  just  previous  to  the  General  Conference  of  1868,  on  the  general  question 
of  the  status  and  business  of  the  Depository  at  Boston.  The  other  Depositories, 
as  1  understood,  were  examined  at  the  same  time. 

In  this  correspondence  the  whole  question  of  the  nature  of  our  business  and  its 
relations  to  the  outside  book  trade  was  freely  discussed,  as  also  the  relative 
value  of  the  Depository  to  the  Book  Concern  as  a  selling  agency. 

I  never  had  (so  far  as  I  can  remember)  a  reply  to  the  part  of  my  letter  which  is 
publi.«l;ed,  except  a  verbal  statement  from  Dr.  Porter  that  all  had  been  satisfacto- 
rily adjusted. 

In  Xovember,  1869,  when  Brother  Pike  was  on  his  way  to  the  second  annual 
meeting  of  the  Book  Committee  in  New  York,  he  asked  me  if  I  had  any  informa- 
tion to  give  him  with  reference  to  the  business  of  the  Depository.  Having  in  my 
mind  the  discussion  of  the  whole  subject  in  the  correspondence  referred  to  I 
showed  it  to  him,  and  at  his  request  gave  him  a  copy  of  that  part  of  it  referring 
to  tlie  general  character  of  the  business.  We  had  some  conversation  about  the 
other  part  of  the  letter,  but  no  copy -was  given. 

When  he  arrrived  at  New  York  he  did  not  find  my  letters  on  file,  and  requested 
me  to  send  a  copy  of  the  part  referred  to.  He  being  a  member  of  the  Book  Com- 
mittee I  did  not  iiesitate  to  comply  with  his  request.  There  was  no  injunction  of 
secrecy,  and  yet  there  was  no  expectation  of  the  paper  being  used  as  it  has  been, 
as  it  does  not  sufficiently  explain  itself  without  the  accompanying  correspondence, 
especially  previous  to  tliat  letter. 

When  Brother  Pike  was  at  the  meeting  of  the  Book  Committee  he  presented 
the  paper  since  published,  as  I  have  only  recently  learned,  but  did  not  know  tlien, 
and  it  was  retained  with  the  other  papers  presented  to  the  Committee  at  that 
time.  Soon  after  the  Committee  adjourned  Dr.  Lanahan  asked  for  a  copy.  No 
reason  was  given  why  he  wanted  it ;  but  being  one  of  the  Agents  I  deemed  it 
piuper  to  .send  him  a  copy  of  the  same  given  to  Brother  Pike.  Soon  after  that  I 
was  in  New  York  cousulting  with  the  Agents  in  reference  to  our  new  store  in 
Boston.  As  the  discussion  about  the  irregularities  in  the  Concern  Ijad  at  that 
time  assumed  a  very  different  phase,  I  called  the  attention  of  Dr.  Lanahan  to  tlie 
letter  which  was  in  his  hands,  and  made  some  explanation  of  the  circumstances 
attending  its  original  preparation,  and  he  replied  that  he  only  wished  it  for  his 
own  satisfaction,  and  not  to  be  used  in  any  way  pubhcly,  and  assured  me  that  no 
one  else  should  see  ever  it. 
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I  have  had  no  interviews  or  correspondence  with  Drs.  Lanahan  or  Carlton  at 
any  time  with  reference  to  the  subjects  whicli  have  so  largely  occupied  your  time. 

In  reference  to  the  book-keeping  of  the  Concern  I  do  not  consider  myself  com- 
petent to  give  an  opinion,  as  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  books  except  as  they 
refer  to  my  business,  and  very  little  of  that.  In  the  letter  published  I  pointed  out 
discrepancies  as  they  appeared  in  the  statement  made  to  me.  "Whether  I  was 
right  in  every  instance  I  cannot  say,  though  my  recollection  of  the  matter  is  that 
in  the  sub.sequent  investigation  at  least  part  of  them  were  found  to  be  only  ap- 
parent errors,  and  not  real,  growing  out  of  a  dift'erence  of  time  in  receiving  certain 
accounts. 

During  the  last  four  years,  or  thereabouts,  my  intercourse  with  the  Concern 
would  lead  me  to  the  conclusion  that  great  care  is  used  by  the  present  chief  book- 
keeper in  keeping  the  accounts,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  in  my  report  of  last 
December  we  harmonized  them  to  almost  a  cent,  though  even  in  that  report  there 
was  at  first  an  apparent  discrepancy,  which  by  inquiry  was  easily  adjusted. 

In  my  intercourse  with  the  business  world  I  have  frequent  occasion  to  correct 
such  mistakes — sometimes  made  on  m)'  own  part,  and  again  by  the  other  parties — 
and  in  no  case  may  it  be  the  fault  of  the  principals  managing  the  business,  but  the 
result  of  accident  or  carelessness  on  the  part  of  under  clerks  in  the  hurry  of  busi- 
ness ;  and  in  a  business  like  ours  it  is  peculiarly  liable  to  occur,  as  there  is  so 
much  of  detail  about  it.  Very  respectfully  submitted. 

James  P.  Magee, 

"Statement  18"  charges  a  "false  entry"  in  the  matter  of  the 
aid  rendered  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South — a  matter  which  Dr.  L.  sedulously  strives  to  present 
in  an  odious  light. 

The  page  of  the  Journal  where  this  account  of  $20,607  80  is 
charged  to  profit  and  loss  reads  thus : 

"Profit  and  Loss. 

"  To  sundries  for  Southern  accounts." 

Then  follows  a  list  of  twenty-two  names,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
is  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.  The  whole  amount  which  was  at  this  time 
charged  off,  including  the  |20,607  80,  was  $27,452   95. 

When  the  amount  was  thus  charged  to  profit  and  loss  I  gave  di- 
rections that  it  should  be  charged  in  the  following  manner,  namely: 
"  Paid  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.  $2o',607  80  for  the  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South."  I  supposed  that  it  was  so 
entered  until  it  became  necessary  to  settle  with  the  said  Missionary 
Society,  when  for  the  first  time  I  ascertained  that  the  words  "  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,"  were 
omitted.  When  the  settlement  was  made  and  the  notes  received, 
I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  enter  the  notes  as  bills  receivable,  inas- 
much as  they  would  then  have  to  be  credited  to  profit  and  loss, 
and  thereljy  increase  the  showing  of  profits  for  the  year  to  that 
amount.  Therefore,  being  really  matter  of  siis]»ense,  these  notes 
should  not  go  among  the  assets  of  the  House,  but  were  made  pay- 
able to  the  House  in  due  form,  and  placed  in  an  envelope,  properly 
indorsed,  giving  their  full  history,  and  deposited  in  the  cashier's 
vault  with  other  bills  receivable.  When  I  received  the  ^Ij.^OO  I  at 
once  handed  it  over  to  the  cashier,  and  it  was  used,  as  were  all 
other  funds,  in  the  business  of  the  House ;  but  as  the  party  said  he 
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would  in  a  few  days  pay  the  balance  of  a  note  of  611,000,  it  was 
thouglit  best  not  to  enter  the  $1,300  on  tlie  books  until  we  could 
enter  the  whole  amount  in  one  suiu.  The  cnshier  made  a  memoian- 
dum,  which  he  kept  in  his  drawer,  while  he  used  the  money  as 
above  stated.  In  a  few  days  the  party  gave  iis  checks  made  pay- 
able a  few  weeks  :ihead,  to  pay  in  full  the  said  note  of  §11,000; 
but  he  used  the  money  which  hnd  been  forwarded  to  him  by  the 
said  Missionary  Society  in  private  speculation,  and  when  the  said 
checks  matured  he  was  unable  to  pay  them.  As  soon  as  this  fact 
was  ascertained  the  $1,300  was  duly  entered  upon  the  books  of  the 
House. 

Years  ago  I  gave  Dr.  Lanahan  all  the  information  contained  in 
the  above  showing.  I  handed  him  the  notes,  and  pointed  him  to 
the  entry  on  the  books,  etc. ;  but  judge  of  my  surprise  when  but 
a  few  days  after  I  learned  that  Brown  Brothers  &,  Co.  had  been 
informed  that  they  stood  as  defaulters  upon  our  books,  and,  taking 
up  one  of  our  city  papers,  I  saw  the  whole  thing  paraded  there 
in  its  very  worst  form,  and  soon  it  went,  as  upon  the  wings  of  the 
wind,  to  all  parts  of  our  country  as  one  of  the  evidences  of  the 
great  fraud  and  corruption  in  the  Methodist  Book  Concern.  Dr. 
Lanah:m  thought  it  of  so  much  importance  that  he  presented  it 
to  the  Book  Committee,  among  other  grave  charges,  at  their  meet- 
ing in  November,  1869,  when  a  full  explanation  was  made  r.ot  only 
by  myself,  but  by  the  Attorney  and  Treasurer  of  the  said  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Church  South.  The  Doctor,  not  satisfied, 
continued  to  keep  up  the  agitation,  by  the  use  of  the  press,  in 
various  forms,  and  by  his  fly-sheet,  which  was  scatterc-d  over  the 
country,  and  his  allegation  is  now  gravely  brought  to  your  atten- 
tion, occupying  more  than  a  page  of  his  report. 

I  will  now  refer  you  to  Mr.  Kilbreth's  report,  which  reads  as 
follows,  (see  Book  Committee  Report,  p.  48 :) 

"  In  form,  this  was  an  erroneous  account ;  in  fact,  it  was  not.  A 
ledger  account  is  a  simple  compilation  of  titles  and  amounts.  It 
never,  strictly  speaking,  explains  itself.  The  explanation  of  this  is, 
that  the  Book  Concern  became  guarantor  on  a  letter  of  credit  for 
the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Church,  South,  issued  by  Brown 
Bros.  &  Co.  When  the  time  for  reimbursement  came  non-inter- 
course existed  between  the  two  sections  of  country,  and  the  guar- 
antor had  to  pay.  It  was  necessary  to  put  the  payment  in  some 
form  on  the  books.  By  a  clerical  mishap  it  was  charged  to  Brown 
Bros.  &  Co.  instead  of  Suspense  Account  or  the  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  The  whole  debt,  prin- 
cipal and  interest,  has  since  been  paid." 

In  further  elucidation  of  this  subject  I  reproduce  the  following 
true  history  of  the  case,  as  given  in  the  "  Christian  Advocate  "  of 
the  issue  of  February  15, 1872  : 
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An  Interesting  Letter  with  a  History. 

"Nashville,  Tenn.,  Ftbruary  2,  1872. 
"  Rev.  Thomas  Caultox,  D.D.  : 

"Dear  Brother:  It  affords  me  prreat  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  paid  this 
morning  the  balance  due  you  by  tlio  Board  of  Missions  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  for  money  paid  by  you  for  our  Mission  in  China  several  years 
since.  It  is  a  matter  of  deep  re.ofret  that  we  have  not  been  able  at  an  earlier  date 
to  meet  this  obligation;  but  the  entire  prostration  of  our  Missionary  Society, 
together  with  all  our  liiiancial  affairs  as  a  Church,  placed  it  beyond  our  power  to 
do  so.  There  could  have  been  no  obligation  we  could  have  felt  more  acutely 
than  this,  and  its  prompt  payment  w;is  tlie  wish  of  our  entire  Church ;  and  but 
for  the  impoverished  condition  in  wliich  we  were  left  in  1866  we  would  have  bad 
no  difficulty  in  meeting  this  debt  at  once.  I  cannot,  however,  close  tiiis  letter 
without  returning  you  our  sincere  thanks  not  only  for  your  great  kindness  in 
protecting  our  China  Mission  .it  a  time  when  it  was  beyond  our  power  to  do  so, 
but  also  for  the  long  and  patient  forbearance  j-ou  have  shown  in  reference  to  the 
refunding  the  money  on  our  part.  Unable  to  compensate  you  for  what  you  Iiave 
done,  we  will  invoke  the  blessing  of  our  heavenly  Father  upon  you  for  your  hap- 
piness in  this  life,  and  for  your  salvation  in  heaven. 

"Affectionately  your  brother  in  Christ, 

"A.  H.  Redford,  Treasurer, 

'^  Board  of  Missions,  M.  E.  CJiurch,  South." 

Now  that  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  have  paid  tl:eir  entire  indebtedness  to  the  Methodist  Book  Concern,  both 
principal  and  interest,  amounting  to  $:55,215  02,  it  is  due  to  all  the  parties  con- 
cerned that  we  siiould  state  briefly  the  circumstances  under  which  that  debt  orig- 
inated, and  the  honorable  method  pursued  for  its  liquidation. 

Some  time  in  1858  or  1859  Rev.  Dr.  Sohon,  then  Secretary  of  the  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  called  on  the  Treasurer  of  our 
Missionary  Society  to  ascertain  how  he  remitted  funds  to  China  for  the  support  of 
our  missionaries  there,  and  was  informed  by  Dr.  Carlton  that  he  did  it  by  letters 
of  credit,  procured  of  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.,  of  tliis  city,  drawn  on  Brown,  Shipley,  & 
Co.,  of  London,  authorizing  tlie  Superintendent  of  the  mission  in  China  to  draw 
from  time  to  time  for  such  sums  as  might  be  needed  until  the  letters  of  credit 
were  exliansted.  , 

On  December  7,  1859,  Dr.  Sehon  made  an  arrangement  with  the  above  named 
bankers.  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.,  to  furnish  t!ie  Missionary  Society  which  he  repre- 
sented with  the  same  facilities  for  remitting  funds  for  the  support  of  their  mis- 
sionaries in  Cliiua  that  were  furnished  to  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  provided  Carlton  &  Porter,  then  Agents  of  the  Methodist  Book 
Concern,  would  do  the  same  for  them  that  they  iiad  always  done  for  the  last  men- 
tioned Society,  tliat  is,  become  surety  for  the  payment  of  the  drafts  that  might  be 
drawn  against  the  said  letters  of  credit. 

Dr.  Carlton  had  become  intimately  acquainted  with  several  members  of  the 
Board  and  officers  of  the  Southern  Missionary  Society  in  the  settlement  of  the 
long-disputed  question  relative  to  ihe  division  of  the  property  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern, and  had  been  granted  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  all  the  time  asked  for  to  pay  the  amount  agreed  upon,  so  that  the 
business  of  the  Concern  had  not  been  interrupted.  Tlie  most  friendly  business  re- 
lations had  e.xisied  between  the  two  branches  of  the  Churcii  at  the  time.  Under 
these  circumstances,  and  especially  as  the  indorsement  asked  for  was  for  mission- 
ary purposes,  wiiere  there  was  the  least  pos.sible  risk,  the  Agents  felt  that  a  re- 
fusal of  their  indorsement  would  be  regarded  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  want  of 
that  Christian  courtesy  which  should  always  characterize  good  men. 

The  letters  of  credit  indorsed  by  the  said  Agents  were  three  in  number — one 
dated  December  7,  1859,  for  £1,200;  one  dated  February  1,  1860,  for  £1,634; 
and  one  dated  June  23,  1860,  for  £1,600. 
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All  the  drafts  drawn  on  these  several  letters  of  credit  that  came  forward  before  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  civil  war  were  promptly  paid,  and  no  doubt  but  for  this 
event,  wiiich  no  one  could  foresee,  all  others  would  have  been  as  promptly  met; 
but  very  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  war  all  mail  facilities  between  Nash- 
ville, the  seat  of  the  Society,  and  New  York,  were  suspended,  and  there  remained 
no  possible  waj'  for  the  Treasurer  to  remit  funds  to  meet  the  drafts  as  they  came 
forward.  Messrs.  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.  of  course  notified  the  Agents  of  tiie  non- 
payment of  the  drafts,  but  did  not  demand  payment  at  once,  presuming  the  time 
would  soon  come  when  the  way  would  be  open  for  the  transmission  of  the  funds 
to  pay  the  said  drafts.  But  the  war  continued,  and  gold  was  rapidly  advancing, 
and  every  thing  was  in  the  dark  as  to  tiie  future.  The  Agents,  after  frequent  con- 
versations between  themselves  and  with  their  financial  friends,  concluded,  as  they 
had  the  money,  the  better  way  was  to  pay  the  drafts  before  gold  advanced  to 
any  iiigher  rate,  and  it  was  well  that  they  did  so,  for  gold  went  up  more  than  a 
hundred  per  cent,  above  what  it  was  when  the  payment  was  made.  The  whole 
amount  which  the  Agents  advanced  was  $20,607  86. 

Just  as  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  as  the  said  Missionary  Societ}'-  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churcii,  South,  could  reorganize,  they  appointed  Rev.  A.  L. 
P.  Green,  D.D.,  Rev.  C.  F.  Deems,  D.D.,  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Bond,  of  the  Board,  with 
their  Secretary,  Rev.  Dr.  Sehon,  a  Commission  to  come  to  New  York  and  settle 
the  claim  the  Book  Agents  held  against  the  said  Missionary  Society.  The  parties 
met  in  March,  1868.  The  commissioners  stated  to  Rev.  Dr.  Carlton  the  con- 
dition of  their  Missionary  Society,  and  its  inability  to  make  payment  at  present, 
but  assured  him  if  they  could  have  a  little  time  to  recuperate  they  had  no  doubt 
that  tiiey  could  pay  every  dollar.  They  said  tiiey  did  not  ask  a  compromise  of  the 
debt,  for  the  Society  would  pay  the  whole  amount  of  it,  and  that  it  would  be  re- 
garded by  their  Church  dishonorable  not  to  do  so.  The  settlement  was  amicably 
made ;  the  time  asked  for  was  granted.  Not  only  the  Society,  but  also  the 
Bishops,  the  preachers,  and  the  leading  laymen  of  the  Church,  South,  said,  "  This 
is  a  debt  of  honor,  and  must  be  paid." 

The  first  note  which  fell  due  was  $11,000.  The  money  was  raised  to  pay  it, 
together  with  the  interest;  but,  untortuuately,  the  party  intrusted  with  it,  with 
instructions  to  take  up  the  note,  used  the  money  in  the  purcliase  of  certain  stocks 
in  Wall-street,  reporting  to  the  Society  that  he  had  paid  over  the  money  to  Dr. 
Carlton  and  had  taken  up  the  note;  and  it  was  not  until  some  six  months  after- 
ward that  the  Society  ascertained  that  the  money  was  lost  in  stock  speculations. 
This  was  a  loss  most  keenly  felt  by  the  Society;  but  as  Christian  men  they  were 
not  discouraged,  but  worked  on,  supporting  their  China  mission,  and  paying  the 
debt  as  it  became  due. 

The  whole  amount  which  tlie  Southern  Board  have  paid,  principal  and  interest, 
is  $35,215  02.  Adding  the  amount  which  they  lost,  the  total  is  nearly  $50,000, 
which  the  Society  has  been  compelled  to  raise  in  order  to  meet  the  obligation. 
We  must  say  that  the  spirit  evinced  by  all  the  parties  concerned  in  this  matter  is 
worthy  of  all  praise  If  all  matters  appertaining  to  the  relations  between  the 
North  and  South  could  be  done  on  the  same  principle,  it  seems  to  us  the  two 
Churches  would  soon  be  one  at  least  in  Christian  sympathy  and  feelings. 

Now  it  remains  for  you  to  say  whether  the  Agents  [Carlton  & 
Porter]  have  committed  a  sin  for  which  they  shall  never  be  for- 
given in  doing  for  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  South,  under  the  above-named  circumstances,  just  what 
all  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  have  always  done  for  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  when  circum- 
stances required  it. 

In  "  Statement  19  "  Dr.  Lanahan  alleges  that  while  the  sales  at 
New  York  have  been  steadily  on  the  increase,  with  one  exception 
the  profits,  as  reported  in  the  exhibits  of  the  Annual  Conferences 
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have  been  steadily  and  strangely  decreasing,  although  there  have 
been  no  changes  in  the  price  of  our  publications. 

In  reply  to  this,  I  need  only  submit  the  following  tables  com- 
piled from  the  Books  and  Exhibits,  which  are  open  for  inspection : 

SALES  AT  NEW   TORK,    NOT   INCLUDING   DEPOSITORIES. 

1864 $374,416  25  1868 $435,064  28 

1865 438,711  24  1869 430,643  05 

1866 478,316  01  1870 422,543  39 

1867 495,840  35  1871 443,855  68 

PROFITS  REPORTED  TO  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES. 


Net  Profits. 

Paid  by  ord.  Gen.  Couf. 

1864 

$19,323  03 

+ 

$38,526  29 

^ 

$57,849  32 

1865 

5,413  61 

+ 

24,867  81 

■=■ 

30.281  42 

1866 

2,827  87 

+ 

27,444  12 

= 

30,271  99 

1867   

35  212  28 

+ 

27,340  11 
26,764  29 

= 

62  552  39 

1868 

56.244  74 

83,009  03 

1869 

30,513  08 

+ 

30,441  09 
26,361  06 
21,846  60 

— 

60.954  17* 

1870 

49  021  17 

+ 
+ 

= 

75  382  23 

1871 

69,163  16 

91,009  76 

By  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  from  1864  to  1867,  both 
years  included,  there  was  a  regular  increase  in  the  sales ;  but  the 
first  year  after  the  last  General  Conference  the  sales  fell  off  from 
the  previous  year  $60,776  07;  the  next  year,  1869,  they  were  less 
than  they  were  in  1867  by  $65,197  30  ;  and  in  1870  the  sales  con- 
tinued to  fall  off  so  that  they  were  less  than  they  were  when  the 
decline  commenced  by  $73,296  96.  But  the  last  year  of  the  quad- 
rennial term  the  sales  have  been  larger  than  the  previous  year, 
though  not  so  large  as  in  1867  by  $51^984  67. 

With  all  our  increased  facilities  for  business,  that  there  should  be 
such  a  falling  off  in  the  sales  is  a  fact  we  can  but  deplore ;  neverthe- 
less, truth  and  justice  demand  that  we  should  state  the  facts.  Dr. 
Lanahan's  statement  is  no  less  erroneous  in  reference  to  the  profits 
than  in  reference  to  the  sales,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  above  table. 

In  "  Statement  20,"  Dr.  Lanahan  charges  that  the  book-keep- 
ing is  not  "  correct  and  honest,"  because  he  fails  to  comprehend 
the  application  thereof  to  the  periodical  accounts. 

It  is  a  sufficient  reply  to  this  allegation,  the  closing  paragraph 
of  which  I  will  not  characterize,  to  say  that  the  "  periodical  ac- 
count"  so  called,  as  kept  by  the  house  for  many  years,  is  used  lo 
receive  certain  entries  for  convenience  of  reference  merely.  The 
complete  account  is  inseparable  from  the  merchandise  account. 
Hence  the  application  of  the  figures,  to  which  the  General  ContiT- 
ence  and  the  public  are  now  treated,  renders  the  figures  unmeaning. 

As  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  use  which  Dr.  Lanahan  mak.  s 
on  page  32  of  quotations  from  the  Report  of  Mr.  Kilbreth,  I  will 
simply  refer  you  to  what  Mr.  Kilbreth  also  says  on  pages  51  to  5  7 
inclusive.  Report  of  Book  Committee. 

In  answer  to  the  allegation  of  Dr.  Lanahan  (p.  17  of  his  Report) 

•  See  foot-note  on  Exhibit  for  1869. 
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concerning  his  not  being  allowed  access  to  the  columns  of  the 
"  Chrisiian  Advocate,"  I  present  the  following  letter  from  the 
editors  of  that  paper: 

New  York,  May  3,  1872. 
Rev.  Thomas  Carlton,  D.D.  : 

Dr.  Lanahan  liaviag  stated  in  his  report,  made  to  the  General  Conference  this 
day.  that  he  has  been  "refused  all  access"  to  the  "Christian  Advocate"  "for 
e.xplanation  or  defense,"  it  is  proper  for  us  to  saj''  tliat  Dr.  Lanahan  was  never 
refused  admission  to  the  cohimcs  of  the  paper  except  in  a  single  instance.  In  tlie 
spring  of  1870  he  transmitted  to  us  by  mail  a  printed  copy  ot  his  speech  made  in 
the  Baltimore  Conference,  witii  a  request  to  publish.  That  speech  contained  so 
many  mis-statements  tliat  we  did  not  think  it  proper  to  aid  in  its  circulation.  In 
DO  other  instance  has  he  been  refused  a  place  in  our  columns. 

"We  send  you  herewith  the  copy  of  tiie  Baltimore  speech  referred  to,  numerous 
marked  copies  of  which  we  understand  were  widely  scattered  throughout  the 
country. 

(Signed,)  D.  CuRRY, 

W.  H.  De  Puy. 

The  "  Christian  Advocate  Supplement,"  referred  to  by  Dr.  Lan^ 
ahan  on  page  34  of  his  printed  report,  was  written  by  Dr.  Curry, 
who  holds  himself  responsible  for  the  correctness  of  its  statements. 
The  following  certificate  was  appended  to  the  "  Supplement :" 

We,  the  undersigned,  having  examined  the  matter  contained  in  the  above  docu- 
ment, and  having  personally  heard  a  large  part  of  the  proceedings  before  the  Com- 
mittee, hereby  certify  that  its  statements  are  substantially  correct,  according  to  our 
recollections. 

E.  L.  Fanchee,  Att\j  and  Counselor. 

W.  L.  Harris,  AssH  Miss.  Sec. 

D.  Wise,  Editor  Sunday-School  Advocate. 

Alex.  M'Lean,  Stenographer. 

Rev.  Joel  W.  Eaton,  a  member  of  the  Troy  Conference,  and  the  official  reporter 
for  the  last  three  General  Conferences,  writes  thus : 

"  I  am  glad  to  see  the  '  Supplement '  which  accompanies  the  '  Advocate  '  of  this 
date.  I  wish  to  say  that  previous  to  the  last  meeting  of  the  Book  Committee  I 
had  formed  an  opinion  stronglj'  in  my  own  mind  that  there  had  been  great  mis- 
management, and  probably  '  fraud  and  corruption,'  in  the  Book  Concern.  In  that 
state  of  mind  I  was  called  to  New  York  as  a  stenographer  in  the  last  examination  ; 
and,  after  hearing  or  reading  much  of  the  evidence  taken  in  November,  and  all  the 
evidence  taken  at  the  second  session  of  the  Committee,  I  was  forced  to  the  con- 
clusions expressed  by  the  majority  in  their  report.  I  wish  to  say,  also,  that  in  my 
opinion  your  statements  in  the  Supplement  above  referred  to  are  correct,  and  in 
no  case  overdrawn.  Any  attempt  from  any  source  to  foment  trouble  in  the 
Church  over  this  matter  seems  to  me  to  be  simply  nefarious. 

Embarrassments  to  the  Agent. 

I  now,  very  reluctantly,  proceed  to  call  your  attention  to  a  few 
of  the  many  great  embarrassments  to  the  business  and  pros])erity 
of  the  Book  Concern  growing  out  of  the  remarkable  course  of  the 
Assistant  Agent.  I  had  not  designed  to  make  any  reference  to 
these  matters,  because,  in  addition  to  their  important  bearing  upon 
the  questions   at  issue,  they  involve  some  painful  personal  ref- 
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erences ;  but  the  statements  of  Dr.  Lanahan's  report  compel  such 
reference  in  this  connection. 

The  time  of  the  Assistant  Agent  has  been  largely  occupied  in 
faulting  the  administration  of  his  predecessors  and  of  the  Agent, 
and  ill  seeking  to  make  good  his  unfounded  allegations  of  fraud 
and  corruption.  After  tlie  Book  Committee  had  carciuUy  investi- 
gated said  allegations,  and  had  reached,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  a 
decision  fully  exculpating  the  administration  of  the  Agents,  and 
had  also  by  a  large  majority  declared  that  tlie  charges  of  fraud 
and  corruption  against  the  employes  were  not  sustained ;  and 
after  he  had  promised  the  Book  Committee  that  he  Avould 
stop  such  course  of  procedure,  he  republished  his  list  of 
allegations  in  "  fly  sheet "  form,  and  scattered  them  through  the 
country  by  mail  and  otherwise.  In  these  "  fly-sheets  "  he  carefully 
omitted  to  inform  the  reader  that  the  statements  there  made  had 
all  been  traversed  by  the  Book  Committee,  and  the  allegations 
found  not  sustained. 

If  Dr.  Lanahan  did  not  directly  inspire  the  first  injurious  arti- 
cle in  the  New  York  Times  throwing  discredit  upon  the  man- 
agement of  the  Book  Concern,  he  did  circulate  the  allegations 
upon  which  that  article  was  founded,  and  immediately  after  its 
issue  sent  out  to  different  parts  of  the  country  marked  copies  of 
the  paper  containing  said  article,  with  accompanying  indorse- 
ments by  his  own  hand  of  the  substantial  correctness  of  the 
statements  in  that  article. 

I  am  credibly  informed,  and  believe  it  to  be  true,  that  at  differ- 
ent times  he  visited  certain  secular  newspaper  offices  in  this  city, 
and  had  conferences  with  one  or  more  of  the  editors  on  the  even- 
ings before  the  issue  of  offensive  articles  in  such  papers  designed 
to  impair  the  credit  of  my  administration.  These  papers  con- 
taining such  articles  Avere  largely  circulated.  The  great  injury, 
directly  and  indirectly  resulting  therefrom  to  the  credit  of  the 
Book  Concern  and  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy  cannot  be 
stated  in  words.     The  injury  is  irreparable. 

In  prosecuting  his  so-called  "  investigations  "  he  has,  contrary 
to  the  usage  of  the  House,  and  in  opposition  to  my  expressed 
direction  and  protest,  carried  important  vouchers  and  books  away 
from  the  Book  Concern,  some  of  which  h"^ve  never  been  returned. 
In  one  instance  he  rudely  snatched  important  papers  from  the 
keeping  of  Mr.  Grant,  and  carried  them  away.  In  some  cases 
large  bundles  of  important  vouchers,  after  being  used  by  Dr. 
Lanahan's  private  experts,  have  been  found  miscellaneously 
scattered  about  the  rooms,  and  in  such  manner  as  to  be  exposed 
to  loss.  In  conducting  his  examinations  of  the  accounts  he  has 
not  allowed,  any  one  connected  with  the  house  to  be  present  or 
to  know  his  purpose,  or  to  make  any  explanation  of  alleged  dis- 
crepancies. 

He  has  had  employed  for  weeks,  without  my  consent  or  knowl- 
edge, accountants,  some  of  them  believed  to  be  from  rival  houses, 
examining  the  private  business  books  of  the  Book  Concern.     In 
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some  cases  these  examinations  were  conducted  in  the  night,  when 
he  could  the  more  certainly  get  access  to  the  books  without  my 
knowledge. 

The  accountants  whom  he  employed  to  ferret  out  alleged 
wrongs  in  the  books  of  the  Concern  were  of  doubtful  reputation. 
One  of  them,  I  am  credibly  informed,  is  the  keeper  of  a  liquor 
store  in  AVashington  city,  another  is  one  of  the  ernploj/es  of  a 
theater  in  New  York  city.  Another  of  them,  while  in  i)r.  Lana- 
han's  employ,  by  false  promises  obtained  $65  from  the  private 
funds  of  the  cashier  of  the  Book  Concern,  which,  though  he  re- 
mained in  the  House  for  several  weeks  subsequently,  and  was 
repeatedly  reminded  of  his  promise,  he  finally  left  without  paying ; 
thus  justifying  the  assertion  of  his  associate  that  he  was  "  a  fraud." 
Are  persons  of  such  character  to  be  intrusted  with  the  books  and  ac- 
counts of  the  Concern,  and  their  findings  to  be  accepted  as  reliable  ? 

Dr.  Lanahan  appointed,  without  consulting  me,  a  new  man  as 
Superintendent  of  thePrinting-Oflice,  as  Mr.  Goodenough's  second 
successor,  a  man  in  every  way  unfit  for  the  place,  and  who  soon 
got  the  whole  department  into  confusion,  and  who  also  within  the 
year  left  for  parts  unknown,  after  having  collected  considerable 
amounts  for  Job-work  and  made  no  returns. 

He  has  at  various  times  sued  out  legal  processes  compel- 
ling the  cashier  and  chief  book-keeper,  or  both,  to  go  before  the 
courts  and,  by  due  form  of  oath,  answer  questions  concerning  the 
accounts  which  would  have  been  cheerfully  answered  by  them  in 
the  office  had  he  intimated  his  desire  for  such  answers.  The 
book-keeper,  Mr.  Grant,  has  been,  imder  his  call,  at  least  ten  times 
in  court  for  the  purpose  of  such  answers.  I  give  the  latest  in- 
stance of  such  procedure.  A  iQvr  weeks  ago,  on  the  pretense  of 
"  perpetuating  testimony  "  in  the  Goodenough  vs.  Lanahan  case, 
and  on  the  further  pretense  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  secure 
the  testimony  of  the  cashier  when  needed,  he  had  the  latter 
brought  before  the  Court.  In  order  that  you  may  see  the  real 
character  of  the  remarkable  affidavit  made  by  Dr.  Lanahan,  and 
the  true  nature  and  purpose  of  his  examinations,  I  append  here- 
with a  correct  copy  of  the  same  : 

.Superior  (?bourt  ai  l|^e  Citg  of  |tthj  gork. 


Samuel  J.  Goodenough 

against 

JOHX  Lakahan. 


City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss. : 

John  Lanahan,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

That  he  is  the  defendant  in  this  action,  and  has  appeared  and  answered  therein. 
That  this  action  is  brought  to  recover  damages  for  an  alleged  slander.  That 
tlie  defense  is  a  denial  as  to  some  of  the  alleged  utterances,  a  justification  as  to 
others,  and  matters  in  mitigation  of  damages.  Tliat  deponent  has  fullv  and  fairly 
stated  his  defense  to  Brown,  Hall,  &  Vanderpoel,  his  attorneys ;  and  deponent  is 
adyised  and  verily  believes  that  Daniel  Denham.  Jr.,  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  is  a  ma- 
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terial  and  necessary  witness  for  deponent  upon  the  defense  of  this  action.  That 
said  Denham  is  now  in  this  city,  as  deponent  believes,  but  is,  as  deponent  is  ad- 
vised and  believes,  about  to  leave  the  State  for  his  said  residence  in  Elizabeth.  N.  J. 
That,  although  said  Denham  has  employment  in  the  city  of  New  York,  deponent 
fears  he  may  not  be  able  to  secure  his  attendance  at  the  time  of  the  trial  of  this 
action. 

John  Lanahan. 
Sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  January,  1872. 
Joseph  Boswouth,  Jr.,  Com.  of  Deeds, 
New  York  County. 


Samuel  J.  Goodenough 

against 

John  Lanahan. 


On  the  foregoing  affidavit  of  John  Lanahan  : 

©rtltrfiJ,  Tliat  Daniel  Denham,  Jr.,  be  examined  before  me  as  a  witness,  con- 
ditionally, at  the  chambers  of  the  Superior  Court  in  the  Court-House,  City  of 
New  York,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  January,  1872,  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon. 

Dated  January  18,  1872.  John  M.  Barbour,  C.  J. 

A  true  copy  of  the  questions  and  answers,  as  taken  down  be- 
fore the  Court  in  this  exaniination,  is  furnished  herewith,  and 
another  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Special  Committee. 

In  the  well-known  mandamus  suit  commenced  by  Dr.  Lanahan, 
ostensibly  in  order  to  gain  possession  of  certain  books,  his  affida- 
vits were  not  only  most  remarkable  in  kind,  but  they  were  so 
drawn  as  to  throw  great  doubt  upon  my  business  integrity  both 
in  respect  of  my  relation  to  the  Book  Concern  and  as  Treasurer 
of  the  Missionary  Society.  Copies  of  those  affidavits  were  imme- 
diately given  to  the  press,  and  scattered  broadcast  through  the 
country  before  it  could  be  answered.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  thou- 
sands of  preachers  and  people,  on  i-eading  them,  trembled  for  the 
honor  and  credit  of  the  Book  Concern  and  Missionary  Society. 
It  was  only  when  the  responsive  affidavits  were  given  to  the  pub- 
lic, vindicating  beyond  a  doubt  the  integrity  of  my  administra- 
tion, that  public  confidence  was  restored.  I  herewith  furnish  to 
the  Conference  attested  copies  of  the  various  affidavits  in  the  case. 

As  an  instance  of  the  unreliability  of  the  accusations  of  Dr. 
Lanahan,  I  refer  you  to  his  deliberate  and  emphatic  declaration, 
made  in  the  General  Conference,  denying  that  he  had  signed,  or 
authorized  to  be  appended,  his  name  to  the  Quadrennial  Report 
of  the  Book  Agents.  My  own  version  of  the  case  is  before  you. 
In  proof  of  the  latter  I  append  below  the  written  statement  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Longking,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Printing  Depart- 
ment : 

Before  writing  out  a  transcript  of  the  list  of  work  done  by  the  Printing-OflBce 
the  last  year,  I  informed  Dr.  Lanahan  that  I  would  make  two  copies— one  for  him- 
self, the  other  for  Dr.  Carlton.      After  transcribing  from  the  Printiug-Office  books 
43 
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a  list  of  such  printing,  I  learned  ihat  Dr.  Carlton  designed  to  publish  it  in  the 
Report  of  tlie  Agents,  when,  deeming  it  no  longer  of  importance  to  furnish  eitlier 
gentlemen  with  a  fair  manuscript  copy,  as  originally  designed  to  be  done,  I  ir.erely 
Lauded  my  rough  draft  to  Dr.  Carlton  for  publication  in  tiie  report.  When,  in 
accordance  with  Dr.  Carlton's  order  to  "sliow  proofs  to  Dr.  Lanahan,"  I  presented 
some  of  these  to  Dr.  Lanahan,  containing,  with  other  matter,  the  above-named 
list,  he  (Dr.  Lanahan)  reminded  me  of  my  promise  to  furnisli  him  a  manuscript 
copy,  saying  iliat  he  did  not  wish  his  name  attached  to  matters  he  had  not  seen 
in  manuscript.  My  reply  was,  substantially,  tliat  as  the  matter  was  to  be  printed, 
I  had  supposed  the  making  of  a  fair  copy  no  longer  necessarj',  but  proposed  then 
to  draw  one  off  for  him.  Dr.  Lanahan  then  told  me  I  need  not  do  it  now,  as  the 
matter  was  already  in  type.  Subsequently,  but  before  tiie  submission  of  the 
Report  to  the  Book  Committee.  I  placed  a  proof  of  the  "  Report,"  as  far  as  it  was 
then  in  type,  on  Dr.  Lanalian's  desk,  and  afterward  lianded  him,  personally, 
another,  tlie  Report  being  still  incomplete.  After  receiving  from  Dr.  Carlton  the 
remainder  of  tlie  cop,v  for  liie  Report,  and  putting  it  in  type,  I  took  proofs  to  805 
Broadway  for  Drs.  Carlton  and  Lanahan.  Dr.  Lanahan  being  absent,  he  did  not, 
at  that  time,  see  those  proofs.  Before  leaving  the  Agents'  office,  I  inquired  of 
Dr.  Carlton  if  the  Report  should  not  be  signed,  lie  having  omitted  to  append  the 
signature  of  the  firm.  He  told  me  it  sliould,  and  directed  me  to  add  the  Agents' 
names,  which  I  did  in  his  presence.  Subsequently,  seeing  Dr.  Lanahan  at  200 
Mulberr}--street,  I  sliowed  him  the  additional  matter  and  the  signature.  He  read 
the  new  matter,  and  criticised  the  expression  that  the  Concern  was  now  prepared 
to  do  "five  times"  the  amount  of  business  it  had  ever  done.  I  inquired,  if  tliat 
was  modified,  wlietlier  I  was  at  liberty  to  append  the  firm's  name.  He  answered, 
Bubstanlially,  that  I  miglit  do  as  I  chose  with  tlie  emendation,  and  gave  permis- 
sion to  insert  ilie  name  of  the  Agents.  I  subsequently  saw  Dr.  Carlton,  who  con- 
sented to  the  proposed  alteration.  The  name  of  the  firm  was  inserted  by  myself 
as  above  stated.  J.  Loxgkixg. 

In  defense  of  the  House  against  some  of  the  statements  in  Dr* 
Lar.ahan's  report,  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  he  has  seemed  not 
to  understand  either  the  business  intrusted  to  his  hands,  or  the 
nature  and  meaning  of  figures  and  accounts  which  he  has  exam- 
ined and  collated.  In  his  Report,  which  has  been  before  you  for 
several  days  and  been  published  to  the  world,  he  charges  in  three 
different  instances  '\/"«/.s'e"  entries,  or  book-keeping  not  '•  honest.'*'* 
Why  does  he,  on  page  26,  in  nine  consecutive  groupings  of  fig- 
ures, give  you  wrong  figures  more  than  six  times  ?  Why  does 
he,  in  support  of  allegations  of  "/«^6'e"  entries  in  the  matter  of 
the  Bindery  inventories,  on  page  25,  ignore  the  true  explanation 
of  the  case,  as  given  in  my  answer  to  his  allegations  before  the 
Book  Committee,  published  in  "  The  Christian  Advocate  "  June 
29,  1871?  Why  does  he  parade  his  allegations  of  fraud  and 
false  book-keeping  in  his  "  Report "  to  you,  with  all  the  air  of 
novelty,  when  many  of  these  identical  items  were  presented  in 
June  last  to  the  IJook  Committee,  and  were  fully  answered,  as 
the  case  required.  The  allegations  concerning  Exhibits,  Bank 
Balances,  Periodicals,  Interest,  and  Boston  Depository,  are  of 
this  class. 

Why  does  he  reiterate  the  charge  of  a  "/aZ^e"  entry  in  the 
case  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Church  South,  where  a  for- 
mer book-keeper  had  simply  committed  a  clerical  blunder,  and 
then  covertly  strike  our  present  book-keeper  by  a  false  rendering 
of  his  letter  to  Bishop  Simpson  growing  out  of  this  very  subject  ? 
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Am  I  not  using  a  very  mild  expression  when  I  characterize  such 
conduct  as  the  merest  tritling  with  important  interests  ? 

Ail  will  remember  a  certain  Mr.  Lntkins,  a  leather-dealer, 
and  a  Mr.  Murphy,  a  paper-dealer,  and  how  thoroughly  they 
were  dissected  by  Mr.  Kilbreth.  The  former  confessed  that  he 
was  in  partner>hip  with  Hoffman,  and  shared  equally  with  him  the 
profits  on  purchases  for  the  Bindery.  Did  that  disclosure  of  his 
own  infamous  conduct  lead  Dr.  Lan.ihnu  to  discard  and  despise 
him  ?  Quite  the  reverse.  He  has  been  rewarded  with  the  patronage 
of  the  Concern.  I  have  forbidden  the  Superintendent  to  purchase 
from  him  ;  but  that  does  not  stop  Dr.  Lanahan.  Did  Hoffman, 
even  if  the  allegations  against  him  were  proved  true,  ever  do  any 
thing  worse  than  Lutkins  admits  he  himself  did  ?  and  could  Hoff- 
man have  done  the  alleged  wrong  except  by  the  help  of  sucli  men 
as  Lutkins?  As  to  Murphy,  he  never  got  a  foothold  in  the  trade 
of  tlie  Concern  until  after  he  opeidy  stated  that  he  did  not  think 
it  wrong  for  a  dealer  to  divide  profits  with  the  purchaser  for  a 
house,  and  that  he  sometimes  did  it.  He  is  now  regularly  patron- 
ized by  Dr.  Lanahan,  and  appears  to  be  a  favorite.  Are  not  these 
Btrange  characters  to  employ  in  getting  up  a  reform,  and  to  purge 
the  Book  Concern  of  robberies  ?  In  the  meantime,  also,  Campbell, 
Hall,  &  Co.,  who  first  led  James  F.  Porter  into  their  trap,  and 
afterward  denounced  him,  have  still  the  full  run  of  the  house.  Is 
any  comment  necessary  here  ? 

I  call  attention  to  the  great  loss  of  the  Concern  in  money  and 
reputation  on  account  of  printing  disgracefully  executed,  because 
Dr.  Lanahan,  in  opposition  to  the  views  of  the  Superintendent, 
insisted  on  making  changes  in  the  ink.  (See  the  letter  of  Orange 
Judd,  November  7,  1869,  advising  that  the  whole  edition  of  the 
Almanac  be  destroyed.  Also  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Wise  and  Mr. 
Joseph  F.  Knapp  as  to  the  Sunday-School  Journal.) 

I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  Campbell, 'Hall,  &  Co.  sell 
the  same  paper  to  the  Harpers  at  a  less  price  than  to  the  Book 
Concern.  If  that  was  done  in  foi'mer  times  neither  Mr.  Goode- 
nough  nor  I  knew  it,  or  it  would  have  been  stopped.  But  Dr. 
Lanahan  is  fully  apprised  of  it,  and  apologizes  for  it  by  saying 
(Sten.  Report,  page  207)  that  the  Harpers  are  considered'  the 
closest  buyers  in  the  market  ! 

I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Lanahan  (Stcn.  Report,  p.  4) 
esthuated  paper  shavings  at  ?;2,500  per  year.  In  paper  marked 
O'  he  estimated  them  at  $3,000.  In  his  address  to  this  Confer- 
ence he  estimates  them  from  $5,000  to  $7,000.  He  asserts  that 
there  was  no  account  kept  of  them  under  Hofiman;  whereas  the 
books  show  that  for  five  years  under  Hoffman  the  average  re- 
ceipts per  year  were  about  $4,600,  and  siuce  Hofirnan  left  about 
$3,600  per  year.  What  reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  wild  repre- 
sentations like  these  ? 

I  could  extend  this  list  so  as  to  make  a  small  volume,  but  shall 
say  no  more  unless  compelled  to  do  so  hereafter.  I  have  long 
borne  many  unjust  attacks  quietly,  willing  rather  to  suffer  than 
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to  add  to  the  disturbance  of  the  Church,  I  think  a  point  has  been 
reriched  now  when  for  me  silence  is  no  longer  a  virtue ;  nor  can  1 
think  that  my  brethren  and  fathers  of  this  body,  whom  I  regard 
with  such  reverence,  will  judge  my  course  in  the  matter  to  be  an 
unchristian  one. 

And  now,  dear  Fathers  and  Brethren,  by  whom  I  have  been  hon- 
ored and  trusted  these  many  years,  I  had  flattered  myself,  from  the 
lar^e  success  of  the  business  placed  in  my  charge  and  from  your 
repeated  approvals,  that  I  had  honestly  won  your  confidence,  and 
had  really  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  Church  of  our  choice  ; 
yet  I  app oar  before  you  at  this  late  date  of  life  and  labor  assailed 
and  traduced,  my  character  stabbed  and  blackened  by  ingenious 
insinuations  of  neglect  of  duty,  of  malfeasance  in  office,  of  falsifying 
accounts,  of  being  an  accomplice  "with  thieves  and  liars,  dishonor- 
ing and  defrauding  the  Church  in  whose  service  a  long  and  act- 
ive life  has  been  Spent.  All  this  is  done,  I  repeat,  by  improper 
insinuation,  and  by  ingenious  perversion  of  facts  and  figures. 

Excuse  me,  dear  Fathers  and  Brethren,  if  I  have  been  betrayed 
into  unseemly  severity  of  words  in  this  personal  defense.  I  now 
leave  this  whole  subject  with  you,  not  indifferent  to  your  decis- 
ions, but  with  entire  confidence  that  your  judgment  will  be  intel- 
ligent and  just,  and  that  it  will  fully  vindicate  the  integrity  of 
my  administration.  Thomas  Caklton. 


47. — Journal,  page  276. 

MEMORIAL  OF  SAMUEL  J.  GOODENOUGH  I¥  ANSWER  TO  JOHN" 
LANAHAN. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference. 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :  I  did  not  suppose  it  would  devolve 
upon  me  to  address  you  upon  matters  connected  with  the  Book 
Concern  difficulties,  having  already  presented  my  case  fully  to  the 
Book  Committee,  who,  in  connection  with  31r,  Kilbreth,  have 
spent  so  much  time  in  the  examination  of  the  case,  with  resiilts  as 
shown  in  their  reports  ;  but  as  Dr.  Lanahan  still  persists  in  his 
charges  of  fraud  and  irregularities,  and  has  presented  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  his  report  as  though  no  refutation  of  his  allega- 
tions had  been  made,  I  beg  the  privilege  of  submitting  a  statement 
criticising  his  assumed  facts,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

1.  Dr.  Lanahan  asserts,  on  page  1  of  his  report,  that  "he  was 
told  by  the  book-keeper  that  there  were  no  vouchers  for  paper 
purchased  in  the  possession  of  the  office,  but  that  they  were  re- 
tained by  Mr.  Goodenough." 

I  have  to  say  in  answer  to  this,  that  1  never  retained  a  voucher 
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for  paper  or  any  thing  else  purchased,  but  always  passed  them  to 
the  cashier,  after  which  they  were  filed  by  the  book-keeper. 

The  ifivoices  which  were  memoranda  of  goods  forwarded,  were 
properly  filed  and  preserved  in  the  vault  of  the  printing-office. 
Tliese  were  necessary  to  the  department  in  order  to  check  the 
receipt  of  goods  and  tlie  items  of  monthly  statements,  while  the 
vortchers,  or  receipts  for  money  paid,  were  always  with  the  book- 
keeper. 

2.  My  letter,  quoted  on  page  2,  in  which  I  said,  "  I  have  not  made 
contracts  with  parties,  but  have  made  orders  from  time  to  time, 
taking  advantage  of  the  market  as  to  prices,  and  not  confining 
orders  to  any  one  unless  it  proved  of  advantage  to  the  house," 
was  given  in  answer  to  a  request  for  a  copy  of  contracts  for  paper. 
It  was  strictly  true  in  every  particular,  and  as  to  the  result  of  my 
management  in  this  regard,  I  refer  you  to  Mr.  Kilbreth's  report. 

The  attempt  on  page  3  to  make  a  case  of  falsehood  is  founded 
alone  on  my  statement  that  we  were  dealing  mostly  with  manu- 
facturers, and  it  seems  strange  that  Dr.  Lanahan  did  not  drop  that 
pait  from  liis  report,  when  it  Avas  brought  out  in  the  sworn  testimony 
of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Campbell,  Hall  &  Co.,  and  of  Mr.  Bartow,  that 
they  sent  for  Mr.  Porter  and  employed  him  to  act  for  them  in  the 
matter  of  procuring  orders,  and  that  they  paid  him  for  his  serv- 
ices. In  all  the  business  of  Mr.  Porter  which  he  did  for  Camp- 
bell, Hall  &  Co.,  he  was  not  known  except  as  their  accredited 
agent,  and  was  treated  as  such  by  all  the  parties ;  and  the  state- 
ment that  Campbell,  Hall  &  Co.  said  that  "  the  percentage  which 
was  paid  to  Porter  was  added  to  the  price  they  would  have  sold 
at  to  the  Concern,"  has  been  contradicted  in  the  testimony  above 
referred  to. 

I  never  said,  as  charged  on  page  4,  "I  thought  Mr.  Porter  was 
a  clerk  of  the  New  York  firm,"  meaning  Campbell,  Hall  &  Co. 
What  I  did  say  was,  that  as  far  as  our  dealings  with  Mr.  Porter 
were  concei-ned,  in  respect  to  Campbell,  Hall  &  Co.,  he  acted,  as  I 
understood  it,  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk  for  that  house,  and  subse- 
quent testimony  shows  that  my  understanding  was  correct.  I 
most  emphatically  deny  that  there  was  any  motive  or  desire  on 
my  part  to  conceal  any  matter  connected  with  the  business,  be- 
cause I  believed  it  to  be  straightforward  and  legitimate,  and  I 
knew  that  the  Concern  was  being  well  served  by  the  course  pur- 
sued, as  all  the  examinations  and  evidence  taken  in  the  case  fully 
demonstrate;  and  as  to  the  conversations  said  to  have  passed  be- 
tween us,  Ids  word  must  be  received  against  mine.  The  whole 
thing  has  been  put  in  a  shape  by  Dr.  Lanahan  to  suit  his  purpose. 
In  a  former  statement  he  said,  in  pretending  to  give  what  passed 
at  one  of  the  interviews  between  us,  that  "  I  began  to  cry."  Evi- 
denth'^  feeling,  with  a  sober  second  thought,  that  he  had  gone  too 
far,  and  was  imposing  too  much  upon  the  credulity  of  the  public, 
he  failed  to  mention  it  in  his  last  report.  The  most  charitable 
course,  in  view  of  his  errors  in  repeating  words  and  conversation, 
would  be  to  charge  the  same  to  the  account  of  defective  memory.'' 
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I  pass  over  the  anonymous  letters  from  Boston,  and  simply  refer 
you  to  the  letter  of  S.  D.  Warren,  (v|uoted  by  Mr.  Kilbretli,) 
showinix  that  the  Book  Concern  bought  of  that  house  at  less  price 
than  their  other  customers. 

3.  I  deny  that  Mi-.  Porter  enjoyed  a  monopoly  of  the  purchase  of 
paper  for  the  Book  Concern — by  a  ]>rivate  arrangement  with 
Goodenough — and  that  Goodenough  was  anxious  to  conceal  it,  as 
stated  on  page  6.  On  the  contrary,  not  a  pound  of  paper  was 
ever  bought  for  the  Concern  except  on  a  written  order  by  me,  and 
the  pricL'  was  determined  in  advance,  and  was  made  to  conform  to 
the  lowest  market  rates,  except  in  a  few  cases  of  small  lots  of  odd 
size  or  quality.  Mr.  Porter  was  on  a  par  with  every  other  dealer, 
except  that  he  had  proposed,  and  was  allowed,  to  devote  special 
attention  to  procuring  goods  on  the  best  terms  for  the  Concern. 
I  constantly  encouraged  competition,  and  received  and  noted  the 
proposals  of  other  parties,  and  did  not  gice  orders  to  Mr.  Porter 
unless  his  terms  were  as  low  as  the  low^est.  The  monopoly,  so 
called,  was  simply  the  ability  to  undersell  others. 

I  will  repeat  once  more  that  Mr.  Porter  was  never  employed  by 
the  Book  Concern,  and  never  received  one  cent  from  the  house  for 
any  service  rendered.  All  the  bcnetit  he  ever  had  w%as  in  profits 
or  commissions  as  a  dealer,  Avhich  were  made  out  of  the  manufac- 
turers by  their  agreement  and  consent,  which,  as  it  appears,  were 
sometimes  large  ;  but  during  the  high  prices  of  war  times,  and 
subsequently,  the  profits  of  raanufactureis  were  enormous,  and  we 
suppose  they  could  atlbrd  liberal  terms  with  brokers  and  commis- 
sion dealers.  This  was  a  matter  Avith  which  we  had  nothing  to 
do.  I  submit  the  question  whether,  if  Mr.  Porter  presented  sam- 
ples of  goods  with  prices  more  favorable  than  others,  it  was  not  a 
duty  to  make  purchases  of  him,  though  his  father  was  Assistant 
Agent  ? 

Why  did  Dr.  Lanahan  fail  to  give  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Parker,  a  manufocturer  at  New  Haven,  who,  before  the  Book 
Committee,  established  the  fact  that  the  Concern  was  purchasing 
below  the  market  price  ?  This  omission  is  as  nnfair  as  that  ot  his 
introducing  the  matter  of  Mr.  Hotfman's  purchasing  black  velvet, 
when,  as  he  says,  "  I  showed  the  bills  to  Dr.  Carlton,  and  to  the 
clerks  in  the  store,  who  said  they  had  never  seen  the  books  of  the 
house  so  bound."  Why  did  he  not  add  that  a  book  so  bound  loas 
foimd  and  shown  to  the  Book  Committee?  Or  the  case  of  Mr. 
Magee's  statement,  which  he  spread  out  in  his  report  as  though  it 
had  not  been  explained  by  Mr.  Magee  himself,  and  made  to 
harmonize,  in  every  essential  particular,  with  the  books  of 
the  Concern.  These  are  only  samples  of  unfiirness  on  his  part, 
to  say  the  least,  and  they  go  to  show  how  unreliable  his  state- 
ments are. 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  seems  strange  that  Dr.  Lanahan  did  not 
introduce  the  item  of  $22,000  deHciency  which  he  declared  existed 
in  the  wages  account  of  the  Piinting  Department,  which,  by  the 
testimony  of  his  own  expert,  was  att'erward  reduced  to  two  cents, 
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and  this  had  occurred  by  raistakins:  a  figuro  seven  for  a  nine. 
This  was  the  only  error  found  after  a  careful  examination  of  some 
th|irty  thousand  items  of  wages,  running  through  a  period  of  six 
y0ars;  and  yet  there  are  witnesses  who  will  Tesnfy  that  Dr.  Lana- 
hftn  went  about  declaring  that  I  had  "  robbed  the  Concern  of 
$22,000,  that  he  had  the  docnments  to  demonstrate  it,  and  that  it 
■yv'as  as  clear  as  the  snn  in  the  heavens." 

4.  With  regard  to  the  other  letters,  without  signatures,  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Lanahan,  dated  at  Boston  and  New  York,  and 
whith  are  from  the  houses  of  S.  D.  Warren,  and  Campbell,  Hall 
&  Co.,  I  will  only  say  that,  considered  in  the  light  of  the  sioorn 
testimony  of  Mr.  Warren  and  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  firm  of  Camp- 
bell, Hall  &  Co.,  they  fall  to  the  ground  as  worthless — especially 
when  taking  into  consideration  the  circumstances  and  pressure 
undfr  which  they  were  obtained. 

5.  On  page  19  reference  is  made  to  my  giving  time  and  atten- 
tion to  outside  spectilations,  and  three  petroleum  companies  are 
named  in  which  I  am  made  to  figure,  and  the  impression  is  sought 
to  be  conveyed  that  I  devoted  much  time  to  these  matters,  neg- 
lecting my  dnty  to  the  Book  Concern.  As  to  the  oil  companies 
mentioned,  what  little  time  I  ever  gave  to  them  did  not  in  any 
way  interfere  with  my  office  duties;  while  the  "traveling"  on 
their  account,  though  little,  was  taken  by  me  from  summer  vaca- 
tions to  which  I  was  entitled.  Why  should  I  be  censured  for  a 
practice  in  which  many  of  our  ministers  engage  to  better  their 
worldly  prospects  and  condition,  if,  as  I  claim,  my  office  duties 
were  never  neglected  ?  Must  they  of  necessity  neglect  their 
pastoral  duties  in  carrying  to  a  successful  issue  some  outside  finan- 
cial operation  ?  This  attack  Avas  most  malicious,  and  I  suggest 
that  all  the  parties  implicated  be  rigidly  examined  as  to  whether 
any  official  obligation  was  neglected  in  consequence  of  attention 
to  those  matters.  I  am  willing  to  compare  my  record  with  Dr. 
Lanahan's,  that  it  may  be  seen  which  has  done  the  more  to  pro- 
mote tite  interests  of  the  Book  Concern. 

6.  Statement  5  purports  to  give  the  figures  of  saving  to  the 
Concern  on  the  issue  of  periodicals  "  after  Porters  monopoly  was 
broken  up  and  the  paper  was  hought  directly  by  myself,"  says 
Dr.  Lanahan.  I  admit  that  several  dealers  came  down  in  their 
prices,  imder  a  pressure^  for  tlie  time  being  ;  but  this  was  more 
than  neutralized  by  the  lots  of  inferior  paper  and  worthless  ink 
pm-chased  by  Dr.  Lanahan,  and  the  contract  which  he  made  with 
a  broker,  or  middle  man,  for  135,000  worth  of  paper,  on  a  falling 
market,  and  which,  within  a  few  weeks,  could  have  been  pur- 
chased at  much  lower  rates.  The  market  was  "fluctuating" — 
his  statement  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Every  point  I 
ha\e  made  I  am  prepared  to  sustain  by  ample  proof 

Inasmuch  as  Dr.  Lanahan  has  instituted  a  comparison  of  his 
operations  and  those  of  mine,  and  has  given  figures  that  amount 
to  nothing  when  all  the  facts  are  known,  let  us  see,  in  the  light  of 
the  following  statement,  how  much  there  is  in  his  assumption  of 
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saving.     Dr.    Lanahan   gave   orders   to   Campbell,   Hall    &  Co., 
tlirough  Mr.  Bartow,  broker^  as  follows  : 

June  29,  1869,  50,000  pounds  of  extra  superfine  calendered  paper,  at  18^ 

cents  per  pound. 
June  29,  1869,  50,000  pounds  of  superfine  calendered,  at  17^  cents. 
June  28,  1869,  100,000  pounds  superfine  Chelsea,  at  17  cents. 

The  Concern  had  been  paying,  through  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  19^  cents  for  paper  like  the  first  named,  but,  during  the 
summer,  prices  w^ent  down,  on  the  average,  one  cent  a  pound ;  so 
that  his  order  was,  in  relation  to  the  current  price,  just  what  had 
been  paid  for  the  grade  of  paper  in  question. 

The  100,000  poimds  ordered  at  17  cents  was  not  as  good  as 
that  furnished  formerly  by  S.  D.  Warren  at  that  price,  to  say 
nothing  about  the  decline  in  the  market ;  and  paper  quite  equal 
could  have  been  bought,  within  a  few  weeks,  for  16  cents  per 
pound,  even  under  the  assumed  disadvantage  of  buying  it  through 
a  broker. 

During  the  war,  anticipating  a  rise  in  prices,  I  ordered  in 
August,  1865,  500  reams  of  news  paper,  at  17  cents  per  pound; 
and  in  September,  500  reams,  at  20  cents.  The  price  soon  went 
up  to  23  cents.  About  the  same  time  I  engaged  over  1,000  reams 
of  book  papers  at  from  17  to  19  cents  per  pound,  and  the  price 
rose  to  26  and  27  cents  within  a  short  time. 

In  August  of  the  same  year  I  engaged  400  reams  of  superfine 
supercalendered  paper  at  25  cents  per  pound,  and  400  in  Septem- 
ber at  32|  cents ;  and  while  taking  iu  these  papers  the  price  ad- 
vanced to  3.3  cents.  The  saving  to  the  Concern  on  these  pur- 
chases was  estimated  at  the  time  to  be  between  $7,000  and  §8,000. 
On  a  declining  market  the  Concern  was  fortunate  in  making  small 
orders  and  keeping  a  limited  stock  on  hand. 

Feeling  determined,  if  possible,  to  have  every  matter  connected 
with  my  superintendency  and  doings  investigated,  on  the  4th  of 
January,  1870,  I  addressed  a  communication  to  Dr.  Lanahan,  in 
which  i  made  the  following  proposition : 

Let  a  number  of  competent  and  disinterested  persons  be  chosen,  by  mutual 
agreement,  to  ascertain  what  prices  were  paid  for  paper,  during  ilie  last  ten 
years,  by  Appleton  &  Co.,  Harper  &  Brothers,  Carter  &  Brothers,  C.  Scribner  & 
Co.,  The  American  Bible  Societj-,  The  American  Tract  Society,  Tlie  American  Sun- 
day-School Union,  and  any  other  publishers  in  New  York,  or  elsewhere  if 
desired,  and  then  make  a  full  examination  of  the  books  and  bills  at  the  Methodise 
Book  Concern  for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  any  amount  that  can  be  found 
that  the  Concern  paid  more  than  the  average  price  by  the  above-named  pub- 
lishing houses  for  the  same  grades  of  paper  1  will  pay  to  you— if,  on  tlie  other 
hand,  you  will  personally  agree  to  pay  to  me  the  amount  I  saved  to  the  Concern  by 
purcliases  at  prices  below  those  paid  b}--  these  parties  and  below  the  market 
price,  when  the  goods  came  to  hand.  1  make  this  proposition  with  a  view  to  let 
the  facU  come  before  the  public,  as  well  as  to  allay  the  excitement  occasioned  by 
the  newspaper  reports  of  "  great  frauds  and  defalcations  in  the  Methodist  Book 
Concern."  I  know  of  no  fairer  way  to  test  tiie  case,  and  am  willing  to  risk  every 
dollar  1  have  in  the  world  on  the  issue.  More  than  this,  some  of  my  friends  have 
volunteered  to  stand  security  for  a  faithful  performance  of  this  agreement  on  my 
part  to  any  amount  required. 


1872.]  Memorial  of  S.  J.  Goodenough.  681 

This  letter  came  back  to  me  the  next  day.  It  had  been  opened, 
but  on  it  was  written  "  returned  unread." 

I  now  renew  the  proposition,  and  will  furnish  bonds  to  fulfill  its 
provisions. 

I  will  mention  the  following  incident  to  show  the  apparent  des- 
peration of  Dr.  Lanahan  to  tind  something  to  hold  against  some- 
body, and  the  means  adopted  to  effect  his  object.  A  few  weeks 
fiince  Dr.  Lanahan  made  an  affidavit  to  the  Superior  Court,  in 
which  he  set  forth  that  Daniel  Denhani,  Jr.,  wns  an  important  wit- 
ness in  the  suit  of  Goodenough  against  Lannhan  ;  and  that,  from 
information  and  belief ,  Mr.  Denham  was  about  to  leave  the  State 
of  N'eio  York,  and  could  not  be  had  at  the  trial  of  the  suit.  The 
examination  resulted  in  the  presentation,  by  Dr.  Lanahan,  of  a 
bill  of  Mnjor  &  Knapp,  in  1865,  for  §90,  for  printing  and  binding 
2,000  blank  checks,  and  a  canceled  chec-k  in  payment  of  the  same. 
The  testimony  showed  that  a  book  with  thnt  number  of  checks 
was  received,  but  that  they  were  rebound  in  three  books,  and  of 
course  he  did  not  find  2,000  in  one  book.  No  case,  however,  was 
made  against  Major  &  Knapp,  the  Agents,  or  Mr.  Denham  ;  but 
to  his  mind  it  was  evidently  a  case  of  fraud,  and  he  adopted  the 
extraordinary  course  mentioned  to  ferret  it  out,  though  a  single 
question  put  to  Mr.  Denham  would  have  led  to  an  explanation. 
On  the  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Denham  it  appeared  tliat  he  was 
cashier  at  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  ;  that  he  hail  not  been 
absent  from  his  place  a  day  since  July  last ;  that  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  leaving  the  State,  except  to  go  to  his  home  in  Elizabeth, 
N.  J.,  after  the  labors  of  the  day  ;  neither  had  he  told  Dr.  Lana- 
han, or  any  one  else,  that  he  intended  to  leave  the  State,  and  he 
knew  no  reason  why  he  could  not  be  present  at  the  trial  of  the 
suit.  What  all  this  had  to  do  with  my  suit  for  slander  and  libel 
we  failed  to  see. 

As  showing  the  inspiring  cause  of  the  course  pursued  by  Dr. 
Lanahan  to  break  up  the  "  monopoly  of  Mr.  Porter,"  as  he  terms 
it,  I  can  put  the  Committee  of  the  General  Conference  on  the 
track  for  investigating  a  matter  which  might  throw  some  light  on 
his  motives — whether,  while  he  was  moving  to  get  rid  of  Mr. 
Porter  and  myself,  he  was  not  trying  to  procure  a  position  for  his 
own  son  as  a  partner  in  the  paper  business.  You  may  draw  your 
own  inference.  If  desired,  the  names  of  the  parties  who  can 
furnish  information  will  be  forthcoming. 

My  suit  against  Dr.  Lanahan  in  the  civil  courts  is  for  slander 
and  libel — much  more  aggravating  than  any  thing  contained  in 
his  report.  The  terms  used,  as  set  forth  in  the  "  complaint,"  are 
such  as  would  shock  the  moral  sense  of  the  General  Conference. 
How  the  minority  of  the  Book  Committee  were  betrayed  into  an 
intimation  that  tlie  funds  of  the  Book  Concern  were  being  used  to 
defray  tlie  expenses  of  that  suit  I  cannot  imagine.  I  simply  say 
that  not  one  farthing  has  been  gioeti  or  promised  by  any  party 
connected  with  the  Book  Concern. 

I  now  leave  the  case  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Conference  and 


682  Journal  of  the  Oeneral  Conference.  Ll872. 

its  Committee,  feelinj?  assured  that  justice  will  be  done  to  all  the 
parties  connected  with  this  imhappy  controversy ;  and  wliile  I 
cannot  deny  that  the  persistent  attempts  to  injure  me,  and  the 
scenes  throuirh  wliicli  I  have  passed,  have  been  deeply  palnfnl  and 
afflictive,  I  still  have  a  firm  reliance  upon  that  overruling  Provi- 
dence which  educes  good  from  ill,  and  is  a  tower  of  strength  in 
thje  day  of  advei'sity.  S.  J.  Goodenough. 

New  York,  May  13,  1872. 


48, — Journal,  page  279. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT  OF  JOHN  A.  GUNN. 

Rev.  Dr.  Carlton  : 

Sir, — As  you  desired,  in  view  of  the  then  approaching  session 
of.  the  Book  Committee,  to  kno-w  the  conclusions  wliich  thus  far 
in  my  investigation  of  the  accounts  of  the  Book  Concern  I  had 
reached,  befure  it  was  possible  for  me  to  submit  in  intelligible 
form  the  evidence  upon  which  those  conclusions  were  based,  I  beg 
now  to  place  in  your  hands  the  following  report,  supplementary 
to  that  of  the  26th  ult. 

I  said  in  my  former  report  that  the  book-keeping  of  the  Concern 
was  in  several  specified  particidars  defective. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  state  in  detail  the  evidence  which 
justified  many  of  these  specifications,  as  it  can  be  appreciated 
only  by  an  inspection  of  the  books. 

It  will,  liowever,  of  course,  be  understood  that  I  had  no  refer- 
ence to  the  system  used — that  of  double  entry,  which  the  com- 
meicial  world  recognizes  as  the  only  proper  system.  This  system 
has  reference  only  to  the  final  recoi-d  of  transactions  in  the'  form 
of  accounts  upon  the  ledger,  and  such  record  is  determined  by- 
principles  w  hich  are  in\  ariable,  and  therefore  applicable  to  trans- 
actions of  every  possible  variety,  and  under  all  circumstances  : 
there  can  be  but  one  system  of  double  entry. 

As  transactions  appear  in  the  ledger  accounts  only  in  skeleton, 
the  necessity  exists  for  the  use  of  subsidiary  books  upon  which 
the  details  essential  to  their  understanding  may  be  recorded,  and 
these  are  in  Ibira  such  as  experience  has  indicated,  or  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  accountant  may  determine  to  be  best  adapted  to  the 
nature  of  such  details  and  the  peculiarities  of  the  business.  What- 
ever latitude,  however,  may  l)e  allowable  in  form,  and  whatever  di- 
versity of  opinion  in  any  instance  as  to  their  fitness,  it  is  obvious  that 
these  books  should  be  oi  surh  form  that  the  original  record  Avill  be 
sufficiently  full  and  intelligible  to  atibrd  the  requisite  information. 

I  have  said  that  those  of  the  Book  Concern  are  in  this  respect 
defective,  and,  to  illustrate  my  meaning,  refer  you  to  the  Cash- 
book,  a  page  of  which,  omitting  personal  names,  is  annexed.     Its 
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peculiarities  are  apparent  on  the  surfnce.  On  it  are  recorded, 
promiscuously,  both  receipts  and  disbursements  of  cash  and  mis- 
cellaneous journal  entries,  the  latter  adapted  to  the  usage  of  a 
proper  Cash-book;  that  is,  the  credit  accounts  on  the  left  liand 
and  the  debit  accounts  on  the  right  hand,  so  that  it  would  be  read 
"Consignment  to  Pittsburgh"  by  "Pittsburgh  Depository"  in- 
stead of  "Pittsburgh  Depository"  to  "Consignment  to  Pitts- 
burgh," a  reversal  of  usage  not  of  course  fatal,  but  adapted  to  lead 
to  error  in  footing. 

The  debit  and  credit  of  the  journal  entries  being  equal  in 
amoiuit,  obviously  the  difference  between  the  agr/regates  of  these 
combined  cash  and  journal  entries  is  the  balance  of  cnsh.  These 
aggregates  are  then  posted  to  an  aci-oiint  on  the  ledger,  which, 
although  entitled  "  Cash,"  gives  no  account  of  the  ca^^h  other  than 
that  already  apparent  in  the  Cash-/>6»oZ',  that  is,  the  balance  of 
cash  on  hand — no  information  whatever,  should  it  be  necessary, 
can  be  derived  from  it  as  to  the  amowit  either  received  or  dis- 
bursed in  any  given  period,  as  the  aggregates  are  in  excess  of  the 
cash  by  the  sum  of  the  journal  entries.  It  has  been  said  that  a 
Cash-book  similar  to  this  is  used  in  banks,  but  it  differs  essentially. 
In  banks,  tlie  transactions  being  almost  exclusively  cash  transac- 
tions, occasional  miscellaneous  entries  are  sometimes,  for  conven- 
ience, made  upon  the  same  book,  Ijut  sejxtrately — not  in  the  same 
column,  footed  into  one  sum,  and  then  posted  to  the  cash  account. 

These  remarks,  however,  have  no  reference  to  the  cashier's  de- 
partment, but  only  to  the  manner  in  Avhich  the  transactions  of 
this  department  are  recorded  upon  the  books  of  the  Concern.  I 
concur  with  Mr.  Kilbreth  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  the  system  upon  which  that  department  is  at  present  man- 
aged can  be  improved. 

I  referred  in  my  Report  to  a  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  manner 
of  keeping  some  of  the  accounts.  If,  as  in  Avhat  is  known  upon 
the  ledger  as  "  Periodical  Account,"  an  amount  is  in  successive 
years  used  under  the  same  title  for  different  purposes  without 
notice  or  explanation,  it  needs  no  accountant  to  see  that  the  record 
must  be  unintelligible  ;  and  so,  too,  if,  with  each  entry,  there  be 
not  reference,  whether  in  figure  or  phrase,  to  the  balancing  account, 
which  renders  it  accessible,  it  is  obvious  that  otherwise  needless 
labor  is  necessitated. 

Absolute  observance  of  the  cardinal  principle  of  double  entry — 
equal  debit  and  credit  for  every  transaction — is  essential  to  the 
integrity  of  the  record.  This  can  be  assured  only  by  the  test  of 
the  trial  balance ;  and  if  error  then  disclosed  is  allowed  to  remain 
without  discovery,  the  trustworthiness  of  the  record  is  destroyed, 
for,  although  the  error  disclosed  be  apparently  small,  there  is  no 
certainty  that  it  is  not  large. 

As  evidence  that  amounts  have  been  carried  to  Profit  and  Loss 
without  proper  adjustment,  and  without  intelligible  explanation,  I 
refer  you  to  the  Depository  accounts,  by  which  it  appears  that  in 
1866  there  was  placed  to  the  debit  of  Profit  and  Loss  upon  only  an 
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estimate  of  probable  eiTor,  not  after  the  amount  of  error  had  been 
definitely  ascertained,  the  sum  of  $76,528  31,  the  only  explanation 
being  "for  errors  in  Depository  sales;"  and  that  in  nearly  every 
successive  year  these  accounts  have  been  closed  "  by  profit  and 
loss  "  for  clifFerences  between  the  books  of  the  Agents  and  those 
of  the  Concern,  not  after,  but  xcithoat  adjustment,  and  without 
such  explanation  on  the  books  as  would  enable  one  not  acquainted 
with  the  facts  to  see  the  propriety  of  the  entry. 

I  have  seen  a  copy  of  the  "  Report "  which  has  been  prepared 
for  you  to  submit  to  the  approaching  General  Conference,  and 
to  some  matters  therein  it  seems  proper  for  me  to  direct  your 
attention. 

I.  On  page  3  there  is  a  statement  of  "  Sales  and  profits  for  the  four  years  end- 
ing Xoveniber  30.  1871."  The  profits  staled  are  not  profits  on  sales  only,  but 
profits  on  the  whole  business  of  the  Concern  in  all  its  departments ;  and  </  these 
onl}'  the  ntt  profit,  that  is,  the  amount  which  remained  after  the  payment  of  all 
losses  and  expenses. 

1.  These  tiet  profits  on  the  whole  business  are  not  given  as  they  appear  on  the 
ledger. 

Report.  Ledger.  Difference. 

More.  Less. 

1868.  $83,009  03  $81,826  89  $1,682  14 

1869.  60,954  17  193.223  96  $132,269  79 

1870.  68,081  05  82,683  41  14.602  36 

1871.  63,095  92  104,145  77  41,049  85 

$275,140  17      Net  profit....  $461,380  03  $187,922  00 

1.682  14 

Deducting   amt.  from  

'^Miss.  Society"  of  $186,239  86 

M.  E.  Church,  South      35,215  02  35.215  02 

"  Net  earnings  " .  $426,165  01     Difference  $151,024  84 

2.  To  the  amount  which  is  given  as  the  "Net  earumgs"  in  the 

business,  namely $275,140  17 

Adding  tlie  amount  "received  from  Missionary  Society  M.  E. 

Church,  South" 35,215  02 

And  the  amount  said  to  have  been  "not  credited"  in  1867. .  51.739  48 

The  "  Total  Income  "  is  stated  as $362,094  67 

a.  The  amount  so  obtained  is  not  total  income,  but  total  gain. 

b.  If  the  $51,739  48  was  earned  in  1867,  it  is  not  a  part  of  the  profits  of  the 
business  of  the  four  succteding  years. 

The  Report  says  that  this  amount,  "  by  a  clerical  mishap,  was  nut  credited  to  the 
profits  of  1867,  and  got  into  tlie  profits  of  1868." 

Now  tlie  fact  is,  in  the  year  1867  the  real  profit  on  sales,  per  Merchandise  ac- 
count, was  $94,535  50 ;  and,  in  order  to  reduce  the  capital  stock,  the  Capital 
Stock  account  was  debited  'To  Profit  and  Loss,  $54,372  11;"  and  in  the  Profit 
and  Loss  account  the  amount  of  profit  on  merchandise  was  divided  and  credited 

By  merchandise $4i\163  39 

By  stock 54.372  11 

Total  (see  Profit  and  Loss  account) $94,535  50 

This  amount  was  then  deducted  from  the  inventory  of  "  Merchandise  on  iiand," 
and  the  Merchandise  account  was  closed  by  the  amount  of  "  Merchandise  on 
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hand"  as  per  inventory,  $159,969  02,  less  $54,372  n=$105,596  91.  This  re- 
duced amount  of  mercliandise  on  hand  being  carried  forward  at  the  beginning  of 
1868,  the  consequence  was  that  in  the  profit  shown  at  the  dose  of  1868  was  in- 
chided  the  amount  by  which  the  value  of  the  mercliandise  on  liand  at  the  begin- 
ning had  been  wnrferstiited,  and  therefore,  instead  of  its  being  that  '■  by  a  clerical 
■mishap  $51,739  48  was  not  credited  in  the  profits  of  1867,"  the  foct  was  that 
$54,372  11  was  intmtionaUy  deducted  from  the  profits  of  1867,  but  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  it  "got  into  the  profits  of  1868.'"  The  $54,372  11  having  thus  got  into 
the  profits  of  1868,  $51,739  48  o/this  amount  "got  owJ"  again  at  the  close  of  the 
year  by  means  of  deductions,  as  follows,  namely : 

From  inventory  of  merchandise $10,364  59 

bindery 21,073  53 

printing-office 20,301  36 

Total $51,739  48 

And  there  is  shown  afte)-  these  deductions,  and  is  posted  to  the  Profit  and  Loss  account, 
a  profit  of  $176,383  61 ;  that  is,  with  sales  less  in  1867  by  $75,412  31,  a  profit 
greater  Vjy  $136,220  22. 

3.  In  1869,  of  which,  without  comment,  the  profits  are  given  as  $60,954  17, 
the  inventories  being  brought  forward  as  reduced  at  the  close  of  1868.  the  conse- 
quence was  that  again  the  amount  b}'  which  the  value  of  the  property  in  liand  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  had  been  understated  was  included  in  the  profit  on 
sales  shown  at  its  close,  namely,  (per  ledger,)  $187,741  18  ;  there  having  been,  on 
sales  less  than  in  1868  by  S25',282  02,  a  profit  greater  by  $72,723  01:  and  there 
was  in  this  year  a  net  profit  on  the  whole  business  of  (as  above)  $193,223  96. 

Observe:  On  the  Exhibit  of  November  30,  1869,  "the  profits  for  the  year"  are 
given  as  $112,693  65,  and  there  is  as  foliows :  "Note. — Of  the  above  profits, 
$51,739  48  were  earned  last  year" — not  in  1867,  as  stated  in  the  Report — 
"  though  not  shown  by  the  E.xhibit ;  leaving  the  actual  profits  $60,954  17."  But, 
according  to  the  ledger,  the  net  profit  was  $193,223  96;  and  if,  as  according  to 
the  note,  $51,739  48  of  this  amount  should  have  appeared  on  the  ledger  in  1868 
but  did  not,  it  is  deducted  from  $193,223  96,  we  have  "  the  profits  for  the  year" 
1869  (that  i.s,  net  profit)  $141,484  48,  instead  of  $112,693  65,  as  per  Exhibit. 

1871. — The  increase  of  capital  is  stated  (page  6)  to  have  been  $69,163  16,  and 
the  gross  earnings  from  sales  (page  6)  to  have  been  $63,095  92;  whereas,  per 
ledger,  the  gjoss  earnings  from  sales  were  $136,240  31;  and,  with  sales  more 
than  in  1870  by  $35,884  26,  there  was  a  profit  more  by  only  $2,124  57. 

The  net  profit  was $104,145  77 

Out  of  which  was  paid  by  order  of  the  General  Conference 23, 164  12 

The  mcrease  of  capital  was $80,981  65 

Deducting  from  the  amount  given  as  "Total  Income". .  .$362,094  67 
"Amounts  paid  by  order  of  the  General  Conference  "...    105,413  04 

The  "  Net  amount  added  to  capital "  is  given  as $256,681  63 

But,  according  to  the  ledger. 

The  total  gain  on  ''the  wJwle  business"  was $461,380  03 

There  was  "  Paid  by  order,"  etc 107,846  70 

And  the  "Net  amount  added  to  capital"  from  profit  on  business  was    353,533  33 

Difference  between  Report  and  ledger $96,851  70 

II.  The  Report  says,  on  page  4,  "  in  the  Exhibits  of  the  latter  (Western  Book 
Concern)  the  property  was  estimated  at  its  cost  or  cash  value ;  whereas,  in  those 
of  the  former  (New  York  Book  Concern)  a  reduction  had  from  time  to  time  been 
made  in  the  real  estate,  and  the  discount  on  debts  due  from  others  had  been  in- 
creased from  20  to  33^  per  cent.     A  portion  also  of  the  stock  and  machinery  con- 
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tinue<ito  appear  in  tlie  inventories  at  prices  which  obtained  before  the  war,  although 
costing,  and  being  worth,  nearly  double  the  amount  expressed."  That  "it  became 
necessar}'  that  the  Kxliibits  of  "both  houses  should  be  made  upon  tiie  same  basis," 
and  Uiat  an  '"Exhibit  upon  the  basis  of  valuation  which  obtained  before  the  reduc- 
tion of  prices  referred  lo  was  prepared  and  presented  to  the  Book  Committee,  then 
in  session,  who  approved  it." 

The  Exhibit  now  referred  to,  that  of  1869,  made  the  following  additions  to  the 
assets  of  tlie  Concern,  namely: 

"  L  By  restoring  the  former  estimated  value  of  real  estate.  $113,349  20 
"2.  By  restoriiig  the  former  estimated  value  of  books, 

sheet  stock,  machinery,  and  materials 72.765  44 

"3.  By  changing  the  discount  on  debts  due  the  Concern 

from  33^  to  25  per  cent 21,811   GO 

"  Total  increase  cf  the  estimated  cash  value  of  real  and  personal "  $207,926  24 

But  observe : 

1.  As  the  assets  are  supposed  to  be  all  shown  on  the  Exliibit  as  they 
appear  on  the  ledger,  that  is,  at  tlieir  mniiiwl  value,  the  discount  staled 
is  only  an  indication  of  their  estimated  real  value ;  7-ediicini/  this  discount 
from  33^  to  20  per  cent,  was  not  an  "  addition  to  the  assets,"  but 
merely  the  expression  of  a  more  favorable  estimate  of  their  value; 
therefore  the  ''Total  Increase,"  etc.,  was  less  than  the  amount  stated 

by  the  amcmnt  of  "  Discount,"  namely 21,811  60 

•which  is  the  precise  amount  that  was  added  on  November  30,  1869. .  $186,114  64 

2.  That  "the  former  estimated  value  of  real  estate"  was  not  "re- 
stored"— $113,349  20 — but  that  the  valuation  of  real  estate  was 
increased  as  follows,  namely : 

Propertvin  Mulberry-st.  from  $70,000  00  to  $150,000  00=$80,000  00 
Property  in  San  Francisco  from  20,000  00  to  48,000  00=  28,000  00 
Property  in  Pittsburgh  from        24,650  80  to      35,000  00=     5,349  20 

Total $113,349  20 

while  the  real  estate  on  which  "a  reduction  had  from  time  to  time 
been  made  "  was  as  follows,  namely : 

Propertv  in  Mulberry-street,  in  1858,  $17,321  54,  in  1862, 

$31,860  30 $49,181  84 

House  in  Seventh-street,  in  1862  (sold  May  11,  1863) 2,500  00 

House  in  Sixth-street,  in  1862  (sold  November  18,  1864). .  2,000  00 

Property  in  Biughamton,  in  1862  (sold  November  14,  1867)  452  00 

Property  in  Michigan,  in  1862  (sold  November  14,  1867). .  1,006  00 

Property  in  Jefferson,  in  1862  (sold  April  17,  1868) 785  07 

Property  in  Hamilton,  in  1862 100  00 

So  that  there  was  reitored  the  amount  of  former  "  reductions  ". . . .    $56,024  91 

and  real  estate  was  increased  beyond  its  "former  estimated  value  ". .    $57,324  29 

3.  In  regard  to  the  addition  "  by  restoring  the  former  estimated  value 
of  books,  machinery,"  etc.,  that  is, 

By  increasing  the  valuation  of  merchandise  on  hand $61,365  44 

By  increasing  the  valuation  of  "  presses  " 11,400  00 

Total $72,765  44 


Observe:  (1.)  That  the  reason  assigned  for  such  increased  valuation,  namely, 
that  there  existed  discrepancies  to  the  extent  of  "  nearly  double  the  amount  ex- 
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pressed  "  between  the  real  value  of  Die  property  of  the  Concern  and  tliat  slxawn  in 
the  inventories,  which  are  the  bases  upon  wliicii  profits  are  estimated,  forcibly 
ilkistrates  tiie  practical  impossibility  of  ascertaining  tlie  actual  worth  of  the  Con- 
cern wiiliout  a  careful  revaluation  and  scrutiny  of  its  assets  and  liabilities. 

(2.)  That,  however  desirable  s\icli  increased  valuation  may  have  been  in  1869, 
the  necessity  for  it  seems  soon  to  have  passed,  for  in  1870  the  "addition  to  tlio 
assets"  by  "restoring  the  former  estimated  value  of  presses  " — $11,400 — was  ctr- 
tainli/  subtracted  again  by  a  rtduction  in  the  value  of  "  presses  "  of  tlie  same  amonni; 
and  that  the  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  remainder  also  disappeared  is  at  least  piobabl', 
from  the  fact  that  in  1870,  on  sales  less  than  in  1869  by  only  $5,545  43,  tlie  profit 
shown  was  less  by  $114,990  881 

In  Mr.  Kilbreth's  Report  to  the  Book  Committee  there  are  also 
some  matters  to  which  it  is  proper  for  me  to  advert, 

"I  have  personally  examined  the  methods  of  book-keeping  in  use  in  the  Book 
Concern,  and  the  condition  of  its  business  as  therein  set  forth.  My  conclusion  is 
that  the  business  is  not  in  a  confused  or  chaotic,  but  in  a  decidedly  understandable 
shape,  and  that  it  is  not  difficult  to  learn  the  true  state  of  affairs  from  the  books." — 
Page  44. 

As  I  have,  in  my  Report,  expressed  conclusions  diametrically  opposite  to  those 
stated  in  the  above  extract,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that  Mr.  Kilbreth,  surely, 
cannot  intend  it  to  be  understood  that  he  has  ''personally  examined"  the  accounts 
in  the  ledger,  which  I  have  had  in  daily  and  constant  use  until  quite  recently.  In- 
deed, that  gentleman  himself  informed  me  that  "  he  did  not  intend  to  cast  up  ac- 
counts, but  only  to  make  a  general  examination,  especially  of  Dr.  Lanahan's  more 
serious  charges  in  reference  to  the  Bindery  and  Printing-office." 

It  will  be  obvious  that  the  extreme  diversity  of  our  conclusions  arises  from  the 
fact  that  those  expressed  by  Mr.  Kilbreth  were  reached  without  personal  examina- 
tion of  the  accounts  upon  tlie  ledger,  while  those  stated  in  my  Report  embody  the 
results  of  a  very  careful  "personal  examination"  of  those  accounts  extending 
through  a  period  of  nearly  a  year  and  a  half. 

"  Within  the  last  five  years  I  see  no  good  reason  to  complain  of  the  general  sys- 
tem of  accounts,  or  the  general  accuracy  and  care  with  which  the  books  iiave  been 
kept." — Page  44. 

"The  business  entries  of  the  years  1862  and  1864,  including  also  the  Bindery 
and  Periodical  accounts  of  1861.  of  which  they  speak  on  page  2,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted are  totally  inexcusable  as  specimens  of  accounts.  The  closing  entries  of 
these  years  partake  largely  of  the  arbitrary,  and  are  awkwardly  executed.  Esti- 
mated values,  to  some  extent  justified,  we  must  admit,  by  the  real  or  supposed 
effects  of  the  war  upon  trade,  supplanted  and  modified,  in  irregular  and  not  well-eoo- 
plained  ways,  subsi'iting  figures.  The  work  shows  a  great  lack  of  competency,  and 
presents  really  a  confused  record.  I  do  not  find,  however,  as  a  consequence  of 
these  things,  that  the  Concern  was  made  either  richer  or  poorer.  Its  substance 
was  not  impaired  by  the  careless  clerical  shapes  into  which  it  was  wrought  up. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  the  entry  of  November  30,  1868  (page  3.)  'To  Profit 
and  Loss  for  correction  of  error.'^,  $54,372  11,'  which  we  must  admit  was  not  a 
very  felicitous,  thougli  doubtless  an  honest,  attempt  to  correct  the  closing  entries  of 
the  former  j-ears."— Page  45. 

In  1861  and  1862  the  books  were  kept  by  Mr.  Simpson,  in  1864  bv  Mr.  Partridge, 
and  from  1866  to  1871  by  Mr.  Grant. 

In  1861  there  was  an  interlineation  of  $10,964  in  the  Periodical  Account;  but 
it  should  be  understood  that  the  accounts  of  the  Periodical  Department  are  not  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  book-keeper  of  the  Concern,  that  he  could  not  have  had 
personal  knowledge  of,  and  therefore  was  not  responsible  for,  tl^e  propriety  of  the 
entry,  and  must  have  acted  under  instructions  in  making  it.  The  book  on  which 
the  original  entry  should  be  found  is  said  to  be  lost. 

So  also  as  to  the  closing  entries  of  1862,  the  date  at  which  radical  changes  were 
made  in  the  manner  of  keeping  several  of  the  accoimls.  That  the  books  were  iu 
confusion  is  unquestionable;  but  in  this  instance  also  it  is  difficult  to  fix  the  rs- 
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sponsibility  for  such  confusion,  becaus©  the  leaf  upon  which  sliould  be  found  the 
original  records  pertaining  to  these  closing  entries  has  been  romoved  from  the  Trial 
Balance-book. 

It  is  also  due  to  Mr.  Partridge  to  say  that,  while  it  is  true  that  in  1864  the  work 
"presents  a  confused  record,"  Mr.  Kilbreth  furnislics  the  sufBcient  e.xplaiuition  of 
such  confusion  when  he  says  that  "estimated  values,  to  some  extent  jusdtied,  we 
must  admit,  by  tlie  real  or  supposed  effects  of  the  war  upon  trade,  supplanted  and 
modified,  in  irregular  and  not  well-explained  ways,  .subsisting  figures;"  tlmt  i-s, 
the  "  subsisting  figures  "  were  "  supplanted  and  modified  "  in  "  irregular  "  ways, 
which  "partook  largely  of  the  arbitrary."  For  example:  In  186-4  the  Bindery  in- 
ventory, as  made  up  by  the  Superintendent,  amounted  to  $161,641  08;  it  was  so 
reported  to  the  book-keeper,  and  he,  properly,  placed  the  amount  to  the  credit  of 
that  account,  and  closed  the  books  for  the  year,  showing  a  profit  of  $18,908  39. 
Subsequentl_y,  after  the  books  were  closed  and  ruled  off  for  the  year,  the  book- 
keeper learned  that  $23,162  89  had  been  deducted  from  the  original  amount, 
changing  it  to  $138,478  19,  and  that  this  had  been  done  "arbitrarily,"  that  is,  "in 
a  not  well-explained  way,"  for  the  leaf  which  looidd  have  explained  the  change 
was  cut  out  of  the  original  inventory-book.  An  entry  was  made  upon  the  ledger — 
all  that  could  be  done  under  the  circumstances — to  cancel  the  difference  between 
the  amount  originally  placed  on  the  ledger  and  that  shown  in  the  inventory- 
book  a/te?-  "the  subsisting  figures  had  been  in  this  irregular  and  not  well-explained 
way  supplanted  and  modified,"  and  the  entry  which  was  made  did  not  show  lack 
of  competency,  but  was  the  proper  one  to  be  made.  The  book-keeper's  work  was 
correctly  done  Avhen  he  closed  the  books ;  the  record  was  confused  by  the  change 
in  the  footing  of  the  inventory  subsequently  made  by  other  parties,  and  it  is  hardly 
just  to  publish  him  to  the  Church  as  responsible  for  the  consequent  confusion. 

There  ivas  afterward  an  awkward  and  unnecessary  entry,  but  it  did  not  in  the 
least  affect  the  correctness  of  the  books. 

"Witiiin  the  last  five  yeav^i  (1867-1871  inclusive)  I  see  no  good  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  general  system  of  accounts,  or  the  general  accuracy  and  care  with  which, 
the  books  have  been  kept." 

That  is,  indeed,  a  most  extraordinary  statement  I 

The  question  is  not  concerning  the  system  of  accounts — all  admit  that  double 
entry  is  the  proper  system — but  concerning  tiie  practice,  that  is,  the  accuracy  and 
care  with  which  the  books  have  been  kept  under  that  system ;  of  this,  in  the  period 
1867-1871  inchisive,  Mr.  Kilbreth  says  "I  see  no  good  reason  to  complain." 

Truth  compels  me.  Dr.  Carlton,  to  say  precisely  the  reverse;  that  is,  I  deliber- 
ately affirm  that  "within  the  last  five  years"  there  is  more  to  complain  of  in  the 
"practice"  than  in  the  five  pri^vious  jq&t?,;  that  there  are  entries  which  manifest 
both  an  utter  "  want  of  competency  "  and  a  deliberate  purpose  so  to  manipulate  the 
accounts  that  they  shall  convej*  an  incorrect  impression  concerning  the  business. 

Mr.  Kilbretli's  declaration  that  he  did  not  "see"  reason  to  complain  of  such  en- 
tries accords  with  the  fact  above  stated,  namely,  that  he  did  not  personally  and 
carefully  examine  the  accounts  upon  the  ledger;  or  else  implies  that,  while  regard- 
ing such  entries  as  perhaps  "not  very  felicitous,^'  he  is,  nevertheless,  not  disposed 
"to  complain"  when  the  capital  stock  sJiown  upon  the  ledger  is  $54,372  11  less 
than,  according  to  the  Profit  and  Loss  account,  its  true  amount,  and  when,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  it  show  this  amount,  the  accounts  have  been  so  manipulated  that 
they  give  results  entirely  at  variance  with  the  facts. 

In  regard  to  this  entry  of  $.54,372  11  in  Capital  Stock  account,  on  November 
30,  1867,  Mr.  Kilbreth  says:  "Any  credit  to  Profit  and  Loss  made  prior  to  the 
time  for  closing  the  books,  and  having  its  corresponding  debit,  as  it  must,  to  some 
account  other  than  Stock  account,  necessarilj'  shows  in  the  Profit  and  Loss  ac- 
count as  a  profit.  But  a  credit  to  Profit  and  Los.s,  when  charged,  as  in  this  case 
t.)  Stock  Account,  is  simply  the  forgiveness  of  a  debt  due  by  Profit  and  Loss,  and 
is  entered  as  a  hss,  not  as  Mr.  Gouge  says,  as  a  profit.  It  is  a  charge  assumed  by 
the  proprietor  (Stock),  and  by  a  reduction  of  the  Capital,  Profit  and  Loss  is  to  that 
extent  set  free!  "  The  meaning  of  this  extraordinary  elucidation  of  the  mystery 
of  double  entry  is  only  this,  n;imely,  that  entries  so  made  cancel  each  other. 

But  contiiniing  the  illustration,  if  the  "proprietor"  forgave  the  debt  due  by 
Profit  and  Loss,  then  he  did  not  receive  as  much  of  the  profit  of  his  business  as  he 
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y/iowWhave  received  by  $54,372  11,  which  is  precisely  what  has  been  proved  in 
the  "Analysis."  etc. 

However,  after  all  this  show  of  kindness,  "the  proprietor.  Stock,"  turns  out  to 
have  been  onl}-  another  one  of  many  shabby  fellows  who  enjoy  a  reputation  for 
liberality  to  one  at  the  expense  of  anotlier;  for  while  he  forgave  his  debtor,  Profit 
and  Loss,  he,  oii  the  same  daj',  robbed  his  friend  Merchandise,  to  whom  he  was 
indebted  for  nearly  all  he  was  worth,  of  precisely  the  same  amount,  or,  as  Mr. 
Kilbreth,  in  speaking  of  the  inventories,  enigmatically  puts  it  (page  45),  "the  sum 
of  $54,372  11  comes  in  to  make  havoc  of  quantities.''  M/y  did  not  Mr.  Kilbreth, 
BO  that  the  fact  might  be  known,  say,  in  intelligible  terms,  tiiat  this  amount  was 
subtracted  from  the  inventory  of  "Merchandise  on  hand,''  and  so  made  havoc  of  a 
quantity  of  the  assets  of  the  Concern? 

It  is  said  (page  45)  that  this  was  an  "attempt  to  correct  the  closing  entries  of 
the  former  years  " — of  which  years  is  not  stated. 

But  Mr.  Grant  saj'S  he  "  supposed  "  tiiat  his  predecessor  had,  in  1865,  made  the 
queer  mistake  of  putting  into  the  Capital  Stock  account  twice  an  amount  wliich  he 
intended  to  take  out  of  it  once,  namely,  tlie  sum  of  $23,162  89,  (although  his  pre- 
deces.sor  had  not  made  the  '-supposed"  mistake;)  and  he  further  says  that  the 
remainder  of  this  amount,  namely,  $8,046  33,  was  subtracted  because  there  were 
"supposed  errors"  of  that  amount  in  the  Depository  accounts,  (see  his  statement, 
Exhibit  of  1867  ;)  but  of  these  "  .supposed  errors  "  there  is  no  record  on  any  of  the 
books ;  and  when  asked  to  inform  me  icliat  errors  he  referred  to,  his  reply  was,  "  I 
made  no  record  of  them,  cannot  now  remember  them,  and  they  will  have  to  take 
my  word  that  it  was  all  right." 

But,  more  remarkable  still,  on  page  50  Mr.  Kilbreth  says,  "During  the  above 
interval  (Dec.  31,  1860,  to  Nov.  30,  1866)  there  was  taken  oif  the  value  of  Real 
Estate,  $38,903  53,  and  off  the  valuation  of  Stock,  tlie  sum  of  $123,756  34.  It 
strikes  me  that  the  reduction  in  values  in  the  period  above  named  was  too  great." 

$123,756  34  is  given  as  the  aggregate  of  '' reduction  of  values ;"  but  observe,  the 

constituents  of  this  aggregate  are $69,384  23 

54,372  11 
$123,756  34; 

and,  this  being  so,  either  the  subtraction  was  made  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
reducing  the  value  of  the  assets,  or  else  errors  (whether  in  "  closing  entries  of 
former  years,"  or  "  supposed  "  as  above)  were  "corrected  "  by  the  convenient  ex- 
pedient of  deducting  their  amount  from  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  Concern; 
and  if  the  latter,  it  illustrates  both  the  quahty  of  the  book-keeping  and  the  trust 
worthiness  of  the  books. 

It  is  further  said,  (p.  50,)  "  An  analysis  of  the  balancing  entries  from  Dec.  31, 
1860,  to  Nov.  30,  1866,  shows  an  aggregate  loss  for  the  six  years  of  $27,609  68^ 
leaving  out  of  view  the  sum  of  $116,841  90  paid  out  during  that  period  by  order 
of  the  General  Conference  for  Bisiiops'  salaries  and  other  disbursements.  Counting 
these,  the  aggregate  profit  in  said  six  years  would  appear  to  have  been  $89,232  22. 
This  small  show  of  profits  results,  1  judge,  from  over-reduction  of  values." 

I  judge  so  too ;  but  the  ledger  gives  very  difi'erent  results,  namely: 


I/et  Profit. 

Loss. 

Paid  for  G.  C. 

Increast. 

Decrease. 

1861.  $11,624  05 

$21,019  98 

$9,395  93 

1862. 

$29,618  56 

11,855  15 

41,473  71 

1863.     74,528  37 

34,166  49 

$40,361  88 

1864.     71,091  73 

38,526  29 

32,565  44 

1865.     30,281  42 

24,867  81 

5,413  61 

1866.     26,735  26 

27,444  12 

708  86 

$214,260  83 

$157,879  84 

$78,340  93 

$58,578  50 

29,618  56 

51,578  50 

Net  profit.. $184, 642  27 

Net  increase. 

.$26,762  43 

Paid,  etc...    157,879  84 

Net  gain.. .   $26,762  43— Arg. $4,460  40. 

44 
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Mr.  Kilbreth  says  that  there  was  "an  aggregate  Zo.ss"for  the  six 

years  of $27,609  68 

Tlie   ledger  says   that   tliere  was   an  aggreg;ite   ■profit  lor  the  six 

years  of 26,762  43 


Diflfereuce  between  Mr.  Kilbreth  and  the  ledger $54,372  11 

"This  thing  of  book-keeping,  at  times,  has  a  tendency  to  confuse  even  an 

expert." 

Mr.  Kilbreth  says  that, 
Counting  the  amount  paid  by  order  of  G.  C,  there  was  an  aggregate 

profit  of. $89,2.32  22 

The  ledger  says  that  tlie  net  increase  (as  above)  was $26,762  43 

And  the  amount  paid  toBi.sliops,  etc 157,879  84    184,642  27 

Difference  between  Mr.  Kilbretli  and  the  ledger $95,410  05 

Amount  paid   by  order  of  General   Conference,  as  per 

ledger $157,879  84 

Amount  paid  by  order  of  General   Conference,  as  per 

Mr.  Kilbreth 116,841  90      41,037  94 

$54,372  11 

The  fact  is,  "this  inevitable  sum  of  ,$54,372  11"  illustrates  the  obscurity  and 
manipulation  which  have  characterized  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Concern, 
especially  smcQ  1866;  for  observe: 

1.  Tliat  there  is  not  a  record  concerning  it  upon  any  of  the  books  from  which 
it  can  be  ascertained  luhat  errors  are  referred  to. 

2.  Tlie  manner  in  which  the  entry  was  made,  namely,  that  the  profit  on  mer- 
chandise being  $94,535  50,  Merchandise  was  debited  "  to  Profit  and  Loss  "  for  only 
$40,163  39,  and  Slock  "  to  Profit  and  Loss  "  for  the  remainder,  $54,372  11,  tlie  effect 
of  wliich  was  that,  when  the  Stock  account  was  credited  "  by  Profit  and  Loss  "  for 
the  net  profit,  $54,372  11  0/  this  net  profit  was  canceled  hy  the  previous  debit 
"  to  Profit  and  Loss  "  of  the  same  amount ;  that  then  a  false  date,  "  1866."  was  in- 
terpolated to  give  the  impression  that  tliis  debit  of  Slock  to  Profit  and  Loss  occurred 
in  1866,  while  the  debit  of  Merchandise  to  Profit  and  Loss  occurred  in  1867 — 
although  it  is  manifest  that  it  could  not  have  been  made  in  1866  from  the  fact 
that  it  is  a  mere  manipulation  of  the  profit  on  merchandise  for  1867,  and  also  from 
the  fact  that  it  is  found  in  Profit  and  Loss  account  among  the  entries  under  date 
of  Nov.  30,  1867 ;  and,  finally,  that  this  same  amount  was  subtracted  from  the 
inventory  of  merchandise,  so  that  Merciiandise  account  would  sliow  the  same 
amount  of  profit  that  stood  to  the  credit  of  Profit  and  Loss,  namely,  $40,163  39, 
instead  of  the  true  amount  of  $94,535  50,  and  that  the  "  Merchandise  on  liand" 
might  be  reduced  by  the  same  amount  that  had  been  subtracted  from  the  Capital 
Stock. 

(Did  not  that  "  inevitable  sum  come  in  to  make  iiavoc  of  quantities  ?  ") 

3.  The  statements  as  to  its  origin  are  contradictorj'-,  namel3^  tliat  it  was  "an 
attempt  to  correct  the  closing  entries  of  former  years,"  that  it  was  intended 
thereby  to  correct  "'supposed  errors  in  the  Depository  accounts"  and  "supposed 
errors"  of  the  book-keeper  in  1865,  and  that  it  was  to  eftect  a  "reduction  of 
values.'' 

4.  The  Church  seeks  an  explanation,  and  is  informed  that  the  amount  placed  to 
the  credit  of  Profit  and  Loss  "  was  entered  as  a  loss,"  that  '•  by  the  forgiveness  of 
Stock,  Profit  and  Loss  was  set  free,"  and  that  "in  1867  this  inevitable  sum  came  in 
to  make  havoc  of  quantities." 

And  so  it  remains  that  $54,372  11  was  subtracted  from  the  balance  of  Capital 
Stock  account  with  no  other  explanation  than  tlie  3^  words  of  the  entry,  "  JFor 
cor.  of  errors," 
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Mr.  Kilbreth  gives 

Reductions  in  the  value  of  stock,  Dec.  1860,  to  Nov.  30,  1866 $123,'756  34 

Reductious  in  the  value  of  real  estate,  Dec,  1860,  to  Nov.  30,  1866. .       38,903  53 

$162,659  87 
Add  reduction  in  the  value  of  real  estate  in  1859 17,321  54 

$179,981  41 
There  is  shown  on  the  "  Statement,"  etc.,  excess  of  subtractions 180,105  30 

Confirming  the  "  Statement "  by  the  difierence  of  only $123  89 


I  have  said  th;it  the  subsidiary  books  afford  very  limited  infor- 
mation concerning  the  ledger  accounts.  It  is  also  true  that  even 
this  limited  information  lias  been  rendered  untrustworthy  by  fre- 
quent additions  to,  and  subtractions  from,  original  valuations  of 
the  assets,  without  sufficient  and,  in  some  instances,  without  any 
explanation. 

In  this  (connection  I  ask  your  attention  to  the  irregularities  re- 
ferred to  in  my  former  Report. 

I.  As  to  the  Capital  Stock : 

1.  A  comparison  of  nil  such  alternate  changes  in  the  valuation  of  assets  found 
upon  the  books  from  January,  1852,  to  November  30,  1869.  discloses  tlie  fact  that 
there  was  thus  far,  at  the  latter  date,  an  excess  of  subtractions,  or,  in  otlier  words, 
an  apparent  deficit  in  the  Capital  Stock  account  amounting  to  $180,105  30. 

2.  Oil  tliat  day  there  was,  by  advancing  the  valuation  of  certain  assets,  added 
to  the  balance  of  Capital  Stock,  in  addition  to  the  profit  on  the  business  of  the 
year,  the  sum  of  $186,114  64. 

3.  Notwitlistanding  such  addition  on  November  30,  1869,  there  was,  on 
November  30.  1871,  an  existing  deficit  in  the  Capital  Stock  of  $54,372  11— that  ia, 
it  was  less  by  this  amount  than,  according  to  the  books,  it  should  have  been. 

JI.  As  to  'the  Exhihiis  : 

1.  A  careful  analysis  of  all  the  Exhibits  from  December  31,  1852,  to  Novem- 
ber 30,  1871,  shows  tliat  tliey  have  not  correctly  informed  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences of  the  condition  and  wortli  of  tlie  Concern. 

2.  That  in  some  instances  the  amount  of  assets  have  been  wwcZerstated,  in 
others  the  amount  of  liabilities  o?;e?-stated,  and  in  still  others  both  the  assets  and 
the  liabilities  have  been  incorrectly  stated. 

The  evidence  of  these  facts  I  have  endeavored  so  to  arrange  in 
tabular  form  that  it  may  be  intelligible,  and  that  its  significance 
may  be  readily  apparent. 

When,  sir,  at  your  request  I  commenced  the  examination  "  of 
the  accounts  and  business  methods  of  the  Book  Concern,"  jou  in- 
formed me,  in  writing,  that  "you  wished  to  ascertain  whether  any 
fraudulent  or  corrupt  acts  or  pr.nctices  have  obtained  in  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Book  Concern  ;  to  ascertain 
what  disposition  had  been  made  of  the  moneys  received,  and 
whether  all  disbursements  have  been  in  the  legitimate  business  of 
the  house  only;"  and  also  whether  "any  change  is  necessary  in 
the  business  methods  and  arrangements  of  the  house  to  secure  the 
safe  administration  of  its  affairs  ; "  and  that  you  wished  the  examin- 
ation to  be  "  thorough  and  complete."  It  is  therefore  proper  for  me 
to  say  that  the  examination  is  not  yet  completed ;  and,  indeed,  it 
must,  as  I  have  already  stated,  be  manifest  that  a  "  thorough " 
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examination  in  the  limited  period  of  a  little  over  one  year,  of  the 
"books,  accounts,  and  vouchers  "  pertaining  to  a  business  large  as 
that  of  the  Book  Concern,  and  extending  "through  the  entire 
period  of  your  agency  " — twenty  years — has  not  been  possible. 

As  my  work  is  simply  professional,  it  has  seemed  to  be  my 
obvious  and  imperative  duty  to  report  to  you  whatever  the  books 
might  disclose,  and  I  have  therefore  directed  your  attention  to  the 
irregularities  above  indicated.  Aware  that  my  conclusions  may 
be  questioned,  1  submit  also  the  evidence  upon  which  they  are 
based. 

There  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  serious  import 
of  the  "  acts  and  practices  "  herein  stated,  or  the  results  demon- 
strated by  the  accompanying  evidence.  I  therefore  submit  them 
without  comment  for  such  explanation  as  their  importance  re- 
quires. Respectfully,  etc., 

John  A.  Gunjst. 
May  15,  1872. 


49. 
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QUADRENNIAL   REPORT    OF    THE    GENERAL   MISSIONARY 
COMMITTEE. 

RECEIPTS   FROM   THE    ANNUAL    CONFERENCES    DURING   THE 
YEARS    1868-1871. 


CONFERENCES. 

Alabama 

Baltimore 

Black  River 

California 

Central  German 

Central  Illinois 

Central  New  York,  or  Oneida 

Ceiitral  Ohio 

Central  Penn.,  or  East  Baltimore . 

Cincinnati 

Colorado 

Delaware 

Des  Moines 

Detroit 

East  Genesee 

Bast  German 

East  Maine 

Erie     

Genesee 

Georgia 

Germany  and  Switzerland 

Bolston 

nUnoia 

India 

[ndiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Lexlii^'ton 

Mberia  Mission  

Louisiana 

Maine 


1868.  1869. 

$3  05  $622  SO 

17,1T6  TO  29,2-31  2T 

10,831  05  4,953  76 

1,866  95  4,672  04 

5,653  61  5,103  82 

10,607  46  10,844  35 

9,997  62  14104  97 

10,208  52  10,903  57 

25,033  51  14,693  14 

20,530  89  18,430  75 

633  25  464  40 

321  11  47  13 

3,862  13  5,632  87 

10,243  55  9,662  61 

11,133  94  11,286  91 

1,383  06  1,545  82 

2,698  94  3.5W  17 

16,554  91  16,267  00 

5,941  49  6,061  87 

63  35  35  50 

231  97 

935  70  1,367  60 

16,741  82  17,569  91 

7,799' 91  7,315' 91 

6,923  73  6,910  64 

2,593  78  2,052  16 

1,481  45  1,562  59 

.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  "iu'io 

6,474  26  4,641  49 


1870. 

$174  40 

29,934  42 

5,352  69 

2,941  71 

5,601  30 

9,818  72 

15,129  82 

11,153  40 

15,478  15 

17,237  45 

767  50 

293  50 

8.835  41 

7,455  27 

12,141  72 

1,910  95 

2,462  14 

17,216  83 

6.295  37 

191  10 

V,b2()'43 
16,846  12 

7,756 '22 
6,742  35 
2,598  98 
1,479  16 
87  00 

'l,564"6.3 

4,478  82 


1871.  Total. 

$800  25 

$30,419  07  106,761  46 

5,843  74  26,981  24 

3,571  21  13,051  91 

6,218  38  22,577  11 

9,625  95  40.896  48 

18,535  98  57,768  39 

11,852  18  44,117  6T 

17,589  10  72,793  90 

16.847  81  73,046  90 
1,354  05  3,219  20 

661  74 

8,438  32  16,768  78 

8,506  72  35,868  16 

11.722  IS  46,2:}4  75 

2,440  44  7,279  77 

2,530  33  11,255  58 

17.848  64  67.887  88 
6,035  26  24,383  99 

239  30  529  26 

231  97 

879  55  4,203  38 

17,811  71  68,969  56 

'8,873'9i  3l',74.5'95 
6,847  46  25,924  18 
2,717  58  9,962  50 
1,741  93  6,265  18 
87  00 

"763"95  2,562'68 

4^714  18  19,308  70 
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CONFERENCES. 

1868. 

$8,435  86 

4,271  82 

238  63 

4,494  16 

745  15 

8:31  80 

17,029  v6 

22.091  IS 

5,555  41 

1.5,811  45 

80,764  14 

31,055  10 

l'l!33r42 
11,167  80 
3,305  98 
7,283  42 
123  50 
20,084  63 

i]663  '6-4 
,      50,000  00 

30.434  87 
.      10,603  77 

15,069  86 

"679'66 

7,337  98 

6,683  11 

3,818  59 

351  G9 

88  00 

13,240  84 

7,116  82 

7,192  22 

51  03 

807  00 

2,811  75 

4,806  70 

;        '7.489' 82 
6,013  20 

1869. 

$9,558  88 
4,102  98 

1,737' 60 

823  30 

430  00 

19,734  39 

19,180  92 

.5.551  50 

16,311   14 

23.898  58 

33,999  96 

43  42 

8,917  86 

11,971  47 

4.328  91 

6,646  77 

l'8',9S3'i4 

i!lG4'75 

43.576  00 

25,3:3s  26 

10,968  32 

15,009  31 

2,677  64 

1,304  38 

7,389  53 

6.847  16 

4,1  S5  99 

6:36  83 

374  91 

15,407  96 

6,708  32 

5,613  49 

511  78 

909  21 

3,012  66 

4,409  77 

5,000  00 

8.199  28 

9,026  54 

1870. 

$8,417  05 

4,235  99 

255  00 

1,798  60 

920  60 

200  00 

17,320  06 

17,152  60 

5.694  25 

16,466  15 

33,261  73 

33,511  38 

311  05 

7,978  65 

11,341  97 

4,359  91 

6,121  28 

]'9,273'46 

1.775 '51 

45,015  00 

19.037  67 

10,996  92 

13,561  31 

3,354  96 

2,034  26 

7,825  62 

6,272  97 

4,762  00 

515  36 

647  27 

15.9S2  23 

6,725  46 

4,975  51 

641  44 

1,076  79 

3,344  86 

3,666  28 

9,530  27 

6.782  21 

11,069  97 

1871. 

$8,341  13 

47  50 

569  00 

1,808  76 

907  05 

829  75 

18,220  35 

22,367  50 

■5,756  10 

17.4:31  17 

38,891  21 

41,280  21 

272  75 

9.270  96 

11,999  11 

4,C.33  93 

5,751  98 

l'8',4i9'53 

46,245 '72 

24,604  04 

11,598  28 

8,751  63 

2,990  77 

2.078  44 

7.311  59 

6,099  00 

4,725  70 

698  06 

300  15 

18,423  07 

5,789  63 

5.H78  74 

5'J8  81 

LOGO  59 

3,255  30 

3,4^5  39 

5,981  49 

6,858  57 

11,938  81 

Total. 

$34,752  37 

12.657  79 

Mississippi          

1,002  63 

9,829  la 

Kebrask.a               . .           

3.396  10 

Nevfula 

1,291  05 

72,304  08 

New  England 

Kew  Hampshire 

80.792  20 
22.557  2« 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

66.019  91 
126,815  6« 

New  York  East 

139,796  65 

627  22 

87,498  89 

Noitli  Ohio                 

46,480  35 

16.628  73 

25,803  45 

123  50 

76,760  76 

Oneid.a,  (sec  Centr.il  New  York). . . 

OrcKTon 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 

Provid<>nee 

Eock  liiver 

'4,603' 30 
184,836  72 
100,014  84 
44,367  29 
52,892  11 

Saint  Louis                            

9,023  37 

South  Carolina                     

6,096  74 

South  eastern  Indiana 

29,864  72 
25,902  24 

Bouth-west  German 

17.492  2S 

Tennessee  

Tex,i8  

Troy 

2,201  94 
1.360  33 
63,054  10 
26,340  23- 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

23.759  9» 
1.738  Oft 
8,859  59 

12,424  57. 

16.368  09 

Wilmington 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

20.511  7» 
29,329  88 
38,048  62 

Total  Receipts  from  Conferences  $575,624  90  $575,397  48  $576,774  10  $603,421  70  $2,330,318  18 

Miscellaneous. 

Legacies $11,909  36    $29.618  21    $12,194  45    $11,456  41       $65.178  48 

Bible  Society %Sm  00      16.477  50        8,207  .50        6,462  50        89.647  50 

Sundries 10,627  43      14,210  92        5,775  22        8,581  14        39,194  71 

Total $31,036  79    $60,306  63    $26,177  17    $26,500  05     $144,020  04 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  of  Receipts  from  Conferences $2,330,318  18 

"      Legacies 65,178  43 

"      Bible  Society 39,647  50 

"      Miscellaneous 89,194  71 

Grand  Total  of  Receipts $2,474,838  82 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

I.— Foreign  Missions. 

1869.          1870.          1871.  1872, 

Uberia $12,825  00    $11,000  00      $9,000  00  $8,500  00 

South  America  10,046  00        7,228  00        9.204  00  9.570  00 

China 37,920  50      26,370  00      27.480  00  21.783  87 

Germany  and'  Switzerland 27,500  00      22,500  00      23,250  00  26,000  00 

Scandinavia  21,085  92      19,667  12      23,726  12  27,213  02 

India 57,368  75      68,328  00      67,762  00  73,824  00 


Total. 

$41,325  00 
86,048  00 

113.558  87 
99.2.i0  00 
91,642  18 

267,272  75 
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1869.  1870.  1871.  1872.  Total. 

Bnlgarla %1A9^  02  $8,499  40  $7,920  00  $2,000  00  $25,909  42 

Italy.     $10,000.     $10,000,    $5,000; 

Spain,    $.'),000;     Cuba,    $5,000; 

Mexico.  $10,000,  $10,000,  $5,000; 

New  Gian-ida,  $1,000 21,000  00       20,000  00  20.000  00  61.000  00 

Japan 10.000  00  10,000  00 

Exchange 80.6SO  59  58,434  41  85,866  42  47,597  63  222.579  05 

Total $275,866  78  $222,027  93  $224,198  54  $198,390  49  $963,580  2T 

II.— Foreign  Populations. 

Welsh $1.70  00  $l.';0  00  $150  00  $1,50  00  $600  00 

Scandinavian 10,900  00  11,600  00  12,000  00  13,800  00  48,300  00 

German 3.3.600  00  35,100  00  36,000  00  37,.')O0  00  142.200  00 

Chinese 7,.'>00  00  23  000  00  9,000  00  4,000  00  43,.500  00 

Total  for  Foreign  Populations  $52,150  00  $69,850  00  $57,150  00  S55,450  00  $234,61)0  DO 

III.— Indian    Missions. 

Indian  Missions $5,300  00  $5,940  00  $4,090  00  $4,150  00  $19,980  00 

IV.-Amerlcan  Domestic  Missions. 

COIVFEREIVCBS. 

Alabama $12,000  00  $11,000  00  $11,000  00  $11,000  00  $4.5,000  00 

Baltimore 10,000  00  9,000  00  8,000  00  8,000  00  3.5,000  00 

Black  Kiver. 800  00  800  00  1,000  00  1.200  00  3,800  00 

California 5,000  00  4,000  00  4.000  00  .5,000  00  18,000  00 

Central  Illinois 800  00  800  00  1, POO  00  1,000  00  3,600  00 

Central  New  York 1,000  00  800  00  800  00  800  00  3.4li0  00 

Central  Ohio 2,000  00  1,000  00  1,500  00  1..500  00  6.000  00 

Centr.ll  Pennsylvania 2,000  00  1.500  00  1..500  00  1,500  00  0.500  00 

Cincinnati 2,000  00  1,800  00  1,800  00  1,800  00  7,400  00 

Colorado  10,000  00  10,000  00  9,000  00  S.OOO  00  37,000  00 

Delawjire 1,800  00  1,800  00  l.SOO  00  1,600  00  7,000  00 

Dcs  Moines 4,000  00  3,300  00  3,800  00  3,S00  00  1.5,400  00 

Detroit 3,000  00  2,800  00  3.000  00  3.000  00  1 1 ,800  00 

East  Genesee 500  00  500  00  500  00  500  00  2,000  00 

East  Maine 2.400  00  2,400  00  3,000  00  3,000  00  10.800  00 

Erie 1,500  00  1,200  00  2,000  00  2,000  00  6,700  00 

Genesee 500  00  SOO  00  SOO  00  SOO  00  2,900  00 

Georgia 12,000  00  11,000  00  11,000  00  ll.ilOO  00  4,5.000  00 

Hiilston 10,000  00  9,000  00  9,000  00  9,000  00  37.000  00 

niinois 1,000  00  SOO  00  1,000  00  1.000  00  3.S0O  00 

Indiana 750  00  700  00  700  00  1,000  00  8.150  00 

Iowa 800  00  600  00  600  00  SOO  00  2,300  00 

Kansas 8,000  00  7,000  00  6.000  00  7,ii00  00  2S.O00  00 

Kentucky 10,000  00  8,500  00  8,000  00  8,iiii0  00  34,.500  00 

Lexington 1.000  00  1,000  00  1,000  00  3,000  00 

Louisiana 9.000  00  8,000  00  9,000  00  9,000  00  35,000  00 

Maine 1,800  00  2.000  00  2,500  00  2,500  00  S.SOO  00 

Michigan 8,000  00  2,800  00  3,000  00  8,000  00  1  l.SOO  00 

Minnesota 6,000  00  5,500  00  6,000  00  »,000  00  2,5.500  00 

Mississippi 9,000  00  8.000  00  9,000  00  10,000  00  SS.OiiO  00 

Missouri 7,000  00  7,000  00  7,000  00  6.000  00  27.000  00 

Nebraska 5.000  00  5,000  00  5,000  00  .5.000  00  20.0ii0  00 

Nevada 4,000  00  2,800  00  3.400  00  3.400  00  1  a 600  00 

Newark 2,.500  00  2,200  00  2,200  00  2,200  00  9.100  00 

New  England 4.000  00  4,000  00  4,000  00  4.000  00  16.000  00 

New  Hampshire 2,000  00  2,000  00  2,500  00  2,5  )0  00  9.000  00 

New  Jersey 1,800  00  l.SOO  00  2,200  00  2.200  00  S.OOO  00 

New  York 6.000  00  5,000  00  5.000  00  5.500  00  21. .500  00 

New  York  East 6,000  00  5.000  00  5.000  00  5,000  00  21.000  00 

North  tiarolina 10,000  00  10,000  00  10,000  00  10,000  00  40.000  00 

North  Indiana 700  00  700  00  700  00  700  00  2.800  00 

North  Ohio 700  00  700  00  700  00  1,000  00  3,100  00 

North-west  Indiana 700  00  700  00  1,000  00  l.OOO  00  3,400  00 

Ohio  1,500  00  1,000  00  1,500  00  ],.500  00  5..-)00  00 

Oregon 3,000  00  2,500  00  4,000  00  4.500  00  14,0ii0  00 

Philadelphia 5.000  00  5,000  00  5,000  00  5,000  00  20.000  00 

Pittsburgh 2,500  00  2,200  00  2.200  00  2.200  00  9,100  00 

Providence 2,000  00  2,000  00  2,500  00  2.500  00  9.000  00 

Rock  Kiver 2..500  00  2,200  00  2,200  00  2.200  00  9,100  00 

Saint  Louis 17,000  00  15,000  00  14,.'^00  00  13,000  00  .59,000  00 

South  Carolina 15,000  00  14,000  00  14,000  00  14.000  00  57.000  00 

South-east  Indiana 500  00  500  00  1,000  00  1,0)0  00  8,000  00 

Southern  Illinois 1,600  00  1,300  00  1,400  00  1,400  00  5,700  00 
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CONFEREIVCES.                 1869.          1870.        1871.  1872.           Total. 

Tennessee $13.000  00    $12,000  00    !Ji  12,000  00  $12.000  00       $49,000  00 

To.xas 9,000  00        S,000  00        8,000  00  9,000  00         34,000  00 

Troy 2,000  00        3.000  00        3,000  00  8,000  00         11.000  00 

Upper  Iowa 1,^00  00        l..")00  00        2.000  00  2,000  00          7,000  00 

Vermont 1,600  00        1,500  00        2,000  00  2,(100  00          7,100  00 

Virginia 16,500  00      15,000  00      15,000  00  15,000  00         61  ,hOO  00 

Wasliingloii 3,(iO(j  00        3,400  00        3.500  00  8,400  00         13,200  00 

West  Virjrinia 6.000  00        6.500  00        6,500  00  5,iS00  00         22,500  00 

West  Wisconsin 4,000  00        4,000  00        4.000  00  4,000  00         16,000  00 

Wilmincton 5,000  00        5,000  00        6,000  00  5,000  00         20,000  00 

Wisconsin  3,000  00        3,000  00        3,000  00  8.000  00         12,000  00 

Wyoming 1,000  00          800  00          800  00  800  00          3,400  00 

Total  American  Domestic  Miss..  $297,250  00  $274,200  00  8281,500  00  $236,300  00  $1,139,250  00 

Missions  in-  Tkkritories  to  be  ad- 
ministered as  Foreign  Mi.«sinns: 

Arizona.  $2.0.:0,  $2,000,   $<,000; 

Idalio,    $3.(100,    $2,000,    $3,000; 

Montana,  $7,000,  $10,00<i,  $7,000; 

$5,000 ;     Utali,    $1  ,00^    $3,000, 

$2,000,  $3.000 $14,000  CO    $13,000  00    $18,000  00  $17,000  00       $62,000  00 

Miscellaneous:  Contingent  Fnnd, 

$25,000,  $2.5,COO,  $25,000,  $25,000; 

Incidental,  $15,  00,  $1.^,000,  $15,- 

000,    $20.' '0;    Office    E.xpenses, 

$1.5,000,  $15,000.  $15,000,  $1.5,000; 

Missionary     Advocate,    $25,000, 

$20,000,  $25,00,  $15,000 75,ff0  00      75,000  00      80,000  00  75,Oro  00       305,000  00 

Topay  Drafts  not  yet  matured....     129,933  22    139,482  07      10,042  51        280,867  80 

RECAPITULATION. 

Foreisn  Missions  $746,001  22 

For  Exchange 222,.579  05 

For  Forei.'n  Populations 234,600  00 

For  Indian  Missions 19,980  00 

American  D  'inestic 1,139,250  00 

Missions  in  Territories  administered  as  Foreign  Missions.  62,000  00 

Contingent 1(0,000  00 

Incidentiil 65,' 00  00 

Office 60,000  00 

Missionary  Advocate 80,000  00 

Total $2,728,610  27 

RECAPITULATION    OF   APPROPRIATIONS    FOR    THE    YEARS 
1869-1872. 

I. -Foreign   Missions. 


SI  1.000  00 

7.228  00 
56.370  00 
19,667  13 
22.500  00 
6S.32S  00 

8;499  40 

5S,4.34  41 

$9,000  00      $S,000  00 
9,204  00        9,.')70  00 
27,480  00      21.7S3  87 
23,726  12      27,213  02 
2-3,250  00      26,000  00 
67.7.V2  00      73,824  00 
7,920  00        2,000  00 
lO.OOO  00      10,000  CO 
10,000  0  J      10,000  00 

85,866'42      47,.597'63 
ir224,198  54  $246,488  l2 

3  ns. 

$150  00  $1.')0  00 
12,000  00  13,800  00 
36,000  09      37,500  00 

9,000  00        4,000  CO 

$57,150  00    $55,450  00 

S41,325  00 

CiiJna     ..        

37  920  50 

113  553  87 

21  035  92 

91  642  18 

Germany  and  Switzerland  . . 
India  

27.500  00 

57,308  75 

99,250  00 
267,272  T5 

Bulgaria             

7,490  02 

25  909  43 

ItalP 

Mexico 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

1  o;'0  0 ) 

25,000  00 
25,000  00 
1,C00  00 
6,(;00  00 
5,000  00 
10.010  00 
222,579  06 

K.::.-.:;::::;;::::::;.: 

Japan 

Exchange 

5,0  0  00 

5,00J  00 

■.■.■.■.v.       8(3,6Si)"09 

$21.'),866  68  S 

II.— Foreign 

.    ..          $150  00 

Total 

Wel«h 

J222,026  93  ! 

Populati( 

$150  00 
ll,0li0  00 
35,100  00 
23,000  (0 

$69,850  00 

$968,580  2T 
$600  00 

Scandinavian 

10,900  00 

4S.300  00 

Chinese 

7,500  00 

43,500  00 

Total 

$52,150  00 

$234,600  00 
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III.— Indian  Missions. 

1869.    1970.    1871.  1872.  Total. 

Indian  Missions |5,S0O  00      $5,940  00      $4,090  00  $4,153  00  $19,630  00 

IV.— American   Domestic. 

American  Domestic  Missions....  $29T,250  00  $274,700  00  $281,500  00  $285,300  00  $1,189,250  00 

v.— IMissions  in  Territories. 

Missions  in  Territories $14,000  00    $13,000  00    $13,000  00  $22,000  00      $62,000  00 

VI.— Miscellaneous. 

Contingent  Fund $25,000  00    $25.000  00    $25,000  00  $25,000  00  $100,000  00 

Incidentals 20,000  00      ]5,0iX)  00      1.5,000  00  15,000  00  65,000  00 

Office  Kxpenses 15,000  00      15,000  00      15,000  00  15,000  00  6).&'X)00 

Missionary  Advocate 15  000  00      26,000  00      20,003  00  20,000  00  80.000  00 

To  meet  Drafts  coming  due 129,933  22    139,482  07      10,942  51  280,357  80 
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QUADKENNIAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CORRESPONDING  SECRE- 
TARY OF  THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  UNION  OF  THE  METHOD- 
IST EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

To  THE  General  Conterence  assembled  in  Brookltn,  New 
York,  May,  1872. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren:  The  object  of  the  Sunday-School 
Union  is  thus  defined  in  the  second  article  of  its  Constitution : 
"To  promote  the  cause  of  SabbatSi-schools  in  connection  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  such  other  spheres  of  Chris- 
tian labor  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  may 
have  claims  upon  its  charity,  and  thus,  by  a  careful  training  of 
those  who  may  be  under  its  influence,  seek  to  promote  the  glory 
of  God  and  the  happiness  of  mankind." 

The  Sunday-School  Union  reports  to  this  General  Conference  a 
thorough  and  effective  system  of  operations.  Its  work  is  per- 
formed through  four  distinct  departments,  each  under  the  direction 
of  a  responsible  and  competent  Committee  :  1.  The  Department 
OF  Benevolence,  the  objects  of  which  are,  (1)  Tlie  organization 
of  Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday-schools  in  localities  where  no  such 
organizations  exist;  (2)  The  supply  of  needy  schools  with  books 
and  requisites,  2.  The  Department  of  Publications,  which 
was  divided  by  the  last  General  Conference  into  two  sections — 
one,  that  of  the  "  Sunday-School  Advocate  "  and  Library  Books, 
under  the  editorial  supervision  of  Dr.  Daniel  Wise ;  and  that  of 
the  "Sunday-School  Journal,"  books  of  instruction,  and  other 
Sunday-school  requisite^,  under  the  editorial  direction  of  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Union.  3.  The  Department  of 
Instrcction,  the  objects  of  which  are,  (1)  The  tiaining  of  Sunday- 
Bchool  officers  and  teachers  for  their  work;   (2)  Tiie  aiding  and 
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ureing  of  Sunday-school  scholars  to  study  more  systematically 
and  thoroughly  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Catechisms  of  the 
Church.  4.  The  Department  of  Sunday-School  Statistics 
AND  General  Information,  whose  duty  it  is,  as  specified  by  the 
By-Laws  of  the  Society,  "  to  devise  means  for  securing  complete 
statistical  returns  from  the  Sunday-schools  of  our  Churcli,  and  to 
collect  full  reports  concerning  the  condition  and  progress  of  the 
Sunday-school  work  in  all  parts  of  the  world." 

To  the  General  Conference  in  Chicago,  May,  1868,  the  Sunday- 
School  Union  reported  15,292  Sunday-schools,  171,695  officers  and 
teachers,  1,083,525  scholars,  and  for  the  four  years  from  1864  to 
1867  inclusive,  119,423  conversions. 

To  this  General  Conference  (May,  1872)  the  Union  reports: 
17,244  schools,  an  increase  for  the  quadrennium  of  1,952  schools; 
192,197  officers  and  teachers,  increase,  20,522;  total  number  of 
scholars  of  all  ages,  1,197,674  ;  increase,  114,149.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  conversions  reported  for  four  years,  from  1868  to  1871  in- 
clusive, 181,237,  an  increase  over  the  former  four  years  of  61,809. 
The  average  attendance  of  officers,  teachers,  and  scholars  for  the 
past  year  was  64  per  cent.,  or  about  897,495. 

More  than  19  per  cent,  of  our  scholars,  or  about  234,103,  are  in 
the  infant  clnsses. 

More  than  36  per  cent.,  or  about  433,882,  are  over  fifteen  years 
of  age. 

More  than  44  per  cent.,  or  about  528,965,  are  under  fifteen,  but 
not  in  the  infant  classes. 

More  than  80  per  cent,  of  the  officers  and  teachers,  and  a  little 
more  than  25  per  cent,  of  the  scholars  in  our  Sunday-schools  are 
Church-members  or  probationers. 

During  the  past  four  years  more  than  5,000  grants  have  been 
made  to  schools  in  seventy-two  diflTerent  Conferences  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  Germany,  India,  and  Liberia.  These  grants  amount  to 
$55,784  51.  The  Executive  Committee  has  also  donated  $1,309  56 
to  aid  the  Sunday-school  work  in  prisons,  soldiers'  homes,  asylums, 
almshouses,  and  among  the  freedmen  of  the  South.  More  than 
500,000  pages  of  a  large  and  beautiful  "  Lesson  Tract "  have  been 
distributed  during  thepast  year  among  the  Southern  Conferences. 
In  response  to  the  suggestion  and  request  of  our  Board,  the  Tract 
Society  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Ciiurch  united  in  this  impor- 
tant movement,  and  added  a  page,  entitled  "  The  Home  Paper," 
for  every  "  Lesson  Tract "  sent  out  by  the  Union. 

The  Rev.  James  S.  Ostrander  was  elected  by  the  Board  of  the 
Sunday-School  Union,  in  April,  1870,  as  its  General  Agent,  with 
the  understanding  that  he  should  organize  and  develo])  a  Sunday- 
School  Sales  Department  in  connection  with  the  Book  Concern,  at 
the  same  time  rendering  service  in  the  field  as  conductor  of  Insti- 
tutes, and  as  representative  of  the  Sunday -School  Union  in  the 
Churches.  One  half  of  his  salary  was  to  be  paid  by  the  Book  Con- 
cern. At  the  end  of  six  months  the  Concern,  disapproving  of  a 
separate  "  department,"  declined  longer  to  continue  the  engage- 
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ment,  and  Mi".  Oi5trander  was  employed  by  the  Board  for  a  special 
service  as  General  Agent.  His  engageme!it  expired  April  30, 
1872.  Mr.  Ostrander  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  Union,  espe- 
cinlly  in  tlie  Soutlierii  tit4ds.  He  labored  in  thirty  diiFercnt  States 
and  within  tlie  bounds  of  twenty-six  Annual  Conferences,  having 
attended  sixty-four  Sunday-School  Conventions  and  Institutes, 
visited  over  live  hundred  Sunday-schools,  distributed  ten  thousand 
six  hundred  and  tweniy-five  specimens  of  our  Sunday-school  pub- 
lications, traveling  in  the  performance  of  these  duties  ovei-  twenty- 
two  thousand  miles. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  during  the  past  four  years,  in  ad- 
dition to  editorial  labors,  has  delivered  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  Sunday-school  lectures  and  addiesses,  visited  and  addressed 
thirty-one  Annual  Conferences,  held  or  attended  eigluy-four  con- 
ventions and  societies,  comprising  in  all  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  sessions,  traveling  fifty-five  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  miles  in  twenty-six  of  the  States  and  Territories. 

"The  'Sunday-School  Journal,"  June  1,  1S«8,  had  a  circulation 
of  18,500;  May  1,  1872,  its  regular  issue  is  60,000  copies,  an  in- 
crease of  41,500  in  four  years. 

The  "Picture  Lesson  Paper,"  for  infant  scholars,  was  commenced 
January  1,  1870.     Its  present  circulation  is  39,000  copies. 

The  ''Tiie  Berean  Lesson  Leaf"  was  conunenced  January,  1870. 
Its  present  circulation  is  445,000  copies. 

Several  valuable  volumes  for  the  use  of  Sunday-school  teachers, 
together  with  cards,  tr.icts,  maps,  etc.,  have  been  published  during 
the  past  four  years.  Specimens  of  these  publications  are  herewith 
forw:u"ded  for  examination  by  the  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools. 

The  normal  class  movement  has  been  prosecuted  with  marked 
and  most  gratifying  success  under  the  auspices  of  the  "Depaitment 
of  Instrtic-tion."  Pastoi'S  are  rapidly  becoming  more  interested  iu 
the  important  work  of  training  teachers  for  tiie  Simday-sciiools,  and 
several  seminaries  of  learning  have  adopted  the  course  of  "  reading 
lectures  and  study"  presented  by  our  Normal  Department.  Cer- 
tificates and  diplomas  Jiave  been  issued  to  a  large  number  of 
graduates. 

The  best  and  richest  results  of  the  labors  and  benefactions  of  the 
Sunday-School  Union  during  the  past  four  years  are  not  revealed 
in  the  figures  above  reported,  although  these  are  sufficiently  i-e- 
markable  to  give  occasion  for  devout  gratitude  to  our  heavenly 
Father.  As  judged  by  them,  never  befoie  was  our  beloved  Union 
in  so  prosperous  a  condition.  Its  liter.iture,  its  hnances,  its  record 
of  personal  eflbrt,  are  all  indicative  of  strength  and  holy  enterprise. 
But  iu  the  testimony  every  day  received  to  the  increased  interest 
of  the  people,  old  and  young,  in  the  study  of  the  word  of  God, 
I  find  tiie  best  assurance  that  our  Union  is  fultiliiug  its  mission 
in  seeking  to  "promote  the  glory  of  God  and  tiie  iiappiness  of 
mankind." 

I  now  desire  to  suggest  as  worthy  of  your  godly  consideration  a 
few  important  modifications,  by  which,  iu  my  judgment,  the  in- 
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terests  of  the  Union,  and  thus  of  the  Church  it  is  designed  to  aid, 
may  be  pi-omoted. 

1.  The  statistical  returns,  to  which  attention  has  already  been 
called,  show  that,  more  than  thirty-six  per  cent,  of  our  Sunday- 
school  scholars  are  over  fifteen  years  of  age.  Many  of  them  are 
full-grown  men  and  women.  The  increasing  interest  of  the  people 
at  large  in  the  study  of  the  word  of  God  must  continue  to  attract 
a  still  greater  number  to  our  schools.  This  being  the  state  of  the 
case,  it  becomes  imperative  that  a  higher  class  ot'  periodical  litera- 
ture be  provided  for  circulation  through  the  Sunday-school.  At 
present  the  "  Picture  Lesson  Paper"  meets  the  wants  of  the  infant 
Scholars.  The  "Sunday-School  Advocate"  is  ada|)ted  to  an  older 
class  of  juveniles,  but  is  of  necessity  too  much  of  a  child's  paper  for 
the  use  of  young  piople  of  twelve  or  fifteen  years  or  upward.  The 
"  Sunday-School  Journal,"  which  is  designed  for  teachers  and  young 
people,  is  too  limited  in  size,  and  is  published  too  infrequently,  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  433,882  scholars  over  fifteen  years  of  age 
now  upon  our  rolls. 

What  the  work  demands  at  present  is  an  inexpensive  weekly- 
paper,  in  size  of  page  and  style  of  execution  not  unlike  "  Appleton's 
Journal  of  Literature,  Science,  and  Art."  Eight  pages  a  week, 
unstitched,  on  good  calendered  papei-,  admitting  a  page  of  adver- 
tisements, may  be  so  published  as  to  place  a  copy  in  the  hands  of 
every  scholar  at  a  comparatively  low  figure.  Tliis  paper  might  be 
so  published  that  schools  preferring  semi-monthly  copies  could  order 
them  as  they  now  do  the  ''Sunday-School  Advocate."  It  is  quite 
clear  to  me,  that  if  the  Missionary  Society,  the  Tract  Society,  and 
the  Sunday-School  Union  could  be  induced  to  make  annual  grants 
to  such  weekly  paper,  in  consideration  of  monthly  or  more  frequent 
articles,  attractive  in  style  and  calculated  to  further  the  ends  of 
these  organizations,  the  cheapening  of  the  papei-  and  its  wider  cir- 
culation would  tend  to  advance  the  interests  which  each  of  these 
benevolent  societies  is  appointed  to  promote.  I  name  this  feature 
of  the  plan  with  firm  faith  in  its  advantages,  but  with  little  expecta- 
tion of  its  adoption.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  make  this  weekly 
equally  adapted  to  the  juvenile  and  the  senior  scholars  of  our 
Sunday-Schools. 

2.  The  immense  business  carried  on  by  the  Book  Concern,  and 
the  limited  space  to  which  it  is  confined,  renders  it  difficult  for  the 
clerks  to  give  that  prominence  to  our  Sunday-school  books  and  req- 
uisites which  they  deserve,  and  which  other  publishers  of  Sunday- 
school  works  give  to  their  issues,  and  by  which  the  circulation  of 
our  own  publications  might  be  largely  increased. .  With  the  largest 
variety  of  Sunday-school  books  and  requisites  published  in  the 
Unites!  States,  we  have  actually  no  one  place  to  which  visitors  and 
customers  may  be  invited  to  inspect  them.  With  a  Sunday-school 
depariment  more  perfectly  oi-ganized  than  any  other  in  the  world, 
our  lequisites,  helps,  etc.,  are,  from  sheer  necessity,  packed  away 
in  drawers.  Instead  of  showing  visitois  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  who  visit  us  a  collection  of  the  best  Sunday-school  helps 
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of  our  own  and  of  all  other  publishing  houses  in  America  and 
Europe,  we  are  compelled  to  sen<l  inquirers  for  these  appliances  to 
Mr.  Van  Lennep  or  to  the  American  Sunday-School  Union.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  in  your  wisdom  you  may  see  fit  in  some  prac- 
ticable way  to  provide  for  a  "  Sales  Department  of  Sunday-School 
Requisites,"  which  shall  meet  the  demand. 

3.  The  importance  of  catechetical  training  in  order  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  our  children  and  youth  in  the  fundamental  doctrines 
of  the  Church  was  never  more  strongly  felt  than  now  by  those 
who  are  especially  charged  with  the  education  of  the  young.  I 
regard  this  as  one  of  the  good  results  of  the  modern  Sunday-school 
movement.  It  is  felt,  how  widely  I  cannot  say,  but  by  many  rep- 
resentative men  among  us,  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  for  a 
thorough  revision  of  our  Church  Catechisms.  The  recent  publi- 
cation, by  your  authority,  of  Dr.  Nast's  German  Catechisms,  and 
their  translation  into  English,  have  had  something  to  do  in  creat- 
ing the  demand  already  indicated.  I  therefore  suggest  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Catechisms ; 
the  plan  to  contemplate  three  editions — for  the  infant,  the  juvenile, 
and  the  senior  scholars  respectively ;  the  work  of  this  committee 
to  receive  the  approval  of  the  Bishops  before  publication. 

4.  Some  action  should  be  taken  by  which  the  discrepancies  now 
occurring  between  the  statistical  reports  of  the  General  Minutes 
and  those  of  the  Union  may  be  avoided.  Take  for  example  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two  reports  in  this  single  item — "the  inunber 
of  Sunday-schools:"  in  1868  the  General  Minutes  reported  15,885 
schools,  the  Union  reported  10,034,  a  difierence  of  149  schools.  In 
1869  the  difference  was  200.  In  1870  it  was  472,  In  1871  it  was 
311.     In  the  number  of  scholars  the  discrepancy  is  more  marked. 

The  difficulty  arises  from  the  fact  that  two  reports  are  required 
upon  five  of  the  items  specified  in  the  statistical  list  of  the  Sunday- 
School  Union.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  by  requiring  every 
preacher  in  charge  to  make  a  full  report  to  the  Quarterly  and  An- 
nual Conferences  of  all  the  items  on  the  Sunday-School  Union  list, 
and  to  make  but  the  one  report,  the  difiiculty  would  be  obviated. 

The  Discipline,  as  it  is  now  framed,  calls  for  a  certain  report  to 
the  Annual  Conference.  (See  question  5,  Part  II,  chap,  i,  sec. 
2,  pages  52-54.)  In  this  report  five  of  the  items  in  the  Sun- 
day-school list  are  specitically  mentioned.  They  are  as  follows  : 
"Amount  collected  for  the  Sunday-School  Union;  Number  of 
Sunday-schools;  Number  of  ofticers  and  teachers;  Number  of 
scholars ;  Number  of  volumes  in  library."  These  questions  usually 
receive  a  satisfactory  answer.  The  other  questions,  together  Avith 
these  five,  are  implied  hut  not  stated  in  another  call  for  reports, 
(see  Discipline,  Part  II,  chapter  ii,  pages  103,  104,)  where  the 
preacher  in  charge  is  ordered  to  "  lay  before  the  Quarterly  Con- 
ference, at  each  quarterly  meeting,  to  be  entered  on  its  journal,  a 
written  statement  of  the  number,  state,  and  average  attendance  of 
the  Sunday-schools  in  the  circuit  or  station,  and  to  report  the 
same  to  the  Annual  Conference  according  to  the  form  published 
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by  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church," 
etc.  Now,  as  this  ''  form  "  nowhere  appears  in  the  Discipline,  it  is 
not  surpiising  that  many  of  its  items  should  go  unreported  ;  nor  is 
it  surprising  that  when  a  "blank"  is  at  last  secured,  unless  the 
former  "  General  Minutes"  report  is  at  hand  for  reference  and  com- 
parison, the  second  record  should  materially  diifer  from  the  first. 
The  one  goes  to  the  "  General  Minutes,"  the  other  to  the  "  Sun- 
day-School Union,"  and  the  discrepancy  is  irremediable.  I  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  but  one  report  be  required  ;  that  it  be 
called  for  in  all  the  items  as  the  five  are  now  called  for;  and  that 
to  accomplish  this  desirable  result  the  Discipline  be  so  altered  that 
after  the  words,  "  Number  of  volumes  in  library,"  (Part  II,  chap,  i, 
sec.  •'2,  page  54,)  the  following  questions  be  inserted : 

Number  of  scholars  fifteen  years  and  over  ? 

Number  of  scliolars  under  fifteen,  except  infant  class  ? 

Number  of  scholars  in  infant  class? 

Average  attendance  of  oflBcera  and  teachers  in  whole  school? 

Total  expenses  of  the  school  this  year  ? 

Number  of  '-Sunday-School  Advocates  "  taken? 

Number  of  "  Sunday-School  Journals  "  taken  ? 

Number  of  oBBcers  and  teachers  who  are  Church-members  or  probationers  ? 

Number  of  scholars  who  are  Church-members  or  probationers? 

Number  of  conversions  this  year  ? 

5.  Notwithstanding  the  disciplinary  rule  requiring  every  preach- 
er in  charge  (page  105)  "  to  take  an  annual  collection  in  each  of 
his  appointments  in  behalf  of  the  Sunday-School  Union,"  a  large 
number  of  our  preachers  still  neglect  this  important  interest.  Out 
of  7,793  appointments  reported  in  the  General  Minutes  for  1871, 
only  4,671  took  collections  for  the  Union,  leaving  3,122  charges 
reporting  none.  Many  of  the  collections  were  reported  from  the 
poorer  sections  of  the  work.  The  neglect  occurs  often  among 
those  who  are  best  able  to  aid  the  Union. 

I  trust  that  the  General  Conference  may  reaffirm  its  resolution 
of  1868  on  this  important  matter. 

With  these  suggestions,  presented  in  all  humility,  and  with  full 
confidence  in  your  wisdom,  this  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

May  8,  1872.  J.  H.  ViNCENT,   Cor.  SeC. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  OF  THE  METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

To  THE  General  Conference  : 

It  seems  proper,  in  order  to  a  clearer  comprehension  of  what  has 
been  done  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  of  its  relation  to  Methodism  to-day,  that  something 
should  be  said  of  the  circumstances   antecedent  and    attendant 
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which  combined  to  piodiice  an  organization  which,  under  God's 
blessing,  is  to  solve  one  of  the  greatest  problems  of  our  denomina- 
tion. 

To  corapnss  fully  the  causes  which  led  to  the  organization  of 
the  Board  of  Education  would  be  to  rehearse  tlie  history  of  the 
Churelu  Called  as  the  herahl  of  Christ's  spreading  kingdom,  its 
cry  has  ever  bten,  "Free  Grace! "  And  while  all  classes  have 
come  rallying  to  its  leadership,  it  is  from  the  poor,  the  lowly,  the 
ignorant,  that  Methodism  has  first  gathered  her  strength.  Start- 
ing from  the  Univer-ity,  her  ministry,  of  necessity,  soon  had  to  re- 
cruit from  the  unlettered  ranks.  The  emergeney  of  our  early 
history  was  great,  and,  knowing  that  "  the  weak  things  "  were 
able,  in  Omnipotent  hands,  "  to  confound  the  mighty,"  men  fear- 
lessly entered  the  work  of  the  ministry  whose  only  and  best  recom- 
mendation was  a  perfect  consociation  of  such  as  they  had  to  the 
Lord's  work.  And  they  were  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  kind  of 
work  to  be  done;  it  was  the  time  for  the  rough  timber  when  our 
Church  was  laying  its  foundations  ;  q/"  the  people,  these  raenkneic 
them ;  accustomed  to  hai  dsldps,  they  were  prepared  to  meet 
them  ;  fearless  in  danger,  instant  in  season  and  out  of  season,  un- 
tutored, yet  "having  the  knowledge  of  God,"  there  was  no  place 
too  lowly,  no  iiaunt  too  vile,  no  land  too  distant  for  their  "  glad 
tidings."  Methodism  spread,  but,  no  exception  to  the  great  rule 
of  Christianity,  developed  as  well,  and  all  its  history  is  marked  by 
the  footsteps  of  progress.  The  ground  gained  in  one  decade  was 
not  the  resting-place  for  the  next.  And  so  the  laws  which  sutliced 
for  the  government  of  infancy  were  conformed  to  developing 
strength.  As  one  need  after  another  appeared,  it  was  met ;  recog- 
nizing that  childhood  was  the  time  to  master  the  man,  Sunday- 
schools  were  formed  ;  to  meet  the  quickening  intelligence  of  her 
members,  the  Church  called  forth  her  great  book  interests,  and 
schools,  academies,  and  colleges  sprang  Ito  life ;  cradled  by  a  mis- 
sionary parentage,  she  honored  her  line,  and  sent  her  sons  into  all 
lands  "  to  preacli  the  Gospel  to  every  creature." 

In  1866  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  completed  her  first 
hundred  years.  Once  feeble,  she  was  no^v  strong;  still  gathering 
from  the  poor,  she  has  come  to  count  among  hei"  numbers  the 
merchant  princes  of  the  land  ;  conversions  were  multiplying,  and, 
like  the  springing  blades  of  grain,  new  churches  were  hourly  seen 
coming  to  the  light.  Never  clinging  to  the  older  cities,  still  the 
pioneer,  she  spreads  her  work  with  the  nation's  growth  ;  unambi- 
tious of  renown,  she  has  become  the  Church  of  the  nation. 

Well  might  she  pause,  and,  viewing  her  past  and  all  the  devious 
ways  by  which  she  had  been  led,  render  praise  to  Him  whose 
guiding  presence  has  never  once  forsaken  her.  All  felt  that  the 
occasion  was  one  which  should  not  end  in  ejaculation ;  that  the 
time  was  opportune  to  stir  the  Church  to  a  quick  sense  of  her 
great  enterprises,  and  that  with  the  thanks  should  come  the  thank- 
offerings. 

As  the  people  felt  so  they  did  ;  church  debts  were  paid,  institu- 
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tions  of  learning  were  endowed,  and  benevolent  enterprises  inau- 
gurated, until  the  swelling  tide  of  contribution  touched  the  mark  set 
by  the  most  sanguine. 

From  the  countless  objects  of  local  interest  there  were  inaiign- 
ratcd  during  the  centenary  year  two  funds — one  the  "  Children's 
Fund,"  the  other  the  "General  Educalional  Fund." 

That  somebody  should  assume  for  tlie  Church  the  resp'^nsibility 
of  her  educational  interests  forced  itself  upon  the  Geneial  Confer- 
ence of  1868  as  a  necessity.  As  a  result,  the  Board  of  Education 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  created,  to  "  hold  and  aug- 
ment "  these  two  funds  mentioned — then  amounting  to  $84,000 — 
and  for  these  further  purposes,  "to  diffuse  moie  generally  the 
blessings  of  education  and  Christianity  throughout  the  United 
States  and  elsewhere;"  to  organize  the  Annual  Conferences  into 
auxiliary  work,  recognizing  as  auxiliary  such  existing  education 
societies  as  were  one  in  purpose  and  spirit;  to  try  to  control  and 
turn  into  more  effective  channels  the  great  strength  and  liberality 
which  was  being  dissipated  in  the  ill-placed  and^oo  numeious  ed- 
ucational institutions ;  and,  in  a  word,  to  become  a  general  educa- 
tional bureau.  Any  great  immediate  results  could  not  reasonably 
be  expected  from  this  "  Board,"  as  to  complete  its  organization 
nearly  two  years  were  required.  A  charter  was  obtained  in  April, 
1869,' and  January  1,  1870,  found  the  "Board"  for  the  first  time 
prepa'ed  for  its  work.  At  the  very  outset  it  found  itself  in  the 
anomalous  position  of  an  attorney  without  power :  it  might  pro- 
pose collections,  anniversaries,  and  various  measures,  but  by  what 
authority  could  it  enforce  its  work?  The  General  Conference  aj)- 
pointed  it  to  do  certain  things,  but  it  failed  to  do  more  than  '•  rec- 
ommend "  to  the  Church  the  measures  adopted  for  their  accom- 
plishment. It  soon  became  evident  that  something  more  p(.)tent 
than  "  recommendation  "  was  necessary  to  effective  Avork.  Our  first 
duty  was  to  issue  an  address  to  the  Annual  Conferences,  accom- 
panied by  other  documents  setting  forth  the  plans  and  purposes 
of  the  Board,  and  asking  the  passage  of  certain  resolutions.  One 
of  these  was  to  sanction  a  resolution  of  the  Board  to  hold  its  funds, 
"before  distributing  the  interest,  until  they  should  reach  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

To  this  measure  the  consent  of  a  number  of  the  leading  Confer- 
ences was  obtained  by  direct  resolution's,  and  in  no  case  was  there 
opposiiion.  The  next  measure  asked  was  the  celebration  of  the 
second  Sunday  in  June  of  each  year  as  the  "Children's  Day." 
Thi-<  was  heartily  indorsed  by  every  Conference  which  took  any 
action  in  the  matter,  and  collections  were  appointed  in  every 
church.  More  could  not  be  asked  from  these  Conferences  than  to 
stand  by  their  own  resolutions  ;  but  the  result  has  proved  how 
meaningless  are  these  Conference  resolves  unless  driven  home  by 
the  persistent  efibrt  of  some  resolute  man,  sustained  by  Church 
authority.  Here  and  there  a  congregation  and  Sunday-school  cel- 
ebrated the  day,  and  wrote  glowingly  of  its  beneficial  effects;  but 
the  fuuds  of  the  Society  were  not  largely  augmented  by  these  col- 
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lections.  To  explain  and  publish  this  anniversary  of  the  Church, 
articles  were  prepared  and  sent  to  every  official  Churcli  paper, 
with  a  request  for  their  insertion  and  editorial  notice,  but  co-op- 
eration in  this  direction  was  not  secured. 

The  lack  of  proper  authority  was  one  difficulty,  but  a  greater 
was  found  in  the  inertia  and  lethargy  of  editors,  preachers, 
superintendents,  and  people.  Almost  universal  acquiescence  in  our 
purposes  and  plans  catne  without  any  direct  opposition ;  but 
inertia  and  lethargy  demanded  some  power  more  direct  than  we 
could  possibly  bring  to  bear.  The  very  next  movement  was  in 
the  direction  of  organization,  to  try  and  systematize  the  enter- 
prises that  were  springing  up  for  aiding  applicants  to  the  minis- 
try, and  to  produce  such  societies  as  were  needed  for  this  and 
other  educational  purposes. 

Among  seventy-two  Annual  Conferences  we  found  but  seven 
Conference  educational  societies  established  before  1870.  Besides 
these  there  were  three  educational  societies  drawing  patronage 
from  a  number  of  the  Conferences.  Of  these  the  oldest  and  cliief 
is  the  Xew  England  Educational  Society,  claiming  patronage  from 
seven  Conferences  ;  it  has  been  in  operation  thirteen  years,  aiding 
in  all  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  young  men.  Its  report  for 
1871  shows  thirty-four  beneficiaries,  and  collections  amounting  to 
§2,569  70.  Next  in  importance  comes  the  "Ministerial  Education 
Society,"  located  at  Chicago,  which  claims  patronage  from  eight 
Conferences,  and  in  1871  reported  $3,519  88  raised  duiing  the  past 
four  years  to  aid  young  men.  The  recent  great  disaster  has  some- 
what cnppled  the  society,  while  the  calls  upon  it  are  very  great. 

The  third  society  was  that  at  New  York,  claiming  the  patronage 
of  two  Conference>*,  and  aiding  during  the  past  four  years  from 
fifty  to  sixty  candidates  for  the  ministry,  and  disbursing  from 
$5,000  to  S6,000. 

This  was  the  case  as  we  found  it,  and  our  best  energies  were 
bent  to  the  work  of  a  general  and  more  harmonious  organization. 
We  have  now  to  report  thirty-two  education  societies  in  our 
Church  already  formed,  while  eight  more  are  preparing  to  com- 
plete their  organization  at  the  next  session  of  their  Conference. 
Add  to  these  ten  Conferences  which  raise  collections  and  are  pa- 
trons of  three  of  the  above-named  societies,  but  which  have  none 
of  their  own,  and  the  result  is  a  total  of  thirty-nine  Conferences 
organized  for  purposes  of  ministerial  education,  oi-,  with  the  eight, 
forming  forty-seven  which  have  taken  this  work  in  hand.  There 
remain  yet  twenty-five  to  take  the  first  step  in  the  movement,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  information  we  can  obtaiu.  Concerning  one 
we  are  in  <loubt ;  three  are  Mission  Conferences,  six  are  territorial, 
nine  are  colored,  and  scarcely  prepared  as  yet  to  sustain  separate 
societies ;  while  six,  through  indift'erence  or  procrastination,  push 
the  matter  off.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  only  seven  or  eight  Con- 
ferences immediately  eligible  remain  in  whicli  the  work  of  organ- 
ization has  not  been  either  begun  or  completed,  the  balance  lack- 
ing, as  yet,  sufficient  maturity  for  each  to  undertake  a  separate 
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work.  It  suggests  itself,  that  one  or  two  societies  for  our  colored 
Conferences,  and  a  similar  arrangement  for  the  territorial,  would 
better  answer  for  a  time  the  wants  of  these  parts  of  our  work  than 
the  plan  recommended  to  the  older  and  stronger  Conferences. 
Now  what  has  been  accomplished  by  these  thirty-two  education 
societies?  As  the  majority  of  them  have  been  formed  since  1S70 
not  much  is  to  be  looked  for,  as  they  just  begin  to  realize  iheir 
existence.  Constitutionally,  every  Church  education  society  whicli 
is  one  with  us  in  purpose,  by  sending  its  statistics  annually,  is 
recognized  as  auxiliary  to  this  Board.  Such  statistics,  very  in- 
complete, have  been  received  from  most  of  the  societies  for  last 
year. 

Seventeen  education  societies  are  directly  auxiliary  to  this 
Board  by  resolution  or  article  of  their  constitution  ;  while  eight 
others,  having  sent  their  statistics,  are  deemed  auxiliary  by  our 
constitution.  The  amount  of  money  devoted  to  the  assistance  of 
young  men  preparing  for  the  ministry  amounted  last  year  to  about 
$12,000.  Some  societies  we  know  have  raised  money  not  reported, 
and  others  have  not  expended  all  they  raised.  The  above  sum 
was  collected  among  seventeen  societies. 

Eight  societies  report  a  total  of  eighty-two  beneficiaries.  As 
we  have  been  lanable  to  ascertain  the  balances  carried  forward 
from  preceding  years,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  the  average  amount 
given  to  each  beneficiary,  but  it  cannot  exceed  $50. 

The  educational  funds  paid  into  the  Central  Centenary  Commit- 
tee, as  the  result  of  centenary  collections,  were  the  Snnday-School 
Children's  Fund,  amounting  to  $56,674  40,  and  the  General  Edu- 
cational Fund,  amounting  to  89,155  32,  making  a  total  of  $65,829  72. 
By  additional  collections  and  interest  these  funds  had  increased 
when  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Education  respectively 
to  $70,000  and  $14,000.  By  collections  and  judicious  investment 
the  Sunday-School  Children's  Fund  has  now  reached  the  sum  of 
$83,785  66,  and  the  General  Educational  Fund,  $15,727  78, 
amounting  together  to  $99,543  44.  A  full  detail  of  the  finances 
of  the  Board  accompanies  this  report. 

The  relation  between  the  Board  of  Education  and  its  auxiliaries 
is  dependent  on  resolutions  and  the  sending  of  statistics.  By  our 
constitution  all  auxiliary  societies  have  the  right  to  devote  their 
collections  according  to  the  discretion  of  their  Conferences,  ex- 
cepting that  money  given  as  permanent  funds  must  come  to  this 
Board  unless  the  society  collecting  it  be  incorporated.  All  col- 
lections made  for  the  two  general  funds  come,  of  course,  directly 
to  our  treasury.  Permit  us  to  suggest  that  a  percentage  of  the 
collections  made  by  Conferences  or  local  societies  be  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Education,  not  only  for  the  more  rapid  and  constant 
increase  of  its  funds,  but  to  give  a  connectional  aspect  to  the 
whole  work  of  the  societies,  and  to  bind  them  into  that  compact- 
ness which  characterizes  the  other  enterprises  of  the  Church. 

We  are  called  upon  to  make  the  sad  statement,  that  of  twelve 
members  composing  the  Board  elected  by  the  last  General  Con- 
45 
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ference  three  have  been  called  to  their  reward — Kingsley,  M'Clin- 
tock,  and  Rich,  All  of  them  originators  and  promoters  of  education, 
and  iilcntitied  with  our  educational  institutions,  their  loss  seems 
irreparable.  As  founder  of  this  Society,  Dr.  M'Clintock  was  specially 
endeared  to  us ;  his  fertile  biain  and  great  heart  gave,  more  than 
any  otlier,  the  inspiration  of  this  enterprise.  The  decease  of  Isaac 
Rich  occurring  so  recently,  his  place  remains  unfilled  ;  but  Bishop 
Ames,  and  Dr.  Porter,  of  New  Jersey,  were  elected  to  fill  the  pla- 
ces of  Bishop  Kingsley  and  Dr.  M'Clintock.  According  to  the  terms 
of  the  constitution  the  General  Conference  Avill  be  required  to  elect 
for  a  period  of  twelve  years  four  persons,  two  ministers,  of  whom 
one  must  be  a  Bishop,  and  two  laymen,  to  take  the  place  of  Bishop 
Kingsley,  Dr.  W.  L.  Harris,  Harvey  B.  Lane,  and  Isaac  Rich ; 
also  one  minister  for  four  years  in  place  of  Dr.  M'Clintock. 

The  work  of  the  Board  has  thus  far  been  conducted  without 
expense,  except  an  inconsiderable  sum  for  clerk-hire  and  incident- 
als. Such  time  and  thought  as  the  Corresponding  Secretary  has 
been  able  to  give,  if  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  the  Church, 
have  at  least  been  cheerfully  as  well  as  gratuitously  bestowed. 

And  now,  brethren,  met  by  great  difficulties,  lacking  proper 
authority,  confronted  by  lethargy  and  local  prejudice,  and  gov- 
erned, perhaps,  by  false  notions  of  economy,  still  by  voluminous 
and  persistent  correspondence  we  are  able  to  set  before  you  a 
work  of  organization  well  advanced.  On  all  sides  we  find  a  grow- 
ing interest  in  this  great  question ;  the  Church  organs  and  educa- 
tional conventions  are  discussing  it,  while  the  whole  Church  is 
looking  for  this  General  Conference  to  take  an  advanced  step  on 
this  subject.  Our  funds  have  now  reached  an  amount  Avhere  we 
feel  warranted  in  distributing  the  interest ;  fifty  young  men  may 
well  be  aided  during  the  coming  year.  Collections  are  yet  insig- 
nificant, but  once  rouse  the  Church  and  the  money  will  pour  into 
the  treasury  of  every  Conference  society,  while  bequests  and  dona- 
tions are  now  ready  and  waiting  to  be  made  to  that  body  which 
shall  prove  itself  capable  for  its  work. 

Our  work,  to  be  done  more  efficiently,  must  be  done  more  di- 
rectly. There  is  need  for  an  officer  whose  whole  time  and  thought 
may  be  devoted  to  it ;  who,  while  the  Societies  are  in  a  formative 
state,  can  go  to  them,  and.  by  personal  inspiration,  give  force  and 
direction  to  each  ettbrt. 

In  our  judgment  the  Board  of  Education  should  be  placed  on  a 
footing  Avith  the  other  enterprises  of  the  Church,  its  collections  and 
those  of  its  auxiliaries  should  be  imperative,  for  the  greater  the 
success  of  the  other  societies  the  greater  the  need  for  this.  While 
they  create  a  demand,  it  is  the  mission  of  this  Society  to  produce 
the  supply.  Edmund  S.  Janes,  John  S.  Porteb, 

Edward  R.  Ames,  James  Harlan, 

William  L.  Harris,  Harvey  B.  Lane, 

John  W.  Lindsay,  Oliver  Hoyt, 

Thomas  Bowman,  John  Elliott, 

Charles  C.  North. 
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QUADRENNIAL  REPORT   OF   THE   TRUSTEES   OF  THE   CHAR- 
TERED FUND. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference 
OF  THE  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States 
OF  America. 
Fathers  and  Brethren  :  The  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund 
respectfully  submit  to  the  General  Conference  their  Quadrennial 
Report  of  the  condition  of  that  Fund,  designed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Morn-out  preachers,  their  widows  and  children.  The  Trustees 
regret  that  an  object  so  laudable  does  not  more  deeply  impress 
the  Church  at  large,  and  stimulate  such  additions  to  the  Fund  as 
would  provide  hirger  dividends  to  the  beneficiaries  in  the  several 
Conferences  —  a  class  so  eminently  and  religiously  entitled  to 
grateful  consideration.  While  the  capital  of  the  Fund  does  not 
grow  so  i-apidly  as  it  ought,  in  view  of  its  aim,  the  Conferences 
multiply  so  fast,  and  doubtless  largely  through  the  agency  of  the 
very  men  who  have  exhausted  their  strength  of  body  and  mind  to 
produce  this  otherwise  grand  and  glorious  result,  as  to  make  the 
dividends  almost  insignificant  to  any  one  Conference  for  practical 
relief 

If  the  wisdom  of  the  General  Conference  could  initiate  any 
scheme  or  plan  by  which  the  Fund  could  be  enlarged,  and  its  abil- 
ity enhanced  to  do  something  commensurate  with  the  just  and 
equitable  claims  of  those  for  whose  benefit  the  Fund  was  originated, 
the  Trustees  will  joyfully  indorse,  and,  to  the  extent  of  their  power, 
labor  to  make  such  plan  effective. 

The  amount  of  the  Fund  as  it  stood  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1872,  was  as  follows,  namely: 

Invested  funds $40,117  75 

Uninvested  funds 68  91 

Total $40,186  66 

Amount  as  per  our  report  of  January  1,  1868,  to  the  last  General  Con- 
ference     27,759  99 

Increase  since  last  General  Conference $12,426  67 

The  above  increase  has  been  derived  from  the  following  persons  and 

sources : 

From  Hev.  S.  T.  Gillette,  Indiana  Conference $55  05 

J.  Ford  Convey,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Rev.  T.  B.  Butler,  late 

of  Greene  County,  Ohio 1,000  00 

Rev.  A.  Wlieeler,  per  T.  T.  Mason,  North  Ohio  Conference 70  00 

Rev.  A.  J.  Kynett,  J.  C.  Rosecrantz's  Promissory  Note 100  00 

James  Long,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  Centenary  money,  Philadelphia  Con- 
ference           280  72 

Rev.  William  C.  Hoyt,  Centenary  offerings 5,204  58 

Rev.  C.  H.  Jackson,  per  T.  T.  Mason,  Pittsburgh  Conference 77  86 
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Rev.  A.  Wheeler,  North  Ohio  Conference $275  00 

Rev.  A.  J.  Kynett,  from  William  D.  Chinn,  executor  of  the  estate  of 

Mrs.  Nancy  J.  Wood,  late  of  Greene  County,  Illinois 1,756  50 

Messrs.  Hitchcock  and  Walden 816  86 

Rev.  0.  L.  Gibson,  subscription  of  C.  P.  Cash,  Towanda 20  50 

Oliver  Hovt,  Esq.,  Centenary  moneys 885  08 

Rev.  J.  B."  Foote,  Black  River  Conference 131  75 

Rev.  R.  T.  Hancock,  East  Genesee  Conference 5  00 

J.  P.  Magee,  Esq.,  East  Maine  Conference 217  50 

J.  P.  Magee,  Esq.,  Vermont  Conference 19  50 

Rev.  A.  Lybrand,  Ohio  Conference,  per  Carlton  &  Lanahan 24  58 

James  Stevenson,  Esq.,  New  York  East  Conference,  per  Carlton  & 

Lanahan 438  82 

S.  C.  Perkins,  Esq.,  account  of  J.  J.  Boswell 455  87 

T.  J.  Clayton,  Esq.,  legacy 50  00 

Rev.  L.  A.  Eddy,  Central  New  York  Conference 57  00 

Rev.  W.  C.  Pierce,  per  Dr.  Kynett,  North  Ohio  Conference 25  00 

Profits  on  investments  changed 459  50 

Total $12,426  67 

Besides  the  above  receipts  of  money,  a  number  of  pi-omissory 
notes  received  from  Rev.  J.  S.  Munsell,  of  the  Central  Illinois 
Conference,  ranging  from  five  dollars  i;pward,  were  received  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  our  attorney  for  collection,  who  reports  he 
has  received  on  account  of  said  notes  the  sum  of  873  80.  It  would 
have  been  better,  we  think,  if  they  had  been  kept  in  the  country 
where  they  are  payable,  and  the  drawers  are  known. 

Very  much  of  the  nominal  amount,  we  fear,  we  will  never  be 
able  to  realize  at  our  distance  from  the  parties. 

There  was  also  donated  from  within  the  bounds  of  the  Illinois 
Conference  a  small  tract  of  land,  which  the  Rev.  C.  "W.  C.  Mun- 
sell  has  been  arranging  for  the  sale  of,  but  we  are  not  advised  that 
the  arrangement  is  yet  consummated. 

The  amount  of  interest  for  division  among  the  Conferences  was 

In  1869 $2,206  48 

"    1870   2,308  41 

"    1871 2,447  50 

"    1872 2,727  58 

In  the  year  1868  the  sum  of  $27  00  was  distributed  to  each  Conference. 

"  1869         "  30  00  "  " 

1870         "  30  00  "  " 

"  1871         "  30  00  "  " 

"  1872         "  35  00  "  " 

The  Fund  still  pays  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  Miss 
Sarah  Morton.     The  funds  are  invested  as  follows  : 

Bonds  and  mortgages  on  real  estate $18,500  00 

Insurance  Company  stocks 9S9  00 

Philadelphia  City  six  per  cent,  bonds,  free  of  tax 12,178  75 

Ground  rents,  secured  by  brick  buDdings 8,350  00 

Rosecrantz's  promissory  note 100  00 

^  $40,117  75 

Uninvested  funds 68  91 

Total  Jan.  1,  1872 $40,186  66 
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All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.    By  order  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Chartered  Fund. 

Thomas  Greenban^k,  President  pro  tern. 
Arthur  M.  Burton,  Secretary. 
John  Whiteman,  Treasurer. 


53. — Journal,  page  361. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  CHAR- 
TERED FUND. 

To  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference 
OF  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  now  sitting  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. 
Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  In  addition  to  the  report  that  has 
been  already  presented  to  you  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the 
Chartered  Fund,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  death 
of  two  of  our  number — Brothers  Thomas  Wilmer  and  Tillinghast 
K.  Collins — since  the  last  General  Conference,  and  of  the  action 
of  the  Board  in  reference  to  the  supply  of  the  vacancies  occa- 
sioned thereby. 

The  annexed  extract  from  the  Minutes  will  show  that  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Trustees,  held  January  11,  1871,  Brother  John  F.  Keen 
was  elected  a  Trustee  in  the  place  of  Brother  Thomas  Wilmer, 
deceased,  and  Brother  James  Long  was  elected  in  the  place  of 
Brother  T.  K.  Collins,  deceased. 

By  the  charter  and  constitution  of  this  corporation  it  becomes 
necessary  that  the  persons  thus  elected  as  trustees  should  be  ap- 
proved by  this  General  Conference. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund, 
heldJanuartj  11,  1871. 

"  Two  of  the  members  of  this  Board  have  departed  this  life  during  tlie  past 
year,  (1870.)  Brothers  Thomas  Wilmer  and  T.  K.  Collins,  the  former  our  late  be- 
loved President,  and  both  for  many  }'ears  associated  with  us  in  this  trust. 

"  They  were  ripe  in  years,  and  bore  the  infirmities  of  their  dechning  days  with 
a  sweet  spirit  of  Christian  resignation.  We  bear  record  to  the  usefulness  and 
puritj'  of  tlieir  lives,  and  their  triumphant  death  gives  assurance  of  a  blissful  im- 
mortalit.v.     '  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints.'  " 

On  motion,  the  Board  proceeded  to  an  election  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned 
by  the  decease  of  Brothers  Wilmer  and  Collins. 

Brother  John  F.  Keen  was  elected  a  trustee  in  place  of  Brother  Wilmer,  deceased 

Brother  James  Long  was  elected  a  trustee  in  place  of  Brother  Collins,  deceased. 
(A  true  extract.)  Attest,  Artuub  M.  Burton,  Secretary. 

Philadelpuia,  J/ay  27,  1872. 


710  Journal  of  the  General  Conference.  [1872. 


54. — Journal,  page  228. 

MEMORIAL    OF    THE    NATIONAL   LOCAL   PREACHEPwS'  ASSO- 
CIATION. 

To  THE  Bishops  and  Members  or  the  General  Conference. 

Reverend  and  Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  The  under- 
signed were  appointed,  at  the  fourteenth  annual  session  of  the 
"  National  Local  Preachers'  Association  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  in  the  United  States,"  held  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
October  21-24,  1871,  a  deputation  to  present  to  you  the  frater- 
nal regards  of  the  Association,  and  that  you  may  be  endowed  with 
wisdom  and  knowledge,  and  have  the  spirit  of  Christ  in  all  your 
deliberations  for  the  promotion  and  success  of  Methodism. 

It  is  generally  known  that  the  object  and  aim  of  this  organiza- 
tion has  been  to  elevate  the  standard  of  ministerial  character 
amono;  local  preachers  in  every  respect,  and  make  them  worthy  of 
the  fullest  confidence  of  the  Church,  command  the  respect  of  the 
refined  and  educated,  and  occupy  a  position  in  society  in  keeping 
with  their  high  calling.  At  these  annual  gatherings  representa- 
tives from  all  parts  of  the  work  come  together  for  counsel,  com- 
pare personal  experience  and  observations  and  methods  of  labor, 
and  also  discuss  questions  bearing  upon  our  work  generally. 

When  the  Association  was  first  organized  there  were  few  local 
organizations,  chiefly  confined  to  Eastern  cities.  Since  the  last 
session  of  the  General  Conference  three  of  the  four  annual  sessions 
have  been  held  in  Western  cities— Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati,  and 
Indianapolis — and  the  results  are  already  seen  in  the  organization 
of  District  and  Conference  Associations  in  several  States. 

But  as  stated,  the  chief  objects  of  the  Association  are  to  seek 
through  organized  and  systematic  efibrts  to  render  local  preachers 
more  efticient  and  acceptable,  and  to  prevent  by  proper  means  the 
licensing  of  persons  to  preach  until  they  give  ample  proof  of  hav- 
ing suitable  gifts  and  graces  for  the  relation,  and  have  passed  a 
satisfactory  examination.  The  question  of  organizing  District 
Conferences  was  fully  discussed  at  our  last  session,  and  the  con- 
.  elusion  reached  was  that  a  body  of  this  character  might  be  em- 
powered to  accomplish  the  objects  sought.  For  this  purpose  the 
following  memorial  was  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  presented  to 
the  General  Conference,  asking  for  the  organization  of  District 
Conferences : 

Resolved,  That  we  memorialize  the  General  Conference  as  follows: 

1.  To  organize  in  each  Presiding  Elder's  district  a  District  Conference,  to  be 
composed  "of  all  the  traveling  and  local  preachers  in  the  district,  to  be  presided 
over  by  the  Presiding  Elder,  and  to  meet  semi-annually. 

2.  To  give  this  District  Conference  authority  to  receive,  license,  try,  and  expel 
local  preachers,  and  also  to  recommend  suitable  persons  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence to  be  received  into  the  traveling  connection,  and  for  ordination  as  local 
deacons  and  elders. 
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3.  To  authorize  the  District  Conference  to  assign  each  local  preacher  to  a  field 
of  labor  for  the  quarter,  and  to  hold  him  strictly  responsible  for  an  efiBcient  per- 
formance of  his  work. 

We  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  General  Conference  of  1864,  to  have  inserted  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  respective  Annual  Conferences  the  name,  post-office 
address,  and  relation  of  local  preachers,  has  been  observed  only  by 
a  few  of  the  Conferences,  and  we  therefore  respectfully  request  that 
the  Presidin<>-  Elder  of  each  district  be  required  to  furnish  a  cor- 
rect list  of  the  local  preachers  for  publication  annually  in  the 
printed  Minutes  of  each  Conference. 

And  we  further  respectfully  request,  that  if  suitable  provision  is 
not  made  for  local  preachers  in  the  newspaper  or  periodical  litera- 
ture of  the  Cliurch,  that  the  Book  Committee  be  directed  to  pro- 
vide for  them  a  "  Bureau  of  Correspondence  "  for  their  benefit. 
We  ask  for  the  appointment  of  a  Special  Conmiittee,  if  agreeable 
to  the  Conference,  before  whom  the  deputation  can  piesent  their 
wishes  fully  and  in  detail.     Respectfully^  submitted, 

Thomas  T.  Tasker,  Sr.,  Philadelphia, 
James  Riddle,  Wilmington,  Del., 
William  Wood,  Trenton,  N.  J., 
Charles  H.  Applegate,  New  York, 
John  Cottier,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
William  H.  Kincaid,  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
John  F.  Foubus,  Cincinnati,  O., 
Daniel  T.  Macfaelan,  Yonkei-s,  N.  Y., 
Edward  Hefner,  Baltimore,  Md., 
Aaron  Gurnet,  Valparaiso,  Ind. 
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QUADRENNIAL    REPORT    OF    THE    BOSTON    THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren:  In  accordance  with  the  ex- 
pressed desire  of  previous  General  Conferences,  the  Trustees  of 
Boston  University,  as  legal  successors  to  the  Trustees  of  Boston 
Theological  Seminary,  would  herewith  submit  a  brief  report  of 
the  progress  and  present  condition  of  the  institution  henceforth 
intrusted  to  their  care. 

The  number  of  students  in  attendance  four  years  ago  was  thii*- 
ty-two.  The  next  year  it  rose  to  forty-four,  the  next  to  fifty- 
nine,  the  next  to  eighty-one,  while  for  the  present  year  it  has 
amounted  to  ninety-four.  Our  average  annual  increase  for  the 
four  years  has  been  thirteen,  average  annual  attendance,  seventy. 
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In  18G8  we  had  among  our  students  but  two  graduates  of  col- 
leges ;  this  year  we  have  forty-four  of  that  standing,  representing 
fifteen  different  colleges  and  universities.  Nor  has  this  growth 
been  merely  local.  At  the  beginning  of  the  quadrennium  sixty 
per  cent,  of  our  students  were  from  New  England,  forty  from 
other  States;  at  its  close  but  twelve  per  cent,  are  from  New  En- 
gland, while  eighty-eight  per  cent,  are  from  the  regions  beyond. 
In  1868  bat  five  States  outside  of  New  England  were  represented  ; 
this  year  there  are  ten,  besides  British  America,  England,  and 
Wales.  These  proofs  of  the  gj-oAving  appreciation  of  our  school 
will  be  as  gratifying  to  you  as  they  have  been  to  us. 

During  the  quadrennium  two  new  professors  have  been  added 
to  the  faculty,  the  Rev.  John  W.  Lindsay.  D.D.,  for  the  Chair  of 
Exegetical  Theology,  and  the  Rev.  James  E.  Latimer,  D.D.,  for 
the  Chair  of  Historical  Theology.  The  faculty  now  consists  of 
five  regular  professors,  four  lecturers,  and  six  special  instructors. 

The  practice  of  supplementing  the  labors  of  the  regular  fac- 
ulty by  the  employment  of  lecturers  extraordinary  was  intro- 
duced at  the  time  of  the  removal  from  Concord  to  Boston.  The 
result  has  been  very  satisfactory.  Several  of  the  courses  have 
already  been  published  in  book  form,  and  others  equally  deserve 
to  be.  Being  open  to  the  public,  they  have  done  much  to  en- 
hance the  reputation  and  local  appreciation  of  the  institution. 

From  the  first  it  has  been  a  pai"t  of  our  plan  to  secure  one 
course  of  lectures  annually  from  some  member  of  our  Board  of 
Bishops.  Their  kind  co-operation,  so  far  as  it  has  been  possible 
for  them  to  give  it,  deserves  and  receives  our  most  grateful 
acknowledgment.  To  many  other  overworked  brethren  we  are 
almost  equally  indebted.  From  the  list  published  in  the  accom- 
panying Annual  Report  of  the  Seminary  for  the  present  year,  it 
will  be  seen  that  our  efibrt  to  secure  for  this  service  some  of  the 
ablest  men  of  the  country  has  not  been  unsuccessful. 

From  the  beginning  it  has  been  a  cherished  aim  of  our  institu- 
tion to  promote  a  missionary  spirit  and  to  train  candidates  for 
missionary  service.  One  prominent  argument  for  its  original 
establishment  was  the  felt  need  of  more  and  better  trained  mis- 
sionaries. Dr.  Dempster,  the  great  organizer  and  leading  spirit 
in  the  Concord  period,  had  himself  devoted  five  years  to  personal 
missionary  service  in  the  Soixth  American  field. 

At  an  early  period  a  Missionary  Association  was  fijrmed  by  the 
faculty  and  students,  and  direct  correspondence  opened  with  mis- 
sionaries abroad.  Through  the  zeal  and  liberality  of  Dr.  Butler, 
the  foundation  of  a  valuable  missionary  library  and  cabinet  was 
laid,  and  the  reading-room  supplied  with  the  leading  missionary 
periodicals  of  the  world.  Such  men  as  Dr.  A.  L.  Long,  of  Con- 
stantinople, P^dwin  W.  Parker,  of  India,  Brothers  Baldwin  and 
Martin,  of  China,  show  how  well  these  efforts  to  enlist  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  young  men  for  aggressive  work  were  repaid. 

In  1869,  the  jubilee  year  of  our  Church  Missionary  Society,  the 
trustees  of  the  Seminary  secured  the  co-operation  of  Drs.  Durbin, 
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Butler,  Wentworth,  and  Lore,  in  offering  the  Church  new  and 
more  direct  facilities  for  the  training  of  foreign  missionaries. 
Some  of  the  considerations  leading  to  this  action  were  stated  in 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Seminary  for  that  year.  Since  that 
time  lectures  on  missions  have  been  delivered  by  the  Dean  of  the 
Faculty  regularly  once  a  week,  an  annual  course  of  public  mis- 
sionary lectures  provided,  numerous  addresses  secured  from  dis- 
tinguished returned  missionaries,  and  a  great  variety  of  general 
facilities  for  missionary  study  spread  before  our  students. 

The  result  lias  been  all  we  could  have  expected.  A  number  of 
the  young  men,  including  some  of  the  most  promising  of  all,  have 
signified  their  readiness  to  accept  appointment  to  foreign  fields, 
while  the  whole  body  have  come  to  cherish  a  more  intelligent 
interest  in  mission  work,  and  to  more  fully  realize  their  personal 
and  official  obligations  with  respect  to  its  support.  We  con- 
fidently count  upon  your  hearty  indorsement  and  aid  in  all  fur- 
ther efforts  to  make  this  department  as  efficient  as  possible. 

Since  the  last  General  Conference  the  pecuniary  support  of  our 
school  has  been  pi-ovided  for  in  a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  all 
its  friends. 

In  October,  1869,  our  honored  and  beloved  colleague,  the  late 
and  lamented  Isaac  Rich,  not  content  with  having  already  given 
$100,000  toward  the  endowment  of  the  Seminary,  came  forward 
with  the  princely  offer  of  another  hundred  thousand  for  building 
purposes,  on  condition  that  other  patrons  would  raise  an  equal 
sum  to  complete  the  endowment.  Generous  responses  to  this 
offer  were  soon  made,  and  before  his  death  it  was  our  brother's 
pleasure  to  see  his  proposition  prospectively  more  than  met. 

Meantime,  however,  and  indeed  very  soon  after  making  the 
aforesaid  proposition,  Mr.  Rich  decided  to  devote  the  bulk  of  his 
ample  fortune  to  the  founding  of  a  Christian  University  of  the 
highest  grade  in  the  city  of  Boston.  A  charter  was  secured,  a 
board  of  trustees  organized,  and  general  statutes  adopted.  To 
yet  more  amply  guarantee  the  future  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary, and  to  preclude  the  evils  which  might  arise  from  the  exist- 
ence in  the  same  city  of  two  rival  educational  establishments 
under  our  ecclesiastical  patronage,  he  proposed  to  the  trustees  of 
the  Seminary  a  transference  of  their  school  to  the  care  and  sup- 
port of  the  new  University.  The  proposition  was  accompanied 
by  terms  so  liberal  that  the  Seminary  trustees  and  patronizing 
Conferences  unanimously  approved. 

Accordingly,  an  enabling  act  having  been  passed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  Massachusetts,  (approved  March  30,  1871,)  the 
Seminary  was  thereupon,  with  all  its  trusts  and  traditions,  trans- 
ferred to  the  guardianship  of  the  Trustees  of  Boston  University. 
But  a  few  months  later  the  sudden  decease  of  our  noble  friend 
revealed  to  all  the  world  the  munificence  of  his  provision  both 
for  the  maintenance  of  our  theological  school  and  for  the  creation 
of  new  departments. 

The  terms  upon  which  the    former  trustees  of  the  Seminary 
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transferred  it  to  our  hands  may  be  spen  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  present  year.  In  accordance  with  the  first  of  them  the  cus- 
tomary annual  collection  for  the  school  has  been  discontinued 
throughout  our  patronizingr  Conferences,  and  all  the  varied  advan- 
tagesof  the  institution  are  henceforth  at  the  service  of  the  Church 
without  money  and  without  price. 

The  pres',.'nt  scholastic  year  closes  the  first  quarter  of  a  century 
of  our  Seminary's  life  since  its  establishment  in  Concord.  By  a 
singular  coincidence  it  also  closes  the  first  third  of  a  century 
since  its  first  projection  in  1839,  the  centenary  year  of  universal 
Methodism.  The  record  of  these  periods  prompts  to  liveliest 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God.  At  the  same  time  it  has  its  signifi- 
cant lesson.  It  reminds  us  that  in  this  world  we  can  never  call 
our  work  finished.  It  suggests  that  in  this  great  and  growing 
Church  of  ours  the  work  of  the  next  third  of  a  century  must  be 
vastly  greater  than  that  of  the  past  has  been. 

The  demand  for  more  and  better  educated  ministers  is  waxing 
louder  and  iouder.  The  necessity  is  becoming  more  and  more 
imperious.  To  you  who  are  providentially  called  to  revise  the 
methods  and  machinery  of  our  entire  Chuich  work  may  God 
grant  special  insight  and  direction !  Under  his  gracious  guid- 
ance, may  those  measures  be  adopted  which  shall  most  conduce 
to  the  efliciency  of  the  Church  and  to  the  honor  of  his  name  I 

In  behalf  of  the  Ti-ustees  of  Boston  University. 

Jacob  Sleepek,  President  of  Corporation. 
Fbaxcis  a.  Perry,  /Secretary. 

Boston,  April  25,  1872. 
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QUADRENOTAL  REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  GARRETT  BIBLICAL 
INSTITUTE. 

To  THE  Bishops  akd  Members  of  the  GeneFvAL  Coxfekexce 
OF  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  : 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :  Since  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Garrett  Biblical  Institute  to  the  last  General  Conference,  the  his- 
tory of  the  Institute  has  been  one  of  mingled  pro-perity  and 
calamity. 

During  the  last  quadrennium  a  much  larger  number  of  students 
has  been  in  attendance  than  in  any  other  of  its  existence.  The 
graduates  of  this  school  are  to  be  found  in  nearly  all  the  Western 
Conferences  asfiir  as  to  the  Pacific,  and  in  some  of  the  Conferences 
East.  A  considerable  number  are  also  in  our  missions  in  India 
and  China,  at  their  posts,  still  laboring  to  push  on  the  conquests 
of  the  Redeemer  in  those  heathen  lands. 

The  Trustees  believe  there  has  been  uniformly  cultivated  and 
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maintained  among  the  students  a  large  measure  of  the  spirit  of 
Christ,  and  a  personal  piety  which  is  above  all  endowments  and 
culture  of  the  intellect.  It  has  been  and  will  be  the  purpose  of 
those  having  this  school  of  the  prophets  in  charge  to  give  the 
graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit  a  pre-eminence  which  no  learning  can 
supply. 

The  students  maintain  an  earnest  missionary  zeal,  and  several 
are  awaiting  any  call  that  may  be  made  to  them  to  foreign  lands. 
From  their  work  in  Sabbath-schools,  and  in  preaching  in  Chica- 
go and  the  surrounding  country,  hundreds  of  conversions  have 
occurred. 

Since  this  school  was  established  over  seven  hundred  have  gone 
from  its  halls  into  the  itinerant  and  missionary  work. 

The  aggregate  immber  of  students  for  each  year  during  the  last 
quadrenniura  is  as  follows  : 

For    the  first  year 115 

"     second  year 120 

"     third  year 150 

"     fourth  year 194 

The  same  rule  as  to  admission  is  observed  as  heretofore.  Per- 
sons not  licensed  to  preach  are  received  on  recommendation  of  a 
Quarterly  Conference. 

Graduates  of  colleges  only  are  received  as  candidates  for  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity  on  the  completion  of  the  theo- 
logical course.  Students  with  literary  preparation  equivalent  to 
that  of  the  first  years  of  the  college  currictilum  are  put  on  the  full 
theological  course  for  graduation  to  the  diploma  only.  Some  at- 
tend on  a  shorter  course  without  graduating. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Trustees,  as  fast  as  income  shall  allow, 
to  enlarge  the  facilities  of  this  institution  by  further  additions  of 
competent  instructors  and  lecturers,  by  additions  also  of  valuable 
works  of  reference  to  the  library,  and  by  all  other  effective  means 
and  agencies. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Kidder,  who  had  for  fifteen  years  been  con- 
nected with  this  institution,  and  whose  active  and  efficient  services 
largely  contributed  to  the  eminent  success  which  has  marked  its 
course,  has  resigned  his  position  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  a  pro- 
fessorship in  Drew  Theological  Seminary,  where  the  Church  will 
continue  to  receive  the  benefit  of  his  long  experience  and  eminent 
qualifications  as  a  teacher. 

The  late  disastrous  conflagration  at  Chicago  destroyed  a  block 
oi  stores  recently  erected,  with  all  the  other  sources  of  income,  and 
left  a  large  debt  upon  the  institution,  which  not  only  deranged  all 
plans  of  immediate  increase  in  the  faculty,  but  actually  en- 
dangered the  loss  of  a  large  \>^xV  of  the  endowment  property. 

The  appeal  made  to  the  Church  for  aid  to  save  the  imperiled  in- 
terests of  the  Church  met  with  such  an  answering  sympathy  and 
noble  response,  though  wholly  inadequate  to  supply  the  losses,  so 
materially  aided  present  necessities,  and  inspired  the  local  friends 
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with  fiesh  courage  and  a  determination  to  redouble  their  efforts  to 
help  themselves,  that  they  have  put  forth  new  and  wonderful 
energy  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings  in  the  place  of  those 
consumed. 

The  professors,  with  most  commendable  devotion  and  self- 
sacrifice,  have  remained  at  their  posts,  trusting  to  the  liberality  of 
the  Church  for  means  to  carry  on  the  institution  until  its  income 
shall  be  restored.  It  is  our  earnest  hope,  with  the  blessing  of 
Providence,  that  within  the  coming  year  the  sources  of  income 
will  be  so  restored  as  to  enable  ten  masters  fully  to  man  the  insti- 
tution, and  continue  it  on  in  its  course  of  blessing  the  Church  and 
the  world.  Gkant  Goodrich, 

President  Board  of  Trustees. 


Of  . — Journal,  page   310. 

REPORT  OF  DREW  THEOLOGICAL  SEailNARY. 

The  Drew  Theological  Seminary  was  opened  for  the  admission 
of  students  in  November,  1867.  It  was  founded  at  Madison,  N.  J., 
by  the  nmniticence  of  Daniel  Drew,  Esq.,  who  gave  for  that  object 
a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  about  ninety-five  acres,  with  the  im- 
provements upon  it,  and  the  sum  of  $250,000  as  a  permanent  fund 
of  endowment.  He  likewise  laid  tlie  foundation  of  a  library  by 
the  purchase  of  volumes  to  the  amount  of  810,000,  and  has  added 
to  the  buildings  and  necessary  conveniences  for  the  school  the 
professors'  residences  and  other  accessories,  till  the  entire  aggre- 
gate of  his  benefactions  to  the  institution  rather  exceeds  than  falls 
below  half  a  million  of  dollars  in  value. 

The  design  of  the  school,  as  the  name  implies,  is  to  educate  for 
the  Christian  ministry  young  men  whom  the  Church  approves  as 
suitable  candidates.  The  course  of  study,  corresponding  sub- 
stantially 10  that  pursued  in  the  other  theological  seminaries  of  the 
country,  is  specially  intended  for  college  graduates,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  embraces  the  needful  preliminary  branches  for  such  as 
have  not  had  the  advantage  of  a  full  academic  preparation.  The 
number  of  students  during  the  four  years  of  its  operation  has 
steadily  increased,  until  it  now  reaches  fully  one  hundred  in  actual 
attendance.  For  particulars  on  all  these  and  kindred  points  we 
refer  to  the  several  annual  catalogues  of  the  institution. 

During  the  brief  period  the  Seminary  has  been  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  a  very  large  proportion  of  those  eminent  names 
which  have  lately  been  transferred  from  the  records  of  the  Church 
militant  to  those  of  the  Church  triumphant.  Besides  the  four 
Bishops  recently  deceased,  who  were  by  the  organic  law  of  the 
school  members  of  its  Board  of  Council,  in  addition  to  three  of  its 
most  valued  trustees,  one  a  highly  philanthropic  and  widely  useful 
layman,  and  the  other  a  greatly  esteemed  minister,  it  has  lost  in 
the  death  of  two  of  the  professors,  Drs.  M'Clintock  and  Nadal, 
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two  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  the  literary  and  ministerial 
ranks  of  Methodism.  Their  memory  is  fragrant  in  the  Church, 
and  we  trust  their  mantle  has  fallen  upon  not  a  few  of  the  young 
men  who  were  privileged  with  their  instruction.  The  Faculty  as 
now  reconstructed  presents,  we  trust,  ample  guaranty  to  the 
Church  of  sound  and  thorough  ministerial  education. 

On  nomination  by  the  Boai'd  of  Bishops,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  charter,  Rev.  Dr.  Hurst  was  elected,  November 
15,  1870,  to  the  Professorship  of  Historical  Theology,  made  vacant 
by  the  death  of  Dr.  Nadal,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Kidder,  May  17,  1871, 
to  the  Chair  of  Practical  Theology,  made  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Dr.  M'Clintock.  At  a  subsequent  special  meeting  of  the  trustees, 
Rev.  H.  A.  Buttz  was  elected  to  the  new  Chair  of  Greek  Exegesis, 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Foster  was  elected  President. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  the  Seminary,  its  corporation 
and  faculty  are  directly  amenable  to  the  General  Conference.  We 
therefore  invite  your  official  supervision  of  its  aifairs  and  opera- 
tions. Vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  are  to  be  filled  by  the 
General  Conference. 

The  term  of  office  of  the  following  members  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  expires  at  the  present  General  Conference  (1872)  : 

Ministers:  E.  S.  Janes,  J.  S.  Porter,  L.  M.  Vincent,  W.  H. 
Ferris,  Thompson  Mitchell. 

Laymen :  Theodoi-e  Runyon,  B.  F.  Manierre,  F,  H.  Root,  H.  B. 
Lane,  D.  D.  Chamberlin. 

We  recommend  the  election  by  the  General  Conference  of  the 
following  persons  to  fill  the  vacancies  thus  occurring : 

Ministers:  E.  S.  Janes,  J.  S.  Porter,  L.  M.  Vincent,  Thompson 
Mitchell,  H.  B.  Ridgaway. 

Laymen :  Samuel  Eddy,  J.  B.  Cornell,  F.  H.  Root,  H.  B.  Lane, 
D.  D.  Chamberlin. 


58. — Journal,  page  402. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 

To  THE  Bishops  ajtd  Members  of  the  General  Conterexce 
OF  THE  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  : 

Dear  Brethren  :  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  "  The  Act 
of  Incorporation  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  approved 
by  the  last  General  Conference  at  Chicago,  June  1,  1868,  tlie 
Trustees  elected  by  that  body  duly  certified  to  their  acceptance  of 
said  act,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  22d  day  of  July,  1868,  and  the 
act  and  the  certificate  of  acceptance  were  duly  recorded  accoiding 
to  the  provisions  of  the  laws  of  Ohio,  under  which  said  proceed- 
ings were  had,  in  Book  of  Church  Records,  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  Book  No.  2,  page  296. 
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The  Board  met  June  1,  ISTO,  and  organized  by  the  election  of 
the  proper  officers,  with  Bishop  D.  W.  Clark  as  President,  M.  B. 
Hag:ins  as  Secretary,  and  Luke  Hitchcock,  Treasurer. 

Adam  N.  Riddle,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Trustees,  having  deceased, 
the  Board  of  Bishops  filled  the  vacancy  by  the  appointment  of 
Hon.  Will  Cuniback,  of  Indian:!.  The  vacancy  in  the  Board  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Bishop  Clark  still  remains.  His  position 
in  the  Board  as  President  was  tilled  by  the  temporary  appoint- 
raent  of  Joseph  ]\L  Trimble.  By  the  action  of  tlie  last  General 
Conference  he  was  embraced  in  the  class  of  the  Trustees  whose 
term  of  office  expires  at  this  session  of  the  General  Conference ; 
also  the  terms  of  office  of  Joseph  31.  Trimble  and  F.  C.  Holliday, 
ministers,  and  John  Cochenour,  Edward  Sargent,  and  Amos 
Shinkle,  laymen,  expire.  The  ArtiL-les  of  Incorporation  require 
the  vacancies  to  be  tilled  by  your  body. 

The  Trustees  have  accepted  certain  trusts,  which  are  generally 
described  as  follows: 

FOR   THE    FKEEDMEX'S    AID    SOCIETY. 

1.  A  deed  from  Henderson,  Harvey,  and  Trimble,  Trustees,  etc., 
for  a  lot  176  feet  by  240  feet,  to  be  used  as  a  site  for  a  school- 
house,  in  the  town  of  Oxford,  Xewton  County,  Georgia.  There 
is  erected  on  this  lot  a  house  40  feet  by  25  feet. 

2.  A  deed  from  Westmoreland  and  Johnson  for  eleven  acres  of 
land  in  or  near  the  city  of  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi. 

3.  A  deed  from  the  American  Missionary  Association,  by  W.  E, 
Whitney,  Assistant  Treasurer,  of  Xew  York,  for  lots  31  and  32 
Delapere  Block,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  140  feet  by  145  feet,  upon  which 
stands  a  two-story  brick  school-house. 

4.  A  mortgage  for  $3,500,  dated  June  16,  1870,  at  10  per  cent, 
interest,  on  forty-six  acres  of  land,  from  James  R.  Corwin  to  Ellis 
Davis,  of  Champaign  County,  Illinois.  This  mortgage  has  been 
assigned  to  the  Board,  but  we  have  not  received  the  note  secured 
by  it,  do  not  know  where  the  land  is  located,  and  the  value  of  the 
security. 

FOR   THE    ORPHANS'    HOME,    AT   BALDWIN,    NEAR    FRAN^IKILIN, 

ST.  Mary's  parish,  Louisiana. 

1.  Four  deeds  from  Stephen  Griffiths,  of  Danville,  Illinois,  con- 
veying in  all  two  hundred  and  eight  acres  of  land  in  Vermillion 
County,  Illinois. 

One'  of  these  tracts  of  land  was  encumbered  by  a  mortgage,  as 
we  are  informed,  which  has  been  paid  off  by  the  proceeds  of  a  sale 
of  part  of  this  property  to  C.  M.  Baum  and  R.  G.  Craig  for 
$2,849  50,  in  two  notes"  for  $1,424  75  each.  One  of  these  notes 
has  been  paid,  and  the  pi-oceeds  are  in  the  hands  of  Rev.  R.  S. 
Rust,  D.D.,  as  agent  of  the  said  Orphans'  Home,  and  we  still  hold 
the  other  note,  which  is  not  due  till  December  26,  1872. 

2.  In  1864  the  General  Conference  obtained  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion of  "  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States." 
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That  Board  orgnnized,  and  as  we  have  possession  of  its  papers, 
we  desire  to  spread  on  the  records  of  the  General  Conference  the 
fact  that  it  was  made  the  residuary  legatee  of  Joseph  T.  Wilson, 
late  of  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  as  follows : 

In  trust  for  the  American  Bible  Society,  the  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Church  Extension 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  equal  parts — 

1.)  Joseph  T.  Wilson,  by  his  will  probated  in  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  February  25, 1870,  John  A.  Clark,  executor,  constituted  said 
Board  his  residuary  legatee,  for  the  uses  above.  We  have  not  re- 
ceived any  complete  schedule  of  the  property  as  yet.  He  provided 
for  various  legacies,  and  tor  the  support  and  education  of  his  family. 

2.)  By  a  clause  of  his  will  we  can  realize  nothing  until  1880.  The 
estate  is  not  yet  settled  up,  and  it  is  uncertain  how  much,  as  re 
siduary  legatee,  we  shall  receive  from  this  devise.  The  lands  are 
situated  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Iowa,  Illinois,  and 
Tennessee,  and  are  now  of  uncertain  value.  Our  Board  has  had 
several  meetings,  and  has  transacted  no  important  business,  except 
such  as  relates  to  the  management  and  care  of  the  several  trusts 
committed  to  our  care. 

CLASSIFICATION    OF   TRUSTEES. 

The  present  classification  of  Trustees  is  as  follows : 

Term  expires  May.,  1872  :  Davis  W.  Clark,*  Joseph  M.  Trimble, 
F.  C.  Holliday,  John  Cochenour,  Edward  Sargent,  Amos  Shinkle. 

Term  expires  May.,  1876:  Adam  N.  Riddle,*  William  Young, 
M.  B.  Hagans,  William  H.  Goode,Luke  Hitchcock,  Harvey  De  Camp. 

The  Board  has  no  financial  or  other  report  to  make  besides  those 
which  appear  above.  We  may  add  that  it  is  found  convenient  to 
make  our  corporation  the  recipient  of  gifts  and  devises  for  the 
benefit  of  the  benevolent  societies  of  the  Church.  Its  powers  are 
large  and  easily  operated,  and  it  may  grow  to  be  of  vast  advantage 
to  the  Church  in  her  various  enterprises. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  M,  Trimble,   Chairman. 

M.  B.  Hagans,  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE   CORRESPONDING   SECRETARY   OF   THE 
TRACT   SOCIETY. 

To  THE  General  Conference  of  1872: 

Fathers  and  Brethren: 
The  receipts  of  the  Tract  Society  for  the  past  four  years  amounted  to   $63,776  97 
For  the  quadrenuium  preceding  they  were 53,853  89 

Increase $9,923  08 

*  Deceased. 
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The  expenditures  from  1868  to  1872  were $69,207  46 

The  expenditures  for  the  preceding  qnadrennium  were 47,909  66 

Increase $21,297  80 

The  number  of  pages  of  tracts  printed  (including  the  "  Grood  News  " 

reduced  to  an  equivalent  of  12mo.  tract  pages)  was 150,998,072 

During  the  preceding  qnadrennium  the  number  was 138.065,256 

Increase 12,932,816 

For  the  support  of  the  press  in  our  Foreign  Missions  the  Society  has 
made  the  following  grants : 

Germauy  and  Switzerland $4,500  00 

China 4,369  50 

India 2,746  25 

Scandinavia 1,352  39 

South  America 82  00 

Total $13,050  14 

During  the  preceding  quadrennium  the  total  was 5.201  32 

Increase $7,848  82 

The  number  of  new  tracts  added  to  the  list  during  the  quad- 
rennium was  235. 

The  average  circulation  of  the  "  Good  News"  was  66,9.36.  The 
average  during  the  preceding  four  years  was  66,875.  This  show- 
ing seems  unfavorable,  but  is  in  reality  very  favorable,  inasmuch  as 
during  part  of  the  preceding  quadrennium  50,000  copies  went  to 
the  army ;  and  the  price  is  now  fifteen  cents  per  annum,  instead 
of  eight  as  formerly.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  price  of  tins 
little  sheet  should  be  reduced,  at  least  to  ten  cents  per  annum. 
The  12mo.  tracts  liave  been  restored  to  their  ante-war  price,  fifteen 
pages  for  a  cent.  It  would  greatly  increase  the  circulation  of  the 
"Good  News"  to  bring  it  back  as  nearly  as  possible  to  its  old  price. 

Colportage  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  has  been  tested  in 
several  sections.  The  result  shows  that  with  our  present  Chuich 
methods  it  cannot  be  made  at  all  self-sustaining.  As  in  the  na- 
tional tract  societies,  it  must  be  maintained  by  liberal  donations  or 
fail  of  success.  Not  having  the  necessary  funds  to  devote  to  its 
support,  and  doubting  the  disposition  of  the  Church  to  provide 
them,  the  Board  wisely  abandoned  this  experiment. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Daniel  Wise, 

Coi'responding  Secretary. 

[Note. — The  Report  of  Dr.  Wise,  as  Editor  of  the  Sunday-School  Advocate  and 
Sunday-School  Library  Books,  was  presented  to  the  General  Conference,  but  was 
not  furnished  to  the  Daily  Advocate,  nor  was  the  copy  which  went  to  the  Committee 
returned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  General  Conference,  so  that  its  publication  here  is 
necessarily  omitted. — Editor.] 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  APPOINTED  TO  PURCHASE 
THE  METHODIST  PUBLISHING  AND  MISSION  BUILDINGS. 

To  THE  General  Conferexce  of  the  Methodist   Episcopal 

Church  : 
Venerable  Fathers  and  Brethren:  The  Commission  appointed 
by  the  General  Conference  of  1868,  with  power  to  purchase  grounds 
and  erect  thereon  suitable  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern, Missionary  Society,  and  other  connectional  institutions  of  the 
Church  in  the  city  of  Xew  Yoi'k,  respectfully  report : 

That  the  authority  for  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission  is 
found  in  certain  resolutions  adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of 
1868,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  General  Conference  tliat  it  is  higlily  desir- 
able that  more  commodious  rooms  should  be  provided  for  tlie  use  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern, Missionary  Society,  and  our  other  connectional  institutions  in  the  city  of 
New  York;  and  that,  if  practicable,  all  these  should  be  in  the  same  building. 

Resolved,  That be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Commission,  with  full 

powers  to  purchase  ground  and  erect  thereon  suitable  buildings  for  the  above- 
named  and  referred  to  institutions  in  the  citj'  of  New  York  as  soon  as  they  shall 
find  it  practicable  to  do  so,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  one  milHon  of  dollars,  the  same 
to  be  the  property  of  the  Methodist  Book  Concern,  and  for  this  purpose  they  are 
authorized  to  raise  money  by  loans  or  otherwise. 

D.  Curry  then  moved  that  the  Bishops  nominate  such  a  Commission  at  this  even- 
ing's session,  and  the  motion  prevailed. — Journal  of  General  Conference  of  1868, 
p.  327. 

The  members  of  the  Commission  nominated  by  the  Bishops  and  appointed  by 
the  General  Conference  were,  E.  L.  Faucher,  Thomas  Carlton,  J.  P.  Durbin,  W.  W. 
Cornell,  D.  Curry,  "W.  L.  Harris,  A.  Y.  Stout,  John  M'Clintock,  George  I.  Seney, 
Daniel  Drew,  Oliver  Hoyt,  C.  Walsh,  and  H.  DoUner. — Journal  of  General  Confer- 
ence of  18Q8,  p.  343. 

Pursuant  to  due  notice,  the  members  of  the  Commission  met  at 
the  office  of  E.  L.  Fancher,  in  New  York,  on  the  31st  day  of  July, 
1868.  After  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Curry,  the  Commission  was  or- 
ganized by  the  appointment  of  E,  L.  Fancher  as  Chairman,  and 
Rev.  W.  L.  Harris,  D.D.,  as  Secretary. 

The  Commission  was  composed  of  ministers  and  laymen,  and 
these  comprised  General  Conference  officers,  bankers,  a  lawyer,  a 
practical  builder,  merchants,  and  men  of  other  pursuits.  So  soon 
as  the  organization  was  had  the  Commission  commenced  its  work, 
and  from  that  time  until  a  purchase  was  made,  eight  months  after- 
ward, its  meetings  were  frequent,  its  consultations  earnest,  and  its 
efforts  to  learn  wiiat  desirable  property  was  purchasable,  and  what- 
ever other  information  was  useful,  were  unremitted. 

The  assistance  of  several  of  the  best  real  estate  brokers  was 
secured,  and  the  whole  field  of  inquiry  was  explored,  so  that  the 
Commission  feel  warranted  in  stating  that  the  final  conclusion 
as  to  a  purchase  which  it  reached  was  not  accepted  without  the 
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most  diligent  inquiry  and  comprehensive  knowledge  concerning 
the  matter. 

Some  eight  or  ten  different  pieces  of  property  were  examined. 
Their  condition,  cost,  adaptability,  and  availability  were  consid- 
ered, and  a  selection  was  made  only  when  it  had  become  evident 
that  the  chosen  property  was  clearly  preferable  to  any  other. 

The  Commission  was  unanimous  that  the  premises  should  not 
be  lower  than  Houston-street  nor  higher  than  Seventeenth-street, 
(north  side  of  Union  Square,)  and  that  the  same  should  be  some- 
where between  Fourth  and  Fifth  Avenues.  The  property  chosen 
is  not  far  from  the  local  center  of  the  area  comprised  within  those 
boundaries. 

It  was  understood  that  a  building  erected  specifically  for  the 
purposes  in  view  would  be  preferable  to  any  already  built ;  but  it 
soon  became  evident  that  no  suitable  vacant  ground  in  the  proper 
locality  could  be  had,  and  also  that  economy  of  both  money  and 
time  was  on  the  side  of  the  purchase  of  an  existing  structure,  rather 
than  on  that  of  the  erection  of  a  new  one. 

The  Commission  believe  that  the  choice  made  of  the  property 
purchased  is  recommended  by  the  circumstance  of  the  building  be- 
ing better  adapted  for  the  uses  intended  than  any  other  existing 
within  the  area  above  mentioned  ;  and  by  the  further  circumstance 
that  its  situation  and  arrangement  render  such  portions  as  are  not 
immediately  necessary  for  use  available  for  income  from  the  letting 
of  the  same  to  tenants  for  busmess  purposes. 

At  the  outset,  from  certain  circumstances,  a  fear  was  felt  that 
the  design  of  the  appointment  of  the  Commission  was  in  danger 
of  being  defeated;  and  to  allay  this  fear  the  following  resolutions 
were  offered  by  Oliver  tloyt,  and,  after  consideration,  were  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Commission,  to  wit: 

Re-<iolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Commission  tliat  the  Mission  Buildino:  and 
the  Book  Room  Building  to  be  procured  or  erected  should  be  under  one  roof. 

Resolved,  That  the  Missionary  Society  should  take  title  to  such  portion  of  the 
premises  as  shall  be  proportioned  to  tlie  fimds  by  that  Society  invested  therein. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  the  Commission  furthet  resolved,  that 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  be  and  they 
thereby  were  requested  to  co-operate  with  the  Commission  in  car- 
rying otit  the  purposes  of  the  General  Conference  in  the  premises. 

Thereafter  the  Commission  was  notified  that  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  had  appointed  a  Committee, 
consisting  of  Kev.  S.  D.  Brown,  H.  M.  Forrester,  Esq.,  Isaac 
Odell,  Esq.,  Henry  J.  Baker,  Esq.,  and  Kev.  M.  D'C.  Craw- 
ford, D.D.,  "  to  co-operate  with  the  Commission  in  carrying  out 
the  purposes  of  the  General  Conference  in  the  premises." 

This  Committee  from  the  Missionary  Board  met  with  the 
Commission,  and  after  a  full  and  free  conference  with  thein,  the 
Commission,  on  the  26th  day  of  October,  1868,  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Resohed,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  of  tlie  Missionary  Society  be  and  tlie  same 
is  hereby  requested  to  appoint  a  Committee,  with  power  to  act  concurrently  with 
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this  Commission  in  selecting  and  pnrcliasing  a  site  and  erecting  buildings  thereon 
suitable  for  the  Book  Concern,  Missionary  Society,  and  other  connectional  institu- 
tions of  the  Churcii  in  tlio  city  of  New  York,  as  contemplated  in  the  action  of  the 
late  General  Conference. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Commission,  held  on  the  30th 
of  November,  1868,  a  certifierl  copy  of  proceedings  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Board  was  presented,  in  the  words  following  : 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  regular  meetinfc  of  the  Board  to  confer 
with  tlie  Commission  constituted  by  tlie  General  Conference  at  its  last  session  for 
the  erection  of  a  suicable  building  for  tlie  Book  Room.  Missionary  Society,  etc., 
beg  leave  to  report :  That  upon  the  invitation  of  its  Chairman  they  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  Commission,  and  had  a  free  and  full  conference  with  them  touch- 
ing the  matters  committed  to  them.  Your  Committee  understand  the  following 
principles  to  be  definitely  settled  by  the  action  of  said  Commission,  as  officially 
communicated  lo  this  Board  : 

1.  That  they  desire  and  invite  the  co-operation  of  this  Board  and  of  the  Mission- 
ary Society  in  furtliering  the  interests  committed  to  them. 

2.  That  in  case  of  such  co-operation,  the  site  and  character  and  plan  of  the 
building  or  buildings  to  be  erected  shall  be  determined  by  the  concurrent  action 
of  the  Commission  and  this  Board. 

3.  That  the  title  of  such  portion  of  said  property  as  shall  by  mutual  agreement 
be  designated  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Missionary  Society  shall  be  vested  in 
this  Board  according  to  its  charter;  the  Board  providing  for  the  expense  of  pur- 
chase and  erection  in  proportion  to  the  relative  value  of  the  property  so  vested 
in  them. 

Believing  that  mutual  and  harmonious  action  will  best  subserve  the  interests  of 
all  concerned,  and  that  tlie  Commission  herein  concede  all  that  could  be  reasonably 
demanded  or  desired  by  the  Board,  your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolutions : 

Riisolved,  That  we,  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  will  co-operate  with  the  Commission  appointed  at  the 
last  session  of  the  General  Conference  in  the  erection  in  this  cit\-  of  a  suitable 
building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  publishing  interests  and  benevolent  socie- 
ties of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  accordance  with  the  principles  and 
plans  set  forth  in  the  communications  of  said  Commission  to  this  Board,  and  above 
embodied  in  this  report. 

Resolved.  That  the  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  this  Board,  who  are 
not  members  of  said  Commission,  together  with  the  Rev.  M.  D'C.  Crawford  and 
the  Rev.  S.  D.  Brown,  be  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  a  Committee,  with  full 
power  to  carry  out  the  above  resolution. 

In  pursuance  of  such  action  the  following  persons  constituted 
the  Committee  of  the  Missionary  Board  :  H.  J.  Baker,  H.  M.  For- 
rester, S.  Crowell,  Isaac  Odell,  J.  H.  Taft,  S.  D.  Brown,  and 
M.  D'C.  Crawford. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  held  December  14,  1868, 
the  following  minute  of  the  Special  Committee  of  the  Board  was 
received,  namely : 

New  York,  December  7,  1868. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Special  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  on  conferring  with  the  Commissioners  of  Buildings,  etc.,  held  this 
day,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely: 

Resolved,  That,  provided  we  can  agree  with  the  Commissioners  upon  the  loca- 
tion, price,  character  of  buildings  and  division  of  property,  we  will  assume  one 
fourth  of  tiie  expense  of  site  and  erection  of  buildings,  provided  the  whole  cost 
shall  not  exceed  one  million  of  dollars,  tlie  Missionary  Board  to  have  title  to  one 
fourth  of  the  property ;  the  division  to  be  made  and  agreed  upon  in  connection 
with  the  plan  of  the  buildings  belbre  the  erection  is  commenced. 


724  Journal  of  the  General  Conference.  [1572. 

The  Commission  agreed  to  accept  the  proposition  set  forth  in 
this  fominuiiication  as  tlie  basis  of  action. 

After  this  time  several  pieces  of  property  were  examined  by  a 
Sub-Committee  on  Sites,  and  reports  thereon  were  made  to  the 
joint  meetings  of  the  Commission  and  Committee  of  the  Mission- 
ary Board,  and  an  offer  of  8410,000  was  made  for  a  site  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Seventeenth-street,  fronting  Union  Square,  which 
offer  was  declined  by  the  owner. 

Subsequently,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Commission,  held  on  the  9tli 
of  March,  1869,  W.  W.  Cornell,  on  behalf  of  the  Sub-Committee  on 
Sites,  reported  in  favor  of  purchasing  a  building  recently  erected 
by  Messrs.  Lake  &  M'Creery  on  the  north-west  comer  of  Broad- 
way and  Eleventh-street,  and  after  it  had  been  examined  and  due 
inquiry  made  as  to  its  value,  the  Commission  voted  that  the  Sub- 
Committee  be  authorized  to  purchase  said  property,  at  a  cost  not 
exceeding  $900,000,  provided  that  the  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  should  concur  in  the 
purchase. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Commission,  held  March  23, 
1869,  a  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  the  Missionary  Board  was 
•reported  to  the  Commission  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  we  concur  with  the  Commission  in  their  decision  to  purchase  the 
property  corner  of  Broadway  and  Eleventh-street  for  $900,000,  provided  a  satia- 
■faetory  division  of  the  premises  can  be  made. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  Sub-Committee  on  Sites  reported  that 
they  had  offered  $900,000  for  the  property  named,  but  that  the 
Owners  declined  to  sell  it  for  less  than  $925,000. 

The  Commission  thereupon  directed  the  Sub-Committoe  to  keep 
the  offer  of  $900,000  open  until  the  subsequent  Friday,  and  to 
withdraw  it  if  not  accepted  by  that  time.  It  was  reported  to  the 
Commission  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1869,  that  the  offer  had 
been  accepted.  A  contract  of  purchase  was  accordingly  concluded 
with  the  owners,  Messrs.  Lake  &  M'Creery. 

The  Commission  paiise  here  to  remark,  that  having  notified  the 
Committee  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  their  intention  to  purchase 
the  property  in  question  at  the  price  above  named,  provided  the 
Committee  of  the  Missionary  Board  concurred  in  such  purchase, 
and  having,  in  response  to  such  notice,  received  from  that  Com- 
mittee a  resolution  directly  stating  that  they  concurred  with  the 
Commission  in  their  decision  to  purchase  the  property  at  said 
price  of  $900,000,  provided  a  satisfactory  division  of  the  premises 
could  be  made,  the  Commission  were,  as  they  submit,  well  war- 
ranted in  supposing  tliat  no  objection  either  to  the  character  of 
the  properly,  the  price,  or  indeed  of  any  other  sort  against  the 
purchase  existed  in  the  Committee  of  the  Missionary  Board.  Yet 
at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Commission  after  the  purchase  was 
announced  the  Committee  presented  to  the  Commission  resolu- 
tions, of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 
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Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  inexpedient  to  assent  to  a  joint  ownership  of  the  prop- 
erty under  consideration,  but  we  will  agree  that  the  Missionary  Society  shall  take 
title  to  such  a  portion  of  the  west  end  of  the  premises,  or  of  the  Broadway  froat, 
as  shall  be  agreed  upon. 

Resolved,  That,  in  view  of  our  present  relation  to  the  question  of  purchase,  we 
do  not  object  to  the  Commission  disposing  of  the  premises  by  rental  as  they  may 
deem  advisable. 

The  Commission,  believing  that  this  reported  action  of  the  Com- 
miltee  did  not  fully  represent  the  sense  of  the  Missionary  Board, 
appealed  to  the  Missionary  Board  itself,  and  a  statement  of  all  the 
facts  was  there  made  l»y  members  of  the  Commission  who  were 
themselves  membiM's  of  the  Board  ;  and  after  a  full  discussion,  on 
the  fifth  day  of  April,  1869,  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Mis- 
eionaiy  Society  iidopted  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  approves  of  the  purchase  of  tlie  building  and  premise* 
on  tlie  north-west  corner  of  Broadwa}-  and  Eleventh-street  for  a  new  Publishing 
and  Mission  House,  and  authorizes  the  application  of  the  permanent  funds  of  the 
Missionary  Society,  and  of  moneys  arising  from  the  Centenary  and  Jubilee  sub- 
scriptions, and  collections  for  a  new  Mission  House,  toward  making  up  the  one 
fourth  pari  of  the  cost  of  such  purchase  assumed  by  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  a  conveyance  of  said  premises  to  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  at 
New  York,  and  to  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as 
tenauts  in  common  of  said  property,  and  so  that  the  ownership  thereof  shall  vest 
to  the  extent  of  three  fourths  in  the  Book  Concern  and  one  fourth  in  the  Mission- 
ary Society,  will  be  satisfactory  to  this  Board. 

'Resolved,  Thai  E.  L.  FancheV,  W.  W.  Corueli,  and  Isaac  Odell,  with  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretaries,  be  appointed  a  Committee,  with  power  to  act,  in  conjunction 
with  ilie  Book  Agents,  in  nil  matters  pertaining  to  the  acceptance  of  the  title  to 
the  premises;  the  leasing  of  such  portions  as  they  shall  deem  advisable;  the  in- 
surance of  the  building;  the  fitting  up  of  suitable  accommodations  therein  for  the 
Board  and  the  Officers  and  business  of  the  Missionary  Society,  and  the  adjustment 
of  all  questions  arising  from  the  fact  of  joint  ownership  and  occupancy. 

These  resolutions  were,  as  the  minutes  of  the  Board  state, 
adopted  unanimously. 

The  resolutions  thus  adopted  by  the  Missionary  Board  relieved 
the  Commission  from  further  difficulty,  and  preparation  was 
accordingly  made  to  take  title  to  the  premises.  To  effectuate 
this  purpose  it  became  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  New  York  for  an  Act  incorporating  the  Methodist 
Book  Concern.  The  form  of  an  Act,  deemed  appropriate,  was 
drawn,  and  after  some  amendment  was  forwarded  to  the  Legis- 
lature. It  became  a  law  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  1869. 
A  copy  is  herewith  submitted. 

Prov'ision  had  been  made  by  the  General  Conference  for  the 
observance  of  the  semicentennial  anniversarj-  of  the  organization 
of  the  Missionary  Society,  and  in  connection  therewith  for  the 
Jubilee  offerings  of  the  Church  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new 
Mission  House.  Contributions  had  also  been  made  for  the  same 
purpose  at  the  Centenary  of  American  3Iethodism,  by  direction 
of  the  General  Conference  of  1864.  In  addition  to  these  moneys 
the  Missionary  Society  had  certain  funds  permanently  invested, 
the  principal  of  which  could  not  be  appropriated  to  the  current 
expenses    of  the  Society,  and  it    had   the    old   Mission    House 
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premises  in  Mulberry-street,  from  the  sale  of  wliich  a  considerable 
sum  could  be  realized.  There  were  therefore  sums  from  all  these 
sources  available  to  the  Missionary  Society  toward  procuring  a 
new  Mission  House. 

The  sentiment  of  the  Commission  was  unanimous  and  decided, 
that  the  new  Mission  House  should  not  be  separate  from  the 
Book  Concern  Building,  but  this  sentiment  was  not  concurred  in 
by  one  or  two  members  of  the  Board. 

These  facts  are  stated  that  the  General  Conference  may  per- 
ceive the  twofold  reason  which  influenced  tlie  Commission  at  the 
outset  to  lay  down  the  inflexible  principle  that  the  Book  Concern 
Building  and  the  new  Mission  House  should  be  under  the  same 
roof,  and  which  throughout  influenced  the  Commission  to  concede 
that  the  Missionary  Society  should  take  title  to  such  poition  of 
the  premises  as  should  be  proportionate  to  the  amount  of  funds 
invested  therein  by  that  Society.  It  was  desirable  to  make  these 
funds  available,  and  to  secure  the  contiguity  of  the  places  of 
business  of  the  Book  Concern  and  Missionary  Society. 

The  amount  of  such  funds  was  so  considerable  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Commission,  to  entitle  the  31issionary  Society  to  claim  the 
right  to  be  owners  in  common  of  the  property,  according  to  its 
proportional  contribution  of  the  piirchase  money. 

The  Missionary  Society  funds  available  for  purchase,  fitting  up, 
and  furnishing  the  new  Mission  House  were  as  follows  on  the 
20th  of  December,  1870: 

United  States  funds  and  premium $70,995  02 

Balance  on  sale  of  old  Mission  House S0.870  65 

Contributions  of  Ladies'  Centenary  Association 19,173  72 

General  Centenary  contributions 18,128  51 

Jubilee  offerings 14,189  86 

One  fourth  part  rent  since  time  of  purchase 21,109  72 

$174,417  48 

And  these  moneys  had  been  applied  as  follows : 

Paid  on  property  at  time  of  purchase Si  17.286  00 

Paid  on  bond  for  purchase  money  since 27,872  68 

Paid  interest  on  bond  to  Xovember  30,   1870 11,938  30 

Paid  on  permanent  improvements  and  fixtures  in  the 

Mission  Rooms ^ 7,452  49 

Paid  one  fourth  expense  of  general  improvements. .. .  373  57 

Paid  one  fourth  part  expense  of  insurance 581  74 

Paid  one  fourth  part  of  taxes  since  the  purchase. . . .  4,168  11 
Paid  for  furniture,  carpets,   siiades,  awnings,   etc.,  for 

Mission    Rooms 3,766  92 

Paid  for  revenue  stamps  on  deed 225  00 

Paid  incidentals  of  Jubilee,  moving,  etc 742  67 

$174,407  48 


The  Joint  Committee  constituted  on  the  5th  of  April,  1869,  by 
the  last  recited,  action  of  the  Missionary  Board,  proceeded  in 
their  duties  with  entire  harmony.     In  relation  to  the  occupancy 
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and  general  management  of  the  property,  it  was  agreed  between 
the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  and  the  last  named  Committee 
of  said  Hoard,  (constituting  such  Joint  Committee,)  that — 

a.  The  Book  Concern  may  occupy  for  its  own  business  the 
basement,  the  small  store  fronting  on  Broadway,  the  Broadway 
front  of  the  second  floor,  (except  that  part  leased  to  the  Asbury 
Life  Insurance  Company,)  and  the  central  portion  of  the  third 
floor  on  the  Eleventh  street  front. 

b.  The  Missionary  Society  may  occupy  for  its  own  use  the 
})remises  known  as  the  Mission  Rooms,  on  the  Broadway  and 
Eleventh-street  fronts  of  the  third  floor,  the  closet  near  the  en- 
trance to  the  JMission  Rooms,  the  Museum  and  room  adjoining 
on  the  thii-d  floor,  and  the  room  in  the  basement  now  used  by  the 
Society  as  a  room  for  storage  and  packing. 

c.  The  Book  Concern  and  the  Missionary  Society  may  re- 
spectively occuj)y  such  other  portions  of  the  Buildings  in  addi- 
tion to,  or  instead  of,  those  parts  specified  in  the  foregoing  items, 
as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon  from  time  to  time  by  the 
parties. 

(/.  Such  portions  of  the  Buildings  as  may  not  be  occupied  by 
either  the  Book  Concern  or  the  Missionary  Society  shall  be 
rented  to  other  parties  on  the  most  favorable' terms,  as  opportu- 
nity may  ofier. 

e.  The  annual  rental  value  of  such  portions  of  the  Buildings  as 
may  be  occupied  by  the  Book  Concern,  and  of  such  portions  as 
may  be  occupied  by  the  Missionary  Society,  shall  be  determined 
from  time  to  time  by  such  method  as  shall  be  mutually  agreed 
upon  by  the  parties  in  interest ;  and  to  facilitate  this  purpose 
William  W.  Cornell,  Enoch  L.  Fancher,  a..d  Isaac  Odell,  of  this 
Committee,  and  Alfred  C.  Hoe,  a  builder,  were  appointed  a  Sub- 
Committee,  to  estimate  the  rental  value  of  the  portions  of  the 
Buildings  now  occupied  by  the  Book  Concern  and  the  Missionary 
Society  respectively,  and  to  report  their  estimates  to  this  Com- 
mittee for  its  action. 

/;  The  Book  Concern  and  the  Missionary  Society  shall  each 
account  quarterly  to  a  common  fund  for  the  quarterly  rental 
value  of  such  portions  of  the  Buildings  as  each  may  respectively 
occupy  ;  and  the  income  arising  from  rents  received  from  other 
parties,  and  the  rental  value  accounted  for,  as  above,  by  the 
Book  Concern  and  the  Missionar}^  Society,  shall  constitute  a  com- 
mon fund  belonging  to  these  two  Corporations,  on  account  of  the 
Methodist  Publishing  and  Mission  Buildings,  from  which  com- 
mon fund  all  legitimate  charges  against  the  said  property  shall 
be  paid  ;  and  the  remainder  of  said  common  fund,  after  the  pay- 
ment of  said  charges,  shall  be  divided  to  the  parties  in  interest 
in  the  proportion  of  their  respective  interests;  that  is  to  say, 
three  fourths  to  the  Book  Concern,  and  one  fourth  to  the  Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Said  Sub-Committee,  appointed  for  the  purpose  above  stated, 
reported  as  follows : 
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The  Sub-Committee  appointed  by  the  Joint  Committee  having  charge  of  the 
Methodist  Publishing  and  Mission  Buildings  to  estimate  the  annual  rental  value 
of  the  several  portions  of  the  new  Publishing  and  Mission  Buildings  occupied  by 
the  Book  Concern  and  the  Missionary  Society,  respectfully  report: 

That  our  late  lamented  associate,  Brother  William  W.  Cornell,  after  the  appoint- 
ment of  tlie  Sub-Committee  of  which  he  was  the  Chairman,  caused  to  be  prepared 
accurate  dravvings,  showing  the  precise  dimensions  of  the  several  stories  of  the 
entire  Buildings,  and  of  every  division  and  room  in  the  several  stories.  By  the 
aid  of  these  drawings,  by  personal  inspection  of  the  premises,  and  by  the  reliable 
judgment  of  the  builder,  our  associate  in  the  Sub-Committee,  Mr.  Alfred  C.  Hoe. 
we  have  arrived  at  tlie  following  estimate  of  the  annual  rental  value  of  the  said 
several  portions  of  the  Building,  to  wit : 

First. 

Portions  occupied  by  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  : 

1.  "Wholesale  Department  in  the  basement  and  retail  store  on  the 

street  floor $10,000  00 

2.  Offices  and  appurtenances  in  the  second  story 7,000  00 

3.  Editors'  offices  and  library  in  the  third  story 4,000  00 

Making  a  total  annual  rental  value  of  the  portions  occupied  by  the 

Book  Concern  of $21,000  00 

Second. 
Portions  occupied  by  the  Missionary  Society: 

1.  Offices  and  appurtenances :  Board   Room,    Museum,  etc.,  in  the 

third  story $6,650  00 

2.  An  additional  room  in  the  third  story  adjoining  the  Museum,  and 

a  room  for  storage  and  packing  in  the  basement 350  00 

Making  the  total  annual  rental  value  of  the  portions  occupied  by 

the  Missionary  Society $7,000  00 

The  additional  room  in  the  third  story  it  was  agreed  should  be  included  in  the 
portions  assigned  to  the  Missionary  Society,  and  is  a  room  suitable  for  a  private 
office  or  committee  room. 

The  Sub-Committee  therefore  report  that,  according  to  their  judgment,  the  an- 
nual value  of  said  several  portions  of  said  Building  is  in  all  xwEXTr-EiGHX  thou- 
SAKD  DOLLARS,  as  above  particularly  specified ;  and  that  the  relative  annual  val- 
ues of  tlie  respective  portions  occupied  as  aforesaid  are  thrte  fourths  of  the  whole 
for  the  parts  occupied  by  the  Book  Concern,  and  one  fourth  of  the  whole  for  the 
parts  occupied  by  the  Missionary  Society. 

New  York,  April  2, 1870. 

After  careful  consideration  the  foregoing  report  was  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Joint  Committee. 

Under  the  above  recited  arrangement  the  premises  have  con- 
tinued to  be  occupied  to  the  present  time. 

At  the  time  of  taking  title  the  Book  Concern  assumed  all  pay- 
ments to  be  made  to  the  grantors  of  the  premises. 

The  Agents  paid  at  the  time  of  purchase $250,000  00 

They  have  paid  since  that  time 312,400  00 

Also  the  Mortgage,  due  June  1.  1871 102,600  00 

"         Dec.  1,  1873 60,000  00 

$725,000  00 

They  still  owe  on  Mortgage,  due  June  1,  1873 75,000  00 

"  "■  "  Jan.  1,  1875 100,000  00 

175,000  00 

Total  cost  of  the  property $900,000  00 
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The  old  establishment  is  still  owned  by  the  Book  Concern,  and 
is  used  as  a  manufactory  in  Mulberry-street. 

For  the  balance  due  to  the  Book  Concern  from  the  Missionary 
Society  for  its  one  fourth  part  of  the  property  thus  purchased  the 
bond  of  the  Society  was  given,  and  which  is  continually  being 
paid  by  the  surplus  income  of  the  share  of  the  property  belong- 
ing to  the  Society.  From  that  source  the  balance  due  on  the 
bond  has  been  rapidly  reduced  since  it  was  given.  There  is  now 
due  thereon  $68,000,  Avhich  in  a  few  years  will  be  paid  from  the 
same  source  of  income,  without  recourse  to  the  current  collections 
or  other  funds  of  the  Missionary  Society. 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  remark,  and  the  Commission 
advert  to  the  fact  with  much  pleasure,  that  the  commodious  and 
valuable  portions  of  the  new  Building  occupied  by  the  Book  Con- 
cern and  by  the  Missionary  Society  have  been  occupied  substan- 
tially free  from  expense.  The  income  from  those  portions  of  the 
Building  which  have  been  leased  has  been  sufficient  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  heating,  taxes,  Croton- water  charges,  insurance,  and 
repairs,  and  also  an  interest  of  over  six  per  cent,  per  aimura  on 
the  original  cost  of  the  Building;  so  that  the  large  and  desirable 
portions  occupied  by  the  Book  Concern,  Missionary  Society,  Sun- 
day-School Union,  Tract  Society,  etc.,  have  thus  far  been  free 
accommodations  to  those  institutions — free,  in  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  convenient  buildings,  and  in  the  most  central  and 
accessible  locality  of  business  in  the  City  of  New  York.  It 
would  seem,  therefore,  that,  financially,  the  enterprise  has  been  a 
success  ;  and  no  one  can  doubt  that  the  Building,  in  its  imposing 
magnitude  and  attractiveness,  situated  on  the  busiest  thorough- 
fare in  the  great  metropolis  of  the  western  world,  is  a  visible 
exponent  of  the  progress  and  power  of  two  most  important  in- 
stitutions of  our  Chui-ch.  It  is  a  conspicuous  manifestation  of 
active  instrumentalities  of  the  Church  for  the  salvation  of  the 
world,  intersecting  the  busiest  current  of  trade,  to  spread  upon 
its  widening  waves  some  of  the  leaves  of  the  tree  of  life  for  the 
healing  of  the  nations. 

Nearly  half  an  acre  of  land  is  contained  in  the  premises.  The 
basement  has  an  area  of  20,114  square  feet,  extending  nineteen 
feet  under  Broadway,  and  fourteen  feet  eleven  indies  under 
Eleventh-street,  The  first  tAvo  floors  above  the  basement  cover 
an  area  of  15,065  square  feet  each,  and  the  remaining  three  floors 
10,959  square  feet  each — making  a  total  area  of  ^4,421  square 
feet,  or  a  space  nearly  equal  to  two  acres.  The  building  is  new 
and  beautiful,  with  iron  fronts  on  Broadway  and  Eleventh-street. 
It  has  five  stories  above  the  basement,  and  is  not  excelled  in  archi- 
tectural proportion  and  appearance  by  any  building  of  its  class 
on  Broadway.  The  ceilings  are  high  and  well  s^i|.ported  by 
numerous  iron  columns,  without  partition  walls,  so  that  whatever 
partitions  are  used  can  be  adjusted  to  the  varying  demands  of 
business. 

It  was  necessary,  in  making  such  a  purchase,  to  provide  some 
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means  for  borrowing  a  considerable  amount,  in  order  to  make  pay- 
ment of  the  purchase  money.  This  provision  was  made  by  the 
Commission  under  the  power  conferred  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence, anil  with  the  sanction  and  co-operation  of  the  BookAoents, 
by  soliciting  a  loan  of  $500,000  on  bonds  of  the  Book  Concern 
to  that  amount.  The  issue  of  bonds  was  made  redeemable  after 
three  years,  and  payable  at  fifteen  years  from  June  1,  1869  ;  and 
although  no  means  to  eifect  their  sale,  beytmd  an  announcement 
in  the"'' Christian  Advocate,"  were  resorted  to,  the  entire  loan 
was  placed  without  the  payment  of  a  dollar  for  commissions. 
In  the  fall  of  1869,  when  the  announcement  of  "fraud  and  cor- 
ruption in  the  Book  Concern  "  v/as  promulgated,  and  the  credit 
of  the  Concern  Avas  thei  eby  publicly  impeached,  the  demand  for 
the  bonds  for  a  considerable  time  ceased ;  but  as  the  smoke 
cleared  av\-ay  the  bonds  were  again  rapidly  sold,  until  the  entire 
issue  was  exhausted.  The  Commission  is  informed,  and  believe, 
that  the  means  of  the  Book  Concern  are  fully  adequate  to  redeem 
these  bonds  as  ihey  mature,  without  disturbance  of  its  business 
or  strain  upon  its  capability. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Bishops  and  the  General  Mission- 
ary Committee,  in  November,  1869,  under  arrangements  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the;  Missionary  Society,  the  new  Mission 
Rooms  in  the  Building  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  Board  and  the 
Society  were,  in  a  publitj  manner,  presented  to  the  Bishops  and 
General  Missionary  Committee,  and  by  them  were  accepted  on  be- 
half of  the  Church  for  the  use  of  the  Missionary  Society.  The 
sentiments  whicli  those  representati\es  of  the  Church  and  of  our 
missionary  interests  were  pleased  to  express  on  that  occasion  were 
commendatory  of  the  work  of  the  Commission  in  purchasing  the 
premises.  The  arrangement  for  tlie  joint  occupancy  of  the  Build- 
ing was  also  approved,  as  tending  to  strengthen  the  connectional 
bonds  of  our  beloved  Methodism. 

Since  the  Commission  entered  upon  its  work  two  of  its  members, 
Rev.  John  M'Ciintock,  D.D.,  and  William  W.  Cornell,  Esq.,  were 
called  from  earthly  labor  to  heavenly  rest.  Both  of  these  beloved 
brethren,  while  they  lived,  rendered  faithful  service  in  the  Com- 
mission, and  its  surviving  members,  in  common  with  the  whole 
Church,  mourn  their  departure.  There  was  something  so  peculiar 
in  the  consecrated  genius  of  each  of  them,  and  something  so  con- 
genial in  the  loving  spirit  of  both  of  them,  that  their  loss  is  deeply 
felt  and  sincerely  deplored. 

The  Commission  has  thus  completed  the  work  it  was  constituted 
to  perform;  and  in  rendering  to  the  General  Conference,  to  which 
it  is  amenable,  an  account  of  the  execution  of  the  trust,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Commission  are,  each  and  every  one  of  them,  deeply 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  transaction  which  has  localized 
the  business  center  of  American  Methodism  for  many  ccming 
years.  They  cannot  view  with  inditference  the  judgment  of  the 
General  Conference  touching  the  great  transaction.  They  believe 
that  the  enormous  and  increasing  business  of  the  Book  Concern, 
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and  of  the  Missionary  Society,  Avill  be  promoted  by  the  action  of 
the  Commission,  and  tliat,  considering  the  peculiar  obstacles  to  a 
perfect  arrangement  as  to  site  and  structure,  in, a  portion  of  the 
city  already  crowded  with  existing  buildings  of  costly  cliaracter, 
the  purchase  is  as  well  chosen  as  any  that  could  have  been  made. 

There  is  no  other  religions  publishing  house  in  the  world  that  is 
the  equal  of  this  one  in  extent,  value,  location,  or  appearance ;  and, 
considering  the  probable  progression  of  its  important  business,  it 
is  satisfactory  to  know  that  within  its  limits  is  ample  space  for  a 
new  and  extensive  salesroom,  and  for  other  accommodations  equal 
to  the  emergency  that  may  arise. 

Tlie  action  of  the  Commission  is  now  submitted,  and  its  mem- 
bers take  leave  of  tiieir  work ;  but  not  without  the  prayer  that  the 
new  Methodist  Publislung  and  Mission  Buildings  may  hold  an 
honored  place  and  send  forth  a  potent  influence  in  the  progress  of 
American  Metliodism,  until  the  way  of  the  Lord  shall  be  prepared 
tlirough  all  the  moral  wilderness  of  the  world.  All  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted. 

Enoch  L.  Fanchek,        George  I.  Seney, 
Thomas  Carlton,  Daniel  Drew, 

John  P.  Durbin,  Oliver  Hoyt, 

Daniel  Curry,  Cornelius  Walsh, 

William  L.  Harris,       Harold  Dollner, 
Andrew  V.  Stout,  Commissioners. 

Dated,  New  York,  May  1,  1872. 
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MEMORIAL  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  FOREIGN  MSSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 

To  THE  General  Conference   of  the  Methodist  EnscoPAL 

Church : 
At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  held  in  Chicago,  May,  1871,  the  undersigned 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  memorialize  your  reverend  body 
with  respect  to  the  interests  of  that  Society. 

In  appearing  for  the  first  time  before  the  highest  legislative 
authorities  of  the  Church,  it  is  appropriate  that  the  Society  give 
some  account  of  its  providential  origin  and  history. 

For  several  years  befoie  its  oi-ganization,  the  idea  of  forming 
such  a  Society  had  been  entertained  both  by  devoted  women  in 
the  Church  at  home  and  by  those  connected  with  our  foreign 
missions.  The  appalling  fact  that  there  are  millions  of  unsaved 
women  in  heathen  lands  who,  in  consequence  of  the  social  customs 
of  their  people,  can  be  reached  and  saved  only  through  the  instru- 
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mentality  of  Christian  women,  needed  only  to  be  known  to  call 
forth  sober  thought  and  prompt  to  earnest  action.  Meantime,  in 
the  providence  cf  God,  a  grand  revolution  of  imblic  sentiment 
with  respect  to  female  education  was  in  progress  in  Asiatic  soci- 
ety, in  consequence  of  which  doors  long  closed  began  to  open,  and 
Christian  women  were  invited  to  enter  dark  homes  bearing  the 
light  of  God's  word  and  Christ's  salvation.  Urgent  calls  were 
made  for  laborers  and  for  means  to  carry  on  this  new  work,  and 
it  became  evident  that  new  responsibilities  had  come  upon  the 
women  of  our  Churcli  with  respect  to  their  heathen  sisters. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1869  the  subject  began  to  receive 
especial  attention  from  Methodist  women  in  all  parts  of  our  coun- 
try. Stimulated  by  what  they  saw  their  sisters  in  other  denom- 
inations accomplishing  for  Christ  in  this  direction,  they  believed 
that  the  time  had  fully  come  for  them  to  commence  an  organized 
elFort  for  this  cause.  Early  in  March  a  i^^^  ladies  of  Boston  and 
vicinity  met  to  consider  the  subject,  and  after  earnest  prayer  to 
God  for  guidance  determined  to  endeavor,  in  the  name  of  Christ, 
to  unite  the  ladies  of  our  entire  Church  in  an  organization  to 
work  for  heathen  women. 

This  purpose  was  communicated  to  Rev.  Dr.  Durbin,  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  our  Church,  in  a 
letter  bearing  date  March  17,  1869,  and  advice  was  sought  with 
regard  to  the  organization.  The  advice  received  in  a  letter  bear- 
ing date  March  20  was  that  the  "ladies  should  aim  at  two  points: 
1.  To  raise  funds  for  a  particular  portion  of  our  mission  work  in 
India,  perhaps  also  in  China;  2.  To  leave  the  administration  of 
the  work  to  the  Board  at  home  and  the  Missions  in  India.'' 

At  a  meeting  of  the  ladies,  held  March  30,  the  Society  was 
organized,  with  a  Constitution  embodying  these  principles,  and 
the  election  of  officers  representing  twelve  different  States. 

On  May  7,  Drs.  Durbin  and  Harris,  Secretai-ies  of  ihe  Mis- 
sionary Society,  met  the  ladies  and  friends  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion, and  after  full  and  free  consultation  expressed  themselves  as 
satisfied  with  the  action  of  the  ladies,  and  communicated  to 
the  Church  papers  the  following  statement  of  their  plans  and 
purposes : 

The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  proposes  to  undertake,  through  ihe 
agency  of  female  missionaries,  most  important  work  in  our  missions — a  work 
which  lias  received  in  some  degree  the  attention  and  aid  of  the  General  Society 
for  several  years  past.  Though  this  Society  is  not  technically  auxiliary  to  the 
Parent  Missionary  Society  of  the  Church,  and  does  not  pay  its  moneys  "direct  to 
our  treasury,  yet  it  is  auxiliary  in  its  spirit  and  purpose,  and  expends  its  funds 
accordingly.  The  ladies  seem  intent  on  maintaining  and  enlarging  our  general 
missionary  work,  and  increasing  the  contributions  to  our  general  treasury,  while 
giving  attention  to  the  special  work  which  tliey  have  undertaken.  The  mission- 
ary spirit  manifested  in  this  movement  is  worthy  of  commendation,  and  if  carried 
out  according  to  the  true  intent  and  purpose  will  be  fruitful  of  much  good. 

The  ladies  of  our  Church  in  all  sections  of  the  country  were 
immediately  invited  to  unite  in  this  association.     The  work  pro- 
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posed  seemed  to  commend  itself  to  those  to  wbom  it  was  pre- 
sented, and  many  earnest,  faithful  co-laborers  were  found,  so  that 
auxiliary  societies  were  soon  organized  in  many  important  centers. 
After  a  few  months  it  became  evident  that  the  Constitution  which 
had  been  framed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Society,  so  far  as 
could  be  anticipated  in  the  commencement,  was  inadequate  to 
meet  the  demanils  and  necessities  caused  by  the  rapid  increase  of 
members  from  all  portions  of  the  country  and  the  enlargement  of 
the  work.  Hence  in  December  a  new  Constitution  on  an  enlarged 
plan,  arranging  for  Branch  Societies  and  a  General  Executive 
Committee  composed  of  delegates  from  each  branch,  was  drafted 
and  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Soci- 
ety for  their  approval  and  sanction.  The  Board  had  previously 
referred  the  matter  of  ladies'  missionary  societies  to  a  committee, 
which,  on  receiving  the  revised  Constitution,  recommended  its 
sanction  by  the  Board  and  adoption  by  the  ladies  interested  in 
different  parts  of  the  country.  The  following  extracts  from  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  show  the  position  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Parent  Society  concerning  this  organization  an 
its  work : 

We  have  looked  into  the  constitutions  of  these  societies,  and  perceive  that 
their  defined  object  is  to  ]}romote  education  and  Christianity  among  the  female  popula- 
tions of  heathen  lands.  They  propose  to  act  in  harmony  with  the  chief  missionary 
instrumentality  of  the  Church,  and  to  assist  in  the  selection  of  suitable  women  as 
teachers  and  missionaries,  who,  although  devoted  to  a  special  work,  shall  be  sent, 
not  to  independent  fields  of  labor,  but  to  those  under  the  control  of  our  Parent 
Missionary  Society,  and  be  subject,  as  our  own  missionaries  are,  to  the  missionary 
authorities  of  the  Church. 

That  essential  service  can  thus  be  rendered  to  the  general  cause  is  quite  appar- 
ent ;  indeed  the  Committee  are  ready  to  commend  the  perception  of  the  ladies  who 
originated  these  new  societies  in  discovering  appropriate  means  of  supplying  a 
great  want,  which  has  been  much  felt,  of  special  attention  to  the  procurement  and 
sending  out  of  proper  female  teachers  and  missionaries  for  heathen  women  and 
girls.  It  is  a  grand  purpose,  fitly  undertaken,  when  at  a  time  of  such  need  and 
opportunity  Christian  women  attempt  to  aid  heathen  women  to  secure  the  bless- 
ings of  education  and  Christianity,  of  which  they  are  now  almost  entirely  deprived. 

Moreover,  it  is  a  plea  that  will  touch  the  sensibilities  of  every  Christian  woman's 
heart  when  she  is  asked  to  contribute  to  the  help  of  her  down-trodden  and  be- 
nighted sisterhood  in  heathen  lands.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  many  contribu- 
tions upon  this  special  ground  will  be  made  that  otherwise  will  never  find  their 
way  to  any  missionary  treasury,  nor  that  tlie  special  adaptation  of  females  for  the 
work  proposed  in  the  vast  fields  of  heathenism,  where  the  female  populations  are 
otherwise  inaccessible,  will  be  shov/n  by  favorable  results. 

If  the  ladies  who  govern  these  societies  adhere  to  the  plan  of  subordinating 
their  work  to  the  rules  and  authority  of  our  Church  and  of  lier  chief  Missionary 
Society,  we  do  not  perceive  that  tliere  can  arise  any  conflict  or  interference  wiiii 
the  general  plan  of  our  missionary  operations.  The  objection  to  such  independont 
societies  has  been  made,  that  if  particular  local  societies  may  be  formed  for  any 
one  special  service,  those  for  another  special  service  may  be  formed  as  well,  and 
thus  the  general  work  and  the  established  plan  of  the  Church  may  be  frittered 
away,  and  divided  interests  and  palpable  confusion  ensue. 

The  answer  is,  the  work  is  not  special  in  the  sense  of  not  being  comprehended 
in  the  plan  of  our  general  operations;  and  so  long  as  our  general  work  is  pur- 
sued we  are  not  only  ready  for  but  solicitous  to  receive  every  aid  to  further  it, 
whether  it  apply  to  a  particular  branch  or  to  the  work  at  large.     The  ohjection 
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would  certainl}-  have  force,  if  in  respect  of  the  cotitributions  of  tlie  Church  for 
missionary  purposes  our  ireneral  plan  were  interfered  with  or  our  general  resources 
were  diniiuished.  But  the  ladies'  societies  intend,  as  we  believe,  to  avoid  this 
ground  of  ohjeciion.  ' 

Until,  therelbre,  the  societies  named  depart  from  these  principles,  we  discover 
no  reasdii  for  using  other  lan.uruage  in  reference  to  them  tlian  tliat  of  the  great 
Master.  "  Forbid  them  not;   for  they  who  are  not  against  us  are  on  our  part." 

We  believe  that  facilities  are  afforded  now  at  some  of  our  important  foreign 
missions  for  the  work  of  female  teachers  and  female  Bible-readers  which  did  not 
exist  at  any  former  period,  and  tliat  openings  for  the  prosecution  of  the  so-called 
zenana  work  among  the  females  of  the  native  popiilalions  of  heathendom  were 
never  before  so  inviting.  While  the  customs  and  superstitions  of  the  native  liordes 
of  paganism  still  oppose  insuperable  barriers  to  the  instruction  of  females  by  any 
except  tiiose  of  tlie  same  se.x,  the  prejudice  does  not  exclude  female  teachers.  It 
seems,  therefore,  a  providential  provision  that,  at  such  a  conjuncture,  a  new  and 
powerful  agency  should  arise  in  the  Chuich  adapted  to  the  exigenc}-^  of  carrying 
tlie  G<ispel  and  the  blessing  of  education  to  tlie  women  of  heathen  countries. 
When  we  consider  the  multitudes  of  those  ignorant  and  uncliristianized  Avomen, 
and  the  deep  darkness  and  sorrow  of  tlieir  lot,  we  are  persuaded  that  a  louder  cry 
for  relief  is  not  borne  to  the  hearing  of  Christendom  than  the  call  they  make  upon 
the  sist^rhood  of  tlie  Churches  of  Gospel  lands. 

In  view  of  the  whole  subject  the  Committee  think  that  the  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Societies,  under  the  regulations  above  stated,  sliould  be  indorsed  by 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Societj-  of  the  Metiiodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  should  receive  the  encouragement  of  all  friends  of  Missions. 

On  recommendation  of  the  same  Committee  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  Board : 

1.  Tiiat  when  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Societies  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  sliall  become  organized  under  the  proposed  Constitution  as  amended, 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  submitted,  the  said  societies,  in  tlie  judgment  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
will  be  entitled  to  the  cordial  support  and  co-operation  of  our  pastors  and  people. 

2.  Tliat  the  ladies  who  have  originated  these  new  societies,  and  those  by  whom 
they  are  supported,  are  entitled  to  the  commendation  and  encouragement  of  all 
friends  of  missions. 

The  thus  indorsed  and  commended  Constitution  was  thereupon 
adopted  by  the  original  Society.     Its  text  is  as  follows : 

CONSTITUTION. 
Article  I.— N.\me. 

This  Association  shall  be  called  "  The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Soceett 
OF  THE  Methodist  Episcopal  Church." 

Article  II. — Porpose. 

The  purpose  of  this  Society  is  to  engage  and  unite  the  efforts  of  Christian 
women  in  sending  female  missionaries  to  women  in  the  foreign  mission  fields  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  supporting  them  and  native  Christian 
teachers  and  Bible-readers  in  those  fields. 

Article  III.— Membership. 

The  payment  of  one  dollar  annually  sliall  constitute  membership,  and  twenty 
dollars  life-membership.  Any  person  paying  one  hundred  dollars  shall  become  an 
Honoraiy  Manager  for  life,  and  the  contribution  of  three  hundred  dollars  shall 
constitute  the  donor  an  Honorary  Patron  for  life. 
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Article  IV. — Organization. 

The  organization  of  this  Society  shall  consist  of  a  General  Executive  Commit- 
tee, Branch  and  Auxiliary  Societies,  to  be  constituted  and  limited  as  laid  down  in 
subsequent  articles. 

Article  V.— General  Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  1.  The  management  and  general  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Society  shall  be  vested  in  a  General  Executive  Committee,  consisting  of  tlio 
Corresponding  Secreiaries  of  the  Branch  Societies  and  two  delegates  from  each 
Branch,  which  delegates,  together  vAih  two  reserves,  shall  be  elected  at  the  last 
quarterly  meeting  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Executive  Commit- 
tee; said  conimiUee  shall  meet  at  Boston  the  third  Wednesday  in  April,  1870,  and 
annually  or  oftener  thereafter  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  General  Executive 
Coramiitee  sliall  annually  determine. 

Stc.  2.  The  duties  of  ihe  General  Executive  Committee  shall  be — 

1.  To  receive  the  reports  of  the  several  treasurers,  and  ascertain  from  them 
the  financial  condition  of  the  Society,  and  to  appropriate  moneys  found  in  the  sev- 
eral treasuries  in  such  ways  as  shall  be  deemed  best  in  accordance  with  the  pur- 
poses and  method  herein  indicated. 

2.  To  take  into  consideration  the  interests  and  demands  of  the  entire  work  of 
the  Society,  including  the  employment  of  new  missionaries  and  the  designation  of 
their  fields  of  labor,  and  to  devise  means  for  carrying  forward  tiiis  work,  tixiug 
the  amount  necessary  to  be  raised,  and  arranging  with  the  Branch  Societies  as  to 
the  number  of  missionaries  to  be  supported  and  the  work  to  be  undertaken  by 
each  Branch. 

3.  To  appoint  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  from  each  Branch  Society,  to  have 
charge  of  the  missionary  paper  of  the  Society,  and  to  arrange  with  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretaries  for  the  publication  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  of  the  Society. 

4.  To  transact  any  other  business  that  the  interests  of  the  Society  may  demand. 
Provided,  nevertheless,  that  all  the  plans  and  directions  of  the  Committee  shall  bd 
in  harmony  with  the  provisions  of  tiiis  Constitution. 

Article  VL— Branch  Societies. 

Sec.  1.  The  organizations  already  formed  at  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Cliicago,  and  Cincinnati  shall  be  regarded  as  co-ordinate  Branches  of  this  Society 
on  their  acceptance  of  this  relationship  under  the  provisions  of  the  present 
Constitution. 

Sec.  2.  Other  Branches  may  be  organized  in  accordance  with  the  following  gen- 
eral plan  for  districting  the  territory  of  the  Cliurch : 

Districts.  States.  Headquarters. 

I.  New  England  States Boston. 

ir.  New  York  and  New  Jersey New  York. 

III.  Pennsylvania,  Delaware.  Maryland,  and  District  of  Columbia.  Philadelphia. 

rV".  Ohio,  West  Virginia,  and  Kentucky Cincinnati. 

V.  Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin Cliicago. 

VI.  Iowa.  Missouri,  Kansas,  and  Minnesota St.  Louis. 

VII.  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas New  Orlean.s. 

VIII.  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Alabama,  Geor- 
gia, and  Ilorida Charleston. 

IX.  Pacific  Coast San  Francisco. 

This  plan,  however,  may  be  changed  by  an  affirmative  vote  of  three  fourths  of 
the  members  of  the  General  Executive  Committee  present  at  any  annual  meeting 
of  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  The  officers  of  eacli  Branch  Society  shall  consist  of  a  President,  not  less 
than  ten  Vice-Presidents,  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a 
Treasurer,  an  Auditor — who  may  be  a  gentleman — and  not  less  than  ten  Man- 
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agers.  These,  with  the  exception  of  the  Auditor,  shall  constitute  an  Executive 
Committee  for  the  admiuistration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Branch,  five  of  whom  shall 
be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  These  otBcers  shall  be  elected  at  the 
annual  meetinsj  of  the  Branclj,  and  shall  continue  in  office  until  others  are  chosen 
in  their  stead. 

Sec.  4.  The  President,  or  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  shall  preside  at  all  meet- 
ings of  the  Branch  and  of  its  Executive  Committee. 

The  Recording  Secretary  shall  nolif}'  all  meetings  of  the  Branch  and  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  siiall  keep  a  full  record  of  the  proceedings. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  Society  with  foreign  missionaries,  with 
the  other  Brandies,  and  with  its  auxiliary  Societies,  (hereinafter  mentioned.)  and 
shall  endeavor  by  all  practicable  means  to  form  auxiliary  societies  within  the  pre- 
scribed territory  of  the  Branch.  It  shall  also  be  her  duty  to  present  to  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  General  Executive  Committee  a  report  of  the  work  of  the  Branch 
during  the  year,  for  publication  in  their  Annual  Report. 

The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  contributions  to  the  Branch,  keeping  proper 
books  of  account,  and  shall  make  such  disposition  of  the  funds  as  tlie  Executive 
Committee  may  direct;  each  order  of  the  Committee  being  duly  signed  by  the 
Corresponding  Secretary. 

Sec.  5.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  full  supervision  of  all  the  work 
assigned  to  the  Branch  by  the  General  Executive  Committee,  and  may  order  the 
disbursement  of  those  funds  required  for  that  work,  provide  for  all  the  wants,  and 
receive  all  the  reports  of  the  missionaries,  Bible-women,  and  teachers,  who,  by 
the  plan  of  the  General  Executive  Committee,  are  to  be  supported  hj  iheir  Branch. 

Sec.  6.  No  Branch  Society  shall  project  new  work,  or  undertake  the  support  of 
new  missionaries,  except  by  the  direction  or  with  the  approval  of  the  General 
Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  1.  Eacli  Branch  Society  may  make  its  own  by-laws  regulating  its  meetings 
and  those  of  its  Executive  Committee,  also  any  others  which  may  be  deemed 
necessary  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Society,  not  inconsistent  with  this  Constitution. 

Article  VII. — Auxiliary  Societies. 

Any  number  of  ladies  contributing  not  less  than  ten  dollars  annually  may  form  a 
society  auxiliary  to  that  branch  of  the  "Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  tiie 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  witliin  "whose  prescribed  territorial  limits  they  may 
reside,  by  appointing  a  President,  three  or  more  Vice-Presidents  or  Managers,  a 
Recording  Secretary,  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  who,  together,  shall 
constitute  a  local  Executive  Committee. 

Article  VIII.—  Ri^lation  to  the  Missionary  Authorities  of  the  Church. 

Sec.  1  This  Society  will  work  in  harmony  with,  and  under  the  supervision  of, 
the  authorities  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
be  subject  to  their  approval  in  the  employment  and  remuneration  of  missionaries, 
the  designation  of  their  fields  of  labor,  and  in  the  general  plans  and  designs  of  its 
work. 

Sec.  2.  All  missionaries  supported  by  the  Society  shall  be  approved  by  the  con- 
stituted missionary  authorities  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  shall  labor 
under  the  direction  of  the  authorities  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cinirch,  and  of 
the  particular  missions  of  Iliac  Society  in  which  they  may  be  severally  employed, 
and  they  siiall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  that  govern  the  other 
missionaries  in  those  particular  missions. 

Sec.  3.  Tlie  funds  of  tiie  Society  shall  not  be  raised  by  collections  or  subscrip- 
tions taken  during  any  Church  services  or  in  any  promiscuous  public  meeting, 
but  shall  be  raised  by  securing  members,  life-members,  honorary  managers  and 
patrons,  and  by  sucii  other  metliods  as  will  not  interfere  with  ihe  ordinary  collec- 
tions or  contributions  for  the  treasury  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 
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Article  IX. — Change  of  Constitution. 

This  Constitution  may  be  changed  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Exec- 
utive Committee  by  a  two-third  vote  of  each  Branch  delegation,  notice  of  the  pro- 
posed change  having  been  given  at  the  previous  annual  meeting;  but  Article  VIII 
shall  not  be  changed  except  witli  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  plan  of  districts  presented  above  in  Art.  VI,  sec.  2,  was 
modified  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee.  It  now 
stands  as  follows : 

Districts.  States.  Headquarters. 

I.  New  England  States Boston. 

II.  New  York  and  New  Jersey New  York. 

III.  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware Philadelphia. 

rV.  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  and  Eastern  Virginia Baltimore. 

V.  Ohio,  West  Virginia,  and  Kentucky Cincinnati. 

VI.  Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin Chicago. 

VII.  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  and  Colorado.  St.  Louis, 

VIII.  Arkani^as,  ilississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas New  Orleans. 

IX  Tennessee.  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Alabama,  Georgia, 

and  Florida Atlanta*. 

X.  Pacific  Coast San  Francisco. 

The  Society  thus  brought  into  being  has  been  in  operation  three 
years.  During  the  first  ne.irly  100  atixiliaries  were  orgnnized; 
during  the  second  the  number  increased  to  614  ;  during  the  third  to 
1,083,  which  is  our  present  number.  Our  aggregate  membership 
at  the  present  time  is  41,654. 

The  amount  raised  by  the  Society  the  first  year  was  $7,000  ;  the 
second,  $22,000;  the  third,  849,430  71. 

During  the  first  year  the  Society  sent  to  India  two  missionaries, 
approved  by  the  missionary  authorities  at  New  York.  The  seo- 
ond  year  the  support  of  the  Girls'  Orphanage  at  Bareilly  was 
undertaken,  as  also  a  considerable  amount  of  school  and  zenana 
work  in  different  stations,  and  in  the  autumn  a  third  lady  was 
sent  out.  An  appropriation  of  $300  was  also  made  for  work  in 
China.  The  past  year  work  among  the  women  and  children  of 
India  has  been  supi)orted  in  twenty-one  stations,  a  "Home"  pur- 
chased at  Lucknow,  and  two  more  ladies  have  reinforced  the 
workers  already  in  the  mission.  To  China  four  missionaries  have 
been  sent,  two  each  for  the  cities  of  Foochow  and  Peking.  Addi- 
tional school  work  has  also  been  sustained.  There  are  now  nine 
Ametican  missionaries  representing  the  Society  in  foreign  fields. 

Such  are  the  more  important  facts  connected  with  the  history 
of  the  Society  wliich  we  represent.  For  fuller  information  respect- 
ing details  we  refer  you  to  the  Annual  Reports,  and  other  publica- 
tions of  the  Society  heiewith  submitted.  To  us  it  seems  most  clear 
that  God's  favoring  smile  has  been  upon  us.  The  growth  of  our 
work  has  surpassed  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  For  the 
favor  accorded  it  throughout  the  Churcli  we  have  been  and  are  de- 
voutly grateful.  It  has  been  indorsed  with  remarkable  unanimity 
47 
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and  heartiness  by  the  highest  officers  of  the  Church.  So  far  as  we 
know,  every  Annual  Conference  before  which  it  has  been  brought 
has  warmly  commended  it.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  us  that  we 
can  represent  the  Society  to  you  with  such  an  assurance  of  cheer- 
ful recognition. 

The  Society  has  but  one  request  to  make  at  your  hands.  It  is 
that  it  may  be  officially  authorized  to  prosecute  its  work  as  a  rec- 
ognized agency  of  the  Church,  with  no  other  than  its  present  re- 
strictions, its  Annual  Report  having  place  in  the  Report  of  the 
General  Society. 

Devoutly  praying  that  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  may  pre- 
side over  all  your  deliberations  and  cause  them  to  promote  not 
only  the  welfare  of  Chi-ist's  kingdom  at  home,  but  also  the  early 
evangelizing  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  we  have  the  honor  to 
subscribe  ourselves,  in  behalf  of  the  Society, 
Most  respectfully  yours, 

Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Skidmoee, 
Mrs.  Wm.  F.  Warren, 
Mrs.  Jennie  F.  Willing. 
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MEMORIAL  OF  THE  LADIES'  AND  PASTORS'  CHRISTIAN  UNION. 
To  THE  Bishops  and  Members  op  the  General  Conperence. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren:  We  the  undersigned,  having 
been  duly  appointed,  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  plans 
and  work  of  the  Ladies'  and  Pastors'  Christian  Union. 

The  object  of  this  Society  is  the  evangelization  of  the  neglected 
masses  in  our  midst  who  do  not  come  to  the  Church,  or  who  can- 
not be  reached  by  ordinary  means. 

The  chief  agency  employed  is  the  voluntary  labors  of  Christian 
women,  who  go  into  the  homes  of  the  people,  and  by  personal 
attentions  and  appeals,  and  the  judicious  distribution  of  tracts, 
bring  them  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

For  the  plans  and  details  of  work  we  refer  you  to  the  accom- 
panying Report  of  the  Society. 

We  are  instructed  to  state  that  after  more  than  four  years 
of  successful  work  the  Society  is  in  efficient  working  condition, 
and  has  six  hundred  dollars  in  its  treasury.  And  farther, 
that  it  has  not  only  demonstrated  the  practicability  of  its  plans, 
but  has  received  the  indorsement  of  twenty  Annual  Conferences, 
and  the  approval  of  nearly  all  the  Methodist  preachers'  meetings 
of  any  magnitude  in  the  country. 

And  now,  after  faithfully  serving  a  probationary  term  of  four 
years,  the  Society  respectfully  asks  to  be  received  into  lull  con- 
nection, and  recognized  as  a  working  power  in  the  Church. 
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The  work  undertaken  needs  to  be  done.  More  than  two  thirds 
of  the  Church  are  women.  They  are  ready  to  perform  the 
labor,  and  it  only  needs  your  sanction  and  fostering  care  to  make 
this  Society  one  of  the  important  and  valuable  auxiliaries  of  the 
Church. 

The  Society  would  prefer  passing  under  the  control  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  with  as  little  change  in  these  tested  plans  of 
work  as  possible.  And  yet,  if  you  can  devise  other  and  better 
plans  under  which  the  eight  hundred  thousand  Methodist  women 
can  successfully  labor  in  this  field  for  which  Heaven  has  so  pecul- 
iarly and  richly  endowed  them,  the  Society  stands  ready  to  co- 
operate with  you. 

Praying  that  you  may  be  guided  in  all  your  deliberations,  we 
commend  this  Society  to  your  generous  consideration  and  care. 
Mrs.  Ellen  H.  Simpson,  Mrs.  Mart  H.  Crane, 

Mrs.  D.  D.  KiNGSLET,  Mrs.  Maria  L.  Rice, 

Mrs.  Annie  Wittenmeyer,     Mrs.  Wm.  F.  Warren, 
Mrs.  Caroline  R.  Wright,     Mrs.  S.  L.  Keen, 
Mrs.  Jennie  F.  Willing,         Mrs.  Harriet  Skidmobb, 
Mrs.  Maey  E.  Crook. 
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Absence,  leave  of, 
granted  to,  Ashcom.  C.  W.,  147,  827:  Ander- 
son, A.  J.,  354;  Allyn,  R.  360;  Beale,  €., 
1S8 ;  Beadle,  W.  H.  H.,  245 ;  Bates,  D.  M., 
249;  Baldwin,  S.,  318;  Burr,  J.  K.,  290; 
Callahan,  E.,  147 ;  Coldwell.  T.  H.,  308 ;  Claf- 
lin,  W.,  326;  Corwin,  I.. 36?;  Evans,  John, 
245 ;  Foster,  E.  9.,  153  ;  Hosford,  E.  K.,  295 ; 
Hackedorn,  G.  C,  345;  Hamlin,  B.  B.,  361 ; 
Harris,  .1.  A..  372  ;  Kuhl,  P.,  23:3,  318 ;  Kim- 
ball, .T.  C,  309;  Kenney,  W.,  349  ;  Koen- 
eke,  361  ;  Lindsay,  J.  W.,  101 ;  Lewis,  J.  W. 
251 ;  Latimer,  J.  E  ,318;  Lawrence,W.,  324; 
M'Intosb,  J.  C.,245;  Muzzy,  H..  251;  Mun- 
ger,  C,  253;  Middleton,  J.  B..  318;  Nel- 
son, R.,  303;  Nosbit,  S.  H.,  356;  Owen.  J., 
244;  Olin,  "W.  H.,  245;  Pond,  L.  W.,  306; 
Patton.  J.,  151 ;  Quiftjr,  J.  B.,  24". ;  Reynolds, 
G.G..  189;  Rogers,  E.  H.,  252,  327;  Strons?, 
J.,  204;  Smith,  D.  C,  233;  Saxe,  R.  .1.,  327; 
Stoker.  W.,  334;  Thompson,  W.  H.,  24S; 
Todd,  R.  W.,  373  ;  Wakeley,  J.  B.,  319 ; 
Wliitiiey,  B.,  290. 

Admitted, 
Adams,  M.,  39;  retires,  319;  Beale,  C,  53; 
Brown,  C.  E.,  249  ;  Brown,  S.  C,  355 ;  Burr, 
W.  A.,  53;  Butler,  W.,  101.  319;  Curtis,  J. 
D.,  878;  Daily,  W.  M.,  276;  retires,  319; 
Dickev,  A.  M.,  58 ;  Dillingham.  Paul,  1S5; 
EUing'ton,  C.  A.,  309;  French,  J.,  189; 
Gregg,  A,  C,  318;  Hiett,  .1,  W.,  824;  Hil- 
liard,  S.  W.,  299.  319 ;  Hoagland.  Amos,  204 ; 
Hypes.  B.,  376;  Jackson,  E.  W..318;  Jones, 
H.  A.,  53 ;  Kimball,  J.  C,  249 ;  King,  L.  IL, 
153,  295,  319;  Kniel,  T.,  306;  Lewis,  Z.  N., 
323;  Logan.  T.  H.,  53 ;  Lynch,  J..  3l9;  Ma- 
gee,  J.  P..  63, 826 .  Malcom,  W.  D.,  39 ;  Malla- 
llen,  T.,  24S;  Mendenhall,  M.  H.,  319;  Mer- 
wln,  J.  B.,  319;  Morse,  J.  L..  290;  Paxton,  W. 
W.,  327 ;  Petrie.  F.C.,  274 ;  Pettihone,  P.,  290, 
842;  Phillips,  J.  M.,  53,  363 :  Plaisted.  F.  A., 
279;  Randolph,  J.  W.,  318;  retires,  337; 
Sapp,  R.,  admitted,  39;  Schlngenhauf,  J., 
318;  Smith.  J.  H.  V.,  295 ;  Spahr,  B.  H., 
828;  Sprugue,  F.  L.,  275;  Stewart,  D.  A., 
290;  Stone.  J.  W.,  147;  Swing,  P.  B.,  305; 
Todd,  R.  W.,  349. 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

telfEi-ani  from.  196;  bishop  of,  invited  to 
jflatform.  363  ;  letter  to  General  Conference 
of,  394,  541. 

African  M.  E.  Zion  Church, 

letter  from,  246,  534. 
Alabama  Conference, 

niiiiistfi-ial  dclcirales  of,  32  ;  lay  delegates 
of.  4^;  memorial  from,  109:  resolution  re- 
specting, 417  ;  boundaries  of,  413,  417. 

American  Baptist  Home  Miss.  Society, 

delegates  from,  324,  383  ;  addresses  of,  538. 
American  Bible  Society, 
invitation  of.    to  attend  its  anniversary,  86, 
103  ;  eoinmittce  on,  105  ;  report  on,  385. 

American  Congregational  Union, 

invitation  to  attend  reunion  of,  loi). 
American  Independence,  Centennial  of, 
coiumittee  on,  106,  251 ;  report  of,  8SS. 


American  Peace  Society, 

memorial  of,  234. 

Andrews,  E.  G., 

elected  bishop,  306 ;  consecration  of,  322. 
Annual  Conferences, 
list  of,  32. 417-428 ;  call  of  roll  of,  to  cease.  227 : 
secretaries  of,  to  forward  certificates  of  dele- 
gates for  1876,  403;  statistical  questions  for, 
40S  ;  jurisdiction  of.  over  preachers  on  trial, 
437  ;  on  journals  of,  447. 
Appeals,  Committee  on, 
of  whom  composed.  78;    rules   for   govern- 
ment of,  63,  245 ;  changes  in,  152,  189. 
Appeals, 

resolution  on  modification  of  rules  on,  245. 
Appeals,  Referred, 
of  R.   Mav,  109  ;   of  A.  J.  Kirkpatrick,  114  ; 
of  T.  B.'Tavlor.  115;  of  W.  G.  Fowler,  116; 
of  H.  S.  Shaw,  118 ;  of  J.  S.  Moore.  120  ;  ot 
J.  B.  Craig,  156;  of  M.  Mahin,  164;   of  W. 
R.  Hoback,  196;  of  J.  Vannote,  213;  of  B. 
D.  Palmer,  233;  of  E.  A.  Hill,  310. 
Appeals,  Reports  on, 
J.   B,   Craig,  decision   affirmed,  229;   W.  G. 
Fowler,  decision  atfirmed,  315,  316 ;  W.  R. 
Hoback,  new  trial  ordered,  895;  A  J.  Kirk- 
patrick. decision  reversed,  323  ;  R.  May.  new 
trial  ordered,  271,  302 ;  J.  S.  Moore,  new  trial 
ordered,  271,  302 ;  B.  D.  Palmer,  new  trial 
ordered.  271,  303 ;  H.  S.  Shaw,  decision  af- 
firmed, 395 ;  T.  B.  Taylor,  new  trial  ordered, 
808 ;  J.  Vannote,  decision  reversed,  329, 830; 
W.  M.  Smith,  case  laid  over,  407. 
Appeals,  Trial  of, 

of  ministers  or  preachers,  405;  of  bishops,  406. 
Arkansas  Conference, 

boundaries  of.  287,  417. 
Arrangements,  Committee  of, 

thanks  to,  446. 
Atkinson,  Charles, 

claim  against,  289. 
Ayes  and  Noes 
called,  41,  44,  47,  254,  291,  349. 


Bacon,  G.  B., 

introduced,  108;    credentials  and  address  of 
515. 
Baker,  Bishop, 

addres.'es  in  memory  of,  258,  264. 
Baker  University, 

memorial  of,  115 ;  report  of  committee  on,  292. 
Baltimore  Conference. 
ministerial  delegates  of,  32 ;   lay  delegates  of, 
48;  boundariei  of,  413. 
Benevolent  Societies, 
committee   on    relation  of,  217,   232;   report 
of  committee  on,  272,  295-298;   bishops  in- 
strufted  to  nominate  man.agers  for,  299.  831, 
381, 8S2 ;  vacancies  in  boards  of  managers  of 
how  filled,  382. 
Benson,  H.  C, 
election  of,  356. 
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Benson,  M., 

introduced.  159;  credentials  and  addresses 
o£  206,  524,  529. 

Bible,  revised  translation  of  the, 

committee   on   Bible    Society    instructed    to 
make  inquiry  respecting,  244. 
Bishops, 

report  of.  on  boundaries  of  annual  confer- 
ences, 55.  S9 ;  address  oC  motion  respecting, 
59,  \(W ;  committee  on  support  of,  S7, 106,  201, 
249-251:  colored,  91,  253;  disposition  of, 
104;  memorial  services  for  deceased,  104, 
257-2T1  ;  resolutions  on,  1S2,  3;32.  346,  369, 
395,  403,  404;  resolutions  on  election  oC  1S9. 
237,  290.  291 ;  election  oA  300.  305,  306.  307 : 
consecration  of,  302,  303r-8i«r~S!il,  aii; 
paper  on  articles  of  religion  referred  to. 
810;  residences  and  moving  expenses  of. 
320,  394,  403,  404;  Roberts,  removing  re- 
strictions from,  330;  authorized  to  appoint 
three  delegates  to  M.  E.  Church,  South, 
840;  requeste<l  to  divide  certiin  missionary 
appropriations,  345 ;  administration  of,  ap- 
proved, 346 ;  authorized  to  bring  forward 
business,  395 ;  trial  of,  4i>4,  406. 

Black  River  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of.  32;  lav  delegates 
of,  4* ;  boundaries  of,  304,  319, 824. 

Boehm,  Henry, 

introduced  to  Conference,  155. 

Book  Agents, 

report  of,  at  New  Tork,  102,  146,  293.  542, 
6-29.  664;  report  o^  at  Cincinnati,  139,  551 ; 
to  publish  amounts  received  for  expenses 
of  delegates.  244;  number  of.  358,  397; 
election  of,  361,  368,  369,  372,  374,  375:  on 
duties  <j^f,  35S,  397,  398 ;  special  committee 
on  trial  of,  361 ;  report  of  special  committee 
on  trial  of,  396;  to  pay  salaries  of  General 
Conference  oflBcers  in  certain  cases,  403 ;  to 
report  salaries  in  certain  cases,  448. 

Book  Committee, 

quadrennial  report  of,  101,  560,  616 ;  minority 
report  of,  101,  616-629;  present  members 
of  committee  of  1868-72  not  to  be  renomi- 
nated, 400 ;  the  late  agents  not  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Book  Committee,  412. 

Book  Concern, 
committee  on,  69,  S6.  152,  154,  168,  228,  246, 
24S,  845;  location  of  the  principal  publish- 
ing houses  ot  357,  897;  number  of  agents, 
397;  rules  for  government  of,  397,  39S; 
special  committee  on,  148.  150,  169,  188. 
189,  210,287;  delegations  authorized  to  fill 
vacancies  in  committee,  150 ;  papers  on 
alleged  irregularities  and  frauds  in  Book 
Concern,  referred  to,  150,  151 ;  no  change  iu, 
after  investigation  shall  have  commenced, 
151 ;  report  of  committee,  364-36S. 

Boston  Theological  Seminary, 

quadrennial  report  of  trustees  of,  231,  711. 

Boundaries  of  Conferences, 

committee  on,  67-69,  86,  169, 190 ;  report  of 
bishops  on  boundaries,  55 :  report  of  com- 
mittee on,  209, 228 ;  committee  on,  instructed 
to  report  in  certain  cases.  2S7;  special  com- 
mission on.  in  State  of  New  Tork,  325.  327. 
334,  334.  344;  report  of  special  commission, 
862;  protest  gainst,  363.  [For  further 
action  respecting,  see  under  name  of  Con- 
ference.] 
Bowman,  T., 
elected  bishop,  300 ;  consecration  of,  822. 


Bowman,  T.,  (fraternal  delegate) 

introduced,  30S ;  address  of,  538. 
British  America,  Conference  of  East* 

em, 

address  of,  159,  .506  ;    reply  to,  387,  514;   dclo 
gate   from,    introduced.    lOS ;    address    ot 
169.  5<18. 
British  Weslejran  Conference, 

address  of,  107.  459;  reply  to,  3S7,  475;  dele- 
gates from  introduced,  107;  credentials  and 
addresses  of;  458,  462-474;  leave-taking 
oA  180. 


California  Christian  Advocate, 

editor  of;  356 ;  publishing  committee  of,  431. 
California  Conference, 
ministerial   delegates    of,    82;    lay  delegates 
of;  48:  memorial  of,  on  representation  and 
boards  of  trustees,  109 ;   action  of,  on  book 
interests,    2-32;    boundaries   of;    413,    41S; 
authorized  to  divide.  427. 
California,  publishing  interests  in, 

resolutions  on,  430. 
CaU  of  the  House 

ordered,  449. 
Canada,  M.  E.  Church  of, 
address  of.  206.  524;   reply  to,  330.  530;  dele- 
gates from,  introduced,  159  ;  credentials  and 
addresses  of,  206,  52-3,  524,  526,  529;  leave- 
taking,  827  ;  resolution  on  union  with,  306. 
Canada,  Weslejran  Conference  of, 
address  of,  158,494;   reply  to,  830.  504;   dele- 
gates from  introduced,  107 ;  credentials  and 
addresses  of,  153,  803,  493,  496,  500;  leave- 
taking.  ISO. 
Carlton,  Thomas, 

papers  from.  298,  654. 
Central  German  Conference, 
ministeiial  delegates  of  32;  lay  delegates  of, 
49  ;  boundaries  of,  413. 
Central  Illinois  Conference, 
ministerial  dolesrates  of.  32:  lav  delegates  of, 
49;  boundaries  of;  314,  418. 
Central  New  York  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of,  32;  lay  delegates  of, 
49 ;   on  rules  for  annual  conferences  and  on 
boundaries.  90 ;  on  Woman's  Foreign  Mis- 
sionarv  Societv.  Ill ;  on  monthly  magazine, 
etc..  190,  191 ;"  to  hold  session  this  fall,  369; 
boundaries  of.  418. 
Central  Ohio  Conference, 
ministerial    delegates   of.  32 ;    lay    delegates 
of,  49;  boundaries  of,  413,  41S. 
Central  Pennsylvania  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of.  82 ;    lay  delegates 
of,  49  ;  journal  of,  157 ;  boundaries  of,  413 
419. 
Chair,  decision  of, 

appealed  from,  14S,  291,  821,  375. 
Chartered  Fund, 
special  committee   on,  182;  quadrennial   re- 
port of  trustees  of,  182,  707  :  supplemental 
report  of  trustees  of.  409,  709 ;  nomination 
of  trustees  of,  approved,  409. 
Chicago  German  Conference, 
boundaries  of.  804,  419  ;  missionary  appropri- 
ation for,  345. 
China, 
I     address  from  mission  in,  381,  589. 
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Christian  Advocate, 

election  of  editor  of,  349,  850,  352. 
Christian  Apologist, 

election  of  editor  of,  $43. 
Church  Extension, 
committee  oil,  SO,  81,  96, 152 ;  reports  from,— 
on  appointing  legal  advisers,  229  ;  on  num- 
ber of  quorum,  333 ;  number  of  board  of 
managers.  3;?3;  Report  No.  II  adopted  as  a 
whole,  3.'J7-341 ;    Report  No.  Ill,  on  loans, 
341 ;  Report  No.  VI,  resolution  on  incorpo- 
ration of  board  of,  404;  district  committee 
on.  414 ;  report  No.  IV,  on  donations   and 
loan  fund,  442. 
Church  Extension  Society, 
report  of,  lui ;   election  of  secretary  of;  381 ; 
managers  of,  361. 
Church  Property, 

committee  on,  S7, 105. 
Church  Union, 
committee  on,  206,  211;  pipers  referred  to 
committee  on,  246;  report  of,  412. 
Cincinnati  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of,  33 ;  lay  delegates  of, 
49 ;  twundaries  of,  419. 
Claflin,  W., 

admitted  to  seat,  209. 
Clark,  Bishop, 
address   of  Bishop   Simpson  on,   258;  of  L. 
Hitchcock  on,  267. 
Collections,  Disciplinary, 
annual  conferences  to  arrange  times  for  tak- 
ing, 4u7. 
Colleges, 

day  of  prayer  of,  442. 
Colorado  Conference, 
ministerial    delegates    of,  33 ;    lay  delegates 
of,  49 ;  boundaries  of,  805,  419. 

Colorado  Depository, 

report  of  Committee  on  Book  Concern  on,  377. 
Commission  on  Western,  Central,  and 

New  York  Conferences, 

to  adjust  certain  conference  relations,  369. 
Commissioners  on  the  Superannuated 

Preachers, 

for  Central  and  Western  New  York  Confer- 
ences, 3>4. 
Committees,  Special, 

ordered.  S7  ;  appointed,  105,  106. 
Committees,  Standing-, 

election  of,  64-85 ;  organization  of,  86. 
Congregational     Churches,     National 
CovmcU  of, 

delef.'ation  from,  introduced,  108;  credentials 
and  address  of,  159,  515. 
Connectional  Buildings, 
report  of  commissioners  on  purchase  of,  124, 
721 ;  their  action  approved,  486. 
Corresponding  Secretaries, 
of  Missionary  Society,  3;J2 ;  of  Church  Exten- 
sion Society,  3.33 ;   of  Freedmen's  Aid  Soci- 
ety, 8:34 ;  of  Board  of  Education,  378. 
Crosby,  H., 
introduced,  107  ;     credentials  and  address  of, 
47S. 


Daily  Advocate, 

rules  of  order  to  be  published  in,  68;  copies 
of,  to  Dr.  Jobson,  63 ;  to  each  foreign  mis- 


lay delegates  ot 


sion,  207 ;  money  received  for  expenses  of 
delegates  to  be  published  in,  ^44 ;  thanks  to 
editor  and  publishers  of;  446. 

Deceased  Bishops, 

memorial  services  for,  257-271. 

Decoration  Day, 

resolution  on,  355. 

Delaware  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of. 
49  ;  boundaries  of,  419. 

Delegates,  Fraternal, 
committee  to  receive,  56:  reception  of,— from 
British  Conference,  107 ;  from  General  As- 
sembly of  Presbyterian  Church,  107 ;  from 
Irish  Wesleyan  Conference,  107 ;  from  Wes- 
leyan  Conference  of  Canada,  107 ;  from  Con- 
ference of  Eastern  British  America,  lOS; 
from  "  Methodist  Church,"  108 ;  from  Amer- 
ican Congregational  Council,  lOS;  Method- 
ist Episcopal  ChHi-ch  in  Canada,  206;  Freo 
Church  of  Italy,  218,  245 ;  Methodist  Prot- 
estant Church,  246 ;  General  Conference  of 
Evangelical  Association  in  America,  308; 
Baptist  Church,  333. 

Delegates,  Fraternal, 
addresses  of,— Wiseman.  L.  H.,  107,  462  :  Pun- 
shon,  W.  M..  107,  467 ;  Crosby,  H.,  107, 478 ; 
M'Kay,  Jos.W.,  107.  352, 485 ;  Sanderson,  G., 

107,  496:  Sutherland, ,  107,500:   Pope, 

H.  W.,  lOS.  159;  Wheat,  E.  A.,  108,  517 
Williams,  C.  U..  103,  518;  Bacon,  G.  B.,  108, 
515;  Wild,  J.,  206,  526;  Benson,  M.,  206, 
529;  Thompson,  J.  B.,  245 ;  Gavazzi,  A.,  245, 
Murray,  J.  ,r.,  246.  5:31 :  Dubs,  B.,  308,  536; 
Bowman,  T.,  308.  538:  GUlette,  Dr.,  833 
538:  Dunn,  Dr.,  333,  539. 

Delegates,  Lay, 
list  of,  by  conferences,  48-53. 

Delegates,  Ministerial, 
list  of,  by  conferences,  32-39. 

Des  Moines  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of,  33;  lay  delegates  oi; 
49;  action  of.  on  office,  etc.,  of  bishops,  112; 
action  of,  on  lay  representation,  112;  action 
of.  on  presiding  eldership,  158;  boundaries 
of,  419. 

Detroit  Conference, 


ninistcrial  delegates  of,  3 
49 ;  boundaries  of,  420. 


lay  delegates  of; 


Dillon,  I., 

election  of,  356. 
Discipline,  Book  of, 
editors  of,  36i;   paragraphs  of  to  be  consecu- 
tively numbered,  410 :  certain  matters  to  be 
transferred  from  appendix  ot  to  the  body 
of  the  work,  4:38. 
District  Conferences, 
memorial  of  National  Local  Preachers'  Asso- 
ciation concerning,  228;  of  whom  composed 
and  duties  of,  410,  411. 
Drew  Theological  Seminary, 
nomination   of  trustees  for,   402;   report  of 
seminary,  310,  716. 
Dubs,  R., 

introduced,  808  ;  address  of,  536. 
Dunn,  Dr., 

introduced,  833 ;  address  of,  338,  538. 
Durbin,  J.  P., 
resolution  on  services  of,  3-36;  to  hold  position 
of  honorary  secretary,  886;  presentation  to, 
854. 
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Duryea,  J.  T., 

credentials  of  appointment  of,  47S. 


East  Genesee  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of.  83;    lay  delegates  of. 
49;    resolution   rel.iting   to   superannuated 
members  of,  869 ;  action  dividing,  not  to  be 
operative  at  present,  369. 
Eaist  German  Conference, 
ministerial  deleiates  of.  33;   laj- delegates  of, 
49  ;  boundaries  of.  420. 
East  Maine  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of.  33 ;  lay  delegates  of, 
49 ;  bound.arins  of.  4-20. 
Ecclesiastical  Jurisprudence, 
bishops   to  appoint  a  commission  to  report 
code  on.  204. 

Eddy,  T.  M. 

to  prepare  paper  on  the  Minard  Home,  354 ; 
report  of,  adopted,  374. 
Editors, 

election  of,  342,  343,  350,  852,  354,  356  357, 
355,  372,  373. 
Education, 

committee  on,  73;  organization  o£  86:  change 
in  committee  on,  152.  16S,  249;  quadrennial 
report  of  board  of,  17S,  705 ;  report  of  com- 
mittee on,  on  common  schools,  441 ;  on 
memori.il  of  Mission  Conference  of  Ger- 
many and  Switzerland,  293 ;  on  election  of 
corresponding  secretary  and  on  collections, 
876.  37S ;  on  filling  vacancies,  411 ;  on  Ger- 
man theological  department,  440,  441 ;  col- 
leges, day  of  prayer  for,  442 ;  bishops  to  fill 
vacancy  in  office  of  secretary,  403. 
Edwards,  A., 

election  of.  354. 
Electoral  Conference, 

how  composed.  46;  lav  delegates  to  be  chosen 
by,  46. 
Episcopacy,  Committee  on, 

appointment  of,  64 ;  organization  of,  86 ;  re- 
port of,  on  services  for  deceased  bishops, 
l.>4;  report  of,  on  ruling  of  Bishop  Scott, 
253:  on  transfers,  253;  on  colored  bishops, 
253;  on  number  of  bishops  to  be  elected, 
254-256 ;  senior  bishops  to  be  relieved,  257 ; 
on  tenure  of  episcopal  office,  etc.,  302;  or- 
dinatioi^  of  bishops,  report  on,  316,  317; 
administration  of  bishops  approved,  346; 
on  case  of  Bishop  Morris,  437. 
Erie  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  33;  lay  delegates  of, 
49 :  boundaries  of,  420. 

Evangelical  Associa'n  in  America, 

delegates   from,  introduced,  30S;   credentials 
and  addresses  of,  3iJS,  535,  536,  533. 
Expenses  of  Delegates, 

committee  on,  105;  committee  instructed, 
379 ;  reports  of.  154.  155,  399 ;  receipts  for, 
to  be  published,  244;  resolutions  on,  346, 
893,  400. 


Pasting  and  Prayer, 

day  of,  appointed,  248. 
Pinch,  T.  J., 

delegate  from  the  "  Methodist  Church,"  159, 
617,  519. 


Florida  Conference, 

boundaries  of.  420. 
Foster,  R.  S., 

elected  bisliop,  300;  consecration  of,  322. 
Fraternal  Bodies, 
replies  to.  adoptel.  401  :    'W.  L.   Earris   and 
G.  \V.  Woodruff  to  edit,  401 ;  delegates  to, 
437.  4;3i. 

Fraternal  Correspondence, 

committee  on,  S9.  106:   replies  to  various  fra- 
ternal bodies.  3S7,  394. 
Fraternal  Delegates, 
committee  on  reception  of,  55.  101,  147,  213, 
.324,  •?&i. 
Free  Church  of  Italy, 

deputation  from,  21S ;  reception  of;  245. 
Freedmen, 
committee  on,  81,  101,  152;  reports  of;  800, 
412. 
Freedmen' s  Aid  Society, 
committee  on,  SI:  report  of  committee,  300; 
constitution  of.  .301;  election  of  secretary  of, 
323.   o;32,   :>34:   managers  o^  3S2;  district 
committee  of.  415. 
Fry,  St.  James  B., 

election  of.  356. 
Fuller,  Dr., 
authorized  to  draw  salary,  407. 


Garrett  Biblical  Institute, 
quadrennial  report  of,  27S,  714. 

Gavazzi,  A., 
introduced,  245. 

General  Conference, 
organization  of.  31.  39;  W.  L.  Harris  elected 
secretarv,  39 ;  assistant  secretaries  at,  54, 
5S ;  report  of  the  bishops  on  change  of  sec- 
ond i-estrictive  rule,  39 :  state  of  vote  on, 
89 ;  action  of,  on  lay  delegation,  40-4S,  54 ; 
certificates  of  lay  delegates,  43-53 ;  address 
of  lay  delegates  "to,  56;  standing  ommit- 
tees  "of,  ordered,  58;  how  constituted,  64-35, 
86;  manual  of,  ordered,  SS;  i-esokition  on 
journal  of,  99;  secretaries  to  edit  journal, 
100,  36S;  officers,  time  for  election  of.  279, 
328 ;  secretary  of,  to  send  board  of  mana- 
gers of  Missionary  Society  a  certified  copy 

7~~  of  changes  made  in  constitution  of  society., 
salaries  of  retiring,  403 ;  book  agents  to 
report  amount  of  salaries  paid  by  them  to 
officers  of.  44S;  place  for  holding  next  ses- 
sion of.  2S1,  816;  time  fl.xed  for  adjourn- 
ment 858;  committee  on  '•thanks."'  395; 
certificates  of  election  of  dek-gates  to  Con- 
ference of  1S76  to  be  sent  to  secretary  of.  403 ; 
final  roll  call  of,  449^51 ;  adjournment  of, 
452. 

Genesee  Conference, 
ministerial    delegates    of,    83;   lay  delegates 
of.  49;  extracts  from  journal  of,  161. 

Georgia  Conference, 
ministerial  deli-gales  of,  34:  lay  delegates  of, 
50;  on   forming   a  colored   conference,   92, 
93  ;  on  boundaries,  113;  boundaries  of;  420. 

German  Conference, 
memorials  on.  91. 

German  Editors, 
resolution  ou,  235 ;  election  of,  843. 
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German  Theological  School, 

report  on.  440.  i 

Germany  and  Switzerland  Confer- 
ence, 

memorial  of,  on  school,  293. 
GiUette,  Dr., 

iiitro<hi.:ed,  333;  his  address,  533. 

Goodenough,  S.  J., 

mi'iiiorial  of,  in  answer  to  J.  Lanahan,  276, 
676. 
Good  Templars, 

tek'sram   fiom,   359:  committee   to  reply  to, 
3o9. 
Graham,  T.  B., 

credentials  of,  159, 51T. 
Grinuell,  J.  B., 

credentials  of,  159,  515. 
Gunn,  J.  A., 

reports  of,  623,  6S2. 


Hamilton,  J.  B., 

inti<"lucod,  lOS;  credentials  of,  159,  .517. 
Harris,  W.  L., 
elected  bishop,  300;  consecration  of,  322  :  res- 
ignation of,  as  secretary,  817 ;   compliment- 
ary votes  to,  318,  3  4;  appointed  to  edit  the 
Journal  and  the  Discipline,  868,  869. 
Haven,  E.  O., 
elected   corresponding  secretary  of  Board  of 
Education,  378. 

Haven,  G., 

elected  bishop,  306;  consecration  of,  322. 
Holston  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  34:  lay  delesates  of. 
50;  action  of,  in  reTerencf  to  Methodist 
Advocate,  194;  boundaries  of,  420. 

Hoyt,  F.  S., 

election  of,  3.53. 

Hunter,  W., 

election  of.  357. 

Hymn  Book, 

special  commiitee  on,  185,  211,  374,  376. 


Illinois  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  34;  lay  delegates  of, 
50;  resolution  of,  on  boundaries,  114;  reso- 
lution   of,  on   case    of   C.   Atkinson,  161 ; 
boundaries  of,  421. 
India  Conference, 

ministerial  delegate,  .34 ;  resolutions  of,  asking 
for  Kiicli  i-hanges  as  would  enaMe  Church 
Extension  Society  to  assist  them,  161 ; 
boundaries  of.  421. 

Indiana  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  84;  lay  delegates  of, 
50 ;  boundaries  of,  421. 
Insurance, 

committee  on,  105. 
Iowa  Conference, 

ministerial  deleirates  of,  34;  lay  delegates  of, 
50;  boundaries  of,  421. 

Irish  Wesleyan  Conference, 

address  of  the.  107.  481;  rcplv  to,  .3?7,  490; 
delegate  from  the,  intrjdnced,  107;  creden- 
tials and  address  of,  480,  485. 


Italian  Mission, 

correspondence  in  regard  to,  248. 
Itinerancy, 
committee  nn.  66;  organization  of,  86;  chanwe 
in,  15:3,  16S,  1S9.  287,  317;  report  back  car- 
tain  papers,  154;  report  on  ratio  of  repre- 
sentati'in,  34?;  on  judicial  conference.s,  etc., 
404-406;  on  conference  journa  s,  447;  ou 
local  preachers,  448. 

Janes,  Bishop, 

resolution  of  sympathy  with,  182 ;  again  present 
In  Conference,  257 ;  presentation  by,  of  paper 
on  the  Minard  Home.  353;  closing  address 
o£451. 

John-street  Church, 

special  committee  on,  213,252;  report  0^394; 
trustees  oC  42S. 

Jones,  Bishop, 

communication  from,  246,  5-34. 
Journal  of  General  Conference, 

copy  of.  to  be  certified;  l)ix)k  agents  to  furnish 
bishops  and  delegates  with  a  copy  of  the,  441. 

Kansas  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  .34;  lay  delegates  ot, 
50;  boundaries  of,  416.  421 ;  "authorized  to 
divide.  428 ;  transfer  of,  from  the  Eleventh  to 
the  Tenth  District,  442. 

Kentucky  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  34;   lay  delegates  of, 
50 ;  boundaries  of;  421. 
Kilbreth,  J.  P., 

rejiort  of.  on  Cook  Concern,  101,  593. 
Kingsley,  Bishop, 
committee  on  monument  to,  80. 106;  report  of 
committee  on  monument  to,  2-30,  232;  contri- 
butions for  expense  of  monument  to.  230 ;  ad- 
dresses on,  of  Bishop  Simpson  and  M.  HilL 
259,  269. 

Kynett,  A.  J., 

election  of,  3:33. 

Ladies'  and  Pastors'  Christian  Union, 

report  of  Committee  on  Woman's  Work.  .391- 
393 ;  board  of  managers  of,  445,  446 ;  memo- 
rial o£  73S. 
Ladies'  Repository, 

election  of  editor  of.  .343.  .344.  .345.  346.  .347.  .349, 
3.50;  alleged  infoi-mality  in  vote  for.  356; 
committee  on,  Zfyi;  i-eport  on,  370.  371 ;  res- 
ignation of  1).  Wentworth  as  editor  of,  372; 
re-election  ot,  872. 
Lanahan,  J., 

report  of,  as  assistant  book  agent.  102.  629;  re- 
port of,  referred  to  Special  Committee  on  Book 
Concern.  1.50;  allowed  to  withdraw  his  name 
from  report  of  book  agents,  146. 
Lay  Delegates, 

certificates  of,  presented.  4S-53;  address  of.  55; 
may  vote  separately  from  ministers,  46;  vote 
on  admitting.  54;  demand  for  separate  vote 
on  election  of  bishops  not  granted,  291,  292; 
protest  respectmg.  299 ;  demand  for  .sepai-atc 
vote  on  election  of  editor  of  Christian  Advo- 
cate, .349. 

Lay  Delegation, 

report  of  bishops  on,  89 ;  concurrence  of 
General  Conference  in  change  of  second  re- 
strictive rule,  so  as  to  .idnit  of;  41-13 ;  vote 
on  the  "  plan  "  for,  44-48. 
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Lay  Electoral  Conference, 

seoivtories  of.  to  forward  cprtifioates  of  (lele<»atps 
eleotod  to  Geiieml  Conference  of  1S7C  to  the 
secretary  of  this  Conference,  403. 
Laymen, 
on  sense  of  the  term.  442;  eli^ble  to  office  as 
editors,  asrents,  and  members  of  Booli  Com- 
mittee, 120. 
Legal  Advisers, 

the  bishops  to  appoint,  124,  229. 
Leibhart,  H., 
election  of,  343. 
Lexington  Conference, 
ministerial  delecrate  of,  34;  lay  dele^te  of,  50 ; 
boundaries  of,  422. 
Liberia  Conference, 
ministerial  delea:ate  of,  84;  lay  delegate  of;  50; 
boundaries  of,  422. 
Lore,  D.  D., 
election  of,  356. 
Louisiana  Conference, 
Biinistei-ial  delegates  of,  34;  lay  delegates  of,  50 ; 
boundaries  of,  422. 


M'Claney,  J.  H., 

credentials  of,  159,  517. 
M'Kay,  J.  W., 

introduced  to  Conference,  107  ;  credentials  and 
address  of,  4S0,  485 ;  leave  taking  of.  352. 
Maine  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  35 ;  lay  delegates  of, 
50 ;  resolutions  of,  on  church  extension, 
163;  on  use  of  tobacco,  163;  on  Sunday- 
school  books  and  papers,  163;  on  presiding 
eldership,  163;  on  family  worship,  194;  on 
amusements,  194  ;  boundaries,  422. 
Manual  of  General  Conference 

ordered,  88. 
Memorials,  Petitions,  etc.,  Referred, 

from  Board  of  Tnistees  of  Metropolitan 
Church  in  Washington  City,  to  Committee 
on  Metropolitan  Church,  89. 

from  First  Church  in  Oswego,  on  boundaries, 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  90. 

of  J.  Shannon,  on  election  of  presiding  eld- 
ers, to  Committee  on  Itinerancy.  90. 

from  East  Liberty  Circuit,  and  "W.  Rector,  re- 
lating to  boundaries  between  CiJicinnati  and 
Central  Ohio  Conferences,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  90. 

from  Thomas  Harwood,  Colorado,  on  bound- 
aries, to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  90. 

of  J.  S.  Smart,  on  election  of  presiding  elders, 
to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  90. 

from  convention  of  colored  people  of  Georgia, 
asking  separate  conferences,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  90. 

from  Mount  Pleasant  District  Association,  on 
boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  91. 

from  German  Churches  in  Louisiana  Confer- 
ence, on  German  conferences,  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries.  91. 

from  North  Indiana  Conference,  on  bounda- 
ries, to  Committee  on  Boundaries.  91. 

vof  J.  C.  Ayres,  on  Church-membership,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals,  91. 

of  B.  H.  Robinson,  on  separate  organization,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries.  91. 

of  B.  Brown,  on  colored  bishops,  to  Committee 
on  Episcopacy.  91. 

of  Alatjama  Conference,  on  colored  conferences, 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  109. 


{ifnnoriah,  Petitions,  etc.,  referred,  cont'd!) 
oftquarterly  conferences  of  Black  River  Confer- 
ence,  and  I.  8.  Bingham,  on  boundaries,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaiies,  109. 
of   L.  D.  White,  on  books,  to  Committee  on 

Book  Concern,  109. 
on  direct  r^^presentation  of  the  Pacific  Coa«t  In 
general  Clint  ch  Interests,  to  Committee  on 
Revisals.  109. 
from  Swedish  District,  on   Swedish  paper  In 
Chicago;    from  A.  J.  Anderson,  on    books 
in  the  Swedish  language;  from  S.  B.New- 
man, on  Scandinavian  school;  to  Commit- 
tee on  Scandin.avian  Work,  110. 
from    Monmouth  and    M.acomb  districts,   on 
Episcopacy,  to   Committee  on  Episcopacy, 
110. 

of  Central  Illinois  Conference,  on  unordiiined 
preachei's  solemnizing  matrimony,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  110. 

from  J.  D.  Chamberiain,  on  boundaries,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries.  111. 

of  Prof.  Williams,  on  minutes  of  annual  con- 
ferences, to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  111. 

of  W.  L.  Harris,  on  manner  of  reporting  be- 
nevolent collections,  to  Committee  on  that 
subiect.  111. 

of  W.  Ramsey,  on  election  of  presiding  elders, 
to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  111. 

from  T.  Mitchell,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries,  111. 

of  M.  Dustin,  on  foreign  missions  and  inde- 
pendent Churches,  to  Committee  on  Missions, 
111. 

on  book  depository  and  weekly  paper  in  Colo- 
rado, to  Committee  on  Book  Concern, 
111. 

of  John  Levington  and  C.  M.  Philo,  Detroit, 
on  secret  societies,  to  Committee  on  State 
of  the  Church,  112. 

of  A.  Hard  and  J.  D.  Requa.  on  Secret  So- 
cieties, to  Committee  on  State  of  the  Church, 
112. 

of  P.  Burroughs,  W.  Slavens,  J.  Stewart, 
quarterly  conference  of  Ma\'^'ille,  Westfield, 
Ripley,  Dunkirk,  Cherry"  Creek,  North 
Hamionv,  Sinclairville,  Forrestsnlle,  Irving 
Perrysbursh,  Ellington.  Cortland.  D,ayton, 
Hanilet,  Clymer,  Leon.  Silver  Creek  Station 
ministers'  and  la^Tnen's  convention  of  Fre- 
donia  district,  and  R.  N.  Parsons,  Erie  Con 
ference,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  112. 

of  C.  Miller,  on  revision  of  Discipline,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  113. 

of  quarterly  conferences  of  Newcastle  District, 
and  of  J.  Wilson,  on  boundaries,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Boundaries,  113. 

from  Mount  Jackson  Circuit,  on  unordained 
preachers  solemnizing  matrimony,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  113. 

from  R.  L.  Waite,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries,  113. 

of  L.  S.  Jacobv.  on  education,  to  Committee  on 
Education,  113. 

of  S.  Shinn,  on  support  of  ministers,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy,  114. 

from  India  Conference,  on  district  conferences, 
to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  114. 

from  India  Conference,  on  division  of  foreign 
and  domestic  missions,  and  statistics,  to 
Committee  on  Missions,  114. 

from  Wm.  Taylor,  of  Bombay,  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries,  114. 

from  Henrv-street  Qu.arto'.ily  Conference, 
Mount  Pleas,ant,  low.a,  on  "episcopal  dis- 
tricts, to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  114. 

of  Henry-street  Quarteriy  Conference,  Mount 
Pleasant.  Iowa,  on  price  of  books,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Book  Joncern,  114. 
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{Memorials.  Petitions,  etc..  referred,  cont'd.)  I 

from  W.  K.  Mirshiill,  on  org^anization  of  Ar- 
kansas and  Indian  Territory  into  separate 
conferences,  and  for  an  enabling  act,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries.  115. 

from  W.  K.  Marshall,  ou  Baker  University,  tc 
Committee  on  Educaliou,  115. 

from  \V.  K.  Marshall  on  district  conferences, 
to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  115. 

of  J.  C.  IlartzelL  on  separate  colored  confer- 
ences, to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  115. 

of  .T.  C.  Hartzell,  on  appendix  to  Discipline,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals.  115. 

of  E.  Williams,  on  colored  bishop,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Episcopacy,  115. 

of  J.  M.  Reid,  on  professors  and  quarterly  con- 
ferences, to  Committee  on  Revisals,  115. 

of  W.  H.  Perrine,  on  lay  delegation,  and  plan 
of  General  Conference  "organization,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  115. 

of  J.  Brooks,  on  episcopacy,  to  Committee  on 
Episcopacy,  116. 

of  Wm.  TunstalL  Mississippi,  on  colored  con- 
ferences, to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  116. 

of  Linnens  Sunday-school,  on  weekly  Sunday- 
school  paper,  to  Committee  on"  Sunday- 
Schools  and  Tracts,  116. 

from  New  England  Education  Society,  on 
Board  of  Education  of  M.  E.  Church,  to 
Committee  on  Education,  116. 

of  H.  Gavlord,  on  masonry,  to  Committee  on 
State  o'fthe  Church,  116. 

of  convention  of  ministers  and  I.iymen,  on  divis- 
ion of  city  of  New  York,  to  "Committee  on 
Boundaries,  117. 

of  M.  L.  Scndder,  on  receiving  members,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals,  117. 

of  C.  L.  Kelsev,  on  dancing,  to  Committee  on 
State  oftheiChurch,  117. 

of  E.  G.  Andrews,  on  missionary  magazine,  to 
Committee  on  Missions,  117. 

of  N.  S.  Bane,  on  neglect  of  means  of  grace,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals.  117. 

from  Mary  V.  Thomas,  on  oi-dination  of  women, 
to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  117. 

of  .T.  V.  R.  Miller,  on  loss  of  salary,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Book  Concern,  117. 

of  C.  A.  Loeber,  on  German  Sund.ay-8chool  de- 
partment to  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools 
and  Tracts,  IIS. 

from  North-west  German  Conference,  on 
boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  US. 

of  quarterly  conference  of  Michigan-street, 
South  Bend,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries.  118. 

of  J.  F.  Devore,  on  Pacific  Christian  Advocate 
and  book  depository,  to  Committee  on  Book 
Concern,  IIS. 

from  Millersbui-gh  Station,  on  bound.iries,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  119. 

of  T.  Hilliard  and  E.  Cook,  on  boundaries,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  119. 

of  I.  W.  Wiley,  on  Freedmen's  Aid  Society,  to 
Committee  on  Freedmen,  119. 

of  L.  H.  Bugbee,  on  educational  union,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Education,  119. 

of  W.  MTntosh  and  P.  Smith,  on  distinction  on 
account  of  color,  to  Committee  on  Episco- 
pacy, 120. 

of  E.  M.  Pinckney  and  S.  Arthur,  on  separate 
conferences,  to  "Committee  on  State  of  the 
Church,  120. 

fit>m  Belleriew  Circuit,  on  boundaries,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries.  120. 

of  E.  Callahan,  on  eligibility  of  lavmen  to  book 
agencies  and  editorship,  to  CJommittee  on 
Book  Concern,  120. 

of  J.  B.  Logan.  J.  M.  Livesey,  and  Joseph  Bar- 
ber, on  secret  societies,  to  Committee  ^n 
State  of  the  Church,  120. 


{MemoriaU.  Petitions,  etc.,  referred,  cont'd.) 

of  preachers  of  St.  Joseph  District  and  Bur- 
lington District  on  boundaries,  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries,  121. 

of  preachers  of  Quincy,  St  Joseph,  St.  Louis, 
Burlington,  and  Befleville  Districts,  on  mis- 
sionary appropriations,  to  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions, 121. 

of  trustees  of  Central  Tennessee  College,  on 
Freedmen's  Aid  Society,  to  Committee  on 
Freedmen.  121. 

of  W.  G.  Power,  E.  Miller,  and  preachers' 
meeting  of  Davenport;  W.  F.  King,  T.  Cole. 
C.  H.  Hull,  8.  J.  Kerr,  A.  J.  Morehead,  T.  C. 
Golden,  quarterly  conference  of  Iowa  City 
Circuit,  Iowa  District  Conference;  A.  B. 
Kendig,  M.  A.  Goodell,  A,  J.  Wakefleld, 
quarterly  conference  of  Iowa  Falls ;  and  J. 
W.  Brown,  against  change  of  boundary,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  122. 

from  Anamosa  District  Convention,  Maquoketa 
Circuit,  Maquoketa  Quarteriy  Conference, 
and  La  Motte  Quarterly  Conference,  on 
boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
122. 

of  J.  Bowman,  on  election  of  presiding  elders., 
to  Committee  on  Revisals,  12:}. 

of  Wyoming  Conference,  on  sue  months'  proba- 
tion, to  Committee  on  Revisals,  12-3. 

of  South-west  German  Conference,  on  work  in 
foreign  lands,  to  Committee  on  Missions, 
154. 

of  T.  Harwood,  to  Committee  on  Missions,  154. 

of  E.  Williams,  on  colored  bishops,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Episcopacy,  154. 

of  J.  Bowman  and  others,  on  election  of  pre- 
siding elders,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
154. 

of  H.  Slicer,  on  Baltimore  Book  Depository,  to 
Committee  on  Book  Concern,  155. 

of  W.  L.  Chambers,  on  secret  societies,  to  Com- 
mittee on  State  of  the  Church,  156. 

from  quarterly  conference  of  Oswego  District, 
East  Oswego  Station,  Central  New  York 
Conference,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  156. 

of  L.  Herbert  and  H.  Maltbie,  on  law  questions 
and  Church  trials,  to  Committee  on  Appeals, 
157. 

of  Marion  Quarterly  Conference,  on  boundaries, 
to  Committee  on"  Boundaries,  157. 

of  D.  Cable,  on  locition  of  church  site,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals.  157. 

from  Carding,  on  restoration  to  Central  Ohio 
Conference,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
157. 

from  Fort  Dodge  District,  Sioux  City  District, 
M.  C.  Marr,  C,  H.  Knox,  and  B.  Mitehell, 
on  boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
15S. 

from  First  Church,  Council  Bluffs,  and  Couucil 
Bluffs  District,  on  book  depository,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Book  Concern,  158. 

from  Joseph  Knotts,  on  changes  in  Disciplme, 
to  Committee  on  Revisals,  15S. 

fi-om  Hannibal  Lee.  on  secret  societies,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Stote  of  the  Church,  160. 

of  J.  Dennis,  and  Lima,  East  Genesee  Confer- 
ence, on  conlei-ence  relations,  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries,  160. 

of  J.  Bain.  H.  Kingsley,  J.  E.  Brown.  E.  B. 
Linn,  on  secret  oath-bound  societies,  to  Com- 
mittee on  State  of  the  Church,  160,  161, 

of  J,  Robinson,  on  irrelevant  questions  in  the 
ritual  for  baptism,  to  Committee  ou  Re- 
visals, 161. 

from  M.  E.  Churches  in  Buflhlo,  on  episcopal 
residence,  to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  161. 

from  Olean  District  Ministerial  Association,  on 
boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  161. 
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from  Genesee  Conference  Journal,  on  insurance, 
to  Committee  on  Insurance,  161. 

from  Genesee  Conference  Journal,  on  episco- 
pacy, to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  161. 

from  Genesee  Conference  Journal,  on  daily  pa- 
per, to  Committee  on  Book  Concern.  16i. 

from  Genesee  Conference  Journal,  on  bounda- 
ries, to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  161. 

of  official  members  of  Indianapolis  Churches,  on 
boundaries  of  Indiana  Conference,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  162. 

of  Kansas  Conference  Delegation,  on  change  of 
constitution  of  Church  Extension  Society,  to 
Committee  on  Church  E.xtension,  162. 

of  C.  A.  Pitman,  on  mission  work  in  Africa,  to 
Committee  on  Missions,  162. 

of  Southern  Methodist  Convention  at  Athens, 
Tenn.,  on  wants  of  M.  E.  Church  in  Southern 
States,  to  Committee  on  State  of  the  Church, 
162. 

of  Southern  Methodist  Convention  at  Athens, 
Tenn.,  on  episcopacy,  to  Committee  on  Epis- 
copacy, 162. 

of  J.  H!  Hopkins,  on  plan  for  district  confer- 
ences, to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  163. 

of  J.  F.  Adams,  on  revision  of  Discipline  con- 
cerning- preachers"  salaries,  to  Committee  on 
Eevisals,  163. 

of  quarterly  conferences  of  Thirty-seventh-st., 
Beekmaii  Hill,  etc.,  on  Conference  boundary 
line  in  Xew  York  city,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  164. 

of  Grace  Church,  Indianapolis,  on  boundaries, 
to  Committee  on  Bound.iries.  164. 

from  First  Charge,  South  Bend,  on  boundaries, 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  164. 

from  Electoral  Conference  of  North-west  Indi- 
ana Conference,  on  change  In  the  general 
itinerant  superintendency,  to  Committee  on 
Episcopacy,  164. 

of  T.  H.  Phillips,  on  relation  of  presiding  elders 
to  bishops'  work  in  appointing  pastors,  to 
Committee  on  Eevisals,  165. 

of  J.  F.  Devore  and  C.  C.  Stratton,  on  bounda- 
ries, to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  165. 

from  Eleventh-street  Quarterly  Conference,  on 
Church  linances,  to  Committee  on  State  of  the 
Church,  165. 

from  T.  T.  Mason,  on  improvement  in  our 
tracts,  to  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and 
Tracts.  165. 

from  J.  W.  Baker,  on  auditing  accounts  of  pre- 
siding elders  and  preachers,  to  Committee  on 
Ee^^sals,  165. 

of  S.  H.  Nesbit,  on  eligibility  of  local  preachers 
to  membership  in  the  lay  electoral  confer- 
ence, to  Committee  on  State  of  the  Chui-ch, 
165. 

on  boimdaries,  against  changing  bound.aries  of 
Pittsburgh  Conference,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  165. 

of  J.  T.  Boyle,  in  relation  to  buying  and  selling 
liquors,  to  Committee  on  Ee%-isals,  165,  16G. 

of  the  quarterly  conference  of  Power-street 
Church,  Pro\'i"dence,  relative  to  the  mode  of 
electing  stewards  and  trustees,  to  Committee 
on  Ee\isals,  166. 

of  leaders'  and  stewards'  meeting  of  Providence, 
on  change  of  boundaries,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  166. 

of  M.  Enyart,  on  change  of  boundaries,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries.  166;  on  secret  socie- 
ties, to  Committee  on  State  of  the  Church,  166. 

from  Gr.ace  Avenue  Church  Simday-school, 
Kansas  City,  on  weekly  Sund.ay-school  paper, 
to  Committee  on  Sundav-Schools  and  Tracts, 
166. 

of  E.  W.  JacJ<son,  on  temperance,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Temperance,  167. 


{Memorials,  Petitions,  etc.,  referred,  corii'd.) 

from  V.  H.  Buckley,  B.  L.  Eobei-ta,  J.  E.  Wil- 
son, Jun.,  J.  M'Leod,  B.  James,  against  sepa- 
rate C'.)nferences  or  sittings  on  account  of 
race  or  color,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
167. 

of  H.  J.  Fox,  against  making  distinctions  on 
account  of  race  or  color,  to  Committee  on 
Bound.aries,  167. 

from  Grace  Church,  Indianapolis,  on  bounda- 
ries, to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  167. 

jf  J.P.  Miller,  Sen.,  on  m.iking  presiding  elder- 
,ship  elective,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  167. 

of  B.  Brown,  on  definition  of  duties  of  stewards 
and  trustees,  to  Committee  on  Eevisals.  168. 

of  W.  C.  Sherwood,  for  change  in  General  Eules, 
to  Committee  on  Ee\'isals,  163;  on  school  in 
Norway,  to  Committee  on  Missions,  168;  in 
relation  to  lady  editor  of  Ladies"  Eepository, 
to  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  163. 

of  D.  W.  C.  Olmstead,  on  change  in  Discipline 
on  separate  vote  of  ministers  and  laj-men,  to 
Committee  on  Eevisals,  168. 

of  Wyoming  Conference,  on  ch.ange  in  Disci- 
pline in  relation  to  solemnizing  matrimony,  to 
Committee  on  Eevisals,  163;  on  week  of 
praver,  to  Committee  on  State  of  the  Church, 

no: 

from  J.  A.  Burris,  on  boundaries,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Boundaries,  190. 

from  pastor  of  M.  E.  Church  at  Warren,  111 , 
on  Freemasonry,  to  Committee  on  State  of 
Church,  190. 

from  M.  S.  Hand,  nn  boundaries,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Boundaries,  190. 

from  G.  M.  Pierce.  Utah,  on  Eocky  Mountain 
Conference,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
191. 

from  H.  L.  Kelsey,  on  boundaries,  to  Commit-  . 
tee  on  Boundaries,  191. 

from  quarterly  conference  of  Union  Chapel, 
Cincinnati,  (in  separate  conference,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  191. 

from  M.  Dustin  and  Wm.  Simmons,  on  bish- 
ops, to  Committee  on  Episcopacv,  191. 

from  B.  F.  W.  Crozier.  W.  M  Wallace,  E.  Ab- 
bott, C.  Damon,  and  E.  S.  Northrop,  on 
boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
192. 

from  U.  P.  GoUiday.  on  ordination  papers,  to 
Committee  on  Eevis.als.  192. 

from  W.  S.  Hooker,  B.  Shinn,  W.  W.  Welch, 
pastors  of  Wesley  and  Burns  Chapels.  Des 
Moines  City,  on  "boundaries,  to  Comniitlee 
on  Boundaries,  192. 

from  W.  T.  Smith,  on  boundaries,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  193. 

from  Wm.  Butler,  on  dress,  and  from  Geneva 
District  Association,  on  Apostles'  Creed,  to 
Committee  on  Ee^^s.•lls,  193. 

ag.ainst  separate  conferences,  to  Committue 
on  Boundaries,  193. 

of  D.  P.  Jones,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries,  194. 

of  A.  Graw  and  others,  against  masonry,  to 
Committee  on  State  of  the  Church.  194. 

of  Albion  District  Association,  Michigan  Con- 
ference, on  district  conferences,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy.  194. 

from  O.  E.  Burch,  on'masonry,  to  Committee 
on  State  of  the  Church,  194. 

of  Knoxville  Ministerial  Association  of  Hol- 
8ton  Conference,  on  university  in  the  South, 
to  Committee  on  Education,  194. 

from  J.  Nicols,  on  book  depository  in  St 
Paul,  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern, 
195. 

from  presiding  elders  of  New  England  Con- 
ference, on  presiding  eldership,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Eevis,als,  195. 
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from  New  England  Conferences,  on  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  to  Committee 
on  Missions,  195. 

from  New  England  Educational  Convention, 
on  Boston  Wesleyan  Association,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Education,  195. 

from  New  Hampsliire  Conference,  on  bounda- 
ries, to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  195. 

from  O.  W.  Scott,  on  Sabhath  observance,  to 
Committee  on  State  of  the  Church,  195. 

from  New  Hampshire  Conference,  on  new 
magazine,  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern, 
195. 

from  W.  C.  Nichols,  Cardington  Charge,  on 
boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
196. 

from  Edwin  Booth,  Z.  B.  Baker,  S.  Waddell, 
J.  Drolesbaugh,  M.  D.  CUiLson,  and  John 
Picking,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries.  196. 

from  .M.  H.  Walking,  on  Book  Depository  at 
Portland,  Oregon,  196. 

of  A.  Howard,  and  J.  E.  Lawnoy,  on  separate 
conferences  for  colored  people^  to  Commit- 
tee on  Boundaries,  197. 

of  J.  Lane,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  197. 

of  .T.  P.  Logan,  on  masonry,  to  Committee  on 
State  of  the  Church,  197. 

of  W.  Stoker,  on  change  of  name  of  confer- 
enc«,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  197, 
198. 

of  J.  Bowman,  on  change  of  Discipline,  to 
Committee  on  PLCvisals,  19S. 

of  A.  Martin,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  198. 

of  H.  Binger,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  19S. 

of  Mary  F.  Thomas,  on  ordination  of  women 
to  the  ministry,  to  Special  Committee  on 
Woman's  Work  in  the  Church,  209. 

of  T.  Lewis,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  212. 

of  N.  Smith,  A.  E.  Corse,  L.  B.  Wells,  H. 
Dryer,  and  B.  Brewster,  on  boundaries,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  212. 

of  H.  S.  Holmes,  on  boundaries,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Boundaries,  212. 

of  B.  Mitchell,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries,  212. 

of  J.  T.  Layton,  on  change  of  boundary  line, 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  213. 

of  N.  Y.  East  Conference,  on  seamen's  cause, 
to  Special  Committee  on  Seamen's  Cause, 
213. 

of  quarterly  conference  of  Second-street 
Church,  on  one  conference  for  city  of  New 
York,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  213. 

of  John-street  M.  E.  Church,  N.  Y.,  in  respect 
to  endowment,  to  Special  Committee  on 
John-street  Church,  213. 

ofW.  M'AUister,  on  support  of  superannuated 
preachers,  to  Committee  on  Revisals,  213. 

of  N.  Y.  East  Conference,  on  ordination  of 
preachers  on  trial,  to  Committee  on  Itin- 
erancy, 214. 

of  N.  Y.  East  Conference,  on  using  tobacco,  to 
Committee  on  Temperance,  214. 

of  Geo.  T.  Mitchell,  on  boundaries,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  2!4. 

of  J.  Hunter,  on  secret  societies,  to  Commit- 
tee on  State  of  the  Church,  214. 

of  A.  Middleton,  T.  Phillips,  K.  Preston,  F.  W. 
Johnson,  cm  distinction  ot  race  or  color,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  214. 

of  G.  F.  Comfort,  on  post-collegiate  univer- 
sity, to  Committee  on  Education,  215. 

of  B.  Hawley,  on  "immersion,"  to  Commit- 
tee on  KevJsals,  215. 


{Memorials,  Petitions,  etc ,  referred,  cont'd.) 

of  8.  Steele,  on  Insurance,  to  Committee  on 
Insurance,  215. 

of  A.  C.  Ilarman,  on  boundaries,  to  Commit- 
mittoe  on  Boundaries,  21,5. 

of  S.  Steele,  on  support  of  ministry,  to  special 
Committee  of  Ave,  215. 

of  A.  Haagensen,  on  Danish  hymn-bwik,  to 
Committee  on  Scandinavian  Work,  215. 

of  J.  F.  Wilbur,  on  Church  records,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Book  Concern,  216. 

of  National  Local  Preachers'  Association,  to 
Committee  on  State  of  the  Church,  228. 

of  Providence  Conference,  on  new  hymn- 
Book,  to  Committee  on  New  Hymn  Book, 
228. 

of  Hancock  Circuit,  Baltimore  Conference,  on 
boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
232. 

of  S.  W.  Williams,  Cincinnati  Conference,  on 
college  statistics,  to  Committee  on  lievisals, 
233. 

of  .lames  Snyder,  Smithland,  Des  Moines  Con- 
ference, on  boundaries,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  233. 

of  G.  Eenwick,  on  secret  societies,  to  Commit- 
U'e  on  State  of  the  Church,  233. 

from  Mason,  Michigan,  on  stewards  and  trust- 
ees, to  Committee  on  Eevisals,  283. 

of  Nebraska  Conference,  on  bishop  to  reside 
in  Missouri  Valley,  to  Committee  on  Epis- 
copacy, 233. 

of  American  Peace  Society,  J.  B.  Mile.s,  Cor. 
Sec,  to  Committee  on  State  of  the  Church, 

of  Woman's  Foreign    Missionary  Society,  to 

Commitl-ee  on  Missions,  234. 
of  John  Gaylord,  Gaylordsville,  on  boundaries, 

to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  234. 
of  County-street  Clmrch,   New  Bedford,   on 

amendment  of  ritual,  to  Committee  on  Ee- 
visals, 2:i4. 
of  Wyoming  Conference,  on  temperance,  to 

Committee  on  Temperance,  2M. 
on  trial  of  local  preachers,  to  Committee  on 

Eevisals,  235. 
of  W.  H.  Allen,  for  change  in  Discipline,  to 

Committee  on  Eevisals,  272. 
of  W.  F.  Comfort,  for  change  in  management 

of  Book  Concern,  to  Committee  on  Book 

Concern,  274. 
of  Onargo  Ministerial  Association,  for  a  cheap 

family  paper,  to  Committee  on  Book   Con- 
cern, 275. 
of  E.  Arnold,  in  reference  to  Indian  mission 

work,  to  Committee  on  Missions,  275. 
of  C.  W.  Bennett,  etc.,  on  church  ai-chitecture, 

to  Committee  on  Ciiurch  E.^ctension,  275. 
of  Nebraska   Conference,   on   districting  the 

episcopacy,  etc.,  to   Committee  on  Episco- 

l)acy,  275. 
of  National  Temperance  Society,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Temperance,  276. 
of  S.  J.  Goodenough,  in  answer  to  J.  Lanahan, 

to  Special  Committee  on  Book  Concern,  27  6. 
of  S.  L.  Smith,  etc.,   on  secret  societies,   to 

Committee  on  State  of  the  Church,  -'76. 
of  J.  E.  Erwin,  etc.,  on  boundaries  in  Indiana, 

to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  277. 
of  C.  Smith,  etc.,  on  masonry,  to  Committee 

on  State  of  the  Church.  277. 
from  Wellington,  O.,  on  quarterly  conferences, 

etc.,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  277. 
of  Ladies'  and  Pastors'  Christian  Union,   to 

Committee    on    Women's    Work    in    the 

Church,  277. 
of  Fawcett  Craig,  etc.,  on  secret  societies,  to 

Committee  on  State  of  the  Church,  277. 
of  J.  H.  Young,  on  insurance,  to  Committee 

on  Insurance,  278. 
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of  E.  A.  Hill,  for  restoration  to  membership, 
to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  2T8. 

of  G.  W.  Case,  etc.,  on  district  conferences,  to 
Committee  on  Itinerancy,  278. 

of  Wheeling  Preachers'  Meeting,  on  change  of 
Discipline,  to  Committee  on  Revisals,  2T8. 

of  E.  H.  Buener,  on  boundaries,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Boundaries,  278. 

of  J.  P.  Bennet,  etc.,  on  secret  societies,  to 
Committee  on  State  of  the  Church,  30S. 

of  N.  L.  Button,  etc.,  on  conference  relation, 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  308. 

of  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Great  Bend, 
to  Committee  on  Book  Ooncern,  308. 

of  W.  Z.  Robinson,  etc.,  concornins  the  epis- 
copacy, to  committee  on  episcopacy,  309. 

of  W.  Z.  Robinson,  etc.,  for  new  hymn-book, 
to  Special  Committee  on  that  sub'iect,  309. 

E.  S.  Stubbs,  on  Boo6  Concern,  to  Committee 
on  Book  Concern,  310. 

G.  Herrick,  etc.,  on  change  of  boundaries,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  310. 

from  quarterly  conference  of  Second  Avenue, 
etc.,  concerning-  boundaries,  to  Committee 
on  boundaries,  310. 

Chenango  Valley  Preachers'  Association,  on 
temperance,  to  Committee  on  Revisals,  310. 

of  New  York  City  Church  Extension  and 
Missionary  Society,  on  boundaries,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  313. 

of  citizens  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  for  book  depos- 
itory, to  Committee  on  Book  Concern,  315. 

of  T.  Lanson,  etc.,  on  secret  societies,  to  Com- 
mittee on  State  of  the  Church,  326. 

from  Brownville,  on  weekly  Sunday-School 
Advocate,  to  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools 
and  Tracts,  828. 

of  J.  Jackson,  etc.,  on  election  of  presiding 
elders,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  328. 

Methodist  Advocate, 

recotrnition  of,  855;  election  of  editor  of,  856, 
357,  358. 

Methodist  Church, 

delegates  of,  introduced  to  conference,  108; 
credentials  and  addresses  of,  517,  518. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 

on  fraternization  with,  403,  440. 

Methodist  Protestant  Church, 

delegate  from  the,  introduced,  246;  his  ad- 
dress, 531. 

Metropolitan  Church, 

memorial  from  board  of  trustees  of,  89;  com- 
mittee on  the,  105;  report  of,  386. 
Michigan  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  35;  lay  delegates  of, 
50 ;  boundaries  of,  422. 

Miller,  J.  V.  R., 

report  of  Committee   on  Book  Concern  on 

memorial  of,  2S9. 
Minard  Home, 
paper  on  the,  358;  Eddy.  T.  M.,  to  prepare 

resolution   respecting,   354;    acceptance  of 

the  trust,  374. 

Ministerial  Support, 

speci.il   committee  on,   215,  252;    report  of 
committee  on,  390 ;  estimating  committee  on, 
to  be  appointed  by  quarterly  conference,  434. 
Minnesota  Conference, 

ministerial  de  egates  of,  85;  lay  delegates  of, 
35;  boundaries  of,  422;  authorised  to  di- 
vide, 423. 


Missions,  Committee  on, 

appointment  of,  71,  86;  changes  in,  152,  246, 
820.326;  ri'ports  of  committee,— No.   I,  on 
reorganization  of  General  Missionary  Com- 
mittee, 209,  247;  No.  II,  on  continued  re- 
lation tit  foreign  missions,  288:  No.  IV,  on 
continued  relation  of  home  missions,  288, 
289;  No.  V,  on  Woman's  Foreign  Mission- 
ary Society.  -294;  No.  VI,  on  corresponding 
secretaries,  325.826;  No.  VII,  on  remission 
of  money  to  tre;vsurer.  447 ;  No.  X,  on  alter- 
ation ofthe  third  article  of  the  constitution, 
MS,  344;  No.  XIII,  on  administration  and 
claims  of  our  fireign  missions,  448;  mission 
districts,  248,  400. 
Missionary  Committee,  General, 
quadrennial  report  of,  692;  appointment   of, 
414. 
Missionary  Society  of  M.B.Church, 
to  be  notified  of  changes  made  in  its  constitu- 
tion, 280;  constitution,  proposed  change  in, 
343 ;  election  of  corresponding  secretaries  ot, 
325,  327,  382 ;  J.  P  Durbin  to  be  honorary 
secretary  of.  836,  337;  board  of  managers  of, 
344,  381  ;  on  collections  for,  447. 
Mississippi  Conference, 
ministerial   delegates  of,  35;  lay  delegates  of, 
51 ;  boundaries  of,  422. 
Missouri  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of,  35;  lay  delegates  of, 
51 ;  action  of  conference  on  episcopacy,  163 ; 
b'^undaries  of,  422;  ciwditionally  authorized 
to  form  a  colored  conference,  428. 
Monthly  Magazine, 

new  one  proposed,  380. 
Morris,  Bishop, 

placed  on  the  non-effective  list,  487. 
Murray,  J.  J., 
introduced  to  Conference,  246;  credentials  and 
address  of,  531. 

Nast,  Wm., 

election  of,  845. 
National  Local  Preachers'  Associ'n, 

memorial  of,  228,  710. 
Nebraska  Conference, 
muiisterial  delegates  of,  35;   lay  delegates  of, 
51 ;  memorial  ot,  on  residence  of  a  bishop,  233 ; 
boundaries  of,  422. 
Nesbit,  S.  H., 

authorized  to  draw  salar>-,  407. 
Nevada  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of,  35;  lay  delegates  of,  51 ; 
boundaries  of,  422. 
Newark  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of,  35;   lay  delegates  ot, 
51 ;  boundaries  of,  422. 
New  England  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of,  35;   by  delegates  of, 
51 ;  itsolution  of,  on  ti-act  cause,  275;  bound- 
aries of,  422. 
New  Hampshire  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  o^  85;   lay  delegates  of, 
51;  action  of,  on  revision. of  Discipline  re- 
specting preachers'  salaries,  168;   memorial 
of  on  boundaries,  195;   memorial  of,  on   a 
new  magazine,  195;  boundaries  of,  423. 
New  Jersey  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of,  35;  lay  delegates  of, 
51 ;  boundaries  of,  423. 
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New  Orleans, 

memorial  of  preachers' meetinsr  f^r,  355;  com- 
uiittet-  on  memorial  from,    S6l  ;    report  of 
committee  on  memorial  from,  373. 
New  York  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  36;  lay  delegates  of, 
51 ;  resolutions  of,  on  Sunday  "mails,  1G3;  ex- 
tract from  journal  of,  on  licensing  women  as 
local  preachers,  234;  boundaries  of;  416,  423. 
New  York  East  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  36;  lay  delegates  of, 
51 ;  action  of.  on  separate  organization  of 
foreign  and  domestic  work  of  the  Missionary 
Society,  116;  memorial  o£  on  seamen's 
cause, "213;  boundaries  of,  423. 

North  Carolina  Conference, 

ministerial  delegate  ot,  36 ;  lay  delegate  of,  51 ; 
boundaries  o^  423. 

Northern  Christian  Advocate, 

election  of  editor  of,  356. 
Northern  New  York  Conference, 

action  respecting,  369;  commissioners  for,  3S4; 
change  of  name  of,  3S5 ;  boundaries  of,  423. 

North  Indiana  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  36 ;  lay  delegates  of,  51 ; 
resolution  of,  on  boundaries,"  117 ;  resolutions 
oi;  on  temperance,  117;  boundaries  of,  423. 
North  Ohio  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of,  36 ;  lay  delegates  oi;  51 ; 
boundaries  of  423. 
North-western  Christian  Advocate, 

election  of  editor  oU  352,  354. 
North-west  German  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of  36 ;  lay  delegates  of,  51 ; 
memorials  of,  on  dirision  of  conference  and  on 
election  of  bishops,  US ;  boundaries  of,  424. 
North-west  Iowa  Conference, 
boundaries  of;  424. 


Ohio  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  86;   lay  delegates  of, 
52 ;  action  of,  in  relation  to  book  interests,  and 
in  relation  to  indebtedness  of  H.  Z.  Koss,  91 ; 
boundaries  ot  424. 
Oregon  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  36;  lay  delegates  ot, 
52 ;  resolution  of  requesting  the  appointment 
of  a  member  of  Mission  Committee  from  the 
Pacific  coast,  118 ;  resolutions  of,  on  division 
of  the  conference,  118;  resolutions  of,  on 
the  use  of  tobacco,  118;  extract  from  journal 
of,  on  a  book  depository  at  Portland,  118; 
boundaries  of,  424;  authorized  to  divide,  427. 


Pacific  Christian  Advocate, 

election  of  editor  of,  856. 

Paddock,  Z., 

resolution  to  pay  claim  of,  400. 

Papers,  Reports,  etc..  Referred. 

of  bishops,  on  boundaries  of  conferences,  to 
Committee  on  Itoundaries.  89. 

from  F.  W.  Evans,  on  boundaries,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Boundaries,  114. 

report  of  commissioners  on  connectional  build- 
ings in  New  York,  to  Committees  on  Book 
Concern  and  Missions,  124. 

report  of  committee  on  changing  charter  of 
Missionary  Society,  to  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions, 124. 


{Papers,  Reports,  etc.,  referred,  cont'd.) 

address  trova  Germany  and  Switzerl.ind  Con- 
ference, to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  131. 

quadrennial  report  of  agents  of  Western  Book 
Concern,  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern, 
139. 

of  A.  Brunson,  on  new  articles  of  religion,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals,  14:3. 

of  A.  Brunson,  on  changing  time  of  session 
of  General  Conference,  to  Committee  on 
Itinerancy,  143. 

papers  on  irregularities  and  frauds  in  Book 
Concern,  and  those  relating  to  publishing  in- 
terests of  the  Church,  to  Committee  on  Book 
Concern,  150. 

quadrennial  report  of  General  Missionary  Com- 
mittee, to  Committee  on  Missions,  170. 

report  of  corresponding  secretary  of  Sunday- 
School  Union,  to  Committee  on  Sunday- 
Schools  and  Tracts,  178. 

quadrennial  report  of  Board  of  Education,  to 
Committee  on  Education,  178. 

quadrennial  report  of  trustees  of  Chartered 
Fund,  to  special  committee  of  three.  182. 

extract  from  Black  Eiver  Conference  Journal, 
on  Bible  So(netv,  to  Special  Committee  on 
American  Bible'Societv,  190. 

action  of  Black  River  Conference 
ance,  to  Committee  on  Temperance,  190.' 

relating  to  appeal  of  W.  M.  Smith,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Appeals,  192. 

from  J.  B.  Thompson  on  Free  Church  of  Italy 
deputation,  to  Committee  on  Introduction  of 
Fraternal  Delegates,  193. 

paper  of  J.  Van  Cleve,  on  trial  of  members,  to 
Committee  on  Eevisals.  226. 

on  appeal  of  B.  D.  Palmer,  Newark  Confer- 
ence, to  Committee  on  Appeals.  2-33. 

quadrennial  report  of  trustees  of  Boston  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  to  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion, 234. 

of  L.  S.  Jacoby,  on  woman's  work  in  the 
Church,  to  Committee  on  Woman's  Work  in 
the  Church.  239,  240. 

from  African  .Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church,  to  Committee  on  Church  Union, 
246. 

of  D.  Wise,  editor,  to  Committee  on  Sunday- 
Schools  and  Tracts.  272. 

of  Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  to  Committee  on 
Education,  278. 

from  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  to  bishops,  810. 

report  of  Drew  Seminary,  to  Committee  on 
Education.  310. 

address  of  members  in  Fookien  Province, 
China,  to  Committee  on  Missions,  331. 

paper  concerning  sujjport  of  superannuated 
preachers,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  337. 

petition  from  members  of  Virginia  Conference, 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries.  8M. 

fVom  the  bishops,  questions  for  the  business 
of  annual  conferences,  to  Committee  on 
lievisals,  854. 

memorial  on  Sunday  mails,  to  Committee  on 

Sanctity  of  Sabbath,  355. 
memorial  from  New  Orleans  preachers'  meet- 
ing, to  special  committee,  355. 
report  of  commissioners  on  Church  anion.  Id 

Committee  on  Church  Union.  361. 
•upplemental  report  of  trustees  of  Chartered 
Fund,  to  Special  Committee  on  Chartered 
Fund.  861. 

Pastoral  Address, 

committee  on  the,  105;  address  adopted,  44.^ 
44.5. 

Periodicals, 

exhil)its  of  cost  asked  for,  180;  number  of 
subscribers  to  the  monthly  and  quarterly 
magazines  asked  for,  205. 
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Philadelphia  Conference, 

ministerial  delesrates  of,  37  ;  lay  delegates  of, 
52 ;  boundaries  of,  417,  424. 

Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate, 

ection  of  editor  of.  356:  salary  of  retiring 
e<litor  of.  to  be  paid,  407 ;  publishing  com- 
mittee of,  423. 

Pittsburgh  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  37  ;  lay  delegates  of, 
52  ;  boundaries  of,  424. 

Pope,  H.,  Jr., 

introduced  to  Conference,  108;  credentials  and 
address  of,  159,  508. 

Presbyterian  Church,  General  As- 
sembly of, 

delegate  from  the,  introduced,  107;  credentials 
and  address  of,  107,  478. 

Presiding  Elders, 

memorials  on,  referred,  90,  111,  123,  154,  167, 
195. 

resolutions  on,  referred,  92,  96.  121,  133,  134, 
137,  138,  139.  144,  158, 162, 163,  174,  183,  186, 
197,  217,  220,  223,  2S0. 

relation  of,  to  bishops'  work  in  appointing  pas- 
tors, 165. 

auditing  accounts  of,  165. 

in  heathen  lands  may  serve  more  than  four 
years,  412. 

Protests,  Remonstrances,  etc.,  Re- 
ferred. 

from  Winchester  Station  and  Martinsbiirgh 
Station,  Baltimore  Conference,  on  change  of 
boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Boimdaries,  89. 

of  M.  Martin,  A.  Brugers,  A.  Wilco.x:,  and  E. 
S.  Ingersol.  against  dividing  Erie  Conference, 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  113. 

protest  of  Hillsborough  Quarterly  Conference, 
Illinois,  against  change  of  southern  boundary, 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  114. 

from  Shenandoah  Station,  against  change  of 
boundary',  to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  119. 

from  L.  Hartsough  and  Iowa  Sunday-school 
Convention,  against  change  of  boundjaries,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaiies,  122. 

from  quarterly  conference  of  Main-street,  Du- 
buque, and  Dubuque  Circuit,  on  boundaries, 
to  Committee  on  Boimdaries,  123. 

of  quarterly  "conferences  of  Kome  District,  J. 
H.  French,  and  Oneida,  to  Committee  on 
Boundai-ies,  157. 

from  East  Liberty  Circuit,  Cincinnati  Confer- 
ence, on  boundaiies,  to  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries, 157. 

ft«m  Ash\'ille  Charge,  against  di\nsion  of  Erie 
Conference,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
160. 

of  H.  S.  Chntoh,  against  change  in  boundary  of 
Upper  Iowa  Conference,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  168. 

from  G.  H.  Van  Vliet,  on  boundaries,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  190. 

from  Geo.  F.  Folta,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries,  191. 

from  S.  M.  Fisk,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee 
on  Bound.aries,  191. 

ftx)m  Rev.  F.  Harris,  on  boundaries,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  192. 

from  J.  S.  Moore,  S.  Guyer,  O.  G.  Brown,  J. 
C.  R.  Layton,  and  P.  Zollman,  on  boundaries, 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  192. 

of  D.  M'Intyre,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries,  192,  193. 

of  J.  M.  Holmes  and  M.  Miller,  on  boundaries, 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  198. 


{Protest^  Remonstrances,  etc.,  conVd) 
of  quarterly  conference  of  New  Tork  Circuit, 

on  boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 

19.3. 
of  P.  P.  Ingals,  on  boundaries,  to  Cormnittee  on 

Boundaries,  193. 
of  Hummelstown   Circuit,   Halifax  Quarterly 

Conference,  and    Rev.   R.   H.   Pattison.   oh 

boundaries,   to    Committee    on   Boundaries, 

196,  197. 
from  J.  N.  Page,  J.  Leslie,  A.  Badley,  and  C. 

C.  Maher,  on  bomidaries,  to  Committee  on 

Boundaries,  212. 
from  F.  Harris  and  S.  Jones,  on  boundaries,  to 

Committee  on  Boundaries,  212. 
from  Cl5'de,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee  on 

Boundaries,  214. 
quarterly    conference    of    Berrysburgh     and 

Ridge  Avenue  Church.  Harrisbiu-gh,  Pa.,  on 

boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries.  214. 
from  Clyde,  Benrsburgh,  and  Harrisburgh.  on 

boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  214. 
from  J.  Moore,  "Wall-street  Charge,  Auburn,  on 

boundaries,  to  Committee   on   Boundaries, 

from  quarterly  conference  of  Republic  Cir- 
cuit, Tiffln  Station,  and  Melmore  Circuit,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  234. 

from  Red  Creek,  Port  Byron,  etc.,  to  Conmiit- 
te«  on  Boundaries,  275". 

of  J.  G.  Eckles,  etc.,  against  division  of  Des 
Moines  Conference,  to  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries, 275. 

of  G.  B.  Hudson,  etc.,  to  Committee  on  Boimd- 
aries. 277. 

of  E.  G.  Bush,  C.  Phillips.  W.  F.  Purington, 
E.  H.  Gillett,  Harris  Wilbur,  J.  Witherston, 
L.  E.  Elmer,  A.  J.  Grant,  G.  W.  Cody,  etc., 
against  change  of  boundaries,  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries,  809. 

of  W.  N.  Nelson,  etc.,  on  change  of  botmdaries, 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  310. 
Providence  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  37;  lay  delegates  of, 
52;  action  of,  on -boundaries,  119;  action  of, 
on  tempei-ance,  a  new  magazine,  revision  of 
the  hymn-book,  and  on  boundaries,  166, 197; 
boundaries  of,  417,  425. 
Publishing  Conunittees, 

for  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  377 ;  for  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate,  428 ;  for  Califor- 
nia Christian  Advocate,  431. 
Punshon,  W.  M., 

introduced  to  Conference,  107 ;  credentials 
and  address  of,  107,  458,  467;  leave-taking 
of,  180. 


Quarterly  Conferences, 

questions  for,  429. 
Quarterly    Review    and    General 
Books, 

election  of  editor  of,  843. 

Resolutions  adopted, 

of  W.  M'K.  Hester,  on  bishops'  address.  104. 

of  W.  J.  Groo,  on  withdrawal  of  natne  of  Dr. 
Lanahan  from  book  agents"  report,  146. 

of  Committee  on  Expens -s  of  Delegates,  on 
purchase  of  book.'',  etc.,  l.iS. 

of  D.  Currv,  on  cost  of  periodicals,  180. 

of  J.  F.  bevore,  on  sympathy  witli  Bishop 
•Janes,  1 82. 

of  J.  F.  Devore,  on  sanctity  of  Sabbath,  182. 

of  A.  C.  George,  on  Woman's  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society,  188. 
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[Resolutions  adopted,  continued.) 

of  E.  Wentwortli,  on  hymn-liook,  185. 

of  G.  M.  Steele,  on  woman's  work  in  the 
Church,  ISS. 

of  I.  S.  Bingham,  on  subscribers  to  period- 
icals. 206. 

of  G.  Haven,  of  Committee  of  Nine  on  Church 
I'nion.  206. 

of  W.  1..  Harris,  on  benevolent  societies  and 
their  relation  to  the  Church,  217. 

of  J.  Brailen,  on  day  of  fasting  and  prayer.  243. 

of  A.  Martin,  on  revised  translation  of  Bible, 
244. 

of  H.  Price,  on  moneys  received  by  agents 
for  expenses  of  delegates  to  be  published  in 
Daily  Advocate,  244. 

of  J.  E.  Stillman,  on  modifying  rules  on  ap- 
peals, 245. 

of  J.  M.  Keid,  on  referring  papers  to  Com- 
mittee on  Church  Uni-jn,  246. 

of  .1.  M.  Buckley,  on  Italian  Mission,  24S. 

ofL.  Hitchcock,  on  report  of  Committee  on 
Missions.  :,'48. 

of  J.  M.  Walden,  appointing  special  commit- 
tee of  Ave  to  nominate  trustees  of  M.  E. 
Church,  251. 

of  W.  L.  Harris,  on  Disciplinary  changes  be- 
ing referred  to  Committee  on  lievisals,  253. 

of  T.  -M.  Eddy,  on  election  of  General  Confer- 
ence oBicers,  279. 

of  E.  O.  Haven,  authorizing  Committee  on  Ee- 
visals  to  make  verbal  clianges  in  language, 
2S0. 

of  W.  H.  Goode,  on  expenses  of  Trustees  of 
M.E.  Church,  28;^. 

of  R.  S.  Fo-^ter,  on  protest  of  J.  Evans,  and 
others,  299. 

of  G.  G.  Hackedorn,  that  other  laymen  be  al- 
lowed  to  sign  Evans's  protest,  299. 

of  W.  Lawrence,  amending  Eeport  No.  I  of 
Committee  on  Freedmen,  300. 

of  J.  .M.  'Irirable.  on  time  and  place  of  ordain- 
ing bishops,  802. 

of  T.  M.  Eddy,  on  proceedings  In  relation  to 
boundaries,  304. 

of. I.  M.  Walden.  on  election  of  secretary  of 
Freedmen'.s  Aid  Society,  323. 

of  D.  Curry,  in  rulation  to  a  commission  on 
boundaries  of  Central  New  York  Confer- 
ences, 327. 

of  A.  L.  Brice,  on  mode  of  obtaining  the  com- 
mission, 32T. 

ofK.  Nelson,  on  dispensing  with  roll-call  In 
balloting.  330. 

of  J.  M.  Walden,  on  appointing  additional  tell- 
ers, 380.  331. 

of  J.M.  Walden.  on  balloting  for  correspond- 
ing secretai-y  of  Church  Extension  Society, 


of  .J.  M.  Walden,  on  suspension  of  rules  for 

voting,  331. 
to  grant  tellers  permission  to  receive  votes  of 

certain  absentees,  381. 
of  A.  J.  KynetL.  on  number  of  certain  Boards 

of  Managers,  832. 
of   M.   D'C.  Crawford,  on  blsh"ps  being  «a) 

ojicio  members  of  certiin  boards,  332. 
of  L.  C.  Queal,  to  add  to  commission  on  boimd- 

arii-s  in  Central  New  York.  834. 
on   appreciation  of  Dr.  Durbin's  services  as 

corri!sponding  secretary,  3  !6. 
of  D.  D.  Lore,  that  Dr.  Durbin  hold  position 

of  honorary  secretary,  336,  387. 
of  N.   L.  Brakeman,  on  election  of  General 

Conference  officers,  341. 
of  C.   A.  Loeber,  on   division  of  North-west 

German  ConTerence,  Zi5. 
of  H.  Price,  on  expenses  of  delegates,  ."346. 
of  U.  Sllcer,  on  administration  of  bishops,  348. 
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{Resolutions  adopted,  continued.) 
ofL.  Hitchcock,  on  the  Scandinavian  work, 
847.  84S. 

of  C.  Albright,  on  Decoration  Dajr,  355. 

of  T.  M.  Kddy,  on  Methodist  Advocate  at  At- 
lanta, 35.x 

of  K.  P.  .lervis,  on  action  relating  to  East 
Genesee  Conference,  369. 

of  R.  Nelson,  on  suggestion  of  Bishop  Janes 
respecting  Central  New  York  Conference, 
369. 

of  A.  J.  Phelps,  on  commission  to  fix  certain 
conference  relations,  369,  3S4. 

of  A.  J.  Kynelt,  that  roll  of  committees  be 
called,  etc.,  379. 

of  S.  W.  Thomas,  on  Instructing  Committee  on 
Expenses  of  Delegates,  879. 

that  ttie  bishops  have  power  to  All  vacancies 
In  boards  of  managers  of  benevolent  socie- 
ties in  certain  cases,  8S2 

of  I.  S.  Binghiim,  to  substitute  Northern  New 
York  for  Ontario  In  name  of  new  confer- 
ence. 3S5. 

of  D.  N.  Cooley,  authorizing  Book  Committee 
to  pay  certain  expenses,  394. 

of  D.  Cnriy,  authorizing  the  bishops  to  bring 
before  General  Conference  such  unfinished 
business  as  they  deem  most  important,  395. 

of  E.  O.  Haven,  to  appoint  committee  to  draft 
resolutions  expressive  of  obli;;ations  of  Gen- 
eral Conference,  895,  407. 

of  L.  C.  Queal,  on  removal  of  a  book  agent  or 
editor,  396. 

of  W.  G.  Queal,  on  claim  of  Z.  Paddock,  400. 

ofL-D.  White,  against  renominating  mem- 
tjers  of  the  late  Book  Committee,  400. 

of  T.  M.  Eddy,  directing  book  agents  to  pay 
salaries  of  late  General  Conference  officers, 
403. 

of  A.  Martin,  authorizing  bishops  to  fill  va- 
cancy of  secretaryship  in  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. 403. 

of  B.  I.Ives,  in  relation  to  New  York  Central 
Conference,  404. 

of  G.  W.  Woodruff,  authorizing  the  bishops  to 
draw  for  moving  expenses,  404. 

of  B.  F.  Crary,  on  non\ination8  of  committees, 
406. 

of  R.  S.  Rust,  authorizing  Dr.  Fuller  to  draw 
salary,  407. 

of  W.  Hunter,  authorizing  S.  H.  Nesbit  to 
draw  salary,  407. 

of  E.  H.  Waring,  that  editors  of  Discipline  be 
authorized  to  number  consecutively  the 
paragraphs,  410. 

of  H.  Mansell,  on  presiding  elders  in  heathen 
lands,  etc.,  412. 

of  H.  Slicer,  against  appointing  the  late  book 
agents  on  Bonk  Committee,  412. 

of  W.  H.  Olin,  directing  secretaries  of  confer- 
ences to  firward  certificates  of  election  of 
delegates  to  General  Conference  of  1S76  to 
secretary  of  this  General  Conference,  413. 

authorizing  Texas  Conference  to  divide,  428. 

ofL.  D.  White,  instructing  book  agints  to 
furnish  Journal  to  delegates  and  bishops, 
441. 

resolution  to  change  day  of  prayer  for  col- 
leges, 442. 

resolution  transferring  Kansas  Conference  to 


Tenth  DUtrict,  442. 

Resolutions,  etc..  Referred, 

of  i)reachcrs'  meeting  of  San   Francisco,  on 

Constitution  of  Missionary  Society,  to  Com 

mittee  on  Missions,  89. 
of  Central  New  York  Conference,   on  rules 

for  annual  conferences,  to  Committee   on 

Revisals,  90. 
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{Resolutions,  etc.,  referred,  continued.) 

of  Central  New  York  Conference,  on  bound- 
aries, to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  90. 

of  Ohio  Conference,  on  book  business,  and 
claim  of  widow  of  H.  Z.  Ross,  to  Committee 
on  Book  Concern,  91. 

of  Otis  Gibson,  on  weeklj'  Sunday-school 
paper,  to  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools 
and  Tracts,  92. 

of  Otis  Gibson,  on  missions  in  Canton,  to 
Committee  on  Missions,  92. 

of  J.  S.  .M'Murray,  on  election  of  presiding: 
elders,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  92. 

of  Georgia  Conference,  on  colored  confer- 
ences, to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  92,  93. 

From  convention  of  ministers  and  members 
of  M.  E.  Church  in  Georgia,  on  colored  con- 
ference, to  Committee  on  Episcopacy.  93, 94. 

from  Germany  and  Switzerland,  on  Church 
extension  fiind,  to  Committee  on  Church 
Extension,  94. 

of  J.  J.  Hight,  on  licensing  e.vhorters,  amend- 
ing the  ritual,  and  qualification  for  admis- 
sion or  election  to  orders,  to  Committee  on 
Eevisals.  95. 

of  J.  J.  Hight,  on  raising  supplies,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy,  95. 

of  W.  M'K.  Hester,  on  episcopal  districts,  to 
Committ<>e  on  Episcopacy,  96. 

of  W.  F.  Cowles,  on  presiding  elders,  to  Com- 
mitlee  on  Itinerancy,  96. 

of  D.  Stevenson,  on  fraternal  relations  with 
Church  South,  to  Committee  on  State  of 
the  Church,  96,  97. 

of  Marshall  W.  Taylor,  on  colored  work  in 
Ohio  and  Indiana,  to  Committee  on  Bound- 
aries, 97. 

of  L.  C.  Matlack,  Louisiana,  on  conference 
action,  to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  97. 

of  L.  C.  Matlack,  on  course  of  study,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy,  97. 

of  L.  C.  Matlack,  on  book  depository  in  New 
Orleans,  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern,  97. 

of  A.  C.  George,  on  judicial  conferences,  to 
Committee  on  Itinerancy,  9S,  99. 

of  Black  River  Conference,  on  boundaries,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  109. 

of  Black  River  Conference,  on  administration, 
to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  109. 

of  California  Conference,  on  appointment  of 
boards  of  trustees,  to  Committee  on  Re- 
visals.  109. 

of  Central  German  Conference,  on  Sunday- 
schools,  to  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools 
and  Tracts,  110. 

of  laymen's  convention,  on  Sunday-schools, 
to  Committee  on  Sundav-Schools  and 
Tracts.  110. 

of  quarterly  conference  of  Xewfleld  Charge, 
Central  New  York,  on  boundaries,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  111. 

of  Central  New  York  Conference,  on  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  to  Committee 
on  Missions,  111. 

of  Des  Moines  Conference,  on  support  of 
bishops,  to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  112. 

of  Des  Moines  Conference,  on  lay  representa- 
tion in  annual  conferences,  to  Committee 
on  Revisals,  112. 

of  Georgia  Conference,  on  boundaries,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  118. 

of  Illinois  Conference,  on  boundaries,  to  Com- 
mitt«K'  on  Boundaries,  1 14. 

of  Illinois  Conference,  on  Sunday-school  pa- 
per, to  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and 
'Tracts,  114. 

of  Minnesota  Conference,  on  boundaries,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  116. 

of  N.  Y.  E.  Conference,  on  division  of  mission- 
ary work,  to  Committee  on  Missions,  116. 


{Resolutions,  etc.,  referred,  continued.) 
of  New  York  East  Conference,  on  vacation 

for  bishops,  to  Committee  on  Episcopacy, 

116. 
of  New  York  East  Conference,  on  publishing 

interests,  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern, 

11". 
of  North  Indiana  Conference,  on  boundaries, 

to  Ck>mmittee  on  Boundaries,  117. 
from  North  Indiana  Conference,  on  sui^port 

of  bishops,  to  Committee  on  Episcopacy, 

of  North  Indiana  Conference,  on  temperance, 
to  Committee  on  Temperance.  117. 

of  North-west  German  Conference,  on  election 
of  bishops,   to  Committee  on  Episcopacy, 

lis. 

of  North-west  Indiana  Conference,  on  bound- 
aries, to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  IIS. 

of  Oregon  Conference,  on  mission  committee 
and  boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Missions, 
118. 

of  Oregon  Conference,  on  smoking  and  chew- 
ing tobacco,  to  Committee  on  Revisals.  118. 

of  Oregon  Conference,  on  book  depository,  to 
Committee  on  Book  Concern.  US. 

of  Pittsburgh  Conference,  on  episcopacy,  to 
Committee  on  Episcopacy,  119. 

of  Providenije  Conference,"  and  Providence 
preachers'  meeting,  on  boundaries,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  1 19. 

of  Saint  Louis  Conference,  on  book  agent  at 
Saint  Louis,  to  Committee  on  Book  Con- 
cern, 119. 

of  Saint  Louis  Conference,  on  Arkansas  Con- 
ference, to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  119. 

of  Southern  Illinois  Conference,  on  Sunday- 
school  tune  and  song  book,  to  Committee 
on  Book  Concern,  120. 

of  ministeri.il  convention  of  Olney  District, 
on  district  conferences,  to  Committee  on 
Itineranc}',  121. 

of  South-west  German  Conference,  on  epis- 
copacy, to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  121. 

of  South-west  German  Conference,  on  work 
in  foreign  lands,  to  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy, I'll. 

of  South-west  German  Conference,  on  editor 
of  Sund.iy-school  literature,  to  Committee 
on  Sund.iy-Schools  and  Tracts.  121. 

of  Troy  Conference,  on  presiding  eldership,  to 
Committee  on  Itinerancy,  121. 

of  Troy  Conference,  on  insurance,  to  Commit- 
t<"e  on  Insurance,  121. 

of  Troy  Conference,  on  division  of  missionary 
societies,  to  Committee  on  .Missions,  122. 

of  Upper  Iowa  Conference,  Fairfax,  Farley, 
Clinton,  West  Union,  Buckingham,  Crescb, 
State  C<?nter.  Applington.  Shellsburgh,  Har- 
din, Brandon.  Union  Bridire,  Tama  City, 
Tipton,  Fayette.  West  Irving,  Burr  Oak, 
Iowa  Falls,  Lovvden,  Wheatland,  Davenport, 
Johnson,  Grundy  Center,  Iowa  City,  and 
Camanche,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee  ou 
Boundaries,  122,  123. 

of  Upper  Iowa  Lay  Electoral  Conference, 
against  quadrenni.al  election  of  bishops,  to 
Committee  on  Episcopacy,  123. 

of  West  Wisconsin  Conference,  on  bishops, 
to  Committee  on  Episcop.ic.v,  12:3. 

of  West  Wisconsin  Conference,  on  presiding 
eldership,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  123. 

of  W.  J.  Maclay,  on  slavery,  to  Committee  on 
Revisals,  123. 

of  F.  M.  Ch.Hffee.  on  ratio  of  ministerial  and 
lay  representation,  to  Committee  on  Re- 
visals, 123,  124. 

of  F.  M.  Chaffee,  on  weekly  Sunday-School 
Advocate,  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern, 
124. 
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{Resolutions,  etc^  referred,  coniinuecL) 
of  W.  Lawrence,  on  appointments  of  legal 
advisers  in   each   state,  to  Committee   on 
Cliurch  Extc-nsion,  124. 
of  W.   Lawrence,    on  code   of  ecclesiastical 
iurisprudenco  and  procedure,  and  duties  of 
bishops,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  125. 
of   A.    Harmount,   on    remanding    superan- 
nuated bishops  to  annual  conferences,  etc. 
to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  125. 
of  S.  L.  Roberts,  on  official  meetings,  to  Com 

mittee  on  Revisals,  126. 
of  J.  S.  M'Murray,  on  adjusting  boundaries 

to  Committee  on  Iiinerancy,  126. 
of  J.  S.  -M'Murray,  on  withdrawals,  to  Com 

mittee  on  Revisals,  127. 
of  8.  Barnes,  on  singing  in  divine  worship 
formula  for  baptising  children,  and  trustees, 
to  Committee  on  Revisals,  127. 
of  J.    W.  Weakley,    on  superannuating  and 
retiring  bishops,  to  Committee  on  Episco- 
pacy, 12S. 
of  J.  W .  Weakley,   on  election  of  assistant 

editors,  to  Committee  on  Revisals,  128. 
of  N.  Young,  on  election  of  colored  bishops, 

to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  128. 
of  N.  Young,  on  colored  conferences,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy,  12S. 
of  N.  Young,  on  omitting  the  word  "colored," 

to  Committee  on  Revisals,  128. 
of   B.   Mitchell,   on   striking    out   the   word 
"  male  "  and  inserting  the  word  "  persons," 
to  Committee  on  Revisals,  129. 
of  L.  K.  Fisk,  on  higher  education,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Education,  129. 
of  J.  Graham,  on  election  of  Sunday-school 
superintendents,  to  Committee  on  Revisals, 
129. 
of  R.  A.  Caruthers,  on  representative  quar- 
terly conferences,  bishops  and  preachers  on 
trial,  to  Committee  on  Revisals,  13U,  131. 
of  R.  li.  Ilurlburt,  on  solemnization  of  matri- 
mony, to  Committee  on  Revisals,  131. 
of  W.  S.  Prentice,  on  ratio  of  ministerial  rep- 
resentation, to  Committee  on    Itinerancy, 
182.  ' 

of  J.  J.  Hight,  on  receiving  preachers  from 
other  Churches,  and  systematic  beneficence, 
to  Committee  on  Revisals,  182. 
of  J.  T.  Simmons,  on  Missionary  Advocate,  to 

Committee  on  Missions,  132. 
of  E.  H.  Waring,  on  expulsion,  and   minutes 
of  quarterly  conferences,  to  Committee  on 
Ecvisals,  133. 
of  W.   F.   Cowles,  on  election  of  presiding 

elders,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  133. 
of  W.  F.   Cowles,  on  episcopal   districts,  to 

Committee  on  Episcopacy,  133. 
of  H.   D.   Rice,  on  presiding  eldership,  and 
basis  of  representation  in  General  Confer- 
ence, to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  183,  134. 
of  D.   Stevenson,  on  receiviog  members,   to 

Committee  on  Revisals,  184. 
of  Wm.  Muir,  on  education,  to  Committee  on 

Education,  184. 
of  N.  W.  Taylor,  on  Freedmen's  Aid  Society, 

to  Committee  on  Freedmen,  134. 
of  R.  Sapp,  on  boards  of  retirement,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy,  134. 
of  R.   Sapp,    on    superannuated  relation,  to 

Committee  on  Revisals,  135. 
of  R.  Sapp,  on  Church  Extension  Society,  to 

Committee  on  Church  Extension,  135. 
of  R.  Sapp,  on  Church  journalism,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Book  Concern,  135. 
of  J.  O.  Rich,  on  receiving  members,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  135. 
of  I.  D.  King,  on  change  of  ritual,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals,  186. 


{Resolutions,  etc.,  referred,  continued.) 

of  I.  Coggshall,  on  locations  made  without 
consent  of  parties,  to  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy, 185. 

of  I.  i).  King,  on  solemnization  of  matrimony, 
to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  136. 

of  I.  D.  King,  on  classes  and  class-meetings, 
to  Committee  on  State  of  the  Church,  136. 

of  W.  H.  Goode,  on  withdrawals,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals,  136. 

of  L.  Warner,  on  classification  of  bishops,  to 
Committee  on  Episcopacy,  136. 

ofL.  J.  Critehfield,  on  commission  to  Church 
South,  to  Committee  on  State  of  the 
Church,  136,  137. 

of  J.  F.  Devore,  on  election  of  presiding  elders, 
to  Committee  on  Revisals,  137. 

of  J.  F.  Devore,  on  distiict  conferences,  to 
Committee  on  Itinerancy,  137. 

of  J.  F.  Devore,  on  bishops  and  their  resi- 
dences, to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  137. 

of  M.  J.  Talbot,  on  e-xpulsions,  to  Committee 
on  Revisals,  137,  138. 

of  W.  T.  Harlow,  on  changing  name  of  New 
England  Conference,  to  Committee  on  Re- 
visals, 138. 

of  W.  T.  Harlow,  on  presiding  eldership,  to 
Committee  on  Itinerancy,  133. 

of  D.  A.  Whedon,  on  quorum  of  committee  of 
trial,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  139. 

of  S.  A.  W.  Jewett,  on  presiding  eldership, 
to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  139. 

of  B.  li.  Bonner,  on  number  and  residences 
of  bishops,  to  Committee  on  Episcopacy, 

of  B.  F.  Crary,  on  district  conferences,  to 
Committee  on  Itinerancy,  139. 

of  B.  F.  Crary,  on  weekly  Sunday-School  Ad- 
vocate, to  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools 
and  Tracts,  1.39. 

of  B.  F.  Crary,  on  Ladies'  Repository,  to 
Committee  on  Book  Concern,  140. 

of  A,  C.  George,  on  revision  of  Discipline, 
and  intoxicating  liquors,  to  Committee  on 
Re^^sals,  140. 

of  W.  H.Gilmao,  on  time  of  sessions  of  Gen- 
eral Conference,  to  Committee  on  Revisals, 

of  J.  B.  Middletoa,  on  fraternal  deputation  to 
Church  South,  to  Committee  on  Fraternal 
Correspondence,  141. 

of  F.  A.  Hester,  on  divorce,  to  Committee  on 
Revisals,  141. 

of  S.  Tincher,  on  receiving  members,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  141. 

of  G.  W.  Hughey,  on  trial  of  book  agents, 
editors,  etc.,  to  Committee  on  Eevisals,  141, 
142. 

of  B.  R.  Pierce,  on  extending  term  of  presid- 
ing elders'  service,  to  Committee  on  Revisals. 
142.  ^ 

of  W.  Stoker,  on  time  of  session  of  General 
Conference,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  142. 

of  J.  Braden,  on  transfers,  to  Committee  on 
Episcopacy,  142. 

of  T.  Coldwell,  on  fraternizing  with  Church 
South,  to  Committee  on  State  of  the  Church, 
142,  143. 

of  A.  J.  Kynett,  on  Church  Ejctension  Society, 
to  Committee  on  Church  Extension,  143. 

of  E.  Skinner,  on  solemnization  of  matrimony, 
to  Committee  on  Revisals.  143. 

of  H.  Price,  on  the  word  "  catholic,"  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  143. 

of  A.  Brunson,  on  changing  time  of  session  of 
General  Conference,  to  Committee  on  Itin- 
erancy, 143 

of  D.  M^  Bates,  on  appeal  of  ministers,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  144. 
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(BesoMions,  etc.,  referred^  continued.) 

of  'W.  Kennev,  on  ministenal  repi-esentation,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals.  144. 

of  n.  A.  Jones,  on  extenclinir  presidinsr  elders' 
term,  to  Committee  on  Itiiiei-ancy.  144. 

of  C.  D.  PUlsbniy.  on  district  conferences, 
membei-s,  pi^esident  records,  business,  and 
sessions,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy-,  144, 
145. 

of  W.  G.  Qneal  on  duties  of  preachers  in 
charge,  to  Committee  on  Revisals.  145. 146. 

of  Baltimore  Conference,  on  episcopacj-,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy.  155. 

of  Baltimore  Conference,  on  boundaries,  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries.  155. 

of  S.  L.  Baldwin,  on  form  of  appointment  of 
forei^  missionaries,  to  Cc«nmittee  on  Mis- 
sions, 156. 

of  Red  Creek,  Rose,  ^S"olcott  Huron,  Butler, 
and  SaTannah  Quarterly  Conferences,  cm 
boundaries,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
156. 

of  St  PauTs  Church.  Hijzelton,  on  boundaries, 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries.  157. 

of  Central  Pennsylvania  Conference,  on  episco- 
pacy, to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  157. 

of  Des  Moines  Conference,  on  presiding-  eldei^ 
ship,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  15S. 

of  Illinois  Conference,  on  debt  of  "C.  Atkinson 
to  Book  Concern,  to  Committee  on  Book 
Concern,  161. 

of  India  Conference,  on  appropriation  of  nwney 
for  churches  in  India,  to  Committee  cm 
Church  Extension.  161. 

of  India  Conference,  on  bomidaries,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries.  162. 

of  Iowa  Electoral  Conference,  on  presiding  eld- 
ership, to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  163. 

of  Iowa  Electoral  Ccmference.  on  residence  of 
bishops  to  be  elected,  to  Committee  on  Epis- 
copacv,  162. 

of  Maine  Conference,  on  Church  extension,  to 
Committee  on  Church  Extension,  163. 

of  Maine  Conference,  on  non-admission  to  min- 
isterial office  of  any  using-  tobacco,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Temperance.  163. 

of  Maine  Ccmference.  on  Simday-school  books 
and  papers,  to  Committee  on  Sunday-Schools 
and  Tracts.  163. 

of  Maine  Conference,  on  presiding-  eldership,  to 
Committee  on  Itinerancy.  163. 

of  Missouri  Conference,  cm"  episcopacy,  to  Com- 
mittee on  EpiscojMJcy,  163. 

of  Missouri  Conference,  on  presiding-  eldwship, 
to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  163. 

of  H.  Bannister,  on  conterence  probaticmers,  to 
Committee  on  Itinerancy.  163. 

of  Xew  Toi-k  Conference,  on  Sunday  mails,  to 
Committee  on  State  of  the  Church.  163. 

of  New  York  Conference,  on  suspension  of 
preachers  in  intei-val  of  conference,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals.  164. 

of  North-west  Indiana  Conference,  on  insur- 
ance, to  Committee  on  Insurance.  164. 

of  preachers'  meeting  of  Lafayette.  Indiana,  on 
revision  of  Discipline,  to  Committee  on  Re- 
visals, 164, 

of  I.  C.  Pershinp.  on  district  conferences,  to 
Committee  on  Itinerancy.  165. 

of  .J.  S.  Bracken,  on  boundaries,  to  Cranmittee 
on  boundaries.  165. 

of  action  of  Providence  Conference,  on  appoint- 
ment of  temi)erance  committees  by  cjuarterly 
conferences,  to  Committee  on  Revisals.  166. 

of  action  of  Providence  Conference  on  a  new 
magazine,  and  on  revision  of  hymn  book,  to 
Committee  on  Book  Concern,  166. 

of  Rock  River  Conference,  adopted  at  its  session 
of  October,  1S71,  to  Committee  on  Rerisals, 
166. 


{Resolutions,  etc.,  referred,  continued) 
of  South  Carolina  Conference,  on  boundaries,  to 

Committee  on  Boundaries.  167. 
of  lay  electoral  conference  of  Tennessee 
Coiifcrence.  against  change  in  the  episcopal 
term  of  office^  to  Committee  on  Episcopacy, 
167. 
of  T.  M.  Eddy,  on  destruction  of  parsonages! 
and  churc-hes  during  the  war,  to  Committee 
on  State  of  the  Church.  169. 

of  W.  J.  Maclay,  on  monthly  magazine,  to 
Committee  on  Book  Concern!  169. 

of  W.  J.  MacLiy,  on  revision  of  Discipline,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals.  169. 

of  Otis  Gibson,  on  amending  constitution  of 
Missionary  Societj-.  and  s.ilaries  paid  to 
missionaries  while  on  furlough,  to  Committee 
on  Missions,  170. 

of  Otis  Gibson,  on  superintendent  of  a  mission, 
to  Committee  on  Itinerane.v.  170. 

of  J.  R.  Tansey,  on  report  "of  Missionary  So- 
ciety, to  Committee  on  Missions,  170. 

of  J.  R.  Tansev.  on  amendment  of  Discipline 
and  election  of  book  agents,  etc,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals,  170. 

of  A.  Harmount  on  revision  of  Discipline,  to 
Committee  on  Support  of  Bishops.  171. 

<rf  A.  H.irmount  on  revision  of  Discipline,  to 
Committee  on  Itinerancy,  171. 

<A  B.  Mitchell,  on  re-vision  of  Discipline,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals.  171. 

of  R.  A.  Caruthers.  on  revision  of  Discipline,  to 
Committee  cm  Revisals.  171, 172. 

of  John  Graham,  on  change  of  Discipline,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals.  172, 173. 

of  G.  W.  Clarke,  on  traveling  expenses  of  sup- 
erannuated preachers,  to  Conmiittee  on  Itin- 
erancy. 173. 

of  L  S.  Jacoby.  on  term  of  service  of  mlssion- 
arv.  to  Committee  on  Missions.  173. 

of  W.  S.  Prentice,  on  revision  of  Discipline,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals.  173. 

of  C.  Nutt,  on  agents  of  Book  Concern,  to 
Committee  on  Book  Concern.  173. 

of  J.  J.  Hight  on  revision  of  Discipline,  in  re- 
lation to  annual  conferences,  to  Committee 
on  RevisaK  174. 

crfE.  H.  Waring,  on  change  of  Discipline  as  to 
presiding  elders,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
174. 

of  E.  H.  "Waring,  on  books  and  pubhcations  of 
the  Book  Concern,  to  Committee  on  Book 
Concern.  174. 

of  W.  K.  Marshall  on  change  in  baptismal  serv- 
ice, to  Committee  on  Revisals,  174. 

of  J.  J.  "Wright  on  district  conferences,  to 
Committee  on  Itinerancy,  174, 

of  A.  Shinkle.  on  cTiange  of  Discipline,  to  Com- 
mittee on  RevisaK  175. 

of  D.  Stevenson,  on  relation  of  preacher  in 
charge  to  trustees  of  Church  property,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals.  175. 

of  M.  "W.  Taylor,  on  establishment  of  confer- 
ences, and  on  additional  laborers  for  the 
African  work,  to  Committee  on  Missions, 
175.  176. 

of  M.  "W.  Taylor,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee 
on  BouDda"ries.  175. 

of  M.  W.  Taylor,  on  fraternal  greetings,  to 
Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  175, 

of  L.  C.  Matlack.  on  annual  conferences  re- 
porting male  and  female  mMnbers  separately, 
and  inserting  amendments  in  place  in  Disci- 
pline, to  Committee  on  Revisals.  176. 

of  P.  Jaques,  on  changes  in  Discipline,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Re\isals,  176. 

of  6.  B.  Jocelyn.  on  changes  in  Discipline,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals.  176.  177. 

of  R.  Sapp,  on  contracts  between  preachers 
and  people,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  177. 
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{Resolutions,  etc.,  re/erred,  continued.) 
of  R.  Sapp,  on  change  of  Discipline,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  17". 
of  K.  Sapp,  on  loans   by  Church  Extension 
Soiciety,  to  Committee  on  Church  Extension, 

of  T.  M.  Grossard,  on  episcopal  order  and  office, 

to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  177,  178. 
of  T.  M.  Gossard,  on  change  of  Discipline,  to 

Committee  on  Kevisals,  17S. 
of  A.  L.  Brice,  on  church  building,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Ke^Tsals,  17S. 
of  I.  D.  King,  on  supernumerarv  preachers. 

Committee  on  Eevisals,  178,  li9. 
of  S.  D.  Brown,  on  revision  of  Discipline,  to 

Committee  on  Itinerancy,  179. 
of  D.  Currj',  on  support  of  bishops,  to  Special 
Committee  on  Support  of  Bishops,  179,  ISO. 
of  "W.  C.  Peirce,  on  education  and  churches. 

Committee  on  Education,  180. 
of  ArV.  C.  Peirce,  on  appointment  of  presidents 
of  colleges,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  181. 

of  J.  C.  Keed,  on  extension  of  pastoral  term,  to 
Committee  on  Itinerancy,  181. 

of  H.  S.  Bundy,  on  missionary  bishops,  to  Spe 
cial  Committee  on  Support  of  Bishops,  ISl. 

of  H.  S.  Bundy,  on  courts  of  appeal,  to  Com 
mittee  on  Eevisals,  ISl. 

of  H.  S.  Bundy,  on  consolidation  of  benevolent 
causes,  to  Committee  on  State  of  the  Church, 
181. 

of  J.  M.  Trimble,  on  paying  expenses  of  trust- 
ees of  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  Com- 
mittee on  State  of  the  Chm-ch.  181,  182. 

of  M.  J.  Talbot,  on  leaders  and  stewards,  to 
Committee  on  Eerisals,  182. 

of  A.  C.  George,  on  presiding  elders'  districts, 
to  Conmiittee  on  Eevisals,  183. 

of  A.  C.  George,  on  secretaries  of  missionary 
societies,  to  Committee  on  Missions,  183. 

of  E.  G.  Wood,  on  systematic  benevolence,  to 
Committee  on  State  of  the  Church,  183,  181. 

of  F.  A.  Hester,  on  judicial  conference,  to 
Committee  on  Itinerancy,  184. 

of  S.  Tincher,  on  revision  of  DisciplLne,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Eevisals,  184. 

of  A.  KJippel,  on  editor  of  German  Sunday- 
school  pubUcations,  to  Committee  on  Sun- 
day-Schools and  Tracts,  184. 

of  D.  Eutledge.  on  fraternal  relations,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Fraternal  Coirespondence,  184, 
185. 

of  J.  C.  "W.  Coxe,  on  election  of  stewards,  to 
Committee  on  Eevisals,  186. 

of  J.  C.  W.  Co.\e,  on  Missionary  Advocate,  to 
Committee  on  Missions.  186. 

of  J.  W.  C.  Coxe,  on  presiding  elders,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy,  186. 

of  E.  P.  Phelps,  on  Church  property  in  Sooth, 
to  Committee  on  State  of  Church,  186. 

of  T.  M.  Fullerton.  on  support  of  superannu- 
ated preachers,  to  Committee  on  Eevisals, 
186. 

of  T.  J.  Thompson,  on  nominal  appointments 
for  effective  men,  to  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy, 187. 

of  T.  J.  Thompson,  on  salaries  of  preachers,  to 
Committee  on  Eevisuls,  187. 

of  W.  Kenney,  on  uniflcaiion  of  .Methodism,  to 
Committee  on  State  of  the  ('liurc!i,  187. 

of  6.  M.  Steele,  on  action  of  bi.shops  and  com- 
bining certain  Advocates,  to  Committee  on 
Book  Concern,  187,  188. 

of  CD.  Pillsbury,  on  tetnpprance,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Temperance,  ISS. 

of  C.  D.  Pillsbury.  on  professors  and  quarterly 
conferences,  to  Committee  on  Kt-visals,  188. 

of  district  stewards'  meeting  of  Winchester 
District,  to  Committee  on  BoandAries,  190. 


(Resolutions,  etc.,  referred,  continued.) 

of  Central  New  York  Conference,  on  monthly 
magazine,  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern, 
190,  191. 

of  Central  New  York  Conference,  on  mission- 
ary literature,  to  Committee  on  Missions, 
191. 

of  Central  New  York  Conference,  on  Sunday- 
School  Advocate,  to  Committee  on  Sunda'v- 
Schools  and  Tmcts,  191. 

of  Central  New  York  Conference,  on  temper- 
ance, to  Committee  on  Temperance,  191. 

of  Delaware  District  Meeting,  Central  Ohio 
Conference,  on  boundaries,  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  191. 

of  Butt'ulo  District  Ministerial  Association,  on 
episcopacy,  to    Committee  on  Episcupacy, 

ofHolston  Conference,  on  Methodist  Advo- 
cate at  Atlanta,  to  Committee  on  Book  Con- 
cern, 194. 

of  Maine  Conference,  on  familv  worship,  to 
Committee  on  State  of  the  Cliurch,  194. 

of  Quarterly  Conferences  of  St.  Luke's,  Cen- 
tral, Thirtieth-street,  Lexington  Avenue, 
Washington  Square  Churches,  and  City 
Churcli  Extension  and  Missionary  Society, 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  195. 

of  Providence  Conference,  on  Temperance,  to 
Committee  on  Temperance,  197. 

of  Providence  Conference,  on  missionary  peri- 
odicals and  mis-sionaries  in  the  South,  to 
Committee  on  Missions.  197. 

of  New  England  conference  of  presiding  eld- 
ers, on  official  standin;;  and  local  preach- 
ers, to  Committee  on  Eevisals,  197. 

of  presiding  elders'  conference  of  New  En- 
gland, on  probation,  to  Committee  on  State 
of  the  Church,  197. 

of  Providence  Conference,  on  new  magazine, 
to  Committee  on  Book  Concern,  197. 

of  Wisconsin  Conference,  on  episcopacy,  to 
Committee  on  Episcopacy,  198. 

of  Wisconsin  Conference,  on  Scandinavian 
work,  to  Committee  on  Scandinavian  Work, 
198. 

of  L.  L.  Palmer,  on  Apostles'  Creed,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Eevisals.  198,  199. 

of  J.  Wythe,  on  burial  service,  to  Committee 
on  Eevisals,  199. 

of  F.  M.  Chaflfee,  on  Missionary  Advocate,  to 
Committee  on  Book  Concern,  199. 

of  W.  Lawrence,  on  unity  of  Methodism,  to 
Committee  on  State  of  the  Church,  199. 

of  J.  F.  Matley,  on  certificates  of  Church- 
membership,  to  Committee  on  Eevisals,  199, 
200. 

ctf  T.  G.  Potter,  on  editors  and  dedications,  to 
Committee  on  Book  Concern,  200. 

of  E.  H.  Hurlburt,  on  change  of  name  Book 
Concern,  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern, 
200. 

of  W.  S.  Prentice,  on  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendents, to  Committee  on  Eevisals,  2o0. 

of  W.  E,  Johnson,  on  three  Advocates,  to 
Commitee  on  Book  Concern,  200,  201. 

of  W.  M'K.  Hester,  on  Presbyterian  ordina- 
tion, to  Committee  on  Episcopacy.  201. 

of  J.  J.  Hight,  on  support  of  bishops,  to  Si>ecial 
CommitU^e  on  Supfiort  of  Bishops,  2til,  202. 

of  H.  Shaw.  Jr..  on  laymen  for  book  agents,  to 
Committee  on  Book  Concern,  202. 

of  J.  Parker,  on  reception  of  fraternal  dele- 
gates, to  Committee  on  Fraternal  Delegates, 
202.  '       ' 

of  J.  O.  Rich,  on  deacons' and  elders'  orders,  to 
Committee  on  Eevisals.  2m2. 

of  T.  B.  Lemon,  on  selling  books  on  credit,  to 
Committee  on  Book  Concern,  202.  203. 
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{Resolutions,  etc.,  referred,  continued.) 

of  T.  B.  Lemon,  on  reception  of  licentiates,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals,  208. 

of  J.  T.  Crane,  on  temperance,  to  Connmittee 
on  Revisals,  203,  204. 

of  D.  Sherman,  on  change  of  name  of  confer- 
ence, to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  204. 

of  I.  D.  King,  on  deacon  and  elder  administer- 
ing the  sacraments,  to  Committee  on  Eevi- 
safs,  204. 

of  L.  H.  King,  on  parsonages  for  worn-out 
preachers,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  204. 

of  W.  C.  Pierce,  on  renewing  licenses,  to 
Committee  on  Eevisals,  205. 

of  J.  F.  Devore,  on  slavery,  to  Committee  on 
Revisals,  205. 

of  J.  Williams,  on  term  of  ministerial  service, 
to  Committee  on  Revisals,  205. 

of  0.  A.  Holmes,  on  ordination  of  local  preach- 
ers, to  Committee  on  Revisals,  205. 

of  6.  Goodrich,  on  change  of  Discipline,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals,  206. 

of  J.  B.  Middleton,  on  day  of  fasting,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacv,  207. 

of  B.  E.  Pierce,  on  publication  of  salaries,  to 
Committee  on  Book  Concern,  207. 

of  A.  Klippel.  on  lay  representation,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals.  20T. 

of  D.  Rutlodge,  on  Missionary  Advocate,  to 
Committee  on  Book  Concern,  207,  208. 

of  D.  Rntledge,  on  attendance  of  children  on 
public  worship,  to  Committee  on  Sunday- 
Schools  and  Tracts,  208. 

of  T.  H.  Log.in,  on  Missionary  Advocate,  to 
Committee  on  Missions,  208. 

of  J.  E.  Stillman,  on  baptized  children,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts,  208. 

of  J.  B.  Quigg,  on  committee  for  trial,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals,  208. 

of  "W.  G.  Miller,  on  book  depository,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Book  Concern,  208,  209. 

of  D.  Stevenson,  on  deputation  to  General 
Conference  of  Church  South,  to  Committee 
on  State  of  the  Church,  209. 

of  Iowa  Lay  Electoral  Conference,  on  equal  lay 
and  clerical  representation,  to  Committee  on 
Revisals,  213. 

of  New  Jersey  Conference,  on  Sabbath  desecra- 
tion, to  Committee  on  Sanctification  of  Sab- 
bath, 213. 

<rf  New  Tork  East  Conference,  on  Church  sta- 
tistics, to  Committee  on  Revisals,  213. 

of  laymen's  convention,  on  episcopacy,  to 
Committee  on  Episcopacy,  215. 

of  R.  G.  Davisson,  on  consolidation  of  Sun- 
day-School Advocate,  Good  News,  and  Mis- 
sionary Advocate,  to  Committee  on  Sunday- 
Schools  and  Tracts,  216. 

of  O.  Gibson,  on  price  of  books  and  California 
Advocate,  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern 
216. 

of  D.  D.  Lore,  on  employing  returned  mis- 
sionaries, to  Committee  on  Missions,  216. 

of  A.  J.  Phillips,  on  presiding  elders  and 
preachers,  to  Committee  on  Revisals,  216, 
217. 

of  A.  Harmount,  on  course  of  study  for  local 
preachers,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  217, 
218. 

of  A.  Harmount,  on  bishops'  salaries,  to  Special 
Committee  on  Support  of  Bishops,  218. 

of  L.  R.  Fisk,  on  reception  of  probationers,  to 

Committee  on  Revisals,  218,  219. 
of  J.  S.   M'Calmont,   on   church  building,  to 

Committee  on  Revisals,  219. 
of  W.  S.  Prentice,  on  sale  of  Ohurch  property, 

to  Committee  on  Revisals,  220. 
of  "W.  E.  Johnson,  on  presiding  eldership,  to 
Committee  on  Ittnerancy,  220. 


(Resolutions,  etc.,  referred,  continued.) 

of  J.  Kiger,  on  support  of  presiding  elders,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals,  220. 

of  J.  F.  Simmons,  on  real  estate  of  Missionary 
Society,  to  Committee  on  Missions,  220. 

of  I.  A.  H.ammer,  on  support  of  bishops,  to 
Special  Committee  on  Support  of  Bishops, 
220,  221. 

of  E.  H.  Waring,  on  duties  of  secretary  of  con- 
ference and  statistics,  to  Committee  on  Re- 
visals, 221,  222. 

of  W.  K.  Marshall,  on  six  months'  probation,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals,  222,  223. 

of  W.  H.  Black,  on  presiding  eldership,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy,  223. 

of  L.  C.  Matlack,  on  fraternal  delegates  to 
Church  South,  to  Committee  on  State  of  the 
Church,  223. 

of  C.  Munger,  on  restoring  words  of  Wesley,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals,  223,  224. 

of  D.  Brooks,  on  changing  class-leaders,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals,  224. 

of  N.  Shumate,  on  conference  of  colored  mem- 
bers, to  Committee  on  Boundaries,  224. 

of  W.  A.  Burr,  on  weekly  Sund,ay-school 
papers.  Missionary  Advocate  and  Sunday- 
School  Advocate,  to  Committee  on  Sunday- 
Schools  and  Tracts,  224. 

of  J.  F.  Devore,  on  dancing,  to  Committee  on 
State  of  the  Church,  225. 

of  W.  C.  Robinson,  on  baptismal  ritual,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Eevisals,  225. 

of  W.  Hunter,  on  attending  the  sacraments,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals,  225. 

of  M.  J.  Talbot,  on  temperance,  to  Committee 
on  Temperance,  225. 

of  M.  Sorin,  on  power  of  ste\Tards,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals,  225,  226. 

of  G.  W.  Hughey,  on  who  shall  attend  annual 
conferences,  to  Committee  on  Eevisals,  226. 

of  J.  Braden,  on  support  of  superannuated 
preachers,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  226, 
227. 

of  W.  E.  Fayle,  on  division  of  Texas  into  two 
conferences,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
227. 

of  E.  Carter,  on  female  stewards,  to  Committee 
on  Woman's  Work  in  the  Church,  227. 

of  E.  Wentworth,  on  ratio  of  representation,  to 
Committee  on  Eevisals,  227. 

of  J.  E.  Stillman,  on  superannuated  preachers, 
to  Committee  on  Support  of  Bishops,  227. 

of  Black  River  Conference,  on  popular  amuse- 
ments, to  Committee  on  State  of  the  Church, 
232. 

of  California  Conference,  on  book  interests  in 
California,  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern, 
232. 

of  New  Tork  Conference,  on  Ucensing  women 
to  preach,  to  Committee  on  Woman's  Work 
in  the  Church,  234. 

of  West  Virginia  Conference,  on  episcopacy 
and  presiding  eldership,  to  Committee  on 
Episcopacy,  2;34. 

of  H.  Slicer,  on  class-meetings  to  Committee 
on  State  of  the  Church,  235. 

of  D.  D.  Lore,  on  form  of  public  worship,  to 
Committee  on  State  of  the  Church,  235. 

of  D.  D.  Lore,  on  bishops  resting  for  a  year,  to 
Committee  on  Episcopacy,  236. 

of  J.  T.  Peck,  on  meaning  of  "  Christian  per- 
fection," to  Committee  on  Revisals.  236. 

of  J.  F.  Marley,  on  number  of  seminaries  and 
colleges,  to  Committee  on  Revisals,  236. 

of  J.  A.  Jones,  on  masonrv,  to  Committee  on 
State  of  the  Church,  236,"  237. 

of  R.  A.  Caruthers,  on  making  the  reading  of 
Discipline  and  Bible  correspond,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Eevisals,  237. 
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{Resolutions,  etc.,  referred,  continued.) 
of  S.  Hubbard,  on  tciin  of  ministerial  serrice, 

to  Comnjittee  on  Revisals.  237. 
of  D.  Decker,  on  appointment  of  book  editor, 

to  CommitU^e  on  Boole  Concern,  237. 
of  W.  F.  Cowles,  on  omittinof  vain  repetitions 

from  ritual,  to  Committee  on  Revisals,  237. 

of  J.  J.  Wright,  on  advertisements  of  quack 

doctors,  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern,  23S. 

of  R.  L.  Harford,   on  Ladies'  Repository,  to 

Committee  on  Book  Concern,  23(5. 
of  W.  H.  Black,  on  meaning  of  •'  diversions," 

to  Committee  on  Revisals.  23S,  2;?9. 
of  W.  H.  Pcrrine,  on  lay  delegation,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  239. 
of  T.  M.  Goddard,  on  sinful  tempers,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Education,  240. 
of  J.  B.  Maxfield.  on  Educational  Society,  to 

Committee  on  Education,  240,  241. 
of  T.  B.  Lemon,  on  Missionary  Advocate,  to 

Committee  on  Missions,  241. 
of  L.  R.  Thayer,  on  monthly  magazine,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Book  Concern,  241. 
of  W.  F.  Wairen,  on  episcopal  supervision  of 
foreign  missions,  to  Committee  on  Episco- 
pacy, 241,  242. 
of  C.  M.   Dlnsmore,  on  new  hymn-book,   to 

Committee  on  New  Hjonn-Book,  242. 
of  J.  B  Dobbins,  on  withdrawals,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals,  242. 
of  T.   H.  M"Grath,   on  division   of  California 
Conference,   to  Committee  on   Boundaries, 
242. 
of  W.  Goss,  on  quarterly  conference  action,  to 

Committee  on  Bound.iries,  242. 
of  C.  D.  Foss.  on  temperance,  to  Committee 

on  Temperance,  242. 
of  C.  A.  Loeher,  on  German  magazine,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boi>k  Concern,  243. 
of  J.  F.  Devore,  on  building  churches,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  24-3. 
of   M.  J.  Talbot,    on   preachers  on  trial,   to 

Committee  on  Revisals,  243. 
of  A.  Webster,    on    "  our  people    of  color," 

to  Committee  on  Revisals,  243. 
of  C.  F.  Burdick,  on  responsibility  of  Church- 
members  holding  certificates  of  membership, 
to  Committee  on  Revisals,  344. 
of  H.  Eaton,  on  committee  for  trial,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  244. 
of  W.  Kenney,  on  separate  voting,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals,  245. 
of  S.  Allen,  to  ch.inge  name  of  Book  Concern, 

to  Committee  on  Book  Concern,  272. 
of  S.  F.  Wetherbee,  on  re-baptism,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals,  272. 
of  C.  M.  Dinsrnore,  on  denominational  news- 
papers, to  Committee  on  State  of  the  Church, 

of  W.  F.  Mallalieu,  on  education,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Education,  273. 

of  W.  R.  Clark,  on  illegal  action  of  a  quarterly 
conference,  to  Committee  on  Revi.sals,  273. 

of  lay  convention,  on  the  episcopacy,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy,  274. 

of  lay  convention,  in  favor  of  union  of  all 
Methodist  Churches,  to  Committee  on  Church 
Union,  274. 

of  Central  German  Conference,  in  relation  to 
German  bishop,  to  Committee  on  Episco- 


pacy, 274. 
of  New 


■lew  England  Conference,  on  tract  cause,  to 

Committee  on  Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts, 

276. 
of  Matteawan -street  Church,  on  boundaries,  to 

Committee  on  Boundaries,  278. 
of  St.  Louis  Conference,  In  relation  to  book 

depository,  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern, 

278. 


{Resolutions,  etc.,  referred,  continued.) 
of  H.   Ritchie,  on  support  of  superannuated 
preachei-s,  etc.,  to  Committee  on   Re\Tsala, 

of  S.  L.  Roberts,  on  removal  of  members,  to 

Committee  on  Rerisals,  279. 
of  L.  S.  Jacoby,  on  number  of  bishops,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy,  280. 
of  W.  S.  Prentice,  on  term  "complaints,"  to 

Committee  on  Revisals,  280. 
of  P.  Wood,  on  claims  of  pre,siding  elders  and 

pastors,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  2S0. 
of  W.  E.  Johnson,  on  changing  the  word  "  gen- 
eral," in  baptismal  service,  to  Committee  on 
Revisals,  2S1. 
of  W.  K.  Marshall,  on  change  of  address  in 
baptismal  office,  to  Committee  on  Revisals, 
2S1.  ^ 

of  A.  Shinkle,  on  mode  of  taking  vote,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  2S1. 
of  W.  L.  Muir,   on  stationing  preachers,    to 

Committee  on  Revisals,  282. 
of  J.  Nieols,  on  reducing  number  of  presiding 

elders,  to  Committee  on  Itinenincv,  282. 
of  R.  S.  Stubbs,  on  bethels  for  mariners,  to 

Committee  on  Seamen's  Cause,  2ti2. 
of  W.  Goss  on  restricting  term  of  appoint- 
ment, to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  2S3. 
of  J.  F.  Devore,  on  a  world's  peace  congress, 

to  Committee  on  State  of  the  Chui-ch,  2S3. 
of  S.  A.  W.  Jewett,  on  publishing  interests,  to 

Committee  on  Book  Concern,  2S3. 
of  R.  Allyn,  on  electing  provisional  bishops, 

to  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  284. 
of  W.  Stoker,  on  incorporation  of  religious 
societies,   to   Committee   on    State   of   the 
Church,  284. 
of  C.  H.  Burdick,  on  band  organizations,  to 

Committee  on  Revisals,  2St 
of  II.  Price,  on  boards  of  publication,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Book  Concern,  285. 
of  A.  Martin,  on  striking  out  paragraph  46  of 
appendix  of  Discipline,  and  of  omitting  the 
letter  s  from  the  word  archangels,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  286. 
of  J.  E.  Stillman,  on  law  questions,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  286. 
of  W.  G.  Miller,  on  number,  etc.,  of  missionary 

secretaries,  to  Committee  on  Missions,  286. 
of  W.  G.  Miller,  on  Church  income,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  2S6. 
of  D.  C.  Olmste.id,  on  mode  of  removal  of  an 
editor  or  agent,  to  Committee  on  Revisals. 
286.  ' 

on  subject  of  African  colonization,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Freedmon,  300. 
of  S.  Allen,  on  office  of  book  agent,  to  Commit- 
tee on  Bouk  Concern.  309. 
of  W.  A.  Burr,  on  change  of  Discipline,  to 

Committee  on  Revisals,  311. 
of  Wm.  Cooper,  on  youths  library,  on  cheap 
literature,  and  on  tracts,  to  Committee  on 
Book  Concern,  311. 
of  W.  M'K.  M'Elfresh,  on  families  of  deceased 
bishops,  to  Committee  on   Book  Concern. 
811. 
of  A.  Harmount,  on  union  of  Methodist  bodies, 
on  trustees,  and  on  condition  of  member- 
ship, to  Committee  on  Stiite  of  the  Church, 
311,312. 
of  S.  L.  Roberts,  on  raising  the  character,  etc., 
of  our  Church  literature,  to  Committee  on 
Book  Concern,  812. 
of  J.  B.  Dobbins,  on  presiding  elders' districts, 

to  Committee  on  Revisals,  3l:i. 
of  J.  Kiger,  on  quarterly  conference  questions, 

to  Commitiee  on  Revisals,  .313. 
of  G.  B.  Jocelyn,  on  agent,  etc.,  of  Book  Con- 
cern, to  Commlitee  on  Revisals,  313. 
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{Resolutions,  etc.,  referred,  confimied.) 

of  F.  M.  Chaflfee,  on  boundaries  of  Illinois 
Conference,  to  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
814. 

of  W.  H.  Hunter,  on  change  in  baptismal 
service,  to  Committee  on  Revisals,  314. 

of  N.  Lathrop,  on  changes  in  the  Discipline,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals.  314 

of  I.  D.  King,  on  conference  examiners,  to 
Committee  on  Revisals,  314. 

of  J.  S.  Stillwell,  on  woman's  work  in  the 
Church,  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  314. 

on  the  taking  of  depositions,  to  Committee  on 
Revisals.  315. 

of  I.  Corwin.  on  quorum  of  General  Confer- 
ence, and  vote  by  orders,  to  Committee  on 
Itinerancy.  315. 

of  L.  Critchfit'ld,  on  General  Conference  dele- 
gates, and  mode  of  voting,  to  Committee  on 
Revisals.  816. 

of  W.  L.  Muir,  on  case  of  Bishop  Roberts,  to 
Committee  on  Ei>iscopacy,  330. 

Restrictive  Rule, 

vote  on  changing,  54. 
Revisals,  Committee  on, 

appointment  o£  74,  S6;  changes  in.  153,  1S9 
may  make  verbal  changes,  2S0 ;  Report  Xo, 
I,  authorizing  the  bishops  to  appoint  a  com- 
niission  one  cclesiastical  jurisprudence,  294 
Eeport  No.  XVIII,  on  order  of  business  in 
annual  conferences,  40S;  on  jurisdiction  of 
annual  conferences  over  preachers  on  trial, 
437;  on  rescinding  disciplinary  regulation 
on  ^vithdrawals,  437;  Report  No.  XY,  on 
changing  certain  matters  in  Discipline,  44t) ; 
Report  No.  XVII,  on  order  of  quarterly  con- 
ference business,  429, 430 ;  Report  No,  XIX, 
on  change  of  Discipline,  433.  434 ;  exceptions 
to  limitations  to  appointment,  437. 
Richardson,  Bishop, 

introduced  to  the  Conference,  206 ;  leave-taking 
ot  29-2. 
Rock  River  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of.  37;  lay  delegates  of, 
52  ;  boundaries  of,  417,  425. 

Rocky  Motmtain  Conference, 

bomidaries  of;  303.  425. 

Ross,  Mrs.  H.  Z., 

memorial  of,  91,  259. 
Rules  of  Order, 
temporary.  4:3;  committee  on,  59;  report  on, 
60,  61;  "amended,  100. 


Sabbath,  Sanctity  of, 

committee  on,  1S2,  211 ;  report  on,  359. 
Saint  Louis  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  37 ;  lay  delegates  of, 
52 ;  extract  from  journal  on  resident  agent, 
119 ;  action  of,  in  relation  to  Arkansas  Con- 
ference, 119;  action  of,  on  book  depository 
at  Kaiisas  City.  27S ;  boundaries  of;  41 T,  426 ; 
authorized  to  divide,  427. 
Sanderson,  G.  R., 

introdu.ed  to  Conference.  107 ;  credentials  and 
addr.  ss  of,  15S.  303,  493,  496. 
Scandinaf\rian  Work, 

committee  on,  87, 106,  lOS.  206 ;  report  on,  347, 
848;  resolution  of  committee  requesting 
Tract  Society  to  aid  in  suiiporting  Scandi- 
navian paper,  348. 


Scott,  Bishop, 

ruling  of,  aiijiroved,  253. 
Seamen's  Cause, 

committee  on,  213,  252 ;  report  on,  360. 
Simpson,  Bishop, 
decision  of.  on  vote  by  orders.  147. 14S;  address 
o£  in  memorial  services  for  deceased  bishops, 
257. 
South  Carolina  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of,  37;  lay  delegates  of, 
52  ;  boundaries  of  417,  425. 

South-eastern  Indiana  Conference, 

ministoml  delegates  of  37 ;  lay  delegates  of, 
52 ;  boundaries  of,  417,  425. 
Southern  Illinois  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  37:  lay  delegates  of, 
52 :    resolution  of  on  Sunday-school   tune- 
book,  120 ;  boundaries  of,  425." 
South-west  German  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of  37 ;  lay  delegates  of; 
52 :  resolutions  of,  in  respect"  to  episcopacy 
and  our  work  in  foreign  lands,  121 ;  action  of, 
in  relation  to  an  editor  of  general  Sunday- 
school  Uterature,  107 ;  boundaries  of,  417, 425. 
Special  Committees, 

on  insurance  of  Church  property,  87, 105. 

on  Scandinamn  work,  S7,  lOOi  lOS.  347,  848, 
349. 

on  expenses  of  General  Conference,  support  of 
bishops,  etc.,  87,  106,  218,  220,  237,  247,  243, 
249.  251. 

on  temperance,  87, 105,  383. 

on  pastoral  address,  87, 105. 

on  expenses  of  delegates,  87, 105,  393,  399,  400. 

on  Bible  Society-.  87,  105,  385. 

on  MetropoUt.an  Church,  87,  105,  3S4,  337. 

on  centennial  of  American  Independence,  104 
106,  38S. 

on  memoirs,  104. 

on  monument  to  Bishop  Kingslev,  89, 106,  230, 
231. 

on  fraternal  correspondence,  89, 106,  887. 

on  the  Sabbath,  lyi.  211. 

on  woman's  work  in  the  Church,  18S,  210,  891- 
393. 

on  union  with  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Canada  and  other  bodies,  206.  211.  412. 

on  revision  of  hymn-book.  Ibb.  211,  374,  876. 

on  Book  Concern.  102.  148.  150. 

on  chartered  fund.  1S2,  211. 

on  deputation  to  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary 
Socictv.  18=3,  211. 

on  support  of  ministry.  215,  252.  390. 

on  relations  of  benevolent  societies.  232,  272, 
295-29S.  299. 

to  nominate  trustees  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  251, 
252,  374,  402,  717. 

on  seamen's  cause,  252. 

an  election  of  General  Conference  oflScers,  281, 
28S. 

on  alleged  informality  in   ballot  for  editor  of 
Ladies'  Repository,  356,  358,  370. 
Stackhouse,  H., 

introduced  to  Conference.  159.  credentials,  517. 
Standing  Committees,  Reports  of. 

Appeals.— No.  I.  on  ease  of  J.  B.  Craig,  decis- 
ion of  Central  Illinois  Conference  affii-med. 
229;  No.  II.  on  case  of  J.  S.  Moore,  new 
trial  ordered,  271.  802 ;  of  E.  May.  new  trial 
ordered,  271.  302;  No.  Ill,  on  case  of  B.  D. 
Palmer,  new  trial  ordered,  271, 303;  No.  IV, 
on  ca<e  of  T.  B.  Taylor,  new  trial  ordered, 
308;  No.  V.  on  case  of  W.  G.  Fowler,  de- 
cision affirmed,  315,  316;  on  case  of  A.  J. 
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{Standing  Committees,  continued.) 

Kirkpatrick,  decision  reversed,  823;    No. 
VII,  on  case  of  J.   Vannote,  decision   re- 
versed, 8i;9,  430;  Xa  VIII.  on  cas.-  of  W. 
K.   Hoback,  remauded  (or  new  trial,  395 ; 
No.  IX,  on  case  of  H.  S.  Shaw,  decision  af- 
firmed,  895;  No.  X,  on   case    of    W.  M. 
Smith,  disposition  of  papers,  407. 
Book  Ookcebn.— No.  I,  on  memorial  of  Mrs. 
Kosa,  on  claim  against  C.  Atkinson,  and  on 
memorial  of  J.  V.  K.  Miller,  adopted.  289  ; 
No.  II,  on  book  interests  of  Oregon  and  Col- 
orado, adopted,  3T6, 37T ;  No.  IV,  on  election 
of  secretaries  for  the  Missionary  and  the 
Church  E.xtension  Societies,  adopted,  821. 
32:3 ;  No.  V,  on  election  of  General  Confer- 
encf'  officers,  amended  and  adopted,  341, 342 ; 
No.  VI.  on  book  interests  at  San  Francisco, 
adopted,  430,  431 ;  on  periodicals  and  depos- 
itories. 435,  436:  No.  VII,  item  1,  on  loca- 
tion of  the  principal   publishing    houses, 
adopted,  857,  397;  item  2.  on  number  of 
agents,  adopted,  358,  397 ;  items  3.  4,  5,  6,  on 
duties  of  agents,  terms  of  furnishing  stock, 
and  modes  of  keeping  accounts,  adopted, 
35S,  397, 39S ;  item  7,  on  mode  of  estimating 
property,  adopted,  860.  398 ;  item  8,  on  giv- 
ing undivided  attention  to  duty,  adopted, 
860.  39s;  item  9.  on  constitution  and  powers 
of  Book  Committee,  referred  to  special  com 
mittee,   37U ;  amended  and   adopted,   896 
item  10,   on   rules  governing  Book  Com 
mittee,   referred  to  same  committee,  861 
adopted,  39" ;  item  11,  on  editors,  adopted, 
361,  399;  No.  III.  on  new  monthly   maga- 
zine, etc..  etc,  amended  and  adopted,  380 ; 
No.  VIII,  on  instructing  book  agents  to  re 
port  salaries,  448. 
BotrNT)AKiE8.— No.  I,  on  bishops'  plan  for  de- 
termining boundaries,  a<lopted,  228;  No.  II, 
of  Arkansas,  adopted,  287 ;  of  Rocky  Mount- 
ain,   adopted,    303;    of   Chicago    German, 
North-west  German,    and    Central    Ohio, 
adopted,  8o4;   No.  IV,    on  boundaries  of 
Black  Eiver  Conference,  adopted,  325 ;  as  a 
whole,    417^28,    on   Alabama,   California, 
Central  Illinois,  Central  Ohio.  Central  Penn- 
sylvania,   adopted,    413;    Indiana,    Iowa, 
adopted,  416;   New  Tork,   North  Indiana, 
adopted,  416;  Pittsburgh,  Providence,  Kock 
Eiver,  South  Carolina,  South-eastern  Indi- 
ana, South-west  German,  St.  Louis,  Tennes- 
see, Texas,  Troy,  Upper  Iowa,  West  Wis- 
consin,   Washington,    committee    on,    in- 
structed,   287 ;      Wisconsin    Conferences, 
adopted,  417. 

Chpech  Extension.— No.  I,  on  legal  advisers 
to  be  appointed  by  bishops,  adopted,  229, 
280;  No.  II.  on  quorum  of  board  of  mana- 
gers, adopted,  !i33 ;  on  number  of  boai  d  of 
managers,  adopted,  3-38;  on  constitution, 
powers,  duties,  etc.,  of  board  of  managers, 
and  form  of  application,  adopted,  837-341 ; 
No.  Ill,  on  amount  of  loans,  etc.,  made  by 
the  society,  adopted,  841 ;  No.  IV,  on  loan 
fund,  eic,  adopU'd,  442 ;  No.  VI,  on  Incor- 
poration of  board,  404. 

Education.— No.  I,  on  common  schools,  441 ; 
No.  II,  on  Baker  University,  292;  No.  Ill, 
on  e<lucational  institutions  in  Germany  and 
SwitzeHand,  293;  No.  VI,  on  electing  cor- 
responding secretiry,  etc.,  adopted,  875, 
376;  No.  VII,  on  flUinfj  vacancies  in  board, 
411 ;  No.  X,  on  German  theological  school, 
441. 

Epbcopact.— In  relation  to  memorial  serv- 
ices of  deceased  bishops,  158, 151;  No.  II, 


I  (Standing  Committees,  continued.) 


on  ruling  of  Bishop  Scott  approved,  adopt- 
ed, 25;} ;  No.  Ill,  on  transfers,  253  ;  No.  IV, 
on  colored  bishops,  253 ;  No.  V.  on  number 
of  bishops,  254;   on  senior  bishops  having 
rest,  adopted,  257;  on  tenure  of  episcopal 
office,  302;  on  ordaining  preachers  by  pre- 
siding elders,  302 ;  on  time  and  place  of  or- 
dination of  bishops,  816,  317;  No.  VI,  on 
residences  of  bishops.  320  ;  on  administra- 
tion   of   bishops,    346;    No.    VII.    placing 
Bishop  Morris  on  non-effective  list,  437. 
Fkeedmen. — No.  I,  on  recognition,  etc.,  800- 
802;    No.  II,  on  Freedmcn's  Aid  Society, 
412,  413. 
Itinebancy.— No.   I,  on  ratio  of  ministerial 
representation     in      General     Conference, 
adopted,  343;   No.  11,  on  trials  of  appeals 
of  ministers,  adopted,  404,  405;  on  trial  of 
and  appeal  of  bishops,  406;   No.  Ill,  on  or- 
dination of  local  preachers,  44S ;   No.  V,  on 
journals  of  conferences,  447. 
Missions.— No.  I,  on  reorganization  of  General 
Missionary  Committee,  209,  210;  adopted, 
247 ;  No.  II,  on  relation  of  mission  confer- 
ences, adopted,  2S8;  No.  IV,  on  separation 
of  home   and   foreign  work,  adopted,  2S8; 
No.  V,  on  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciety,  and  on  constituting  the  Missionarv 
Society  trustee  in  certain  cases,  294;  No.  VI, 
on  change  of  constitution  of  Missionary  So- 
ciety, adopted,  326;  No.  X,  on  amendment 
ofthird  article  of  constitution,  adopted,  343, 
344;  No.  VII,  on  missionary  moneys,  447; 
No.  XIII,  on  foreign  missions,  448. 
State  of  the  Cuukch.— No.   I,  on  week  of 
praver,  adopted,  230 ;  No.  II.  on  classes  and 
class-meetings,  amended  and  adopted.  350, 
351;    No.     III.    on     sinful    amusements, 
adopte<l,  379  ;  No.  IV,  on  sense  of  the  term 
Laymen,  442;  No.  VI.  on  relations  with  M. 
E"  Church.  South,  402,  403;  No.  VII,  on 
district  conferences,  410,  411 ;  final  report, 
general  review,  4;51,  483. 
Svinday-School  Advocate, 

to  be  published  weekly,  329. 
Sunday-School  and  Tract  Publica- 
tions, 
editor  of,  elected,  342 ;  report  of  committee  on, 
443. 
Sunday-Schools  and  Tracts, 
committee  on,  76,  96,  152 ;  report  of,  on  Gor- 
man editors  and  publications,  294 ;  on  Sunday- 
School  Advocate,  329 ;  on  editor  of  Sunday- 
School  Journal,  3;i5 ;  on  report  of  collections, 
4:33 ;  on  changes  in  the  Disciplme,  3;35. 
Sunday-School  Union, 
quadrennial  report  of  the,  178,  696 ;  board  of 
managers  of,  3s2 ;  report  of,  presented,  178, 
696. 
Superannuates, 
division  of.  in  Central,  Northern,  and  Western 
New  York  Conferences.  869 ;  commission  to 
fix  conference  relations  of,  369. 
Support  of  the  Ministry, 

committee  on,  215,  252;  report  on,  390. 
Sutherland,  A., 
introduced  to  Conference,  107;  credentials  and 
address  of;  15S,  159,  493,  500 ;  leave-Uking  of, 
180. 

Temperance, 

committee  on,  105 ;  Foss,  C.  D.,  on,  242 ;  report 
on,  883. 
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Tennessee  Conference, 

ministerial  delejjates  of,  8" ;  hiy  delegates  of,  62 ; 
action  of,  on  episcopacy,  16T ;  boundaries  of; 
417,  426. 
Texas  Conference, 
ministerial  delegate  of,  38 ;  lay  delegate  o£  52 ; 
boundaries,  417,  426;  authorized  to  divide, 
42S. 
Thanks,  Committee  on  preparing, 

appointment  of,  S'Jb,  407;  report  of,  446. 
Thanks  of  General  Conference, 
to  Simpson  Church,  317;  to  "W.  L.  Harris, 
818,  319;  to  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
446;  to  postmaster,  446;  to  manager  of 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Telegraph  Company, 
446;  to  Daily  Christian  Advocate,  446;  to 
reporters,  446;  to  various  daily  papers,  446; 
to  officers  ot  railway  and  steamboat  com- 
panies, 446 ;  to  secretaries  of  Conference, 
447. 

Theological  Seminaries, 

Boston,  report  of,  234,  711 ;  Drew,  report  of, 
310,  716. 
Thompson,  J.  B., 

introduced  to  Conference,  245. 
Thomson,  Bishop, 

memorial  services  for,  259,  261. 
Tract  Society, 
call  on  to  sustain  the  Sandebudet,  349  ;  board 
of  managers  of,  382 ;  report  of  secretary  of, 
719. 
Troy  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of,  88;  lay  delegates  of, 
52;  action  of,  on  presiding  eldership,  on  in- 
surance, and  on  division  ofmissionary  work, 
121 ;  boundaries  of,  417,  426. 

Union,  Church, 

committee  on,  211 ;  report  on,  411,  412. 
Upper  Iowa  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  3S ;  lay  delegates  o^ 
52;  action  of,  regarding  boundaries,  122; 
boundaries  of,  417,  426. 

Vermont  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  38  ;  lay  delegates  of, 
53 ;  boundaries  of,  426. 
Vincent,  J.  H., 

election  of,  as  editor,  342. 
Virginia  Conference, 
ministerial  delegate  of,  88;  lav  delegate  of, 
58 ;  boundaries  of,  426. 


Washington  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  38  ;  lay  delegates  o^ 
53 ;  boundaries  of,  417,  426. 

Western  Christian  Advocate, 

election  of  editor  of,  353, 

Western  New  York  Conference, 

boundaries  of,  426. 

West  Virginia  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  3S ;  lay  delegates  of, 
5;3;  boundaries  of  417,  427. 

West  Wisconsin  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  38;  lay  delegates  of, 
53 ;  action  of.  on  general  superintendency.  on 
presiding  eldership,  and  on  boundaries,  "123; 
boundaries  of,  417,  427. 

Wheat,  E.  A., 

introduced  to  Conference,  108 ;  credentials  and 
address  of,  159,  517. 

Whedon,  D.  D., 

election  of,  as  editor,  34-3. 

Wild,  J., 

introduced  to  Conference,  159;  credentials  and 
address  of,  206,  523,  526 ;  leave-taking  of,  327 
Williams,  C.  H., 

introduced  to  Conference.  108;  credentials  and 
address  of,  159.  517,  518. 

Wilmington  Conference, 

ministerial  delegates  of,  38 ;  lay  delegates  of,  53 ; 
boundaries  of,  427. 
Wisconsin  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of,  38;   lay  delegates  of, 
53 ;  action  of.  on  episcopacy  and  on  Scandina- 
vian work,  198 ;  boimdaries  of,  417,  427. 
Wiseman,  Luke, 
introduced  to  Conference.  107;  credentials  and 
address  of,  107,  458,  462 ;  leave-taking  of,  ISO. 

Woman's    Foreign  Missionary   So- 
ciety, 

deputation  to,  183;  memorial  of,  234,  731. 
Woman's  Work  in  the  Church, 
committee  on,  188,  210;  report  on,  378,  391. 
Woodruff,  George  W., 
elected    secretary,    317;     appointed    associate 
editor  of  the  Journal  and  of  the  Discipline, 
363,  869. 
Wyoming  Conference, 
ministerial  delegates  of,  39 ;  lav  delegates  of,  53 ; 
memorial  to,  on  change  to  Discipline,  145, 
168 ;  on  temperance,  235 ;  boundaries  o^  427. 


